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EDITORIAL 
The Australian Dried Fruits Industry is very con

cerned about the possible adverse effects on sales 
of dried fruit to Europe which may arise because of 
Greece joining the E.E.C. There has been talk of 
quantitative restrictions on imports, in addition to the 
large subsidies already received by the Greek in
dustry. 

While in Canberra for the Outlook Conference, I 
took the opportunity of voicing our concern as an in
dustry to the Prime Minister, the Minister for Primary 
Industry, local Members of the Federal Parliament, 
the officers of the Departments of Trade and Primary 
Industry, as well as seeking the support of the Na
tional Farmers' Federation. 

The matter has been mentioned in Parliament, at 
which time Mr Anthony, the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Trade and Resources, 
demonstrated the Government's awareness of and 
concern for the problem. Mr Anthony concluded his 
address to the Parliament: 

"//tope thtty (thtl ££CJ night mot/tntll $IJIM of thflllfiiii'OIIC/It thtty ,_ fllkBII towns industry --fllnctl . 6 

nllflt of 1111 CtJfiCflf1/ btling IIXpl..t H-. if we fftl th6t we .e _,., un{.; carptition we ~ ,_ 11111111 

th6 fdtia af thtl G-.1 A,_,_, D11 T.nffs Bllll Tl'6dtl 111 btJ 1111/e 111.., • chtilengB llgflin$t E.E.C. 11etion. I 
_,. thtl Aultrai6n dlitid W. fnit industry th6t thtl G~wt~~nmtlltt is conctJnltld B1111 ~ btJ w.tr:ling tiD I'Mtt8r wry 
doAiy. .. 

In late January, the Minister for Primary Industry announced the members of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Corporation for its next term of three years. They are: Messrs. V. L. Byrnes, A. R. Mead, H. M. 
Tankard, and W. M. Whiting (Grower Members). and Messrs. J. C. Harrison, D.F.C., and C. Lloyd
Bostock (Members with special qualifications). There was some delay until the Chairman of the Cor
poration was announced. He is Mr Ernest Barr, 53, the Area Director - Pacific, on the world head
quarters staff of H. J. Heinz Co. (U.S.A.). 

Mr Barr has considerable commercial and marketing experience as Managing Director of H. J. 
Heinz Australia Ltd. from 197 4-78, and he is a member with special qualifications of the Australian 
Wool Corporation, a post he will continue to hold. 

On behalf of the Board of Management, I welcome Mr Barr to the Dried Fruits Industry. 

The members of the newly re-constituted Victorian Dried Fruits Board have been announced by the 
Victorian Minister of Agriculture. Mr Fergus Black, Department of Agriculture, will chair the Board, 
and has been appointed for a period of three years. 

The other members are Mr George Black of Robinvale, who has been appointed for two years, and 
Mr Robert Langford of Red Cliffs, for a term of one year. 

Also on the Parliamentary scene, the Federal Parliament has passed the Dried Sultana Production 
Underwriting Act, which will provide assistance to growers, should the return for Sultanas fall below 
90% of a three-year average of returns. Administration of the Act has been vested in the Australian 
Dried Fruits Corporation. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Corporation also administers the Dried Vine Fruits Equalisation Act 
1978, which will come into operation for the first time for the 1982 Season. 

C.S.I.R.O. has announced the release of the first new variety of sultana for drying since sultanas 
were introduced into this country. The Merbein Seedless has exciting prospects for growers 
because of its potential to produce large crops. Congratulations to Allan Antcliff and to the C.S.I.R.O. 
(for further information, see page 7). 

Tenders for the refurbishment of 31-33 Deakin Avenue have recently closed, and construction is 
expected to commence within the next few weeks. 

FRANK H. GILL, 
Chairman, 

ADFA Board of Management. 
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NFF says Government Reneged on Policy -
Demands "New Deal" 

The National Farmers' Federation, the major 
national rural lobby, has called for a major in
crease in rural assistance in its pre-Budget sub
mission with a clear warning to the Federal 
Government that the farm sector is disenchant
ed with its economic performance 

In a major 56-page submission delivered to
day, the NFF sharply criticised the Federal 
Government for both "explicit actions" which 
have disadvantaged the farm sector and for 
"inaction" on important economic issues. 

The submission said farmers were becoming 
increasingly resentful at the impact on the rural 
sector of a range of Government actions which 
differed significantly from stated Government 
policy. 

President of the NFF, Mr Michael Davidson, 
said the Government had "changed the rules" by 
its decisions over the past 12 months. 

'The NFF has responded to these changed 
rules. Farmers want a new deal," Mr Davidson 
said. , 

The submission cites the Government's deci
sion to maintain massive levels of assistance to 
the motor vehicle industry. 

In addition, the NFF submission points to the 
depressed economic outlook for the rural sector 
in 1982-83 with farm inflation 50 per cent higher 
than general inflation and exchange rate policy 
impacting severely against the rural sector. 

"The Government, having in part contributed 
to the relatively gloomy rural economic outlook, 
by either explicit action, or at times inaction, 
must now respond to the newly emerging adjust
ment difficulties in agriculture," the submission 
said. 

The NFF has called for a range of increased 
rural assistance measures including: 
• a minimum additional $30 million in Com

monwealth funding for rural research, 
• an additional $32 million rural adjustment fun-

ding, 
• reintroduction of full tax indexation, 
• introduction of 'free' depreciation rates, 
• an increase in real terms for funding to rural 

arterial and local roads, 
• an increase in Commonwealth funding to the 

bovine Brucellosis and Tuberculosis Eradica
tion campaign and writing off of the $22 
million industry debt, 

• Commonwealth responsibility for additional 
costs of new meat security measures, 

• continuation of fertiliser bounties, 
• an additional $5 million for wool promotion, 
• increased Commonwealth commitment 

towards the education of isolated children. 

Mr Davidson said the NFF submission was not 
a return to 'pork barrelling'. 

He said the farm sector had supported the 
Government's 1981-82 Budget philosophy. 
"However, the Government has reneged on its 
stated policies in a number of areas, including 
commitments to reduce Government expen
diture and lower protection. 

case for increased rural aid," Mr Da · 

The submission, which makes 

The A.O.F.A. is an Associate Member of the National 
Federation jointly with the Australian Canning 
Association. 

BI-ANNUAL PRUNE INDUSTRY FIELD DAY 
YOUNG - JANUARY 23, 1982. 

An extremely well-attended Field Day was held 
on January 23, with growers attending from both· 
Young and the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area. 

Approximately 70 persons attended in all, and 
in an informal atmosphere had an informative and 
enjoyable day. 

The Field Day progressed as per the pro
gramme appearing below, and was completed 
with a few drinks at Granger's Packing Shed at 
Kingsvale. 

At the barbecue lunch, appropriate thanks 
were expressed to all concerned. 
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FIELD DAY PROGRAMME 
10.00 a.m.: Noel Brooke-Kelly, "Hiltona", 

Thuddungra Road, Maimura. 

11.00 a.m.: Peter Desprez, "Beverley Or
chards", Thuddungra Road, Maimura. 

12.30 p.m.: Lunch - L. W. Wordsworth, 
Sugar Sun Farm, Young. 

1.30 p.m.: Larry Wordsworth. 

3.00 p.m.: Kingsvale Dehydrator Inspection. 

3.30 p.m. J. C. Granger and Sons, "The 
Grange" , Kingsvale. 

W.A. Retirements 
Three members of the Dried Fruits Board of 

Western Australia have recently retired. These 
gentlemen served the industry in-various ways 
for many years and with great enthusiasm. 

Roger Swan was Chairman of the W.A. Dried 
Fruits Board since 1965. Roger has a lifetime 
knowledge of vineyards and the dried fruits in
dustry, and was manager of Westfarmers pack
ing house until their takeover by Swan Settlers' 
Co-op. He has also been a member of the W.A. 
Branch of the Australian Dried Fruits AsSociation 
for many years. 

