


.•. the answer 
to your fruit drying problems. 

* Proved and found successful, it is the ideal groundsheet that is keyed to the needs 
of dried-fruit growers everywhere. Miracle, multi-purpose SISALKRAFT defies 
moisture and mildew; protects fruit from frost; helps to hasten drying; makes 
raking out extremely easy. Light to handle, it remains firmly on the ground, lasts 
for years and most important of all- it's economical! 
Protect your fruit with SISALKRAFT . . . and make sure that the months of 
hard toil turn into Profit for you. SISALKRAFT -available at your packing shed. 

'SISALKRAFT' on 
ground# cover with hes· 
sian and tip fruit onto 
hessian. 

5 ljA LltRA FT 
for FULL PROTECTION 

over fruit. 

0 • • 3 SIMPLE STEPS TO BETTER FRUIT DRYING 

AUSTRALIAN SISALKRAFT PTY. LIMITED 
152 Miller Street, West Melbourne 

PHONE: FY 1291 
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THE ORGANISATION OF THE INDUSTRY 
THE EXECUTIVE OF THE A.D.F .A. 

Board of Manag'ement. 

The members of the Board,. Agents' Representatives and the General Secretary are listed on the Contents •page of this issue. 

Committees, 

free Fruits: Mr. R. M. Simes, M:B.E. (Chairman), Messrs. C. J. Wat·d, J. B. Carvosso, R. H. Curren, R. F. Trott, A. Busbt:idge, 
J. McKay,' O.B.E., R. C. I. Harris. 

Prunes: Mr. R. M. ·Simes, M.B.E. (Chairman), Messrs. C. J. Ward, J. B. Carvosso, R. F. Trott, A. E. Horne, H. E. Delves. 

Costs of Production: Mr. R. NI. Simes, M.B.E, (Chah·man), Messrs. C. J. Ward, W. V. Ford, L. G. Cameron, J. C. Harrison, J. McKay, 
O.B.E., the General Seereta1•y, 

Oded Fruits Processing (Packing) Com~nittee: Mr. R, -M. Simes*, M.B.E. (Chairman) (representing The A.D.l<".A.), Measrs. J. R. 
Gordon* (rep1•esenting Export Control Board), W.' A. Jackson*, J. C. Hal'l'ison, A. R. Hampton (representing Mildura Packers), 
A. E. Spiller (representing Robinvale Packer), W. B. Newland, C. Hartshorne (representing S.A. Packers), W. Malloch (repre
senting Nyah/Woorinen Packers), F. Penman* (representing C.S.l.R.O.), F. J. Lesock (representing Dept, of Primary 
Industry), R. B. Curtis. (Secretary). 

* Denotes member of Executive. 

Pruduction Problems Com~nittee: Messrs. E. C. Orton (Chairman), S. J. I.ancaster, J. H. Lapthorne, L. B. O'Donnell, M. W. D. Firth, W. J. 
Pillar, R. G. Horsburgh (Mildura representatives), L. G. Cameron (Board represe'ntative), J. V .. Seekamp (S.A. reprll6entatfve), 
W. I. Nankivell (Vic. Dept. of Agriculture), F. S. Oldham (Lower Murray Research Station), W. J. Kirwin (Export Control 
Boa1·d), J. M. Blaine}', (S.R.W.S.C.), A, R. Hampton (Secretary). C.S.LR.O. appoint a nominee for each meetirig. 

COUNCILS AND BRANCHES 

Federal Council, 1960: Victoria-Messrs. W. J. Bail, R. E. Bennett, G. S. c~.meron, A. S. Codling, ,T. L. T. Dickie, G. J. Farnsworth, 
M. W. D. Firth, A. A. Giddings, R. P. J. Grant, G. C. Hobson, M. W, Johns, W. J. Kirwin, S. J. Lancaster, E. E.- Lloyd, F. G. 
Lloyd, M. L; 'Matheson, F. R. Messenger, W. F. Middleton, E. D. Morey, H. A. Watson, 0. Ward. 
New South Wales-Messrs. D. B. Bell, 0. Hackett, A. E. Horne, R. H. Pike. W. J. Pillar, ll. L, Roberts, W. N. Thornton, L. A. 
Web)J. 
South Anstralia-Messl'S. K. H. Andrew, A. R. Curren, R. H. Curren, K. A. Dunk, J. V. Foot, M. B. Jones, A. R. Mead, J. S. 
Read, J. V. Seekamp, R. A. Swanbury, R. F. Trott. 
Western Australia-Meflsrs. J. Duff, W. H. 'l'aylor. 

Packers' Delegates: Messrs. B. J. D'Orsa (NYah/Woorincn), W. A. Jackson (Red Cliffs), J. L. Clift (Mildura), J. 'McKay, O.B.E. 
(South Austl·alia). 

Agents' Representatives: Messl'S, J. B. Carvosso, R. G. Swan, C. J. Ward. 

S.A. River District Council: Messrs. C. W. Till (Chairman), J. K. Middleton (Secretary). 

Mid-Mul;'ray Valley District Council: Messrs. E. E. Lloyd (Chairm:in), N. M. Byrnes (Secretary). 

Mlldul;'a District Council: 'Messrs. W. F. Middleton (Chairman), J. J. Newman (Sec1·etary). 

Murrumbidgee District Council: Mr. H. Willington (Secretary). 
Non-ll;'l;'igated Cuundl: Messrs. R. F. Trott (Chairman), R. J. Ward (Secretai-y). 
Young District Council: Messrs. J. W, Manchester (Chairman), :M. G. Porter (Secretary). 

Branch 

Angaston . , 
Barmera .... 
Berri • , . . . . . . . . 
Bungunyah-Koraleigh 
Cadell . . . . 
Clare ... , ..•... 
Coomealla . , . , , ... 
Curlwaa , .... , ....•• 
Gol Gol ..•...•..... 
Guodnight •.. , .. , . 
Kingston . . . . . . . . . . 
Rings vale , , ...•...... 
Lake Bog11, and Tresco • . . . . . 
Loxton , . , .....•. 
Maimuru ....... , 
Merbein , . 
MHdura . , 
Mooroolc , • 
Mypolouga .. 
McLaren Flat 
Ny:>.:l District 
Pmnona .• 
R,..<i Cliffs •. 
R.,,Jmark .. 
Robin vale .•.... 
S.A. Prune-growers 
Waikerie .. 
Waterview , ... 
Western Australian 
Wirrimah 
Woodnen .•••.. 
Yenda .... , ... 

Chairman 
D. Trescowthick' 
C. W. Till 
H. H. Stone 
K, Palmer 
K. A. Dunk 
W. H. Penna 
D. B. Bell 
L. B. O'Donnell 
H. Scheeles 
'.f. L. Connick 
W. J. Ma'nning 

A. E. Horne 
A. S. Codling 
A. B. Busbridge 
N. MacBeth 
W. F. Middleton 
J. R. Gordon 
R. A. Swanbury 
D. A. Oborn 
R. F. Trott 
G. C. , Hobson 
L.A. Webb 
E. D. Morey 
F. L. Tripney 
M. W. D. Firth 
R. F. 'l'rott 
R. C. IsaacsOn 
E. R. Flynn 
A. G. Watt 
G. Walker 
J. W. Jorgensen 

THE STATUTORY BOARDS. 

Secretal;'y 

S. J . .Tohnson 
R. C. Harvey 
A. G. Maddem 
L. Cox 
M. M. Gordon 
J. S. Read 
W, N. Thornton 
J. A. Page 
A. D. George 
W. M. Connick 
P. J. Lane 
J. W. Manchester 
P. E. Winter 
M. B. Jones 
S. A. Blair 
J. L. '1'. Dickie 
J. Newman 
K C. Reid 
E. J. Schunke 
R. C. Guerin 
J. A. Black 
W. H. Bond 
H. R. Hand 
S. A. James 
C. S. Cameron 
D. W. Haynes 
H. R. Starr 
R. M. Flynn 
A. J. Bishop 
J. Guymer 
R. C. Polkinghorne 
H. Willington 

Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board: Mr. Eugene Gorman, C.B.E., M.G., Q.C. (Chairman). Members: Me£srs. P. Malloch, M.B.E. 
('Marlceting), J. R. G01·don, E. P. Shepherd (Commercial), A. S. G. Watt, E. N. Scary, H. H. Goodman, F'. T. Hand, R M. 
Simes, M.B.E., J. J. MlHdoch, W. J. Kirwin (Growers), J, F. wearne, A.A.S.A. (Secretary). 

Victorian Dried Fruits Board: Mr. J. Olsson (Chairman), "'Messrs. F. M. Read, M.Agr.Sc. (Deputy), J. S. Allison, D. W. Cocl~roft, 
J .. S. Cutler, H. V. DaveY, D. E. Barry Wood (Grower Members), K. F. Neander (Acting Secretary). 

Dried Fruits Board (South Australia): Messrs. F. M. MCMillan (Chairman), A. G. Strickland. M.Agr.Sc. (Deputy); R. It. Curren, C. W. 
Till, R. J. Ward (Grower Member~>), P, N. Fleming, F.C.I.S. (Secretary), 

New South Wales Dried Fruits Board: Messrs. J. D. Bryden (Chairman), H. E.' Delves, A. E. Horne, L. B. O'Donnell, W. S. Pillar 
(Grower Members), Miss E. M. Graves (Secretary), 

Dried Fl;'uits Board (W.A.): Messrs. E. S. Watt, -O.B.E. (Chairman), A, Hooper, G. E. Hawke, C. A. Sharman, W. JI· Taylor (GroWe!' 
M_embers), J. P .. Herlihy, A.A.S.A. (Secretary). 
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&lito.'tia€ 
OveraProduction and Effective Disposal 

Glimpsing back through past issues of the "News", the emphasis again and again is on the effective 
disposal of our annual production. 

Growers are not in the Industry for health reasons and there is no future in producing fruit which 
cannot be sold advantageously. Growing and selling Dried Fruits is as much a business matter as manu
facturing, and there is no. producer of goods who does not have the profit factor as the ultimate result for 
his labours and investment. ' 

Production of Dried Fruits is of no material account unless it is effectively marketed. Successful 
marketing depends on gearing production to consumer requirements. Over-production throws up surpluses 
which are difficult to seil-and, if a surplus is too large, then it sometimes has to be sold at no profit. 

There are some people who can always see the rosy side of any matter and ignore the drawbacks, 
particularly if they me sufficiently detached from the practical problems of over-production and marketing 
as to not suffer from the consequences. It is the growers who bear the brunt of unprofitable disposal and 
in our delicately balanced economy their interests must be most caryfully guarded. 

These problems of over-production and effective marketing have been discussed and considered very 
freely of late, and they were brought into even greater prominence at this year's Federal Council. 

It is encouraging to see that Council was .realistic in its outlook. Delegates did not fail to appreciate 
the fundamental issue conveyed earlier in this Editorial. That is, a grower is entitled to effectively market 
his production. . 

Thus the approach is relatively simple. Increased plantings can only be permitted as part of a planned 
economy. In planning, the Industry must be fully consulted and its views properly appreciated. The Industry 
alone knows the effects of unprofitable marketing and its experience and knowledge must be drawn on to the 
full. Expansion without the approval and support of the Industry places a responsibility on those who decide 
to go ahead despite opposition and, if this occurs, tben growers can only hope that that responsibility will 
be recognised should the results of expansion adversely affect the growers. 

The possibilities of increasing consumption must, gf course, be first ascertained. The world trend of 
lower usage of Dried.Fruits is causing concern, but it is encouraging that Federal Council refuses to take a 
defeatist attitude. If there are ways of increasing consumption we should know about them and use them. 
Hence the vital decision to examine the possibilitY of marketing experts outside the Industry helping us. 

If there are methods of marketing and publicity not now used which will improve our sales, will 
create a greater awareness of Dried Fruits amongst consumers and thereby effectively and profitably absorb 
the Industry's present high annual production surplus, then the way is open to the considered planning of 
more plantings. But until it is apparent that our means of disposal of increased production are reasonably 
assured plans for expansion must, in all justice to growers, be held at the blue-print stage. 

BOARD CHAIRMAN RE-APPOINTED 
At the Board meeting held on 11th November immediately after Federal Council had conc!tided its 

deliberations, Mr. R. M. Simes, M.B.E. was again re-elected Chairman for the ensuing year. Mr. Simes 
expressed appreciation to members for his re-appointment and thanl<ed them for the co-operation they had 
always given him. ·· ' 
i''"''"OOOOIIIIIIOI11111110101111miiiiii000UIUlUitUOIOoiiD)IIOUIIOIU"IilnOIItlllnOIIOUOUIIoonoooiiiiiOOIIIIIOIIIOOII"OII"IU"IOIIIIIIIIIOI•IIOOIIIUiliOIOOOIIIOOoOooiUOIIIOIIIOIOIIIIIIIIIII!IIIIOoOIIoOoOiooo"oooooUOomoi 
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i AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. LTD. ! 
= = 5 i i PACKERS OF All VAR~-~: ~RIED AND CITRUS FRUHS I 
I Irymple, f~:r~~:e: ::Y:P~ed Cliffs ! 
I 5 
~ "Aurora for Service." We Supply All Growers' Requisites. ! 
e ................................................ _ ..... ~ ......... ~ ....................................................................................................... ; .......................................................................... ~ 
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At meetings held between May and Octo'ber the 
following main items were ,considered. 

Pack Estimates, Season 1960 

At April the Vines pack was placed at 66,134 tons, 
by June this had risen to 66,658 tons, and in July stood 
at 67,003 tons (Currants 7728, Sultanas 49,947, Raisins 
9328). In October the pack stood at 67,204 tons (Cur
rants 7709,· Sultanas 50,122, Raisins 9373). 

Registration of Nurseries 

Following on a letter from the South Australian Minis
ter of Agriculture outlining his views and suggesting that 
the Board confer with the Australian Association of 
Fruit Tree Nurse·rymen it was agreed that a letter be sent 
to that body seeking .co-operation in having nurseries 
registe.red. 

Allocations 

In May, Commonwealth and reserve for pack fluctua
tion was set at 18,900 tons (Currants 3800, Sultanas 
11,300, 1Raisins 3800), At subsequent meetings this 
allocation was not changed. 

Stabilization Plan 

This important matter was very fully discussed. The 
following letter from the Ministe·r for Primary Industry 
seems to have filially disposed of any possibility of a 
g·uaranteed cost of production scheme and accordingly 
the matter of a Plan has been referred to Branches and 
District Councils:-

"I cannot commit the ·G-overnment even to a considera
tion of any scheme involving a guarantee of full cost-of
production no matter what reduced level of quantitative 
ceiling may 'be proposed by your Association and under 
these circumstances, if your Association wishes to con
tinue negotiations, we must, of necessity, start from the 
point of my letter of 24th December, 1959." 

Prunes Marketing 

Considerable discussion took place on the need to 
stimulate sales in the Commonwealth. The report of the 
delegati-on which ·recently visited New Zealand was 
examined and the Board accepted for submission . to the 
Prunes Committee the various recommendations made. 
It was agreed 

(a) that immediate steps be taken to meet competition 
in the Commonwealth, 

(b) 

(e) 

that to this end the Prunes Committee be em
powered to adjust prices, discounts and trading 
teTms and retain this power until prices and sales 
are stabilized, 
that the Prunes Committee meet on 11th May to 
put remedial steps into effective action. 

Publicity 

Activities during April-August were considered. These 
activities are reported more fully elsewhere. 

Federal Council 

The Hon. H. E. Bolte. Premier of Victoria, addressed 
delegates -on 9th November. 

Production Problems 
The many activities of the Committee, as recorded in 

respective Minutes, were reviewed. 

Radiation to Control Insect Life 
Correspondence received from the Export Control 

Board concerning investigations -being carried out by 
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the Australian Atomic Energy Commission on the use 
of radiation to contr-ol insect life .was submitted to the 
Board. It was reported that conclusions so far pointed 
to a high cost for installing equipment where stocks to 
be treated were diverse, but the matter in respect to 
Dried Fruits was being pursued in the United Kingdom. 

Tariff Preferences 
The _Board noted that a session of G.A.T.T. would be 

held in Geneva to considei· the whole range of tariffs 
and agreed that representaions should be made to the 
Department of Primary Industry to 

(a) press for the restoration of lost preferences, and 
(b) resist any proposed reductions on tariff preferences 

in respect to Dried Fruits. 

Distillery Fruit 

The Board noted that ·an concerned had been notified 
of the decision by the Minister for Customs to permit 
sales of sub-standard_ dried grapes for distillation pr_o
vided they were made through registered packing houses 
and :Processing had been completed by 28/2/1961. 

The Board also noted that while the Minister could 
not give a firm undertaking that an early announcement 
would be made in future years he would bear in mind 
the Association's representations that an early decision 
was helpful to growers. 

National Export Convention 

The Chairman reported to the Board on the confer
ences he had attended in Canberra on J 7th to 19th May. 
The aspects which had been discussed were valuable to 
the Industry as an indication of the Government's atti
tude and poliCy to generally develop export markets. 

Liaison With Growers 

A request from the South Australian Dried Fruits 
Packers' and Agents' Association for the Board to appoint 
an -organiser to contact growers in the Loxton and 
Waikerie districts was considered. The Board declined 
the request as it felt that packing houses could better 
carry out t-he necessary liaison, 

Fencing Wire 

In response to the Board's request that preferential 
deliveries of wire be made to the Dried Fruits Industry 
during July so that growers could carry·-out essential new 
and repair work the Department of Primary Industry had 
adv.ised that the request-- had been submitted to the 
Standing Conimittee on Agriculture and to the Australian 
Agricultural CounciL. At present there was a general 
shortage of steel products and, in consequence, there was 
no immediate poSsibility of preferential deliveries being 
niade. The Department gave the assurance that the 
distribution ·position was being examined to see how it 
affected p'rimary producers. 

Vine Fruits Differentials 
Interim account sales differentials were set at the 

August meeting. 

Commonwealth Retail Prices 
An analysis of retailer quotations for Dried Vine Fruits 

as ascertained by Publicity Representatives in the various 
States for 8/7/1960 was submitted to the Board with 
a comparison as at 26/2/1960. The analysis showed that 
generally the price rise taken at the beginning of the 
season had been added. · 

Gi•ft Parcels 
The Board considered a proposal that orders for gift 

parcels for the United Kingdom should be packed in, and 
despatched from, that country and agreed that the best 
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way to ensure that an agency in the United Kingdom 
would undertake this work was for the Mildura Dried 
Fruits Centre to contact local Packers so that they 
could approach their London Agents. The Board felt that 
_4 lb. and 8 lb. gift parcels only should be offered. 

State Conferences 

The Victorian Conference was held -on 30th August at 
Robinvale, and the South Australian at Loxton on 26th 
September. 

PERSONALITIES 
Mi-. L. B. O'Donnell Appointed A.D.F.A. Acting-Chairman 

Mr. L. B. O'Donnell, o_f Curlwaa, N.S. W., was ap
pointed Acting-Chairman of the Board of Management 
during the absence overseas of Mr. R. M. Simes, M.B.E., 
on Industry business. 

Mr. O'Donnell has been a New South Wales member 
of the Board since 1949 and previously was Federal 
Council President for ten years. He has a wide experi
ence of Industry and grower problems gained over a 
long period. He is a grower-member of the N.S.W. Dried 
Fruits Board, an ex-member of the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits ·Control 'Board and an ex-Director of the Mildura 
Co-operated Fruit Co. Ltd. 

Mr. Simes, togethe·r with Mr. C. J. Ward, General 
Manager of Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., 
and Mr. J, F. Wearne, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Control .Board, visited Canada to investi
gate marketing potentials for Australian Dried Vine 
Fruits. Mr. Simes returned towards the end of October. 

Mr. H. W. Newton Retires 

At the June Board meeting Mr. Newton announced his 
retirement which was received with regret. A vote of 
appreciation for his fine services to the Association and 
the Industry was recorded and conveyed to Mr. Newton 
in a letter. It was decided to invite him to be an honoured 
visitor at Fede'ral Council 1960 and to make a presenta
tion as a lasting memento of his long association with 
The A:D.F.A. 

Agents' Representatives 

On the nomination of South Australian Agents, Mr. 
Carvosso, of Gollin and Co. Ltd., Adelaide, was appointed 
to the vacancy of Agents' Representative created by Mr. 
Newton's retirement. Mr. Carvosso now attends Board 
meetings in an advisory capacity. He is also a member 
of the Tree Fruits and Prunes Committees. 

Mr. 0. A. Frederick acted as an Agents' Representa
tive during the absence of Mr. C. J. Ward overseas. 

Ob'ituary 

At its August meeting the Board noted with keen 
regret the death of Mr. J. Henshilwo-od, M.B.E., on 
28/6/l960 and 'recorded its appreciation for the fine 
services he had given to the Industry over a long period. 

Champion Herb Elliott pays close attention to his diet. 
It consists olf liberal measures of the "Cerutty" specials 
-raw oatmeal, raw vegetables and Dried Fruits. 

-Melbourne "Sun" photo. 

-----------
Red Cliffs Co-operative Packing Co. ltd. 
BOX 139 RED CLIFFS FITZROY A VENUE 

Includes in its Activities and Services ... 
• Dried Fruit and Citrus Packing 
• Block Services and Harvest Requirements 
• Garage - Lubritorium - Hardware 
• Engineering Services 
• Real Estate, Business Agents 
• Insurance - Fire, Life, etc. 
• Financing Production Costs 

Owned and Controlled by Red Cliffs Growers. 
GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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THIRTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 
HELD IN MELBOURNE 

9th to 11th November 

Fifty-seven delegates attended a highly successful con
ference. Many important "decisions were made. 

Mr. W. F. Middleton (Merbein) was again elected to 
the office of President and ·handled a n;umber of compli
cated amendments with dexterity. 

The names of the delegates appear ·on page 2 under 
"Organisation of the Industry". 

Elections for vacancies on the Board of Management 
resulted in the return for two years of Mr. L, B. 
O'Donnell (N.S.W.) as a Grower-Member and Mr. P. 
Malloch, M.B.E., as Packe'r-Member. Mr. J. R .. Gordon 
(Victoria) and Mr. R. M. Simes, M.B.E. (South Aus
tralia), both Grower-Members, were returned uno-pposed. 

A motion to increase Victorian representation on the 
Board by one Growe·r-Member was defeated. 

The more important resolutions passed were:-

Dispo-sal a{ Sub-standard Fruit 

"That as Dried Fruits growers consider they are- en
titled to sell their sub-standard fruit for distillation with
out annual permission from the Minister for Customs, for 
sub-standard fruit rep1·esents a legitimate part of price 
realis'ations, the Board of Management continue to take 
all steps to bring this into effect. That the Board in its 
approaches to . the Minister emphasise the usage by 
wineries of fresh Sultanas ·and other drying varieties.'' 

· Stabilizatio-n Plan 

"This Federal Council resolves that any further action 
regarding a Stabilization Plan be deferred indefinitely." 

PubliCity Budgets 

"That. in considering Apricot and Peach publicity for 
1961 due regard be given to ensuring that adequate 
funds are provided for processing and 'J)acking research 
so that a suitable article will be available to support 
publicity activities. That up to £10; per ton be -considered 
as a grower's levy to implement the foregoing." 

"That a budget of £9000 be provided for an Apricot and 
Peach publicity 1961-1962 campaign." 

"That the Vines Publicity Budget for Season 1961-1962 
campaign of £60,600 ~e adopted." 

Head Office Levy. 1961 

"That Head Office Levy, Season 1961, be:-
Dried Vine Fruits: 6/- per ton, of which 5/3d. per ton 

shall be for Head .Offi-ce administration and 9d. pei· ton 
for payment to Branches. 

Prunes: £1 per ton, of which 18/- per ton shall be for 
Head Office administration, and 2/- per ton for .:Payment 
t,o Branches." 

1 
"That Agents contribute 6d. per ton to the Vines Pub

licity ·Fund 1961." 

Central Secretariat 

"That the Board of Management investigate the advisa
bility of The A.D.F .A. joining with other primary pro
ducer organisations with the view of- adding strength 
to government submissions, and to take such action as 
it deems advisable." 

Finance for Internal Drainage 
11That the Board of Management negotiate with the 

Development Branch of the Commonwealth Bank to have 
finance available for the purpose of :financing growers' 
internal drainage requireme:Uts on a reasonably long-term 
basis through a properly appointed body of authority." 

Common ;Benefits for Primary Producers 

''That Fedei-al Council combine with other primary 
producing organisations to fight for -common benefits, 
i.e., cost-of ... production subsidies on artificial manures, 
etc., to help offset the increasing burden of protected 
secondary industries." 

Com-monwealth Marketing Enquiry 
4 'That an independent marketing organisation be con

tacted and an estimate of cost of investigating our dis
tribution and sales of our products in the Commonwealth 
only be made by the Board and referred back to groWers 
for their approval, and that i£ a majority approval of 
Branches through District ·Councils is given the Board 
is authorised to make ·a special levy to cover the cost of 
an investigation." ' 

''That the voting from District Councils be on a Branch 
basis as represented on Federal Council." 

Imports of Dried Fruits 
1'That the importation of Californian fruit into Aus

tralia be referred to the- Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Control Board with a request that it negotiate with the 
Californian Raisin Advisory Board in an endeavour to 
have Australia exemnted from the countries to which 
Thompsons from the Surplus Pool may be exported when 
the ·price is below $160 a ton, and that the matter be 
re!Hred to the Minister. for Primary Industry for exami~ 
nation by his officers and recommendation as to means 
whereby growe'rs can be protected against unduly low 
prices fixed for Californian fruit." 

Sales Tax 

That, ,additionally, a Vines Publicity levy of up to 20/
pe'r ton be approved, the Board of Management to be 
empowered to decide what actual rate up to this maxi._ 
mum will be required to provide income of £67,000 to "That the Board of Management approach the Federal 
cover the 1961/1962 campaign of £60,600. i Government for the removal of 12~o/o sales tax on 

Dried Tree Fruits: Up to ,£11 per ton of which 18/- manufactured foodstuffs containing Dried Fruits, and 
per ton s-hall be for Head Office administration, 2/- per. that the Board seeks the co-operation and support of 
ton for payment to Branches, and up to £10 per ton for :

1
;_ithe Australian Food Manufacturers' Association in this 

Apricots and Peaches Publicity Fund. lill.i!approach". 
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VISIT BY VICTORIAN PREMIER 
On the opening day of Council, delegates were 

honoured by a visit from the Ron. H. E. Bolte, Premier 
of Victoria. 

In his address, Mr. Bolte praised the efficient organisa
tion of the Industry which had done much to grapple with 
its problems of production and marketing. 'As Australian 
D:ried Vine Fruits are renowned for the,ir high quality he 
did not share the feelings of that section of the Industry 
which viewed further expansi<>n with .alarm. He wa:-1 
confident that payable markets, both Commonwealth and 
overseas, would. absorb increased production which re
sulted from proper planning. Planning, of course, was 
essential. · 

On behalf of Council, Mr. L,. B. O'Donnell passed a 
Vote <>f Thanks and said that delegates had indeed been 

honoured for the Premier, busy with the duties of his 
high office, had still found time to visit ·and speak to 
the Conference, 

In referring to the Pl·emier's optimism regarding the 
disposal of any increased production, Mr. O'Donnell 
stressed that any error in planning could be painful to 
growers and the Industry in general. He hoped that, if 
the Victorian Government took the responsibility of 
expanding the Industry', it would also assume the re
sponsibility of assisting financially if circumstances were 
adverse to growers, 

At time of going to press the full texts <>f Mr. Bolte's 
and Mr. O'Donnell's addresses are not available but it 
is anticipated they will be published in the next issue 
of the "News'·'. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Presented to Federal Council 1960 

The Board Chairman (Mr. R. M. Simes, M.B.E.) read 
the following report to Federal Council delegates. 

Crop Report. 

Season 1960. As expected there w~s a heavY reduction 
in the pack. This was not only due to lower fruitful
ness (58.2% as against 70.1% in 1959), but also to 
frost damage. and a period of extreme cold, followed by 
unseasonable heat in NOvember. Original estimates in 
January were placed at 72,500 tons, but the conditions 
experienced forced an early re-consideration to 66,200 
tons. The final out-turn will be approximately 67,000 
tons. 

With the exception of Pears, all varieties of Dried 
Tree Fruits showed ·reduced tonnages for the season. 
Nevertheless, the quantities were sufficiently high to 
create disposal problems. Prunes again cropped heavily, 

Season 1961 Proapects. The C.S.I.R.O. Sultana bud 
examination reveals much the same fruitfulness as the 
previous season (58.2 o/o), but higher than the long-term 
average of 51.8%. Fruit showing on the vines varies 
from below average to very good. 

Production and Processing, 

Expansion of Plantings. As this subject is before 
Federal Council in a separate motion the views of the 
Board will be expressed when under debate, and it will 
be sufficient to now record that it affirms its opposition 
to unplanned expansion. 

It is difficult to appreciate the views expressed advo
cating expansion when, in 1959, the Australian Industry 
was confronted with a year of world-wide over-production. 
In the face of much factual evidence· which the Board 
has conVeyed to all concerned it cannot accept the 
optimistic, but dange1:ous, theory "that there is no over
production but there is under-consumption". The poten
tial production in Australia, allied to the unplanned 
plantings in other producing countries, can ·create ·a 
danger which, despite opinions to ·the contrary, cannot 
be ignored. 

Having regard to the foregoing, and the expressed wish 
of Federal Council and the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Control Board, it is the duty and responsibility of the 
Board to oppose as strongly as possible any expansion 
which would adversely· affect the already delicate economy 
of our Industry. 

Standardisation of Grading. Following on complaints by 
Raisin growers that there had been delays in fixing 
grades and lack of attention to good quality fruit a 
specially appointed sub-committee of the Mildura District 
Council has made the following recommendations:-
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1. No alterations to the specifications of all grades 
except 5 crown. 

2. The number of dark sound berries in 5 crown to 
be increased from 10% to 15%. 

3, Packers to arrange machining of samples as early 
as possible each season to facilitate early setting 
of grades. 

4. Samples to be kept of all tentative grades given 
prior to grade fixing arid the growers concerned to 
be advised forthwith on receipt of the official 
grades of the amended or confirmed grade by the 
issue of an additional docket from the Packer 
concerned, 

5. A 17 /32" riddle to be used in place of a 18/32" 
riddle for the packing of Walthams. 

The Board has. approved these recommendations and 
they are to be convey.ed to the Commonwealth Dried 
Vine FrUits Grade Fixing Committee for adoption. 

Grading of Tree Fruits. Discussions have continued 
with the Department of Primary Industry and the State 
Dried Fruits· Boards concerning the Board's proposal 
that crown grading be altered to the sizes of "Extra 
Large", "Large" ·and "Medium" within the two qualities 
of 41Fancy" and "Choice". The statutory authorities 
are not yet convinced that "Standard" quality can be 
eliminated. 

Grading of Prunes, A somewhat similar proposal has 
been put forward so as to eliminate the multiplicity 
of counts, and follpwing an exchange of cprrespondence 
the Dep·artment of Primary Industry, at the request of 
the Board, called a meeting of all interests in Sydney on 
7th October. 

The statutory authorities will now consider that 
within the qualities of "Fancy'' and 11Choice" there be 
the sizes of "Extra Large"'', "Large", "Medium" and 
uEconomy" and that all fruit smaller than 120' count 
be not sold retail. 

Fendng Wire. Due to the shortage of Nos. 8, 9 and 
10 gauges, preferential deliveries for the Industry Were 
sought by the Board so that essential new and repair 
work could be carried Out by growers. Through the 
Department of Primary Industry, the request was con
sidered by ·the Standing Committee of the Australian 
Agricultural Council~ but no preferential treatment was 
given. 

Packers' Conferences. The Board met Packers' repre
sentatives in Noveinber 1959, and again in July this year. 
Both meetings were conducted in a fine spirit of co
operation. The frank discussions having demonstrated the 
value of an exchange of views and ideas, not only between 
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the Board and Packers but between the Packers them
selves, a further conference will be held in 1961 after the 
completion of packing. · 

Since last Federal Council The A.D.F.A. Processing 
(Packing) Committee continued- to examine methods of 
washing and drying and to note the reactidns of the 
trade. In January the Board proposed to other financial 
contributors that practical experiments had now reached 
a stage where they could be taken over by Packers. 
Accordingly, the experimenta-l plant was sold and the 
Committee reconRtituted with representation consisting 
of one representative each of The A.D.F.A., the Export 
Control Board and the Commonwealth Research Station, 
Merbein, three representatives of Mildura Packers, two 
of South Australian Packers and one each of Robinvale 
and Nyah/Woorinen Packers, and one representative of 
the Department of Primary Industry. Froin these an 
Executive of four was appointed to consider recommenda
tions by the Committee. 

The functions of the new Committee are: 
1. To invite reports from Packers on experimental 

work into improved processing and packing 
methods. 

2. To consider all such reports and any further 
reports submitted by C.S.I.R.O. and others. 

3. To make recommendation·s through the Executive to 
financial contributors in respect to. special expel'i
men~s involving IndustTy finance, etc. 

The new Committee met in June last, and further 
meetings will probably be held only twice a year. 

Mr. J. C. Harrison has recently visited Turkey and 
other producing countries and the benefit of his enquiries 
will be made available to the Committee. 

Production Problems. The A.D.F.A. Committee is now 
in its thiTd year of investigations and in its last annual 
repo_rt .referred to the following activities:-

Control of -Nematodes. 
Dual pUrpose spray for Black Spot and Downy Mildew. 
Trials with Gibberellic_ Acid. 
Trials by spraying and then cin<'!turing Currants. 
Vinegar Fly control. ' 
Pressure treated trellis timber. 
Plastic for ground sheets and rack dehydl'ator 

curtains. 
Conti·ol of Hard Head Thistle. 
Rust" preventive for bulk hot dip tanks. 
co·ntrol of algae in channels. 
Crop yield variations. '<,-•. 

Establishment of an insectary, 
The Committee has closely collaborated with the 

Commonwealth Research Station, Merbejn, and Victorian, 
New South· Wale::'i and S'outh Australian . Gove1•nment 
departmental officers. 

The Industry is apPreciativ:e of the keen and devoted 
attention of all members of the Committee to the many 
problems. which they. are investigating. 

Rack Dehydration. It was agl'eed by The A.D.F.A., the 
Export Control Board and the Department of Primary 
Industry to hand over the prototype and other equipment 
to the Commonwealth Research Station, Merbein, for 
fu;rther experiments after the station had effected modi
fications according to Mr. Yann's final specifications. 

Some manufacturers had responded to the invitation 
to cOnstruct and sell units, but. there were some modi
fications from the original specifications on the score 
of coAt so that it is doubtful whether. the same standard 
of efficiency is being obtained with these units as was 
possible with the nrototype. 

The 1960 drying season did not :w-arrant mass instal
lation by growers, but· it is comforting to know that -the 
means are now available in a poor drying season to 
save fruit from loss. 

Appointment of an :Entomologist. Some progress, 
though slow, can be reported. Following on an unsuc
cessful approach by the Victorian Department -of Agricul-
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ture to secure the services of a suitable University
trained men gTaduating at the end of 1959 no success 
was achieved by the Department from advertising the 
position in various Australian States and New Zealand. 
Consideration Was then given by Mildura District Council 
to financially supporting a student who, on becoming 
qualified, could be employed. As there was no assurance 
that on graduating such a man's services could be 
retained the idea has been abandoned. · 

The .latest development is to jointly contribute with 
the Federal Citrus Council a grant to C.S.I.R.O. to 
employ an Entomologist stationed at Merbein. To this 
end Mr. L. B. O'Donnell, as Acting Chairman, and the 
General Secretary conferred with Dr. F. W. G. White, 
Chairman of C.S'.I.'R.O., in early October. The Chairman 
was sympathetic but non-committal, preferring first to 
obtain an assessment from the Head of the Division 
of Entomology, but it can be anticipated that if the 
proposal is accepted both the Dried Fruits and Citrus 
Industries will be expected to financially contribute. 

In the early part of the year it was le~rned that 
while the Victorian Department of Agriculture was 
endeavouring to secure the services of a trained man 
the Government Entomologist had included biological 
control in his researches and had bred up supplies of the 
Tretraenemus Wasp which had been released in the 
M~rbein area agairist the Mealy Bug. 

Preservation of Colour and Condition of Apricots and 
Peaches. ProcessoTs have experienced difficulty this 
season in preseTving colour and condition after packing. 
As sales and consumer acceptability are likely to be 
affected by this va.riation C.S.I.R.O. Division of Food 
Preservation has been asked to ascertain-

(a) why varieties when moist packed fail to consis
tently maintain colour and condition, and, if 
possible, to offer remedies, 

, (b) whether there is a suitable alternative to S02 
which would be , a better and more consistent 
preservative. 

Prevention o·f Mould in Packeted Prunes. £250' has 
been contributed to C.S.I.R.O. Division of Food Preser
vation to permit immediate urgent researCh on this 
problem. While inhibitors are available they are 
pr6hibited under. health regulations and experiments 
8re progressing with heat sterilisation. The governing 
factor, which American authorities have emphasised, is 
the control of moisture in packets. 

Peeling of Peaches. The hopes ·that a suitable pliofilm 
packet of peeled Peaches could be developed, as referred 
to in last year's Board report, did not materialise for 
"blowing" could not be overcome. C.S.I.R.O. Division 
of Food Preservation was consulted, but no solution has 
yet been offered. The greatest likelihood of success is 
to secure a film bag which will withstand high sterilisa
tion temperatures, and enquiries to this end are pro
ceeding. 

Prune Juice. Based on the wide popularity of Prune 
Juice in America the possibility of pl'ocessing and mar
keting- a similar pl'oduct in Australia, as a means of using 
small fruit, is being investigated. During his-recent visit to 
California the Board Chairman obtained some technical 
journal references and these have been sent to Prune 
Packers to follow up. 

