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lD kno"r just ho\V you feel about baby! 
,yant hin1-o1' her-to be perfect. No 
measures for you! Nothing less than the 
sturdiest youngster in the c1istrict will satisfy 

~roo, eh? Righ'c food is your greatest assistant in bringing 
full health to the child. Swallow awl Ariell's Milk 
Arrowroot Biscuits have long been recognised by 
n1edicoR, nnrses, a{1d n1others as an ic1Pal babY food. 
They build up! Their food value is tJ>tdoubted, for 
their ingredients are fresh, cre,.my mill< and purest 
arro-.vroot, in correct lJl'OPOl'tions. 

Ask yotn' grocer for 
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YOU CAN'T CHOP A TREE DOWN 
with your hands 

YOU CAN'T FIGHT A FOREIGN FOE 
with your fists 

YOU CA~T HAVE A SOUND 
FENCE POLICY 
without munitions 

DE-

YOU CAN'T BE CERTAIN 
MUNITION 

OF YOUR 
SUPPLIES 

without an Australian Iron and 
Steel Industry 

THINK IT OVER 
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Commonwealth Dried Fruit Bill, 1928. 
Recently the Minister for Markets 

introduced a bill in the Federal Par
liament, termed the Dried Fruits Bill. 
In moving- the second reading, Mr. 
Paterson recalled the institution of 

.. the Export Board in 1924, and later 
the institution of State boards. He 
said that the board had no power to 
compel fruit to be exported, al
though it could control the condi
tions of export. It was fair to state 
that during the war, when export 
rates were extremely high, the 
A.D.F.A. growers sold within Aus
tralia at a price lower than the ex
port rate. The High Court had ruled 
that the State boards had no power 
to interfere with interstate trade. 
The Victorian and South Australian 
Governments had already amended 
their acts providing for export 
quotas, and it was understood that 
Western Australia and New South 
Wales contemplated similar action. 
The Commonwealth did not propose 
delegating its powers to the States, 
but to make use of the prescribed 
authorities, which would probably be 
boards created by the State acts as 
the Commonwealth's instrument for 
carrying out its powers. The High 
Court's most recent judgment was 
section 92 of the Constitution, which 
bottnd State Legislatures. Th.e Com
monwealth was not so bound, and if 
it was so desired, ,could regulate 
interstate trade. Whatever the Gov
ernmeht did must be subject to the 
limitations of section 99; that there 
must be no preference or discrimina
tion shown between one State and 
another. 

Dealing with the necessity for the 
present legislation, Mr. Paterson said 
that Mr. Gunn, a member of the 
Development and Migration Commis
sion, who recently conducted an ex
haustive investigation of the dried 
fruits industry, declared that the in
dustry must fail unless all those 
engaged in it were compelled to bear 
a share of the less remunerative ex
port trade as well as the more re
niunerative local trade. It was 

doubtful if the Commonwealth could 
directly control export, but, accord
ing to the High Court, it could regu
late interstate trade. It was proposed 
to use that power, and, indirectly, to 
lay down the export quota. It was 
proposed, under the bill, that inter
state trade could only be undertaken 
by packing sheds for persons who 
had obtained licences and who ob
served the export quota. In that 
the chain was ·completed, and inter
state and overseas trade could be 
reg·ulated by the Commonwealth and 
States in conjunction. It was not 
proposed to deter a free flow of 
trade from State to State, but those 
who wished to indulge in this trade 
must do their duty regarding ex
port. The Government believed that 
the measure was vital to the exis
tence of the industry, and it was sup
ported by an extraordinary degree of 
unanimity. 

In his concluding remarks the 
Minister stated th<~-t the measure was 
vital to the existence of the indus
try, and it was supported by an ex
traordinary degree of unanimity. 

The Mildura District Executive of 
the A.Dt.F.A. desires to take this 
opportunity of endorsing the state-
ment of the Minister. · 

Ninety-nine per cent of the dried 
fruits produced in this district this 
season is being marketed under 
A.D.F.A. conditions. No greater ex
ample of voluntary control amongst 
primary producers could be quoted. 
On behalf of these growers, we de
sire to confirm the :,tatement of the 
Minister that the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Bill is essential to the 
stabilit;y of the industry, assuring, as 
it does, the application of the prin
ciple of equity in export proportions. 