Jim Duff has also gained experience from a 
lifetime involvement with vineyards. He has serv
ed as a member of the W.A. Branch of the 
A.D.F.A. for many years, as well as the A.D.F.A. 
Board of Management and the Export Control 
Board. 

Arthur Hooper was also a member of the 
A.D.F.A. Western Australian Branch, and is a 
past Director of Swan Settlers' Co-op. 

These three gentlemen were, and still are, 
dedicated to the dried fruits industry, particularly 
in Western Australia. They all represented that 
State at Federal Council for many years. They 
are the last of a generation of growers who were 
very much involved with the early formation of 
the A.D.F.A. in Western Australia. 

.. ' 
Earli 
Field 
Days 

The Gadget and Machinery Field Days 
usually held in July at the TAFE farm, Mildura will 
be held earlier this year. Due to requests from 
growers and exhibitors, the organisers have 
decided to change to an earlier time of the year, 
before pruning gets too well under way. 

For thirty years the Field Days have been 
held in July, but the Mildura District Dried Fruits 
Association, who organises the annual display 
h..;s decided to hold the function on the 1st and 
2nd June this year. 

It is felt that the weather may be milder in 
June, and the change could also give growers a 
chance to view a range of products before the 
end of the financial year. 

The days are always well attended, and 
judging by the interest being shown again this 
year, it is hoped that the event will again be an 
outstanding success. 

Anyone requiring further information may 
contact the Secretary, Box 16 7, Mildura, phone 
050 23 3556. 
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"Trial work report on various aspects of trellis drying" 

R. A. Sarooshi, Senior Research Horticulturist 

The following is taken from the final report submitted to the Dried Fruits Research 
Committee. · 

INTRODUCTION 
Trellis drying as a method of harvesting 

sultanas was first advocated by May and Ker
ridge of C.S.I.R.O. Merbein, in 1967. However, 
for commercial adoption of the method, a 
number of problems needed immediate atten
tion. To investigate these problems a series of 
experiments, financed in part by the Dried Fruits 
Research Fund of the A.D.F.A. was commenced 
in 1971-72 and terminated in 1978 at the Hor
ticultural Research and Advisory Station, 
Dare ton. 
Experiment 1 (a) Effect of time of cane cut
ting, time of application and formulation of 
alkaline oil-in-water emulsion spray (oil spray) on 
quality of trellis dried sultanas. 

During four seasons of harvest pruning from 
1972-1975 canes were cut in early, mid or late
March. The bunches were sprayed once (same 
day or three days later) or twice (day of pruning 
and again four days later, or three and seven 
days after pruning) with 0. 7, 1.2 and 1. 7% 
potassium carbonate in the oil spray. 

RESULTS 
1 . Rate of fruit drying was increased and 

risk of rain damage would be reduced by: 
• pruning in early instead of mid or late-March 
• using two instead of one oil spray 
* using 1.7% potassium carbonate instead of 

1.2or0.7% 
• and applying the first spray on the day of 

pruning instead of three days later. 
Also the fruit should be harvested im

mediately it reaches ar. acceptable moisture 
level (16-18%) and dried on the greens or in a 
dehydrator to reduce risk of damage by rains 
after the 3rd week of March. 

2. Cane-cutting in early-March produced 
light type fruit (unless rain occurred before 
harvest) and those cut in mid or late-March had 
brown type fruit. 

3. There were no consistent differences in 
fruit grade and yield between cane-cutting in 
early, mid or late-March; one or two oil sprays; 
1. 7, 1.2 or 0. 7% potassium carbonate; and first 
spray applied on the day of pruning or 3 days 
later. Time of cane-cutting had no effect on vine 
growth. 

4. Trellis dried fruit was almost free of grit 
having a maximum reading of 4 units (mm). This 
should meet the most stringent export re
quirements. 

1 (b) Oil'spraying before cane-cutting. 

Following a successful pilot trial to in
vestigate the merit of applying oil spray 4 days 
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before cane-cutting, a more detailed trial was 
commenced in 1975-76 and conducted over 3 
seasons. The trial studied single and double oil 
sprays using 2, 4 and 6 L oil/450 L water(0.45, 
0.9 and 1.35%) and thE:) first spray applied 8, 5 
and 2 days before cane-cutting. 

RESULTS 
i. Single oil sprays applied before cane

cutting accelerated initial drying rates but there 
were no clear cut differences in fruit quality over 
oil spray application inmediately after cane
cutting. 

ii. The two higher rates of oil dried fruit 
quicker than the 0.45% rate and also resulted in 
better fruit quality. 

iii. Generally two sprays dried fruit more 
rapidly than one, except for the single spray at 
1.35% applied 2 days before cane-cutting. 

iv. Fruit can be sprayed up to 5 days 
before cane-cutting without lowering fruit quality 
by using oil @of 0.9%. 

Experiment 2 (a) Effect of trellising, crown 
bunch handling, and the number of oil emulsion 
and gibberellic acid sprays on trellis dried 
sultanas. 

The major problems of trellis drying are to 
obtain evenly coloured and dried fruit and the 
handling of crown bunches. Even drying and 
fruit quality are governed by the degree of 
separation of bunches and oil spray penetration 
into them. An experiment initiated in 1972/73 
and extending over 4 seasons investigated 
means of obtaining bunch separation and 
loosening and the resultant effect on fruit quality. 

Four narrow (0.4m) and four wide (0.9m) 
T-trellises and 'a single wire trellis together with 
various foliage wire arrangements were in
vestigated. Other treatments superimposed on 
all trellises included crown bunch removal in ear
ly spring or at harvest pruning, one and two oil 
sprays and gibberellic acid (GA) or no GA spray. 

RESULTS 
There were no differences between the four 

narrow trellises. Due to greater bunch and cane 
numbers the dried fruit yield of these four 
trellises was about 30% more than that of the 
single wire trellis. There were also no dif
ferences between the four wide trellises except 
the two complex trellises had more canes. The 
narrow trellis with 2 cane wires 0.4m apart and 2 
foliage wires 0.6m apart yielded 27% less than 
the wide trellises because of lower bunches per 
vine caused by lower cane numbers and fruit
fulness. 

Trellising had no effect on fruit quality and 
had only minor effect on rate of fruit drying, this 

being probably due to low vigour of the vines. 
Use of the complex trellis systems in trellis dry
ing is not advocated because there are no 
definite gains. 

Two oil sprays produced slightly better fruit 
quality and resulted in quicker fruit drying. 
Where fruit has to be dried rapidly and in order to 
minimise risk of rain damage, use of two oil 
sprays would be warranted. Also in seasons with 
large tight bunches, two oil sprays are preferred. 
Early crown bunch removal did not reduce yield 
and the best time to remove crown bunches was 
6 weeks after bud burst. Use of GA in harvest 
pruning is not recommended as it had no effect 
on fruit quality and in some years delayed rate of 
fruit drying due to larger berries produced. 
2 (b) A new trial was commenced in 1978 to 
determine what effect levels of vine vigour train
ed on 4 different trellis systems have on fruit 
yield and quality of trellis dried Sultana and to 
see how the trellises lend themselves to 
mechanisation of pruning and harvesting. 

The vines are sultana clone M 1 2 grafted on 
Ramsay, Dogridge and own roots. The 4 trellises 
are: single wire arch cane, 0.4m narrow T, 0.9m 
wide T and the swing arm multiple wire trellis. 

Experiment 3 Effect of ethephon on loosen
ing sultana capstems. The post-harvest process 
of removing capstems from berries (coning) is a 
source of berry skin damage that can subse
quently accentuate problems of stickiness in 
packed fruit. In 1975-76 an experiment was 
commenced to study the effects of 500 ppm 
ethephon on loosening the capstems of trellis 
dried fruit and to see whether a less severe con
ing setting could be used to reduce berry skin 
damage. Ethephon was applied the same day as 
the oil spray and the canes were cut 1 to 7 days 
later. In 1976 there was a heavy preharvest 
berry drop ranging from five per cent for the con
trol to 28 per cent for vines treated with 
ethephon and canes cut seven days later. In 
1977, there was little leaf and berry drop and 
samples were run through the C.S.I.R.O. small 
scale processing plant with identical cone set
tings for each treatment. Because of the relative
ly high cone clearance used pedicel retention 
was high ( 1 0. 9%) but this was reduced to half in 
the ethephon treatments where canes were cut 
1 or 2 days later. Berry damage indices for these 
treatments were similar. 

DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



In 1978, cone clearance of the processing 
unit was slightly reduced. Processed berries of 
control had the highest pedicel retention of 
1.4% and the lowest pedicel retention of 0.8% 
was for ethephon and oil spray with canes cut 2 
days later. 

In another experiment Ethephon 125, 250 
and 500 ppm plus 0.1% Surfactant was used 
with and without oil spray in an effort to reduce 
berry rupture and consequent loss of fruit juice. 
Bunches were shaken mechanically to simulate 
the action of a mechanical harvester. It was 
found that: Maximum berry drop both total (41 %) 
and of the abscission type (36%) were on day 
11 for ethephon 500 ppm without oil spray. On 
day 16, Ethephon 250 ppm without oil spray 
gave the maximum total berry drop of 52% of 
which 45% was of the abscission type. The 
highest concentration of ethephon caused leaf 
yellowing. 

Experiment 4 Assessment of the span 
spraying machine for oil spray application. 

A major aspect of trellis drying is the 
development of a spraying machine which has 
the capacity to give good spray penetration into 
the bunches and yet use a minimum quantity and 
concentration of drying oil emulsion. An experi
ment in 1976-77 at Dareton showed that two' 
Span sprays of 840 Uha (75 gaVacre) of 1% oil 

and 1. 7% K2C03. Higher volume applications 
through the Span sprayer gave only marginal in
creases in fruit quality. 

In collaboration with Mr H. Creecy, District 
Horticulturist, Dareton an assessment of a 
number of spraying machines was carried out 
during harvest 1978 on 5 district properties 
which were trellis dried. The results from this 
work are summarised in an article listed below 
(Sarooshi and Creecy, 1978). 

List of Publications arising from the 
project 
Sarooshi, R. A. (1972) Trellis drying of sultanas. 

Australian Horticultural Research 
Newsletter 33:21. 

Sarooshi, R. A. ( 197 4) Influence of trellising 
systems on trellis drying of 
Sultanas. Australian Horticultural 
Research Newsletter 36:47. 

Sarooshi, R. A. ( 1976) Trellis drying of Sultanas 
-Time of cane-cutting, timing and 
concentration of oil emulsion 
sprays on fruit quality and rate of 
fruit drying of Sultanas. Australian 
Dried Fruits News Vol. 3 April 
10-11 . 

Sarooshi, R. A. ( 1976) Time and application of 
GA in bunch loosening of Sultanas 
for trellis drying. Australian Hor
ticultural Research Newsletter 
41 :55. 

Sarooshi, R. A. ( 1976) Effect of pre-harvest 
sprays of ethephon on Sultanas. 
Australian Horticultural Research 
Newsletter. 43: 17. 

Sarooshi, R. A. and Roberts, E. A. (1978) Effect 
of date of pruning, timing, number 
and composition of oil emulsion 
sprays on harvest pruned Sultana. 
American Journal of Enology and 
Viticulture 29 (4): 233-238. 

Sarooshi, R. A. ( 1978) Trellis drying of sultana 
grapes: effect of trellising. Paper 
presented at the XXth International 
Horticult•Jral Congress, Sydney. 

Sarooshi, R. A. and Creecy, H. (1978) Spray 
trials with trellis dried sultanas -
Coomealla 1978. Australian Dried 
Fruits News Vol. NS6, No. 
2:10-11 . 

Sarooshi, R. A. and Roberts, E. A. (1979) Effect 
of trellising, crown bunch handl
ing, and the number of oil emulsion 
and gibberellic acid sprays on 
harvest pruned sultanas. The 
Aust. J . Exp. Agri. Animal Husban
dry. 19:122-128. 

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

OUTLOOK CONFERENCE 1982 
The recently retired Chairman of the 

Australian Dried Fruits Corporation, Mr D. W. 
Stride, A.O., made the comment midway 
through 1981 that although he had spent most 
of his working life as a Banker, and having ac
quired during that time a fair and reasonable 
knowledge regarding the importance of finance 
to the Australian primary industries he had never 
seen such an unnecessary reduction in the price 
of any commodity as that which occurred to the 
world prices of sultanas from late 1980. 

In 1979 and for most ot 1980 it appeared 
that the general stability which had been enjoyed 
by dried vine fruits over the past 4/5 years would 
be continued. We had the opinion that compared 
with the almost insoluable problems facing some 
other agricultural products there was not a pro
duct in world export trade having the degree of 
general stability as dried vine fruits. 

How wrong we were, but where did we go 
wrong if blame is to be attributed to anyone or 
any group or country. 

In these days ot high inflation, high interest 
rates, ever increasing costs to the Producer, 
Packer, Exporter, Buyer/User, the extent to 
which each can make a fair and re::~sonable profit 
needs careful attention. 

No doubt you will all agree that the outlay by 
Buyers of approximately $US30,000 for each 
ISO container of sultanas/currants/raisins is an 
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amount sufficient to create nervousness and 
uneasiness unless the product is capable of be
ing turned into cash quickly and it is here I 
believe the crux of the problem lies. 

I referred earlier to the chain from the Pro
ducer to the Buyer/User; let us analyse these
steps. 

STEP NO. 1. From the Producer. 
Today in most of the dried vine fruit produc

ing countries, Producers have strong industry 
and government organisations, government 
policies on assistance to Producers through 
agricultural co-operatives that they are now able 
to withstand market forces in a better manner 
than they did previously. To remain a Producer 
he must make a profitable living. 

STEP NO. 2. The Packer. 
In general terms Packers in most countries 

are endeavouring to carry on their programmes 
on an all year round system. They are faced with 
ever increasing costs not only because of infla
tion and the cost of money but also due to new 
technology and processing and packing pro
cedures. Like the Producer he must make a pro
fit. 

STEP NO. 3 . The Exporter. 
Like the Packer and in many instances also 

carries out that function, the Exporter is required 
to give to the Buyer/User delivery as and when 
the latter requires it. The Exporter in servicing 
his Buyers is required to bring to his work the ex
pert knowledge of his product that Buyers ex
pect. In many instances where the Exporter is a 
distance from his markets he is required to meet 
the cost of Agents. Here again to remain in 
business the Exporter must make a profit. 

The Australian system because of distance 
and dependence by the Australian Dried Fruits 
Industry on exports, is that Agents or other 
forms of representation are required overseas to 
represent Principals. 

S7EP NO. 4 . I he Buyer/User. 
Here is the crux of any marketing system. 

The other day I was talking to a supermarket 
operator in Melbourne and he told me that overall 
his sales were down by 18 per cent on 1980. 
When I sought from him the reasons he replied 
"With most of the work force having a high rate 
of increasing expenditure of a capital and cons
tant nature the balance available for food is 
becoming less and less". 

The nervousness and uneasiness of Buyers 
has also been caused by his lack of confidence 
in holding stocks. 
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We all know of the likely reactions of Buyers 
when prices are too high and on the other hand 
we know that on a falling market they will not 
operate if there are any market indicators that 
the same product will be cheaper tomorrow. 

Australia has been to the forefront in its 
endeavours to maintain co-operation between all 
dried vine fruit producing countries. This was 
commenced in 1956 and is continuing not
withstanding the present low offers being made 
in world markets by some countries. 

On 9 October, 1981 , the Australian Dried 
Fruits Corporation sent the following telex 
message to Greece, Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, 
South Africa and the U.S.A. for information. 

In 1980 large quantities of Australian 
sultanas were sold in Europe at$ Aust 1650 per 
tonne C.I.F. That meant that on a C.I.F. and 
E.E.C. duty basis in U.S. currency the price to 
the Buyer was $US2000 per tonne. Today 
Australian sultanas are on offer to European 
Buyers at $Aust 1375 per tonne C.I.F. equals 
$US 1600 per tonne C. I. F. and duty with no in
terest being taken by Buyers. 

