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A.D.F.A. Board Visits South Australia 
The Chairman, Mr. H. D. Howie, and Messrs. Malloch and Winterbottom, mem

bers of the Board of Management of the Australian Dried Fruits Association, address
ed large and representative meetings of growers at Renmark and Glossop on August 
27 and 28. Opinions were freely expressed that the addresses and replies to questions 
constituted the best case for organisation of the primary producer put up for many 
years. 

The Renmark meeting held under the 
chairmanship of Mr. H. Newstead, of Block 
E, Agricultural Bureau, was attended by a 
good number of growers who were selling their 
fruit outside the A.D.F.A. and also by repre
sentatives of the Independent Packers of South 
Australia. This made the meeting all the more 
intere·sting, as the speakers were able to push 
home the Association viewpoint and ideals to 
growers who were actually acting in opposi
tion and supporting the parties in South Aus
tralia that have entered law suits against the 
control legislation with the object of smashing 
it down and leaving the growers the prey of 
disorganised marketing. The effect of this 
form of marketing can be seen in California 
today, where Thompson's Se·edless sultanas are 
being offered on the British market' at 17/9 
per cwt c.i.f. and prunes (90-100) at 11/
per cwt. c.i.f. These prices cannot leave more 
than £8 per ton to the grower of Thompson's 
and £1 to the prune grower. 

AD.F.A. CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS 
Mr. Howie, in the opening address to the 

meeting, dealt with the Export Control 
Board and its work in organising the market
ing of the huge tonnage· that is now sold in 
the export markets. He referred to the law 
suit commenced in the High Court of Aus
tralia by Messrs. Crowe and Newcombe, 
Robetn Packing Co., Clare Fruit' Packers, 
McLaren Vale Fruit Packers, T. S. Bowen, 
Matthew Jonnson, A. E. Hall and Co. and B. 
H. Mattiski, in which they were directly at
tacking the validity of the Dried Fruits Ex
port Control Act, 1924-25 and the regula
tions thereunder. 

The·se firms had subsequently issued a cir
cular stating they were not opposed to con
trol, but their action and the wording of the 
case put forward showed differently because 
they had applied to the High Court asking the 
court to declare the ac-r ultra vires. SURELY 
THIS WAS A DIRECT EFFORT TO 
SMASH CONTROL. THE TRUTH OF 
THE MATTER WAS THAT THEY WANT
ED CONROL WHEN IT SUITED THEM, 
BUT WHEN IT DID NOT THEY WERE 
AGAINST IT. 

EQUITY FOR ALL 

markets were Great Britain, Canada and New 
Zealand, all of which carried different prefer
ences and were subject to different exchange 
rates and conditions of sale. It was essential 
to the best interests of the industry that each 
of these markets should be utilise·d in the best 
possible manner and the only way that this 
could be done under the present difficult posi
tion of world trading was to make regulations 
which assured that every grower, packer or 
shipper received an equitable proportion of 
each market. The Board did this and supplies 
representing 9 5 pe·r cent. of the total tonnage 
produced in Australia had not found the least 
difficulty in complying with these regulations, 
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and, yet, the five per cent. represented by the 
Independent Packers in South Australia stat
ed that they could not carry on their business. 
The facts were that they did not want to 
comply or make any effort to comply. 

The Canadian market offered the most favor
able outlet; New Zealand, just as essential as 
a market, was not quite so favorable because 
there is no exchange. THEREFORE, THESE 
PEOPLE WANTED TO SELECT AND IG
NORE NEW ZEALAND JUST AS IT 
SUITED THEM. THESE PAR TIES CLAIM 

1925 to 1933 Iteturns 
Currants .... 
Sultanas 
Lexias 

Commonwealth 
£51 0 8 

55 19 3 
37 7 1 

Commonwealth Consumption: Currants 
Sultanas 

THAT THEY HAD BUILT UP THE 
CANADIAN BUSINESS; THIS WAS ALL 
NONSENSE. IT WAS THE PREFERENCE 
GRANTED BY THE CANADIAN GOV-. 
ERNMENT WHICH HAD ALLOWED 
THE EXCELLENT BUSINESS WE HAD 
ESTABLISHED WITH THE SISTER 
DOMINION. IT WAS ABSURD FOR THE 
INDEPENDENT PACKERS WITH A PACK 
OF UNDER 3,000 TONS TO TAKE TO 
THEMSELVES THE CREDIT OF DE
VELOPING THE CANADIAN MARKET 
WHICH TAKES 14,000 TONS OF AUS
TRALIAN DRIED FRUITS. 

It was the preference which made the busi
ness possible at all, the·refore it was only fair 
that all growers should share pro rata. The 
A.D.F.A. stood four square for absolute equal
ity of treatment for both inside and outside 
growers, but the INDEPENDENT PACK
ERS WANTED SOMETHING MORE 
THAN EQUITY AND HAD STATED IN 
THEIR LETTER THAT THEY WERE 
PREPARED TO TEST THE LEGALITY OF 
THE ACT IF THEY COULD NOT GET 
IT. 

Mr. Howie concluded his address with a 
stirring appe·al for support of organised mar
keting. He was warmly applauded. 

VALUE OF THE A.D. FA 
Mr. P. Malloch, in opening his address, 

said: 
MOST OF US ARE CONNECTED 

WITH ORGANISATIONS IN WHICH 
WE ARE PREPARED TO CONTRI
BUTE MONEY FOR AN IDEAL OR 
PRINCIPLE. WE HAVE RESPECT 
FOR THE MAN WHO WILL SACRI
FICE MONEY FOR PRINCIPLE. WE 
CAN UNDERSTAND THE MAN WHO 
WILL SACRIFICE PRINCIPLE FOR 
MONEY, BUT WE CAN NEITHER 
RESPECT NOR UNDERSTAND THE 
MAN WHO WILL SACRIFICE BOTH 
PRINCIPLE AND MONEY. THAT IS 
WHAT GROWERS OUTSIDE THE 
RANKS OF THE A.D.F.A. ARE DOING. 
BRIEFLY LOOK AT THE A.D.F.A. AND 
WHAT IT HAS DONE AND IS DOING. 

The principal function of the Association 
is to maintain reasonable prices for Common
wealth sales of dried fruits. 

The following is a recent analysis of Com
monwe·alth and Export' returns· at prices f.o.b. 
Melbourne: 

Export 
£35 6 9 

34 1 1 
26 12 3 

Difference 
£15 13 11 

21 18 2 
10 14 11 Although they objected to all the regula

tions issued the chief objection by outside 
interest was to CLAUSE FIVE, which gave 
POWER TO FIX quotas t:o the VARIOUS 
EXPORT MARKETS. Mr. Howie then show
ed ve·ry clearly the fact that Australia's main 

Lexias ....... . 

3,700 tons @ 
6,500 tons @ 
3,000 tons @ 

£15 13 11 
£21 18 2 
£10 14 11 

£58,073 
142,404 

32,237 

Total . . . . . . . . 13,200 £232,7H 
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The average gain on all fruits is £171 .12/7 
per ton sold on Commonwealth. 

On a pack of 70,000 tons there is a gain of 
£3/6/6 on every ton produced. 

In 11 years, since control operated, the 
legislation and A.D.F.A. haye gained for in
dustry 2i MILLION POUNDS. The figures 
are indisputable and give justification for the 
existence of the A.D.F.A. Messrs. W. B. 
Chaffey, J. J. Lever, A. Rawlings, W. Woods, 
E. C. De Garis, E. J. Roberts and others
if they have done nothing else they have built 
a· marketing structure to be proud of, a struc
ture which Mr. Howie and the rest of the 
A.D.F.A. Board are pi:-oud to be caretakers 
of. 

There are critics of the A.D.F.A. amongst' 
the growers and packers and dealers, but they 
know, and must know in their hearts, that the 
A.D.F.A. and its power to fix prices is es
sential to stability of this industry. But it 
is the power, ·the regulation, they detest, and 
in their own selfish interests they say "To 
hell with restrictions; give us freedom. Free
dom to bUy, freedom to sell-where we can, 
and as best we can, and let the best man 
w1n." They say it is freedom which has built 
up the British character and the British 
nation to its proud position. We MIGHT 
agree to let them have freedom, subject to 
these conditions: Let us, as primary producers, 
have freedom from tariffs, primage, sales tax, 
land tax, income tax, duty tax, Arbitration 
Court' awards, and all the other taxes and costs 
which go to build up our cost of production 
to double and treble the cost of production 
of our competitors in other countries. With 
these restrictions removed, then we might be 
in a position --to let packers, dealers and critics 
have their freedom, but until then let us re
tain the A.D.F.A. But the price of freedom 
under such conditions would be· an impossible 
one to pay. If we cut out the tariff Aus
tralia's imports would come from the coun
tries of cheapest production-Japan and the 
like. We would have to give up our prefer
ential trade treaties with Britain, Canada and 
New Zealand, and our last condition would be 
worse than our first. H we cut out Arbitra
tion Court awards we could get cheaper labor, 
but we all want to see our workers live under 
tolerable conditions. 

No, we must face conditions as they are 
-tariffs, taxes, fair wage awards on the one 
hand, import duties and preferential treaties 
on the other-and keep to our job of getting 
the best possible price in all markets. 

WHAT HARM DOES THE OUTSIDER DO? 
SOME SAY, WHAT HARM DOES 

THE OUTSIDER DO? 
HE IS RESTRICTED AS TO QUOTA 

HE SELLS IN THE COMMONWEALTH. 
HE IS RESTRICTED AS TO PRICE AT 
WHICH HE CAN SELL IN EXPORT 
MARKETS. HE MUST TRY TO GET 
A GOOD RETURN TO GROWER TO 
MAINTAIN HIS BUSINESS. 

This is a fair question for any outsider to 
put, and we must be prepared to answer it. 

Let us briefly examine the two systems of 
marketing: The A.D.F.A., through its 
agents, sells to wholesale houses. The whole
saler rec~ives 9 per cent. distributing com
mission from which he rebates up to 5 per 
cent. to buyers of large parcels of fruit-much 
of his fruit is sold for 4 per cent. remunera
tion. The A.D.F.A. fixes the price at which 
fruit shall be distributed. 

The outsider takes a short cut. He sells 
direct to the retailer, or baker, and claims 
it is good business, as he saves wholesaler costs; 
but he does not save this cost. Year after 
year we receive outsiders' quotations· at the 
opening of the season. It is the retailer, not 
the packer or dealer, who saves the whole
saler's costs. 

The harm to the Association lies in these 
cut prices. Trade is upset; buyers are al
ways on the lookout for cut prices~ Travellers, 
grocers and bakers complain they cannot do 
business while outside fruit is about. The 
outsider will always be a menace to Stability 
of price. But the greatest menace of all lies 
in attitude of the outside dealer to control. 

I WOULD GIVE . THIS SOLEMN 
WARNING TO GROWERS THAT IF 
CONTROL OF PRICES BREAKS DOWN 
IN THE COMMONWEALTH, GROW
ERS WILL LOSE £230,000 PER AN
NUM. 

The average grower of 20 tons of fruit 
will lose £66 pe·r annum. You are having :.1. 

hard time balancing your budget now-what 
will it be like with £66 less income? 