There is no diversity of opinion on 
the subject, growers are unanimous, 
and we sincerely trust the measure 
will be passed by the Federal Gov
ernment. 

',1 I 
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Preference with New Zealand. 
For several years the A.D.F.A. has 

consistently endeavoured to o:btam 
preferential treatment for Australian 
dried fruits in New Zealand. 

Recently the Australian Minister 
for Trade and Customs (the late Mr. 
Pratten) visited New Zealand, arid 
was evidently unsuccessful because, 
in an interview with the press on his 
return, he is reiJorted to have said-

"How in the world we are going to 
solve our trade problems and get 
together and please everybody I 
frankly do not know. The only 
way out of this difficult position 
is for each country to give what we 
can without hurting the agrarian or 
other special interests of either Do
minion." 

Taking advantage of this remark, 
the Mildura District Council of the 
A.D.F.A. placed before Dr .. Earle 
Page, Federal Treasurer, while he 
was visiting Mildura recently, the 
following statement on New Zealand 
preference:-

"Should this sugg·estion be adopted 
we would urge the special ciaims of 
the Australian dried fruits industry 
to receive consideration of the New 
Zealand Government and people. 

As New Zealand does not produce 
currants, sultanas or raisins, prefer
ence, if g-ranted in these fruits, will 
not in any way interfere with the 
producers of New Zealand. Such 
action bv New Zealand would be en
tirely in accord with the spirit of the 
recommendations of the Imperial 
Economic Committee, which places 
the order in which preferences should 
be granted, as-

First, produce of our own country. 
Second, preference to countries 

within the Empire. 
Third, preference to foreign coun

tries. 

The first preference :s quite sound 
because every country should protect 
its own producers before those of 
other countries. We recognise that 
this makes the matter of a reciprocal 
preference with New Zealand diffi-

cult because New Zealand is asking 
for. preference on primary products 
whiCh are produced in Australia, and 
would compete against our own pro
ducers, and, in not granting these 
preferences,. Australia is acting fully 
m accord With the recommendations 
of the Imperial Economic Commit
tee. 

We trust that the Federal Gov
e~·nment will still continue negotia
tions for preference for dried fruit 
on the grounds that New Zealand can 
grant Australia preference on this 
product without penalising their own 
producer~,. thereby giving producers 
111 the. BntJsh Empire preference over 
Amenca and foreign countries. 

Australia has for very many years 
st~ccessfully supplied New Zealand 
With currants, sultanas and raisins 
against the competition of Greece 
Smyrna and Spain, but of recent 
years U.S.A. has captured a consider
able amount of the New Zealand 
trade, for the reason that they are 
offering fruit at ridiculously low 
prices, which are very much 'below 
actual cost of production to the 
grower; to such an extent is this the 
case that properties are going into 
the hands of aliens. 

New Zealand will not suggest that 
U.S.A. is a large buyer and friendly 
customer for New. Zealand produce, 
the general experience being that 
America wishes to sell all her pro
ducts to other countries, but quickly 
establishes prohibition against the 
importations of any produce which 
may compete with the U.S.A. pl'o
ducers. 

I;t asking for preference on this 
basis, we feel that the ideals of New 
Zealanders and Australians are simi
lar, we all ask for a reasonable stan
dard of living, and do not expect 
goods at below cost of production. 

It can be definitely stated that 
under the system of marketing 
adopted bv the Australian dried 
fruits ind~stry any preference 
granted by New Zealand would go 
directly to the actual grower of the 

-·--------------------:: 
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fruit; it would not get into the hands 
of intermediaries. 

Our industry wants every possi~le 
Empire market it can get to sell Its 
produce in. Great Britain and Can
ada have granted us preference, then 
why not New Zealand?" 

Commonwealth Sales 
to April30 

SEASON 
Currants .... 
Sultanas.. . . 
'Lexias ..... . 

1928. 
441 tons 
843 tons 
169 tons 

UNDER AND OVER EXPORT 
ADJUSTMENT, SEASON 1927. 
Final statements have n~w be_en 

sei1t to all agents in connectiOn ;vith 
the Under and . Over Exp~n·t AdJust
ment of Currants and LeX1as for Sea
son 1927 so at an early date grov;
ers should be in possession of then· 
final results for the above season. 

Board Meeting 
A meeting of the Board. of Man

agement will be held at Mildura on 
Thm;sday, May 17, at 10 a.m. 