I realise that there has recently developed a 
degree of pessimism in the marketing of dried 
vine fruits throughout the world . 

I would add that these uncertainties are as a 
result of a general world wide trade recession 
from which all food producing countries are likely 
to now emerge in the immediate future. 

It will do no one any good to attempt to ap
portion blame on what has taken place over the 
last 1 2 months. I would suggest that we are all at 
fault in failing to appreciate that Buyers if they 
are to operate in our product in future must not 
be thrown to the wolves. 

"The Australian Dried Fruits Corporation Is 
extremely concerned at the very low prices 
particularly those emanating from Turkish 
Exporters now being offered In world 
markets for 1981 season's su~anas. We are 
well aware of the very favourable benefits 
received recently from the European Com
mission by the Dried Fruits Industry in 
Greece particularly the sultana and currant 
growers and while we may continue to ex· 
press our disapproval at those 
developments our Immediate problem is to 
stop the run on export prices. 

We maintain that there are no justifiable 
reasons for the present low prices - world 
stocks are not large and as you know world 
export trade In sultanas/raisins Is around 
350,000 annually. We must maintain that 
business. 

World markets will not react In a positive 
manner when prices are low and falling and 
this approach to your organisation is being 
made In the sincere hope the present at· 
titude of selling at prices not In accordance 
with the proper market Indicators will be 
reversed. 

We all owe It to our producers and respec
tive countries to obtain the best possible 
returns and so limit as far as we possibly 
can the call on our governments for finan· 
cial assistance. 

6-March, 1982. 

During the four years from 1977 to 1980 
dried fruit producers throughout the world 
had no need for any recourse to govern
ments for assistance. We in Australia fail to 
understand why sultana producing coun· 
tries should subsidize the dried fruit trades 
In Importing countries. If there is any 
thought that the present low prices will be 
passed on for the benefit of the consumer 
we should think again. 

Over the past 12 months sultana prices in 
world export trade have fallen by 30 to 40 
percent. 

We fear that what may happen will be a 
repetition of the early 1960s when prices 
dropped from 150 pounds sterling to 78 
pounds sterling. It was only then that 
sultana producing countries through the in· 
terventlon of their governments stopped the 
run on prices and decided that Australia, 
Greece and Turkey should talk together. 

We do not need government intervention 
now or any other time on a matter well 
within the capabilities of the dried fruit in· 
dustrles in Australia, Greece, Turkey and 
others to correct." 

"We have met in conferences in every year 
since 1962 and all of us are aware of the dif· 
ficultles we encountered in reaching levels 
which were favourable to producers of all 
countries and there are no reasons why 
that situation should not be maintained. 

Unless joint and immediate action is taken 
by all concerned to improve world export 
prices we could be faced with: 

(1) Further lowering of prices 
(2) Intervention by governments 
(3) Quantitative limitations by the Euro
pean Commission. 

Accordingly we firmly believe in order to 
regain the confidence of buyers throughout 
the world's export trade that no 
sultanaS/raisins should be offered for sale 
from now on at the price less than US 
dollars 1550 per ton FOB. 

Please let us have your organisation's con
sidered comments as soon as possible by 
telex." 

There are some who query the value of such 
communications. There are also those who claim 
that our annual world conferences are akin to 
those of the Organisation of Petroleum exporting 
countries in that ail we do js sit around and rig 
prices. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

We all have heard of the economic maxim of 
the law of supply and demand. 

To me it always seems to apply on 
agricultural products - all endeavouring to see 
who can sell lower than the next. Prices go 
down by the escalator and up by the stairs. 

The law of supply and demand should have 
equal application to the producer as well as the 
speculator, but history shows that it is forever 
acting to the detriment of the former. 

The response to the Australian Dried Fruits 
Corporation's telex of 9 October has been 
satisfactory in that prices from Mediterranean 
producing countries have substantially improv
ed. 

WORLD SUPPLIES -
DRIED VINE FRUITS 

From 1 June, 1981 to 31 August, 1982, it 
is estimated that the total availability of dried vine 
fruits will be 735,000 tonnes comprising 
661 , 000 tonnes sultanas/raisins and 7 4, 000 
tonnes of currants. 

After allowing for a total of 220,000 tonnes 
for domestic consumption in producing coun
tries the balance is approximately 515,000 ton
nes. With export sales at 420,000 tonnes, the 
balance is 95,000 tonnes. After allowing for a 
required carryin by U.S.A. at 31 August, 1982 
of 40,000 tonnes, the overall estimated excess 
is 55,000 tonnes equals 7Y. per cent of 
estimated availability. 

In all of our discussions in the past with other 
countries, a consideration of paramount impor
tance has been the realisation that surpluses or 
unsold stocks can come about in various ways 
including over production or reduced consump
tion or a combination of both. 

it is imperative that dried fruit producing 
countries maintain (increase) the present rate of 
consumption of dried vine fruits in world export 
trade at approximately 420,000 tonnes per an
num. 

With Comecon countries consuming in ex
cess of 120,000 tonnes annually of total world 
export trade, and the rest of Europe 220,000 
tonnes, the balance of 80,000 is mainly ex
ported to Canada, Japan and New Zealand. 

The 55,000 tonnes of world availability 
which it is estimated will be unsold at 31 August, 
1982, will possibly be reduced substantially 
arising from increased sales to Comecon Coun
tries. 

1981 SEASON -
AUSTRALIA 

For the 1981 Season the tonnages of the 
three varieties available for purposes of alloca
tion:-

Currants 4, 164 tonnes 
Sultanas including 6, 7 40 tonnes 
carried over from 1 980 58, 141 tonnes 
Raisins 6,579 tonnes 

Total 

After allowing 
market

Currants 
Sultanas 
Raisins 

Total 

68,884 tonnes 

for the Australian domestic 

3,621 tonnes 
21 ,732 tonnes 

4 ,000 tonnes 
29,353 tonnes 

The quantities available for export were:-
Currants 543 tonnes 
Sultanas 36,409 tonnes 
Raisins 2,579 tonnes 

Total 39 ,531 tonnes 

Unsold quantities at 30 November, 1981 , of 
the tonnages allocated for export were:-

Currants - tonnes 
Sultanas 4,585 tonnes 
Raisins 585 tonnes 

Total 5,170 tonnes 
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OUTLOOK SUMMARY AND 
CONCLUSION 

In making any assessment of the outlook for 
Australian dried vine fruits for 1982 and beyond 
the important factors as they appear to me will 
be:-
1 . Present world stocks are higher than they 

were at the same time in 1 981 however the 
estimated unsold figure of 55,000 tonnes 
at 31 August, 1982, could not be regarded 
as high or abnormal. 

2. The Australian production of dried vine 
fruits for 1 982 to be harvested in 
February/March, is expected to be around 
76,000 tonnes. 

3 . The sultana prices presently being offered 
in world export trade could shortly increase 
to around $US 1400/1500 per tonne 
F.O.B. 

4. Ocean freight rates from Australia continue 
to increase but these are being tempered 
by the strength of the Australian Currency 
even though in my opinion it should be on 
par with the U.S. dollar. 

5 . Reduced E.E.C. duty from 1 January, 
1982, to imports of dried vine fruits into 
E. E. C. from third countries. 

6 . Strong act1on by tne use of resource 
diplomacy should be followed by the 
Australian Government should there be any 
further impediment to our exports to E. E. C. 
countries of dried vine fruits. 

7. The cost of production is expected to again 
substantially increase in Australia for 1982. 

8. Interest rates in Australia for the agricultural 
producer are far too high and must be 
reduced. 

9. World export trade in dried vine fruits from 
1 June, 1980 to 31 May, 1981, declined 
slightly. However imports of dried vine 
fruits into Comecon Countries during 
1982/83 are expected to substantially in· 
crease. 