Marketing. 
The Commonwealth Market. The general marketing 

policy has already been incorporated in a separate review 
and there is 'no need to repeat it here. It will suffice to 
state that 1960 sales of Sultanas are higher than for the 
same period in 1959; Currants are steady, but there has 
been a heavy drop in Raisin sales. Comparisons are as' 
follows:-

Sales as at 
Sales as at 

Currants Sultailas 
Tons Tons 

14/10/1960 3,761 11,399 
21/10/1959 3,820 10,783 

Raisins 
TOns 
3,028 
3,640 

Variation, 1960 .... -59 + 616 -612 

Tot
1
al 

Tons 
18,188 
18,243 

-55 
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Rl C - PERATIVE BE 
PACI{I G UNI LTD. 

BERRI, South Australia 

THE ACTIVE CO-OPERATIVE 

REGISTERED TAX AGENTS 

INSURANCE AND ASSURANCE AGENTS 
' 

LICENSED LAND AGENTS 

And Processors of the World Acclaimed 

"BERRI BRAND" FRUIT JUICES. 

Our BIG FIVE-TOMATO, ORANGE, GRAPEFRUIT JUICE 
.and APRICOT and PEACH NECTAR. 

Also TOMATO PUREE, PEELED TOMATOES AND PIE PACKS ' 

2 out of 3 People Prefer "BERRI BRAND" 

Arailable at all Leading Hotels, Cafes and Stores 

in 16 oz., 30 oz., 108 oz. Cans, and from the 
Manufacturers-

BERRI CO-OPERATIVE PACKING 
UNION LTD. 

Berri, South Australia-Phone 404 

IT'S B.C.P.U. FOR U 
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It is pleasing to note a heartening increase in Sultana 
sales. Some 300 tons may ·be attributed to the adver
tising of British Award Fruit Cake,· but the balance is a 
general greater use, although the rebate of 4d. lb. on 
Sultanas used in export manufactured foods may be a 
contributing factor. · 

In regard to Raisins a quota system was imposed early 
in 1959 with the result that a buying incentive was 
created, but some 498 tons were carried over into 1960 by 
Distributors and Manufacturers, plus proportionately 
heavy stocks in the hands of the r~tail and manufacturing 
trades. In other words Raisins were · over-bought in 
1959. In 1960 no quota restriction was imposed with 
the result that with already heavy carry-over stocks in 
the trade for sale the incentive to buy has lessened. 

The Board is concerned at the siow rate of ~aisin 
disposal and is averse to releasing too much of the 
surplus for export to the United Kingdom where it 
could have a depressing effect both on immediate prices 
and those for next season, The Board is, therefore, faced 
with the following alternatives:-

1. Whether the surplus should be retained for Com
monwealth sale, or, despite the consequences, be 
exported. 

2. To offer the surplus to the Australian trade at once 
at a special discount and to support "specialing" 
of retail prices by co-operative advertising, The 
Export Control Board is prepared to pay one-half 
of any advertising cost incurred. The overall 
discount cost could be considerable as all deliveries 
made during the concession period would carry 
the special discount irrespective of whether the 
orders had been placed before, or during, the 
discount period. 

3. To sell as much as possible on the home mark-et 
at current prices and carry the surplus forward for 
early sale in 1961. 

It is worth while observing at this point that Currant 
and Sultana sales have not been affected by the price 
rise taken this year, yet despite no alteration to 1959 
Raisin prices sales have dropped. 

Problems have continued with the selling of Peaches 
'and to som-e extent with Apricots. Sales, generally, 
have been slow even for the small-quantity of Nectarines 
produced. On the other hand Pears, which rose in' 
A.D.F.A. production from 131 tons in 1959 to 237 tons 
this year, have sold well. Peaches will, undoubtedly, 
cr.eate a disposal pr_oblem even though, in order to avoid 
over-supplying the market with old season's fruit when 
new season's became available, some 70 tons of 1959 
fruit were destroyed. Despite intensive point-of-sale 
publicity, Peaches are' not popular, and this variety of 
fruit is in a state of over-production. 

Dissatisfaction with deliveries of Peaches has been 
expressed by Distributors. It is realised that Packers 
have to virtually pack against orders and there must 
be some delay while processing tllkes place and during 
the period of delivery, but sales have been lost in conse
quence and a sale lost is never recovered. There is 
every- need for both Agents and Packers to fully appre
ciate the need to not only keep the trade acquainted 
with the crown g-rade stock position, but also to give 
every priority to fulfilling orders. If Packers find it 
difficult to process and despatch Peaches, (and other Tree 
Fruits as well), when heavily involved in packing Vine 
Fruits, then some suitable arrangements should be made 
between theni to consign to a central packing point where 
Dried Tree Fruits can have priority. 

Sellipg Prunes has again been difficult. Another large 
crop was harvested and through the admission this year 
of a' new Packer-member The A.D.F.A. top.nage rose 
considerably. Furthermore, a large unsold 1,959 tonnage 
in the hands of Age·nts was brought into 1960. Strong 
competition was met from non-Association processors and 
proposals for them to join The A.D.F.A. so as to regulate 
selling tet•ms were unsuccessful. 
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o Selling operations by outside processors, which Were 
far more advantageous to buyers, were having a marked 
effect on home market sales, and to meet this competition 
it was found essential to meet their prices and trading 
discounts. The A.D.F .A. adopted a strong, aggressive 
attitude, but support by Distributors was mixed. In 
Queensland sales were successful to the point that 
outsiders lost most, if not all, of their big buyers. This 
success was achieved by the wholehearted· co-operation 
of Distributors who cut their rate of gross profit to the 
bone. Some success was also achieved in Western Aus
tralia but results were disappointing in New South Wales 
and Victoria. In South Australia suitable selling arrange
ments were reached with outsiders and, in consequence, 
the market was not upset. 

The result of th-e competition between The A.D.F.A. 
and outside processors has had an adverse effect on 
growers' realisations and this is unfortunate, but it was 
a question of meeting· the outsiders on their own ground 
or exportin·g a very much larger quantity at export parity 
prices. :F'rom the point of view of tonnage disposal in 
the Commonwealth the action taken by the Board cer~ 
tainly increased A.D.F.A. sales, but the large pack which 
has to be handled makes disposal difficult whereas the 
outsiders only take enough fruit for their requirements. 

It cannot be seen that outsiders will come into a 
marketing arrangement with The A.D.F.A., either inside 
or outside the Association and the conditions experienced 
this year will, Without doubt, prevail whenever heavy 
crops are harvested, 

To enable Board members to personally obtain first
hand information on distribution and marketing condi
tions the Board approved a policy of visits being made 
to Distributors, Manufacturers and Retailers. It had 
been hoped that the first visits would have been made 
by now, but for various personal reasons selected members 
could not find suitable dates. However, Messrs. L. G. 
Cameron and J. R. Gordon are scheduled to visit Sydney 
and Brisbane starting immediately after Federal Council 
(11th November), and arrangements have been made 
to confer with the 'distributing and manufacturing trades 
and to inspect retailers' ·stores. The knowledge gained 
will provide a more than useful background when home 
marketing is under Consideration. Next year two more 
members will make a similar visit. 

The question of selling to large ·variety chain store 
organisations at Distributor rates (i.e., by granting Dis
tributor registration) has exercised the mind of the Board. 
As a long-term policy it has been felt that the present 
system of distribution should not be weakened by reliev
ing DiStributors of portion of their trade, for to do so 
would only mean that later on The A.D.F.A. would have 
to allow a higher rate of commission to ensure national 
coverage. Against that reasoning there has been the 
expressed opinion that a more attractive buying basis 
would encourage variety chain stores to strongly promote 
Dried Fruits. This opinion is not altogether supported 
by facts as one chain store has had facilities to buy 
through a subsidiary DistributOr company and it has 
not been noticed that in its variety stores promotion 
has been any stronger. The position has resolved itself 
by the other main variety chain store also acquiring 
a Distributor company so that between the two buying 
facilities are now the same. By and large, the Board 
feels that it is unwise to give preferential buyillg rates 
to one particular section of the retail grocery trade. 

The Board has continued to maintain close liaison 
with the Federal Dried Fruits Distributors' Association. 
In January Terms and Conditions of Sale were thoroughly 
reviewed and some changes to improve selling facilities 
were made. New season's prices were also discussed. 
In March prices, interstate differentials, delivery charges, 
disposal of delisted Apricots and Peaches, washing sur
charge and registrations were considered. In August 
a visit was made to the Queensland Dried Fruits Dis
tributors' Association by the General Secretary when in 
Brisbane on other business. The Federal Executive 
visited the Board in June when it was prop9sed to the 
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Federal Distributors' Association that Terms and Con
ditions of Sale should provide for a quantity concession 
of 7% discount where a purchaser bought 100 tons or 
more in a season. Such business would have been handled 
by Distributors at 1% Commission, but the proposal was 
not accepted on the main grounds that at the very l9W 
rate such business (allowing for selling expenses, del 
credere risk and credit outlay), would be conducted at a 
loss. In September the Federal President conferred· with 
some Board members on the possibility of specially 
promoting· Seeded Raisins. 

Import of Californian Raisins .. In June this year it 
was learned with surprise and concern that a consignment 
of Raisins had reached Australia. An immediate protest 
was lodged by the Export Control Board with the Cali
fornian exporter against this practice. The Board ascer
tained that the consignment comprised 190 cases each 
144 x 1! ozs. cartons of which 100 cases had been sold 
in Sydney; 50 cases in Melbourne and 40 cases in 
Brisbane. 

These Raisins, most attractively cartoned, were retail
ing at 7 d. each and were considered by retailers to be 
expensive for the quantity of fruit provided. Stocks 
were quicklY sold, but some retailers expressed the 
opinion that they were a novelty, and they might not 
re-order. 

The following conclusions can, however, be drawn from 
from the importation of this trial shipment and its ready 
sale:-

1. They were Jmpo1·ted by a firm of food manufac
turers noted for their luxury-priced goods. 

2: They were a novelty and were sold accordingly
principally on their packet presentation. 

a~ Of the landed cost the Californian grower would 
have received £62/10/- per ton equivalent in the 
sweatbox, yet the retail price was 7d. packet, 
equal to 6/2.66d. lb., or £696/16/6d. ton. 

· 4. The quantity imported was 27,360 cartons-suffi
ciently small to be a novelty sought by a luxury 
class. 

5. if it is felt that a sales field exists for a luxury pack 
similar to the Californian pack due regard must 
be given to the limitations of the market and the 
cost involved by an Australian packet-er in stocking 
up with cartons and his packeting charges. The 
question of cost is being examined. 

Distillery Fr_)lit. The Minister fOr Customs and Excise 
.approved sales of sub-standard dried grapes to distilleries 
this year provided they were made through registered 
packing houses and processing had been completed by 
the end of February 1961. 

Gift Parcels. In past years gift parcels have been 
mailed direct to the United Kingdom from the Mildura 
Dried Fruits Centre, but higher postage rates this year 
have virtually stopped this trade. Accordingly, the Board 
considered a proposal that parcels should be packed in, 
and delivered from, England and it was felt the best 
way to achieve this would be for the Centre to contact 
Packers with a view to making arrangements through 
London Agents. 

State Quotas, Co-operation has continued between the 
Board of Management and the State Dried Fruits Boards 
on setting and reviewing quotas, although it is noted 
with regTet that the latest interim quota for Prunes was 
made without nrior consultation with The A.D.F.A. As 
the Association is the largest handler of Prunes its 
recommendations should have been ascertained, and the 
Boards have been requested that The A.D.F.A. be 
consulted in future before a decision is reached. 

Export Markets. 
Sales this year were Sales in 1959 

Canada .... 
New Zealand 
Japan .... 
West -Indies 
Pacific Area 
Africa .... 
Continent & Eire 

16A16 tons compared with 20;101 tons 
5 ,3·23 tons 4, 782 tons 

896 tons 763 tons 
747 tons 1,328 tons 
607 tons 922 tons 
270 tons 334 tons 

1,597 tons 1,207 tons 
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United Kingdom-Shipments this year were 21,657 tons, 
against 37,609 tons in 1959. 

A meeting of G.A.T.T. is being held this year at 
Which consideration will be given to existing preferential 
tariff rates. The Board's policy has been defined as 

(a) restoration of lost preferences; and 
(b) opposition to any proposed reductions. 

In a thorough and excellent presentation the Export 
Control Board has emphasised that the present rates of . 
duty on foreign Dried Vine Fruits entering the United 
Kingdom, Canada and New Zealand are ineffective. There 
has been a substantial decline in the true value of 
preferences since they became operative in 1925. The 
1947 International Trade Conference held at Geneva 
approved a 25 o/o cut to meet the special circumstances 
of the U.K. Government. In addition, there has been 
a substantial arid continual fall in value due to rising 
world prices. 

In view of the important changes taking place in world 
trade, and the moves towards common markets and free 
trade areas, the Board desires it to be fully recognised 
that if the existing preferences for Australian Dried 
Vine Fruits entering the United Kingdom, Canada and 
New Zealand are not increased substantially over present 
levels there will, in all probability, be a radical dele
terious alteration in the economics of the Australian 
Dried Vine Fruits Industry. 

With lower sales of Apricots and Peaches on the COm
monwealth market overseas markets have proved to be 
useful outlets. Whereas up to 25th September, 1959, 
453 tons of Apricots were exported, 1030 tons were 
sold in the same period this year. Peaches did not show 
a comparable result (298 tons· in 1959, 213 tons in 
1960), but, at least, the overseas channels were helpful 
in removing an embarrassing tonnage from the home 
market. The sales of export Pears were also much better 
in 1960 (118 tons) than in 1959 (80 tons). New 
Zealand was the only market which bought Nectarines, 
but the quantity was very small. Appreciable unsold 
stocks of consignment Apricots, Peaches and Pears lie 
in store in the United Kingdom. 

The '·opportunity was taken during the visit to the 
United Kingdom by Mr. E. P. Shepherd, General Manager, 
Murray River Wholesale Co-op, Ltd., to enquire into 
various aspects of Tree Fruits marketing. The Board, 
through the Tree ·Fruits Committee, was particularly 
concerned to know of consumer preferenceS, assess the 
potential for increased consumption and ascertain 
whethel'" distribution and price quotations by London 
Agents could be improved. -Mr. Shepherd's report is 
awaited. 

Following on a suggestion made at last year's Federal 
Council the .Minister for Prima1·y Industry was asked 
whether sales of old season's Dried Peaches could be 
made through Government-sponsored channels to coun
tries living on a low food standard. The Board has 
bee·n told that the initiative for ·~mpplies rests with the 
recipient country and assistance, when given, has been 
limited to essential foods (wheat, flour and the like) to 
meet the economic effects of crop failure, floods, etc. 

An export quota of 50% of the 1960 A.D.F.A. Prunes 
pack (processed weight) was set which allotted some 
1461 tons, but to 9th September, 1960, only 708 tons 
had been sold overseas. The United Kingdom and Other 
Mark-ets took almost all this quantity. New Zealand was 
again a sma11 buyer. At the present rate of sales it is 
unlikely that the whole pack will be shifted by the end 
of the season. 

New Zealand- statistics revealed that Australia gener
ally, and The A.D.F.A. in particular, was losing the 
Prune market in favour of California. Accordingly, a 
deputation of enquiry, comprising the Board Chairman, 
the General Secretary and Mr. R. K. Batterbury (C.D.F.S. 
Pty.- Ltd., Agent) visited New Zealand in April last and 
made a very thorough investigation. From the deputa
tion's report the following brief conclusions are given:-

1. Canned Prunes are no longer wanted by the retail 
trade. The home consumer is now "packet con-
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scions" and California, through creating this, has 
gained a dominant market pOsition. 

2. Australia can recover a proportion of the trade if 
it .Supplies packets containing the required counts 
and can match Californian prices. 

3. Australia has the advantages over California of 
better shipping facilities, supplying new season's 
fruit at the best time and a reputation for quality, 
but these are overborne by lack of pr'esentation. 

4, Prune consumption in New Zealand has declined 
mainly due 'to fresh fruit bottling and ·high price 
levels set by Australia and California, but thei"e 
is still a market for 700-1000 tons annually. 

The full report has been circularised to Prune Packers 
and Agents who are now acting on the recommendations 
made. 

At the expense of ,the Commonwealth Government 
the Board Chairman attended a National Expol't Con
vention in Canberra 'during May. Attendance was useful 
as it gave an indication of the Government's attitude 
and policy ·on the development of export markets. · 

Prices. 

Commonwealth Market. A price rise of 1d. lb. for 
Currants and Sultanas was taken this year, but no 
change was made to Seeded Raisins except for Midgets 
which were dropped by 2d. lb. The rises have not 
affected sales, but Seeded Raisins have declined although 
no alteration was made to price, and ample stocks from 
1959 held by the trade seem to be the reasOn. 

To assist manufacturers with the export trade tlile 
Board approved a rebate of 4d. lb. on Cuuants and 
Sultanas used in exported manufactured products. The 
tonnage sold through this concession will not be known 
until claims are· received at the end of the season, but 
the maintenance of sales this year at, and above, last 
year's levels may be partly due to an improved export 
tTade. The rebate will be continued in 1961. 

In March the N.S.W. Railways increased the freight' 
rates from Hay to Sydney by 6 o/o. As the costing of 
A.D.F.A. C.I.F. prices allows for sea freight rates no 
suTcharge has been made to buyers as delivery via Hay 
is still cheaper than by sea. 

In January it was necessary to de-list Season 1959 
Apricots and Peaches in order to clear out stocks before 
new season's fruit became available. Nectarines had been 
de-listed earlier. Even the concession of permitting Agents 
to s~ll "at best" did not overcome the need to destroy 
some 70 tons of Peaches. 

No price changes were made in 1960 for any variety 
of Tree Fruits, but between 15th June and 15th July 
a special reduction of 20% was given on Peaches ordered 
during that period. 

Opening 1960 prices for Prunes were the same as for 
1959, but ill May prices for 7 lb. and 1 lb. cans were 
redur.ed by lid. lb. and in order to meet non-Association 
competition this was accompanied by an additional 10% 
trade discount to Distributors on minimum deliveries of 
50 boxes. Trading terms were eased and Distributor's 
could pass on to buyeTs. as much of the overall trade 
discount of 18o/o (8% normal and 10% special) as they 
considered necessary to gain sales. This concession was 
almost immediately matched by non-Association suppliers 
and in th-e same month a Special rebate of 3d. lb. was 
allowed in Brisbane, and in June was extended to the 
whole of Queensland. In the same month a special 
rebate of 2d. lb. was allowed in Weste1·n Australia, a 
further Hd. lb. on 200 case deliveries in Brisbane was 
conceded, and the 3d. lb. snecial rebate was extended to 
New South Wales and VIctoria. These rebates were 
withdrawn on 1st October, but the special discount of 
10o/o continues. 

The price concessions were necessary to maintain The 
A.D.F.A.'s sales proportion .of the market, and, while it 
is realised that growers' realisations may be affected 
this y-ear, the outcome will• not be so severe as could 

have been the case if the greater quantity sold locally 
had had to be exported. 

Export Markets. Opening F.O.B. prices were lower 
than for 1959. In some markets it was possible to take 
rises during the, season. Summarised the position has 
been-

Market 
3 crown 

Currants 
4 crown 
Sultanas 

per ton per ton 
New Zealand N.Z. £104 N.Z. £122 
Other.. . . . . Stg. £108 Stg. £116 
Canada . . . . Stg. £112 Stg. £95 
Japan .. o'• ••• I Stg. £100 
Continent and Eire' Stg. £112 

4 crown 
Raisins 
per ton 

N.Z. £113 
Stg. £113 
Stg. £116 

In the United Kingdom sales to 15th October, 1960, 
were: Cunants. 595 tons, average ex waTehouse price 
£108/15/- per ton U.K. Sultanas 13,118 tons, average 
£124/6/8. Raisins 3724 tolls, average £135 per ton. 

Export prices for Tree Fruits have caused many head
aches, for it has been a question of constant assessment 
of buyers' requirements and offers so that p1•ices have 
frequently chang·ed, unfortunately downwards. 

Prices for Prunes for United Kingdom, Continent and 
Eire were reduced slightly, but New Zealand quotations 
were the same as for 1959. 

Administration. 
Sales Tax on Manufactured Food Lines. in view of 

the successive refusals by the Federal Treasurer to 
exempt manufactured foods containing Dried Fruits 
from sales tax the Board considered that no advantage 
would be g-ained by making another submission this year, 
particularly as an intensive campaign was launched by 
the Food Manufacturers' Association. The Board has 
supplied the Manufacturers' Association with suitable 
submissions for the F-ederal Treasurer. 

Prunes Committee~ In January the Hon. T. Steele, 
M.L.C., retired and was replaced by Mr. H. E. Delves, 
Griffith, N.S.W. 
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Liaison with Growers. Individual members of the Board 
visited vaTious Branches during the year. The Acting 
Board Chairma~ attended the Victorian and South Aus
tralian State Conferences. The Katunga and District 
Fruitgrowers' Association has sought information for the 
possible formation of a Branch of Prune growers and a 
personal visit will be made by Messrs. L. G. Cameron 
and J, R. Gordon at a suitable tirrie. 

Board Members. The Board Chairman was given leave 
of absence during August-October to visit Canada and 
California on Export Control Board business, and during 
his absence Mr. L. B. O'Donnell was appointed Acting 
Chairman. 

Agents' Representatives. After 37 years with the 

Industry, during which, for many years, he acted in an 
advisory capacity to the Board, Mr. H. W. Newton 
retired in June last. 

It is desired to place on record an appreciation of 
his loyal and devoted. services to The A.D.F.A., and it 
is pleasing to have him ·with us at this Federal Council 
as an honoured visitor. 

On the nomination of South Australian Agents, Mr. 
J. B. Carvosso was appointed to the vacancy. 

Obituary. The Board deeply regrets the passing of the 
late John Henshilwood, M.B.E. in June last, and desires 
to record its appreciation for the fine services given by 
him to the Industry over a long period. 

DRIED VINE FRUITS STABILIZATION PLAN 
Board of Management Report to Federal Council 1960 

At last year's Federal Council the following resolution 
was passed:-

"That Federal Council having considered the Com
monwealth Government's rejection. of its latest Plan 
and its advice that it is ready to negotiate on the basis 
of the 1957 Plan, this Federal Council-
(a) expresses keen disappointment at the Govern-

1nent's decision; 
(b) confirms the opinion that a Stabilization Plan is 

·necessary for the Dried Fruits Industry, that .a 
definite responsibility rests with the Common
wealth Government to safeguard the economy of 
an important primary industry, but that the 1957 
Plan does not give the safeguard sought; 

(c) Instructs the Board of Management to reopen 
negotiations with the Commonwealth Government 
for a Phm embracing all three varieties, but on 
improved conditions than the 1957 Plan provided." 

Delegates at last year's conference were aware of 
the comments made by the Minister during his address 
and in a letter which he sent to the Board and which 
was read to the meeting, 

While it was apparent that a guaranteed cost of pro
duction scheme would not be granted by the Federal 
Government there were some aspects of the Minister's 
letter which the Boa1rd felt should be clarified and these 
were answered in late December. Although the Minister 
was definite in his views on the type of scheme which 
the Government would offer and which he conveyed in 
the following terms:-

"The decision of the Government is that it is 
prepared to offer again to the Industry precisely the 
Plan put to a ballot of growers and rejected by them 
in August 1957; that is, the give-or~ take £10 per ton 
scheme, embracing Currants and Sultanas, with sepa
rate pools for these varieties. 

"However, in .the event that the Industry may seek 
to have Raisins included in any give-or-take proposal, 
or wish to propose any other modifications to the 
Government's offer, then I would be prepared to 
consider them and seek a further decision from the 
Government," 

the Board placed some reliance on the Minister's com
ments that modification would be considered and, ·accord
ingly, further reasons for a full cost of production 
gua-rantee were given in a comprehensive submission 
last March. 

As the Minister refused to entertain the Board's 
proposals the text of the submission is not now quoted, 
for with reluctance the Board has had to accept the 
decision that only a "give~or-take" scheme will be nego
tiated, although before doing so it was felt that, perhaps, 
there was a sli~·ht possibility of suc·cess by placing the 
matter on a political level. 
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Although the·. various State Executives of the Aus
tralian Country.Pm;ty were given a very thorough resume 
of pa~t negotiations with the Government and certain 
members of Parliament ·were also informed nothing 
beneficial resulted, and while sympathy was expressed 
the view taken was that such schemes should be nego
tiated between the Industry and the Government. 

In August the Board decided to inform Branches and 
District Councils of the position and put forward some 
recommendations for a "give-or-take" scheme. The 
following circular was issued:-

"As ali Branches and District Councils are already 
aware the Board of Management has, in accordance 
with Federal Council's wishes, consistently approached 
the Commonwealth Government for a Stabilization Plan 
based on a guaranteed cost-of-production, with separate 
pools for Currants, Sultanas and Raisins. 1 

"Despite the many arguments_ put forward to the 
Minister for Primary Industry by the Board sup
porting- sUch a scheme, and approaches through mem
bers of Parliament and political parties, the Govern
ment has consistently refused to negotiate on other 
than a 'give-or-take' scheme similar to that rejected 
by g-rowers through a referendum. in August 1957, 
but has offered, if the !1\dustry so wishes, to consider 
within a 'give-or-take' scheine 
(a) the inclusion of Raisins. 
(b) any modifications of the original proposals. 

"The foregoing was conveyed to the Board on 24th 
December, 1959, and after further negotiations for a 
cost-of-production scheme was confirmed as recently 
as 7th July, 1960, in the following terms:~ 

'I cannot commit the Government even. to a con
sideration of any scheme involving a guarantee of 
full cost~of-production no matter what reduced level 
of quantitative ceiling may be proposed by your 
Association and under these circumstances, if yoU:r 
Association wishes to continue negotiations, we must, 
of necessity, start from the point of my letter of 
24th December, 1959.' 
"The Board is, therefore, reluctantly compelled to 

accept the fact that further negotiations for a guaran
teed cost-of-production scheme cannot be successfully 
pursued. 1 

"Two alternatives present themselves to the Board:-
1. That negotiations for a Stabilization Plan be 

abandoned altogether. 
2. That negotiations be reopened for a Stabilization 

Plan on a 'give-or-take' basis with separate pools 
for Currants, Sultanas and Raisins. 

"The Board does not recommend the first alternative, 
but is prepared to recommend to Federal Council 
1960 that a 'give-or-take' scheme he sought if there 
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is a likely chance of growet·s accepting it on the fol
lowing general lines:~ 

1. Separate funds for Currants, Sultanas and Raisins. 

2. A contribution by growers- of no more than £5 
per ton for any one varie-ty when average realisa
tions are gTeater than £5 per ton of the average 
cost of prodtiction as ascertained by the Bureau 
of Agricultual Economics. 

This means that from a season's average realisations 
for a variety growers retain the first £5 per ton in 
excess of ascertained average cost-of-production and 
contribute from the surplus a maximum of £5 per ton. 

Examples. 
Growers 

Cost of Average First Finally 
Production Realisations Retain !Jon tribute Retain 

per ton per ton per ton per ton per ton 
£100 £115 £5 £5 £5 
£100 £110 £5 £5 Nil 
£100 £105 £5 Nil Nil 
£100 £100 Nil Nil 

Growers would contribute on a variety's full pro
duction for a season. 

3. A payment to growers from a varietal fund or 
the Government if insufficient moneys are in the 
Fund when a variety's average realisations are 
more than £5 per ton below average cost , of · 
production. 

Cost of 
Production 

per ton 
£100 
£100 
£100 

Examples. 

Average 
Realisations 

per ton 
£95 
£90 

. £85 

Grower 
Receives 
per ton 

Nil 
£5 

£10 
4. The guarantee for a pa,yment to growers in any 

season to be limited to the folloWing varietal 
quantities:-

Currants .. 
Sultanas 
Raisins ..... . 

20,000 tons 
75,.000 tons 
10,000 tons. 

This means that in a season when production of a 
variety exceeds the respective limited quantity men
tioned above th'e contribution from a_, varietal fund is 
paid only on the limited quantity and not on full 
production. 

Examples. 

Total Contribution 
Variety Pr:oduction Paid on 

tons tons· 

Currants 25,000 20,000 Growers would not be paid 
on 5000' tons 

20,000 20,000 
15,000 15,000 

Sultanas 80,000 75,000 Growers would not be paid 
on 5000· tons 

75,000 75,000 
70,000 70,000 

Raisins 15,000 10,000 Growers would not be paid 
on 500o- tons 

10,000 10,000 
8,000 8,000 

"It will be appreciated that if growers signify 
acceptance of the foregoing principles the details of 
a scheme would then be worked out by Federal 
Council. 

"Branches and District Councils are, therefore, 
asked to call meetings, discuss with growers the Board's 
proposals and inform me at the earlief!t opportunity of 
their views so that a suitable submission by the Board 
may be prepared for Federal Council. 

ult is stressed that the views of the majority of 
g-rowers must be obtained, for it would be most unwise 
to successfully negotiate with the Government based 
on the foregoing only to find it defeated at a refer
endum. It is sug-gested that if insufficient growers 
attend meetings at which a Stabilization Plan is to 
be discussed questionnaires be issued for early com
pletion," 

At the following ··meeting of the Board further con
sideration was given to two aspects of any negotiations 
with the Government:-

1. The need to hold a preliminary ballot of growers. 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT CO. LTD. 
MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £1,000,000 PAID-UP FUNDS, £595,000 
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Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fouits and Citrus 

Manufacturers of Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, Tomato and Worcester Sauces 

"PADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa, Coomealla (N.S.W.) 

Factory: Mildura 

AIIC!asses of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 
Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 
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2. Quantitative limitations, 
and these Were sent to Branches and District Councils 
for consideration with the following comments:~ 

"The need to hold a preliminary ballot of growers) 
If agreement on a Plan is reached between the Board 
and -the Government that The A.D.F.A. first test 
growers' feelings by conducting' a ballot organised 
by an outside agency, for it would not be politic for 
a Plan agreed to by the Board and the Government 
to be submitted to a Government-conducted referen
dum only to have it rejected. BefOre a referendum 
is held every step should be taken to ascertain if it 
will be acceptable, or otherwise, tO growers. The 
test. ballot might reveal that the terms of the Plan 
were not acceptable to growers and if this was 
found to be so then it Would be better to re-negotiate 
with the Government rather thari conduct an exPen
sive referendum ·which, if unsuccessful, would 
jeopardise the Industry's chances for further nego
tiations. 

"Quantitative Limitations. It is recognised that this 
aspect would be subject to considerable discussion 
with the Government. A review by the Board of 
the maximum tonnages on which it had been sug
gested to Branches that a guarantee should be 
sought were considered to be too high and it was • 
agreed that Federal Council should consider more 
realistic quantities as follows:-
Variety Amended Limitations Previous Limitations 
Currants. . . . 12,000 tons 20,000 tons 
Sultanas . ~ 60,000 tons 75,000 tons 
Raisins . . . . 10,000 tons 10,000 tons 

"However, it is· considered even then that the 
amended limitations should be agreed to by Federal 
Council as a guide only and that the Board be 
empowered to freely negotiate with the Government 
for other tonnage limitations should circumstances 
dictate." 

The matter is now placed before Federal Council 
for consideration. 

GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT 
On Items Referred to the Board of Management from Federal Council 1959 

"Australian Dried Fruits Ne-ws" (Items 17 and 18). 
uThat the,Board of Management continue to publish 

the 'News' in its present form and under the same 
method of distribution." 

11That there bE} a more detailed editing of scientific 
articles in the 'Dried Fruits News' with the intention 
that the scientific language u'sed therein be more 
readily understood by the average grower." 
Publication has Continued on the lines of the fore-

going. 

Expansion of Plantings- (Items 20 and 21). 
11That in view of the increasing potential tonnages 

of Dried Fruits in the major producing countries 
which at·e in excess of world consumption this Federal 
Council is greatly concerned at the adverse economic 
affect on the Australian Industry if existing plantings 
of vines in this country are exWnded, 

"That the Australian Agricultural Council and the 
Governments of producing States be fully informed 
of the world position and its .effect on the Australian 
Industry with a view to ensuring that no additional 
plantings (Government-sponsored or private) be per
mitted except as part of a carefully vianned economy, 
and then only in close consultation with the Australian 
Industry." 
A long and complete review of the economic expansion 

of the Dried Fruits Industry, incorporating and support
ing the above resolution, was sent to the Minister for 
Primary Industry with the request that, as its Chairman, 
he place it before the Australian Agricultural _Council. 
It is understood this was done. The text was published 
in the ,January/March 1960 issue of the 11News". A 
Somewhat similar review was sent to the Premiers of 
Victoria, South Australia, New South . Wales and 
Western _.Australia. ' 

Copies o£ these reviews were mailed to the Minister 
of Agriculture in each -producing State, to the Chairman 
of each State Dried Fruits Board, the Department .of 
Primary Industry, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, Vic
torian Soldier Settlement Commission, vario.us members 
of Parliament and A.D.F.A. Branche:=~ and District 
Councils. Details were also given to Mildura delegates 
:;~.ttending the Victorian Country Party ·conference in 
April last. 

At the request of the Board Messrs. L. G. Cameron, 
J. R.- Gordon and H. H. Goodman (Board members) 
sotight an interview .with the Victorian Premier last 
March. The request was not granted on the ground 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

that no useful purpose \would be served by meeting the 
deputation at that time. 

In May the Board Chairman conferred with the South 
Australian Premier on the subject, and in the same 
month Mr. L. B. O'Donnell (Board member), accom
nanied .by the Chairman of the N.S.W. Dried Fruits 
Board, conferred with the N.S.W. Minister for Agricul
ture when a weB-considered review prepared by th-e -State 
Board was presented. 

Opposition to The A.D.F.A.'s attitude on planned 
expansion was expressed- by the Victorian S'oldier Settle
ment Commission in a letter received last February. In 
a reply by the Board it was emphasised that T;he A.D.F.A. 
did not oppose expansion provided 

1. Expansion is part of a planned economy. 
2. Expansion is considered on a Commonwealth, and 

not a· State, basis. 
3. The Industry is brought into close consultation on 

any -extension plans when a wealth of important 
and relevant infoTmation would be willingly made 
available. 

4. Full regard is given to world production and 
consumption, and the effects these can have on 
the Australian Industry when, as in 1959, all 
producing countries produced heavy crops in excess 
of total world requirements. 

5. Full regard is given to the effects of the expansion 
already undertaken in other producing countries. 

6. Cognisance is taken of the changed eating habits 
of world communities. 

7. The importance of the financial support given by 
some foreign Governments to their growers is 
properly appreciated. 

8. The detrimental effect on the welfare of present 
growers, many of whom are ex-servicemen, and 
also newcomers is avoided. 

Fears have been · exoressed by the Board that un
economic and uncontro1l€d expansion can have an adverse 
effect on succ€ssfu1Iy negotiating terms acceptable to 
growers with the Commonwealth Government for a 
Stabilization Plan. As production is a State matter and 
the Commonwealth has no controlJ as 'intra-State sales 
~are also a State Government responsibility, and as the 
Commonwealth would have little control over prices, 
unplanned expansion would, undoubtedly, stiffen the 
Commonwealth Government's attitude on the maximum 
tonnages on which a guarantee would be paid. 
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A census of horticultural plantings (including Vines) 
is being carried out in Victoria by the Department of 
Agriculture and when this is issued a copy will be sent 
to the Board. The information will, undoubteOly, prove 
to be helpful. 

Stabilization Plan (Items 26 and 27). 
HThat Federal Council having considered the Com

monwealth Government's rejection of its latest Plan 
and its advice that it is ready to negotiate on the 
basis of the 1957 Plan, this Federal Col!ncil 
(a) expresses keen disappointment at the Government's 

decision; 
(b) confirms the opinion that a Stabilization Plan is 

necessary for the Dried Fruits Industry, that a 
definite responsibility rests with · the Common
wealth Government to safeguard the economy of 
an important primary industry, but that the 1957 
Plan does not give the safeg~ard sought; 

(c) instructs the Board of Management to reopen 
negotiations with the Commonwealth Government 
for a Plan embracing all three varieties, but on 
improved conditions than the 1957 Plan pro
vided." 

11At the appropriate time a roll of voters be com
piled on the basis adopted .by the N.S.W. Dried 
Fruits Board consistent with the requirements of the 
Stabilization Plan." 
In December the Board asked the Minister of Primary 

Industry to clarify some Comments he had made in a 
letter dated 11th November (this letter. was read to 
Federal Council 1959), His reply intimated 

(a) that the Government was prepared to offer again 
precisely the same Plan as was put to a ballot 
of growers in 1957, and 

(b) that the inclusion of Raisins would be considered. 
At the end of March a new submission based on a 

guarante'ed full cost of production was forwarded, In 
April the Minister refused to entertain these proposals. 
In June details of the March Plan were sent to the 
State Executives of the Australian Country Party and 
to certain members of Parliament with the , request 
that its adoption be pursued thrQugh parliamentary 
channels. 

In August the Board came to the reluctant conclusion 
that if a Plan was to be obtained it would have to be 
on a 11give-or-take" basis and broa4 details of such a 
scheme were conveyed to Branches and District Councils 
for consideration. Following its Septemb-er meeting the 
Board informed Branches and District Councils of some 
desirable modifications. 

The foregoing details are stated more -fully in the 
Stabilization Report to this Federal Council. 

The compilation of a voters' roll cannot be under
taken until a Plan has been negotiated. 

Foreign Matter (Item 44). 
11That in the best interests of the . Industry it is 

the opinion of this Federal Council that washing and 
effectiv-e cleaning of our fruit is imperative if we 
are to maintain our position on the markets of the 
world. It is, therefore, recommended to packers that 
the necessary steps be taken immediately in order 
to bring about a satisfactory solution to this problem." 
The Board conferred with Packers' Rep1·esentatives 

on 25th November last and again on 25th July. The 
Processing (Packing) Committee met on '24th November 
and 9th June. 