London Sales 
The chairman of the Common

·wealth Dried Fruits Control Board 
advises that the sales of Australian 
dried fruits in Great Britain recorded 
with the London agency of the Board 
for the week ended May 3, 1928, 
represented-
Sultanas, Z04 tons, at an average 

price of £56/7/6 per ton. 
The total realisations of last sea

son's fruit ·in Great Britain are:-
Sultanas, 19,360 tons, at an average 

price of £58/1/10 per ton. 
Currants, 4809 tons, at an average 

price of £42/11/ per ton. 
Lexias, 2026 tons, at an average 

price of £43/10/9 per ton. 

"'lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllltiiiiiUIIIIIIIUIIIIIIII'jiiiiiiiiiii,'IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIJIIllllllllllllll .. llllllllllllltiJllllt 

~ ~ 
E LYSAGHT'S ~ ~ ~ 

. E : I "Australian Made" ~ 

~ WIRE NETTING BARBED WIRE ~ 
~ WIRE NAILS ~ : FENCING : I WIRE ZINC OXIDE I 
'==._ The Name that Stands for Quality I 

LYSAGHT BROS. & CO. LIMITED 
=====. Head Office: 39 PITT STREJ?T, SYDNEY I (Works Parramatta Rlved 

Victorian Agents : GIBBS, BRIGHT & CO. 
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Wine Export Bounty 
MARCH, 1928. 

During the debate on. the Wine 
Bounty Bill in the Federal Parlia
ment on March 27 and 28, the posi
tion of the dried fruits industry in 
relation to the bounty was discussed 
at length. 

The Mildura District Council of 
the A.D.F.A. disagrees with some of 
the views expressed on this subject, 
and the following statement was 
placed before the Ron. Dr. Earle 
Page, M.P., Federal Treasurer, at 
Mildura on April 18, 1928:-

"The main facts of the wine ex
port trade as disclosed by the debate 
a11e: 

1. In view of the amended prefer
ential tariff effective in Great Bri
tain, the Government is of opinion 
that the wine bounty can. be reduced 
from 1 I 9 per gallon to 1 I per gallon, 
and that wine makers can still pay 
gTowers a reasonable price for 
grapes for wine and spirit. 

2. Wine makers contend that they 
cannot pay reasonable pnces tor 
grapes with a reduction in the 
bounty, in view of the competition 
from low grade wine manufactured 
in Great Britain from grape must 
and grapes imported from foreign 
countries at a low rate of duty. 

On these points this council would 
not express any opinion. The Gov
ernment has advisers competent to 
deal with them, and no doubt due 
consideration has been given to thei11. 
From our own local experience we 
can only state that contracts for 
wine and spirit under negotiation by 
the Mildura Winery have been can
celled, and many tons of gordos and 
doradillos which would have been 
absorbed for the wine an·d spirit 
trade will have to be dried. This fact 
is in direct support of the claims of 
the wine makers. 

It may be observed here that the 
cancellation of the contracts may be 
due to the reduction of the bounty, 
or, alternatively, to the weak posi
tion of the market, . caused b~· 
accumulation of stocks of 3,000,000 
gallons of wine in London. Whether 

from one or both causes the effect 
on the dried fruits indu~try is the 
same. Fruit which would have been 
absorbed as wine is now being dried 
'lnd will thus increase the amount of 
dried fruit to be placed on markets 
which are today unremunerative. 
This appli~s particularly to gordo 
grapes, which are dried as raisins or 
lexias. 

The Prime Minister, during the 
debate on the bill, stated :-"If dur
ing the critical years of 1924, 1925 
and 1926 there had been any increase 
in production (of dried fruits) all 
would have been faced with an im
possible task. Anything done to get 
rid of dried fruit as dried fruit would 
not have helped the problem." 

This is a straightforward state
ment of the inadvisability of forcing 
sales of dried fruits on the world's 
markets, and there follows an admis
sion that diversion of surplus fruits 
to the wine trade was a better cause. 

It is with alarm, therefore, that 
we view an extension of dried fruits 
production without adequate protec
tion for the grower, 

Mr. Bruce stated that there was 
now incentive for the grower to 
divert fruit from the wine trade to 
the dried fruits channels, as the 
prospects of obtaining £40 per ton 
in the sweat box were extremely 
bright. 