NEED FOR ACTION 
It is not the time to be complacent-every 

grower has something at stake. Multiply your 
tonnage by £3/6/8: 

The 10-ton grower will lose £33 

, 

15 -ton 
20-ton 
30-ton 

, 
, 

, , 
, 

" , , 

£50 
£66 

£100 

r· .... ·;;·sil'o·:r .. oN .. Til.i .. Ris·i·;; ........ 
Mr. \V. C. Wheeler, manager of Crowe 

and Newcombe's Renmark shed, rose to 
ask Mr. Malloch where· he got his informa
tion that outside interests cut 10 per cent. 
under A.D.F .A. prices to the merchants. 

Mr. Malloch: . Eyery year for the past 
10 years when prices came up for discus
sion the A.D.F .A. Board has before it 
numerous circulars ,vhich have been dis
tributed to the trade by outsiders consis
sistendy offering 10 per cent. under the· 
A.D.F.A. fixed prices. 

1{r. \Vinterbottom: One circular that 
is alw:rys in my mind is: "Sultanas {d per 
lb. below A.D.F.A. prices on date of deliv
ery, le·ss 12-} per cent." 

'''''''''''''''''"''''''''''''''''''''''''"'''''''"''''''''''''''"''''''''''''''"'''''" 
Realising this you may feel more inclined 

to support your organisation vigorously. 
Some growers may sit back and say they 

pay the A.D.F.A. levy of 2/6 per ton for or
ganisation work. We are doing what we can 
-the Board of Management, Organiser, and 
District Groups-but the time has arrived 
when every member should be an organiser. 
Instead of 20, let us have 5,000 organisers in 
spreading A.D.F.A. propaganda. 

One thing I like about the outsider is his 
name-INDEPENDENT growers; INDE
PENDENT Packers; INDEPENDENT Deal
ers. "Independent" has a fine resonant ring 
about' it. 

Reference to ourselves as A.D.F.A. growers, 
A.D.F.A. packers, A.D.F.A. selling agents 
somehow seems to be inferior to the ring of 
INDEPENDENCE. Just let us see how we 
compare: 

The outside or independent grower spends 
12 months in growing his crop. At harvest 
he says to the outside packer, "What' is the 
price you are paying this year?" His packer 
tells him, and he takes it. 

The A.D.F.A. grower spends 12 months in 
growing his crop. He fixes the price at which 
he will sell it in the Commonwealth, and he 
sells it at that price. The one fixe·s his own 
price-the other has it fixed for him. Which 
is the more independent? The A.D.F.A. 
grower! 

The outside packe·rs and dealers meet in 
solemn conclave before harvest, and collectively 
fix the price they will pay the grower for his 
crop. Is this Independence? NO, packers 
and dealers realise what mutual dependence 
means, and they apply the lesson. 

A.D.F.A. packers and age·nts receive . the 
fruit from A.D.F.A. growers, and sell it at 
the price fixed by the growers' organisation. 
They realise also the strength of n1utual de
pendence, and apply the· lesson. 

The only mail in the whole business who 
does not realise that mutual dependence re
presents collective independence is the "inde
pendent'' grower. 

I make this appeal to outside growers-to 
realise THAT COLLECTIVE INDEPEND
ENCE IS A GREATER THING THAN 
INDIVIDUAL INDEPENDENCE; that they 
gain in strength financially, and in spirit by 
linking up with the A.D.F.A. 

I make this appeal to outside packer and 
dealer-to admit that the good in the A.D.F.A. 
is worse than the annoyance of regulations, 
and to link up with the Association in the in
terests of the growers. 

EXPORT CONTROL BOARD 
As you have probably realise-d for some 

years the Export Control does not publish its 
business affairs in the Press, it is responsible 
to Parliament', and makes its report annually 
to the Federal Government. But, although the 
Board m~kes no public fuss about its affairs, 
I think growers realise and appreciate that 
their interests are being fully protecud. Every 
care is taken in the supervision of trading ar
rangements with Great Britain, Canada and 
New Zealand; the markets in which we· en
joy substantial preference under tariff treaties. 
In Canada this year we hope to market over 
16,000 tons of dried fruits out of a total 
consumption of 18,000 tons. In New Zea
land we hope to market over 3,5 00 tons of a 
tot'al consumption of 4,000 tons. The change
over from Californian to .Australian fruit in 
such a short time is remarkable, and it is the 
more pleasing in that trade is being developed 
with goodwill on each side. The Canadian 
and New Zealand importers and consumers 
express themselves as pleased with our fruit, 
whereas a few years ago complaints came back 
by the score. 

APPRECIATION OF EXPORT BOARD 
LEADERS 

As growers, we can be fully satisfied with 
the work of the Board. As a me·mber of the 
Board, I want to say something more. We 
are fortunate as an industry in having men 
of the calibre of Mr. W. C. F. Thomas and 
Mr. A. F. BELL at the head of our export 
affairs. Their business experience and natural 
ABILITY ARE OF INESTIMABLE VALUE 
IN THE GUIDANCE AND CONTROL OF 
OUR EXPORT BUSINESS. 

THEY SPEND A GREAT DEAL 
MORE TIME THAN MOST GROWERS 
HAVE ANY IDEA OF IN LOOKING 
AFTER CONTROL BOARD AFFAIRS 
AND THEIR SOLE REWARD IS THE 
SATISFACTION OF HAVING A JOB 

(Continued on Page 3) 

STAND THE TEST FOR 

SPEED OF OPERATION 
AND DEPENDABLE.GERRARD 

SERVICE 

GERRARD WIRE TYING MACHINES CO, 
Pty. Ltd. 

119~125 Hawke St .• West Melb .. C.3. 
SYDNEY. BRISBANE. At>S:LAIDE, PEFI1 H. 
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Board of lvfanagement Minutes 

WELL DONE. THE GROWER MEM
BERS ON THE BOARD KNOW THAT 
MR. THOMAS AND MR. BELL ARE 
DOING, AND AT THIS MEETING OF 
GROWERS WE WOULD LIKE TO EX
PRESS OUR APPRECIATION OF THE 
WONDERFUL NATIONAL SERVICE 
THEY ARE RENDERING. 
· It may be thought that the :fixing of prices, 

and conditions of trade with export markets, 
is the only work of the Board. But there is 
another phase which cannot be broadcast, and 
that is the education of political and economic 
thought to the value of the dried fruits in
dustry and the necessity for maintenance ·of 
preferential tariffs. These· arrangements do not 
run on "ball-bearings." 

Our preference in the United Kingdom has 
deprived Turkey of a volume of sultana trade. 
This is one reaction. 

The British Chamber of Commerce in Con
stantinople recently published the following 
statement: 

Clearing Agreements have been concluded 
between Turkey and 20 countries, includ
ing Germany, France, Hungary, Austria, 
Italy, Spain, Yugo Slavia, Switzerland, Rou
mama, Sweden, Japan, Finland, Norway, 
Czecho Slovakia, Holland, Bulgaria and 
Russia. 

The lack of any such agreement with 
Great Britain has resulted in a ste·ady 
dimunition of the latter's trade with this 
country. 

Your Council has urged that negotiations 
be initiated with a view to a modus vivendi 
being 1·eached whereby trade between the 
two Countries would be possible to their 
mutual advantage. 

Negotiations between the two Govern
ments have commenced, and are now in pro
gress. Though the situation is difficult and 
even abnormal, it is hoped agreement will 
be reached in the near future, and so per
mit of a normal flow of trade between the 
two countries. 
It is of interest to record that a trade agree

ment between Great Britain and Turkey has 
since been signed-and Turkish sultanas still 
continue to pay a duty of £10 per ton. 

It is of interest also to record here that a 
South Australian grower, a member of the Lon
don agency of the Export Control Board, 
MR. F. L. McDOUGALL, IS ONE OF THE 
LEADING ADVOCATES OF EMPIRE 
TRADE PREFERENCE AND TO HIM IS 
DUE MUCH CREDIT FOR THE CON
TINUANCE OF OUR PREFERENCE IN 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

Our preference in Canada has deprived the 
Californian growers of one of their best ex
port markets. Here is the reaction recorded 
in the "Californian Fruit News" of 13th April, 
193 5' 

"A group representing dried fruit growers 
appeared before "the Committee on Re
ciprocity Information" in Washington with 
a request that consideration be given to 
means of 1·egaining access to Canadian mar
kets. The effort is to attempt to bring 
about some trade agreement which will 
benefit both countries." 

When it .is remembered that our present 
preference of 4 cents per lb. expires on 31st 
March, 1936, it will be realised that the Ex
port Control Board has a matter of seriom 
concern to deal with in Canada. 

Fortunately, we have in MR. McGREGOR, 
THE AUSTRALIAN TRADE COMMIS
SIONER IN CANADA, ONE WHO HAS 
A DEEP INTEREST IN THE DRIED 
FRUITS INDUSTRY, and we know that if 
human effort can retain the 4 cents preferen::'e 
it will be r.etained. The Export Control 
Board is taking all necessary action for proper 
representations of continuance of the 4 cents 

(Continued on Page 10) 

The following extracts from the Board min
utes are of particular interest to growers: 

Dried Fruit Control Legislation: A discus
sion took place on this subject. The chairman 
explained what had taken place since last 
Board meeting and intimated that the posi
tion was being very carefully watched. 

Frost Prevention Conference: Mr. Gordon 
submitted a comprehensive report regarding 
the conference held at Mildura on 19th August, 
and it was agreed that the Association would 
bear the expense of calling the committee to
gether at a later date with a view to setting 
cut a full consensus of the work and general 
recommendations to growers. 

Pool Adjustments: In accordance with the 
decision arrived at last' Board meeting, repre
sentatives of agents were invited to attend the 
Board meeting and discuss with the Board the 
question of pool adjustments. In addition to 
the agents' representatives on the Board, the 
following also attended: Messrs. Hutchinson, 
Pollard, Gent, Dickson. A very long discus
sion took place on the two statements sent 
out to agents under the headings "Statement 
of Procedure" and "Principles of Pool Adjust
ments," and, after a most exhaustive survey 
of the whole position, the following resolution 
was carried: 

That agents be required to conform to 
quotas announced by the Board of Manage
ment from time r·o time for various markets, 
and shall, under the direction of the secretary 
of the Association, be required to purchase 
fruit from other agents at Commonwealth 
price, free of commission, to adjust any over 
sales which may result for any reason. The 
principles of pool adjustments shall be as fol
lows: 

1. Each agent shall have an equal share of 
the Commonwealth sales at Commonwealth 
average price. To secure this: 

(a) An agent who is over-sold in the Com
monwealth shall be debited at Commonwealth 
average price with the value of the fruit over
sold. 

(b) An agent who is under-sold in the 
Commonwealth shall be credited at Common
wealth average price with the value of the 
fruit under-sold. 

2. Each agent shall have an equal share 
of the controlled export mark.et sales at the 
average price realised in controlled markets. 
To secure this: 

(a) An agent who is over-sold in the con
trolled export markets shall be debited at the 
controlled export market average price with 
the value of fruit over-sold. 

(b) An agent who is under-sold in the 
controlled export markets shall be credit'ed 
at controlled export market average price with 
the value of the fruit under-sold. 

3. Ea_ch agent shall. be entitled to the aver
age price realised by him for his United King
dom quota, subject to the following: 

(a) An agent who is over-sold in the 
United Kingdcm shall b-e debited with the 
value of the fruit over-sold at the average 
price of his total sales in the United Kingdom. 

(b) An agent who is under-sold in the 
United Kingdom shall be credited with the 
value of the fruit under-sold at the general 
average price realised by all agents in the 
United Kingdom. 

(c) in the event of the debits being 
lower than, or in execess of, the credits, the 
difference shall be spread over the whole pack 
of the fruit concerned on a tonnage basis. 