Registration of Nurseries (Item 45). 
11Any person or company shall not offer for sale 

any vines or fruit trees unless such person· or com
pany is first registered with the appropriate State 
Department of Agriculture.'' 

"That this meeting considers that-- supervision of 
nurseries can best be achieved by locally-appointed 
committees working with Department of Agriculture 
office1·s on a district basis." 
A request for State registration was sent to the 

Minist-ers of Agriculture of the four producing States 
in February last and the outcome of their replies is 
that the Board· seek the co-opera:tion of the Australian 
Association of Fruit Tree Nurserymen to have nurseries 
registered. 

Bird Pest Investigation Commit_tee (Item 46). 
1'That the Bird Pest Investigation Committee be 

placed on an Industry level/' 
The Board, whenever requested by the Committee, 

has supported its activities so that international status 
will be recognised. 

Distillery Fruit (Item 50). 
"That the Minister fo1' Customs and Excise be 

asked to release for distillation fruit to wineries at 
a much earlier date." 

"That efforts should be made to have the use of 
sub-standard fruit for distillation placed on a perma
nent basis so that annual permission is not required." 
The Minister for Customs and' Excise has exPressed 

his willingness to try and ascertain the spirit stock 
position at end of May instead of the end of June so 
as to assist Dried Fruits growers, but will not place 
the free use of sub-standard fruit for distillation on a 
permanent basis as the present restriction is to protect 
growCTs of fresh wine variety grapes. 

!-"---~-------- ·---..-...----------------
ROBINV.ALE PRODUCERS'. 

CO-OPERATIVE COMPANY LTD. 
ROBINVALE 

DRIED AND FRESH FRUIT PACKER.<; 
Suppliers of -:dl. fruit growers' requisites 

Agents 
T. & G. LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LTD. 
Bergers Paints 

l'age Eighteen 

for 
ROYAL INSURANCE COMPANY. LTD. 

Lightning & Harvey Implements 
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FRUIT GROWERS!! 

Keep Your fresh fruit 
.•. FRESH 

Keep your fresh fruit the refrigerated way. We 
can engineer and supply you with coolrooros and 
refrigeration equipment to cool and store yoU:r fruit 
to ensure Premium Market Prices. 

See us for all your refrigeration requirements 

* Grape Pre-cooling or Storage Rooms. 

* Peach and Apricot Ripening and Storage Rooms. 

*Also Vegetable High Humidity Storage Rooms. 

Coolmoms also supplied as "dq it yourself' kits. 

SAVE MONEY- SEE US NOW. 

JACK ABEll 
PHONE, 1814, MILDURA 

134a Eighth Street, Mildura. 

!1inance 

. 

~~~••••••®®®®®®~•••~A~®®®®®®®®~®®®®®®®®®~ 

~ For Friendly · ~ 
f INSURANCE ADVICE i 
<& and t 
i SERVICE I 
~ ON THE FOLLOWING CLASSES ~ 

~~ OF BUSINESS 

1
• 

~ FIRE 
PERSONAL ACCIDENT HOUSEHOLDERS ! WORKERS' COMPENSATION BAGGAGE ~ 

::; PLATE GLASS ALL RISKS BURGLARY ~ ! TOURISTS & TRAVELLERS PUBLIC RISK l 
::; MOTOR VEHICLE (J 

I CONSULT THE i 
w Law Union & Rock Insurance I COMPANY LIMITED l 
~ GIBBS, BRIGHT & CO., AGENTS ~ 
~ 34 Queen Street, Melbourne MB 2418 ~(t ! Mildu,. Agent" 
~ MILPURA CO.OPERATIVE FRUIT CO. LTD. 

~ Nyah Agen~s: 1: t RIVERSIDE PACKERS PTY. LTD. ~ 

~~~~~~~~~$~~~v~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~$~~~~~~~ 

ASSOCIATION'S ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 
Presentation by Board to Federal Council 

The Accounts presented to Federal Council this year 
cover the full twelve months. 

The Accounts of the Association are in four sections:-
1. The Head Office Accounts, 
2. The Interstate Charges Fund. 
3. The Vine Fruits PubliCity Fund. 
4. The Apricots and Peaches Publicity Fund. 

The H-ead Office AccoUnts show a deficiency of £1518 
which, by transfer, and after allowing for a special 
capital receipt of £921, decreases the Gen-eral Fund 
Account from £70,033 to £69,436. The deficiency is 
accounted for as follows:-

Increases in Income-
Packers' membership fees £19 

Decreases in Expenditure-
Other Expenditure . . . . . . £1,754 
Head Office management . . 965 

Less 
Increases in Expenditure-

Board of Management expenses 
Federal Council expenses . . . ._ 

, Committees' expenses . . . . . . . . 
Adniinistrative salaries and J?Uper-

annuation ......... . 

418 
1,058 

798 

666 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

2,719 
---£2,738 

2,940 

Decreases in Income-

Net levies received . . . . 
Interest . . . . . . . . 

Deficiency for 1960 over 1959 
Less surplus as ?-t 31/8/1959 

Deficiency for 1960 .. - . . . . 

557 
882 

1,439 
4,379 

1,641 
123 

£1,618 

The Interstate Charges Fund Accounts show a surplus 
of £4561 which increases the Interstate Charges Fund 
Account to £16,684. 

The Vine Fruits Publicity Fund Accounts show a 
deficiency of £16,833 which, by transfer, decreases 
the Publicity Fund ·Account from £67,015 to £50,182, 
but from this latter sum must be deducted the unex
pended portion of the 1960-1961 budget amounting to 
£31,000, leaving a net surplus in the Fund of £19,182. 

The Apricots and Peaches Publicity Fund Accounts 
show a surplus of £2905 which, by transfer, increases 
the Apricots and Peaches Publicity Fund Account from 
£1784 to £4689. No amount for unexpended income 
has been brought into the accounts as there is a doubt 
as to whether the campaign is to continue for the whole 
of the budg-et period. 

Page Nineteen 
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1,300 
1,508 , .. 

(3,752) 

1,367 
428 
623 

(2,418) 

670 

'" 365 
(1,372~ 

8,294 
659 
137 

(7,090) 

636 
465 
116 
636 
704 
177 

17 
1,495 

(4,246) 

1,234 
9 

<3 
33 

412 
3,209 

(4,940) 

23,818 
123 

:£23,9-U 

THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS ASSOCIATION 
HEAD OFFICE ACCOUNT 

REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 3bt AUGUST, 1960 

EXPENDITURE. 

To Board of Managen1ent Expenses
Chairman's Allowance 
Members' Allowances . . . . 
Travelling and Other Expenses 

., Federal Council Expenses
Allowances . . . , 
Travelling Expenses 
Other Expenses .. 

,. Conunittees• Expenses
Tree Fruits 
Prunes , . 
Other 

, Administrative Salaries and Superannuation-
Head Office Salaries . . . . . . . . . . 
Superannuation ContributiOns 
Pay Roll Tax 

,. Head O:Oice JUanagement-
Rent .. . . .. .. . . . . . . 
Printing, Stationery and Journals 
Legal and Audit Fees . . . , . . . . 
Postages, Telegrams and Telephones 
General Office Expenses .. 
General Secretary's Expenses 
Premises . 
Depreciation 

,. Other Expenditure--
A.D.F.A. "News" and "Digest" 
Booklets . . . . . . 
Industry Stabilisation 
Liaison with Growers .. 
Marketing Organisation 
Research 

,, Surplus transferred to -General Fund .. 

1,300 
1,708 
1,162 

1,981 
621 
874 

979 
740 
451 

6,900 
626 
230 

600 
427 
126 
619 
962 
170 

32 
345 

1,435 
1 

" 47 
469 

1,151 

1960 

4,170 

3,476 

2,170 

7,756 

3,281 

3,186 

:£24,039 

1959 

158 

20,855 
552 

1,021 

1,077 
195 

83. 

:£23,9U 

INCO:M:E. 

By Head O:Dice Lecvy, 1959 .. 
., Head omce Levy, 1960 • • . . . . 

Less Paid and Owing to Branches 

., Packers' Men1bership Fees, 1959 
1960 

•• Interest Received
Commonwealth Treasury Bonds 
Loan Account .. 
Deferred Discounts 
Debentures .. 
Fixed Deposits 

,. De:fieieney transferred to General Fund .. 

I 

I 
,] 

!I 

1960 
Cr. 

996 
22,000 

2,540 
- 19,460 

21 
550 

571 

775 
25 
-

574 
120 

1,494 

22,621 
1,518 

£24,039 
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177 

4,544 
93 

205 
(5,019) 

••• 126 
967 
274-

21 
508 
402 
152 

180 
118 

1,806 
1 

( 5,217) 

9,833 
3,368 

111 

600 

814 
199 

3,373 
2,052 

7,'i95 
83 

1,097 
52 

1,050 
1,186 

124 
358 
75. 

(32,170) 

11 
136 
-

(147) 

42,553 
10,328 

VINE F;RUITS PUBLICITY FUND ACCOUNT 
REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS liiNDED 318( AUGUST, 1960 

EXPENDITURE . 

To Administrative Expenses-
Board of Management allowances and e:x~ 

penses.. . 
Office Staff-

Salaries . . . . . . 
Travelling Expenses 
Pay Roll Ta.x . , .. 

,. 01D.ce Management and overheadi!I
Rent .... 
Audit Fees .• 
Postages .. 
Telegrams and Telephones 
Publications and .Journals 
General Office Expenses . . . . 
Stationery, Paper and Printing .. 
Insurances . . . . 
Depreciation-

Office Furniture and FiPtings .. 
Display Eq~ipment 
Motor Vans . . . . 

Premises 

, Publicity-
Contact Staff

Salaries . . . . . . 
Travelling Expenses 
Materials .. 

Allocation-
Western Australia 

Advertising
Women's Magazines 
Radio . 
Displays.. . . . . . . 
Shows and Exhibitions 
Competitions.. . . . . . . _ .. 
Trade and Consumer Literature 
Agency Fees .. 
Production Costs 
Fruit Provided 
Des:pa tch Costs 

Educational .. 
Public Relations

Salaries . . . . . . 
Travelling Expenses 
Incidentals · 

., Other Expenditure-
Health and Diet Data 
"Water Into Gold" .. 
Representatives'. Conference. 

., Surplus tr'ansferred to Publicity Fund 
Account 

290 

4,915 
114 
164 

622 
189 

2,010 
3,68 
15 

531 
402 
170 

177 
13 

2,04-2 
3 

8,227 
2,62.2 

84 

600 

!.1,179 
-

4,037 
_2,81.7 

59 
8,665 

89 
539 
218 

1,836 
1,418 

552 
805 
377 

l8 
186 

77 

1960 I 
INCOME. , ... 

379 
50,100 

(50,479) 
16 

2,087 
5,483 

(2,103) 

By Contribntfon.-
Growers-for Season 1958 , . . .. 

-for Season 1960 , . . :·· . . . . 39,000 
Less Over-estimated Season 1959 3,849 

Agents-for Season 1958 . . o o -

-for Season 1960 0. • . . . • . 1,600 
Less Over-eetimated Sea11on 1959 165 

•• Interest Reeeived-
46 

253 
(299) 

Bank Deposits , • 24 
Other Deposits 482 

, Deficiency transferred to Publicity Fund Account 

6,542 

41,619 

281 

53,925 

--- £53,925 £52 ll:.\1, £52,881 

INTERSTATE CHA:RGES FUND 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 31st AUGUST, 1960 

EXPENDITURE. \ INCOME. 
Dr. 

To Surplus -transferred to Interstate Charges Fund 4,561 By Interest Reeeived . , . . . . . . . . . . 
, Interstate Charges-Season 1959-Surplus 

£4,561 

1060 
Cr. 

35,151 

1,435 

506 

37,092 
16,833 

£53,925 

Cr. 
460 

4,101 

£4,561 
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460. 
151 

1 
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20 

(637) 

348 

2,149 
752 

705 
20 

304 

(4278) 

--
4,915 

-
£4,915 

1939 

70,033 
21,879 

2,310 
269 

3,000 

1,000 

£98,491 

APRICOTS AND PEACHES PUBLICITY FUND ACCOUNT 
REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 31st AUGUST, 1960 

EXPENDITURE, 

To Office Overheads-
Salaries and Indirect Charges 
Stationery .. 
Bank Charges "· 
Audit Fees . . . . , . 
Telephones and Telegrams. 
Pay Roll Tax 
Rent . . .. 
Insurance . . . . . . . . 
Depreciation of Motor Van 
Head Office Travelling 

, PuWieity
Demonstrations 
General Displays 
Fruit Provided 
Literature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Advertising-Newspaper, Radio, .Journals 
Production Cost!S . . . . . . . . . , 
Salary and Expenses, Special Promotion. 
Despatch Costs .. 
Postages 
Recipes.. . . . . 
Public Relations 

,. Other-
Liaison with Growers 

108 
43 

8 
5 

79 
3 

64 
3 

166 
13 

882 
1,007 

248 
870 
265 
14"2 

.2,548 
106 

5 
574 
875 

,. Surplus transferred to Apricots and Peaches Pub
licity Fund .. 

1960 

492 

7,522 

7 

8,021 

2,905 

£10,926 

1959 

4,675 

9 
64 

167 

£4,915 

INCOME. 

By Contributions-
Growers-Season 1960 -... . . . . 
Less Over-estimated, Season 1959 

,, Interest Received-
Bank Deposits 
Fi:x:ed Deposits'" 

,. Deficiency transferred ,to Apricots and 
Peaches Publicity Fund 

10,905 
- 6 

27 

HEAD OFFICE ACCOUNT 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st AUGUST, 1960 

LIABILITIES. 

General Fund Account . . . . 
Add Special Capital Receipt 

Less Deficiency from Revenue Account for 
the twelve months ended 31st August, 

1960 

1\-I.I.D.A. Ltd. Stabilization Fund Account 
Levies Due to Branc1les-

Season 1960 
Sundey Creditors .. 
Deposits by Agents 
Advances-

Interstate Charges Fund 

70,oa·3 
921 

1... 1 

-- ' 70,954 

1,518 
69,436 
21,879 

1,850 
311 

2,750 

4,000 

1959 

4,206 
19 

26,170 
7.491 
4,250 

244 
420 

15,184 
550 

5 
584 

1,21~ 

13,304 
21,879 

ASSETS. 

Cash at Banks,..-
Commercial Banking- Co. of Sydney Ltd., Mel-

bourne-Current Account . . . . 
Head O:ffice Petty Caa;h on Hand .. 
Com.monwealth Tr_easury Bonds, at cost 
Debentures, at cost 
Fi::l:ed Deposits .. 
Sundry Debtors .. 
Loans . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Provision for Levies in the hands of Agents on Fruit 
Pr-ovision for Packers' Membership Fees 
p:repaYJDents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Stocks of Bo-oklets and Stationery on hand, at cost .. 
O:ffice Furniture and Fittings, at cost, less depreciation 
Advances to Murray Industries Development 

Association Ltd.-
From General Fund Account . . . . 9,053 
From Stabilization Fund Account . . 21,879 

50 Advances-Agents' Adjustments . . . . . . ~.::r93 
201 

3,059 
273 

- -.:.Superannuation Provident Fund .. 
2,827 -Vine Fruits Publicity Fund .. 

91 -Aprico'ts and Peaches Publicity Fund 

1960 
Cr. 

10,899 

27 

£10,92& 

1960 

4,452" 
57 

20,419 
14,466 

4,750 
154 
280 

15,897 
550 

23 
692 

1,02S 

30,932" 

£100.226 £98,491 
---~~6::'·'~2~· 

£100,226-
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1959 

34,015 

827 

2,827 

33,000 

£70,669 

1959 

63 
487 

91 
1,330 

VINE FRUITS PUBLICITY FUND ACCOUNT 
BALANCE SHEET-AS AT 31st AUGUST, 1960 

LIABILITIES. 

PubUcity Fund AccolULt . . . . . , . . . . 
Less Deficiency· from Revenue Account for 

twelve months ended 31st August, 1960.. --, 

67,015 

, t: 833 

Less unexpended portion of 1960/61 Budget 

Sundry Creditors 
Advanees-

A.D.F.A. Head Office Account 
Interstate Charges Fund .. 

Provision for Unexpended Budget .. 

ou,l82 
~1.000 

--
3,059 
A flQQ 
'" 

1960 

19,182 
7,666 

7,059 
31,000 

£64.907 

1959 

7,642 
44 

'" 
10,000 

99 

1,353 

34,725 
1,447 

35 
5,471 

711 

8,708 

£70,069 

ASSETS. 

Cash at Banks and on Hand-
Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney Ltd.

Current Accounts . . . . . . . . . . 
Commonwealth Savings Bank, Melbourne 
Petty Cash and Travellers' Cheques .. 

Deposits-at call 
Sundry Debtors 
Advance-

Apricots and Peaches Publicity 
Proyisions for Contributions

Growers in the hands of Agents 
Agents 

Prepaym.ents 

Fund 

4,401 
1,066 

510 

29,543 
1,206 

ltlotor Vans, at cost, less depreciation . . . . 
Office Furniture, Dolachines and Fitting:s, at cost, less 

depreciation . . . . . . ·.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Display Equipment, Material and Stationery, at cost, 

less depreciation . . . . . . . . 

INTERSTATE CHARGES FUND 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ot AUGUST, 1960 

LIABILITIES. 
Interstate Charges Fund . . . . 

Add Surplus for Season 1959 .. 

Net Retentions of Interstate Charges in hands 
of Agents, Season 1960 

12,123 
4,56:(, 

16,684 

1,294 

£17,978 

ASSETS. 
Cash at Bank-

Commonwealth Savings Bank, Melbourne .. 
Deposits-at short call 
Advance.s-

A.D.F.A. Head Office Account . . . . 
Vine Fruits Publicity Fund Account 

Interstate Freight and Ch.ru.-ges, Season 1960 
Suspense Account 

4,000 
4,000 

APRICOTS AND PEACHES PUBLICITY FUND ACCOUNT 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st AUGUST, 1960 

LIABI~ITIES. 

Apricots and Peaches Publicity Fund Account 
Add Surplus of Revenue Account for twelve 
months ended 31st August, 1960 .. 

Sundry Creditors •. 
Advanees-

A.D.F.A. Head Office Account . . . . 
Vine Fruits Publicity Fund Account 

1960 
1,784 

2,905 
4,689 

17 

273 
979 

1,252 

19159 

259 

3 

3,430 

ASSETS. 

Cash at Banks-
Commonwealth Savings Bank, Melbourne 
Commercial Banking Co of Sydney Ltd., 

Melbourne .. 

3,139 

178 

Sundry Debtors 
Stationery and Display Material, 
Provision for Levies in the hands 

at cost . . . . . . 
of Agents on Fruit 

1,721 Provision for Unexpended Budget .. 

£3,692 

-

£5,958 £3,692 

AUDITOR'S REPORT 

1900 

5,977 
10,000 

63 

979 

30,749 

4,102 

602 

12,435 

£64,907 

1,684 
7,000 

8,000 

1,294 

£17,978 

1960 

3,317 
41 

2,600 

£5,958 

I have examined the Books of the Head Office, the Vine Fruits 
Publicity Fund and the Apricots and Peaches Publicity Fund Accounts 
of the Association .and also •those in respect of the Interstate Charges 
Fund for the twelve months ended 31st August, 1960. 

drawn up so as to give a 
Association at 31st August, 
ended. 

true and fair view of the affairs of the 
1960, and its operrutions for ·the year then 

I report that the Balance Sheets, Revenue Accounts, and the Income 
and Expenditur.e Account of the Interstate Charges Fund are properly 17,th October, 1960. 

MORRIS J. COHEN, 
Chartered Accountant. 



MURRAY INDUSTRIES DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION LIMITED 

Annual Report for the Year Ended 30th September, 1960 
Gentlemen,-
On behalf of the Council of Murray Industries Deve

lopment Association Ltd. I have pleasure in submitting 
the report for the year ended 30th September, 1960. 

The audited accounts disclose the following financial 
position:-
Revenue: 

Interest, £4192; Other Income, £813 .. 
Expenses: ( 

Councillors' Fees, :£70; Audit Fee, £11; 
Travelling Expenses, £194; S'undries, £9 

£5,005 

284 
----

Surplus of Revenue over Expenses trans
ferred to General Fund Account 

Assets of the Company consist of:-
Shares, debentures, mortgage and· 

deposit in packing company .. 
Interest accrued on Mortgage .. 
Credit balance at bank . . . . . . 

118,301 
73 
95 

£4,721 

£118,469 

Liabilities of the Company comprise:-
The A.D.F.A. Advance Account. . 30,082 
Sundry Creditor . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
General Fund-surplus of revenue 88,385 

----=~£~1~1~8,~4~69 
Reconciliation: 

The A.D.F.A. Advance Account in 1959 
was ............... . 

It now stands at . . . . . . . . . . 

A decrease of . . . . . . . . . . 

35,183 
aa,o82 

£5,101 

This is the net amount remitted to The A.D.F.A. 
by M.I.D.A. Ltd. for the year, and consists of:

Surplus of Revenue over Expenses . . . . · 
Reduction in Bank credit balance . . . . 
Reduction of mortgage and interest . . · 

Less 
Increase in deposit . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4,721 
184 

1,260 

6,165 

1,064 

£5,101 

The A.D.F.A. Advance Account now stands at £30,082, 
which may be analysed by stating that:-

The A.D.F.A. originally advanced . . . . £134,765 
It has received from M.I.D.A. Ltd. by way 

of realisation of assets, interest received 
and dividends on shares 104,683 

Leaving a balance of . . . . . . . . 

Against this it has assets valued at 

£30,082 

£118,301 

IB contemplating these figures it is as well to emphasise 
that although they are, in themselves, a testimonial to 
the operations of the M.I.D.A. Plan the greatest benefit 
to growers is that the Plan has maintained a sound 
level of prices in Australia over export parity, and, as 
a· result, the Industry is benefiting by some £400,000 
per annum. 

Without the M.I.D.A. Plan, which is now centred on 
the operations of one packing company, it would not 
be possible to overcome the weaknesses ·of State legis
lation and Protect A.D.F.A. growers against "outside" 
competition-in Australia. The South Australian Dried 
Fruits Act, particularly, contains provisions which, 
without the advantage now held by permitting the one 
packing company to actively compete with uoutsiders," 
could prove :ffiost dangerous to the stability of the whole 
Industry. Until it is possible to alter these provisions 
the danger is present-a danger which could do incaJ
culable harm to growers. It is doubtful if growers 
would be prepared to exchange the present stabilized 
conditions for those of unstable 'Prices and competition 
which were encountered before M.I.D.A. Ltd was estab~ 
lished. It is only necessary ·to refer to the present 
chaotic conditions in the Prunes Industry to emphasise 
how "outside" operators can affect stabilized marketing. 

The accounts and affairs of the Company are regu
larly reviewed by the' M.I.D.A, Council, which comprises 
all members of the Board of Management of The A.D.F.A. 
The assurance is given that the policies which have 
always been.followed· will, in the best interests of the 
Industry, be continued. 

On behalf of the Council, 

8th November, 1960. 

P. MALLOCH, 
President. 

--·-----------~----·-----------

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO~OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company O;_,ned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark for the Co·operative Packing and 
Processing of Dried Fruits 

/ 

Packers of the Well-known 
-- Dried and Fresh 

"ARK" Brand 
Fruit--

Timber~ Hardware, Produce and General Merchants 
GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST l 

~==========~·======~================~ 
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VINES PUBLICITY FUND 
Proposed Budget Allocation 1961-1962 Campaign Presented to Federal Council 1960 

In submitting the undermentioned budget for approval 
the Board has allowed for an expansion of the campaign 
to-

( a) increase public relations activities, and 
(b) adopt limited national advertising, 

whil~ provision has been made to permit the support of 
special promotion drives. 

Field representation by publicity staff with supporting 
literature and display material would continue •. 

The Board recommends a budget allocation of £60,600, 
which is £8600 greater than the allocation for 1960/1961. 
As a comparison, actual costs incurred during 1960/1961 
are shown in the last column. 

The Budget. 

F:ield Representation 
-Salaries· for eight male 

Representatives 
-Van Maintenance and tra

velling expenses 
-Materials, etc. . . 

Public Relations 
-Salaries for two female 

officers .. 
-Travelling expenses 
-Ingredients, photographs, 

books, etc. 

Display and Despatch 
-Storeman and delivery 

costs.. . . . . . . . . . . 

£ 

9,500 

3,000 
. 100 

2,200 
1,000 

800 

Actual 
£ 1960/1961 

£8,227 

2,622 
84 

12,600 (£10,933) 

552 
805 

377 
4,000 (£1,734) 

1,800 1,836 

Literature-
-Leaflets, booklets, etc ... 
-Educational . . . . 
-Production costs .. 

Advertising-
-Sh.ows and exhibitions .. 
-National (press, radio, 

T.V.) .... 
-Western Australia .. 
-Fruit provided .. 

Special promotion drives 
He3.d Office expenses 

-Salaries, allowances and 
travelling expenses 

-Other expenses . . . . . . 
-Depreciation (vans, fur-

niture and equipment) 

Reserve for Contingencies 

10,200 
1,500 

500 

3,000 

4,500 
600 
250 

6,500 
4,300 

2,300 

12,702 
1,477 

539 
12,200 (£14,718) 

8,350 
8,000 

2,317 

1,268 
600 
213 

(£4,398) 
8,000 

5,483 
4,307 

2,235 
13,100 (£12,025) 

550 281 

£60,600 £53,925 

The budget has been compiled on the -assumption that 
a campaign for Apricots and Peaches will llot be con
tinued. If, however, this campaign is proceeded with on 
the same scale as in 1960'-1961 certain of the above 
salary and Head Office charges will be reduced. 

No attempt has been made to prepare a budget ·for 
£150,000 as considerably mor-e information Would be 
required on th-e type of campaign to be conducted. 

BOARD PRESENTS MARKETING REVIEW 
TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 

Probably the most impOrtant item considered by delegates was the marketing of Dried Fruits ih Australia 
and overseas. The debate, which thorOughly coveTed every aspect of this Industry problem, lasted for most of the 
second day of the Conference. 

The Board presented a complete review which concentrated mainly on Commonwealth sales and while it 
is teo long for publication in full the salient points are printed. 

' Delegates are aware that the following motion has 
been submitted by Victorian State Conference 1960 and 
is listed on the Fedei-al Council Agenda for discussion:-

41That an independ-ent and competent marketing 
organisation be engaged to investigate the Industry's 
methods of marketing, distribution, preparation, pack
aging, presentation, publicity and sales promotion on 
both home and overseas markets, with a view to 
reorganisation to m-eet to-day's changed .conditions." 
This is a very important item as it could, conceivably. 

radically alter th-e entire marketing syStem and 
publicity policy for A.D.F.A. Dried Fruits. 

The Board, therefore, feels that'this review will help 
d-elegates in appreciating the important issues which 
Federal Council must consider. 

At the outset the Board wishes to emphasise that in 
its opinion, the present method of distribution, which 
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has always been subject to changes to meet- altered 
trade conditions, is the most satisfactory and certainly 
the most economical, but it is not desired that this 
review be interpreted as opposing a full investigation 
by a competent authority if Federal Council so desires, 
provided, of course, the authority selected is fully· com
p-etent. 

The motion before Federal Council is very wide in 
its terms of reference and includes no+ oniv the home 
market. but overseas markets as well. As overseas 
markets will be separately handled tMs review is vir-
tualJy confined to home marketing,. but some general 
preliminary com'ments are felt to be desirable. 

General Comments. 

Marketing in the C~mmonwealth is the reRponsibility 
of the Board of Manag-ement. and the Board is basically 
guided by certain Rules and Regulations and the pro-
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VISIOns of Terms and Conditions of S'ale. The Board's 
function is to 

(a) maintain a very close contact with the wholesale, 
retail and manufacturing trades so as to be 
aware of current conditions and future trends, 

(b) vary trading terms accordingly, and 
(c) support the selling of Dried Vine Fruits in Aus

tralia with a suitable publicity campaign. 
The Board hfl,s, at_ all times, closely followed this 

policy, recognising the need for elasticity in distributing 
and selling Dried Fruits. To this end trading terms 
have been altered from time to time and; indeed, it was 
requested in the Board of Management Report (page 
80) to Federal Council 1.959 that no amendments 
to the marketing sections of Rules and Regulations be 
made for 1960 as certain trading terms should first be 
thoroughly tested before being finally approved. This 
request, which was granted, is indicative of the Board's 
view that trade conditions are still too much in a state 
of flux to accept them as sufficiently firm to Warrant 
permanent alterations. As the conditions are still 
unsettled the Board considers it must continue to be 
given wide discretionary powers over trading terms 
unless it is the firm intention of Federal Council to 
take from it all responsibility and leave the future of 
Commonwealth marketing to an independent outside 
-marketing authority. 

At this point it is as well to remind delegates that 
Commonwealth marketing was debated at Federal 
Council 1959 when the following motion was con
sidered:-

"That Federal Council be asked to fully investigate 
the present system of distribution and marketing, and 
i:f no way of improvement can be found for the 
present methods the Board to seriously consider that 
The A.D.F.A. Undertake the selling of all Dried Fruits· 
in the Commonwealth." · 
This motion was lost and the Board could only inter

pret Federal Council'S 'decision as one of confidence in 
its unremitting attentions to promote sales in Australia 
subj-ect to the following policy r-equirements:-

1. That having, over th-e years,. achieved a marketing 
stability envied by most other primary producers 
such stability must be safeguarded. 

2. That commensurate with the promotion of sales as 
a long-term plan the most economical, yet wide
spread, form of distribution be adopted, but adapted 
tq meet trade developments. 

It is advisable, therefore, to state how this policy has 
been put into effect and the Board is quite"' sincere in 
stating that without the most careful consideration of 
a number of impoTtant factors the surrender of these 
fundamentals for a system of trading which may not 
lend itself to marketing primary p·roduction (except at 
a much higher cost) must be approached with care and 
with a -full appreciation of the consequences. The 
present A.D.F.A. marketing policy may be listed as 
follows•:-

1. The .A.D.F.A. (through the Board of Management 
and subject to approval by Federal Council), decides 
selling policy, sets prices, lays· down trading terms 
and sees that they are observed. It does not 
physic~lly handle fruit, but by careful listing of 
distribution outlets ensures 
(a) that the whole of the· Commonwealth is fully 

and adequately covered, 
(b) that in exchang-e for the low discount rates 

which have been accepted by Distributors 
reasonable, but not monopolistic, protection is 
given to them by the Board exercising discretion 
in adding to the distr~bution list only reputable 
merchant houses who have prov-ed their worth. 

2. Selling Agents are appointed by the Board in accord
ance with the provisions of Rules and Regulations. 
They maintain r-egular contact with Distributors, 
physically draw fruit from packing houses and 

fage Tw~nty-s!x 

despatch it according to delivel'Y instructions issued 
by the Distributors. Agents are bound by the 
trading terms set down. Their function is not to 
contact the retail and manufacturing trades (other 
than A.D.F.A. registered Manuf~cturers-see 4 
below), but to promote sales to Distributors in the 
grades sought (subject to crop and pack) and to 
ensure that deliveTy at all times is adequate. There 
has been no criticism that Ag-ents have failed in 
their activities and it is important to observe that 
almost the whole of the Commonwealth sales are 
made by Agents at the ridiculously low commission 
rate of 1 o/o. It is doubtful if any food line, primary 
or manufactured, is handled by an agency at a 
comparable, or a lower, ·rate of commission. 

3. Selling to the retail and manufacturing trades is in 
the hands of A.D.F.A. registered Distributors and 
the list already includes -every r-eputable merchant 
house of any size. Some Distributors specialise 
in retail outlets, others concentrate on the manufac
turing trade, some sell through both channels, others 
ar-e group buying organisations set up to supply 
independent retailers with commodities, including 
Dried Fruits, at prices comparable with those at 
which the great combines can buy. In all, the 
coverage of distribution throughout Australia is 
complete, and there has nev-er been /any factual 
evidence that a retailer, pastrycook, baker or other 
type of manufacturer has be-en unable to obtain 
adequate supplies of Dried Vine Fruits, except 
that, due to crop and pack, it may not have been 
possible to always provide specified grades. 

The number of Distributors in each State are:-
Victoria . . . . . . 22 
New South Wales 28' 
Que-erisland . . 20 
South Australia . . 14 
Western Australia 10· 
Tasmania 6 

Total .. .. 100 

The spr-ead of sales between th-ese Distributors 
will indicate that the list is· not confined only to the 
laiger merchant houses. The fundamental policy 
of the Board in granting a registration is reputation 
(so as to avoid price-cutting through the giving of 
secr-et discounts to buyerS) and adequate selling 
outl-ets. Thus, if a small but reputable wholesale 
house has a valuable outlet registration is approved 
so that every retail and manufacturing sales chan
nel is covered. The following analysis bears this 
out:-

28 Distributors, each sell 200 tons and over 
, annually; 

32 Distributors, each sell 100 tons and over 
annually, 

20 Distributors, each sell 50 tons and over 
annually. _j 

20 Distributors, each sell below 50 tons annually. 

From time to time it has been stated that whole~ 
sale houses not r-egistered with The A.D.F.A. have 
sales channels which, by being neglected, are losing 
sales. There has never been any evidence that this 
statement -is corr-ect, and no registration has been 
refused where it has been carefully ascertained that 
new business can be gained and that it is not merely 
a case of some sales being procur-ed at the expense 
of register-ed Distributors. In effect, if no more 
fruit is to b-e sold but the source of supply merely 
changed, th-en it is co'nsidered that the existing 
list (which is always subject to revi-ew in the light 
of current conditions and developments and trading 
trends) would lose its economic worth. 

However, in line with The A.D.F.A. policy of 
elasticity in trading small wholesalers who are not 
registered with The A.D.F.A. may easily buy Dried 
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l-"'ru1ts on qUantity discounts and :have e~uai oppOr
tunity with registered Distributors of sellmg to that 
section of the trade which comprises small buyers. 

The discount rate allowed to Distributors 6h a 
5-ton price basis is 8% trade and 4% cash for 
payment within seven days._ These rates compare 
mor-e than favourably with those allowed on other 
foOd lines. But the earning rate of Distributors 
based on the 5-ton price varies as follows:-

sales of single boxes are ~d. lb. higher allowing 
a margin of 13.2%; 

sales of ~-ton ·lots are !d. a lb. higher allowing 
a margin of 11.8%; 

sales of 1-ton lots are. ~d. lb. higher allowing a 
margin of 1 o-. 9 o/o ; 

sales of 5-ton lots are at 5-ton prices allowing 
a marg·in of 8 o/o ; . 

sales of 10-ton lots are at 5-ton pnces less 
22 o/o, allowing a margin of 5~%; 

sales of 20-ton lots are at 5-ton prices less 5% 
allowing a margin of 3%. 

In all cases 3% cash discount for payment in 
seven days has to be, allowed. 

Thus, the average return is dependent at what 
prices a Distributor predominantly sells his fruit, 
but it must be borne in mind that the smaller the 
quantity sold to a buyer the higher per lb. of fruit 
are the selling and despatch costs, so that overall 
the average profit margin on .sales is not large. 

4. The larger. manufacturers are registered with The 
A.D.F.A. and are supplied direct by the ·Selling 
Agents. They enjoy the same discounts as the Dis
tributors so that so far as Dried Fruits are con
cerned their purchase prices are the keenest which 
can be offered. There has been no evidence that, 
apart from the inability to sometimes supply speci
fied grades, this section of buyers has been unable 
to obtain its full requirements. 

It must be remembered that, initially, usage by 
registered Manufa,cturers was developed through 
the Distributors and by this v-ery development the 
business is eventually lost to th-em. As a Manufac
turer becomes eligible for registration so A.D.F.A. 
Distributors have to find alternative sales channels 
to make up the tonnage lost. This creates a highly 
d-esirable incentive to sell. 

5. No attempt is made to control retail prices. It 
has been assumed, and rightly, that competition will 
regulate price to the consumer's buying level. This 
has become more pronounced with the development 
of self-service and the invasion of the grocery field 
by the great chain store combines, It is doubtful 
wheth-er there would be any advantage in policing 
retail prices and the task, which could never .be 
entirely successful, would be colossal and, conse
quently, expensive. 

6, Price stabilization so far as it affects th-e Industry , 
and the distributing trade has been a fundamental 
policy of The A.D.F.A. On it is based the entire 

·system of marketing in the Commonwealth, and 
without it many of the advantages (goodwill, price 
security, carrying of ad-equate stocks, elimination 
of bad debts, etc.) now enjoyed would be adversely 
affected. 

The foregoing briefly outlines the present system .of 
_stabilized marketing. While d-esigned for Dried Vine 
Fruits it applies also to sales of Tree Fruits and Prunes, 
although through over-production of these varieties and 
(in respect to Prunes) intense competition from non:.. 
Association suppliers many price conc-essions have had 
to be made during the last season. The concessions, 
however, demonstrate only too realistically how neces
sary it is to ensure that at no time in the chain . of 
wholesale distribution must the price structure of Dried 
Vine Fruits be tampered with. 

Overseas Markets. It is not the purpose of this review 
to deal specifically with any on~ Overseas market or to 
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refer to th-em in detail. Provision has been made during 
the course of discussion on this particular item to submit 
a separate paper on marketing and distribution in the 
United Kingdom. The opportunity will, undoubtedly, 
occur for other markets to be discussed. 

Appointment of an Independent Marketing Authority. 