Mr. Paterson stated that the aver
age price of dried fruits this year 
would be £30 per ton. 

These statements are misleading. 
The currant crop (as a result of frost 
damage) is extremely light this year, 
and will probably net £40 per ton. 
The total Australian crop for 1928 
will be between 5500 tons and 6000 
tons, as against 11,500 tons in 1927. 
?'wo-thircls of this crop will be sold 
m the Commonwealth market at pro
tected values, and the export quota 
will be sold in markets on which we 
have a preferential tariff. The net 
return to the grower will probably 
be £40 per ton, but the fact must 
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not be overlooked that this is mainly 
clue to the short crop. Growers were 
advised to dry this fn~it,, and the 
quantity sent to the distillery was 
small.in consequence. 

The Gordo crop for 1928 is. g~od, 
however, and there is every m.dica
tion that the figures for 1928 will be 
equal to 1927 (around 6000 tons)· 
,About 75 per cent. of this fruit wil~ 
have to be exported. Prospects foi 
sale of this fruit in export n?arke~s 
are not bright. P:rices rulmg . m 
Great Britain are £34 per ton, w~Ich 
will net growers £17 per ton. Prices 
quoted to Canada average £42 per 
ton, which will net growers £30 per 
ton. 

There is no indication that Canflcla 
is willing to purch.ase at the prices 
quoted and they will have to be sub
stantialry reduced to capture the 
trade to the extent ~·equired ~o clear 
our export proportion. This must 
reduce returns below £30 per ton. 

In view of these figures, growers 
must regard with alarm the fact t~at 
the protection afforde~ by the wipe 
bounty will now he Withdrawn, ~:th 
no alternative measure of stability 
assured to them. We must protest 
against the reported statement of 
the Minister for Markets that "the 
prospects of prices for. this season's 
lexias indicated that It would pa,Y 
the grower far better to sell then· 
produce as dried fruit th!:n to se.nd 
it to the distillery, and the price 
was so p·ood that a bounty was not 
justified." 

This is quite contrary to facts. 
In 1927, with the benefits of the 
wine exuort bounty at 1/9 per gal
lon preference in Canada and Great 
Britain and a protected home mar
ket, gr~wers netted only £?8 per .ton 
for lexias. For 1928, Umted Km~
dom export prices are lower. It IS 

proposed that the export bounty on 
wine be reduced; prices in the home 
market cannot be raised-how then 
can the position be said to be. gr~atly 
improved? The full facts mdicate 
that the position will be worse, as 
returns for dried fruit will he lower. 

We strongly urge that a f';'ll en~ 
quiry be made on the que~t10n of 
costs of manufacture of wme, .and 
reduction of the bounty cleternuned 
only after assurance that the trade 
can be carried on with a reductiOn. 
The statements of the Government 
and of the wine makers ar~ so oppo
site that further information should 
be sought. We further request that 
in the meantime bounty be left at 
1/9 per gallon." 

A.D.F.A. Branches! 
SIT UP! 

When A.D.F.A. delegates at the 
1927 Federal Council Meeting for~
casted that 9H per cent. of the frmt 
in the Milclura district would be ma~·
keted through A.D.F.A. channels m 
1928 their forecast was regarded as 
a vain hope. Their hopes have been 
more than realised, h?wever, ~ncl th~ 
figures make interestmg readmg for 
Association growers. 

Tons 

Total crop delivered . to pack- " 
ing sheds to Apnl 28 .. 20,u28 

Delivered to A.D.F.A. Sheds 20,093 
Delivered to Outside Sheds . . 235 

A.D.F.A., 99 per cent. 
Outside, 1 per cent. 

There is no finer record of achieve
ment nor of loyalty to a volunt~n·y 
organisation in the records of pnm
ary production. 

Credit for this remarkable pos~tion 
is accorded firstly to the comnuttee 
of the Reel Cliffs branch of .the 
A.D.F.A., which devo~ed much time 
and energy in contmuous propa
ganda, and in ~nte.rvi~ws with ~utsi~e 
growers in their c!Ish:lCt. In Mildma, 
Irymple and Merbem less forceful 
but nevertheless succes~ful efforts 
were made by Associat!on leader:'· 
But, above personal achievement,. IS 

the recognised fact that th~ Associ.a
tion is necessary for n:axnm~m 1 e
turns to growers for their frmt, anrl 
100 per cent. membership means 100 · 
per cent. dividends. 