Taking all the above factors into account and 
in line with the general confidence which primary 
producers maintain the situation for 1982 for 
dried vine fruits on the world market appears to 
be improving and one in which Producers can 
have a general degree of optimism. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Corporation may 
be expected to follow the general form of co
operation with other dried fruit producing coun
tries as it has done in the past and particularly in 
October 1981 when it sought action by all con· 
earned in stopping the run on export prices 
which was taking place at that time. 

Mr Chairman, that was intended to be the 
total of my paper, and I had prepared 3 words as 
a summary. 

However, the Chairman of the A.D.F.A. has 
informed me since this paper was written, that a 
producer within the E.E.C. is seeking to have 
the import of dried vine fruits into the E. E. C. ex
cluded. This means a cost in the return to 
packers of $49 million, with a consequential loss 
to growers. With this very disturbing news, my 
summary of the dried vine fruits outlook has gain
ed another word. The summary, without mean
ing to be too flippant is: 

INSPIRATION 
CO-OPERATION 
PERSPIRATION 
CASTRATION? 
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CSIRO releases 
a new 

sultana-type 
grape variety 

Mert>ein Seedless, a new white seedless grape 
variety has been named and released by CSIRO 
for evaluation by industry. The variety is intend· 
ed primarily for drying to produce sultana-type 
raisins but is also suitable for winemaking or as a 
table grape. Merbein Seedless gives much 
higher yields of fruit that is less susceptible to 
rain damage at harvest and is easier to process 
than Sultana, the main multipurpose variety now 
grown in Australia. It is intended as a replace
ment for Sultana, which is also known as Thomp
son Seedless sultana, Sultanina and Kishmishi 
and is one of the oldest and most widely grown 
grape varieties in the world. 

The Merbein Seedless sultana was bred by 
CSIRO Division of Horticultural Research at their 
Mert>ein Laboratory near Mildura in north
western Victoria, the centre of Australia's dried 
fruit growing area. The variety is a cross be
tween Sultana and Planta Pedralba, a high 
yielding quality Spanish variety used lor the pro
duction of fortified wines. Large areas of this 
variety has also been grown in north Africa, par
ticularly in Algeria where it is known as Farana. 

Merbein Seedless is the fifth new variety to be 
released by CSIRO from their vine breeding pro· 
gramme which was commenced in 1965 to 
breed grape varieties that are adopted to the hot 
inland regions of Australia where the majority of 
our wine grapes and practically all our drying 
grapes are now grown. One specific aim has 
been to develop improved drying varieties with 
increased resistance to rain damage at harvest. 

The original Plant Pedralba x Sultana cross 
was made by CSIRO in 1 965 and the variety 
now named Merbein Seedless was selected 
from a population of 72 seedlings in 1969. Its 

performance has been assessed since then in 
trials at Merbein and in the Mildura area. The ex
perimental data available indicate that Merbein 
Seedless is superior to its Sultana parent in 
many respects. When compared with Sultana 
clone H5, the high yielding Sultana selection 
most propagated by the industry, Merbein 
Seedless has given yield increases of 1 06% in 
1979, 22% in 1980 and 80% in 1981, under 
experimental conditions. The difference in 1 981 
appeared to be partly due to shrivelling of some 
of the newly set berries ·of Sultana during a 
severe heatwave in November, 1980. No such 
effect was observed on Mert>ein Seedless. 
Preliminary data from the 1982 vintage indicates 
that Merbein Seedless has out-yielded Sultana at 
Merbein by approximately 67%. Observations in 
1977 and 1979 when rain occurred at harvest 
suggested that Merbein Seedless was less easi
ly damaged by rain than Sultana H5. In 1981, 
following rain in late January, the percentage 
berry drop during picking and during spreading 
on the racks for drying, was significantly lower 
for Merbein Seedless than fc;>r Sultana H5. 

The new variety also appears to be superior to 
Sultana during processing. In CSIRO trials the 
berry stems were more readily removed and the 
berries were less easily damaged in the pro
cess. The fruit should pose no difficulties for 
processing and marketing. 

The variety could have considerable potential 
as a multipurpose grape for Australia. In many 
years, more Sultana grapes are crushed for wine 
than any other variety in Australia. Merbein 
Seedless ripens with a composition similar to 
that of Sultana and wine made from the variety at 
Merbein has been well received by several 
winemakers. 

The variety offers both increased yields and 
wine making characteristics that are at least equal 
to those of Sultana and thus could be a viable 
alternative for growers planting up new 
vineyards or replanting existing Sultana vines. 

Dr. J. V. Possingham, 
CSIRO. 

Division of Horticultural Research. 

Merbein Seedless just prior to harvest. M1ss Patnc1a Williams, shown with the vine, is employed as a 
technical assistant in the CSIRO vine breeding programme, with funds provided by the Dried Fruits 
Research Committee. 
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RETURNS TO GROWERS -
CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS AND 

RATES OF INTEREST 
All growers will be aware of rising rates of in

terest, and the effect they are having on their 
own finances. These very same high rates of in
terest will adversely affect the return to growers 
for every tonne of fruit for each variety. The 
Dried Fruit Pools conducted by packers are 
financed by bank loans. Packers certainly do not 
have the internal resources to meet payments 
given to growers on receipt of fruit at the beginn
ing of the season. Interim payments are also 
largely financed with borrowed money - the 
pools not moving into a credit position until late in 
the season when returns from sales will surpass 
payments to growers. The interest on the bor
rowed funds is a cost to the pools and has 
shown significant increases in recent years 
because of the higher rates of interest. 

At the same time, growers' costs of production 
are escalating and unfortunately, sales of fruit on 
most export markets are slowing down due 
largely to foreign exchange variations. 

Australian currency over the past two years 
has consistently strengthened relative to most 
other foreign currencies re( ulting in the 
overseas buyers paying more of their currency 
for the same quantity of Australian dried fruit. 

Fruit exporters in other overseas countries 
have therefore developed an advantage over the 
Australian industry, as indicated by the table. 

The Federal Government is slowly adjusting 
the exchange rate to more favourable levels by 
small downward increments. 

However, the damage to the 1 981 pools has 
been done, with reduced sales meaning a carry
in to Season 1982 of some 6 ,000 - 7,000 ton
nes of vine fruits, and some sales on export at 
reduced prices. 

8-March, 1982. 

FOR SALE 

VINES & CITRUS 
MATERIALS 

Contact: 

SUNNYCLIFF NURSERIES 
For all: 

CITRUS TREES 
VINE ROOTLINGS 
GRAFTED ROOTSTOCKS 

Also CONTRACT PROPAGATION can be 
arranged for your: 

Green or Hardwood 
cuttings 

Bench grafted rootstocks 
Citrus trees 

For orders or details write: 

P.O. Box 369, lrymple, Vic., 3498. 
Or phone (050) 24 5459. 

A.H. (050) 24 5500. 
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Submission to 
Standing Committee on Science and the Environment 

LAND USE POLICY 
The need for a co-ordinated approach to major land use problems in 

~ustralia, with particular reference to: 

a) the impact on the Australian environment of current land use policies; 
and 

b) the development of a co-ordinated national approach to land use policy 
having regard to the constitutional powers of the Commonwealth, State 
and local governments. 

This Submission is presented on behalf of 
1e Dried Fruits Industry by the Board of 
lanagement of The Australian Dried Fruits 
ssociation. 

1. For its own part the A.D.F.A. recognises 
1e major problem affecting land use to be Salini
•. The concern is not caused by primary salting 
·hich already makes much of Australian land un
Jitable for agriculture. The real problem is 
3Condary salinity with its destruction of existing 
1rm lands. The decrease in production due to 
31! is a real problem for the Dried Fruit Grower 
~ a family unit may be supported on as little as 
5 acres. Decreased production because of salt 
1eans that the capital invested in that land is 
1der-utilised and leads to declining returns to 
1e family unit. The very least effect of salt is a 
1ilure to attain full economic potential. 

2. Irrigation is commonly blamed as the ma
•r cause for secondary salting. This blame is un
lir as is demonstrated by the phenomenon of 
-y land salting where land that has never been 
igated has become untillable because of salt 
)ntamination. 