The Board has already intimated· that if it is Federal 
Council's wish it would not oppose such an appointment, 
but the authority must be competent. The claims of 
various organisations that they are nOt only_ experts in 
research but possess a wide experience in all aspects of 
marketing must be~ treated with· reserve. Furthermore, 
it is wise to differentiate between the researcher and 
th-e 111arketing expert, 

Since publicity· was assumed by The A.D.F.A. many 
agencies (advertising, marketing, research) have placed 
their credentials before the Board. An examination has 
shown that advertising· (press, radio and now T.V.) is 
their main concern supported by research surveys, but 
few have any idea of marketing and selling aiid not 
one has shown the remotest knowledge of Dried fruits 
marketing, even at retail levels. It cannot be recol
l-ected, from all the applications received, that one single 
agency has, from its own investigations, put forward a 
single concrete proposal or even the nucleus , of a 
marketing plan to improve the promotion of Dried Fruits 
sales. The approach has always been on stereotyped 
lines which may, or may not, be quite acceptable to a 
manufactured branded product marketed by the manu
facturers themselves or by .a trading agency, but adoP
tion of similar techniques could create considerable 
disorganisation in our Industry unless there is a more 
than r-easonable assUrance that there is either an 
untouched field which will increase our sales or present 
consumer channels are not being fully promoted. 

The Board appreciates the value of market surv-eys. 
Before A.D.F.A. publicity was started a survey was 
taken1 and since then, through its Publicity Represen
tatives, the wholesale and manufacturing trades and the 
many techri.ical publications which reach Head Office, 
an almost continuous survey of trading conditions has 
been conducted. The subject of surveys is referred to 
later. 

In considering an appointment of an independent 
marketing authority the Board first wishes to refer to 
the Marketing Enquiry Committee which was formed 
nt the :request of F-ederal Council 1955 in the follow
ing terms:-

"That it be a recommendation to the Board of 
Management that an investigation of th-e distribution 
of Dried Fruits in Australia be carried out as soon 
as possible by a specially appointed committee in 
conjunction with a marketing consultativ-e organisa- .. 
tion." 
In its report to Federal Council, 195,7, tbe composition 

of the Committee was stated as-
Two members of the Board, 
One representative of Selling Agents, 
Three distributors, r-epresenting wholesale distribution 

to the retail and manufacturing trades and to retail 
chain stores, 

One representative each of the Departments of Trade 
(Director of Trade Publicity) and Primary Industry 
(Fi:t;st Assistant Secretary, Marketing), 

The Committee had before it the results of an 
expensive pilot campaign cond-qcted, at the suggestion 
of marketing r-esearch authorities, in Ballarat and Ben
digo and the factual conclusions r-eached from a con
sumer index audit, Every aspect (including the adop
tion of a national brand, packeting and presentation, 
discounts, selling policy, grading of fruit and publicity) 
was carefully cOnsidered and on pages 31-41 and 112-
117 of 1957 Federal Council Minutes, a full report ·was 
presented to d-elegates. 

The report was received and accepted by Council. 
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It is, however, necessary to observe that no marketing 
consultant was appointed to the Committee. The reason 
for this was set out fully in the report, but is worthy of 
reiteration: 

"No good purpose can be seen in appointing a mar
keting consultant with a view to improving the present 
A.D.F.A. method of selling and distribution. Any 
person appointed woul9. have to go to the same source 
for information as that which is already available to 
The A.D.F.A. and increased consumption could pos
sibly be better. obtained by expending an equivalent 
amount jn the publicity and sales promotion field. 

" 'IYiarketing Consultant' is a very wide term, for 
there are many different kinds. The Board is already 
experienced in the mechanics of marketing Dried 
Fruits and in general marketing practices, and is 
already aware of its many p1·oblems. It can, and 
does, call on the services of other members of the 
Industry, distributing, retail and manufacturing 
trades from time to time. 

"The Committee agrees that the services of a 
consultant would best be utilised in seeking specialised 
expert opinion on some particular aspect of market
ing, e.g. packet designs." 
It is necessary to comment that in respect to the last 

paragraph packet designing is not, and never has 'been, 
a function of The A.D.F.A. and if it was there would 
be no obligation on the part of any packeter to accept 
any design(s) which may have been prepared at the 
expense of A.D.F.A. publicity funds. 

If it is the decision of Federal Council to appoint an 
independent marketing authority the Board, in the light 
of the foregoing comments, feels incumbent to recom
mend that the ·greatest care be taken in selection for 
the following reasons:-

1. Competency. The authority must be thoroughly 
versed in all aspects of the Industry. It is not 
sufficient to confine its knowledge to marketing 
and distribution. There must be a full appreciation 
of production and processing problems, ·for they 
have a ·direct bearing on the quality and standard 
of the fruit to be marketed. There must be a 
similar appreciation of the extent that packeting 
has already developed , and that packeting is by 
no means limited. It must be realised that there 
are over 100 different brands already on the market 
and that the packeters of the brands would be 
reluctant to surrender their goodwill in favour of 
a national brand. 

Furthermore, there must be a definite indication 
that the present Board of Management, other 
leaders in the Industry and merchant experts who 
have ail intimate knowledge of the production, 
processing and marketing aspects of Dried Fruits 
have been unaware that there are ways and means 
of increasing home market sales, or, being known, 
have been unwisely discarded. 

Finally, it must be assured that anY alterations 
to existing methods of marketing will not jeopardise 
sales ·or so "scramble the marketing egg" that the 
IndUstry would take years to re-establish a stabi
lized and economical form of distribution, 

2. Cost. The motion before Federal CoUncil is 
extremely wide in its implications and, apart from 
the Commonwealth with its very long lines of 
supply, includes overseas markets as well. The 
cost_ of a complete survey of all markets would be 
very high. For example-
( a) The original consumer survey conducted at the 

start of The A.D.F.A. campaign was confined 
to 500 samples in Sydney and Melbourne. It 
cost £600, the lowest quote received. 

(b) The Ballarat/Bendigo consumer index audit 
for approximately 50' samples in each town 
cost £2000. 

(c) The same (!ampaign whj.ch was by way of a 
marketing test cost another £2926. 

(d) The recent United Kingdom consumer survey 
(an excellent and thorough one) cost some 
£8000. 

All of these were only surveys and did not 
include research· into marketing, distribution, packet
ing and presentation. 
(e) It cost approximately £1000 ,Jo examine the 

New Zealand market specifically for Prunes. 

It would not· be possible to precisely estimate what an 
independent marketing authority would charge to survey 
all markets and recommend 'alterations to, or confirm, 
present marketing methods, (i.e., in the terms of the 
motion, marketing, distribution, preparation, packaging, 
presentation, publicity and sales promotion), but it would 
be scarcely less than £30,000"; that is if it is to be done 
thoroughly as the motion implies. 

Alternative to -the employment of a marketing agency 
other means present themselves, and these bear con
sideration-

1. To use the services of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics which is already familiar with the 
Industry and whose furiction is the investigation 
of primary production and disposal. The Bureau, 
apart from its own team of experts, would be in a 
position to consult senior officials in the Depart
ments of Primary Industry and Trade and would 
receive greater co-operation from the trade than 
a proprietary authority. 

An investigation by the Bureau would be com
pletely independent and, based on the published 
results of their enquiries for other primary indus~ 
tries, would be impartial. 

2. To appoint a new Marketing Enquiry Committee 
to examine the Commonwealth market comprising 
representatives Of the Board, Agents, Distributors, 
Manufacturers and two Retailers. Selection of 
the Retailers would be important and preferably 
one appointee should be a senior executive of a 

Packers 

General Merchants 
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, large grocery retail organisation and one a senior. 
executive of a retail organisation not connected 
with the grocery trade. 

The terms of reference could be on the lines 
of the motion submitted by Victorian State Con
ference now before Federal Council. 

3. To use the services of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics as part of an overall investigation by a 
Marketing Enquiry Committee. Representation on 
.the Committee wpuld then_ need to be extended to 
include the Export Control Board and the Depart
ments of Primary Industry and Trade. 

4. For the Board of Management to consult with the 
Export Control Board to investigate and report on 
ovet·seas markets. 

Formation of an Independent Dried Fruits Selling 
Organisation. 

From time to time it has been suggested that The 
A.D.F.A. set up its own selling organisation for the 
Commonwealth market and it is, perhaps, wise to n-ow 
examine this in more detail than has -been done in the 
.past. 

The simple issues are-
1. Whether the expense of establishing a selling organ

isation would be more or less costly than the value 
of the discounts paid each season to Distributors. 

2. Whether the organisation Would sell more Dried 
Fruits. 

On the score of cost the present method of distri
bution costs approximately £467,885 per annum. This 
is based on the following data for 1960:-

Basic 
Variety Est. Sales Grade Price 

tons per ton 
Currants 3,700 3 cr. £205.332 
Sultanas 11,300 4 cr. 214.666 
Raisins 3,800 

Trade Total Groaa 
and Cash Value 
Discounts of Sales 

£88,736 £759,728 
283,325 2,425, 726 

converted 
to 3,420 Bulk 221.666 95,824 758,098 

£467,885 . £3,943,552 

From these total discounts Distributors allow 3% on 
varying values and allow additional discounts on quan
tity contract sales. Similar discounts would need to 
be allowed by an Industry selling organisation and for 
purposes of this assessment could be averaged at 4%
£157,7 42. Tree Fruits and Prunes have not been 
included. 

To set· up an A.D.F.A. selling organisation the follow
ing important ·factors must be considered:-

1. E·stablishment of a Head Office. 
2. Establishment in all main ceD.tres- of selling offices, 

storage and distribution facilities, 
3 . .Accounting staff in all main centres. 
4. Employment of travellers selling Dried Fruits only. 
5. Provision for bad debts. 
6. Cash discounts on sales. 

The following general assessment of cost is made:-

1. Establishment of a Head Office
General Manager (£3500), Secre-

tary (£2000), Accountant 

£ £ 

(£2000) = . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,500 
Typistes and Clerks and over-

heads . . . . . . 15,000 
Rent . . • . . • • . • . • . • • . . 3,500 

2/3. E_stablishment in. all main cen
tres of selling .and distribution 

. facilities. 
(a) Melbourne, Sydney, Bris

bane, Adelaide, Perth: 
Sales Manager (£2500), Ac
countant (£2000), Typistes 
and Clerks (£10,000), over
heads (£3000), despatch 
staff (£10,000) . • • . . ••• 27,500 
Rent· for office ancl storage 3,600' 

(b) 
31,000 X 5.155,0<10 

Hobar.t, Newcastle, Rock-
hampton, Townsville, Mary-
borough, Bundaberg, Gairns: 
Sales Man~ger, Acco'Untant, 
Office sales and despatch 
staff, rent, say, . . . . . .... 16,000 x 7.112,00"0 

(c) Other centres (sub-centres) 
3 in Victoria, 3 in N.S.W., 
4 in Queensland, 1 in Tas
mania, 2 in South Australia, 
1 in Western Australia, 
say, ......•...••.• 3,000 X 14.42,000 
Transport (vehicles) operat
ing costs: 
-2 each in Melbourne, Syd

ney, ·Brisbane, Adelaide 
Perth = ........ · · 

-1 each in other centres 
and sUb-centres = .. 

10 

21 

81@ £2000 
. each 62,000 

4. Employment of travellers selling Dried 
Fruits only. There are 100 Distributors 
covering all States. 
Allowing two travellers per Distributor 

200 salesmen would be required, each 
costing £2500' to keep on the rpad 

This personnel could scarcely cover re
mote areas and Darwin so that an ad .. 
ditional agency cost would be in~ 
valved, say, . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .•• 

5. Provision for bad debts 
-say, 1o/o of £3,943,652 approximately 

6. Cash discounts on sales . . , . . , • , , • 

Total estimated annual cost of conductine 

500,000 

10,000 

39,450 
157,740 

Industry selling organisatioa , , • . . . £1,10'4,190 

It will be seen that the present method of distribution 
is far more economical, particularly as ·there -is no 
evidence .that retailers and manufacturers cannot obtain 
fruit. 

The foregoing figures are 

Gross sales value . . . . . . 
Less 

-Distributors' discounts 

summarised as follows:-
Distri- Selins 
bution Orsanisation 

. .£3,943,552 £3,943,552 

467,885 
-selling operating costs . . . . 1,104,190 

------
Net realisations (f.o.b. basis) .. £3,475,667 £2,839,362 

Net realisations per ton on 
18,800 tons ............ £184/17/6 ll151/017 

Consumer Trends. 
It is appreciated that the fundamental reason for 

Federal Council to consider this subject is the concern 
of growers in particular, and the Industry in general, 
that despite population increases the consumption of 
Australian Dried Vine Fruits remains ComparatiV'ely 
static. This eoncern is understood as is also the sugges
tion -that by examining the trade and cOnsumer condi .. 

26,000 tions on a:U markets reasons not apparently known may 
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come to light which cart increase- consumption. However) 
the motion, if approved,· will be ·very' costly to put into 
effect, and before delegates come to a ·vital decision 
they should be reminded, of information which has 
already been imparted but which bears reiteration. 

From data gathered by the Board as part of its 
responsibility of marketing it is seen with concern that 
the main consumet markets all show reduced consump~ 
tions. Thus, Australia between 1937/1938 and 1957 I 
1959 dropped by 20%; between 1938 and 1959 the 
United Kingdom fell by 22§ o/o; the U.S.A., betw-een 1935/ 
193~ and 1956 declined by 29%; West Germany between 
1938 and 1958 dropped 44% and during th-e same period 
the Netherlands fell 16%. 

It is apparent that the decline in per capita consump
tion is not peculiar to AUstralia. There is a definite 
and widespread trend and there are a number of reasons 
for it-

1. A higher general standard of living for all classes. 
2. A larger proportion of married women now work. 
3. Improved amenities, such as motor cars and T.V., 

have altered eating habits. 
4. A distinct tendency to buy pre-packed ready

to-serve .foods or easily prepared foods -rather than 
indulge too much in home cooking. This is particu
larly so amongst the younger adult age groups. 

5. Ch'annelling of a larger propo1•tion of the family 
income into commodities pther than food. 

6. The development of the' self-service store which 
depends on Hspecials" to draw trade and where 
f'ood items now have to compete with a wide 
variety of domestic items and appliances. 

The .distinct alteration in the living habits of com
munities, more noticeable in densely populated cities 
than in the country, is due to greater spending power, 
(which permits hire pui-chase facilities, wide selectivity 
in purchasing and improved domestic amenities), smaller 
families, more people living in flats, and greater oppor
tunities for relaxation and recreation, 

There is no doUbt that communities are enjoying a far 
highfir standard of living to-day which, however, carries 
wit4 it greater financial responsibilities and commit
ments and these have a decided influence over domestic 
living. 

The recent United Kingdom survey on Dried Fruits 
states that the female population between 1950 and 
1959 rose by 4%, the number of working women rose by 
just over 11 o/o, whilst the number of working married 
women rose by 33 o/o. The incide'nce of working women 
was particul'arly emphasised in this survey. 

From Official Australian statistics 
-the increase in the female population in this country 

betweeh 1941 and 1957 was _35.8%. 
-the increase in the working female population be-

tween 1939 and 1958 was 81.4%. · 
. The incidence of lnarried women working in Aus
tralia· cannot be ascertained, but all surveys have shown 
a marked employment increase, and the effect on the 
usage of Dried Fruits and other food commodities 
cannot be ignored-. The United Kingdom survey states 
that "an increase in the number of working· women, 
less home-baking and changed tastes are believed to 
account for the declin·eH of Dried Vine Fruits in that 
country, There is no reason· from all the Board has 
learned that similar conditions do not prevail in Aus
tralia. 

While it may seem absurd that there is a relation~ 
ship between the sale of motor· cars and food consump
tion, yet it is an obvious-fact that the increasing num
ber of motor cars on the road has resulted in more week~ 
end outings and holiday touring. During the last ten 
years motor car sales, particularly secondhand vehicles, 
have jumped from 15% (1949/50) to 23% (1958/59) 
of the total value of retail sales. Electrical goods 
increased its proportion of retail sales between 1953/54 
and 1957/58 by 0.7%, but this was due to the increase 
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in T.V. sales which virtually offset the decline in other 
appliances. During the same period the proportion of 
groceries (including Dried Fruits) rose only by 0.3%. 
There were proportional declines in clothing, footwear, 
drapery, furniture and floor coverings. 

Proportions of commodity goods (excluding car sales, 
petrol, etc.) of total expenditure are:-
Com~podity Group 1953/19541957/1958 

% % 
Groceries . . . . . , 
Meat ......•. 
Other food .. 

15.0 15.3 
7.3 7.3 

12.2 12.7 
Alcoholic beverages . . . . . • 
Clothing, drapery, piecegoods and 

10.2 10.6 

footwear . . . . . • 
Hardware, china and glassware .. 
Electrical goods . . . . 
Furniture and floor coverings 
Other 

Total . . . . . . . . . . 

•Total value- (£ million) 

2h0 
6.7 
5.0 
4.4 

18.2 

100.0 

1,838 

19.3 
6.2 
5.7 
4.1 

18.8 

100.0 

2,340 

Melbourne retail sales (August/May, 1958/1969 and 
1959/1960) show that food failed to_ maintain its per
centage increase. In fact, sports and travel was the 
only commodity group to improve its proportion. Thus: 

Commodity Groups 1958/1959 1959/1960 
(excluding cars and allied products) % 
Piece goods . . . . . . . . + 10.9 
Women's wear . . . . . . + 19.7 
Men's and boys' wear . . + 16.7 
Furniture and hardware. . + 24.1 
Fancy goods . . . . . . . . + 24.2 
Sports ·and travel . , . . . . + 11.8 
Books, stationery . . - 7.1 
Food, perishables . . + 11.2 
Miscellaneous . . . . -11.5 

Total" .... + 17.9 

% 
+ 3.5 
+11.1 
+ 12.0 
+ 13.6 
+ 10.2 
+25.1 

1.9 
+ 4.0 
- 1.5 

+ 10.1 

And it is also to be noted .that there has been a 
gradual drop in the value of per capita sales since 
1955/1956. As the per capita value excludes sales of 
cars and allied products it may be assumed that the 
spending trend is for this group, 

From the foregoing it may be construed that two 
maJor factors_ have had an effect on ·food consumption:-

1. Greater spending on items related to relaxation and 
pleasure. 

2. A smaller proportion of the family income being 
spent on food and domestic lines and a consequent 
change in eating habits. 

So much for the causes. Their effect on Dried Vine 
Fruits sales requires examination. Consumption between 
1954 and 1959 was-

Comparison 
lbs. U.S.A. 

Year Tons per head Variation lbs. per head 
1954 16,725 4.12 Base 1950/54 1.9 
1955 17,347 4.17 + 3.7% 1.8 
1956 16,935 3.98 + 1.3% 1.7 
1957 19,005 4.37 + 13.6% 
1958 15,484 3.49 - 7.4% 
1959 18,484 4.07 + 10.5% 1.3 
. The actual increase of Dried Vine FruitS between 1958 
between 1954 and 1959 is 1759 tons or+ 10.5%. The 
percentage increase for all groceries between 1953/64 
and 1957/58 was +0.3%. 

The actual increase of Dried Vine Fruits between 1958 
and 1959 was 3000 tons or 19.4o/o. For the same years 
the proportion of retail sales of "Food, perishables" in 
Melbourne lost ground from +11.2% to +4.0%. 

This is an indication that despite the criticism of 
the present methOd of distribution .and the form of 
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publicity being undertaken Dried Vine Fruits, a stabi· 
lized market line, successfully competed with other 
methods of retail sales promotion and publicity, 

The A.D.F.A. cannot remain sanguine over Common
wealth sales, but the problem must be examined i11 the 
light of the foregoing general trading conditions and 
factors peculiar to the Industry. It is the opinion of 
the Board 

1. That price is not as great a factor in consumer 
buying- as may- be thought, provided 

2. There is also quality and good presentation of the 
product. 

3. Fruit and allied manufactured products must be 
displayed if the ·consumer is to be in<iuced to .buy, 

Elaborating on these the following observations are 
made: 

-The U.K. survey provides a helpful indicator in that 
housewives expressed a marked preference for pre
packed fruit and that, on ther average, pre-packed is 
7d. lb. dearer than loose, but large users consider 
quality to be far moTe important to price. 

These views can be taken as an example for Aus
tralia, for packeted sales of Dried Vine Fruits have 
gradually increased as the consumer becomes more 
packet-conscious. It is known that quality fruit in 
well-presented packets· commands not only a pre
mium over an inferior article but sells advan
tageously against loose. 

To-day the consumer is quality conscious and also 
budget-minded, but there is no decided indication 
that the price governs the purchase entirely. 

-The U.K. survey findings claim that the main 
criteria in assessing quality are clea'.nliness, colour, 
plumpness and size. The three latter are already 
accepted in Australian fruit, but cleanliness is 
something which can be greatly improved. 

The Australian consumer is just as, consCious of 
cleanliness in food as her overseas sisters, and 
both in quality and presentation there must be an 
unconscious acceptance by the buyer through eye
appeal of the packet and the appearance of the 
product that it is hygienic, free from dirt and 
requires no further attention before use. 

Not only is it essential that Quality and presen
tation must· be completely acceptable in order to 
promote increased sales, but these same require
ments· are also necessary to maintain sales. 

The efforts of selling and publicity are largely 
wasted if the product is not acceptable. Selling and 
publicity can only produce improved results if the 
article is clean, of good quality and well presented. 

-There is roOm for continuing research on packet 
design and presentation. This is not a function of 
The A.D.F.A. or part of its publicity campaign. 
There is already a wide range of packets, but 
res~arch is the responsibility of packeters and com
petition either brings others up to the highest stan
dard or they lose their markets. 

-The availability of shelf space in retail stores is 
wholly governed to-day by marketing a packeted 
product. This applies to Dried Vine Fruits as much 
as to any other line. Eye-appeal plays a tremen
dous part in impulse sales and the popularity of a 
product governs its area of shelf space. In Bris
bane, where Dried Fruits are sold almost ,exclu
sively in packets, it was noticed recently that the 
shelf space allotted to Dried Fruits was generous 
compared to southern standards, yet the area .pro
vided was not in excess of the volume of turnover. 
Brisbane is a very good example of how Dried 
Vine Fruit sales can be promoted through packet 
displays. 

-.. .-_.,,l'he same principle applies in pastrycooks' shops. 
The goods must have eye-appeal and, preferably, 
be wrapped. This necessity is emphasised by Pub-
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MOLEHILl? 

OR MOUNTAIN? 
All depends on the point of view. 
Sometimes you are faced with all 
sorts of problems that begin to look 
like mountains. That is the time to 
caB on experts. 
For financial and banking problems 
you will find men with wide experi
ence at the nerirest branch of the 
Commonwealth Trading Bank. 
These men are keen to help you 
and will give you the benefit of 
their experience. 
Next time you are faced with a 
banking problem see the Common
wealth Trading Bank people. They 
are good at turning mmintains into 
molehills. 

COMMONWEALTH 
IIHIU)~[fli BANK 

The will to serve the smallest 
The skill to serve the largest 
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· Iicity Representatives on visits and it is noted the 
same advice is given in trade journals. 

The foregoing observations are not complete answers 
to the problem of increasing sales, but they are essen~ 
tial to sales promotion. If ·they are not observed the . 
'intense competition experienced in the grocery trade can 
only mean that other commodities will be selected in 
preference alld Dried Fruits will continue to remain 
an every~day line bought as a normal pantry item. 

The essence of sales promotion is to make the con~ 
sumer buy. Once goods are bought they will be used, 
and if found to be what the consumer wants she will buy 
again. 

Developments in the Grocery Trade. 

The days of the small independent and not very 
businesslike retailer appear to , be numbered. He is 
still se·en in villages and townships, but reasonably sized 
country towns and the provincial and capital cities 
all possess clean, modern, well-lighted self~service stores. 
To-day the motor car permits consumers to travel many 

·miles to shop in these stores and purchase the great 
variety of well-presented lines, many of them at "special" 
prices. 

This development has been. accompanied by a great, 
and almost dramatic, change in retail marketing. There 
has been a strong and rapid move throughout Aus
tralia by the large variety chain stores to enter the 
grocery sales field. Many grocers'- chains have been 
acquired as a .result, and it can be seen in every capital 
city and in numerous provincial cities that there is 
intense co.mpetition between the grocery sections of the 
variety chains, independent- grocery chains and inde
pendent retailers. 

The great chains buy keenly and in large quantities 
and from the keen prices offered they depend on volume 
turnover for a profit. The independent grocery chains 
are able to buy almost as keenly, and with comparable 
competitive sales and display techniques maintain their 
position. To survive, the independent retailer has had 
to join buying groups which are serving their purpose 
successfully. So to-day we see competition between 

-the giant chain stores, 
-the independent chain stores, 
-the independent group buying retailer. 
So far as Dried Fruits are concerned all these channels 

of disposal must be supplied, and the question of price 
obviously plays an important part. There has been 
pressure by the giant stores to obtain preferential dis~ 
counts and this has been resisted, for it· is considered 
to be an unwise policy to favour one section against 
another. 

It has been suggested on numerous occasions that 
the Industry should sell direct to the giant chains. It 
is comddered that the turnover is there, and it is known 

. that the stores maintain a high volume of shoppers, 
but the same ap-plies to the other sections of retailers when 
it is realised that most grocery items are purchased on 
Friday and Saturday. It Wbuld'be most unwise to favour 
any one section. The advantages of sales promotion is 
to cater on the same terms and as favourably (price, 
presentation and quality) as possible for all sections. 

It is necessary to emphasise that The A.D.F.A.'s 
function is to decide marketing policy, set prices, lay 
down trading terms and support the selling efforts of 
Distributors and retailers with suitable and effective 
publicity. The physical function of selling is the 
responsibility of' the wholesale and retail trades, but 
The_ A.D.F.A. must be always aware of current condi
tions and trends so aa to ensure that its policy may be 
altered so as to fully support sales activities and meet 
changing conditions. _ 

The Board has followed this policy at all times. 

Publicity. 

The techniques used and the 7tnedia selected must in 
selling ·any product depend on the marketing policy laid 
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down. This applies ·.to both trading orgalli'sations sell
ing their own branded products and to primary pro
ducers marketing their own production. 

In considering Dried Vine Fruits publicity it is not 
intended, in this review, to detail the various activities 
of The A.D.F.A. campaign as these .are fully stated in 
the Board's Publicity Report, but it is considered desir
able to mention some of the basic problems which have 
to be allowed for. "' 

1. The A.D.F.A. does not physically Sell. Having laid 
down trading terms and prices it has nO contact 
with physical sales until the fruit reaches the 
retailer's store or the pastrycook's shop when it 
comes actively into the field with publicity. There
fore, all publicity planning and promotional activity 
is carried out independently of actual wholesale 
selling and distribution. 

On the other hand publicity is closely allied to 
sales when trading organisations sell their own 
products, but it is obvioUs this is not possible 11nder 
the Dried FruitS method of distribution-a method 
which has proved its worth to the Industry and is 
the most economical to adopt. 

2. The absence of a national brand means that pUb
licity must be on general lines. It would be quite 
impossible to separately advertise or produce display 
material and point-of-sale leaflets for each of some 
100 different brands, 

It is by design, and not accident, that Dried 
Fruits publicity concentrates on promoting the pro
ducts (Currants, Sultanas, Raisins, Apricots and 
Peaches), for ·as it cannot punch home the name 
of a particular brand emphasis has to be placed on 
the uses and qualities of the varieties. 

3. As The A.D.F.A. does not sell, apart from taking 
orders on behalf Of Distributors should retailers be 
found oUt of stock during visits by Publicity Repre
sentatives, it follows that abstract promotion 
through retailers is necessary. 

It is a far more difficult task to sell in the 
abstract than sell a product which is to hand. 
Nevertheless, a technique aimed at the ultimate 
consumer has been followed which has created 
interest an;wngst retailers, has created goodwill 
and through it has permitted an inexpensive channel 
to be used to distribute literature ·to the consumer. 

4. The results from an abstract form of publicity are 
very difficult to assess. It is not possible to examine 
sales figures by States or localities or to form 
conclusions based on sales data. Sales, therefore, 
have to be examined on a general basis and the 
effect of abstract publicity has to be assessed 
(and it is possible to do so fairly accurately) from 
the flow of reports sent in by the field staff and 
received from sections- of the trade. 

It is, therefore, most necessary for delegates, when 
considering the publicity approach under the preSent 
motion, to bear in mind the basic problems which have 
to be allowed for. 

General Observations.-

While it is commendable and, indeed, essential that 
growers take the greatest interest in the methods of 
disposing of their lJroduction it is apparent that' some 
incorrect surmises have been formed. This has lead to 
criticisms which have not been soundly based and it 
would be helpful to delegates, before they consider 
the present motion, to consider some of them. 

1. It has been attrib~ted to Industry leaders that the 
pattern of low: export prices will continue because 
of large overseas production, lower Mediterranean 
living standards, and the release of surplus pOol 
Raisins by California. 

1It is not clear when and by whom this pattern 
was created or stated. The issue is actually bound 
up in the one nroblem of world over-production. 
Production at all times governs prices. It is when 
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all producing countries show high production in 
the one season that the surpluses available to 
consumer markets depress prices. 

Conversely world under-production in a season 
raises pdce levels and the country fortunate 
enough to have a heavy crop reaps the benefit. 

2. A greater effort needs to be made to 
fruit in the Commonwealth and the 
should not rely on annual price rises 
export and home market returns. 

sell more 
Industry 

to bridge 

Australia is the onlY large market on which 
price premiumS can be consistently obtained. It 
must, therefore, help to offset the lower prices 
received from export markets if growers' costs of 
production are to be recovered. There is, further
more, no evidence that price is the dominating 
factor in sales. Quality and presentation are 
equ~lly important. 

3. There is a negative opinion amongst Industry 
leaders that publicity can only hold sales and not in
crease them and that Australian per capita con
sumption scarcely warrants complacency, 

No negative opinion has ever been expressed. 
It has been said, and is now reiterated, that without 
publicity it would not be possible to maintain 
existing sales, levels. The part that publicity plays 
has already been stated. In the years when sales 
improve no criticism is expressed, but neither is 
there any appreciation of what part publicity may 
have played in those sales. As to per capita con
sumption Australia, with an increasing migrant 
population, at piesent approximates 4 lbs./head. 
N~w Zealand is 5.8 lbs., Britain 5.3 lbs., Canada 
3.3 lbs. and U.S.A. (where enormous sums have 
been spent on publicity) is 1.3 lbs. In 1939 the 
American consumption was 2.5 lbs./head. Figures 
given earlier in this review show that Australian 
per capita consumption has remained relatively 
steady. In the light of a -world reduction in con
sumption the Australian position has, at least, been 
maintained. 

4. Australian ·marketing, packaging and distribution 
methods need thoroughly investigating as a means 
of drastically increasing sales. 

The Board cOuld offer no objection to such a 
suggest~on. It is incorrect, however, to imply that 
investigation ·is static. It is, in fact, continuous. 

It is helpful, in the absence of any concrete 
suggestion as to what target should be set, to" 
examine one aspect-price reduction. 

In 1938 the wholesale price of Sultanas was 
7.5d. lb. Retail 10d. lb. 

In 1959 the wholesale price of Sultanas was 
22d. lb. Retail 30d. lb. 

The increase in price is in proportion to increased 
wages and costs in most commodities-lower than 
in some. 

If prices are reduced by, say, 3d. lb. (and even 
1/- lb. has been suggested)' the loss to growers 
would be, on 18,560 tons (average 1957/1959), at 
£24 per ton-£445,440. The difference between 
the Australian and U.K. price is £56 per ton 
(approximately). 

To lnake up the loss by a price reduction sales 
in Australia would have to be increased from 
18,560 tons to 26,510 tons a year-an increase of 
7950 tons or 42.8%. 

Could the economics of such- a plan be endorsed? 

5. There are those in the Industry who consider 
present marketing and distribution methods to be 
the ultimate. 

From the information already given it is apparent 
that the foregoing is a misconception. During the 
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last three seasons trading terms have been com
pletely recast to meet changing conditions. Con
ditions never remain static and the Board clearly 
recognises that it must legislate not only for the 
conditions currently prevailing, but also the trends 
as they become apparent. 

6. There is no evidence, apart from the British Award 
Fruit Cake, of any real attempt to promote addi
tional sales. 

' The Ballarat/Bendigo survey and test promotion 
cost over £5000. It was undertaken at the instance 
of- the Commonwealth Government and its market
ing experts whO were convinced that greater sales 
could be achieved provided the means were ascer
tained. The result was that less fruit was sold in . 
Ballarat where the intensive campaign took place 
than in Bendigo where normal A.D.F.A. publicity 
prevailed. The campaign revealed nothing that 
the Board was not already aware of and had not 
already incorporated in The A.D.F.A. campaign. 

Promotion has been constant. The British Award 
Fruit 'Cake campaign contained all the baSic condi
tions :for promotion (brand, direct sales of fruit, a 
forceful sales promotional staff concentrating on 
one prodUct). Not every promotion carries these 
essential ingredients. 

7. Australian migrants are predominantly British .and, 
therefore, are Dried Fruits conscious, 

The answer, surely, to this is the reduced con
sumption in the United Kingdom. The re.duction 
in usage is greater in that country than m Aus
tralia. It 'is a fact, obtained from field reports, 
that European migrants are not big users of Dried 
Fruits. 

8. High pressure advel'tising, publicity and sales pl'O• 
motion is the "theme." 

It is difficult to comment, as '~high pressure" is 
not defined. Has this proposal a factual bacldng as 
to the likely increase of sales? It has been noted 
above that in order for growers to recover a drop 
in price of 3d. lb. nearly 8000 more tons of fruit 
must be sold. High pressure promotion is expensive, 
and there mUst be a reasonable assurance that 
it is justified. Assuming that the publicity budget 
is increased by £100,000 p.a. nearly .1800 additional 
tons must be sold to recover this expenditure based 
on the difference between home and export parity 
of £56 per ton. 

9. The A.D.F.A. campaign should always have as its 
basis a selection of advertising through press, maga
zines and :radio. 

This may -well be, although The A.D.F.A.'s experi~ 
ence does not support press advertising. Budget 
limitations have prohibited the use of magazines. 
Tests over the radio have not been really satis
factory, The resv.Its in the U.S.A., where heavy 
(Hpressure'_') advertising has been used, do not 
support this criticism. 

10. Continued rises in prices a:re not the answer. They 
are now so high as to depress sales. 

Despite 1960 price increases for Currants and 
Sultanas sales have been more than maintained. 
Sales of Seeded Raisins (no price increase) have 
decl-ined. 

11. The A.D.F.A. should engage in packeting research. 

This is not the function of The A.D.F.A. It would 
be physically impossible to assume it as it is not 
a packeter. 
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12, Through attractive packaging Californian Raisins 
were sold 'in Australia at £745 ton (equivalent). 

This statement is true, but misleriding. The, Cali~ 
fornian grower got £62/10/- per ton (sweatbox). 

13. Research is nece~sary h;ato new uses. 

This is a continuous activity by The A.D.F.A. 
publicity campaign. There are over 4000 l'ecipes 
on file and contact is maintained with home econo
mists and dietitians to develop new uses. 

14. Publicity should be brought continually to the 
notice o-f the consumer energetically. 

The Board's Publicity Reports, in the past, have 
stated the activities in detail and this year's report 
is on similar lines. The whole of The A.D.F.A. 
campaign is directed ,at the consumer. The retailer 
is merely one of the best media to contact the 
consumer. 

15. Those responsible for marketing and publicity are 
good growers, but not experts. The job should be 
handed over to experts. 

It would be dangerous to hand over £150,000, or 
even £50,000, to experts without the very necessary 
control of the Board. The Board after some years 
of conducting publicity is not without knowledge 
and experience, and if publicity is to be handed 
ov:er to experts ' (who are not now_ in the Industry 
otherwise their services would be used) then selec~ 
tion must depend on competency backed by an 
assurance that the market will return the publicity 
expenditure involved. It would be essential that 
before "changing horses in midstream" Federal 
Council and the Board are assured that a change 
is for the better. 

Federal Council's Decision 
While the 'resolutioris passed are already stated else

v.rh€re in this issue it is repeated below:~ 
That an independent marketing organisation be con

tacted and an estimate of -cost of investigating our 
distribution and sales of our products in the Comm-on
wealth only be made by the Board and referred back 
to growers- for their approval, and that if a majority 
approval of Branches through District Councils is given 
the B-oal.·d is authorised to make a special levy to cover 
the cost of an investigation. 

That the voting -on the marketing enquhy be made on 
a postal ballot of all Federal Council delegates. 

The Board is now taking steps to put these resolutions 
into effect. The first step· is. to collect the names -of 
competent organisations with proved backgrounds of 
practi_cal marketing, sales pr-omotion, research and pub~ 
licity. The second step will be to select the most suitable 
and provide them with terms of reference on which 
estimated c.o_sts may be quoted. These quotations will 
then go to Federal Council delegates for consideration 
with their Branches. The final decision as to whether 
an investigation is to proceed will depend on the voting 
results received by the Board. 

Suggestions From Growers 
The Board of Management invites growers to submit 

any ideas which may help to improve sales and standards 
of publicity, 

It is neceSsary that suggestions be in writing and need 
to be sent to the General Secretary. 

A specially appointed sub-committee of the Board will 
carefully c.o_nsider all submissionS received. 

World-Famous Danish R.S.M. Fruit Sprayer 
Now Being Made 

Under licence by 

R.S.M. 
"OMNIMIST" 

SPRAYER 

the BEST Spraying m the Shortest Time! 
large numbers of Australian fruitgrowers have alre<Jdy seen field demonstrations of 
these remarkable sprayers. They have seen for themselves the amazing penetration 
and covering Power. This convincing proof of the efficiency of the R.S.M. Sprayer 

' under- Australian conditions has led them to place immediate orders to secure the 
time and money-saving advantages of R.S.M. spraying as soon as possible! 

Watch for Demonstration m Your District! 