4. Average price in all cases shall be the 
average determined with allowance for varia
tions in grades' according to realisations, and 
as decided upon by the Board of Management. 

Apricots-Season 1935: In view of the fact 
that sales of the 193 5 season crop are nearly 

complete, the secretary was instructed to send 
out the necessary forms to agents, so that the 
controlled export markets and under and over 
export adjustments may be proceeded with. 

Tree Fruit Differentials: Consideration was 
given by the Board to the question of fixing 
differentials for tree fruits for season 1935, so 
that the agents may notify their packing 
houses of the final account sale differentials 
that will be declared in respect to these fruits. 

APRICOTS 
Fancy Choice Standard 
Ton T'on Ton 

4"crown Plus £24 Plus £16 Plus £8 
3-cro1vn 

" £16 
" £8 £4 

2-crown 
" 

£8 £4 
l·Cl'D"\VU - Mi'{1US £4 Minus £8 
Slabs __ , -

" 
£4 

Plain - -
" £8 

PEACHES 
4-crown Plus £16 Plus £12 Plus £8 
3-crown 

" 
£12 

" £8 
" 

£4 
2-crown 

" £8 
" £4 -

1-Cl'O"\Vn - Minus £ 4 Mi{ms £ 6 
Slabs .... - - " £10 
Plain - -

" 
£10 

PEARS 
4-crO"\Vll Plus £16 Plus £12 Plus £S 
3~crow·n £12 

" £8 " £4 
2-Cl'O'!,VU £8 £4 -
1-crow·n - lVIi,~us £4 Mi~us £8 
Slabs .... - -

" £10 
Plain - £14 

NECTARINES 
4-cro"\vn Plus £16 Plus £12 Plus £S 
3~crowu £12 £8 £4 
2~Cl'OW11 £8 £4 
1-Cl'O"\VU -Minus £6 Minus £10 
Slabs .... -

" 
£12 

Plain .... - - £12 
Taking 2-crov·m Standard as the basis 

Hail-marked to be subject to a special varia
tion a.ccorping to quality. 

Staff: The Board learned with regret of the 
illness of Mr. F .. Russell, accountant, Mr. A. E. 
Matthews, publicity representative, and Miss 
A. E. Carter, typiste, and the secretary was 
reqeusted to convey to them the sympathy of 
the Board, with a sincere wish that they make 
a speedy recovery from their illness. 

MilduTa Dried Friuts Association: A letter 
was received from the lvlildura Dried Fruits 
Association under date 3rd September, 1935, 
asking the Board of Management to give con
sideration to the advisability of requesting Mr. 
A. V. Lyon, C.S. and I.R. Research Farm, Mer
bein, to prepare a booklet on his researches 
into viticultural practices and dried fruits, 
drying, etc. 

Resolved: "That' the matter be referred to 
Federal Council." 

Sultanas-Season 1934: In connection with 
the arrangement made with the Victorian State 
Board to over export sultanas in season 1934 
and short export in season 19 3 5, a discussion 
took place on this matter and it was resolved: 
"That the estimated premium available from 
the amount of fruit granted as an extra re
lease on the 19 3 5 crop, owing to over export 
in 1934, be credited to the 1934 crop and dis
tributed to growers." 

Carry-over Muscatels: Consideration was 
given to the question of carry-over muscatels 
which unfortunately are extremely slow of 
sale, and in order to try and dispose of the 
carry-over stocks it was resolved: «That 
carry-over muscatels be made "free" and that 
the Association be informed of any arrange
ments made by agents reg<l;rding the disposal 
of same." 

Sales Tax: The Association having made 
application for remission of Sales Tax on fuel 
oil, heaters and lighters for frost prevention, 
the Board were pleased to learn that the Com
missioner of Taxation has notified that as 
from 26th August, 1935, equipment and 
materials and fuel for use therewith, for use 
by primary producers in combating frosts, will 
be exempt from Sales Tax. 
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IMPROVING OUR PRUNES In a general discussion on thinning and fer
tilising and the appropriate seasons for these, 
M1·. Strickland indicated the best methods) 
particularly in re·gard to green manuring. 

S.A. Starts Movement 
----· 

SERIOUS OUTLOOK OVERSEAS 

By R. A. HAYNES 
Since the advent of organised marketing of 

prunes, it has been increasingly evident that 
the old-established areas are faced with a diffi
cult problem on account of the superior qual
ity which newer ·areas are producing. This 
problem has recently increased in importance, 
and immediate steps are demanded if the in
dustry is to be maintained. 

It is appreciated that the last few seasons 
in South Australia have been so dry that the 
trees in some districts have not had sufficient 
sub-soil moisture to produce good quality 
fruit, but the problem is not altogether to be 
solved by rainfall. Improved cultural prac
tices and the elimination of varieties which 
are not readily saleable are called for. 

The overse·as market is expected to take 60 
per cent. of the current Australian crop, and 
\\rith an etiormous tonnage of high-grade offer
ing at tragic prices from California, it is evi
dent that only large prunes of sound quality 
can find markets overse·as at anything like 
reasonable prices. Germany, which usually 
rakes about 60,000 tons of Californian prunes 
per annum, has, up to the last mail advice, 
taken about 200 tons this season, and the new 
Californian prices indicate no expectation that 
a change is in sight. The English, New Zea
land, and Canadian markets are flooded with 
Californian prunes at prices which can leave 
very little for the grower. For instance', new 
crop Californian 70-SO's are available at the 
equivalent of £1/0/10 per cwt. on wharf New 
Zealand, and 90-IOO's at 17/1. Such rates 
would not give the Australian grOwer more 
than td to 1d per lb. In London, while 30-
40's have recently sold at 40/- per cwt., 60-
70's of better variety realised 26/- per cwt. 
In short, the world today can buy all the 
large, first quality prunes it requires at prices 
which enable the public to buy over the coun
ter at' 6d or less. In such circumstances, it 
is evident that the demand for sizes and grades 
available in Victoria and South Australia is 
almost non-existent. 

The quality of the South Australian pack 
this year is fairly good, but the size is so 
small that it presents a problem. It is esti
mated that more than one-third of the South 
Australian crop count more than 100 to the 
pound, while 65 per cent. of the "pool's" 
gradings have been more than 80 to the pound. 

Victorian prunes are unusually poor in 
quality this se·ason, a number of samples being 
damaged by excessive clippings, others being 
weak in the skins, and a fair proportion of 
shrivelled fruit. In these circumstances it is 
little wonder that New South Wales prunes 
continue to increase in favor on the Australian 
market, and realise better values overseas, hav
ing a reasonable chance of holding their inar
ket in England against the Californian pres
sure. From an Australian point of view, it 
does not appear possible to raise consumption 
in any other manner than by giving the pub
lic better prunes. Low grade fruit will al
ways sell at a price, but it definitely retards 
the popularity of prunes, and gives the grower 
such a bad return that his year's work does 
not produce its reasonable revenue. 

Possibly because of their lack of knowledge 
of the other qualities offering, it is difficult 
to make it clear to growers that they cannot 
continue to market quality which was accept
ed 10 or 2 0 years ago. Some growers-per
haps more in prunes than other fruits-can
not see the writing on the wall, which is 
that new methods are required. 

The average AUstralian consumes less than 
half-a-pound of prunes a year. If he eats 
three-quarters of a pound, there is no export 

p1·oblem. If he would only eat a pound a 
year, then new areas- would need to be plant
ed. The increased consumption cannot be 
obtained by price alone-better quality must 
be offered. 

The problem of improving quality is, thexe
fore, urgently demanding solution. With this 
object in view, the South Australian Prune 
Growers' Association has appealed to its Min
ister of Agriculture for assistance, and receiv
ed excellent response. The Minister conferred 
with the Chief Horticulture Instructor (Mr. 
A. G. Strickland, M.Ag.Sc.) and a conference 
was subsequently held at the offices of the 
Dried Fruits Board on July 18, at which the 
following were present: S.A. Dried Fruits 
Board, Messrs. G. A. W. Pope (chairman), 
H. Crawford and W. N. Twiss; Department 
of Agriculture, Mr. A. G. Strickland, M.Ag. 
Sc.; growers, Mr. J. Victorsen, Clare, Mr. A. 
W. Kelly, 'Lyndoch; Mlr. A. J. Chapman, 
Barossa; Mr. A. Thorn, Barossa; Mr. C. Thorn, 
Barossa; Mr. R. F. Trott, McLaren Flat; Mr. 
W. G. D~hlitz, Kersbrook; Mr. L. J. Wicks, 
Highbury East; Mr. H. B. Robson, Hector
ville; merchants' representatives, Mr. H. W. 
Newton (G. Wood Son & Co. Ltd.), Mt. 
E. G. Whittle (A. E. Hall & Co. Ltd.); S.A. 
Prune GroJlers' Association, Mr. R. A. Haynes. 

Mr. Strickland said if the tree wilted, the 
result was a small-sized fruit. There was also 
the question of tbimzing the growing fruit. 
This, he considered to be the most effective 
method and should, of course, be combined 
with pruning. In regard to fertilising there 
was no evidence that applications of manures 
would increase the size of the fruit. The most 
important part of manuring was green manur
ing, which increased the organic qualities of 
the soil. It was only when the trees were 
declining that manure should be applied. 

The general feeling of the meeting was tha! 
unless growers took steps to improve the size 
and quality, some action would be nece'ssary 
to prohibit the marketing of small prunes. 

Mr. Victorsen moved, Mr. Kelly seconded: 

That in view of the large proportion of 
prunes that required to be marketed over
seas, this meeting of growers and merchants 
if of the opinion that the production of 
small prunes of more than 90 in number 
to the pound is detrimental to the d1·ied 
fruits industry and that the State Boards 
be asked to include prunes in its present 
programme designed to improve cultural 
practices. 

Carrie·d unanimously. 
Reference was made to the undesirable 

practice of the admixture of dried plums and 
dried prunes. This had the effe·ct of definitely 
depressing prune prices. 

Mr. Newton accordingly moved, Mr. Chap
man seconded: 

That the question of the ne-cessity of 
extending statutory control to dried plums 
to be refened to the State Dried F1·uits 
Board. 
Carried unanimously. 

The matte·r of cultural improvements is, 
therefore, under way in South Australia, but 
it will be some time before this work has its 
effect. The co-operation of the Agricultural 
BUreaus in the prune-growing districts will 
be sort by the Cultural Practices Committee. 
It is hoped that a definite movement 1s now 
on foot for the improvement of the quality 
of prunes. 
[Word has just been received that the Board 

is arranging for an expe1·t to concentrate on 
this ptoblem.-Ed.J 
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An Informative Letter From America 
' 

The following letter from Mr. W. T. Yates, 
who still holds a property at Red Cliffs is of 
interest and affords a good opportunity for 
growers to become good advocates of the use 
of dried fruits for health, amongst their 
friends. 

The letter reads:
The Editor, 

Australian Dried Fruits News," 
Mildura. 

Dear Sir,-The Dried Fruits News" ha
come to me regularly for some time and it 
has always been a source of information and 
inspiration. 

I would like to take this opportunity of ex
pressing my appreciation of the manner in 
which .it advocates all matters pertaining to 
the industry. 

The publicity of our product must c·on
tinue unabated; publicity is the life of trade 
-it is constantly brought to one's notice by 
the large sums of money spent and the con
stant and unending stream of advertising car
ried on by big organisations in America. Every 
avenue of publicity is used-radio, daily 
papers, magazines and so forth. 