3. Obviously contamination of the soil by 
lit is not due to the addition of saline water to 
1e land nor is saline water which pollutes the 
31ural water courses a result solely of the 
aching of irrigated land. This Submission does 
't set out to be a technical paper. It is felt that 
thers are in a better position to address the 
;ientific causes of soil salinity. However it is ap-
3rent that there are vast quantities of salt trap-
3d within the soil at differing depths, whether 
( the up-raising of the inland seas of ages ago, 
· by an accumulation of precipitated salts. This 
ill is being borne to the surface by rising water 
bles. Hydraulic pressures and the application 
' water for irrigation play a part here, but the 
ajor cause would appear to be the removal of 
1e natural land cover with its greater rate of in
'rception of precipitation with resultant lessen
g in run-off and decreased ground water 
!Charge. The natural vegetation also had a 
·eater use of ground water by virtue of it being 
3ep-rooted and permanent compared to the 
tlatively shallow rooted and largely seasonal 
·ops that have replaced it. "A blue gum for ex-
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ample can transpire 250 Uday. When trees are 
replaced by pastures, more water percolates 
deep into the subsoil dissolving stored salts." 
("Saltland in Victoria", by the Victorian Irrigation 
Research and Promotion Organisation at p.111. 

4 . The higher level of the water tables 
causes dry land salting, irrigation the salting and 
pollution of streams. Thus the clearing of land 
withjn a catchment, whether for irrigation, dry 
land farming, or non-agricultural uses (such as 
urbanisation), has created the salt problem 
within that catchment. 

5. While much is heard about salinity in the 
media and in the Parliament, it is a disturbing fact 
that no Government body has made a recom
mendation of policy for the reclamation of salt 
contaminated land nor for catchment wide salt 
mitigation management policies. There appears 
a need for research into management criteria 
and a firm policy for the control of catchments as 
a whole. This creates a largely political problem 
as the Murray/Darting system contains cat
chments in four States. 

6 . Management measures should extend to 
the provision of better information to farmers for 
the requirements of on-farm water usage. 
Despite all the research, there is still little 
knowledge of how much water differing plants 
require; at what time interval; the effect of dif
ferent methods of application, e.g. overhead, or 
under plant sprinklers and flood irrigation; the 
techniques of designing and constructing effi
cient drainage systems; and the extent to which 
drainage water can be re-used. 

7 . As well as providing information of this 
type it will be necessary for incentives to be pro
vided to facilitate adoption. The South Australian 
and New South Wales Governments already 
have measures to achieve this aim through low 
interest loans for on-farm capital works. There is 
a need for an all embracing scheme as salt 
respects no State boundary 

8. Heavy funding is also required for capital 
intensive works such as drainage interceptors 
which prevent saline ground water entering a 
river; saline diversions such as the Barr Creek 
Mineral Reserves Scheme; and possibly for 
desalinisation works. 

9. While education of farmers to better 
water management practices will both save 
water and reduce the effects of salt trapped 
within the soil, the adoption of better practices 
cannot be obtained by education alone. Many ir
rigated districts supply water upon a roster 
system. While it is believed that more frequent, 
less heavy watering may assist the salt mitiga
tion, it is not possible where the water may be 
available only every three weeks or so. Again 
large capital inflow is required to update these ir
rigation systems to water on demand, or at least 
reduce the turn-round time on the roster. 

1 o. Another measure which will assist to 
overcome the problem of salt induced under
utilisation of land and capital is the development 
of salt tolerant plants. Salt tolerancy is not an 
answer in itself as the country cannot afford to 
allow salts to continue to accumulate. However 
improved species can lead to arresting produc
tion declines due to salt contamination of the 
water or land. For example, the Dried Fruits 
Research Committee has provided funding for 
the testing of a range of rootstocks for grape 
vines to measure the salt tolerancy that can be 
achieved. No one root-stock is suitable lor each 
variety of grape and continued research is re
quired. This is again a capital intensive project 
and suffers from the further detriment that there 
is no guarantee of a return on the investment. 

11 . The consequences of salt is a problem 
being visited upon the irrigator and dry land 
farmer of today. Many of the measures called for 
in this Submission require large financial input. 
The average Iarmer has not the finances nor the 
flair to undertake these problems alone. It is 
essential that salt mitigation be conducted on a 
catchment basis. "Ad hoc" measures from farm 
to farm will not provide an answer. The farming 
community as a whole cannot be expected to 
finance the necessary works. Past farmers and 
society generally have had the benefits of the 
buoyance of the agricultural economy in the past 
decades. Neither has the situation been created 
by the acts of the present day Iarmer. Water. 
tables did not rise overnight, It is 1he poor irriga
tion methods, the lack of drainage and the clear
ing of deep-rooted natural plants with their high 
rates of evapotranspiration which have created 
the problems of today. The Iarmer and the 
Australian consumer who buys the produce can
not be expected to come to grips with this enor
mous problem alone. Substantial government 
assistance is required. 

12. In addition to enabling better use of 
water and preserving water quality it is vital to 
ensure that supplies lor existing users be main
tained. This in particular will require the limitation 
of new irrigation districts. While improved on
farm practices may mean that less water is used, 
it is difficult to quantify the saving and it will cer
tainly occur over a long period of time. 
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13. Of particular concern to the irrigators of 
The A.D.F.A. is the increase in irrigated lands in 
New South Wales, especially lor Cotton near 
Bourke. This will lead to reduced stream flows in 
the Darling River, and even with high flow restric
tions water will not be available for dilution of the 
saline Menindee Lakes, nor for the flushing of 
the River system. The A.D.F.A. believes it is 
necessary to maintain the supply for existing ir
rigation and urban use. Any future development 
should also be subject to strict controls upon 
drainage return to the river system. The 
A.D.F.A. is not opposed to the development of 
further irrigation if it is evident that it will not 
cause any serious disability to existing irrigators. 

IMPACT OF URBANISATION 
14. Another concern of The A.D.F.A., its 

members being mainly irrigators, is the impact of 
urbanisation upon irrigation schemes. 

15. Economic operation of an irrigation and 
drainage system depends upon the full utilisation 
of the capital devoted to that purpose. The en
croachment of urban settlement upon the irriga
tion districts creates a significant opportunity 
cost in the failure to use part of the system which 
has been developed at considerable cost to pro
vide water to irrigate the land. The cost of servic
ing the capital and operating costs is thus thrown 
upon a smaller number of land holders than 
originally intended. 

16. Apart from the financial cost, urbanisa
tion of irrigated land can create physical pro
blems. Extensive drainage systems can be 
displaced because of the works undertaken. In 
some cases damage occurs because insuffi
cient thought is given to the fact that a drainage 
system may be present, in other cases the 
drainage system may be very old, so that there is 
no record of any drains in the area. This lack of 
plans is particularly likely closer to existing set
tlements, which are the areas most likely to be 
affected by urban expansion. 

1 o-March, 1982. 

1 7. It may be some time before the effect of 
a drainage dislocation is noticed, e.g. a par
ticularly wet year, or a build-up of salts. At this 
stage remedial work is usually very expensive 
and is a significant burden on either the irrigators 
or urban dwellers affected. A particular instance 
of this is the need for the construction of a drain 
in the new urban area in the 14th Street area of 
Mildura, where a strip of horticultural land was 
urbanised without proper regard to drainage. 
Strip development of this nature should not be 
permitted where it will place additional costs on 
the existing ratepayers. 

18. The A.D.F .A. is not opposed to urbanisa
tion within existing horticultural districts where 
the development is planned so as to avoid im
pact on the economics of servicing the remain
ing area. 

LAND FOR NATIONAL PARKS 
19. Evidence tends to suggest that insuffi

cient consideration is given to the full effects of 
the declaration of land for National Parks and 
Nature Reserves of a like nature. It is known that 
farmers in the Hallah Lakes area have suffered 
great difficulty because of the declaration of the 
National Park there. In regard to the setting aside 
of land for this type of purpose The A.D.F.A. 
wishes to make reference to the proposed Kings 
Billabong State Game Refuge. While this is out
side the Federal sphere, it serves to 
demonstrate some of the issues raised. 