'1<: 
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CLEAN CITRUS 

FRUIT USE '_CLOUD FORM' n 

The Application of 

"Cloudlorm n Citro 
Dusts 

will elil!ectlvely check, BROWN 
oli C!trus, and wiU "lean fruit 
ioUage, ol! the unsiohtl and "' Y sooty mould. 

DUST TWICE 
durhllg pell'iiod Februar 
NIAGARA DUSTER c;:url' March, April, with the 
and leave bright clean :n~ "CLOUDFOR.M" DUSTS 

ru t and healthy foliage. 

OUR. LOCAL AGENT"' .,. can refer 

who have successliuUy treated 

Sole Distributors: 

Gibbs, Bright a C 
Z7 GRENFELL STREET • .. Oe 

The A"stralian Dried Fruits News. May 15, 1928. 
9 

Smyrna Fruit Market Report 
SEASON 1927. 

The following report has been received from C. J. Giraud and Co., 

Smyrna:-
Fruit Market Report, January 1 up to March 15, 1928. 

,;Sultanp,s-

Estimated arrivals to Smyrna mar
ket since opening of the season 

Estimated sales to date .. 

Closing Prices, Smyrna-

Type 12 
Type 13 
Type 14 
Type 15 
Type 16 

:. 

Steamers Loaded to Date-
For London ..... . 
For Liverpool . . . . . . 
For Glasgow . . . . . . 
For North Continent .. 
For ·South Continent .. 
For North America .. 
For North Africa .. 

Total Shipments to Date
To the United Kingdom 
To the Continent . . . . 
To U.S., Canada and Sundries 
To local consumption . . . . . . 

Market Condi·tions.-Since our last 
report, issued December 31, 1927, 
sales on the market have increased 
by 5700 tons, say from 39,700 tons 
to a total for the season to date of 
45,400 tons. Total exports since 
January 1, 1928, amount to about 
4200 tons, but a large proportion of 
this quantity was already held in 
stock by shippers against their Janu
al'y-March engagements, so that, of 
the 5700 tons new purchases since 
January 1, it must be reckoned 
that much the major portion has 
been boug·ht for local consump
tion by the alcohol monopoly. The 
monopoly, in its purchases, takes no 
heed of qualities. It buys for distill
ing· into alcohol, and quality is of 
secondary consideration. It has prac
tically established a bottom price on 
the market, which works out to the 
parity of 40 to 41 fls. c.i.f. Hamburg, 

1927-28 
Tons 

47,100 
45,400 

Per cwt. c.i.f. 
£ stg. 
36/6 
38/6 
41/6 
46/6 
53/ 

against 

" 

1926-27 
Tons 

33,000 
32,500 

Per 100 kos. c.i.f. 
Fls. 

42 
44 
47 
53 
60 

Boxes 
6,749 
4,407 

500 
209,127 

41,568 
4,204 

18,548 
1926-27 

Tons 
11,900 
15,100 

1,100 
3,500 

1927-28 
Tons 

11,583 
24,842 

1,105 
6,500 

according to exchange fluctuations, 
whieh represents the current market
able value of the lowest grade of 
fruit. 

Remaining· stocks in the country 
are variously estimated at between 
3000 to 4000 tons. Market, how
ever, is quiet, as, apart from mono
poly purchases, demand from con
suming centres abroad is very slow. 
With four months, however, to run 
until new crop is available, the stocks 
on this side are likely to be entirely 
cleared before the new season. 

It is too early as yet to make any 
reliable forecast a·bout the coming 
season's prospects, but weather con
ditions have been favourable so far, 
and justify good expectations pro
vided we escape spring frosts and 
rain or extreme heat during the har
vesting period. 

Smyrna, March 15, 1928. 
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Canada--Lexias 
The Board has decided that the 

prices at which the fruit is sold shall 
not be less than the following:-

Lexias, packed in 56lb. boxes-

5 Crown, 45/ per cwt., c.i.f., main 
Canadian ports. 

j~ Crown, 41/ per cwt;, 
Canadian ports. 

c.i.f., main 

3 Crown, 38/ per cwt., '1! main 
Canadian ports. 

C.l.J.., 

2 crown, :-;5; per cwt., 
Canadian ports. 

voi.f., main 

Lexias, packed in 28lb. boxes-
5 Crown, 47/ per cwt., c.i.f., main 

Canadian ports. 