4 MODELS:-

1 Single-sided 4-spout 150-200 gal. vat. 

2. Single-sided "Super 4-spout" 200 gal. 
vat. 

3 Double-sided 8-spout 200 gal. vat. 
4 Tractor-mounted single-sided 4-spout 66 

e All these Sprayers use the; gal. vat. 

Famous RONALDSON-TIPPETT HIGH PRESSURE PUMP (Up to 500 p.s.i.) 

LOW VOLUME 
SPRAYING 

Spray directed against air 
stream for spraying at 5-10 
times normal high ;volume 
concentration. 

with 8-spout 
Double-sided 
Mist Blower" 

Spouts adjustable 
through 30 deg. 
(Each set of 4 
moves 15 deg.) 

RONALDSON BROS. & TIPPETT lTD. HIGH VOLUME 
SPRAYING 
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Head Office and Works, BAllARAT, VIC. 

Phone: Ballarat 222, 

Spray directed with air 
stream for spraying at 1 - 3 
times normal high volume 
concentration. 
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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT'S REPORT ON 
PUBLICITY. 1959-1960 CAMPAIGN 
1. Dried Vine Fruits. 

Public Relations. This ·medium of publicity, commenced 
during last year, was successfully intensified during 1960. 
It has proved to be an excellent way of achieving direct 
approaches to consumers,· and it has been possible to 
give indirect supporting propaganda through radio broad
casts, T.V. appearances and visits to newspapers. Through 
these various· media leading home economists, radio and 
T.V. personalities have wholeheartedly co-operated and 
their personal popularitY has served as an endorsement 
to the- quality and virtues of Dried Vine Fruits. 

There has been a close tie-:up with other forms of 
publicity and-· some activities mentioned elsewhere have 
been the outcome of good preliminary public relations 
work. 

Lectures and interviews have occupied a large part of 
the time of the original Public Relations Officer and in 
the latteP part of the year two officers were working for 
a while. One officer is ,now employed. Appendix A 
lists the contacts which have been made to the end of 
September and an examination of the visits gives an 
excellent idea of the wide coverage achieved. Bookings 
for lectures have already been made well ahead and 
there should be no difficulty in achieving a full pro
gramme. In fact, it was found that the demands on the 
Public Relations Officer's time was so great that she was 
under far greater strain than should be eJSPected, and 
there has had to be some easing of her duties. 

Lectures to housewives have alw~.ys been supported 
with slide projector photographs depicting various phases 
of production and marketing and to these have been 
add€d photographs showing the best methods of prepara
tion of some of the more popular recipes. Not only has 
an educational interest in the Industry been promoted, 
but housewives 'have been encouraged to use more Dried 
Vine Fruits by actually seeing how recipes are prepared. 
Literature in the form of, Recipe Service Sheets, Cookery" 
Bool<s, Recipe Leaflets and Industry booklets have been 
issued free at all lectures, and-have, on separate requests, 
been supplied in appreciable quantities by Head Office. 

The enthusiastic co-operation of various Country 
Women's Associations, Housewives' Associations, Church 
Guilds, Mothers' Clubs and the like is gratefully acknow
ledged. Particular mention is made of the SUJ!_J?Ort given 
by the Senior Extension Officer of. the N.S. W. Depart-
ment of Agriculture in assisting with arrangements for 
leCtures to women's organisations in country centres. 

In addition, numerous schools have been approached 
and lectures given to classes," Whenever, and wherever, 
possible special attention has been given to the domestic 
economy classes. 

In April the services of Mr. H. W. Graham, FJeld 
Supervisor, were used to give a special lecture to pastry
cook apprentices at the East Sydney Technical School. 

From a ml'inber of public relations activities, additional 
to the normal contacts, the following give an idea of the 
abstract benefits which can be derived by the Industry. 
This list is by no means complete: 

-A gift of fruit, accompanied by Industry literature, 
was sent to Lady Tweedsmuir who, when visiting 
Australia last January, expressed keen interest in 
Dried Fruits irrigation development. 

-Support by way of fruit and press insertions in 
promoting a giant plum pudding displayed in 'Sydney. 

-Entertainment of the Barmera Queen of Fruits and 
her introduction to radio, T.V. and the Melbourne 
C.W.A. Group. 

-Supply of literature to the Christian Youth Conven
tion in Brisbane. 

~S'upport (fruit and press liaison) for Golden Crust 
Fruit Cake promotion. 
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-Support by way of free supplies of recipe books and 
other literature to many fetes, .charitable affairs 
and city and country show stalls. 

-Arrangements with the Queensl.and Correspondence 
School and the South Australian Education Depart
ment to distribute educational material. 

-Recipes sent to Victorian Department of Agriculture 
for possible inclusion in its ''News Bulletin". 

A special paper on public relations activities is to be 
given to Federal Council by Mrs. E. J. Dawson, who 
pioneered The A.D.F.A. public relations work, which is 
to follow this report. 

Analysed the public relations visits made to end of 
September are stated below:-

Mrs. Dawson 
Clubs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Country Women's Associations ·28 
Housewives' Associations. . 4 
Medical . . . . . . . . . 13 
Mothers' Clubs . . . . . . 16 
Newspapers . . . . . . . . 31 
Radio . . . . . . . . . . 30 
Schools . . . . . . . . . . 103 
Show Societies . . . . . . 1 
Television . . . • . . 5 
Women's Magazines 3 
Y.W.C.A. .. .. .. 3 
General . . . . . . . . 14 

291 

Mrs. Mitchell 
2 
6 
3 
1 
1 

13 
19 
18 

1 
3 

1 

68 

To-tal 
.42 
34 

7 
14 
17 
44 
49 

121 
2 
8 
3 
4 

14 

369 

Field Staff. Due to staff resignations and the reduc
tion in Victorian Representatives from three to two 
during the year visits were lower than for 1958/1959. 
Total visits were 11,926, as against 14,300 last year. By 
analysis the following is set out:-

Grocery 
Trade 

For 1959/1960 .. 11,215 
For 1968/1969 .. 13,192 

Manufacturing 
Trade 

By States visits were: 
Vic. 

For ·1959/1960 3,790 
For 1968/1969 4,789 

N.S.W. 
3,842 
4,186 

711 
. 1,108 

Qld. 
2,723 
3,496 

S.A. 
1,571 
1,830 

Total 
11,926 
14,300 

Total 
11,926 
14,300 

The total number of calls· made since the campaign 
commenced stood at 56,395 at the end of ·September. 
Many of these were repeat calls. 

To permit Distributors to take advantage from the 
visits to country centres by a follow-up with travellers, 
Head Office now circularises details of itineraries to be 
undertaken. 

Retailer reception continued to be go'od and material 
was welcomed and used. In most instances Represen
tatives erected display material themselves, including 
the installation of impulse selling bins. Competition 
was met from. other suppliers and display space was 
often difficulf to obtain. Many large self-service chain 
stores, on instructions from their Head Offices, are not 
permitted to accept or use display material so that the 
work of Representatives in this regard is becoming 
increasingly difficult. However, the Industry enjoys a 
high measure of goodwill and this is of distinct advan
tage in gaining display space. 

AlthOugh the consumer is the target the advantage of 
contacting the retailer and using him as a selling and 
leaflet distribution medium should not be under-estimated. 
The system which has been built up has its advantages 
and to abandon this field to other suppliers would even~ 
tually mean the loss of valuable records and- contacts 
which would, if required in the future, take time and 
money to reinstate. 

I 



By and large, rec~ption by the manufacturing trade 
is lukewarm and Representatives, lacking a technical 
background, do not make the same impression as on 
retailers. A different type of person is encountered, 
many of whom have little sales background, and there 
does not appear to be the same competition in the pastry
cook trade as there is amongst grocery retailers. Among 
those pastrycooks with an eye to business reception is 
far more encouraging. While there is a need to visit 
pastrycooks, even if only to listen to their complaints, 
the best means of promotion is through campaigns 
similar to British Award Fruit Cake. 

Shows and Displays. Exhibits were again staged at 
the Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane and Adelaide Royal 
Shows. The attractive displays erected and supervised 
by ·the Display- Officer continue to· draw many visitors, 
and by clever alterations, or variations, to the forms of 
presentation the effect of novelty is maintained, although 
the -basic' design has been the same. It has, therefore, 
been possible to maintain the interest of visitors without 
undertaking costly alt~rations, except in,Adelaide where 
a .building, having been purchased for £750, an entirely 
new layout Was designed. It is pleasing to record that 
the· fittings at the old site -were sold to the incoming 
ocCupier for £200-a very satisfactory price. ' 

The spacious Adelaide: exhibit permitted very many 
more visitors and it wa's possible to give them more 
attention than at the old site which was very cramped. 
Other exhibitors of Dried F1~uits were gladly supplied 
with display material and literature. 

At Brisbane a larger site was also obtained, but it 
was possible by suitable extensions to use the previous 
year's attractive exhibit. The site is somewhat out of 
the way, but this had the advantage of not being over
crowded and its isolation did not seem to detract from 
its popularity with those visitors who were in the con
sumer group which it is necessary to contact. Teachers, 
students and school children who wished to obtain ·educa
tional material made a point of locating the exhibit. 

In Sydney the exhibit continued to ma'intain its high 
standard and comPared more than favourably with 
those adjacent. The numbel' of visitors was very heavy. 

In. Melbourne the exhibit ·' was again successful 
although a little cramp-ed, but the interest. of visitors 
was maintained through the enthusiasm of the publicity 
staff. In addition to the Royal Show an exhibit was 
staged at the International Food Fair which did not draw 
the crowds anticipated. However, the exhibit itself was 
well attended by housewives. 

The same technique as was used at shows last year 
was continued and the approach of selling the idea to 
consumers of using Dried F-ruits, giving tasting sessions, 
providing recipes, selling fruit and acquainting them 

. with the background of the Industry makes a far more 
lasting and favourable impression than straight ou,t selling 
of sample bags. The latter method gives no opportunity 
to create the .personal touch which is so necessary in 
promoting abstra~t pu~?licity. 

The selling results at the various shows were:
Sales 

Show Date Vine Tree Prunes Book-
Fruits Fruits lets 

lbs. lbs. lbs. 
Sydney 8-19/4/1960 591 1807 206 2003 
Brisbane 11-20/8/1960 547 1904 180 2300 
Adelaide 8-15/9/1960 399 1286 178 1410 
Melbourne 17-26/9/1960 585 3064 253 4085 
Food Fair 9-18/6/1960 335 935 36 1368 

Tak-
ings 

£ 

632 
666 
447 

1010 
313 

Comparable takings for 1959 were Sydney £223; 
Brisbane £348; Adelaide £156; Melbourne £254. 

The Perth Royal S'how and the Homes Exhibition in 
that city were. arranged and organised by a separate 
W.A; Committee, but assistance with literature and dis
l)lay ·material was given. Assistance was also given to 
Dried ··Fruits displays at Wentworth and Mildura. An 
excellent display was _again set up in· the banking cham-

her of the Commonwealth Bank, Melbo.urne, at the time 
of the 1959 Melbourne Royal Show. Because of the 
work involved in this year's Federal Council space 
offered at the Colac and Ballarat shows had to be 

. refused, but it is hoped that displays will be possible next 
year. · 

Displays in showcases were maintained at Flinders 
Street- Railway Station, Melbourne (main concourse and 
Degraves Street subway), Spencer Street Railway Station, 
the Housewives' Association's rooms in Melbourne and 
Adelaide and th-e Victorian Housewives' Association, Mel-
bourne. Changes were made regularly. • 

A request that a trophy be donated to a contest of 
marching girls at Renmark had to be refused~ as it was 
felt this would be better supported locally. The request 
was Teferred to the S.A .. River Council A.D.F.A. 

Some consideration was given to publicity through a 
"Witchetty Grub" float which was offered for "Moomba", 
but arrangements had to be abandoned as the float was 
too costly to transport from Mildura. A second offer of 
a "Health and Happiness" float was declined on the score 
Of high cost. 

Prizes were awarded for Fruit Cake entries at Hobart, 
Sydney and Adelaide. At the two latter shows these 
prizes Were- in lieu of school contests as the State Educa
tion authorities~would not approve them being conducted. 

School Cookery Contests. Despite a number of ap
proaches, both by -the Public ·Relations Officers and 
through Correspondence fl'om Head Office, the Education 
Departments in New South Wales and South Australia 
would not permit schools to be 'invited to enter contests 
to' be run in conjunction with the Royal Shows. This 
was disappointing as it is considered that the contests 
are an excellent educational medium. In Queensland 
and Victoria successful contests were held, resulting as 
follows: 

Royal Show Entries 
Brisbane . . . . . . 56 

(First contest held) 

"Melbourne . . . . . . 103 
(1959: 50 entries) 

Prizewinners. 
1st and 2nd: Roma High and 

Intermediate School. 
· 8rd: Marybo'rough High and 

Intermediate School. 
1st: Dandenong High School. 
2nd: Methodist Ladies' Col

lege. 
3rd: Bendigo Girls' Second

ary School. 
The prize givings were accompanied by suitable pub

licity through the press, radio stations and the like 
but the mai:ti effect which was sought was the impres~ 
sion left with the pupils. · 

Recipes, Literature and Display Material. The Dried 
Vine Fruits recipe book HFamily Favourites" con
tinues to be popular judging by the number of leaflet 
coupons received at Head Office, by the number of 
letten1 also received, by the sales at Royal Shows, and 
bv the numerous requests from grocers for supplies. 
These latter, however, have to be treated with some 
reserve as the demands would quickly exhaust stocks 
and, accordingly, a charge to cover freight or postage 
is_ made. This has ensured that the books are not 
wasted, are valued by the grocer, and go to the right 
type of housewife. 

Various types of literature and material were used 
during the year. The range is very wide and compares 
favourabl:v, according to reports received, with what 
is issued by other suppliers. 

Arrangements have been made with a firm of printers 
acting- il). conjunction with a firm of wholesale station~ 
ery distributors, to place on the market writing pads 
whose covers carry attractive pictures of Dried Fruits 
recipes, to~ether with methods of preparation. The 
standard of printing is very high and the initial run is 
144,000, which may be increased. The publicity funds 
have only had to contribute the cost (£100) of the 
blocks, but advertising ·wm be achieved from the sale 
of the pads. There are ·five covers, three of which 
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depict recipes for Dried Vine Fruits and one each for 
Apricots and Peaches. In addition to using the -blocks 
for the cov·ers they will also be available for printing 
showcards, banners, etc. 

While the Board Chairman was in Canada he 
requested that a full range of A.D.F--A. publicity 
material be sent- to two Agents to see whether it can 
be used for promoting Australian fruit. In this regard 
it is interesting to note that in Canada point-of-sale 
material is considered· to be more effective than press 
advertising. The comments by. the Canadian Agents 
on The A.D.F.A. material are awaited. 

Radio. Various contacts were made. In addition, ar
rangements were made for the Board Chairman to peri
odically provide information on Industry topics to the 
A.B.C. Rural Officer at Renmark, while fruit has been 
donated for prizes at 3DB, (Melbourne), community sing
ing, and at 2GB, (Sydney), for the sessions "Vincent's. 
Show" and "Choose Your Partner". The General Secre, 
tary gave broadcasts over 3MA (Mildura) on the B:t;itish 
Award Fruit Cake campaign and on the marketing of 
Dried Vine Fruits. 

It is to be noted that all sessions were free time and, 
in many respects, this method, which has the full sup
port of the compere, seems to attract a more interested 
aodience than paid advertising. 

Television. Various contacts were made. Fruit was 
provided for demonstrating recipes on the Jean Bowring 
Show and Sue Butterworth's session, both on HSV7. 
The A.B.C. was given useful Industry information for 
use in rural telecasts. 

Educational. Coverage of schools has again been 
extensive. Apart from public relations approaches all 
schools with domestic science classes have been pro
vided with recipe books and regular mailings of recipe 
leaflets. Through the various Education Departments 
teachers are aware of the material available, and many 
requests are received from teachers and pupils. These 
are attended to by Head Office daily. 

The need to maintain educational propaganda is 
stressed. It is realised that educating the young pupil 
is slow, but she is the future housewife and, as such, 
her acceptance of Dried Fruits as, a- nutritious food ·is 
essential. The following analysis shows the incidence 
of female population in Australia in 1959 and how it 
is projected for 1964 and 1969. In each instance the 
need for adolescent propaganda is emphasised:-
Age Group '000 '000 '000 

1959 1964 1969 
0-19 .. 

20-49 
50-59 
60 and over .. 

1831 2096 2303 
1981 2124 2369 

488 559 623 
677 755 833 

4977 5534 6128 

British Award Fruit Cake ~campaign. This joint 
promotion by The A.D.F.A. and Edible Oil Industries 
has received so much publicity that it would be very 
surprising if full details are not already known to 
delegates. 

The campaign had all the necessary ingredients for 
snccess-,---a good and popular pastrycook line, an attrac
tive product which had to contain Sultanas, a sales 
team concentrating on the sale of the basic ingredient so 
that adoption by a high Percentage of pastrycooks was 
assured, excellent introductory national propaganda, 
:first class c-oloured advertisements in nati.onal women's 
maiazines, and assistance in recommending window 
displays and sales technique to pastrycooks throughout 
Australia. The combination could not have been better, 
and it is estimated that something in excess of 300 
extra tons of Sultanas was sold in consequence. Reports 
from the trade showed a general enthusiasm for the new 
product, but some allowance must be given for '"R falling 
off in other Fruit Cake recir>es. Conversely, manufac
turers and pastrycooks who did not adopt British Award 
Fruit Cake were stimulated to promote their own 
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recipes more strongly. Altogether the promotion (The 
A.D.,F.A. bore the cost, £8000, of magazine advertising 
and T.V.) was good and the Board would support 
similar asSured promotions within its slender financial 
resources in the future. 

It is, however, desirable to point out that care must 
be taken in selecting promotions. They must be such 
that Dried Fruits are included and ,to ensure this a 
defined product is essential. Care lliust be taken to 
avoid adopting costly promotions whiCh might sell Dried 
Fruits. The promotion must sell Dried Fruits and in 
the intensive way that was so apparent in_ the British 
Award Fruit Cake campaign. 

Supplies of Fruit. Considerably more fruit has been 
donated this year than in past years. _Apart· from that 
given for radio and T.V. prizes, improved contacts _with 
demonstrations have been possible through public rela
tions. Whenever, and wherever, home economists have 
promised support supplies of fruit have been made avail
able and the resulting· demonstrations have provided 
a good direct contact with the consumer. 

Athletics. Limited publicity was obtained from Dr. 
Barbara M9ore's walk from Albury to Blacktown 
(N.S.W.). Due to delays Dr. Moore's arrival time was 
deferred and early interest waned in consequence. How
ever, a New South Wales Publicity Representative took 
advantage of- the Blacktown ceremonies to al'l'ange dis~ 
plays in one of the banks and on the official dais, both 
with boldly lettered showcards, and in retail stores. 
A T.V. screening depicted the gift of fruit being handed 
to Dr. Moore and there was limited press comment. 

It was suggested that on the return ·of Mr. Percy 
Ceruty fl'om the Rome Olympic Games he be 
approach-ed to ascertain if he would endorse Dried 
Fruits as an essential part of an athlete's diet. The 
Public Relations Officer was given a very cordial 
reception and :full co-operation has been promised. Mr. 
Ceruty is prepar-ed to let his name be used in any 
recommendation issued and call see no reason why the 
public should not be informed that Herb. Elliott was 
trained on the Ceruty diet. 

New Uses and Promotions. /Throughout the year the 
task of finding new uses has been maintained. The 
collection ·and testing of many hundreds of recipes has 
~ontinued. and th-ese have been publicised through the 
issu-e of Recipe Service Sheets. Many' are now being 
collated for inclusion in a new recipe book for issue 
next year. 

An experiment in consumption through school can~ 
teens is being currently conducted to see at what -price 
level childTen will prefer to ~elect Dried Vine Fruits 
in preference to sweets, fresh fruit and raw carrot. 
Fruit has been provided for this purpose. The resUlts 
will nrove interesting and, perhaps, act as a guide to 
the Board. 

There seems little likelihood of promotjng Raisins 
in cereals. Manufacturers, in earlier approaches, have 
not been receptive, and now latest rePort,_<:; from the 
U.S.A. indicate that the nobmtial h'lS never been 
reached due to the Raisins drying out in the packet. 

A suggestion that small envelones of foreign stamps 
he placed in cartons received the Board's attention. 
~he following n;tain factors decided against . its adop
tion!- , 

1. It would be almost impossible to insert tlie enve
lopes with high speed mechanical packing. 

·2. The cost (envelopes, st:;.mvs and national adver
tising) would be very high. 

3. A sma1l survey amongst school children has shown 
that other interests are more popular. 

Co~operati:ve Advertising. A survey was made of _the 
advantages and cost and there is an indication that it 

-should be sunported next year. If undertaken, A.D.F.A. 
publicity will pay the n-ecessary adverHsinJ! cost when~ 
ever a Distributor arranges for a promotion. If this 
form of assistance is generally · applied throughout 
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Australia the cost can be appreciable. Nevertheless, 
if it will sell fruit it must be tried. 

Staff. From 9th-11th February a conference of all 
field staff and He::id Office publicity personnel was held 
at Berri which gave the Publicity Representatives, 
particularly,. the first-hand opportunity of seeing pro
cessing and packing. This benefit cannot be too strongl:y 
emphasised, for not only did the personnel acquire a 
more detailed knowledge of production and its prob
lems, but gave Representatives a greater confidence 
when making trade contacts and an added interest in 
their work A similar conference is planned for early 
1961. 

The campaign has suffered to some extent from 
staff changes during the year. Both Queensland Repre
sentatives left the Association's service which neces~ 
sitated replacements who had to be thoroughly trained. 
This was done by temporarily transferring one Repre
sentative to Brisbane from Sydney and he is to be 
congratulated on his thorough and careful training. 
Two Representatives also left the Victorian field team. 
It was decided to fill the first vacancy by the appoint~ 
ment of an additional Public Relations .Officer and it 
was preferred to await Federal Council's decision as 
to next year's campaign before making an appointment 
to the second vacancy. To maintain a fair level of 
visits in Victoria an N.S.W. Representative has .been 
temporarily transferred to Victoria. 

Mrs. E. 0. Mitchell, a qualified journalist and highly 
experienced in interview work, was appointed to the 
secolld position of Public Relations Officer, but Mrs. 
E. J. Dawson, due to a Head Office vacancy last July, 
had to be transferred to Head Office as Assistant Secre
tary. Mrs. Dawson is to be commended for her excel
lent and untiring work in laying down the foundations 
of uublic relations contact, establishing a high stan
dard of goodwill which will pTove of great value to 
her successor and in assuming publicity administration 
in Head Office. 

M1·. H. W. GTaham has~ managed to combine his 
duties as Field SupeTvisor with his work of Apricot 
and .Peach promotion. 

The standard of work displayed by all publicity 
personnel is ·to be commended. Interest has been main
tained throughout the year and a very commendable 
devotion to duty, often with inconvenience to peTsonal 
mutteTs, has been noticed and appTeciated. It has 
been unfortunate that a well-trained team has suffered 
throu_gh Tesignations, but it will only be a matter of 
time before all States aTe again being suitably covered. 

At pTesent, J)ersonnel directly associated with pub
licity is as follows:-

Field: On~ Field SupeTvisor (also carrying out Apricot 
and Peach promotion), one Rep1'esentative each in 
VictoTia and South Australia; two each in New 
South Wales and Queensland; one Public Rela
tions Officer. Total eight membeTs. 

Head Office: Assistant SecTetaTy administering pub
licity, one Publicity Assistant, one typiSte, one 
each filing and addressograph clerk, one each display 
officer, storeman and wrapper. Total eight mem~ 
bers. 

Storage Facilities. During the year storage facilities 
weTe provided by PrunegroweTs' Co-opeTative Ltd. at 
Craw's' Nest, Sydney. Due to. parking problems tele
phone facilities had to be transferred from the offices 
of the N.S.W. Dried Fruits BoaTd, Pitt Street, to 
Craw's Nest. The assistance given by the State Board 
is gratefully acknowledged and the facilities now pTo~ 
vided at P.G.U. are appreciated. 

The appointment of two new Queensland RepTesenta
tives necessitated the provision of centralised storage 
space and tele-phone service in Brisbane and thanks are 
extended to Holsum Products Pty. Ltd., Rocklea, for 
geneTously pToviding excellent facilities. South Aus
tralia is now th-e only State' without central storage and 
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service, but the Representative, Mr. F. Keogh, is able 
to provide facilities at his home, This is appreciated. 

General. At the request of the Canned Fruits Board, 
the Sales Promotion Officer was given a general outline 
of Dried FTuits publicity as a means of assistirig him. 

2. Apricots and Peaches. 
The main form of publicity has been direct consumer 

promotion through store demonstTations. These have 
been ably organised and conducted by Mr. H. W. Graham 
and the limited success achieved for Peaches for the 
expenditure involved in no way reflects on the calibre of 
this Representative or his intelligent and devoted 
approach to what is really a problem. 

Generally, there is a lack of retailer and consumer 
interest in Peaches. The retailer finds them hard to sell 
and has often,. in the past, been caught with apprecial;>l-e 
unsold stocks which he has had to dump. This ·is no 
inducement to Te-order. The consumer, in general terms, 
:find_s the Preparation of Peaches tedious and with the 
canned article available at attractive prices prefers to 
quickly open a can and serve direct; Additionally, she 
and her family are used to canned Peaches. They know 
almost nothing of the dTied product. 

Until a "ready-to-servi~' package with the Peaches 
peeled can be developed it cannot be seen that publicity 
will really stimulate sales. What has been done so far 
has been due to the intensive peTsonal selling efforts of 
Mr. GTaham and his demonstrators, and while theTe may 
be some lasting benefit from these they are not suffi
ciently widespread to overcome the Teluctance of the 
consumer to accept Dried Peaches in preference to the 
canned aTticle or fTesh and other Dried FTuits. 

It would not be advisable to abandon publicity alto
gether and, peThaps, in the light of the excellent ground
work already canied out a campaign on similar lin-es 
should be continued for another year. If there is no 
appaTent' increase in sales consideTation should then 
be given to limiting propaganda to-

1. Small adveTtisements in .women's magazines with 
a coupon for the recipe book, 

2. Despatch of the recipe books from Hea4 Office. 
3. Supply to those retailers who stock Peaches, of 

leaflets and display material by Representatives in 
the course of their normal visits, but not through 
the mail. 

4. Taking ordeTs from retailers who want to stock. 
5. Royal Shows (with demonstrations). 
6. Insertion of point-of-sale leaflets by Packers in 

cases and cartons. 
ApTicots are somewhat diffeTent. There is a regular 

demand and, provided production is not too high in a 
season, disposal is not a major problem. Publicity could, 
even now, be confined to the issue of th-e recipe book 
(which is a combination of Apricots and Peaches) and 
point-of-sale le'aflets. 

Store Demonstrations. Demonstrations were started in 
December and up to the end of September the following 
analysis shows the number canied out and the sales 
results obtained:-

Vic. N.S.W. Q. S.A. Total City Country 
Number of 

Demonstrations 4 22* 4 2 32 27 5 
Apricots Peaches Total 

Sales-in units . . 5,885 8,932 14,817 
~in Jbs. 3,293o 4,557 7,850! 

*Includes one demonstration at Canberra, A.C.T. 
A single demonstration extended· over a number of 

days so that the small number quoted is no indication 
of the volume of_ shoppers interviewed. A more accurate 
measure is the number of unit sales. 

Retail stores were carefully selected in each centre 
visited so that the greatest volume of customers could 
be contacted. Retailers welcomed the demonstTations 
and there is no instance recorded that a repeat visit 
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wvuld be l'efused. Some demonstrations were emb'ar~ 
rassed by the poor supply of Peaches and, in some 
instances, valuable time was lost when Mr. Graham had 
to personally visit Distributors and bring in supplies 
himself. 

In all instances selling was conducted at HSpecial" 
prices, 

Full support was givell by the Sunbeam Corporation 
who, in all States, loaned electric fry pans free of charg·e. 
The pans permit a counter demonstration of cooking, 
p-eeling and tasting which is designed to emphasise the 
ease of preparation. The Sunbeam Corporation also 
featured Apricots and Peaches in many of their own 
demonstrations, and their co-operation has no.t only been 
suitably acknowledged but will continue if desired. 
Similarly, Tongala Cream Co. has been generous with 
supplies of tinned cream for tasting. 

Suitable acknowledgment cards of the assistance given 
were displayed at all demonstrations. 

Direct Sales by Representatives. As part of their 
normal visits Representatives have endeavoured to sell 
Apricots and Peaches, particularly the latter. Their 
efforts deserved a greater reward and they are to be 
commended for the results shown even though they are 
not inspiring. As an indication of how difficult they have 
found their t&sk the following analysis shows:-

' ' Vic. N.S.W. Qld. S.A. Total 
Number of retailers 

stocking Peaches 453 
Number of 1retailers 

not interested 1,282 
Sales actually made 35 

Number of visits 
made (September-

583 

2,644 
188 

1,069 

1,181 
253 

325 

957. 
94 

2,430 

6,064 
570 

September) 1,770 3,415 2,503 1,876 9,064 

Recipes. The main theme has been to tell consumers 
how Apricots and Peaches should be prepared and the 
number of ways they can be' used. Point-of-sale leaflets 
have been issued both- by mail, . by Representatives and 
at demonstrations, and during the year an attractive 
recipe book ~<J;rousewives' Delight" was publishe_d. There 
has been a goOd demand for it. 

In addition, a special Peach leaflet was designed for, 
and issued to, Packers for insertion in cartons and cases. 
This ensured that both in Australia and overseas leaflets 
were available with the fruit. This medium should be 
continued. 

Royal Shows. Strong promotion, including demonstra
tions, was carried out and the success of the efforts may 

be gauged from the saleS made (see Vine :Fruits section 
of this report). Housewives showed a genuine interest in 
the fruit and as they made purchases it is apparent 
that their interest was awakened, but whether it will be . 
maintained is, of course, difficult to say. However, 
publicity at Shows should not be abandoned. The oppor
tunities of conveying a message are, by and large, too 
good to ignore. 

Advertising. Limited press advertising has been con
ducted specifically to publicise demonstrations and, there
fore, has been of a local nature. Co-operative adver
tising has been one means of gaining the support and 
co-operation of retailers in whose stores demonstrations 
have been held. 

Public Rel~tions. The Public Relations Officer have 
taken every opportunity of highlighting both Apricots and 
Peaches. S'uitable mention, with coloured slides, has been 
made at all lectures, literature has been issued, reference 
has been made at radio interviews and T.V. sessions, and 
press comment has, from time to time, been given. 
Apart from demonstrations public relations has been 
the strongest and most sustained form of publicity, 

General. Fo11owing this report Mr. Graham is to give 
a paper explaining in more detail what has been done in 
promotion efforts _during_ the year. 

Unite_d Kingdom. During the year it was proposed 
to the Director of Trade Publicity, Department of Trade, 
that United Kingdom Dried Fruits publicity should 
include Apricots and Peaches, and although sympathetic
ally considered by the Overseas 'Trade Publicity Com
mittee the request was finally refused. It was recom
mended that the proposal be referred to the Export 
Control Board, but this could not be adopted as the 
Control Board is concerned only with Dried Vine Fruits 
publicity. 

Should it be Considered advisable by Federal Council 
to spend A.D.F.A. funds .on United Kingdom publicity 
it would be most necessary that more be known of the 
trade and consumers' preferences before expenditure 
is incurred. 

3. Prunes. 
Consideration was given to the advisability of a 

campaign to be conducted jointly with non-Association 
suppliers, but the opinion was reached tjhat until 
Packers had developed an acceptable mould-free film 
packet, attractively presented, expenditure would not 
be warranted. When conditions show that a publicity 
campaign has a good chance of success it will again 
be considered. In the meantime, much good can be 
done by perfecting a packet which will appeal to the 
consumer. 

Nyah Fruitgrowers' Co-Operative Co .. Ltd .. 
NYAHWEST 

NOMINAL CAPITAL, £35,000 PAID UP FUNDS, £29,348 

DRIED FRUITS and CITRUS PACKERS 
~(MURREE BRAND" 

SUPPLIERS OF ALL GROWERS' REQUISITES 
Agents for: 

Victoria Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Neptune Oil Co. Pty. Ltd. 
Australian Mutual Provident Society 
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Wholesale Distributor: 

Cowley Automatic Level 
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VINE AND TREE FRUITS PROMOTION ACTIVITIES 

Submitted by Mr. H. W. Graham 
(Field Supervisor and Officer-in-charge o.f Apricot/Peach Promotion). 

To provide Federal Council delegates with more 
detailed information on general field representation and 
on promotional work to popularise the use of Apricots 
and Peaches I have been requested by the Board of 
Management to submit this paper. 

PUblicity Representatives and their Work. During 
1960 Representatives in all S'tates have continued the 
work of publicising the pl'Oducts associated with the 
Jndustry. It has been possible to concentrate more on 
the selling aspects and less on Industry background. 

A more positive approach to_ sales has encouraged' the 
grocer to give our products greater prominence than 
has been the case in earlier years. For example, all 
retailers have been urged to use our new cardboard 
display bins and the result has been that during 1960 
a total of 1142 units (C.F.U.'s) have been installed. 
In addition, we are ·still maintaining the full use of our 
earlier pre-fabricated three-ply units which have been 
loaned to selected retailers. 

During all interviews retailers are advised of the 
profit potential of Dried Fruits and associated com
modities. It is the duty of all Representatives to put 
forward a good case in favour of Dried Fruits. 

The activities of RepresentatiVes are subject to 
regular supervision. As Field Supervisor it is my d-uty 
to periodically go into the field with each Representative 
and watch his form of approach. Sales promotion can 
never remain static and so, as developments in the 
trade take place, our techniques must necessarily alter. 

Coverage. 'All retailers in capital cities have been 
visited at least twice, either in the form of a sales 
pl'omotional visit, or a goodwill visit which is under
taken just before Easter and Christmas. 

Country centres have not been neglected, and allow
ing for the larger number of retailers in capital cities 
extensive itineraries have been· effected. 

During Februal'y 1960 a Publicity Representatives' 
Conference was held at Berri. The Conference was 
both instructive and educational and permitted Repre
sentatives to express views which Would be difficult to 
put on paper or were based on discussions as they 
developed at the Conference. 

Retailers. The necessity for maintaining direct per
sonal contact with retailers is important, and in this 
field we are not alone, as almost every supplier of. any 
size has a merchandising team of representatives who 
are doing very much the sam~ type of work as ourselves. 
Therefore, it can be seen we are, at present, following 
an orthodox merchandising procedul'e, with the excep
tion that most firms are supporting their field teams 
with an advertising campaign through 'the press, radio 
and T.V. 

Pastrycooks. Dur'ing 1960 Representatives have been 
calling on pastrycooks, mainly on a goodwill basis. Com
menting on these visits I feel that Representatives, at 
the present time, are not equipped to do the job 
thoroughly as pastrycooks expect commercial repre
sentatives of', suppliers to answer technical problems. 

Our main pastrycook campaign this year has been 
organised, in co-operation with, Edible Oil Industries 
Pty. Ltd., by the promotion of British Award Fruit 
Cake on the A'ustralian lliarket. No one can deny the 
success enjoyed by the pastrycook trade through this 
promotion, and after the commencement in June, when 
sales rose rapidly, -.demand is still buoyant. ' 

Goodwill. As ·oUr visits to retailers are organised to 
create additional business for them I am quite certain 
they must look forward to our next visit with pleasure. 
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Value of Personal Calls. Personal calls on retailers 
have· a greater impact than the written message, for 
every grocer needs different treatment. Visits to half
a-dozen successive stores could well mean as many 
variations in approach. 

Effectiveness o·f Calls. The reports received from 
managers of self-service shops indicate that through 
the use of our various display units an encouraging 
turnover in fruit has resulted. The popularity of our 
material is confirmed in that, at the presen.t time, each 
Representative is }lolding approximately' 40 orders for 
the installation of display units commencing 1st' 
November. 

I would, however, like to refer to the growing attitude 
of many -self-service chains to refuse the acceptance 
of display material and the consequent advisability of 
considering co-operative advertising. 

(a) New South Wales. This State imposes the 

(b) 

(c) 

severest restrictions. 
The general policy of chains in the Sydney 

metropolitan area has been a gradual banning 
of all advertising material, except when backed 
by a heavy press, radio and T.V. advertising 
campaign. Consequently, the field is left almost 
entirely to firms like Nestles and Kelloggs. 

However, it is in our favour that most of these 
chain stores also control a number of ·service 
stores where there are no restrictions so that 
we are not altogether precluded from distributing 
display material. Again the situation in Sydney 
is n'ot as difficult as may be at first imagined, 
because the large number of health food shops 
in the suburbs all d.o a flourishing trade in Dried 
Fruit commodities, These" health food shops place 
few restrictions on the use of display material. 

These health food "shops do, unquestionably, 
contl'ol a high percentage of Dried Fruits sales 
throughout the metropolitan area, and through 
their promotional displays of Apricots and 
Peaches the resultant sales would exceed by far 
those ·through any other outlet. 
Other States. I can foresee a similar resistance 
to disPlay material developing in Victoria, but in 
Queensland and South Australia material at the 
moment is easily distributed and installed. 

Co-operative Advertising. In view of what I have 
stated it may be advisable to adopt a supporting 
co-operative advertising policy which could work 
in. closely with· our present promotional campaign 
as a definite merchandising lead. 

To encourage additional sales through co-opera
tive advertising it is the general stOre procedure 
to display all advertised lines in featured basket'S 
and bins which allow for greater representation 
on behalf of the product concerned. Furthermore, 
as a rule, the "specials'' are always further pro
moted by window advertising wh1ch is, perhaps, 
the best means of sales promotion. 