20. A Draft Management Policy Statement 
has recently been issued by the Fisheries and 
Wild Life Division of the State of Victoria for the 
proposed Kings Billabong Refuge. Kings 
Billabong is a short distance from Mildura and 
borders an intensive horticultural district. The 
Billabong and adjoining lands have been a sanc
tuary for native game since 1914. The contents 
of the proposal to change the status of the area 
to a State Game Refuge evidences that insuffi-

cient consideration has been given to the full ef
fects of widening the area and the status of the 
land. The management statement proposes cer
tain management guidelines yet openly admits 
that the Division does not have the finance to 
meet those guidelines. The proposal also seeks 
to exclude drainage water from the Billabong 
without showing that any detriment is caused to 
wild life, and without counting the cost of the 
necessary works, nor stating who will have to 
finance it. Then, to maintain the water regime 
typical of the area, it is proposed that the Divi
sion should compete with irrigators for the supp
ly of fresh water. 

21. Of most concern to horticulturists in the 
area is that no effective measures have been 
planned to prevent damage to crops by any spill
over of wild life from the Refuge. The Division 
proposes to cease the present practice of allow
ing leasehold grazing on the periphery of the 
Billabong. This will allow the spread of wild life to 
the very boundary of the horticultural properties. 
However the Division does not propose that the 
Crown should supply any fencing. With no buffer 
zone between the Refuge and the hor
ticulturists, it is difficult to see how wild life can 
be excluded when they are driven out of their 
habitat by the intermittent flooding of the 
Billabong by the Murray River. In fact it is difficult 
to envisage any fencing that could be effective in 
excluding wild life. The control measures put for
ward by the Division are wild life destruction per
mits. These are only obtained after damage has 
been occasioned, and are generally issued on a 
very limited scale as per the Hallah Lakes ex
perience. The other wild life control technique 
suggested by the Division is trapping or culling. 
To allow effective control without a buffer zone 
in times of flooding, much of the wild life would 
need to be killed. As this is to be supervised by 
Divisional Staff , it is unlikely that it would be 
allowed on a wide scale and significant damage 
to crops is foreseen. 
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EASTER COOKING 
Easter has traditionally been an occasion for family feasting and rejoicing, 
and we are sure that the delicious flavours of our Easter recipes will delight 
you. 

BRANDY SHORTCAKE ROLL 

Here's what you need: 
185g (6 oz) butter. 
1 Y. cups brown sugar (lightly packed). 
2 eggs. 
% teaspoon vanilla essence. 
1 cup plain flour. 
1 cup self raising flour 
% teaspoon salt. 
v. cup desiccated coconut. 
6 tablespoons Currants. 
2 tablespoons chopped mixed peel. 
2 tablespoons chopped glace cherries. 
3 teaspoons cinnamon 
2 tablespoons brandy or sherry. 

Here's what you do: 
Cream the butter and sugar together until light 

and fluffy, then divide the mixture in half. To one 
half add the eggs, one at a time, beating 
thoroughly after each addition. 

Add the vanilla essence, sifted flours, and salt, 
and work with a wooden spoon to combine 
thoroughly. Turn the mixture on to a well floured 
board and knead lightly until smooth and pliable. 
Roll the dough into a rectangular shape approx
imately 30cm x 23cm (12" x 9"). 

Add the coconut, fruits, cinnamon, and bran
dy or sherry to the remaining half of the creamed 
mixture, and stir well to combine. Spread evenly 
over the dough to within 1 em (%'') of the sides 
and roll from the short side, as for a Swiss Roll. 

Place the roll in a greased 23cm x 12cm (9" x 
5") loaf tin, and bake in a moderate oven for 45 · 
to 50 minutes. Allow to cool in the tin . 

Dust with icing sugar, or frost with thin white 
icing flavoured with brandy or sherry. Allow to 
stand overnight before slicing. 
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EASTER CAKE 

Here's what you need: 

250g (8oz) butter. 
1 cup caster sugar. 
2 oranges. 
5 eggs. 
2% cups plain flour. 
1 teaspoon baking powder. 
% teaspoon salt. 
% cup blanched chopped almonds. 
1 cup Sultanas. 
1 cup Currants. 
% cup chopped mixed peel. 
1 tablespoon brandy or orange juice. 

Here's what you do: 
Cream the butter. Add the sugar and grated 

rind of the oranges and cream together. Beat in 
the eggs one at a time. Sift the flour, baking 
powder and salt. Mix the almonds in with the 
flour and fruit, then stir into the cream mixture 
with the brandy. Turn into a greased and lined 
20cm (8") round tin. Bake for 2-2Y. hours or un
til a skewer inserted in centre comes out clean. 

SUNRA YSIA CAKE 

Here's what you need: 

185g (6oz) butter, softened 
1 Y2 cups sugar 
1 x 250g packet cream cheese softened at 
room temperature 
1 % teaspoons vanilia essence 
4 eggs 
2 cups plain flour 
1 y. teaspoons baking powder 
v. teaspoon salt 
2 cups mixed fruit 
:Y. cup chopped walnuts 
2 teaspoons grated orange rind 

Here's what you do: 
Beat together the softened butter and sugar, 

then add the cream cheese and vanilla essence 
and mix until well blended. Add the eggs one at a 
time beating well after each addition. Gradually 
mix in the sifted flour, baking powder and salt. 
Fold in the mixed fruit, walnuts and orange rind. 
Spoon the mixture into a greased and lined 
23cm (9") tin and bake in a moderate oven for 
1 y. hours, or until cooked. 

HOT CROSS BUNS 

Here's what you need: 
30g (1 oz) compressed yeast. 
v. cup sugar. 
4 cups plain flour. 
1 teaspoon salt. 
1 Y• cups milk. 
Y• teaspoon mixed spice. 
Y· teaspoon cinnamon. 
60g (2 oz) butter. 
1 egg. 
Y• cup Sultanas 
y. cup Currants 
Y. cup chopped mixed peel. 
Here.'s what you do: 

Cream the yeast with one teaspoon each of 
the sugar and flour. Add lukewarm milk and mix 
well. Cover the bowl and stand it in a warm place 
for 1 0 -1 5 minutes or until the mixi.Jre is frothy. 

Sift together the flour, salt, sugar and spices. 
Rub in the butter, then add the beaten egg, 
sultanas, currants, mixed peel and yeast mix
ture. Mix well and knead lightly. Return the 
dough to the bowl then cover with a clean cloth 
and stand it in a warm place for 40 minutes, or 
until the dough doubles in bulk. Punch the dough 
back into the basin then turn out and knead until 
the dough is smooth and elastic. Cut the dough 
into three equal pieces and cut each piece into 
five, making fifteen buns in all. Knead each bun 
into a round shape. 

Place the buns in a lightly greased 1 8cm x 
28cm (7" x 11 " ) lamington tin and then stand it 
in a warm place 10-15 minutes, or until the buns 
reach the top edge of tne tin . Sift Y. cup plain 
flour and mix to a paste with Y.rd cup water. Fill 
into a small plastic bag with a small hole cut 
across the corner to make a piping bag. Pipe a 
cross on each bun. Bake in a hot oven for 15-20 
minutes. 

Remove the buns from the oven and im
mediately brush with a glaze made by dissolving 
1 tablespoon sugar and 1 teaspoon gelatine in 1 
tablespoon hot water. Cool buns on a wire rack. 
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ADDENDUM 

CSIRO Sultana Vine Management Research 
The article entitled "CSIRO Sultana Vine Management Research" which ap

peared in the July, 1981 issue of the Dried Fruits News was printed without the 
list of References that were quoted in the text. As well, two figure captions were 
reversed and one of the figures was not printed. 