4 Crown, 43/ 
Canadian 

per cwt., 
ports. 

c.i.f., ma.in 

3 Crown, 40/ per cwt., c.i.f., maiu 
Canadian ports. 

2 Crown, 37/ per cwt., c.i.i'., mam 
Canadian ports. 

Subject to the conditions announced 
by the Board in regard to trade with 
Canada. 

Development and Migration 
Commission's Conference 
The Development and Migration 

Commission have called a conference 
to consider the report of the com
mission on the dried fruits industry, 
to be held at Mildura on Tuesday, 
July 3 next. 

It is the intention of the commis
sion to invite delegates from the 
various districts on the Murray, both 
in Victoria, New South Wa1es and 
South Australia. It is also under .. 
stood that representatives from the 
State Governments and the State 
Boards will also be present, when no 
doubt a full discussion on the prob
lems affecting the dried fruits indus
try will be very thoroughly gone into. 

:!.11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

; GERRARD AND SERVICE I 
~ Whether you pack Dried ot· Fresh Fmit ~ I Maxi~~~"~;:u::;ty ;;m:i~~~:: Cost I 
I===== ~~~t~~~st b:lr:;:; 0:~~~~~~;= ==!====_ 

GERRARD WIRE TYING {119-125 Hawke St., West Melbourne. 
Pirie Chambers, Pirie St., Adelaide. 

MACHINES CO. Pty. Ltd. Reiby Chambers, ReibyLane,Sydney. 
= = § ~ 
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Insurance 
Extract from official report of Mr. 

"\li,T. Ranger, general manager of the 
Committee of Fruit Marketing, 
Brisbane:-

In view of the interest taken in 
recent years in hail insurance, en
quiries were made as to the proce
dure in America. 

Hail lnsurance.-This is the only 
form of crop insurance that is gen
erally available throughout the 
United States, and even this is of 
comparatively recent origin. It has 
now become a business of some mag
nitude. 

The most recent figures I was able 
to obtain were those of 1919, whBn 
560,000,000 dollars' worth of hail in
surance was underwritten at a cost 
of 30,000,000 dollars. The rates vary 
from 3 per cent. to 16 per cent., 
according to the liability of hail, and 
in general the business transacted is 
on cereal crops. The rates on fruit 
and garden vegetables, including 

peas and beans, even when raised as 
field crops, are generally from one 
and a half to twice the rate on 
cereal crops. Figures are available 
for the percentages on total hail 
premiums paid out for losses for the 
years 1914-19 inclusive:~ 

1914 48.2 per cent. 
1915 121.3 
1916 87.3 " " 1917 50.7 " 1918 63.7 " 
1919 47.8 " " It is estimated that the expenses vf 

operation of the insurance companies 
amount to 35 per cent. of the pre
miums collected. 

Hail insurance is underwritten by 
three types of organisations-

!. Mutual hail .insurance compa
nies, which generally limit their ~lsi
ness to the insm:ance of growing 
crops against hail. 

2. Joint stock fire insurance 
companies, which take hail insurance 
as only part of their business. 

----·----------------------------------------

Renmark fruitgrowers Co-operated Ltd. 
RENMARK 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll,llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllitllllllllllllllllllllf 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmat•k 
for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruit. 

t-)1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111-lf.-illll-lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllll.[ 

Paid-up Capital, £28,500 

Packers of the well known ~~ARK" Brand 
ru•.~~_~ •• _._ ...... u ...... Dried and Fresh Fruit . ............... u •• u .. 

Timber, Hardware, Produce and General Merchants 
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3. State hail insurance boards or 
departments. Many of the mutual 
hail insurance companies had severe 
setbacks in their early operations, 
through inadequate premiums, or not 
building up sufficient reserves dur
ing favourable years. 

Frost lnsurance.-In the past, the 
custom was for companies to form a 
pool at the request of a fair number 
of growers in a particular area. The 
tendency now is for them to with
draw from such pools, for example, 
in California and Florida, where 
citrus freezes have hit them very 
hard.' If a pool were created rates 
would be declared according to the 
liability of the area to frost. The 
business has not proved profitable, 
and is not generally available at the 
present time. 