A recent survey in 'Queensland showed Friday 
trading usually accounted for 30 o/o of the week's 
turnover, while Saturday morning added another 
'28 o/o. It can be readily appreciated that any 
week-end co-operative advertising would coincide 
with a heavy buying period. 

We may find some difficulty in promoting 
Peaches on a co-operative advertising basis, except 
in Queensland where they are- accepted with 
greater enthusiasm than in other States. When 
the British Award FTuit Cake promotion ceases 
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a co-operative advertising campaign with pastrY
cooks could be considered. 

In summing up, I do not believe a co-operative 
advertising scheme to be a complete means of 
advertising in itself, or that it possesses all the 
answers to our publicity problems, but I do sug
gest that it could be a favourable way of promot
ing sales in a field as yet untouched by The 
A.D.F.A. Retailer liaison through our Repre
sentatives would need to continue, for one of 
the disadvantages ·associated with co-oper~:J,tive 
advertising, if exclusively used for advertising 
Dried Fruits, would be the loss of contact with 
country stOres and the independent who is not 
associated with any marketing organisation. 

Retailer Stocks. The lai'ge self-service ·grocers hold as 
many as eight different brands, While the small indepen
dent carries a lesser number for consumer selection. 
Analysed into vari-eties there would, usually, be no more 
than two brands of each Currants, Sultanas and S'eeded 
Raisins as against many different brands of Mixed Fruits. 
This is the result of advertising by firms commending 
the quality and use of their own brands with the result 
that, in respect to Mixed Fruits, customers are more 
selective. 

Vine Fruits Display Material. A comprehensive range 
of high-class material, prepared by Head Office, was 
distributed to retailel'S throughout 1960, with the result 
that all Representatives were equipped with material 
sufficiently varied to satisfy all · requirements and to 
meet selective sales approaches conducted by various 
types of stores. 

Distribution is made judiciously. It is as unwise to 
issue too much as too little, for an over-supply involves 
wastage, 

All material has been especially designed to create 
customer interest in our product and, in order to achieve 
this result, ·a high quality article has always been pro
duced; so much so that our complete range would compare 
favourably with the best on offer by any of the big 
Suppliers, who allocate very large su:ms of money annually 
for natiOnal advertising. 

I am definite when I say that the installation and 
positioning· of our material is essential if we are to 
influence buying habits. 

Recipe Books. Complim'entary copies are given to all 
retailers during visits as a means of educating both the 
cuStomer and the grocer into their value. 

Apricot/Peach Display Material. During the past year 
a range of display material of equal quality to that of 
Vine Fruits has been produced and this also has been 
distributed by all Representatives, 

Apricot/Peach Demonst;rations. Throughout 1960 it 
has been the policy to stage as many demonstrations as 
possible in New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland and 
South Australia. These demonstrations have, primarily, 
had to be conducted in the eapital cities because of the 
heavier popUlation. The overall results have been 
encouraging. 

Similar results have been noticed through promotions 
at all Agricultural Shows, and I am sure that demonstra
tions, on results to date, are our best advertising medium. 

In July we demonstrated at the International Food 
Fair held in Melbourne and again there is no doubt 
that we attracted far mm'e attention tlJ,an any othe-r 
exhibitor. 

Overall, the results of our demonstrations in shops 
would compare more than favourably with any similar 
promotion staged by other food producers. This is 
most satisfactory, for we are not favoured by a special 
season of the year when products, such as soups for 
winter and cordials for summer, can be promoted. Rather 
have we been forced to rely on an all-the-year round 
appeal. 

Willing co-operation by the trade speaks well for the 
value of our demonstrations as viewed from their own 
advantage. 
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I may add that at all. demonstrations a complete ex
planation is given of how to prepare from the packet 
until the fruit is ready to serve, so that the public is
being fully. educated into the correct and easiest method 
of cooking and serving an attractive article. 

Vine Fruit Demonstrations. I have been asked to 
comment on a suggestion that we use demonstrations to 
promote Dried Vine Fruits, but I do not advocate them 
for the following reasons:-

1. Unless the deinonstrations are limited to qUick
serve recipes (which limits the range considerably) 
it would require too much heavy equipment in the 
form of stoves, m,ixmasters, etc. 

2. The baking of even a simple cake would ·occupy 
too much time so that little opportunity would 
be available to speak about the value of Dried 
Vine Fruits. 

3. The best recipes we have to offer are those which 
take some time to prepare and cook. 

All these factors combine. to make· -Vine Fruits, 
although not an impossible subject for demonstrations, 
a rather difficult proposition, and it would be a better 
publicity effort for us to associate ourselves with reput
able Org'anisations who have complete auditorium facili
ties for sue~ demonstrations by donating fruit •. 

With reluctance I find it necessary to conclude this 
paper by making two criticisms:- · 

1. Slow delivery of Apricots and Peaches. 
2. PoOr quality of fruit in cello. packets. 

I need not emphasise that poor delivery and poor 
quality, or quality not according to .label, virtually 
nullifies so.me of the promotional efforts which have 
been carried out at considerable expense. 

·------------------------------~------

"U se ... 

Australian 
For 

Insurance 
Australian Products" 

Queensland 
Insurance Co.. Ltd. 

(Inc. in N.S.W.) 

84-88 WILLIAM STREET, 
MELBOURNE 

The largest Australian Company 
transacting Fire, Accident and Marine 
Insurance. 

Branches in all States and main 
country areas. 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS APPROACHES 
Submitted by Mrs. E. J. Dawson' 

{Assistant Secretary and previously Public Relations Officer). 

On the experience which I have gained in this field 
of propaganda I have been requested to comment 

(a) On the results achieved. 
(b) By way of suggestions liow J~Ublic relations 

approaches could be ir~proved stlll further. 
(c) By giving indications of the avenues open to an 

e_ffective public relations campaign. 
In assessing the results to date it -must be born~ in 

mind that public relations is a very abstract medmm 
which cannot show immediate tangible results. However, 
some impact has definitely been mad~ which g~ves the 
good impression that the Industry 1s conductmg far 
more press and radio. publicity than is actually so. To 
qualify this statement I submit the following:-

(a) 

(b) 

1.' Results achieved. 

Radio. To date personal visits have been. made to 
49 radio stations in four States which have 
resulted in 28 recorded (or live) interviews being 
conducted on various as'pects of' the Industry. All 
interviews were of 5-20 minutes duration and 
completely free of charge to the Association. 
Assessed on current radio advertising rates this. 
represents approximately £2000 worth O'f free 
publicity. 

In addition to the actual interviews, many radio 
stations are now distributing point-of-sale recipe 
leaflets and cookery books, either through audi
torium shows or from their reception desks. 

Some very beneficial arrangements have been 
made with the Macquarie Broadcasting network 
whereby parcels of assorted Dried Fruits are 
included 3.s prizes in the two National "Bobby 
Limb" Shows which are broadcasted over 72 
stations. 

As the current rates for advertising on these 
shows are assessed at the rate of £3 per minute 
per station covered by the network it will be 
appreciated that we are receiving an excellent 
publicity return for an outlay of a mere £130 
annually-to. cover the cost of the parcels, To 
have to pay for these announcements would cost 
in the vicinity of £200 every time Dried Fruits 
were mentioned which amounts to a total of 
£12,000 per year. 

As an indicatiOn of what public relations can 
do at very !'ow cost, I cite the special recipe 
contest conducted over an Adelaide radio station 
which was one of the most sUccessful ever staged 
by the station. The only cost was the presenta
tion of a standard gift pack of Dried Fruits 'which 
amounted to 15/6d. As over 30 minutes was 
devOted to the contest on various days this 
would have amounted to £180 if the time had 
to be bought. 

I very much doubt if straight-out radio adver
tisements would have the same listener appeal 
as public relation interviews for, with the latter, 
there· is the element of human interest in the 
Industry and in the person being intervieWed. 
Television. Although only a limited number of 
contact visits have bee·n made to T.V. channels 
some excellent support has been received. Tele
casts have been made in four eastern States and 
have resulted in approximately 65 minutes of 
viewing time. It is an achievement for the 
Industry to be represented on T.V. when it is 
con

1
sidered that the current T.V. advertising rates 
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(c) 

(d) 

are so high, Mternoon advertising rates can be 
assessed at £60 per minute and evening rates 
at £170 per minute. The cost, if paid for, of 
a recent five-minute interview, on the Industry 
would have amounted to .£850, Calculated on 
the rates already mentioned it ·is estimated that 
the Industry has obtained in the vicinity of £4000 
worth of free publicity. 

While there is currentlY no sponsorship on a 
co-operative basis, supplies of Dried Fruits, cook
ery books a:rid recipe leaflets have been made 
available to T.V. cookery demonstrators with a 
view to. encouraging them to feature the Indus
try's products- more prominently, and more fre
quently, in their programme segments. So far 
the support and co-operation of these ladies has 
been gratifying, 

To emphasise the value of radio and T.V. pub
licity which has ,been obtained at no cost to the 
Industry I submit the following summary:-

Radio . . . . . . . . £14,200 
T.V. . . £4,000 

These would be miriima. 

Preu Coverage. Contact visits have been made 
to all leadin'g city newspapers in Sydney, Mel
bourne, Adelaide and Brisbane, as well as in 
country centres visited. Our public relations 
approaches· have commanded a reasonable amount 
of editorial space. This leads consumers to believe 
that the Industry is conducting a press advertis
ing campaign which, of course, is to the contrary. 

Country newspapers have also reacted favour
ably, and numerous articles have appeared con
cerning the Industry and the activities of the 
Public RelatiOns Officer. This support is most 
valuable as it links up with radio interviews, and 
the lecture service to give an overall impression 
that a campaign of some magnitude is in opera
tion, 

Succ~ssful approaches have been made to cook
ery editresses of newspapers and women's maga
zines with the result that Dried Fruit recipes 
have been given additional prominence. 

Whenever full scale lectur~ itineraries have 
been planned to country centres, newspapers have 
given assurances of all possible editorial support. 

Educational Approaches, This aspect possibly 
represents one of the best, and most receptive, 
avenues for public relations contact work. With 
the ever-increasing interest in the Dried Fruits 
Industry as a topic for social studies any appro
priate literature is eagerly sought. 

With the advent o;f contact visits to schools, it 
is a known fact that many teachers have been 
encouraged to select the Industry for project 
pm;,Poses purely because they have been awakened 
to 1ts potential and also because the necessary 
material is readily, and conveniently, provided. 

Where time has permitted, and it has been 
convenient to the school, illustrated lectures have 
been given in order that students have the 
widest possible knowledge of the Industry. As 
well as -lecturing on the establishment of the 
Industry, its irrigation, planting, growing, har
vesting and processing,- reference is also made 
to the health-giving properties of all varieties Qf 
Dried Fruits and howl they are best suited to 
the requirements of children. 
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Where schools conduct their own canteen or 
tuck shop every effort has been inade to encourage 
the Principal to consider stocking Dried Fruits in 
preference to sweets and candies. When such 
suggestions are made it is always pointed out that 
Dried Fruits are non-injurious to the .. teeth and 
children should be encouraged to eat them in 
place of sweets. 

While considerable benefit has been obtained 
from visits to schools this could have be;en even 
greater if more time had been available to devote 
to this aspect of our campaign .. 

(e) LectUres to Women•s Organisations. Illustrated 
lectures have been delivered to a wide variety of 
organisations in three States and a keen interest 
has always been displayed. Special hints on 
cooking with Drie.d Fruits are conveyed by means 
of coloured .slides. In addition, selected ·Dried 
Fruits dishes· are also illustrated to encourage the 
audience not only to accept the recipes, but to 
feel tempted enough by their appe.arance to 
actually wish to make them. 

After each lecture or contact visit to a women's 
organisation the name and address is added to 
the mailing list for the automatic despatch of 
future issues of recipe leaflets. In this way direct 
contact with the consumer is still maintained long 
after the actual visit. 

(f) Medical. While the visits made- in this field have 
been limited, some useful information has been 
obtained which can well be utilised in future 
approaches. Visits to hospitals indicate that dis
tressingly ·small quantities of Dried Fruits are 
used in catering· for patients and staff, but there 
is some potential for increasing usage bY means 
of the regular provision of recipes suitable for 
catering in such establishments. 

(g) Participation at Show Exhibits. For the past two 
years a Public Relations Officer has been in 
attendance at all Royal Show exhibits for the 
purpose· of contacting housewives and answering 
cooking enquiries as well as maintaining contact 
with teachers and students. 

(a) 

Attendance at Shows is a vital link ,with visits 
and lectures in that contacts already made can 
be revived and, if necessary, further appoint
ments made. 

2. Sales Promotion. 

The prime objoct behind approaches through 
public relations is, of course, to increase the con-. 
sumption of Dried Fruits and to do this success
fully it must support ·the sales promotion and 
merchandising approaches of Field Representa
tives. While this support is not tangible it must 
have some effect, for if a demand for Dried 
Fruits is created through lectures, recipe leaflets 
and radio interviews the housewife has to visit a 
retail grocery shop to purchase her requirements. 
Should she not go to. the store with the specific 
idea of purchasing Dried Fruits then 'the sales 
promotion material installed by the Representa
tives could act as a reminder that she requires 
Dried Fruits to make a particular recipe. 

3. ProspeCtive Avenues of Approach. 

Radio. Despite the coming of T.V., radio still 
attracts many thousands of listeners, particularly 
to day-time programmes, and a most effective 
public relations campaign could be conducted 
on a weekly or monthly_ basis over a selected 
radio station or stations. This would necessitate 
buying time, but five minutes for each programme 
woUld be sufficient for the Public Relations 
Officer to conduct a satisfactory session and, 
perhaps, feature a recipe of the week, or month, 
as the case may be. 
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(b) Television. There are· unlimited opportunities for 
advertising and sales promotion as it is, without 
doubt, the most effective medium, even though 
it is so costly. However, opportunities do exist 
whereby co-operation with Other sponsors or 
presentation of special parcels of Dried Fruits 
as "give-away" prizes could ensure Industry. 
representation. 

(c) Women's Journals. Small insertions in journals, 
particularly those published by the Country 
Women's Association, Housewives' Associations 
and similar organisations, announcing the availa
bility of the Public Relations Officer's services 
for lectures on the Industry could be advantageous. 

4. Expansion of Public Relations Activities. 

The . past year has proved that many valuable 
opportunities for promoting Dried Fruits have 
been missed, or _have had to be by-passed, due to 
the lack of sufficient personnel. It would be a 
physical impossibility for one officer to continue 
to make any effective impact. 

Additionally, there are the invitations received 
for the Public Relations Officer to give lectures 
which have had to be declined purely because 
she was already engaged elsewhere. It cannot 
be expected that any one officer can conduct what 
is basically a personalised campaign over an area 
embracing four States. 

If public relations. is. to continue and become 
an accepted part of the Industry's publicity it 
has to expand, and expansion can only be 
achieved by the appointment of additional officers 
who must be thoroughly trained in all phases of 
the Industry. Without any hesitation I venture 
to say there would be sufficient work to justify the 
appointment of a Public Relations Officer ,in each 
of the eastern States. 

It will be appreciated, of course, that additions 
to the field public relations staff will also neces
sitate an increase in Head Office administration 
staff to· watch the many requirements arising out 
of successful field work. 

5. Conclusion. 

In considering the results of public relations 
it. must be realised that this medium can only be 
successful if allied to a general promotional 
campaign. Basically, public relations is person
alised contact work and half of its success depends 
on the personality and approach of the officer and 
the selection of suitable contacts. 

fflllllllllfllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

GROWERS 
Have you any suggestions. which you feel will promote 

,the increased sale of Dried Fruits? 

If so, submit your· ideas in writing to the General 
Secretary, for consideration by a special sub-committee 
of the Board of Management. 

In making suggestions practicability, cost and trends 
in the grocery trade should be borne in mind. 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllifliffllllllfffflll 
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!lfto.ductio.n and Ma'ifutting 

THE ORGANISATION OF LABOUR IN 
DRIED VINE FRUIT PRODUCTION 

By A. H. Rowe 
(Re-printed, with full acknowledgment to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, from 

Agricultural Economics"-April, 1960, Vol. XIII, ~o. 2.) 
"Quarterly Review of 

The Cost of farm labour is one of the largest single 
items in the total expenses of primary production. This 
feature is especially significant in the culture and drying 
of Sultanas, Cm·rants and Raisins for the DTied FTuit 
trade. Evidence from two recent surveyS of a sample 
of specialist producers in the Sun·raysia district of Vic
toria and New South Wales set out in Table No. 1 shows 
that· on average over the 1945 and 1955 seasons, and 
also in 1959, labour charges accounted for as much as 
54% o:f total producton expenses. Efficient use of the 
labour supply available is therefore· an important aspect 
of farm management which will affect the economic re
turn to producers in this valuable export industry. 

Eighteen of the growers who originally. supplied in
formation about their farm businesses to the 1954-55 
Economic Survey of the Dried Vine Fruit Industry are 
continuing to. keep detailed records for a continuous farm 
study by the •Commonwealth Bureau of Agric-ultural 
Economics.1 This study which ·commence-d in July, 1958, 
is designed t-o provide a continuous flow of information 
over a number ·of years-about trends in production and 
levels of in-come and expenditure experienced on indivi
dual holdings. It is expected that the information obtained 
will assist industry organisations and government depart
ntents in_ finding solutions to proguction, marketing and 
management problems. 

for further detailed study. This article therefore pre .. 
sents some preUminary information arising from the 
analysis of the labour diaries. 

The Method of Enquiry 
The labour diary record was designed to enable the 

grower to answer four questions about each day's work. 
These were as follows: 

(a). What job was done? 
(b) Where was the job done? That is, which type of 

vine received attention? 
(c) How long did the job take? And, 
(d) Who did the job? 
A sheet was entered fo·r each regular and family 

worker whilst a separate note was kept of the numbers 
of casual workers and the- work performed by them,2 
Each diary was commenced on 1 July 1958 and eoinpleted 
on 30 June 1959 thus covering all activities connected 
with the 1959 growing season.3 The work performed was 
divided between "crop work" and "other work". Each of 
these classifications was further subdivided into major 
types of operation, e.g., -crop work-pruning, fertilizing, 
irrigati_on, etc., and other work-capital development, 
basic maintenairce, etc. 

TABLE No. 1. 
Labour Expenses in the Production of Dried Vine Fruit 

Items 
Cost of production survey Continuous study 

1954 and 1955(a) 1959(b) 

Per farm % Per farm % £ £ 
Labour paid .. . . . . 748l 29.69]53 6 721) 25.681-45 
Labour unpaid( c) .. 601 f 1,349 23.88 f . 809 f 1,530 28.79f 0 . 

Power and equipment (d) .. 571 22.7 667 23.7 
Materials .. 287 11.4 268 9.6 
Miscellaneous . . .. . . 311 12.3 344 12.2 

Total expenses .. 2,518 100.0 2,809 100.0 

No. of blocks . . . . . . . . 50 18 

Average size . . . . .. . 

22.5 a·cres 23.8 acres . . 

(a) Average -of two years 1953-54 and. 1954-55. (b) 1959 harvest-! July 1958 to SO June 1959. (c) Unpaid family labour is valued in 
these :6gues ·at the standard rate a_ fru:mer would have to pay a permanent block hand to carry out the manual work perfonned by himself and 
other members of the family who do not normally dr.aw cash wages. (d) Includes fuel, electricity and the depreciation, repairs and insurance 
of machinery and structures. 

In[ addition to fatln accounts, 15 of the growers also 
kept-·· detailed diaries of the daily work performed by 
themselves, their families, and by permanent and casually 
hired employees during the 1959 season. The aim of this 
particular study is to describe and compare the broad 
pattern and intensity of the use of labour on these hold .. 
ings. The derivation of "standard", or average, labour 
requirements for each of the important tasks in Dried 
Vine Fruit production will also ~ocus attention upo'n the 
most labour-consuming operations and suggest avenues 
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The holdings providing this information, whilst not 
truly representative of all specialist Dried Vine Fruit 
holdings in Simraysia, are located within the Mildura, 
Merbein, lrymple and Red Cliffs districts of Victoria 
and the Coomealla and Curlw·aa districts of New South 
Wales. Their size, crop plantings and general management 
practices may therefore be regarded as reasonably typical 
of other holdings in the area. In addition, apart from 
some crop losses through highly localized hail storms, the 
co-ope·rating growers generally agreed that the seasonal 
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weather, growth pattern and the resultant yields were 
consistent with "normal'' conditions in the industry. 

The Analysis of the Records 

These 15 holdings cultivated 350 acres of bearing vines 
which produced approximately 568 tons4_ of dried Sul
tanas, Currants and Raisins in 1959. Details are given in 
Table No. 2 of· the labour which was required to produce 
and dry this crop. The total hours worked by the different 
forms of labour eniployed aTe also shown. These figures 
are also expressed on a per farm, per acre, per ton 
dried and on a percentage basis. The Table demonstrates 
the importance in this Industry of family labour which 
provided almost 60 per cent. of the total labour requh;e
ment. Just over half of the. work was· canied out by the 
unpaid members- with the operator_ supplying the bulle of 
this effort. With very few regular workers employed, 
moSt of the balan-ce of the work requirement is supplied 
by casual wo·rkers at peak periods. 

On average, each a-cre of vines in this particUlar 
group of farms absorbed about 200 hours of work, in
cluding a share of the general work around the holding. 
With an average yield of 1.6 tons per acre for all 
varieties, each ton of Dried Fruit required 125 hours of 
work to produce if· the time spent ori the maintenance 
and improvement of equipment and structures is included. 
The data in Table No. 3 indicates that 170 hours were 
wo'rb~d per acre dire-ctly on the -crop itself. 

It is ,naturally of interest to know how this labour was 
distributed between the various types of work on the 
holdihg. A breakdown is given in Table No. 3 which shows 
the total number .of haUl'S worked on each major opera
tion by the permanent and casual labour force. Harvest
ing and rack drying absorbed just over half the time 
worked directly on the vinestl and was the major task 
for which casual labour was employed. Pruning was 
next in order of importance but only about one-third of ' 
the total hours worked were supplied ·by -casuals as 
against two-thirds worked on harvesting and drying. 
Casual hired labour was also employed in a few cases 
for some of the annual cUltivations and for dusting and 
spraying, The waterings required by the vines O<(CUpied 
9 per cent.. of the time spent in producing the crop. 
This particular task was the sole concern of the regular 
workers on the holding. 

Sixteen per -cent. of the time was spent on general 
work ar.ound the block. The bulk of these man-hours were 
spent on repairs to the trellises and drying racks and 
also on capital maintenance and improvements, in par
ticular, cleaning existing drainage schemes and laying · 
extensions. 

Standard Labour Requ'irements 

A major objective of the study was to calculate 
standards of average labour requirements for the most 
important activities essent.ial to the -culture of these 

TABLE No.2. 
The Input of Labour Hours by all Types of Labour: 1959 Season 

' 
Average Hours 

Type of Labour Total hours 
Per farm Per acre Per ton % 

Family Labour-
30,638 2,042 87 54 43.3 Unpaid-Operator " " " 

Other .. " " " 5,847 390 17 10 8.1 
Total " " " " " 36,485 2,432 104 64 51.4 

P•id " " " " " 
4,653 310 13 8 6.6 

Total family labour " " " " " 
41,138 2,742 117 72 58.0 

Hired Labour-
Regular " " " " " .. 

" 
3,302 220 9 6 4.7 

Casua·l " " " '. " " 
26,463 1,764 76 47 37.3 

Total hired labour " " " 29,765 1,984 85 . 53 42.0 

Total labour " " " " " 70,903 4,726 202 125 100.0 

TABLE No.3. 
Labour Hours by Type of Labour on Crop and Other Work: 1959 Season 

Family and 
Casual 

All labour 
regular Operations labour labour Total per farm per acre 

% . 
. ", .. • '!l._J; __ ~ -: (hours) (hours) (hours) (hours) (hours) 

Crop work-
4,058 13,879 925 39.5 19.6 Pruning .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 9,821 

CultivatiOn .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6,416 216 6,632 442 18.9 9.4 
Fertilizing .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 273 8 281 18 0.8 0.4 
Irrigation . . _. . . . . .. .. .. 6,134 - 6,134 409 17.5 8.7 
Pest and disease control . .. .. .. .. 1,372 138 1,510 101 4.3 2.1 
Harvesting and drying .. .. 10,784 20,505 31,289 .2,086 89.3 44.0 

Total Ctop work .. 34,800 24,925 59,725 3,981 170.3 84.2 

Other work-
Maintenance---Structures 4,077 533 4,610 307 13.2 6.5 

Machinery and Equipm~~t 900 65 965 64 2.7 1.4 
Capital improvements .. .. .. .. .. 1,998 893 2,891 193 8.2 4.1 
General other work . .. .. .. .. .. 2,334 37 2,371 158 6.8 3.3 
Vine planting .. .. .. 331 10 341 23 1.0 0.5 

Total other work .. .. .. .. 9,640 1,538 n;l78 745 31.9 15.8 

Total labour hours .. .. .. .. 44,440 26,463 70,903 4,726 202.2 100.0 
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crops. The first. section of Table No. 4 sets out this 
inforination for each of the main varieties. The labour 
requirement for each operation is expressed in terms of 
averag·e hours per acre, and this is shown in two different 
ways. The average "per farm" is the simple average over 
all farms of the number of hours per acre worked on 
each individual holding. The averag-e "per operation" is 
the total number of hours worked on all the farms 
divided by the total acreag·e worked .on all farms. This 
second method in effect weights the hours per acre 
absorbed by each operation on the block by the acreage 
worked.6 

It should be noted that the hours per acre in the Table 
are actual hours worked. No attempt has been made to 
convert all types of labour into "man equivalent" hours 
by the use of conversion factors based on reh;tive w~ge 
rates. This latter method assumes that wage differentials 
adequately reflect differences in rates of work and 
output. Whilst this assumption may be considered reason
able for many farm operations requiring· physical strength, 
it has less significance for horticultural work where skill 
and manual dexterity are required. Ap·art from help given 
by some farmers' wives at pruning and harvesting time, 
casual female and child labour is most often employed 
only for harvesting, 

Xs the total columns show, the production of Dried 
Vine Fruit requires roughly between 160 and 180 hours 
per acre annually. This r~q~irement does not ~ppear !o 
differ much between varieties, for although; m detail, 
Sultanas take longer to prune because their leaders re
quire rolling onto the trellis wires, this is apparently 
offset by the greater time required for harvesting and 
drying ·Currants and Raisins. A fairly wide range existed 
for pruning as some operators did all their own pruning 
whilst others employed casual pruners. Irrigation activi
ties required between 13 and 17 hom·s per acre. This 
ave"rage range was . probably affected to some extent 
by operators who had small areas of a particular variety 
and booked their time against it whereas the time, al
though in that 'area of the block, was really required to 
get the water to the main crop. 

How "reliable are these standards? As the sample of 
growers in· the districts covered is small, it was felt 
necessary to attempt some measurement of errors in
volved. Standard errors of the simple and weighted means 
were therefore -calculated and are to be seen in italics 
directly~·below each labour requirement in the Table. The 
standa1·d error is a statistical measure of the confidence 
limits within which the tTne average for all similal' 
producers in the area will be found. For example, at the 
95 pe·r cent. confidence level if it were possible to collect 
and analyse labour diaries from a further 100 similar 
samples of 15 specialist producers in Sunraysia, we 
could be confident that 95 of the sample averages would 
lie between a figure twice the standard error above ( +) 
or twice below (-) the labour requirem·ent shown in 
the Table. Thus, for pruning Sultanas the chanees are 
19 to 1 that any other average obtained will lie between 
60 hours per acre [43.4 + (2 X 3.3) hours per acre] 
and 36.8 hours [43.4 - (2X3.3) hours per acre]. 
Obviously the smaller the standard errors, the more 
confidence we can have in these labour requirements. 
This does not mean, however, that the time taken in 
pruning Sultanas on any block will never vary beyona 
this range but merely that the true average would be 
unlikely to lie outside the range quoted. 

This problem of reliability leads to a consideration >Of 
the variability in work performance between holdings. 
For·, as in other farm surveys,7 this analysis has shown 
that a wide variation exists in the amount of labour used 
per acre in the performance of these .operations between 
one block and another even where similar cultural 
methods and equipment are employed. The difference 
in labour use between farms may be measured both in 
absolute terms by the standard deviation and in .relative 
terms by the coefficient of variation. It is advisable to 
use both these statistical measures for, as will be. shown 
below, some misleading conclusions could be reached if 
the standard deviation were the only one considered. 
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These results are displayed in the second half of Table 
No.4. 

The standcvrd deviation is a measure of the average 
difference between the hours worked per acre on the 
operation on each of the farms' and the mean of the 
whole sample. The larger the standard deviation the 
g·reater is the variability between farms in their labour 
performance. It can· be. seen that this is greatest for 
harvesting and drying, foll.owed by pruning, cultiva
tion and irrigation of the vines. It is itpparently smaller 
in the application of fertilizer and the control of pests 
and disease. 

Variability between farms in regard to a specifir' 
ope"ration is also related to the average amount of time 
taken to carry it out. By expressing the standard devia
ti~n as a percentage of the sample mean, the coefficient 
of variation demoilstr:ites the relative difference in the 
time taken from farm to farm according to the size of 
the .labour requirement for each task. The Table indicates 
that the relative variation is highest for those tasks, e.g., 
fertilizer application and pest and disease control which 
are not particularly time-consuming per acre due to 
their meehanization. However, the effect of mechanical 
breakdown or other interruptions upon the time taken 
on ,different holdings will be relatively greater on these 
jobs than for pruning, or harvesting and drying, which 
absorb a much greater proportion of the labour input. 
Errors in recording these lesser tasks will also have a 
greater effect on their coefficients of variation than would 
similar errors in recording the more time-consuming 
operations. 

The Seasonal Pattern of Labour Use 

The impact of the distributi-on pattern of labour peaks 
has already been shown to have particular signifi-cance 
for Dried Vine Fruit production. The dfagram illustrates 
the monthly pattern of work per acre on each cultural 
operation. This diagTa.m is arranged so that a compari
son can . be made between the three types of vine. For 
each month and for each operation there are three 
columns whose height represents the acreage requirement 
of work for Sultanas, CurraUts and Raisins respectively. 
The white sections of the columns ht the diagram 
represent the work of casual hired employees and the 
black sections represent the work of the family and 
other regular workers. 

A general glance· at the diagram conveys an overall 
picture of the annual distribution of the work demanded 
by this form of horticulture. As it covers the period 
during which the labour diaries were started and com
pleted, it conveys the slightly misleading impression that 
the labour -peaks are experienced at opposite ends of 
the season. In fact, however, only the month of May 
separates the harvesting of one crop from the pruning 
required to produce the next season's crop. Commencing 
in June, pruning reaches the peak of its intensity in 
July, declining sharply thereafter to a minimum in 
September. Summer pruning or "topping" to cut back 
excessive growth and allow the passage of machinery 
down the rows produces a further small peak in 
November. 

C'ultivations are naturally carried out in the spring and 
summer months commencing with the ploughing in of 
green manure:\such as clover, peas and beans and con
tinuing with the use of the "silly" plough which is able to 
travel both down the rows and dose up to the vines in 
the same operation. 

As the summer temperatures rise more time is occupied 
with irrigation activities which reach their peak in 
December and January. Pest and disease controls are 
carried out during the spring and early summer per.iod. 

One feature of the diagram is that fertilizer applica
tions oc-cupied very little time. In fact, four growers did 
not apply any at .all and the rest of the sample s-pread 
only very small quantities of fertilizer concentrated into 
two distinct periods, early sp'ring and over the harvest 
months. 
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TABLE No.4. 

Average Annual Labour Requirements per Acre in the Produc!ion of Dried Vine Fruit: 1959 Season 

Average hours worked per acre(a) II Variability from farm to farm 

Operations PeT farm Per operation Standard deviation Coefficient of variation % (hours per acre) 

' Sultanas Currants I Raisins Sultanas Currants Raisins Sultanas Currants Raisins Sultanas Currants Raisil)s 
. 

Pruning( b) .. .. 43.4 31.4 33.7 41.5 32.1 34.2 11.9 10.6 14.0 27.4 33.8 41.5 
(Standard efrors) .. .. ± (3.3) ± (3.4) ± (5.7) ± (3.1) ± (3.1) ± (4.7) 

' Cultivation( c) . .. 19.9 19.2 24.7 19.3 15.0 21.3 5.4 11.3 9.4 27.4 58.8 38.2 
± (1.5) ± {3.4) ± {3.9) ± (1.5) ± (2.5) ± {2.6) 

Fertilizing( d) .. 1.0 1.4 2.4 O.ft 0.9 1.7 0,7 0.6 2.0 65.4 43.0 82.1'> 
± (0.2) ± (0.3) ± {0.9) ± (0.2) ± (0.2) ± (0.7) 

Irrigation( e) .. 16.2 17.2 14.2 16.4 12.7 14.0 7.8 11.0 6.0 48.2 64.0 42.2 
± {2.2) ± (3.3) ± (2.4) ± {2.0) ± (2.5) ± (2.0) 

Pest and disease control(£} 4.0 5.3 3.8 3.7 6.3 4.0 2.2 3.5 1.2 54.2 65.9 32.1 
± (0.6) ± {1.0) ± (0.5) ± (0.6) ± (2.0) ± {0.5) 

f!arvesting and drying( g) 34.6 89.5 90.6" .83.6 99.7 • 86.0 37.2 41.3 30.0 43.9 46.0 33.1 
± (10.3) ± (12.5) ± (11.3) ± (10.0) ± (12.7) ± (9.0) 

Total culture .. .. 168.8 166.8 176.1 165.2 166.0 163.0 53.2 39.8 47.3 81.5 23.8 26.& 
± {14.7) ± {12.0) ± {19.3) ± (14.7) ± (4.6) ± (3.9) 

Acres-Total .. 256 .66 20 

Average yield (tons) 1.66 1.54 2.05 
---- -·· -···--- --···---

(a) Labour expended by .the operators of three blocks on pruning an acre of each of the three varieties, was excluded as these vines absorbed disproportionate times per acre. For this 
and other computational reasons the total cultural operations are not the sum total of illdividual operations. (b) Includes pulling out, rolling on, cutting out, picking up off-cuts, disbudding: 
and hormone spraying, topping and cincturing. (c) Includes discing, sub-soiling, silly ploughing, weeding, rotary hoeing, knifing and grading. (d) Includes sowing cover crop. (e) Include£"< 
watering, furrowing out, cleaning blocked valves in pipelines,"cleaning and connecting ditches. (f) Includes su)phur dusting, mixing sprays 9.nd cleaning spray units. (g) Includes picking~ 
loading racks, dipping, shaking racks, green work, boxing, loading boxes, gathering hessian and sisalkraft, and resetting racks. 
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The slackest months of the year on the block are 
September, October and May. 

Future Work 

Whilst the general labour requirements of Dried Vine 
Fruit production and their seasonal pattern are well 
known to growers and their advisers this study is a first 
attempt to measure systematically the hours of labour 
required by the major operations. Similar studies of 
labour use in other agricultural activities carried out in 
the U.K.8 and the U.S.A.D have been shown to be of con
siderable value both to primary producers and extension 
services. They have been used for appraisals of labour 
efficiency, both on specific tasks and also throughout the 
total farm business, for calculating the requirements of 
changes in rotations and the associated selection of 
enterprises, and have also assisted in the development 
of soundly-based incentive and bonus schemes for hired 
labour. 

The following qualifications to the data obtained by 
this study should be made quite clear, namely: 

(i) the data available relates to on~ season's experi
ence only of 15 ·specialist blocks. The variations 
encountered due to good and bad seasons would 
require further study; 

(ii) The information about the daily work perform
ance of each worker contained in the diaries is 
the product of me1nory and not the result of a 
direct measurement of the time taken for each 
task. Some of the variation in individual farm 
performance discussed above may be due there~ 
fore to e;rrors of recording; 

(iii) The standards of average labour require~ents 
per -acre have been derived from average rates 
of labour input. They represent a combination 
of the time taken by 1workers of differing quality 
using different equipment and different techniques 
of production at various levels of intensity. They 
should not be regarded therefore as necessarily 
desirable standards to be aimed at by growers 
but more as "bench marks" to which individual 
farm experience can' be related in any assess
ment of labour efficiency. This method of ap
proach may be criticized; for there is obviously 
room for a difference between the normal time 
required for a specific task to be carried out 
with average efficiency and the actual . hou1·s 
worked on the same job on any partiCular hold
ing. For example, some of the work rates Will 
undoubtedly be affected by the -number and 
extent of breakdowns in equipment or other 

interruptions experienced. More refined methods 
based on direct observation are therefore l'e
quired, particularly when direct comparisons of 
different production methods are of interest. 

The study of labour diaries kept by farmers do pre
pare the way, however, for more sophisticated and 
accurate methods such as work study by focusing atten~ 
tion on the size and distribution of labour peaks. Work 
study is the general name given to the combined applica
tion of two closely related techniques. One, known as 
method study is used to analyse and thereby improve 
existing methods of work. In this process, each constituent 
part of every job is questioned. Why is it done? Who 
does it? When, where and how is it done? The second 
technique, work measurement, determines by means ,af 
standardized techniques the proper time required for 
the effective performance of each task. 

Recent applications of work study method to agri
culture and horticulturelO have demonstrated its enor
mous potential in improving the efficiency of labour 
management. Often a reduction of drudgery and human 
physical effort has been obtained on individual f:irms 
without further demands on limited capital resources-. 

The dominant amount of work required for harvesting 
and drying vine fruit suggests that work study analyses 
applied to these tasks could assist in the development of 
simtpler methods which would effectively reduce their 
labour requirements and therefore the total cost of pro
duction. Work study research might also be applied to 
the use of labour with the new artificial rack drying 
techniques. 