I noticed a report in the papers a few days 
ago that people in England were being asked 
to "Eat' More Bread" and "Eat More Fish" 
by each industry, the theory of improving the 
health of the public by the more liberal use 
of the above products being stressed by the 

authorities controlling these two industries. 
Much money will be spent on making 

known to the public the respective merits of 
those products and no doubt sales will be in
creased. This thought compels me to refer 
to the outstanding merit of dried vine fruits 
as an article of diet. 

It has been necessary for me for my health's 
sake to make a particular study of diet during 
the last two or three years; in that time I 
have read extensively of the latest' theories and 
findings of the leading investigators in this 
country on the matter of the food we eat. 
It is appropriate that many of these investiga
tors studied for the medical profession in their 
early careers, but not being entirely in sym
pathy with the practice of medicine as a 
means to health turned to the study of diet, 
for the solving of the prevention and cure of 
disease. 

Dr. William Howard Hay, of New York 
and Bri~1.1· Cliff Manor, being a particular in
stance of medical student and practitioner 
turned dietitian. Dr. Hay graduated at the 
New York School of Medicine and Surgery, 
specialising in the latter and practised his pro
fession for 16 years. The·n, owing to his 
own ill health, and also to his own convic
tions, he turned to the study of diet to cure 
his own trouble which, "Brights disease," was 
declared incurable by the medical profession. 
Dr. Hay not only cure-d himself of that so-· 

• 
the root I N SEPTEMBER, 

feeders of trees and vines 
will commence their eager 

search throughout the soil for 
available nitrogen. The crop of 
fruit which they set, its ultimate 
development into suitable matur
ity and size, and their resistance 
to dry weather, frosts, wind, heat 
waves, and pest attacks, will all 
largely depend upon the quantity 
of nitrogen which these feeders 
can procure at this critical period. 
Most of the nitrogen which wail 
applied to the soil, in whatever 
form last year, has been leached 
away, and, as bacterial activity 
is low at this time, organic forms 
will become only slowly available. 
What more desirable means of 
ensuring an adequate supply 
could there be than Sulphate of 
Ammonia-immediately avail
able and the cheapest form of 
nitrogen procurable. 

called incurable disease, but during the last 
3 0 years of his practice of food requirements 
for health, he has cured thousands of all kinds 
of sufferers, from both curable and incurable 
diseases. 

Dr. Hay and others have made an intense 
study of the food we eat, the chemistry of 
it; and has written several books on the sub
ject, all of absorbing interest and of great 
value to those who will "stop to listen." 

Having studied Dr. Hay's classification of 
foods and his findings, which are corroborat
ed by many other high authorities, the point 
I wish to refer to is the high food and health 
rating value he gives to raisins, this term ap
plying to all vine fruits. I had always un
derstood that to be so, but it is only follow
ing my recent study of food chemistry, and 
our requirements in food elements that the 
value of raisins has been impressed on me. 
I feel, too, that most people often take light
ly the things they know to be so, and dis
miss it from their minds at 1:hat. 

Food chemists have found that raisins are 
particularly high in inorganic iron, a very im
portant element of the blood, one which many 
people are lacking in, and one that can only 
be assimilated when taken in the form present 
in some fruit and vegetables. Raisins also 
rank high as a source of fruit sugar, a valu
able and readily available source of heat and 
energy. Raisins are also sources of vitamins, 
or what is referred to as the activitors in gen
eral metabolism, and subsequent health. Also 
they are mildly laxative. 

I am sure if the general public knew and 
understood· those things, the consumption of 
raisins would double and treble in every 
household, as it has done in ours. 

Yours faithfully, 

WILLIAM T. YATES. 
~,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,= 

' RESOLUTION TO S. AUSTRALIAN ~ 
PREMIER 

At the meeting, to hear the A.D.F.A. 
'case for organised marketing, held at Ren
mark, the following resolution was carried: 

"That this meeting of Renmark fruit
growers urge the Premier, through the Min
ister of Agriculture, the necessity for 
reaching an agreement with the Common
wealth on such lines as will ensure the con
tinuance of the system of organised market
ing in respect of dried fruits should the 
Privy Council reverse the decision of the 
High Court in respect to Section 92 of the 
Commonwealth Constitution." 

"'"""""'""""'""'""""'"'"""""""'"'"'""""""'""""'''"'""' 

GUMOSIS ON APRICOT TREES 

Damage In Barossa District 

Alarm is being felt by many leading or
chardists in the Barossa district at the rapid 
spread of the disease gumosis or .. die back" of 
the apricot tree. The position is becoming so 
serious that drastic measures will become im
perative if the whole apricot industry of 
Barossa is to escape destruction. The disease 
has been prevalent in this district for many· 
years, but had not been regarded as a serious 
menace. But of later years the losses sustained 
by apricot growers have been heavy. 

Taking the districts of Angaston across to 
Greenock and then down 'co Tanunda, the 
apricot industry of that area is worth £30,000 
a year. The disease has been proved to be 
highly infectious and no means of checking 
the disease have yet be·en found. A Depart
mental survey recently disclosed that 75 per 
cent. of the trees in one orchard are suffering 
from gumosis. The disease is known to exist 
nowhere else in the world beyond the Barossa 
district. 
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THE A.D.F.A. TAKES THE OFFENSIVE 

In view of the criticism sometimes heard 

regarding the apparent passiveness of the 
A.D.F.A. in the face of repeated attacks from 

certain interests, it is interesting to hear re
ports on the reaction of growers, both inside 

and outside >:;f the Association, to the visit of 

the chairman of the A.D.F.A. Board of Man

agement (Mr. Howie) and two members, 
Messrs. Winterbottom and Malloch, to make 

a definite attack on misleading propaganda 

put out by outside interests. 

Attack is generally considered the best 
means of defence and in this _instance the 

axiom has been found to be sound practice. 
Growers who attended the large meetings were· 

impressed by the logical statements of the As
sociation's represe·ntatives and their' answers to 

questions by leading outside men, both grower 

and dealer interests, especially at the Renmark 
meeting. The opposition seemed a little con

science stricken at the Glossop meeting, for it 

was very quiet. 

The reaction on growers is, undoubtedly 

one of enlightment. Firstly, to give· one group 
of opinions, "to find, that when the occasion 

called for it, the A.D.F.A. could kick and 
kick hard and to excellent' result." Secondly, 
to realise the· very vital issues involved in the 

attack on controlled organisation. 

The general opinions at the meetings seem 

to be that' some people have made a bad break 

m persisting in their attack on the welfare of 
the large number de·pendent on the industry. 

The meetings brought· to light the fact that 
the attack does not represent grower opinion, 
but that of a few interests conce·rned only in 

their own welfare. For a long while this has 
been realised by a greaL number of those in 

the industry despite the propaganda put out 
which was misleading to growers not so con

versant with the true facts. Those of the 
latter section who were at the meetings and 

heard the whole matter threshed out are now 

of a very different opinion. 

The circular sent out by the outsiders is 
published along with the A.D.F.A. statements 

as put to the meetings and there is every rea

son to believe that growers and others who 
have had doubts will now realise, as others 
have done, what the "nigger in the wooJ pile" 

amount's to. 
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Mr. Malloch points out that the industry 
needs at the present, not one or a few,_ but 

every one of the 5000 growers in it to become 
organisers and take up the case for the con

tinued stability of organised marketing. The 
facts for the case are published here in this 

issue and can be used by every grower with 
the confidence that even under such searching 
questioning as they were subjected to at the 
Renmark meeting by those in opposition and 
those in search of information, they cannot be 
refuted. 

There can be no question as to the desir
ability of an efficient organisation, especially 

during such a period of rapidly chaning trad

ing conditions evident in the world today. The 

danger is here at the moment, thanks to the 
actions of those who do not seem to be con
cerned as to what happens to the other fellow 

if the present system is broken down. Let us 

sink all the minor differences and get right 
behind the A.D.F.A. and what it stands for, 
and maintain it as a bulwark against all pos

sible eventualities. 

EXPORT QUOTAS 
The following export quotas have been 

agreed to by the Minister of Commerce: 

VINE FRUITS 
Currants 821'lr, 
Sultanas 85 7o 
Lexias 3 0 r;;_, 

TREE FRUITS 
Prunes 60 '/r 
Peaches 40 '}{. 
Apricots 50 9,;, 
Nectarines 50 j{ 
Pears 40 7r 

LOW GRADE PRUNES 
The South Australian Dried Fruits Control 

Board has agreed to collaborate with the De
partment of Agriculture in the matter of the 
appointment of a special research officer to 
supervise experimental work in improved cul
tural practices w-ith a view to the production 
of a greater proportion of larger and better 
prunes. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
STATE CONFERENCE 

Several items that are of particular interest 
to growers in other St'ates were discussed at the 
conference and were recommended to Federal 
Council. 

The Angaston branch brought up the mat
ter of the refund of portion of the A.D.F .A. 
levy to small hr:anches. It was considered 
that the allocation should be on the following 
basis: Under 600 tons, 1/6 refund to branches; 
over 600 and under 1,000 tons, 1/- per ton to 
branches; and over 1,000 tons, 6d. 

A discussion took place on the matter of the 
publication of the "Dried Fruits News" and 
it was considered that the Association should 
revert to the monthly issue. 

A suggestio~ from Berri that the C.S.I.R. be 
asked to arrange for Mr. Lyon to prepare an 
up-to-date edition of Bulletin No. 28 received 
support. Bulletin No. 28 by Mr. Lyon covers 
the whole of the routine of the work and the 
problems of the dried fruits industry, up to the 
period just preceding the use of the cold dip 
by the industry. 

The pre-selection ballot for the State Board 
elections resulted in Messrs. Murdoch and Till 
being selected to stand as candidates for the 
River areas. 

(The brevity of the report on the above 
conference is due to the fact that the "News" 
was on the oress on the dav of the meetin.g) 

PERSONAL 
"' Mr. E. N. Seary, who recently resigned 

from the manage·rship of the Renmark Fruit
growers' Co-operative Ltd., has joined with G. 
Wood, Son and Co. Ltd., in a new packing 
business at Renmark and Berri, registered un
der the name of G. Wood, Son and Seary, Ltd. 
A new packing house is to be erected at Ren-
made 

* * 
,, 

Although a comparative stranger to Ren
mark, Mr. H. C. Carne, who has been ap
pointed to the position of manager of the Ren
mal·k Fruitgrowers' Co-operative, 1s well 
known lower down the river, the field of his 
previous activities. Mr. Carne, who received 
a commission in the A.I.F. whilst on active 
service abroad, has been associated with the 
\Vork of co-operative societies for a number of 
years-first as chairman of the Moorook Co
operators Ltd., and for the past four and a 
half years manager of the Kingston Co-opera
tive Packing Union. Under his managership 
the affairs of the Kingston Society showed re
rnarkable progress and both fruit packing ton
nages and merchandise sales increased over 100 
per cent. Mr. Carne's success in influencing 
fruit to the A.D.F.A. in the Kingston area 
was so marked as to bring a congratulatory 
letter from the Board of Management of the 
Association. 

* ~' ~' 

At its last meeting the Board of Manage
ment recorded in the minutes its sympathy 
to those members of the staff who are ill. Miss 
Carter and Mr. Russell, of head office, are both 
suffering from illnesses, necessitaing operations, 
whilst Mr. Matthews, of the publicity staff, 
has a serious attack of ammonia. 