The 1928 Season 
Practically the whole of the fruit 

from the 1928 season is now deliv
ered to the. packing sheds, and it is 
possible to give a fairly defined state~ 
ment of the crop. 

Currants. 
Nineteen hundred and twentyeight 

goes down as the worst currant sea
son experienced on the river settle
ments for very many years. 

The deliveries to the sheds in Vic
toria amount to about 3800 tons. In 
South Australia about 2000 tons, the 
bulk of the fruit being from the non-

irrigated areas of Clare, Angaston 
and McLaren Vale. 

These fi.g'ures disc~ose ~0 p~r cent. 
of a normal crop m V1ctona,. and 
35 per cent. in South Austraha. 

The heavy losses were due first to 
frost in September, and then to the 
heavy rains in January and Febru
ary. 

Western Australia has a good crop, 
estimated at. 1300 tons of good qual-
ity. 

There, was also a small quantity in 
New South Wales. 

The total crop may be put dow1~ nt 
around 7000 tons packed, agam~t 
almost 12,000 tons normal. 

Owing to the frost, many ~·iver 
growers did not harvest a ~mgle 
berry, andl considerable areas d1d not 
return 1 cwt. per acre. 

Sultanas. 
In South Australia the heavy frost 

of September proved very destruc
tive and only 2000 tons have been 
deli~ered to the sheds, equal to about 
a quarter of a normal crop. 

In Victoria frost damaged some 
districts very severely, while other 
parts escaped. ~hese later su~ered 
losses through ram damage, ~ut the 
fruit delivered to the sheds w1ll total 
about 16,000 tons, about 56 lJer cent. 
of the 1927 crop. 

The New South Wales areas •ll1 

the Mmrumbidgee s~ffered :!'rom 
eight inches of rain durmg the npen~ 

The Best of all Good Reasons for using 

SULPHATE of AMMONIA 
(the cheapest nitrogenous fertiliser) 

is that IT PAYS 

Order NOW from your packing shet... 
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ing and harvesting season, and the 
crop will be about 600 tons. 

The total fruit may be set down 
at about 19,000 tons, equal to about 
18,000 tons packed fruit. 

Lexias, 
The Gordos suffered less from 

frost than either currants and s~l
tanas. 

The deliveries in Victoria amount 
to 4000 tons, and in South Australia 
to about 1000 tons, while Western 
Australia's production will be 600 
tons, or just about a normal crop. 

The A.D.F.A. 
During the year all sections of 

growers have worked with the Asso
ciation to induce all gTowers to sell 
their fruit through Association chan
nels, and the result of the effort for 
better organisation has been most 
marked. 

In Mildura district, of 21,000 tons 
delivered to all sheds, only 250 tom, 
equal to about 1 per cent., is outside 
the Association, which means, of 
course, that 99 per cent. is inside 
the Association. This is truly a re
markable result, and speaks well for 
organisation. 

To those growers who still market 
outside the Association we will put 
this one question :-If it is good 
enough for growers of 20,750 tons 
in the one district to sell their fruit 
through the Association, then surely 
it should be good enough for you. 

These figures are a reply to cor
respondence in the Renmark 
"Pioneer" recently, when it was esti
mated that at least 30 per cent. were 
outside. Let us say now that if 
ever 30 per cent. of the growers are 
outside then there never can be nn 
effective Association. 

SI 

s 

In Nyah and W oorineen the fruit 
delivered to the sheds was 3800 tons; 
the fruit outside the Association is 
certainly under 500 tons. This is a 
wonderful improvement on last yeal' 1S 

position. To Nyah district we offer 
congratulations, but still hope for 
better results in the future. 

This gives the Victorian figures as 
about 97 per cent. inside the J\sso
ciation. 

In New South Wales, in 1927, tne 
whole of the Murrumbidgee pack was 
outside; this year the whole. of it 1s 
inside the Association. This again 
speaks well for. organisation. 

In Western Australia, which two 
years ago was all outside, we now 
have all but one shed inside. 

In South Australia the Association 
position is not so sound. Out of 
about 5000 tons, 1250 tons is outside 
the Association. This equals 25 per 
cent. 