Finally, it must be emphasized that greater attention 
to the problem of labour organization should not be 
reg'arded as an economic end in itself. For as the pros
perity of any producer depends upon the size -of the 
margin between the total value of his output and the 
total expenses incurred in its production, this margin 
is_ determined by the efficiency with which he employs 
all the resources at his disposal. 

Footnotes 
1 Although the Bureau is responsible for the condUct of the study, 
valuable co-operation is: also beirig received from the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association and the Victorian Deparbnent of Agriculture. 
2 This study was initiated and organized by Mr. G. D. Oliver and 
acknowledgement is made of his helpful and critical comments on the 
draft of this article. 
3 The labour recording period coincides with that of the financial records. 
As a result some pruning activities in June 1958 connected with the 
1959 crop season are excluded. The error involved will be slight how
ever, because the identical activity for the 1960 crop ill June 1959 is 
included No changes in the total bearing acreage were recorded between 
these two seasons. 
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i . IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. ! 
~ : e Operating in ! I MILDURA, IRYMPLE, MERBEIN, RED CLIFFS I 
§ PACKERS OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS " I Vineyard Implements and Requisites Supplied I 
§ Properties Financed and Supervised ~ 
I PROPERTY SALESMEN ~ 

lfl General Accident Fire ~=1~i!:r Assurance Corpn. Ltd. ~ 
T. & G. Mutual Life Assurance Society Ltd. ~ 

~ ............ ~ .... ~ .. ~·~·~~~·~ .. ···~~~·~··········®®··~····~,..······~···! 
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4 As full details of the yield delivered to the packing sheds in March, 
April and June were not available at the time of writing, an estimate of 
yields has been obtained by dividing the total revenue received on 
delivery by the door payments per ton. 

li It was not possible in each case to separate the time spent actually 
picking off the bunches from the time involved in their transport to 
the dipping tanks and thence .to the drying rack, Such evidence as is 
available from a limited breakdown of the work suggests that the times 
shown were divided almost equally between harvesting and drying, 

6 The average "per farm" is therefore the simple unweighted mean and 
the average . <'per operation" is the mean weighted by' the area of vines 
on each holdina-. Both are in fad average hours worked "per opera-

tion .. , but the need to distinguish betwe'en the two methods of calcula
tion has resulted in the norilenclature used here. 
'l T. K. Warley and K. A. Jngersent, The Use of Labour in Farm Scale 
Vegetable Production, Department of Agricultural Economics, University 
of Nottingham, May 1957. 
8 See The Farm As a Business. H.M.S.O. London. Second Edition, 1957, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 
9 See "Labour Used for Fruits and Tree Nuts", Staiistical Bulletin 
No. 282. Agricultural Research Service. U.S. Deparbnent of Agriculture. 
10 See G. D. Lockie, "Work Study as an Aid to Management in Horti
culture", Agricultural Re-oiew (Great Britain), 1958. Also Nigel Harvey, 
Farm Work Study, Farmer a:i:dl Stockbreeder Publications Ltd., 1958. 
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Summary 
While the B.A.E. article has been printed in full for 

the benefit of those who wish to make a detailed exami
nati-on of labour and labour costs the following summary 
("Dried Fruit Topics"-June 1960) is concisely infor
mative. 

"The study was based on adual costs incurred by a 
group of 15 growers, cultivating 350 acres of bearing 
vines, producing 568 tons of Dried Fruits. The growers 
were located -in Mildura, Merbein, Irymple, Red Cliffs, 
Coomealla and Curlwaa. Labour c-osts included paid 
labour-also unpaid labour-work done by the grower 
and his family. . 

"Results of the study may be summarised in average 
costs per vineyard--

Labour paid . . . . 
Labour unpaid . . . . 
Power and equipment 
Materials .. 
Miscellaneous .. 

£721 
809 
6'67 
268 
344 

"Average size of vineyard was 23.8 acres. 
£2,809 

uTotal p·roduction was 668 tons, an average 1.6 tons 
per aere. 

"Production from 23.8 acres at 1.6 tons per acre 
would ·be 38 tons. 

"38 tons costing £2809 works out at £74 per ton. 
"It has to be noted that these are actual operative 

costs without provision for depreciation or interest. 
They are costs also, for a good -crop year and favourable 
harvest conditions. 1960 Season figures with lower yields 
would show a mueh higher cost fifUre/"' 

Expansion of the Dried Fruits Industry 
This is a subject which has exercised the minds of 

the leaders of the Industry for mariy years and from 
time to time comes into greater prominence than usual. 
Recently the Victorian Government announced its in~ 
tention to increase the number of blocks in the Robinvale 
settlement and fears immediately arose that this might 
well throw out the delieate balance of the Industry's 
economy if planting_s included drying variety grapes. 

Advocates for expansion have put forward reasons 
why plantings of Dried Vine Fruit could be safely 
increased and these are: 

1. The Industry was incorrect in advocating a reduc
tion iri the plantings of Gordo grapes some years 
ago. 

2. Opposition to further expansion at Robinvale is 
inconsistent with the Association's estimates in 
1948 that market opportunities existed for 93,000 
tons pel· annum. 

3. Notwithstanding increased plantings over the past 
10-12 years total annual production has averaged 
only 75,000 tons. 

4. During the sam,e period the increasing potential 
of the home market has. been sadly neglected. 
Average home -consumption has fallen by 4000 
tons per annum. 

6. Should further plantings be made at Robinvale 
only part of the effect would be experienced within 
four years and the full effect would not be felt 
until 1974 when some additional, 5000 tons per 
annum would be produced. 

6. Increase in local po-pulation should be sufficient 
to cover the anticipated increase in production 
without allowing for vineyard wastage. 

7. The attitude of the Industry contributes to a 
state of national rural hibernation at a time when 
Australia's secondary industries are expanding and 
planning production in excess of foreseeable wants. 
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Industry's Attitude 
The attitude of the Industry can be summarised by 

stating that there is no opposition to an expansion of 
the Industry provided 

1. Expansion is part of a planned economy. 
2. Expansion is considered on a Commonwealth, and 

not a State, basis. 
3. The Industry is br-ought into dose co·nsultation on 

any expansion plans when a wealth of important 
and relevant information would be willingly made 
available. 

4. Full regard is given to wo.l'ld production and con~ 
sumption and the effects these can have on the 
Australian Industry when, as in 1959, all pro
ducing countries produced heavy crops in excess 
-of total world requirements. 

5. Full regard is given to the effects of the expansion 
already undertaken in other producing eountries. 

6. Gognizance is taken of the changed eating habits 
of world communities. 

7. The importance of the financial support given by 
some foreign Governments to their growers is 
properly appreciated. 

Unplanned Expans.ion is Dangerous 
It would not only be unwise, but also detrimental to 

the welfare of present growers, many of whom are ex
servicemen, and newcomers if expansion is ·not planned 
on the basis of maintaining a sound economy for the 
Australian Industry. It eould not be conceived that there 
are advo.cates for a policy opposing this principle. 

Expan~ion must be planned -on a Commonwealth basis 
-jointly between Commonwealth and State authorities 
and the Industry. Independent expansion by one State 
cannot overcome on its own the factors of 

(a) disposal which must be conducted on a total 
Industry basis~ 

{b) any' other State also deciding to independently 
expand. 

While expansion at Robinvale may result in only an 
additional 5000 tons of production, what would the total 
tonnage amount to if other States also decide on pro
duction? There must be agreement between all pro
ducing States as to what expansion, if any, would be 
sound, and that payable channels of disposal exist, o1· 
can, fo·reseeably, be .developed. 

The effects of world production, particularly in a 
season when most countries have high, or very high, 
tonnages -cannot be ignored. It is not a sound, economical 
policy to give regard only ;to results under normal con
ditions and trust to good fortune that advantageous 
sales can be made in a season of world surplus. The 
economy of th_e Industry is too finely balanced to over
look the possibility of surplus world production in any 
season for, ultimately, the result~ng financial loss must 
be bo"rne by no one but the grower. Full regard must 
therefore, be given to the future of the Australiar{ 
grower in planning expansion, particularly when there 
is already evidence that the production of the U.S.A. 
and some other foreign eountries will increase from 
plantings already made. 

U.S.A. Expansion 
The HCalifornia·Fruit News" of 28/5/1960 had this to 

say:-:-
"Thompson plantihgs far exceed removal of vines. 

Vineyardists in Fresno County planted 8616 acres of 
Thompson seedless grapes in 1958 and to May 1, 1959 
it is reported by John W. Dixon, agricultural commis: 
sioner. In the four preceding years new plantings of the 
favoured Raisin variety grape totalled 16,303 acres. 

"R€movals in 1959 and to May 1, 1960, amounted to 
84 7 acres, and in the preceding four years 2657 acres. 
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Thus, in the period 1955 to May 1, 1960, new plantings 
exceeded removals by a rate of more than seven to one. 

"For California as a whole in 1958 the bearing acreage 
of Thompson seedless was 184,418 and non-bearing 
a-creage was 19,221. New plantings in 1959 to May 1, 
1960, have thus caused a 55 per cent. increase in total 
California non-bearing acreage of this variety. And re
movals h3.ve caused a decline in bearing acreage of but 
2 per cent., or about one-half the new acreage coming 
into bearing' into Fresno County alone." 

Planning an Economy 
Planning for eXpansion must ensure that there is a 

reasonable chance of advantageously selling the increased 
production, and it -could not be conjectured that any 
overseas market 'will give preferential buying to Aus
tralian Dried Fruits just 'because it has a surplus. Re
duced to siri1ple terms planning, which· the Industry does 
not oppose, must be reasonably sure that markets do 
exist, or can be dev'eloped, for increased production. This 
is an essential factor and must govern the extent that 
expansion can be soundly based economically. 

It would be false and highly dangerous to argue, with-
. out eviden-ce, that increased ,production will, ipso facto, 

find payable markets. It would be equally dangerous to 
"truSt to luck". As the Australian Dried Fruits Industry 
is already well served by an efficient and realistic ad
m'inistration, as its development is subject to careful 
consideration by State Governments and the Gammon
wealth, it would be a retrograde step to abandon this 
fortunate position by adopting an optimistic, but not 
altogether realistic, outlook. 

Consumption Trend 

How far can the Governments and the Industry go 
in accepting the principle that there are untouched, or 
poorly, promoted channels of consumption of Dried 
Fruits'? The trend throughout the world is, unfortunately, 
tDwards reduced consumption. Conditions, as We have 
found out from our very careful enquiries, are no differ
ent i.n Australia than in any other country. Reduced 
consumption of Dried Fruits is not an isolated case. There 
are other Australian prima1·y produds suffering from the 
same experience. The position in the U.S.A. where con
sumption of Dried Fruits has gradually fallen is an indi
cation of how changing eating and living habits have had 
a marked effect on the· Industry in that country-a' posi
tion which is causing worry, particUlarly with the larger 
production from increased plantings established without 
any proper and organised planning. There has been no 
passive acceptance of the marketing position either in 
the U.S.A. or in this country. But the problem of reduced 
consumption and how it can be stopped has to be 
recognised. 

It is, therefore, faUacious to say that 'because a certain 
population consumed a certain quantity of Dried Fruits 
an increased population will, mathematically, consume so 
much more. That l'easoning accepts the . premise that 
there is no change in a community's eating and living 
habits, that migrants eat the same foods as native-born, 
that even native-born never change their preferences, that 
social conditions do not change, and that if they do, eating 
habits are not -affected. All the information which this 
Association has · obtained for some years points to the 
contrary. In the densely populated -cities eating and 
social conditions have changed radically since the war. 
The growing populari~y of labour-saving food prepara
tions prove this. The important fact that a large propor
tion of women either work or are free to- pursue outside 
interests has had a revolutionary effect on the mode of 
living and, as. a result, on the Selection of foods, pre
paration of dishes and forms of diet in the home. 

The Industry has always recognised the need t_o in
crease Australian consumption and despite the consumer 
resistanc-e it is -mee-ting believes that its propaganda has 
created a growing consciousne.s!!l of using Dried Fruits 
in the home, particularly in the country. In the densely 
populated -cities improved amenities and domestic facili-
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ties have produced a gTeater consumer resistance-not 
only to using Dried Fruits but other foods as well. 

In any planning consumer trends cannot be entirely 
ignored _and even if an appreciable Austral1ian ·demand 
for Dried Fruits developed reasonably quickly the present 
surplus production could adequately cope with it. It is 
not the danger of under·supplying Australia that gives 
the Industry concern but the need to dispose of thE 
huge exportable surplus eaeh year at prices which will, 
on average, return the grower something above his ever
rising costs of pro{iuction. Despite the alnlost radical 
change in domestic living the Industry is confident that 
a community's habits ean be changed, but not easily or 
rapidly under the present conditions o:t; full employment. 

Industry is Not Hibernating 

The su'bject is complex and there are many factors 
involved. There is no question of the Industry hiber
nating. It recognises progress and development, but insists 
on sound planning for its future, for the wc1fare of t1~e 
growers, and for Australia.. 

Federal Council.1960 Resolved 
"This Federal Council notes with the gravest concern 

recent moves to immediately. increase planting•s of dried 
fruit vines and registers the strongest possible protest 
against th~m for the following reasons:-

1. Already approximately SO% o'f a normal season's 
production has to be sold on export markets where it 
is subject to world parity prices. If the full production 

',potential is realised in any season the export pro~ 
portion will"' be even larger, and, if coupled with 
heavy world production as occurred ~n 1959, the effect 
on growers' realisations .can be calamitous. It -is drawn 
to the notice of the Federal and appropriate State 
Governments that reliable authorities have submitted 
that the economy of a primary industry which has to 
export such a high proportion of its annual production 
is delicately balance·d· and could, overnight, sustain 
heavy losses through a drop in world prices. 

2. Unplanned expansion, in foreign producing coun~ 
tries, which has no regard for the financial stability 
of growers, .can, and will, have an adverse economic 
effec,t on the Australian D.ried Fruits· Industry, and it 
is essent'ial that pro·duction in Australia be regulated 
to the requirements of the home market and those 
overseas markets where the ln•d'ustry can reasonably 
compete. 

3. While in recent years production has been less 
than the potential it cannot be ighored that the 
potential can be achieved in any season, and to plan 
expansion w.ithout regard to it is to ignore the fund'a
mental need to protect the Industry and those who 
comprise it. 
"While this Federal Council is not averse to planned 

expansion it deman1ds 
(a) that the Industry be fully consulte-d at all times 

so that the wealth of information 'it possesses 
may. not only be freely made available, but also, 
in conjunction with the best brains of the In
dustry, may be used constructively with a proper 
responsibility O'f. the effects on present growers 
of decisions reached; 

(b) that under no circumstances should it be possible 
for any Government or State instrumentality to 
dedde the destinies o-f the Industry and growers 
without the Industry having been permitted to 
actively participate in any proposals or in any 
planning which may develop therefrom; 
that no plannirig or development be permitted 
without it has been first assured by the closest 
investigations and surveys that 

(i) in the light of ever~rising costs o'f produ~tion 
payable markets exist for the in.ereased pro~ 
duction. 

(ii) sufficient water will be available in any 
season, 

(iii) the livelihoo·d of present growers, their 
families and the g•reat organisation wh~ch 
the Industry has created are not irreparably 
jeopardised." 

INTERIM GRADE DIFFERENTIALS, SEASON 1960 
The following have been authorised by the Board of 

Management: 
Currants. 

5 crown Over 3 crown £9 0 0 
4 crown over 3 crown 4 10 0 
3 crown Basis' 
2 crown under 3 Crown :-1 0 0 
1 crown under 3 crown .. 6 0 0 
M.F. under 3 c~·own 13 0 0 

Sultanas. 
7 crown over 4 crown 19 0 0 
6 crown over 4 crown 10 0 0 
5 crown over 4 crown 4 0 0 
4 crown Basis 
3 crown under 4 crown 3 0 0 
2 crown under 4 crown 6 0 0 
1 crown under 4 crown 9 0 0 

Raisins. 
Sweatbox differentials: 

6 Crown over 4 and 3 crown 10 0 0 
5 crown over 4 and 3 crown 3 10 0 
4 crown and 3 crown Basis 
Where districts have 5 crown A or B grades the 
differential for 5 cr<;>wn A to be 15/- over 5 crown B. 
This amount to be taken from the 5 crown over basis 
premium. 

Packed weight basis: 
6 crown over 4 crown 12 0 0 
5 crown over 4 cr-own 5 0 0 
4 crown .. . . .. Basis 
3 crown under 4 crown 1 10 0 
2 crown under 4 crown 1 10 0 
Seedless under 4 crown 20 0 0 
Packing companies are to apply the above interim 

differentials not later than November, 1960. 

MILDURA GADGET FIELD DAY 
Once again a succes~ful field day was su-ccessfully 

promoted by the Mildura Dried Fruits Association 
A..D.F.A. last July at Memorial Park, lry1-hple. 

Well over 3000 people attended, and owing to inclement 
weather prior to the day, working conditions were vet•y 
difficult. 
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This year, to a greater extent than usual, commercial 
exhibits were predominant, and it appears that the 
Branch will not be able to feature gadgets to the degree 
it has in the past, but general opinion seems to favour 
continuance of the day because it still allows growers to 
view new departures in the implement field den1onstrated 
by local business firms. 
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Photographs show Sequences 1-5 in the operation of 
Mr. R. P. J. Grant's Drying Ground Spreader. 

However, there is still room for anyone- to show a new 
idea, no matter how elementary the development is at 
present. · 

There is also room, as is being done., to translate new 
principles to organised engineering. 

It is difficult to keep pace with the demonstrations and 
to examine the displays. 

The accompanying photographs give a good idea of 
the variety of implements on display. 

Page Fifty-three 



An ingenious Drain Digger. Exhibitor, Mr. }.~alph Gaulke. 

Block Trolley driven by motor~cycle engine. Exhibitor, 
Mr. R. R. Gaulke. 

Manure Spreader exhibited by Mr. C. G. Chapman. 
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INDUSTRY STATISTICS 
At Federal Council 1960, the following statistical report was prlilstmted by the Ge-neral Secretary. 

VINE FRUITS. 

The estimated pack of Australian production for Season 1960 shows a decrease of 18,704 tons compared 
with the previous season. Variations by varieties are shown below. Predominating grades are compared with 
those for S'easons 1958 and 1959, It mUst be noted, however, that in 1958 grades were re-numbered upwards. 
Thus, Plain became 1-crown, 1-crown became 2-crown, and so on. Comparison must be made accordingly. 

Currants 

Sultanas 

Raisins . . . . . . . . 

1958 Season 
3-cr. 44.2% 
2-cr. 36.0% 
5-cr. 47.2% 
4ccr. 35.7% 
5-cr. 46.5 o/o 
Sdg. 30.4% 

1959 Season 

3-cr. 62'.5% 
2-cr. 22.7% · 
5-cr. 46.9% 
4-cr. 37.0% 
5-cr. 37.3% 
Sdg. 46.5% 

1960 Season 

3-cr; 65.1% 
2-cr. 26.9% 
4-cr. 61:8% 
3-cr. 24.2 o/o 
5-cr. 39.2% 
Sdg. 41.8% 

A comparison of this season's total estimates with the final pack-out for Season 1959 is submitted for 
your information. 

Currants Sultanas Raisins Total 

State of 1959 1960 1959 1960 1959 1960 1959 1960 
Production Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons 

Victoria .. 4,713 3,129 46,308 37,385 5,029 5,201 56,050 45,715 
, South Australia .. 4,527 2,853 11,073 6,361 1,249 2,734 16,849 11,948 
New South Wales 856 456 9,425 6,132 1,489 1,409 11,770 7,997 
Western Australia 1,036 1,349 60 55 11 ' 8 1,107 1,412 

11,132 7,787 66,866 49,933 7,778 9,352 85,776 67,072 

1960 Variation .. -3,345 -16,933 +1,574 -18,704 
The fluctuation of the annual pack from 1956 onwards may be seen by perusing the outputs d€tailed in 

the attached schedule of statistics. 
The A.D.F.A. again packed the greater proportion of the crop. Illdividual proportions for 1960 showed 

increases, compared to 1959, for Currants and Sultanas, but a decrease for Raisins. Details of the packs for the 
two seasons are compared. 

1959_ Season 1960 Season 

Aust. A.D.F.A. A.D.F.A. AuSt. A.D.F.A. A.D.F.A. 
Variety Pack Pack Pack Pack 

Tons Tons % Tons Tons % 

Currants .. 11,132 10,315 92.66 7,787 7,255 93.17 
Sultanas .. 66,866 65,483 97.93 49,933 49,164 98.46 
Raisins .. 7,778 7,623 98.01 9,352 8,942 95.62 

85,776 83,421 97.25 67,072 65,361 97.45 

Apportionment of the two seasons' total Australian packs between varieties are shoWn as follows:-

Season 

1959 
1960 

Currants 

12.96% 
11.61% 

Sultanas 

77.95% 
74.45% 

Raisins 

9.09% 
13.94% 

The following summary compares this season's estimated packs with salient production fig·ures and the 
average for the last 25 years:-

Production, Years 1935-1960 

Highest Lowest Average 
Variety 1960 1935-1959 

Tons ,Year Tons Year Tons Tons 

Currants .. . . . . 7,787 1944 25,332 1928 7,174 16,395 
Sultanas .. . . . . 49,933 1953 69,732 1928 19,459 52,869 
Raisins_ .. .. 9,352 1954 13,911 1950 2,463 7,607 

All Varieties .. . . 67,072 1944 104.,261 1928 31,850 76,871 

It will be seen that 1960 production is less than the 25-year average for Currants, Sultanas and All 
Varieties, but more for Raisins. 

IMPORTS 

The quantity of Dates imported during 1960 was 904 tons more than for 1959. Figs also increased by 
159 tons. Analyses of other varieties are not available in sufficient ·detail to provide any useful information. 
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TREE FRUITS AND PRUNES 

ln 1959 Season the total pack-out reached 6,535 tons; this season the total pack is expected to be 6,642 
tons. This is due to the increased tonnages for Pears and Prunes only. The A.D.F.A. handling for 1960 is 
estimated to be 69.2% of the whole pack; in Season 1959 it was 63.09%. 

Total Australian Production (in tons) 

Victoria South Aust. N.S.W. Total 
Variety 1959 1960 1959 1960 1959 1960 1959 1960 

Apricots 32 17 1,979 1,896 22 14 2,033 1,927 
Peaches .. 2 2 1,037 744 3 1 1,042 747 
Pears .. 3 1 143 256 146 257 
Nectarines 72 64 72 64 
Prunes (dry weight) 158 222 474 325 2,6.10 3,100 3,242 3,647 

195 242 3,705 3,285 2,635 3,115 6,535 6,642 

1960-Variation +47 -420 +480 +107 

The following summary shows· the proportions of Tree Fruits pack.ed by The A.D.F.A.:-

Total Production A.D.F.A. Pack 
------

1959 1960 1959 1960 1959 1960 
Variety Tons Tons Tons Tons % % 
Apricots .. .. .. .. 2,033 1,927 1,490 1,329 73.29 68.97 
Peaches .. .. 1,042 747 813 502'' 78.02 67.20 
Pears .. 146 257 111 192 76.03 74.71 
Nectarines 72 64 53 35 73.61 54.69 
Prunes .. .. 3,242 3,647 1,656 2,538* 51.08 69.59 

6,535 6,642 4,123 4,59'6 63.09 69.20 

*Not final. 

The proportions of Prunes pack-ed by The A.D.F.A. for Season 1960 have increased in comparison with 
Season 1959, but Tree Fruits have decreased. 

This season's estiinated production is compared with the highest, lowest and av-erage tonnages produced 
during the last twenty-two years. 

Production, Years 1938~ 1960 

Highest Lowest 
Variety 

Apricots ....... . 
Peaches .. -... . 
Pears . . . . 
Nectarines .. 
Prunes .... 

All Vari-eties 

1960 
Tons 

1,927 
747 
257 

64 
3,647 

6,642 

Year 

1938 
1959 
1944 
1954 
1954 

1960 

Tons 

2,147 
1,042 

438 
70 

3,852 

6,642 

Year 

1952 
1957 
1957 
1947 
1939 

1945 

PToduction for 1960 for all vaTieties was more than the average. 

COMMONWEALTH MARKET (A.D.F.A. ONLY) 

Tons 

587 
125 

20 
11 

1,652 

3,381 

Average 
1938-1959 

Tons 

1,322 
455 
214 

40 
2,659 

4,690 

The net consumption figures for Seasons 1958 -and 19"59 are quoted in compariso~ with the estimated 
aVailability' of Dried Fruits for Season 1960. 

1958 1959 Comparison 1960 
Variety Tons Tons 1958-1959 Tons 

Currants .. .. .. .. .. 3,342 3,650 + 308 3,487 
Sultanas .. . . .. .. .. 9,363 10,696 + 1,333 11,165 
Raisins .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,779 3,791 + 1,012 3,677 
ApricotS: .. . . 429 852 + 423 472 
Peaches . . .. .. .. .. .. 179 136* 43 388 
Pears .. . . .. .. .. .. 52 40 12 75 
Nectarines . . . . . . .. 25 41 + 16 31 
Prunes (pcd. weig·ht) 1,090 1,142* ., + 52 1,127 

17,259 20,348 + 3,089 20,422 

*Not final. 

1960 figures are estimates only, arid are subject to finidisation of packs and sales. 
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TECHNICAL FILMS FOR SCREENING 
Branch Secretaries who may wish to arrange screenings of technical 16 m.m. films relating to Dried Fruits 

are remirlded that C.S.LR.O. Film Productions will loan copies free of charge on certain conditions. 
The following films aTe available: 

Title 
The Aims of Irrigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Design fOr Irrigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The Importance of Flow in -Furrow Irrigation 
Grapevine Pruning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Irrigation Research, N:_.S. W. . . . . . . . . . . 
Primary Industry Research, C.S.I.R.O., 1949 
Salting and Soil Reclamation 
Supply and Drainage Ditches .. 

The above codes refer to the addresses where applica
tion may he made. 
Victoria: 

A.----'C.S.I.R.O. Film Unit, 314 Albert Street, East 
Melbourne. 

B.-State Film Centre, 110 Victoria Street, Carlton. 
C.-Department of Agri-culture, Film Section, Treasury 

Place, Melbourne. · 
Nerw South Wales: 

A.-Film Council, Blashki Building, 61 Hunter Street, 
Sydney. 

B.-Department of Agriculture, Information Exten~ 
sion Services, Farrer Place, Sydney. 

South Australia: 
A.-Documentary Film Council, c/o Education Depart~ 

ment, 28 Twin Street, Adelaide. 
B.-Department o_f Agriculture, Gawler Place, Ade~ 

laide, 
Western Australi,a: 

A.-Government Films, Education Department, Sa 
Mounts Bay Road, Perth. 

-Code Letteys 
eo lour Soun•d Vic. N.s.w. S.A. W.A. 

Yes Yes ·A.B.C. A.B. A.B. A. 
Yes Yes A.B. C. A.B. B. A. 
Yes Yes A.B. C. A.B. A.B. A. 
Yes Yes A.B. C. B. B. A.B. 
Yes Yes A.B. C. A.B. A.B. A: 

B.&W. Yes A. A. A. 
Yes Yes A.B.C. A.B. B. A.B. 
Yes Yes A.B. A.B. B. A. 

'B.-Department of Agriculture, St. George's Terrace, 
Perth. 

Conditions of Loan 

The films are for use by competent projectionists on 
efficient, sound (not .silent) projectors. 

Borrowers are requested to borrow from their nearest 
source. 

Unless there arf special circumstances, C.S.I.R.O. wish 
to avoid sending out library prints interstate. 

Borrowers are responsible for air-freight or postage 
charges associated with the return of the films. 

Borrowers must 'fill in, and retuTn with the film, the 
report fdrm(s) sent out in the cans. 

Full responsibility for the films and their safe return 
must be accepted, as with the prompt return of the films 
on the due date. 

A written application, stating dates (inclusive) for 
which films are required, should be made preferably 
three-four weeks in advance of planned screening date. 

STRIVE FOR QUALITY 
The followirig comments, and recommendations by The A.D.F.A. Production Problems Committee are given 

so that Growers are made aware of the urgent need to maintain their production efficiency if the highest prices 
are to be secured for their f1·uit in the keenly competitive markets overseas. Neglect to follow the recommendations 
will not only lower the reputation of Australian Dried Vine Fruits and lose sales, but will adversely affect price 
realisations. 

Quality means increased r~venue; the price pr.emium for 
"top" grades is always worth while striving for. 

Quality creates a demand particularly in a period of 
competitive marketing. 

Quality c-reates goodwill and goodwill creates sales. 
Quality. fruit sells first <J-nd results in quicker returns. 

There are five "freedoms" which are essential to 
Quality, these are: 
Freedom from grit and dust. 
Freedo.m from weed seeds, particularly "jacks", "gentle 

annies" and the like. 
Freedom from sand and rub'ble and other foreign matter. 
Freedom from excess moisture. 
Freedom from damaged and defective fruit and debris. 

In a bad season, fruit can be damaged on the vines but 
any grower can keep the damage down to a minimum by 
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exercising care and attention from "picking" to ''boxing", 
thus reducing the fruit loss and eliminating or decreasin'g 
packer reclamation charge. 

Pre-Season Precautions. 

Clean up around racks and greens, removing "three
cornered jacks" and "gentle annies" and all weeds likely 
to get into the fruit. Growers are reminded that an 
effective burr harvesting machine is described on page 
16 of the April/June issue of the "News". See that racks 
are free from debris and "left overs" from last year. 

Do everything possible to reduce the dust and grit 
problem. 

Don~t burn off or cultivate the drying green unless·· the 
presence ·of bun type weeds makes this necessary. En
courage the growth of clover, couch and other low-lying 
grasses1 thus binding the topsoil and eliminating dust. 
It is suggested that heavy gro1vth of these gTasses may 
choke "jacks". 
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Try and educate pi-ckers to keep the fruit clean and 
to refrain from dragging the tinSi along the g-round. This 
only collects dust and grit. 

Quality in Sultanas. 

Avoid crushing because of overloaded buckets. Spread 
thinly on racks, and if not using a tray, "tip"· the fruit 
fr{)m the tins on to the netting, don't "splash" it on. 

Keep the dip clean. The use of a tray or false bottom 
to catch all sediinent is recommended, This should be 
removed, .cleaned and replaced once each day. 

Try and control traffic .. near freshly dipped fruit so as 
to reduce dust and grit. Traffic alongside freshly filled 
racks may be reduced by working racks so that the tack 
last filled is, if possible, separated by another rack from 
the one next filled. 

Don't remove fruit from racks in too soft a condition. 
When finishing off on the ground, see that the sisalkraft 

is free from dust and debris, and if watering to remove 
green tinge, try to reduce dust. Water on dusty fruit 
results in mud, difficult to remove. 

Quality. in Currants. 

Don't harvest immature fruit; allwimportant colour and 
bloom is sacrificed by early picking. 

Shade dry if at all possible, remove side curtains only 
when weather conditions a1·e favoul'able to mould devel-Op
ment. 

Keep Bucks separate fTom true fruit. 
Spread thinly on racks. 

Don't put Currants out on hessian unless cir-cumstances 
compel you to do so. 

Direct S'ijll removes the bloom. 

Quality in Raisins. 
Exercise care in picking and loading to reduce damag·e 

and wastage. 
Use boiling Caustic Dip or the Sulphite Dip. Remember 

that Raisins dipped in Carb. Potash mixtul'e will be 
accepted by Packers only on a reconditioning charge and 
a deduction for consequent loss in weight.· 

Spread thinly on racks, "tip" the fruit, do not "splash" 
it. 

Keep the dip clean, ~hanging the mixture whenever 
necessary. 

Don't fork the fruit off the racks. 

Recommended Dip Mixtures. 
The Departments of Agriculture and C.S.I.R.O. carry 

out tests and trials each season, and the recommenda
tions of these organisations appear from time to time in 
A.D.F.A. publications. 

The Victorian and South Australian Departments of 
Agriculture have prepared dipping instructions, and 
these are available at packing houses and Departmental 
offices. Growers are advised to closely follow the official 
recommendations. - · 

REMEMBER! QUALITY FRUIT IS 
YOUR LIVELIHOOD, 

MOULD IN PRUNES 
The Board of Management has aGcepted the recom

mendation of the Prunes Committee that £250' be made 
available to C.S.I.R.O. Division of Foqd Preservation to 
carry out additional and urgent experiments to arrest 
mould in packeted Prunes. 

The contribution has been made on the understanding 
that C.S.I.R.O. will suvply me with the following:-

(a) a synopsis of the line of investigations it is now 
proposed to follow; and 

(b) periodical (at least once monthly) reports of 
progress on experiments. 

Additional to the cash contribution supplies of Prunes 
will be made availa'ble for experiments. 

In accordance with the wishes Qf the Prunes Com
mittee the Division has been offered facilities at Prunes 
packing houses for experimental purposes. 

PACKAGING OF HIGH MOISTURE CONTENT PRUNES 
By D. McBean, Division of Food Preservation and Transport, C.S.I.R.O. 

A high proportion of Prune production which is dried 
to 15-18% moisture level is subsequently' marketed at a 
m"Oisture co'ntent of about 35 per cent. The normal treat
ment for such Hprocessed" Prunes consists of raising 
moisture content by immm·sion in boiling water for 10-15 
minutes, filling hot into. 7 lb. cans, sealing and applying 
a heat treatment. This ·heat treatment varies from 20 
minutes in boiling water up to 30 min. in a retort at a 
steam pressure of 10 lb./sq. in. ' 

With changing merchandising methods there is a. trend 
away from this pack, with its necessary handling su'bse
quent to opening of the ·Can, towards a 12-16 oz. con
tainer. Some cans of these smaller sizes are produced, 
but there is a demand for a pack of this size- on a flexible 
film. The problem of sterilization of the contents of such 
a container is the critical consideration. Epoxides, while 
satisfactory sterilizing agents; are not allowable at 
present under Australian Pure Food laws. Early attempts 
to market high moisture content Prunes in plastic con
tainers without some sterilizing treatment resulted in 
heavy losses due to microbial growth, particularly during 
warmer months. 

Few plastic films will withstand _sterilizing temPeratures 
and even fewer are available for tests in Australia.· 
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A :Preliminary trial was laid down using· a saran type 
film (Cryovac). Moisture content of "dry" Prunes was 
raised from 17o/o to 35% by imme·rsion in boiling water 
for 15 minutes. These were packed in pouches while 
still hot (not less than 190° F.) and heat sealed 
immediately. These are subsequently referred to as 
controls. Three packets were then heated in water under 
each of the following sets of ·Conditions: 

1. 10 minutes 160° F. 
2. 20 minutes 160° F. 
3. 30 minutes 160° F. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

10 minutes 
20 minutes 
30 minutes 

190° F. 
190° F. 
190° F. 

} 
} 

All samples including controls were then stored at 77° 
F. Immediately after heat proc-essing, bags from the 
following batches 'were sampled for fungal spore load 
with the results shown below: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Control 
10 min. 
20 min. 
30 min. 

190° F: 
190° F. 
190° F. 

86 
6.5 
1.5 
1.5 

spores .p_er packet 
spores per packet 
spores pe'r packet 
s·pores per packet 
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-----------------------------------------------------------------~ 

After 8S days of stQrage, mould growth h~s possibly 
occurred in two bags, one of which is a control and the 
other 20 min. at 160° F'. Considerable gas build up has 
occurred in the bags. 

In Septemer last, Mr. McBean further reporte·d as 
follows:- · . 

"Here is a brief summary_ of the work carried out to 
date Qll packaging of high moisture content Prunes. A 
considerable amount of data has been collected and we 
are lJ.opeful that a solution will not be· -long in appearing. 

"Firstly, a study was made of tP.e time-temperature 
relations necessary to ensure that fhe Prunes were free 
from micro-organisms. Samples were immersed in stirred 
water which was maintained at a steady temperature. 

~<From an initial spore loading of, about 36',000 per 

Prune, after 120 minutes at 80° C. about 100 still 
remained. At 85° C. after 80 minutes about 10_ still 
remained. When water temperature· was increased to 
90° C. the Prunes were sterile after 40 minutes im
mersion. At 100° C. (boiling water) Prunes were sterile 
after 5-6 minutes immersion. Since most Prunes have 
12-15 minutes in boiling water to increase their moisture 
level I think we are quite safe in saying that .they -are 
free of viable organisms at this stage of the pro-cess. I 
might add that Dr. Scott states that such organisms as 
occurred on Pn,mes should have been destroyed by any of 
the above processes hut since they were not he believes 
that· certain constituents of Prunes give- thermal Protec
tion to the organisms. These constituents are probably 
monosaceharide sugars. Prunes from Griffith and Young 
reacted similarly to these heat processes outlined above." 

A.D.F.A. PRODUCTION PROBLEMS COMMITTEE 
Mr. E. C. Orton, Chairman, Gives Annual Report 

It is my privilege as Chairman to review the activities 
of the Committee during the past year, and to briefly· 
outline the results obtained to, date with some of the 
problems dealt with. 

Once again it is pleasing to report that the attend
ance of members at the bi-mo!lthly meetings was par-·, 
ticularly good, and that every possible assistance has 
been given by the State Departments of Agriculture, the 
State Rivers and· Water Supply Commission, and the 
C.S.VR.O. The- assistanee of private firms, such as I.C.I. 
and the Shell Co. and their co-operation with Depart
mental officers has been of .considerable value, and is 
greatly appreciated. 

The results obtained to date· with some of the main 
p'roblems dealt with during. the past year are as follows: 

Insectary 

Following upon negotiations through The A.D.F.A. and 
with the Mildura District ·Citrus Co-operative Association, 
plans for the setting up of a small insectary at premises 
in 14th Street, Mildura, .are nearly completed. This will 
be under the control of Mr. Rupert Johnstone, Entomo~ 
logist of the Department of Agriculture, and will breed 
certain pest destroying parasites for release in this area. 