Figure 6, 7 and 9 should have appeared as: 

Canes with fruiting shoots 

Spurs with 
non-fruiting 

replacement shoots 

Fig. 6 Vine formed on a wide T-Trellis to the split system of training showing com
plete separation of fruiting canes and spurs for development of renewal 
shoots. The diagram shows the arrangement of vines within the row. 
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Fig. 7 The hanging cane system, with the permanent cordon attached to the high 
single trellis wire and the free hanging replacement canes that will bear the 
crop. ' 

Fig. 9 The cane-spur system developea on a single wire trellis with 2 canes on 
one side and long spurs arising from canes laid down the previous season 
on the other side of the vine. 
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Central Coast (NSW) 

Agricultural Research and 

Extension Committee 

and 

Travelstrength Limited 

The Commonwealth Banks Travel Service 

present the 

EUROPEAN HORTICULTURAL 
STUDY TOUR 

8th August • 9th September, 1982. 

-~--------------------, 
FOR BROCHURE ANO FUimiER 
INF()RMA;IIC)N PLEASE COMPI..ETE 
THIS FOR/'\ AND FORWAA!> T<>. 

CEI'fTRAL COAST (NSW) AQRJCOLTORAL RESEARCH 
AND E.XTENSION COI'II'IITTEE 
8o•362P.O. 
Oosford N.S.W. 2250 

Name ... . ................... . ... ··· 

Address: ... . 

Phone: ......... City: ... . 

State: .......... Postcode: . 

Please forward me a brochure with fur
ther information on the European Hor
ticultural Study Tour. 

Tour operalor is 
Travelslrenglh Umiled, 
The CommonweaJih Banks Travel Service 
11 5 Pill Streel, Sydney. 

TAAB LIC. No. 8617. 

Tour HlghUghts Include 

• 7 days at the 21st Horticultural Congress to be held in 
Hamburg from 29th August to 4th ~mber, 1982. 

• Study visits to Citrus, Qrape, Olive Qrowing lveas and 
Vegetable Marl<els in Italy and Sicily. 

• Vosi)s to Ho<ticultural Research Associations and Slations 
and Local Marl<els in Austria and Switzerland 

• ViS~ to Berry Fruit, Soft Fruk Farms and Vineyards along the 
Rhine. 

• VISiting Vegetable Research Slations, Irrigation Schemes 
and Soft Fruklveas of HoUand. 

• Amsterdam - VISiting International Horticultural Exhibition 
'Floriade'. 

• Sig~ng. with visits to well known historical areas in 
Rome, Naples, Palermo, Toarmina, F'lo<ence, .Venice, 
Vtenna, Zurich, Qeneva, Qrenobles, Basle, F reiburg. Rhine 
Valley, Koblenz, Hamburg and Amsterdam. 

• Vw to Vineyards and wine lastings in Beaujolais, Boppard 
and Chartreuse. 

Tour Costs Include 
• Hotel accommodatlon on share twin basis with continental 

brealdast. 

• Return air fares with stopowr In Singapore on return leg. 

• All stucly tours. 

• Transfers and slghlsftlng. 

• Entrance lea u appropriate. 

Costs 
BaMd on minimum 20 passengers --·----- $4250 
BaMd on minimum 30 passengers ____ ,_, ___ '3825 

BaMd on minimum 40 passengers -----·--- •3675 
BaMd on minimum 60 passengers •3600 

Single Room Supplement·- .... ----·------ •250 

a-d on curNrt ...._ ....t cunenqo actwnge ,_ N>Joct 
toeny..mn~ 
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The following article was referred to in the Editorial of the January Issue 
of the Australian Dried Fruits News, but due to a last-minute change to the 
layout of the journal, the article was not able to be printed. 

DRIED FRUITS RESEARCH COMMITTEE 
At the meeting of the Committee on December 2, 1981, the following research projects 
were referred to the Minister for Primary Industry, and subsequently approved by him: 

Continuing Projects: 

CSIRO: 
Development of New Drying Varieties by Hybridization . . . . . . . . 
Evaluation of Crop Tolerance to Salinity from Leaf Fluorescence 
Properties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

Department of Agriculture, New South Wales: 
Research to Develop Improved Control Measures for Prune Rust . 
The Economics of Alternative Irrigation Systems for Dried Vine 
Fruits .... .. ...... .. . .... . . . . . ... .. . . . ... . .... . 

Department of Agriculture, South Australia: 
(a) Collection of Middle East Apricot Seed and Budwood . .. .. . 
(b) Improvement of Apricot Cultivars ... ... . . ....... . ... . 
Biological Control of the Weed Three Corner Jack (Emex australis) 

Department of Agriculture, VIctoria: 
Field Evaluation of Arch Cane Pruning of Sultanas in the Develop-
ment of Trellis Drying . ...... . ............... ..... .. . 

Rootstocks, Spacing and Trellis for Gordo in a Nematode-infested 
Replant Situation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Evaluation of Cultural Practices and Rootstocks for Carina 
Grapevine ... ... .. . ... ... . . .... ..... .... ... .. .. . 

The Effects of Heat Treatment and Viruses on Yield of Grapevines 
Control of Parasitic Nematodes on Grapevines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Biological Control of Emex spp . .... .. ....... .. . .. . .... . 
Evaluation of Undervine and Overhead Sprinkler Irrigation on the 
Yield and Uptake of Sodium Chloride by Three Varieties of 
Grapevines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Capital Investments to Increase Productivity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Waite Agricultural Research Institute: 
Adaptation of the Link Trellis for Dried Sultanas .. .. ...... . .. . 

University of Sydney: 
Studies on the Propagation of Own-Rooted Prunes ... . ..... . 

$ 
17,000 

13,700 

19,267 

nil 

9,000 
400 
500 

800 

6,805 

6,035 
7,730 

17,384 
7,126 

13,044 
5,800 

1 ;170 

8,039 
133,800 

New Projects 
Australian Journal of Experimental Agriculture 

and Animal Husbandry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Treatment of Waste Water from Processing of 

Dried Vine Fruits (Mildura Co-op. and CSIRO) . . ... 
Optimising Techniques for Irrigation Management and Salinity 

Control of Grapevines (N.S.W. Department of 
Agriculture, Dareton) ...... . . . ....... . .. . .. ... . . 

Development of Computerised Methods of Disease Management 
of Dried Fruits Crops (N.S.W. & S.A. and 
overseas scientist) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Soil Management and Soil Structure Survey 
(&A. Department of Agriculture) ... . . . ..... . • ..... . 

Improving Apricot Resin Sulphuring 
(S.A. Department of Agriculture) ... . .. . . .... •• ... . . 

Tatura Trellis Culture & Irrigation for Apricots 
(S.A. Department of Agriculture) .... . . ... . . .. . ... . 

Adaption of New Technology in Spray Application to Spraying of 
Sultana Vines (Victorian Department of Agriculture) .... . . 

The Distribution and Control of Grape Phylloxera in Victoria . . . . . 

Administration Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Continuing Provision ...... . ... ... . . ....... .. . . •. 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ... . . .•. ... . . . ..... . .... .... .. 

$ 

250 

43,832 

35,135 

17,228 

2,500 

4,300 

4,090 

6 ,100 
6,000 

6,000 
5,000 

(3 years) 

(3 years) 

(1 year) 

119,435 

11,000 

$264,235 

The meeting of the Committee also considered the following projects: 

Refused: 
Research into Significance of Nematodes to the Prune Industry . . 
Financial assistance of Post Graduate Training ... . . . .. . . ... . 
Provision of Salinity Laboratory at lrymple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The Economic Significance of Diversification by Dried Fruit 

Growers into Fresh Fruit . ... .... . .. .. ..... . ... .. . 
Overseas visit Dr. Taylor. .. . ....... . .. . .. .. . .... ... . . 
Assessement of the Economic Feasibility and Market Potential of 

Dried Tree Fruits Production in Victoria .. . .. . .... . .. . . 
Nutrient Composition of Dried Fruits .... . .... .. .. .. ... . . . 
Dried Apricot Production (W.A.) . .. ... . .. . .. . .. .. .... . . . 
Use of Micro Wave Energy for Dehydrating Prunes 

5,150 
1,912 

45,832 

5 ,000 
7,860 

2 ,900 
20,931 
11,240 

(Deakin University) . .... .. ....... . .... .. . ..... . . . . . .. 6,420 
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