These figures disclose a much im
proved position on last year, but 
there is still room for considerable 
organisation work to induce growers 
to stand with the Association. Out
side growers, it is useless to argue 

RICE 

THE BEST IN THE WORLD 

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL STOREKEEPERS 
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against the facts. Your outside buyer 
candidly admits that he relys on the 
Association fixing prices, and then 
sets himself out to sell at id. per lb. 
under Association prices. 

You will see this year better sales 
and brighter business, as the result 
of the removal of the depressing in
fluence of price-cutting sellers. 
Knowing they cannot be undercut, 
buyers will operate more freely. 

;, There will be confidence among;;t 
buyers. 

'In thinking of next year's crop, 
remember the Association is your 
only friend. Without it you would 
all be wreeked. 

Just for comparison, take the Cali
fornian growers. This season they 
have accepted £7 per ton in the sweat 
box for Thompson's seedless sultanas. 
They only have to export about 25 
per cent. of their crop. You in 1927 
had to export 85 per cerit. of your 
sultanas, and you look like getting 
£40. What makes this difference you 
may well ask, and the answer is 
Organised selling as opposed to dis
organised selling. 

In California the raisin business is 
now so thoroughly disorganised that 
packers m·e offering Thompson's seed
less, packed in 25 lb. boxes, at H 
cents, 2id. per lb., £21 per ton. Many 
people will argue that at this priee 
they should increase sales, but the 
effect in America of the cheap prices 
is simply that the public treat them 
with contempt, and packers and trad
ers who are putting up lines of mixed 
dried fruits now openly advertise: 
"This packet contains no raisins." 

This is a sound argument for grow
ers standing with the A.D.F.A., which 

is attempting to increase sales nt 
prices aftordmg growers a fair ra
turn. 

To growers who are outside the 
Association we say candidly it is no 
good sitting outside and nursing some 
imaginary grouch against the organ
isation. Don't look at what the As
sociation has failed to do. All or
ganisations have some faults, which 
can be found if one is looking for 
them. We invite you to come in and 
help us to do better. By staying 
outside you are certainly making our 
task harder and preventing us from 
doing better. 

·----------8 ..... 'S!llillllli!i!l< ___ --------~ 

Packing Companies 
write for your season's quotations 

CARBONATE OF POTASH 96/98% 
PURE FRENCH OLIVE OIL 

CAUSTIC SODA 98% (Greenbanks) 
CAUSTIC POTASH 

Indent or Spot Prices -----

HARDIE TRADING Pty. Ltd. 581 LI~EL~g5;~~s ST. 
Box 4502 G.P.O Telegrams: "HARDIE" MELBOURNE. Phone: Cent. 8638 (6 lines) 

"---·-----·----·----~------- 11!!11 B >St a--------~ 
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The MILDURA CO~OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. Ltd., Mildura 

,llflillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!llllllllll,llllllllllllllllfllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllt 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £100,000 PAID UP FUNDS £62,000 
JIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIII!IIIIIIIIIIfllllllllllliiiJIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllllllllllll' 

PACKERS and SELLERS of DRIED FRUIT 
dd!P'b\DL©<CK !Bl~J\ff'j]l!)PP 

PACKERS of all classes of DRIED FRUITS, also 
................. i .... u .. CITRUS and FRESH FRUJT· ....... IIIIIIIlllllllllllll 

ANNUAL PACK s,ooo to 12,000 TONS 

Packing Sheds : MILDURA, IRYMPLE, MERBEIN, BIRDWOOD 
and CURL W AA. 

Sales Offices: MELBOURNE, SYDNEY, BRISBANE, LONDON 
The Cotnpauy has a complete organisation fot- haudiiug Fruit Direct from the 
Grower to the Buyer, and being a Company capitalised entirely by Growers, its 
~-- Objects and Interests are entirely the Growers Interests, 

§ § 
rrtlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~ 

illllll~;;~;~~lllll;~~;~~~lllll;:::lllll~:::lllll1 

I ~a~:.~~ s.~~~;;~;~~;;;;;:~!~~:~= I 
§ E 
a ~ 
~ Registered Land Agents ~ 
= UIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIII = 
§ Fit·e, Life and Accident ~ 
~ INSURANCE AGENTS ~ 
~ ~ 
§ Agents for "Premier" Box Framing and Lidding Machines and ~ 
§ Gardner Waern Elevating Trucks. Qgotations on Application. ~ 

~uuu:,:,:,::::::~::::;uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuum::"':,~;::,:::,::,:,:;u] 
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