In the first i;nstance a mealy bug parasite will be 
released. 

While this is a most impo·rtant step forward, the 
setting up of an insectary at Irymple by the Department 
of Agriculture with a resident entomologist, is still 
desirable, and L believe the Department should be asked 
to renew its efforts to find a suitable person for the 
position. 

Nematodes 

Close contact hasJb~en maintained with the Depart
ment of Agriculture, and the C.S.I.R.O. ih connection 
with the contr-ol of nematodes. During the past year work 
has been carried out by both -of these bodies,. and by the 
Shell Company, which is -conducting various tests through
out this area. I.C.I. has been approached and has promised 
to -co-operate :with thiS Committee as soon as any 
promising new chemi-cals come to hand. The nematode 
problem is world-wide, and a considerable amount of 
research work is being carried out. 

At present, the nematode population -can be very 
greatly reduced :for a limited period by the use of fumi
gants such as "Nemagon",_ but the -cost is high. 

The Department of Agriculture has 3.Iso found that 
rooted vines can be freed of nematodes by. immersion 
in warm water under controlled conditions. The use of 
vine cuttings, instead of rooted vines eliminates the possi
bility of introducing nematodes from a nursery. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED, FRUITS NEWS 

Dual Purpose Spray for Black Spot and 
Downey Mildew 

I.G.I. has now stated that following upon certain test;-,; 
and field trials, it has been shown that Superfine Cuprox 
and Zitpx are eompatible, and when used, in conjunction 
will not damage fruit or foliage. It is stated .that growers 
from now on, when circumstances require it, can use a 
mixture of Cuprox and Zitox as a dual purpose spl-ay. 

The combination will be further tested under field con
ditions, but it is interesting to note that Cuprox and Zitox 
can be used combined or as separate sprays at very 
short intervals, without risk of damage. 

Gibberellic Acid 

Trials with Gibberellic. A-cid were continued during the 
1959-60 season with interesting results, which will be 
made available in industry publications. 

It has been shown that large seedless Currants with 
a norrp.al sugar content can be produced by using both a 
P.C.P.A. spray and a weak Gibberellic Acid spray contain
ing 2.5 p.p.m. This appears to have commercial possi
bilities, and the results of further trials will be awaited 
with considerable interest. Our thanks are due to f:C.I. 
for making Gibberellic Acid available to the Department 
of Agriculture and the G.S.I.R.O. for the purpose -of 
these trials. 

Spraye1d and Cinctured Currants 

Following upon a report that some growers had obtained 
heavy Currant crops from: vines which had been sprayed 
with P.C.P.A. and simultaneously cinctured with a single 
cut, the Committee made further enquiries, and referred 
the question to the C.S.I.R.O. 

A ·rep-ort from Mr. Penman stated that the practice of 
cincturing plus spraying could not be recommended, as 
it -produced a Currant with a soft seed, which might be 
viewed with disfavour in the United Kingdom market. 

Furthermore, it was considered there would be no great 
increase in dry weight, under identical conditions, from 
vines treated in this manner over those receiving normal 
treatment. 

Vinegar Fly Control 

In further trials during the past season it was found 
that certain sprays proved of value in conti'olling Vinegar 
Fly in fruit on drying racks. 

Pressure Treated Rot Proofed Trellis Timber 

Further investigations were carried out, but with the 
introduction of 6 and 7 ft. steel pickets to- the Industry, 
it was considered there would be little demand for 
Pressure treated timber, mainly because of its higher 
cost of purchase and erection as compared with steel. 
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Plasto Glass 
Samples of Plasto Glass were received from the Mel

bourne agents of a London firm. It was thought that this 
material might- be suitable for use either as ground sheets 
or rack dehydrator curtains. Enquiries, however, disclosed 
that the cost was prohibitive. 

Hard Head Thistle 

Investigations were made in conne-ction with the con
trol of hard head thistle and a spray formula was made 
available to the Industry. At the suggestion of this Com
mittee, the District Council of The A.D.F.A. approached 
the Shire of. Milu.dra in ·regard to the control of noxious 
weeds, and following upon this, the Shire has stated it 
will as&ist in cleaning up road boundaries, and allow 
the grower the use of such land, provided he keeps it 
free of all weeds. 

Rust Preventative for Bulk Hot Dip Tanks 

After making enquiries from various manufacturers, 
the Commit-t;ee was able to recommend to growers the 
use of Castor Oil, as a rust preventative on steel plate 
bulk dip tanks. 

Control of Algae in Channels 

Through the District Council of The A.D.F.A., the 
Committee asked the South Australian Water Authorities 
for advice regar-ding the control of algae in channels, and 
also discussed the matter with the local water authorities. 
It was learned that the u~e of copper sulphate is recom-

mend@d in these circumstances, but the question of cost 
had to be taken into consideration. 

Crop Yield' Variations 
F-ollowing upon the unusual variation in yields during 

the 1960 Season, the Committee suggested to the 
C.S.I.R.O. and the Department of Agriculture that a 
questionnaire should be drawn up for submission- to 
growers in the hope of finding.~the reason for this vari
ability. The questionnaire will deal with all aspects of 
cultural and harvestin~ -operations, and if completed 
by a fair cross-section of growers, might disclose some 
common factor or factors having a bearing on yield. 

Chelate 138 
Commercial supplies of Iron Chelate 138 became avail

able during the year, and experience has shown that this 
material appears to cure Iron Chlorosis in vines and 
citrus. No evidence has been produced to indicate pei·
manency. 

Once again I would like to express. the thanks of the 
Committee to the State Departments of Agricultm·e and 
the C.S.I.R.O. for carrying out the trials and research 
work connected with the various problems dealt with, 
and to the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission 
for valuable advice on irrigation and drainage. Without 
this co-operation the Committee could achieve very little. 

I would also like to thank our Secretary for car:ry;ing 
out the greate·r part of the work involved in conducting 
the affairs of the Committee in a most efficient manner. 

GIBBERELLIC ACID 
Its Effect in Combination with P.C.P.A. in Increasing Yield of Dried Currants at Merbein, 

1960 Harvest 
Report by Vietor'ian Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. R. H. Lloyd, Ho"rticultural Research Officer of the 
Victorian Department of Agriculture, continued his. trials 
with Gibberellic Acid during the 1959-60 Season. This 
enabled a close examination of some of the interesting 
possib,ilities revealed in- his work of the previous season 
and this work is described herein. 

Treatment* used were two strengths of G.A., 2~ p.p.m. 
and 5 p.p.m. applied as bunch sprays following no~mal 
P.C.P.A. application at 20 p.p.m .. These two treatments 
were compared with the P.C.P.A. normal application at 
lOOo/o capfall as control. 

Results: 
Highly significant yield increases of Dried Currants 

were obtained with both G.A.-P.G.P.A. combinations ·over 
the P.C.P.A. control. This increase in both cases was 
greater than .30% more dried fruit per acre than the 
P.C.P.A. However, the 5 p.p.m. G.A. gave only 4o/o _more 
than the 2~ p.p.m. G.A. This difference was n-ot significant 
and would inmcate no value in doubling the streng-th from 
2i-5 p.p.m. In faet the 5 p.p.m. treatment on the most 
vigorous vines tended to promote too large berry sizes. 

The average yield increase over the whole trial was 
from 33 cwt. for P.C.P.A. t-o 43~ cwt. for 2i G.A.
P.C.P.A. and 4H cwt. for 5 G.A.-P.C.P.A. 

Dividing the trial equally into halves, one-half with the 
most vigorous vines and the other half the weaker vines 
the yield increases -were for vigorous-from P.C.P.A. at 
39 cwt. to 49 and 51~ Cwt. per acre. For weaker vines 
from 27i cwt. for P.C.P.A. to 36i'< and 38 cwt. 'Per acre 
for the two G.A.-P.C.P~A. treatments respectively. 

Plots to demonstrate the effect of P.G.P.A. showed an 
increase of 14 cwt-e.g., from 25 cwt. for Nil treatment 
to 39 cwt. for P.C.P.A. on fairly strong vines. This shows 
that the P:C,P.A. was working well under the conditions 
of this trial. 
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The pe'rcentage of berries with seeds was only 0.2 o/o 
in random samples taken from the lal'gest of the G.A. 
treated jruit. 

There was no noticeable 'difference in rain damage 
between the G.A. treatment and the normal P.C.P.A. 
treated fruit. The large G.A. treated fruit had corres
pondingly larger stems. 

A separate trial to evaluate the effect of G.A. applica
tion a fortnight before flowering in loosening bunches 
yielded a negative result, and· showed no beneficial effect 
for prevention of 'rain damage. 

Colour and grade of the dried product were similar 
in all treatments. All were graded as 3 crown. 

C'ontrol of Berry Size 

Owing t-o a proportion of large fruit from the stronger 
treatment on vigorous vines, the next larger sizing riddle 
over the regulation No. 13 was used to _process the fruit. 
The progress of this fruit on the overseas market will be 
followed with interest. However, by using a lower 
strength it should be possible to keep berry size to a 
practical 'maximum without being too large. 

Low concentrations of G.A. in combination with 
P.C.P.A. may ultimately be the best method of applica
tion and this possibility will be examined. 

Suggested ·concentrations for G.A. when used with 
P.C.P.A.:-

Weak villes .. 
Medium vigour 
Str-ong vines .. 

. ; . 

. ' 
20-5 p.p.m. G.A. 
2-2i p.p.m . 
1-2 p.p.m . 

Iron Chlorosis Work, 1959-60 Season 

Research workers of the Victorian- Department of 
Agriculture have 'been investigating this ptoblem for 
several years. In the lime-rich and alkaline soils of the 
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Mallee many horticultural plants show ir-on deficiency 
symptoms becoming unhealthy and unproductive. After 
trying many treatments, two treatments warranted furR 
ther investigation, and work with these is reported herein. 

Iron Chelates 
A large range of iron chelates (complex organic iron 

compounds) have been tried under Mallee conditions, 
After much difficulty Mr. P. Baxter, Horticultural Re
search Officer of the Victorian Department of Agricul
ture, was able to obtain small samples of Sequestrene 
Fe 1.38 (often referred to as Chel 138). These samples 
showed this to be a most Useful material. Shortly after
wards The A.D.F.A. Problems Committee was successful 
in obtaining sufficient material to enable more extensive 
trials. 

Using this material, Mr. R. H. Lloyd, Horticultural 
Research Officer of the Victorian Department of Agri
culture, carried out. further trials in the 1959-60 Season, 
and these are re_ported herein, As a result of Mr. Lloyd)s 
work and his discussions with representatives of agri
cultural chemical firms, commercial quantities of this 
Chelate were imported to Australia and made available 
to growers. 

Following treatment the treated vines made vigorous 
cane growth whereas untreated vines failed to make 
any useful growth. Whereas the untreated vines have 
no crop prospect for the coming season the treated ones 
appear .very promising and this will be followed with 
interest, 

Method of Application 
Foliage application of Chel. 138 has not proved suc

cessful and all the a·bove treatments were applied in 
furrows in the soil and watered· in. 

Iron Sulphate· Sprays 

Following his earlier promising results, Mr. A. J. 
Heslop, Senior Field Officer of the Victorian Department 
of Agriculture, continued his investigations with 1% 
iron sulphate sprays on severely chlorotic Sultana vines 
at Vinifera. 

Sultana VineS-Vinifera 
The vines were harvested the year previously to de

termine their uniformity. The chlorotic vines were split 
up into 16 :plots (four panels per row in four rows). These 
plots were grouped to give four groups of four plots, 
each group having approximately equal parts. 

Currant Vines-Mildura 
(F. O'Connor, Irymple) 

Treatment Iron Chlorosis Rating (0 - healthy-5 ~ severe) 

Applied No. Vines 
2/12/59 2/12/59 20/1/60 17/2/60 6/4/60 

C ontro!s ( 1) .. 2 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.5 
Controls ( 2) .. 3 4.8 3.7 3.2 2.8 
1 oz. Ch. 138 2 3.0 1.75 1.25 1.0 
2 oz. Ch. 138 2 4.2 2.5 1.5 1.2 
4 oz. Ch. 138 2 4.5 1.2 0.2 0.2 

Mild ora--Citrus 

Property No. Applic. Av. Init. 
Av. Rating 

=Rep. 
Treatment Trees Date Rating 

1/12/59 17/2/60 6/4/60 

1 Controls .. .. 8 3.6 3.4 :-l. 2.9 

(B. Hollick) 4 oz. Ch. 138 2 10/11/59 4.2 4.0 2.0 1.2 

. 

Av. Rating 
11/1/60 17/2/60 

2 Controls (1) .. 4 
. 

1.4 
. 

1.4 1.8 
(WI Murray) Controls (2) .. 9 3.5 3.6 3.8 

2 oz. ·Ch. 138 1 2!-12/59 4.0 1.5 0.5 
4 oz. Ch. 138 2 2M2/59 4.2 2.0 1.0 
8 oz. Ch. 138 1 2/;12/59 4.5 1.5 0.5 

-
15/1/6'0 7/4/60 

3 Gontro!s .. .. 10 2.4 2.2 2.3 
(P. Hoyle) 8 oz. Ch. 138 1 20'/12/59 4.0 1.0 0.5 

4 oz. Ch. 138 2 •.201/12/59 2.2 1-0 1.0 
2 oz. Ch. 138 2 20/12/59 2.5 1.5 1.2 

Average for the Three Properties-Improvement in Numerical Rating: 
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Controls Nil 
Ch. 138 2 oz./tree + 2.4 

4 oz./tree + 2.50 
8 oz./tree + 3.70 

Rating 
Impr-ovement 

to 6/4/60 

+ 0.2 

+ 2.0 

+ 2.0 

+ 3.0 

+ 4.3 

Av. Rating 
Improvement 

6/4/60 

+ 0.7· 

+ .3.0 

17/2/60 

-0.4 

- 0.3 
+ 3.5 
+ 3.2 
+ 4.0 

17/2/60 

+ 0.1 

+ 3.5 

+ 1.2 

+ 1.3 
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Fresh Wei~ht Fresh Weight % Increase 
Group of Yield 1959 !bs.) Treatment % Increase over control Yield 1960 Plots (before treat- (Applied Oct., 1959) (lbs.) -over 1959 1960 crop 

ment) 

A (12 vines) 93.0 Iron Sulphate, lo/o 

c (12 vines') 80.5 Iron Sulphate, lo/o 

B. (12 vines) 84.5 Control 

D (12 vines) 86.0 Control 
' 

. 

Visual observations on this trial showed some burn 
from the spray but rapid regeneration occurred after
wards and the treated vines surpassed the untreated 
ones and actually flower-ed earlier. 

Untreated vines had chlorosis ratings from !-3 after 
the treatments whereas the treated -ones did not show 
chlorosis symptoms. 

spray 168.5 81%1 39.6% 

spray 166.0 106% s 
128.5 52.5% l -
111.0 29.0% s 

The yield of treated vines was a-pp1·oximately 4 cwt. 
dry weight per acre better than the untreated vines 
which yielded approximately 10 cwt. dry weight per 
acre. Vines in this planting are affected by excess salt 
and boron to some extent in addition to iron chlorosis. 
After several years of tl•eatment there may 'be still 
greater yield increases as the increased vigour builds up 
the vines. 

MALEIC HYDRAZIDE AND GRAPE VINES 
'An Epitome from an Article in the "Journal of the Australian Institute of Agricultural Science" 

supplied by the Co.mmonwea:Ith Resear.ch Station, Merbein. 

Maleic hydrazide (M.H.) is a chemical compound 
which is .soh1etimes used as a growth inhibitor. It reduces 
root growth, inhibits the growth of strawberry runners, 
and stops sprouting of stored onions, potatoes and carrots. 

Mr. P. MaY, of the Commonwealth Research Station, 
Merbein, recently published a paper on the effect of 
M.H. on the rooting of Sultana vine cuttings.l 

M.H. was a·pplied either (a) directly to the cuttings (by 
soaking the basal ends for 24 hours in solutions of the 
appropriate concentration) or (b) by .satura6ng the 
potting medium prior to planting. 

FOur concentrations of M.H. were used, namely 200, 
50, 12 and 3 parts per million. The fifth treatment 
employed tap water only, this being the control. Each 
treatment was applied to ten cuttings. 

Both 2-bud arid S.~bud cuttings were used, in both 
cases Ie·aving only the·~ top bud. AU cuttings were planted 
in pots and kept in a glasshouse. 

It was found that M.H., in the higher doses, seriously 
inte.rfered. with both root and shoot gTowth. In the case 
-of the 200 p.p.m. and· 50 p.p.m. treatments applied to 
the potting medium before planting, all cuttings failed 
to develop both roots and shoots.· Where the 200 p.p.m. 
treatment was applied directly to the cuttings, only one 
of the ten cuttings developed roots, these weighing 0. 05 
gram, compared with a mean weight of 4.85 gram in the 
control cuttings. 

These results indicate that the presence of even small 
amounts of M.H. would be undesirable in treated soil 
that may be later· used in propagating Sultana cuttings. 

Further observations on the effect of M.H. solutions 

on grape vines were published recently by Huglin and 
Julliard.2 M.H., in a solution of 3000 p.p.m., sprayed 
onto vines at harvest time, caused many buds to remain 
completely dormant in the following Spring. Shoots 
developing from the buds which did burst dfsvlayed 
stunted gr-owth, leaf deformations and double nodes·. 
When applied at 1500 p.p.m., bud-burst was delayed 
from two to six days; M.H. sprayed onto the vines im
mediately before flowering, virtually _stopped shoot 
growth in both treatments (3000 p.p.m. and 1500 p.p.m), 
growing points d1·ied up, and leaves showed necrotic 
margins. After flowering, there was an almost total berry 
drop. 

From their results, the authors of this paper conclude 
that M.H. is unsuitable for viticultural work. For ex
ample, it could not be used effectively in delaying bud
burst, as it appears to have a threshold effect. That is, 
at and above a certain cOncentration, its . effect are too 
drastic; below this concentration, the effects· are negli
gible. 

However, it is conside1•ed that even a short delay in 
bud-burst may be worthwhile in certain l'estricted locali
ties in this country. In ·the "frost pocket" areas in par
ticular, a delay of say one week, might -often ensu're that 
newly-formed shoots escape frost damage. 

References: 

1 P. May. "Inhibition of rooting by maleic hydrazide". 
J. Aust. Inst. Agric. Sci., Vol. 25, No. 4~pages 305-306', 
December, 1959. 

2 P. Huglin and B. Julliard. "Action de !'hydrazide 
maleique, sur la vigne". Vitis 2: 65-70, 1959. 

FERMENTATION OF THE COLD DIP USED FOR 
DRYING SULTANAS 

By R. J. L. Martin and M. Grncarevic 
The follo.win~ in its original form was published in the 

"Journal of the Australian Institute of Agricultural 
Scien.ce", Vol. 25, No. 3~pages 222w223, September, 
1959. 

The cold dip in general use for dipping Sultanas is 
alkaline, containing about 2E% potassium carbonate. 
When rain-damaged fruit is p-assed through the dip, the 
liberated grape juice tends to reduce this alkalinity. 
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If the reduction in alkalinity progresses far enough, a 
point is reached where conditionS are favourable for the 
fermentation of the aCCumulated grape sugars in the 
dip. Large quantities of foul-smelling gases are evolved, 
the dip becomes acid, and the oil-water emulsion breaks 
down. In this condition the dip is useless and must be 
renewed. 

Fermentation of contaminated dips was '?'idespread in 
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the 1950 drying season and was desCribed by Penman and 
Oldham ( 1954). 

In 1955 the Sultana cro.p again suffered severe rain 
damage and growers were advised to prevent fermenta~ 
tion of their dipS: by adding enough caustic potash 
solution to maintain a blue colour with thymolphthalein 
indicator paper (Orton, 1951). 

However, officers of the Department of Agriculture, 
Victoria, during their visits to growers, made the fol
lowing observations: 

(a) Excessive quantities of caustic potash were re
quired to maintain a blue colour with the indicator 
paper. 

(b) some growers had not used caustic potash as 
recommended, yet their dips showed no signs of 
fermentation, and dipping was suc-cessful. 

As a revised recommendation appeared necessary, 
seven three-gallon dips (2% dipping oil, 2!% pota:ssimn 
carbonate) were prepared. To these were added, respec
tively, 4, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20 and 23 pe"r cent. grape juice. 
Each solution in a four-gallon drum, was left to stand 
at atmosphe1•ic temperature in the shade. Periodically, the 
alkalinity ((·r acidity) was measm·ed with a pH meter. 

It was found that fOr all concentrations of 'gTape juice, 
the alkalinity of the dip gradually diminished. If this 
gradual decrease in alle&linity progressed beyond a certain 
point (approximately pH 9.3), further changes were 
rapid, and these were accompanied by fermentation. 

Fermentation Was apparent in the dips containing i 1 
to 23 per cent. grape juice. 

With the dips containing 4 and 8 per cent. grape juice, 
the alkalinity did not decrease to the critical point ove1' 
a 48-day period, and· there· were no signs of fermentation. 

For comparison, a 500-gallon bulk ·cold dip was kept 
under observation. This dip was in use for the normal 
dipping of sound fruit containing only a small percentage 
of berries damaged in handling. Over a 12-day period it 
was found that the changes in alkalinity were not su:ffi~ 
cient to affect the performance of the dip, 

From the above results it is concluded that unless 
hirge amounts of badly damaged fruit are being treated, 
there is little likelihood of the dip fermenting duri~ 
the harvesting season. 

Nevertheless, it is advisable, es·pecially if damaged 
fruit is being dipped, to check the reaction (i.e., pH) 
occasionally. To ensul'e that there is no fermentation, 
the pH should be maintained at 9.5 or hig·her. The indi~ 
cator papers found to be most suitable .are: 

Riedel-de _Haen pH 'range 9 to 13 
Johnson pH range 8.4 to 10.0 
B.D.H. pH range 8.5 to 10.0 

References: 
Penman, F and Oldham, F. (1954)-Drying of vine 

fruits. J. Dept .. Agric. Vic., 5-2; 57-67. 
Orton, E. C. (1951)-The effect of age on cold diP. 

Australian Dried Fruit News, 26 (1) 29-33. 

A view o.f part of the ·new Adelaide Show exhibit. As The A.D.F.A. now has its own build~ng a co:ffipr-e;. 
hensive, display was possibl_e and attracted many interested visitors. 
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A WARNING ON SPRAYING 
To the ''Farmers' Newsletter" issued by the Irrigation Research and Extension Committee, C.S.I.R.O., Griffith, 

N.S.W., we are indebted to _two articles calling attention to the hazards of handling orchard sprays, 
In March 1960 there appeared an article uTake Care With Hormone Sprays"· and in the following month the 

arresting heading "It's Better to be Uncomfortable Than Dead", preceded another warning. 
For the benefit of growers, these articles are now re-published at. the request of .the Merbein Research Station's 

Consultative Committee. · 

TAKE CARE WI1H HORMONE SPRAYS 
"Considerable care should be taken when using hor

mones in or near susceptible crops or pasture plants," 
warns Leeton District Agronomist, J. E. Jessup. 

Mr. Jessup said that while hormone he'rbicides, particu
larly 2,4-D, are now regarded as a useful aid to irrigation 
farm management, the operative word was "herbicide". 

"Herbicide" means something that kills herbs, and this 
means that many crop and pasture plants are sensitive
just as sensitive as the more susceptible weeds. . . 

The greatest danger of damage oCCurs when weeds 
are being sprayed near to very susceptible crops such as 
vegetables and ornamental shrubs. 

Cumbungi is often controlled with ester formulations 
of 2,4-D and these are often used at relatively high 
pressure. 

Rules to use with Hormone Sprays 

Use low volatile forms of hormones for the more sus-
ceptible weeds. 

Spray at correct growth stage of crop and weed. 
Use the recommended rate of application. 
'With susceptible ·crops nearby, spray when cool and 

with wind blowing away from susceptible crop. 
Use the minimum pressure required for 1 efficient pene

tration; avoid directing• the spray into the air. 

Thoroughly cleanse equipment ·after hormone spraying. 
Do not store hormones near seeds, fertilisers, insecti

cides. 
When in doubt, -contact your District· Agronomist. 
<~under these conditions," warned Mr. Jes~lip, "ex

treme care should be taken; spray on a cool day, pre
ferably when there is a wind blowing away from the 
susceptible cr-op." 

He said that esters constitute the greatest danger from 
spreading of vapour and advised that less volatile forms 
should be used on the more susceptible weeds. 

"The danger of contamination from the spray equip:. 
ment is so gTeat that it is advi,sa'ble to maintain separate 
equipment solely for hormone spraying," he declared, 

If the unit has to be used for other sprays then the 
closest attention is needed when cleaning it out, particU
larly if it will be used for ·pest or disease control on 
susceptible crops. 

·Close Care in Cleaning 
Tank lines, screens, pump and nozzles sh-ould be thor

oughly flushed -and rinsed with water. 
The tank should be cleansed with hot water with house

hold ammonia added at the rate of two teaspoons p~r 
quart of water added. · 

When esters have been used the equipment should be 
rinsed with kerosene; after draining, the equipment 
should be rinsed several times with hot soapy water. 

This attractive exhibit at the International Food Fair, Melbourne, caught the eyes of many visitors. Attend· 
ance at The A.D.F.A. 'rdisplay was very encouraging. 
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IT'S BETTER TO BE UNCOMFORTABLE THAN DEAD 
A wave of concern swept the M.I.A. recently aS a re

sult of reports of se'rious illness feared caused by the 
absorption of orchard sprays. 

Sequel was the visit by Dr. D. C. Trainor, medical 
officer, and Mr. T. Jones, chemist, of N.S.W. Public 
Health Department. 

Following anangements made by I.R.E.C. they had 
talks with farmers, research and extension o~cers ~nd 
medical practitioners. They watched spraymg bemg 
carried out in orchards and summed up their findings at 
a meeting held at C.S.I.R.O. Ir:rigation Research Station. 

The meeting was attended by ten officers of N.S.W. 
Department of AgTiculture, six C.S.I.R.O. officers, four 
spray firm representatives, field officer of Griffith Pro
ducers' Co-operative and the secretary of I.R.E.C. 

Theae are the Signa 
In opening the discussion. Mr. Eric R. Hoare, Officer

in-Charge of C.S.I.R.O., who presided, said, 41Farmers 
are worried bec·ause o:f recent reports of illness and 
everyone connected with the fruit industry is anxious 
to know what risks are being run/'· C.S.I.R.O. had a 
special interest because one of their experimental officers 
had been affected. 

Dr. Trainor said there were three main groups .of spray 
materials with which they were concerned from the 
danger. point Of view. 

The first group were the di-nitro compounds which in
cluded such &prays as D.N.C. and D.N.O.G. 

Used in spray form these chemicals. could get onto 
the skin from which they were easily and rapidly absorbed 
in toxic amounts. 

Symptoms might 'be seve·re from the start or they might 
appear up to two days from the last contact. 

Most prominent symptoms were insomnia, sweats, 
thirst, green colour in the urine and loss of weight, and 
extremely high temperature in which death could occur. 

Price of Beauty Too High 
Dr. Trainor commented, "The chemical was onCe used 

as a slimming agent but found to be too dangerous and 
discontinued. The price -of beautY was too high." 

The second group of chemicals were the chlorinated 
hydrocarbons of which Aldrin and Dieldrin were well
known examples. 

There were many of this gToup and they varied greatly 
in thei:r degree of toxicity,· Some of the substances were 
not very toxic in themselves but were .often combined 
with solvents which were. 

"They are cumulative poisons,'' he went on, "and they 
accumulate in the body by becoming dissolved in the body 
fat. The symptoms of poisoning range from a mild irrita
bility to convulsions which resemble epileptic fits. They 
therefore belong to the group known- as cerebral con
vulsants. 

"There is no way of determining just how much of 
the chlorinated hydrocarbons has been absorbed. The only 
method is to remove a piece of fat and analyse it but this 
is such a difficult and complicated procedure that it is 
not generally applicable." . 

The group of pestiddes which had aroused most 
interest and which had ·really necessitated the investi
gators' visit was that known as the organic phosphates 
or phosphatic esters. 

Parathion is a well-known member of this group but 
there are many other chemically related substances. These 
vary greatly in toxicity and while there is considerable 
danger in some, there. is some danger in them all and 
they have to 'be used with caution. · 

"We have seen some spraying here,"· Dr. Trainor re
ported, "and it seems as if no precautions are being 
taken. 
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"We were standing between ,.60 and 70 feet from the 
sprayer and were getting covered in spray. The· three 
men concerned were using strong jets and spraying from 
directly opposite sides of the tree. 

"This meant they were spraying each other while the 
man on ·the platform ·above was spraying them both." 

It was necessary for safety to wear hat, gloves, over
. alls of a non~porous material, respirator_ and goggles. 

"It's, no use saying that these things can't be use-d 
o~ the M.I.A. because it's too hot. They are used under 
sim.J.Iar conditions. elsewhere, including U.S.A.," Dr. 
Trainor declared. 

Stressing the dangers associated with careless spraying, 
he said there had been five deaths in Queensland among 
people using pentachlorphenol to spray pineapples. 

The deaths had come about from using -chemicals con-· 
sidered safe elsewhere but they had proved fatal to the 
Queenslanders concerned because they wore shorts on 
the job, had scratched their legs on the pines and the 
spray had entered their systems. 

He stressed that ,organic phqsphates were not cumu
lative poisons in the sense that the chlorinated hydro
carbons were. The phosphatic compounds exercised their 
effects by lowering the cholinesterase level of the blood. 
This reduCtion of cholinesterase caused an accumulation 
of acetylcholine. This resulted in a certain type of nervoUs 
over action resulting in nausea vomiting, cramps in the 
abdomen and blurring of vision, and in extreme cases un
consciousness and death. 

Symptoms usually occurred when the cholinesterase 
level fell belo'w 50 per cent. and usually in the region 
of 30-40 per cent. Until this level was l'eached symptoms 
did not as a rule appear. 

This meant that a person could be getting repeated 
,small doses and that the cholinesterase level could be 
quietly falling, then an additional exposure could push 
it below the critical level and the symptoms of poisoning 
could occur. 

Dr. Trainor said he and Mr. Jones had considered the 
question as to why poisoning was not more common in the 
M.I.A. considering that so few· precautions were taken, 
and ·had come to the conclusion that as the spraying is 
usually done quickly, over a <lay or so, there was rapid 
absorption of the poison. The cholinesterase level dropped 
but not to a critical level and then recovered \Vithout the 
development of symptoms. 

The fact that some people were doing this and "getting 
away with it"' did not prove l;owever, that it was good 
praCtice, it merely showed that they had so far been 
lueky and how long such luck would hold he was not 
prepa'red to say. 

When ·phosphatic ester poisoning first made its appear
ance there was only one treatment and that was the 
giving of large doses. of atropine. This acted by blocking 
the nerve endings and stopping the nervous over-activHy. 

More recently however, another antidote had been 
discovered-P.A.M. (Pyridine 2-aldoxime methiodide). 
This was much more reliable for treatment ·as it re
activated the depleted cholinesterase. 

Mr. Jones said that prevention was much bette1· than 
cure and the whole ques.tion of prevention was tied uu 
with adequate clothing-gloves, ·boots, clean overallS, 
respirators were needed and banier creams were often 
useful. 

Danger in Containers 

He .had. noticOO, for example, that concentrate sprayers 
drove back through their own drift. 

He said that regular cholineste·rase tests were nor
mally carried out in U.S.A. and when it was noticed 
the levels were dropping the men concerned were warned 
off spraying. 
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Discussion referred to rigid laws on spray precautions 
operating in U. K., Germany and in U.S.A. where after 
60 deaths from organic phosphate spraying laws were 
introduced making blood tests compulsory and licences 
needed to buy such things as parathion. H.E.T.P. and 
systox. 

Department of Public Health did not have staff or 
facilities to handle routine tests for all N.S.W. and it 
was better in any case to have local and more handy 
facilities for testing. 

He said the first case '*of parathion poisoning had 
occurred through a woman eating orange peel which 
contained spray residue. Medical officers had declared 
that everybody in the civilised world had D.D.T. in the 
fat deposits of the body but they" did not yet know what 
effect it might have in the long term. 

He emphasised the need for clothing precautions on the 
M.I.A.· and also the danger from empty or partly empty 
spray containers being left around farms. One child a 
day was going into hospital in the Sydney area With 
poisoning as a result, of this kind of carelessness. 

Spray Probe Sequel 

Public Health Department officers strongly recom
·niend protective clothing~ in carrying out orchard 
spraying. 

They have suggested test facilities for the M.I.A. 
to enable on the s,pot blood tests to be made. This 
is being considered hy medical and hospital auth-
orities. ' 

The officers will return during the spray season 
to carry out random sampling of blood to establi.sh 
how much danger there is on the M.f.A. 

NEMATODE CONTROL IN 
VINES 

From Nyah-Woorinen Enquiry Committee's 
29th Annual Report 

In recent seasons, large numbers of rooted vines pro~ 
duced in the Murray Valley have be.en found to be 
infested with root-knot nematodes. These nematodes, 
which form galls on the vine roots, are now recognised 
as often being· an important factor in the decline of some 
old vineyards and the failure of new plantings. 

The rejection of large numbers of infested vines has 
caused shortages of rooted vines av'ailable to growers. To 
overcome these shortages and the losses suffered by 
nurserymen, tests were carried out in 1959 on methods 
of eradicating the root-knot nematode froln rooted vines. 

It was found that hot water treatment gave complete 
eradication of the nematodes without damaging the vine. 
Although several temperature-time combinations are pos
sible, the t·ecommended treatment is 125 deg. F. for five -
minutes. 

This treatment has yet to be tested under field con~ 
ditions, but there should bei no difficulties in treating 
large batches of rooted vines provided accurate tempera
ture control of the treatment tank is possible, there is 
an adequate volume of water to ensure good circulation 
and constant temperature when the vines are immersed, 
and the temperature an,d time of treatment are strictly 
adhered to. 

We can·not yet recommend fumigation treatment, of 
existing vineyards, but trials using various dosage rates 
of Nemagon applied in spring and autumn are being 
continued in the Sunraysia district. An eXperimental 
nematicide, EN 18133, which is claimed to be non~ 
phytotoxic and systemic in action:, will be included in 
trials in the coming season. 

Trials using Nemagon on peach trees, which can be 
badly affected by root-knot nematodes, are also being 
conducted. 

J. W. MEAGHER, Plant Pathologist. 
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Another "Wales" Service-
Helping the man on the land 

He cannot bring the rain for you, but you 
may rest assured your "Wales" manager will 

do everything he can to help those on the 
land. His particular training and experience 
have taughf him to know and understand 
rural problems. All over Australia, farmers 
say "You can bank on the jWales' ". 

BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES 
(INCORPORATED l,N NEW SOUTH WALES WITH LIMITED- I.IABIUT\') 

FIRST BANK 
IN AUSTRA,LIA 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



The A.D.F.A. Marching Girls with numerous trophies attractively pose for photographer F. Zaetta, Mil~ 
dura. They were the best Victorian team at last Easter's Australian Championships and propose to repeat their 
success in Tasmania next Easter. Left to right: Mr. J. Denham (Instructor), Misses P. Hayles, V. Walters, W. 
Plowman, M. Lane, A. McKenzie, A. Mulder (Leader), B. Scheele, L. Lane, R. Griffiths, M. Roberts, M. Marshall, 
Mrs. R. Hayles (Chaperone). 

IRON SULPHATE SPRAYS ON SULTANA VINES 
From Nyah-Woorinen Enquiry Committee's 29th Annual Report. 

Following earlier promising results, investigations with one per cent. iron sulphate sprays on severely 
chlorotic Sultana vines at E. Boulton's Vinifera property were continued. 

1959-60 Results: This was a year when iron deficiency symptoms were more in evidence than in the previous 
year. The vines had been harvested in the 1957-58 season to determine their uniformity. The chlorotic vines were 
then split up into 16 plots (four panels per row in four rows). These plots were grouped to give four groups 
of four plots, each group having approximately equal parts, 

Group. of 
Plots 

A (12 vines) 

C (12 vines) 

B (12 vines) 
D (12 vines) 

Fresh Wt. 
Yield 1958 

(lb •. ) 
(Before 

Treatment) 
93.0 

80.5 

84.5 
86.0 

Treatment 
(Applied 

Oct. 1959) 
Iron Sulphate 

1% Spray 
Iron Sulphate 

1% Spray 
Control 
Control 

Fresh Wt. 
Yield 1960 

(lbs.) 
168.5 

166.0 

128.5 
111.0 

%Increase 
% Increase over con-

over trol 1960 
1958 crop 
81%) 39.6% 

106%? 
) 

52.5%) 
29.0%) 

Visual observations on this trial shOwed some burn from the spray, but rapid regeneration occurred after
wards and the treated vines surpassed the untreated ones and actually flowered earlier. 

Untreated vines had chlorosis ratings from ~ to 3 after the treatments, whereas the treated ones did not 
show chlorosis symptoms. 

The yield of treated vines was approximately 4 cwt. dry weight per acre better than the untreated vines, 
which yielded approximately 10 cwt. dry weight per acre. Vines in this planting are affected by excess salt and 
boron to some extent in addition to iron chlorosis. After several years of treatmE>nt there may be still greater yield 
increases as the increased vigour builds up the vines, A. J. HESLOP, Senior Field Officer. 
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BOB (BP PICK-A-BOX) DYER SAYS , , • 

"when 
you pick BP 

you pick 
the best!" 

TRACTOR FUELS and 
BP ENERGOL LUBRICANTS 
used and proved all over the world 

• BP PETROLS- containing BENZOL • BP DIESOLEUM 

e BP POWER KEROSINE e BP ENERGOL TRACTOR OIL UNIVERSAL 

e A full range of BP ENERGOL oils • BP ENERGREASE 

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL BP AGENT 
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