OVERSEAS SALES 

1935 Season 
The following is the position of United 

Kingdom shipments to 21st September: 

Shipped 
Sold 
Unsold 

SULTANAS 

Average price: £39/4/3 

CURRANTS 

Shipped 
Sold 
Unsold 

Tons 
16,347 
11,326 

5,021 

per ton 

Tons 
12,641 

8,769 
3,872 

Average Price: £30/11/8 per ton 

Shipped 
Sold 

LEXIAS Tons 
336 
158 

Unsold 178 

Average Price: £39/4/2 per ton 

THE VIOTORIAN STATE CONFERENCE 

The above conference was held at Red Cliffs 
on August 20th. Mr. A. L. Johnstone was 
elected chairman. 

A long agenda was discussed, from which it 
was decided to send the following items on to 
Federal Council for further discussion: 

Samples at packing house door. 
That an independent auditor be appointed 

to audit all pool pack accounts in packing 
houses. 

That all levies be again reviewed with a 
view to reduction. 

That publicity expenses in the dried fruits 
industry be discussed. 

«Dried Fruit News": That a page be psed 
for definite propaganda to oUtside growers. 

Method of weighing fruits received at pack
ing house for dehydration. 

In the evening a complimentary smoke 
night was given by the Red Cliffs branch to 
the visiting delegates. 
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The Outsiders' Circular 
The following circular published by the 

outside organisations is given in full. Grow
ers and others, on reading it, will probably 
form opinions in accordance with the 'intention 
of the authors. This,- of course, is the pur
pose . of such propaganda and is sometimes suc
cessful. However, in this particular instance 
the A.D.F.A. has decided that the time is here 
when the .effect of such propaganda must be 
destroyed. 
with .those who attack us, but the thing that 
stands out in all the controversy is the vital 
need for unanimity as an industry. There is 
reason to anticipate that commonsense will 
now prev.ail as a result of this visit of the 
Board of the A.D.F.A. and that the "white 
ant" policy of the· few will be replaced by 
the realisation of 'the necessiry of maintaing 
a solid front for the future well-being and 
security of the industry as a whole. 

CIRCULAR 
To the Fruit Producers: 

There is an impression in some quarters 
that the Independent Dried Fruit Producers 
and Packers' Association has deliberately set 
itself to smash control. I am, therefore, in
structed by the exectltive ,of my Association 
to place before producers the following facts: 

countries. In one fell swoop the Export 
Board proposes to undo the work of years. A 
protest on behalf of the packers was sent to 
the Board by their legal adviser wherein it 
was stated that while agreeing with the gen
eral principles of control, the packers object
ed to the regulation which they considered 
invalid and suggesting a conference in pre
ference to taking action in the High Court 
which they fe·ared would upset all control. 

This was mailed to the Board on the 24th 
cf April. A fortnight later, no reply having 
been received, a further communication was 
sent. This brought a formal acknowledgment 
of the receipt of both letters. After the 
lapse of another fortnight, no reply having 
been received from the Board, and exports 
having refused to them (because they did 
not hold licences subject to the above terms), 
the packers decided to issue a writ and in
structed their legal counsel accordingly. Not
withstanding the fact that these packers have 
been refused permission to export fnlit, they 
have not departed from the spirit of control 
by flooding the Australian market with their 
fruit which indicates clearly their desire to 
inflict no undue injury on producers and to 
comply with the general principles of our 
Association. 

These facts are made known to you so 
that you may understand the circumstances 
and appreciate the action of the ,packers con
cerned. If you will carefully read the extract 
quoted from t:he Regulations you will surely 
agre·e that their action is justified. 
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COMMONWEALTH SALES 

VINE FRUITS 
The Association sales in the Commonwealth 

to the end of August this year are as under 
and compare with the fig~lres at the same date 
for the previous two years as follows: 

Currants ... 
Sultanas 
Lexias . " .. " . 

1935 1934 1933 
Tons 
2350 
4951 
2020 
--

Tons 
2082 
5087 
1056 
--

Tons 
1727 
3840 

868 

Total ... 9321 8225 6435 

Sales are being well maintained and it is 
anticipated that final figures for the three 
varieties will be ahead of last year. 

TREE FRUITS 
The 

August 
Association pos1t10n at the end of 
for the last three years IS as follows: 

Apricots 
Peaches 
Kectarines 
Psars 

1935 1934 1933 
Tons Tons Tons 

448 289 420 
157 75 153 

17 12 21 
46 21 30 

Total . . GGS 403 624 

Sales show a good improvement over last 
year, the general position being much more 
satisfactory. 

PRUNES 
This year's sales to the end of August 

amount to 548 tons, the Commonwealth being 
somewhat disappointing. 

The main objects of the Inde·pendent Asso
ciation are: To maintain freedom and inde
pendence in the handling and disposal of mem
bers' products in accordance with the general 
principles of existing legislation; to promote 
efficiency in producing and marketing Aus
tralian dried fruits. 

It must be apparent that the Association has 
no object other than to organise those grow
ers and packers who have hitherto been out
side any Association or organised body, so that 
their interests may be watched and safeguard
ed. With actions pending in the High Court 
seeking to test the validity of certain regula
tions for the control of export, the Independ
ent Association has played no part, such ac
tion being taken by certain independent pack
ers and merchants who contend that the con
trol of their business had been taken out of 
heir hands. 

Crop Prospects, 19 36 .. 3 7 By A. v. LYoN, M.Ag.sc. 

Regulation No. 30, timed to come into 
operation on ·sth April, was delivered by post 
to packers concerned on 7th April. This was 
the first intimation they had of it. An ex
porte·r of dried fruit must take out an export 
licence. Clause 7 of the Regulations provides 
( ine·r alia) that a licence (exporter) : 

1. Shall comply with all regulations from 
time to time made· under the Act so far as 
the same are applicable to him. 

2. Shall ship all dried fruits through and to 
such agents as are authorised by the Board. 

3. Shall insure each shipment of dried fruit 
with such person as the Board dete~mines. 

4. Shall ship all dried fruits through such 
person as the Board determines. 

5. Shall sell all dried fruits on such terms 
mines. 

6. Shall, whenever required by notice in. 
writing, signed by the secretary or an authoris
ed person, withhold from export the whole· or 
any portion of any dried fruits intended for 
export. 

7. Shall comply with such other conditions 
as are from time to time prescribed. 

The packers and merchants concerned, 
claim that this is not controlling marketing 
operations, in the sense generally understood 
(which they, and this Association, do· not op
pose); but rather, an undue interference with 
~if not complete prohibition of-the liberty 
of individual action. Individual action. it 
must be admitted, has done a gre·at deal to
wards opening up the available markets for 
dried fruit. Many of the packers had built 
up a sound overseas business at considerable 
expense by carefully catering for the· needs 
-of overseas consumers through personal visits 
to the countries concerned and by the efforts 
.... f """"'hl"" ~;..,rt-1'hn1'nr.;: in m<1nv tow-ns in those 

At this time of the year, there is always in
terest in the prospective vine yields, particu

. larly the sultanas. It is our practice each year 
to submit an estimate of the «potential yield," 
that is, the yield that might reasonably be ex
pected if the crop now showing is realised. 

Extraneous happenings, such as frost, hail, 
disease, heat waves and rain on the ripening 
grapes, may cause losses, singly or in combina
tion. Such possible losses obviously cannot be 
estimated at this stage. It is comforting to 
remember, however, in reviewing the last 17 
years, that the dried fruits areas have been able 
to realise the major part of the crop, even in the 
most difficult years. Heavy losses to the indi
vidual and certain settlements have unfortu
nately occurred, of sufficient extent to take in 
some seasons up to, say, one-third of the poten
tial crop. 

Unfortunately there will be this year losses 
resulting from residual damage from last year's 
frosts and hail. A number of growers last year 
at Red Cliffs left' long spurs where good canes 
were not available, hoping that these would 
prove fruitful. As anticipated at' our field ex
amination of these vines last winter, this hope 
has not been realised. This was in keeping 
with the figures su:bmitted at the demonstra
tion last year, when a low percentage of fruit 
from the first four buds was shown to have 
occurred over a number of years. Where· the 
system of leaving the canes of the previous 
year with long spurs attached has been adopt
ed, counts show that the percentage of fruit 
shoots is low, ranging about +O per cent. in 
contrast to 60 to 70 per cent. normally pre
vailing. There is also approximately double 
the normal number of shoots (about 200 in 
most cases) . This excessive number of shoots 
must tend to retard the development of fruit
ing wood for the 1936 pruning, and the result': 
of the damage in the spring of 1934 will thus 
extend to the harvest of 19 3 7. 

The matter is mentioned at this stage, in 
order to give growers an opportunity of ex
amining for themselves the results of their 
departures last year from the standard recom
mended practices. 

~.ummaris;ng the position, after examina
tion of the fruit now showing, we would say: 

l. The retention of long spurs (up to 5 
buds) on sultanas, has not realised the addi-

ti.onal bunches that the treatment was de
signed to secure. 

2. There is an excessive number of shoots, 
many very weak, which must tend to depre
ciate the quality of next year's fruiting wood. 

3. Where hail-damaged vines were normally 
pruned to the few good canes obtainable, the 
potential yield is always the average. This 
was inevitable in any case. The advantage 
will come next season in a better development 
of wood for pruning. 

The results of spring pruning of hail-affect
ed vines is also observable at present. Where 
this was carried out early (before growth re
commenced) a better quality of fruiting wood 
for this year has resulted. The spring pruning, 
however, decreased the chance of a «recovery 
crop" as shown at last year's harvest, whereas 
many growers who left the shoots alone har
vested 10 to 15 cwt. per acre. Where spring 
pruning was carried out late ( after growth 
recommenced) the worst results were obtained, 
in that the recovery crop was lost, and the 
subsequent growth on the weakened vine did 
not come up to expectations. We have point
ed out previously that spring pruning after 
hail, to have a value in improving next year's 
canes, must be done immediately, before new 
growth. 

Turning to this year's prospects, randomised 
counts show that, on normal vines, the per
centage of bunches is low. Though some of 
the late buds are still corning out, present 
counts show that' the sultanas are averaging 
about 27 to 3 0 bunches per vine. The counts 
have been made in Red Cliffs, Merbein, and 
Mildura. Comparing this with good years, 
when an average of over 40 bunches is obtain
ed, it looks as though we must expect' a de
cided drop in the sultana yield. 

The Mildura district pack of all dried fruits 
has reached as high as 46,000 ·rons. As .cur
rants and gordos appear to be normal this 
year, our present estimate of the potential crop 
for the Mildura district is 3 5,000 tons. Reports 
from Nyah-Woorinen and from Renmark, 
Berri and Barmera districts indicate low yields 
for these districts also. 

We will conclude with the hope that none 
of the extraneous agencies to which reference 
has been made above, will make it necessary for 
a reduction in the estimate . 
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A.D. F. A. CALLS FROST CONFERENCE 
Central Frost Committee Formed 

At Red Cliffs about SO acres will be heated 
in the event of frost, 20 being with briquettes 
and the balance with oil. The Closer Settle
ment Commission has made available sufficient 
heaters for 48 acres. These have been allotted 
on a basis of 1 0 to 12 acres in each of two 
groups and the balance to individuals with 
three to four acres each. These units will 
haYe each kind of heater and elaborate prepara
tions have been made to obtain all possible 
data. 

One of the many benefits of organisation 
was apparent when delegates from the various 
States met in Mildura recently, at the invita
tion of the Board of Management of the As
sociation, to discuss frost prevention methods, 
particularly the use of oil as against briquettes 
and the relative costs, etc. 

Growers and officers of Departments who 
had had experience with one or the other 
method came from the M.l.A., Nyah-Woel'
enin, Renmark, Berri, Waikerie, Cadell, Mon
ash, Barmera, Lights Pass, Merbein, Red Cliffs, 
and Mildura. Mr. A. V. Lyon attended on 
behalf of the C.S.LR. Mr. Boehm represented 
the South Australian, and Messrs. Pescott, 
Duncan-Brown and Roberts the Victorian De
partment of Agriculture respectively. Offi
cers of the Victorian Closer Settlement Com
mission and the State Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission were also present by in
vitation. 

A full discussion took place on every phase 
of the two methods of heating and on general 
principles of frost prevention. This discus
sion indicated that both methods were ser
viceable, but there was no definite indication 
given as to the correct number per acre re
quired. Some growers claim success with 40 
and in other instances as many as 90 had been 
used. After hearing all the points fully dis
cussed it' was decided that it was very neces
sary to bring about some co-ordination in the 
work being done in each State by the De
partments of Agriculture, bodies of growers 
and individual growers with a view to making 
definite recommendations to the industry. 

A sub-committee was formed consisting of 
Messrs. J. H. Gordon, of the A.D.F.A. Board 
(chairman), Lyon, Pescott, Duncan-Brown 
Roberts, Boehm, Raggatt, Creaton, Madden 
and Hodge. 

It was further considered that this com
mittee should act in a liaisonary capacity with 
a view to collecting all data available. The 
services of the head office of the A.D.F.A. 
would be available for receiving reports and 
forwarding information to the committee. 
The sub-committee drew up the following 
resolutions:-

1. A Descrip-tion, including Costs of the 
Two Main Methods of Heating. 

Resolved that Mr. Pescott arrange with 
Mr. Duncan-Brown and Mr. Boehm to pre
pare a description, including costs, of the two 
main methods of orchard heating and Mr. 
Pescott will forward the information to the 
secretary of the A.D.F .A. 

2. Forecasts: The Commonwealth Obser
vatory be asked to undertake the forward
ing of special forecasts to the areas where the 
treatment of frost is taking place. 

The State Department be asked to make 
available the services of district officers for 
any local readings required by the Observa
tory. 

3. Experimental Investigation of Method 
of Heating: Arrangements are being made 
for the systematic investigation of the rela
tive merits of the various fuels, including oil 
and briquettes. 

4. S1tbsidiary Agencies: (a) The con-
census of opinion was that standing cover 
crops accentuated the severity of frosts and 
they should be turned down before the local 
frost period occurs; (b) the accepted opinion 
was that cultivation should be· avoided as 
much as possible during the danger period; 
(c) the nearer irrigation water can be applied 
to the frost period then the greater degre·e of 
safety; (d) the destruction of timber fringes 
round frost affected areas assists in cont1"olling 
frosts; (e) very bre pruning, about 10 days 

before sp1"outing, retards sprouting. This may 
be of value in sections, particularly liable to 

frosts; (f) !observations should include an 
ordinary mercurial thermometer and a mini
mum thermometer. 

Note·s on Thermometers: Good mercurial 
thermometers should be used for ordinary ob
servations. A "Six" thermometer is suitable 
for maximum and minimum readings. Mini
mum thermometers of clear spirit, with index 
nee·dles, are serviceable. Ordinary or minimum 
thermometers with a colored spirit column are 
unreliable unless enclosed in ventilated 
wooden shelter, otherwise the readings may 
be several degrees too low at night owing to 

excessive radiaton on clear nights. 
Electrical contact mercurial thermometers 

are made to ring a warning bell at a fixed 
temperature, usually about 34 deg. F. All 
thermometers, except those on the ground, 
should be sheltered in ventilated wooden boxes 
or, preferably, louvred scre·ens opening to the 
south. Warning thermometers should be 
placed at the lowest level of the crop to be 
protected. 

Cheap untested thermometel"S may be mis
leading. Growers should secure a copy of 
"Frost Risks and Frost Forecasting," obtain
able from the Bureau of Meteorology, Mel
bourne. 

5. Co-ordination: Resolved that letters be 
sent to Mr. Ward, Department of Agricul
ture, Melbourne, and Mr. A. G. Strickland, 
Department of Agriculture, Adelaide, point- · 
ing out this conference would appreciate co
ordination in the work to be undertaken. 

The report in paragraph 1 has been circulat
ed in all papers in fruit growing areas, to all 
packing houses and growers' committees, 
branches, etc., and can be had on application 
to the Association. 

Regarding paragraph 3, definite experiments 
are to be conducted on a uniform basis this 
spring in South Australia, Woorenin, M.I.A., 
and in the Mildura district. 

In the South Australian areas large numbers 
of growers will be using heaters and they are 
asked to record all possible data and forward 
it to the member of the sub-committee near
est their area or direct to the head office of the 
A.D.F.A., 450 Collins St'reet, Melbourne. 

Mr. Lyon, of the C.S.I.R., in conjunction 
with local frost committees, is carrying out 
experiments with oil and briquette heat'ers at 
Merbein, WooreJ!.in and Red Cliffs. 

The Association is to be congratulated on 
bringing about this much needed conference. 
Results already are very satisfactory in that 
for the first time we will have, by agreement 
of the conference-

1. A central body to establish co-ordina
tion in (a) uniformity of experiments, (b) 
collecting of data. 

2. A means of disseminating authoritative 
information particular to the dried fruits 
industry, (a) results, (b) costs. 

Future activities of a sub-committee: In 
the event of frosts there should be some very 
definite data available and it is proposed to 
call the committee together later with a view 
to seting out a full consensus of the work and 
general recommendations to growers. 

CARDROSS (VIC.) HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 

The above society has rapidly gained in 
membership this year, mainly due· to the rea
lisation by growers that it is serving a very 
useful purpose in the furthering of the im
provement in cultural practice·s. 

The secretary of the Society (Mr. S. Webb) 
reports that monthly field days are held to 
see demonstrations by officers of the Research 
Station (C.S.LR.) and by Mr. R. M. Voul
hire, junr. 

Certain of Mr. V oullaire' s opinions have 
been put into brochure form by the society. 
This is available, at a charge of one shilling 
and the proceeds are to be utilised to conduct 
work of an experimental nature. 

Interesting experiments will reach a further 
stage, states Mr. Lyon, of the C.S.I.R., in 
connection with bud counts, topping, etc., at 
Cardross this year. 

Similar work to this is being carried on in 
Renmark, Berri and the rainfall areas of South 
Australia and at Woorenin in Victoria, work
ing generally on experime·ntal plans set out 
by the Research Station. 

These bodies of keen settlers in the various 
centres are deserving of appreciation and of 
p1·actical support, in the form of joining up 
with their work. 

FOR BETTER FRUIT 

FOR BETTER PROTECTION 

VACUUM 

G~~~l~ 
!c.,.,~ 

!::,I_!!Q ~tGt '"-

Sprayinf Oil 

OIL COMPANY PTY. 
LTD. 
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South Australian River Council 
Conference 

The conference was held at Barmera on 
September 4th. 

The Chairman of the Council (Mr. Ruston) 
occupied the chair. 

Visit of Canadian Tnrdc Commission: The 
chairman 1·eported that arrangements were in 
hand to have Canadian publicity featured in 
town and at several stores at Renmark. Wai
kerie and Berri branches also reported that 
s:milar action \Vas being taken. 

Loxton Sbow: It was resolved that Waikerie 
branch undertake to arrange for the display, 
the Council to meet the expense and steps be 
taken to obtain suitable containers, these tb re
main the property of the Council. 

Nominations for tbc S.A. State Board: It 
was agreed that the pre-selection should be 
made by State Conference less the non-irrigated 
delegates and that nominations be called for 
through the Press. Resolved: That following 
the resolution of the 1934 State Conference, 
the following method of pre-selection be 
adopted: That the secret:u-y be instructed to 
call for nominations through the Murray 
"Pioneer" to be received up to the 18th of . 
September, for :1 ballot to be held at State 
Conference and branches to be advised accord 
ingly. The secretary to act as returning offi
cer. 

Co-ojH'rtffion Between. DistTict Councils: It 
was stated that close co-operation with the 
Non-irrigated Area Council was essential, es
pecially in view of the forthcoming elections. 
Funds were available and the services of the 
A.D.F.A. organiser were available. 

Differentials: Mr. McGlasson, of the Berri 
Co-operative Fruit Co., attended the confer
ence by invitation to speak on the subject of 
fixed differentials between grades. The chair
man thought the A.D.F.A. system should be 
examined with a view of allowing earlier fixa
tion to overcome some of the difficulties which 
had been so apparent in respect to the 1934 
season. Mr. McGlasson read a prepared state
ment on the subject which was made avail
able to members and to branches in other 
States. )vfr. Howie said that he was prepared 
to support the suggestion at Federal Council 
provided some flexibility was allowed in the 
top grades as extra costs were often incurred 
in hand picking, etc. Other speakers also 
supported the idea. Resolved: That the 
method of fixing grade differentials as out
lined by Mr. McGlasson be sent to State Con
ference for its adoption and that Mr. McGlas
son be invited to attend and state the case for 
the alteration. 

Iutersfate Cbarges: Mr. McGlasson raised 
the question of Interstate charges and thought 
the charge should be uniform with Victoria. 

Mr. Howie explained the present system and 
said the Victorians contended that if charges 
should be pooled they should start at the shed 
door. South Australia had an advantage in rail 
freights. In reply to questions he thought it 
was a matter of principle, not figures. The 
difference >vas due to the geographical position 
of producing centres. If someone wished they 
could bring it up at Federal Council, but he 
did not hold out much hope of success. 

Pachh1g Cbargcs: Mr. Scott asked if some 
regulation could be framed_ to make an agent 
Liable for payment of packing charges and 
quoted a case of a grower instructing the agent 
to withhold payment to the packer. 

It \Vas pointed out that the grov;rer was 
responsible and it would be difficult to make 
an agent responsible. It could be overcome 
by an undertaking from. the agent. It was 
usual to treat it as a usual business risk to do 
the Vi'ork and obtain payment later. 

Secretary: The chairman stated that it had 
been suggested the secretary (Mr. White) 
should be given an opportunity to attend Fed
eral CounciL He thought that the local 
branch wollld be prepared to defray half the 
cost. 

It was resolved (Sims-Murdoch): "That this 
Council agrees to defray half the cost of the 
secretary attending Federal Council." 

Broadcasting: The chairman thanked Mr. 
Wishart for attending the meeting. He ex
plained that some direction was needed as to 
how the half-hour each day available to our 
interests was to be used and on whom the re
sponsibility was to rest to arrange for it. He 
suggested that on Monday night sales reports 
and any propaganda, etc., could be given. On 
another night" answers to questions on produc
tion and marketing could be given. Such 
answers would be obtained from authoritative 
sources. Other evenings could be devoted to 
musiC. He had no information as to the Cit
rus Association's intentions. 

Mr. Wishart thought a committee would 
be necessary to collect information such as 
dates of irrigations, frost warnings, etc. One 
man in each area might suffice. 

Mr. Sims explained the position of the Frost 
Committee. After a long discussion the chair
man intimated his willingness to inaugurate 
the work. 

Mr. Howie stated it would incur some ex~ 
pense which this Council should meet. 

It was resolved Curran-Johnson: "That Mr. 
Ruston be appointed to arrange for the broad
casting." 

It was further resolved that Messrs. McGlas
son and Stewart -(Association organiser) be 
asked ·to place the facts of the case in the hands 
of the Victorian branches. 

--------
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Black Spot 
By A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc. 

A review of the present pOSltlon in refer
ence to Black Spot is necessary. Thre are two 
outstanding reasons why this disease is worthy 
of special attention this year. In the .first case, 
Black Spot was nther prevalent last year, 
and has left infections as scars on the canes, 
on a great many vineyards. In addition, we 
have had early rains on the new growth, and 
this will inevitably start the- disease. There 
i.s only one safe course to adopt, and that is to 
give the vines a protective coating of Bordeaux 
(or Burgundy) as soon as possible·. It is now 
;1bout 17 years since Mildura district has ex
perienced disastrous losses fron1. Black Spot, 
though percentage losses have occurred to the 
individual. This satisfactory result over such 
a long pe·riod has been obtained by using pro
pedy made Bordeaux, which is preferable to 
the various proprietary preparations on the 
market. 

At the present stage, when the· shoots are 
\Vell out, the standard alkaline preparation is 
best, as it lasts longer on the vines. The 
shoots are particularly tendex this year, owing 
to cool, cloudy weather, so some burning of 
the last 2nd possibly the previous pair of leaves 
may result. This, however, does no harm, as 
has been frequently featured in recent years 
after early Bordeaux spraying. The neutral 
Bordeaux obtained by the addition of ~ to ± 
lbs. of Bluestone after the test has bee·n ob
tained, decreases burning, and is useful for 
very early spraying when the majority of 
shoots show only two leaves. As this stage is 
past in most of the dried fruit areas, for the 
remainder of this season, the alkaline spray 
will be best except in very late districts. 

All growers are advised to make at least 
one early application. The future sprayings 
will depend on weather conditions, though it" 
is always advisable· to be ready in case wea
ther conditions occur which are favorable to 
the development of Black Spot or Downy Mil
dew. 

Method of Preparation: The use of stock 
solutions facilitates the making of Bordeaux. 
The Bluestone stock solution is conveniently 
made up at a strength of 1 lb. to 1 gallon of 
water; lime stock solution at 1 lb. to the gal
lon. The method of preparation for 50 gallons 
is as follows:-

( 1) Pour 7 gallons of stock solution (con
taining 7 lbs. of bluestone) direct into 
a spray barrel. 

(2) Make up to about 20 gallons with 
water. 

( J) Add milk of lime (stirred and then 
allowed to settle for, say :1· minute) 
until the phenolphthalein test is ob
tained. 

( 4) Make up to 50 gallons with water. 

FOR HOLDEN 
YOURAs:GENT FRUIT CASES 
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A.D.F.A. Board Visits South Australia · Continued from 
Page3 

preference, and there is no cause for alarm 10 

the present position. 

CALIFORNIA-A PARALLEL MADE 
I have indicated the lines on which we are 

working to secure under control the best pos
sible return to growers. It may be of inter
est to study what is happening in the Cali
forni:m raisin industry, and to draw a parallel. 

The College of Agrictllture of the Univer
sity of California early this year ptlblished a 
review of the raisin industry in California. In 
this report it stated: 

"Since the peak of raisin-grape produc
tion was reached in 1927, the bearing acre
age of these grapes has decreased by about 
100,000 acres or approximately 30 per 
cent." 

The area has actually been reduced from 
352,000 acres to 233,000 acres-nearly 
120,000 acres. 

This gives some idea of how seriously th:: 
raisin industry has been hit in recent years. 
An area equal to six times the aggregate of 
South Australian raisin vineyards or over 
double the aggregate of Australian raisin 
~ineyards has been forced out of cultivation. 
It is a fact that which should cause growers 
and opponents of control in our industry to 
think deeply and seriously. 

Professor A. E. Stokdyk, of the :University 
of California, last year, in a bulletin dealing 
with marketing of agricultural products, 
stated some principles and facts, some of which 
are worth quoting: 

"The philosophy of unlimiud competition 
cOntributed to the rapid development of a 
growing nation." 

"Now the United States has attained a com
plex, industrial structure, problems of un
balanced production are becoming acute." 

"There is a call for control of competition 
with administration by groups as in the period 
of guilds in England." 

"One of the fundamental weaknesses of 
voluntary action m restricting quant1t1es 
placed in channels of trade is that non-parti
cipating individuals derive the benefits with
out bearing the burden. Such individuals 
consider only self-interest they do not con
sider loss to themselves as well as to the in
dustry." 

"A small number of non-participants will 
wreck any scheme-inducing some to desen, 
others to lose enthusiasm." 

"To obtain control, benefits and costs 
should be prorated equitably amongst all 
growers by making participation compulsory 
if two-thirds or more of growers favor such 
action." 

The foregoing principles apply to the Aus
tralian dried fruits industry as they do to the 
Californian raisin industry. 

From the depths of despair, and the lowest 
prices on record, the Californian growers in 
1934 subscribed to a raisin marketing agree
ment under which a minimum of £14 a tOn 
was to be paid by packers to growers; 10 
per cent. of the raisins were to be withdrawn 
from the market and placed in by-product 
channels. 

This agreement was endorsed by the Federal 
Government, packers and growers' organisa
tions, and it promised to give stability to the 
Californian raisin growers. A raisin Control 
Board was set up. 

For 1935 the price to growers was fixed at 
£14 a ton to growers, and the stabilisation 
pool withdrawals from the market fixed at 
25 per cent. On the surface everything ap
pears to be all right, but what do we find 
under the surface? Thompson's ralSlns 
quoted Packed f.o.r. Fresno at 3f cents to 3:! 
cents. per lb.-equal to £13 a ton. 

In the Californian Press we read that while 
the larger packing companies are honoring the 
agreement, three smaller companies have 

broken prices and action is being taken against 
them in the law courts. 

WHERE THE DANGER LIES 
IT IS AN EXTRAORDINARY PARAL

LEL TO THE POSITION IN AUS
TRALIA. AN INDUSTRY IN EACH 
COUNTRY, FACED WITH THE PERILS 
OF OVER-PRODUCTION AND RUIN
OUS PRICES, IS BEING HELPED TO A 
SECURE POSITION BY SYMPATHETIC 
AND ENCOURAGING LEGISLATION 
-YET THROUGH THE SELFISH AC
TIONS OF A MINORITY OF GROW
ERS AND PACKERS THE BENEFITS OF 
SUCH LEGISLATION AND CONTROL 
ARE THREATENED WITH ONLY DIS
ASTER AS THE ALTERNATIVE. 

We hope our control scheme will stand the 
assault of its enemies, and if they win we will 
keep on fighting until we go down. Whilst we 
must wait for legal decisions we need not wait 
for a more vital decision. IT IS BUSINESS 
THE OUTSIDER IS AFTER. OUR BEST 
DEFENCE IS ATTACK. IF THE OUT
SIDER WINS HIS COURT CASE, BUT 
LOSES BUSINESS, HIS VICTORY IS A 
HOLLOW ONE. Let us attack his busine·ss; 
let every grower who knows a neighbor -~ealing 
with an outsider tell him what control means. 
Educate him to the value of the A.D.F.A. 
and the control system, and swing his fruit to 

A.D.F.A. sheds. In this way you will do your-

self justice and financial good. The future 
lies to a great extent in your own hands. 
(Prolonged applause). 

THE BUILDING OF THE DRIED FRUITS 
INDUSTRY 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom, addressing the 
rneeting said: 

"The history of the dried fruits industry 
in Australia really commences with the estab
lishment of the irrigation settlements at Mil
dura and Renmark about the year 1886; prior 
to that i few currants wer grown in South 
Australia. 

"Mildura and Renmark areas came into 
bearing about the year 1890 and the principal 
production at that time. was apricots and 
raisins and the tonnage produce·d was relatively 
small. During the 90's the settlements went 
through great hardships. The growers were 
each packing their own fruit and trying to 
market it individually with the result that by 
1896 THE GROWERS WERE OFFERED 
BY MERCHANTS IN MELBOURNE lfd 
PER LB. FOR THEIR FRUIT DELIVERED 
IN MELBOURNE, ALTHOUGH AT THAT 
TIME THE PRODUCTION WAS NOT 
NEARLY SUFFICIENT TO SATISFY 
LOCAL REQUIREMENTS. 

''These shocking conditions brought about 
the establishment of the Mildura Raisin Trust, 
when the growers all agreed to sell their fruit 

(Cintinued on Page 11) 
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through two merchants in Melbourne who un
dertook to sell at exactly the same price, terms 
and conditions. This was immediately success
ful and the result was a stabilised price right 
throughout Australia. 

"Finding this to work satisfactorily the' Ren
mark growers asked to be allowed to join 
forces with the Mildura growers and the Aus
tralias Dried Fruits Association was formed. 

"This fact is mentioned just to -show that 
away back when the production was less than 
required for the Australian market, how ab
soluely essential it was to have a definite sell
ing price and terms of sale and the conditions 
rigidly adhered to. 

"When the A.D.F.A. was formed it con
sisted of the growers -who produced the fruit, 
packers who packed the fruit and selling 
agents who sold the fruit, and all agreed t:0 

market the fruit under A.D.F.A. terms and 
conditions only and agents were under a bond 
to carry out all the conditions. 

"Some export of raisins took place about 
1901, but it was not until about 1910 that 
the export of fruit became general. 

"The A.D.F.A. then maintaining orderly 
marketing declared a percentage of the crop 
which had to be exported and every grower 
took his share of the export. 

"About this time, 1910, other irrigation 
areas in South Australia, Victoria and New 
South Wales were planted up and came into 
bearing and the tonnage produced increased. 

"The war then intervened in 1914 to 1918 
and overseas prices rose very high and the· 
A.D.F.A. maintained home prices at below 
the export returns. During this period cer
tain producers showed no interest at all in the 
Australian niarket, and some actually bought 
A.D.F.A. fruit from the growers and exported 
it to get the higher price in the United King
dom market. 

"In 1916 the Government, looking round 
to repatriate returned soldiers, decided to ex
tend the irrigation areas, and by 1921 there 
was a marked increase in production, and this, 
by 1924, had grown enormously. 

THE NEED FOR CONTROL 
"It was at this time that prices of dried 

fruits in world's markets slumped. Sultanas 
fell from £90 per ton to £40 per ton and 
currants and lexias fell even more disas
trously, and to save the industry and the 
newly-repatriated returned soldiers from abso
lute financial disaster the· A.D.F.A. approached 
the State Governments of Victoria and South 
Australia, the then big producing States, for 
'aid' in t_he establishment of a Dried Fruits 
Control Board and at the same time asked 
for the establishment of a Commonwealth 
Board to control the export. 

"At this peiiod the remarkable Red Cliffs 
settlement, with 700 returned soldiers, had 
hardly produced a berry of dried; fruit and 
we say very definitefy that had the industry 
not been controlled that Red Cliffs would 
have been a rank failure from the start. 

"The p1·oduction of o/ied fruits in Aus
tralia in 1901 was 2040 tons; in 1914, 14,000 
tons; in 1924, 44,700 tons; in 1933, 78,000. 
tons. 

"Picture what would have happened had 
that enormous increase from 44,000 tons in 
1924 to 78,000 t'ons in 1933 been thrown 
on the Australian and world's markets with
out any constructive thought and organisa
tion for it's disposal. 

THE WORK FOR THE PREFERENCES 
rrAway back in 1921 tbe A.D.F.A., at 

that time ttnder the p-residency of Mr. W. 
B. Chaffey, fores.;,w that as Smyrna and 
othn countries came into pmdttcfion again, 
j'Ollowi11g the war, that prices must in

eviifdbly fall to pre-war levels, a11d that 
with An-stralian high p-roduction costs 
the greatly incnased production from the 

nndy-jAantcd repatriation areas would not 
bt; able to com.j;ete. again-st f01·eign pro

duction in ·t!JC' British market unless we ob
tained a prefereuce and they commenced 
tbeir J!"rojwganda to obtain p-reference. 

"This was granted and became effective in 
!925. 

"The Export Board on its constitution then 
kept up representations for preference with 
Canada. This was grante·d in 1928. They 
then continued represent'ations for preference 
in New Zealand, and this was granted in 1933. 

"The 1·esult of these- prefe'rences has been 
that business in Canada, which was negligible 
prior to 1928 has increased until now that 
country takes over 13,000 tons per annum 
from us. New Zealand business is increasing 
fast since· preference was obtained. 

"The preferences granted are:-
'"U.K.: £10/10/ per ton on sultanas and 

lexias and £2 on currants. 
"'Canada: £18/13/4 per ton on all fruits. 
"New Zealand: £9/6/8 per ton on all 

fruits. 
"The Commonwealth Dried Fruit Control 

B-oard was established and collects a levy on 
a tonnagel basis from every grower in the 
industry and as it can be seen that the dif
ferent rates of preferences granted make some 
markets more favorable than others, and as 
the board is there to see absolute equity for 
every grower, it is in duty bound to estab
lish such regulations \vith regard to sales that 
will assure each grower obtaining and taking 
his fair share of each market. 

''Tbe case 1taken i1t Syd11ey by the Soutb 
Ausiralian. shippers representing five per 
cent. of the exp01·t is simply because the 
board is t'stahlishing sucb conditions that 
they ·will obtain ;the correct pe1·centage of 
t'ach mm·k.et 01t behalf of the growers they 
repr-esent. 

''To add to the marketing difficulties the 
countries producing in Europe, i.e., Greece, 
Smyrna, Spain and Russia, all depreciated 
their currencies and this enabled them to re
duce their price in the United Kingdom. 

"All these factors have a great bearing on 
the prices obtainable in the different markets 
and the Control Board has accomplished a 
colossal task in successfully fixing prices and 
maintaining them in the face of all these 
changes. 

"Since 1924 the prices of our main crop, 
sultanas, have gone steadily lower in the 
U.K. market, and for the past two years have 
averaged about £34 per ton. Still, by the 
sound and solid organisation the industrY has 
come through and paid its way. 

"Five thousand _five hundred producers have 
been able to make a living. Thirty thousand 
people settled in the dried fruit areas have car
ried along, and the whole' thing has been pos
sible only· because thorough organisation has 
been maintained and has followed the expan
sion of the industry step by step and antici
pated the trouble·s, and when sudden c-hanges 
have come about the organisation has been 
there to meet it all. 

"Now what do we see. James v. Common
wealth, and if this one individual wins then 
the fate of 30,000 people is simply that they 
must face, at the best, a greatly reduced 
status, and probably disaster. 

"Similarly in Crowe v. Commonwealth. If 
this group, repre·senting 5 per cent. of the 
tonnage, . wins, then price·s, low as they are, 
must go lower. 

"The paper given by the late Mr. H. S. 
Taylor, of the "Murray Pioneer," of Ren
mark, showe·d the disasters which occurred in 
Greece when the currant industry was not 
controlled. 

DANGEROUS INFLUENCES AT WORK 
"The foregoing statement shows how the 

A.D.F.A. has watched the growers' interests, 
and anticipated the moves necessary for their 
welfare and now, what do we find? The eight 
independent packers in South Australia con
testing the Export Act, and F. A. James try
ing to upset the Commonwealth trade regula
tions. What for? Certainly not the growers' 
interests, because by solidity certain advan
tages can be made from the marketing, but 
with dissension there is nothing to maintain 

Gl"eek currency £ sterling ...... . 
Pre War 

25.15 Dra·chmas 
New Currencv 

275 . 
Now 

515 
36~ 
600 

Spanish cmrency £ sterling- ..... . 25.25 Pesetes .............. . 
Turkish currency £ sterling .... . 25.22 Piastres ..... __ . 100 

Russian currency basis, what can be obtained 

"Then again, Australian currency was de
preciated by 25 per cent. below sterling; then 
sterling went off the gold standard. Canada 
was on another basis remaining with the Am
erican dollar and then whe·n the American 
dollar left the gold standard it followed it. 
New Zealand remained on sterling, but lateJ 

them and the growers' position must become 
worse. 

"The grower who sold 2-crown sultanas for 
cash in 1934 was paid £20 per ton, the grower 
who stood with the A.D.F.A. and took what 
the world•s markets gave him received for the 

{Continued on Page 12) 

AN AUSTRALIAN OFFICE 

Branches 

in Ail 

States 

ESTABLISHED 1849 

Agents 

in All 

Districts 

FIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT, LIVE STOCK, WORKERS' COMPENSATIOI'\ 

CROP, STACK AND MOTOR CAR 

INSURANCES EFFECTED 

Head Office: 53 Market Street, Melbourne 



1/ 

12 THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, SEPTEMBER 28, 1935 

A.D.F.A. BOARD VISITS SOUTH AUST. COLLOIDAL SULPHUR 
(Continued From Page 11) 

same fruit £26 to £28 per ton. It is amazmg 
that growers should want to sell for cash to 
men whose only object is to smash up all or
ganisation ·with the obvious desire to get the 
fruit from the grower much more cheaply." 

SECTION 92 
Mr. Winterbottom then dealt with Sect10n 

92 of the Commonwealth Constitution. Th~ 
discussion during the 1897 Federal Conven
tion in Adelaide shows very clearly that the 
words "absolutely free" referred only to the 
subject of uniform duties of customs. Mr. 
Isaacs, now Sir Isaac Isaacs, our Gove·rnor
General, said that' the words "absolutely free" 
were unnecessarily and dangerously wide and 
all that was needed was a prohibition of Inter
state duties and Sir George Turner feared that 
the words might be given a wider interpreta
tion than was intended. 

All the clauses in the Constitution, from 
86 to 95, are clauses dealing with duties of 
customs and how and what is to be done. The 
construction now placed on it that neither 
State nor Commonwealth has any powers of 
control over trade and commerce was never 
intended. If such a thing came about it would 
be too disastrous to contemplate, because Aus
tralia would soon be the prey of all the trad
ing pirates and brigands. Such a decision 
would give them a free hand. 

The words «absolutely free" are, read by 
themselves, unconstitutional, because if trade 
and commerce were to be absolutely free from 
all restraint why do we need a Constitution r 
Instead of that we have in our Constitution 
Sec-tion 51-1, which undoubtedly gives the 
Commonwealth Government power to make 
laws fov the good government withi respect 
to trade and commerce with other countries 
and among the States. Could anything be 
more definite than that? And then, if that 
is not' plain enough, there is Section 98 which 
says: The power of the Parliament to make 
laws with respect to trade and commerce ex
tends to navigation and shipping and to rail
ways, the property of the State. 

After reading these two clauses can it be 
thought that these men who framed the Con
stitution would have put Section 92 in be
tween them with the object of vetoing both? 
Australia federated to obtain int'erstate trade 
absolutelJI free .from duties of customs for
ever, and that is exactly what Section 92 gave 
. . . but it' never gave absolute freedom of 
trade, because that would be intolerable in any 
civilised country. 

GROWERS IMPRESSED 
In concluding, Mr. Winterbottom made a 

stirring appeal for greater Association strength 
in South Australia. (Applause). In its 3 5 
years' history the Association had never broken 
down, and it now stands solidly behind every
thing the control boards do. Five thousand 
growers' welfare is bound up with thorough 
organisation. 

We say it is essential. 
have the outside interests 
(Applause). 

If you lose it what 
to offer in its place? 

Mr. Snook asked permission to move a reso-

trol of fruit going over their border. 

Mr. Wheeler also asked was not the Export 
Board's ac·tion high handed in refusing for a 
confere·nce on the newly adopted regulations. 

Mr. Howie pointed out that the threaten
ing terms used in the letter, and the fact 
it had come from a solicitor precluded 'the 
Board's acquie·scence to confer With them. 

Mr. Snook asked if it could be considered 
wron§ for any·. body of men to negotiate 
through a single spokesman, and Mr. Howie 
replied that it was a different matter if came 
through a lawye·r. 

Mr. G. Eaton moved, and 11r. C. L. Ashen
den seconded a vote of thanks to the speak
ers and this was carried with acclamation. 
Mr. Howie responded. 

The same speakets addressed a meeting of 
Berri and Barmera growers at Glossop last 
night (Wednesday). 

AT GLOSSOP 
The meeting was held under the auspices 

of the A.D.F.A. branches covering Berri and 
Barmera. 

It was interesting to note the presence of 
Messrs. F. Setterberg, manager of the outside 
shed of Crowe and Newcombe at Barmera, 
and W. F. McConnell, the secretary of the 
Outsiders' Association. 

The speakers dealt with the same matters 
as at Renmark. 

AT THE RENMARK MEETING 
Mr. Wheeler, manager of the outside firm of 

Crowe and Newcombe, asked Mr. Howie why 
the outside attack on control was being used 
by the A.D.F.A. as a stick to whack the out
sider with? 

Mr. Howie said that people who attacked 
dried fruits control with the intention of 
smashing it down should be told frankly what 
was coming. 

By A. 1'. LYON. M.Ag.Sc. 
Many growers have asked for information 

on the so-called "Colloidal Sulphur." This 
preparation is in line with up-to-date advance
ment in spray practice, whereby lesser quan
titieS in finer and more efficient form are super
ceding larger quantities less finely divided. 

In vine spraying in the Murray Valley dis
tricts, colloidal sulphur has an undoubted 
value. Incorporated with Bordeaux mixture, it 
affords a cheap and efficient method by which 
early sulphur treatment for Oidium is given. 

One pound (I lb.) of colloidal sulphur per 
50 gallons of spray incorporated in the Bor
deaux sprayings from mid-October onward, 
constitutes sound practice. The quantity used 
per acre is usually less than 1 lb. and appears 
small, but it has proved of value for diseases 
of fruit trees similar to Oidium of the vine. 

I know of no cases where the small quan
tity of colloidal sulphur added to Bordeaux 
and used on vines has been accepted as suffi
cient treatment. We view it at present as 
being a very useful supplementary spray, pre
ceding the mdinary dr,y sulphurings in which 
much larger quantities are used from flower
ing time onward. The relatively late sulphur
ings, as practiced in recent years, have not 
given satisfactory protection against Oidium_, 
and for this reason, the supplementary earlier 
treatment with colloidal sulphur should prove 
of advantage. 
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lutions to the effe~t that the E:rport Control "WARATAH" WIRE NETTING 
Board should recerve a deputatron from the 
Independent Packers' Association. "W ARAT AH" TYEASY FENCE WIRE 

After lengthy discussion, in which various "WARATAH" HINGED JOINT FENCE 
speakers strongly condemned the proposal as "WARATAH" B.H.P. STAR STEEL FENCE 
bemg out of order unless there were an assur-
ance that the Independents would withdraw POSTS 
their appeal tq the court, the motion was "W ARAT AH" BARBED WIRE 
lost by an overwhelming majority. "WARATAH" MOTOR PASSES, ETC. 

QUESTIONS 60% OF AUSTRALIA'S PRIMARY .PRODUCTION IS CONSUMED IN AUSTRALIA 
Mr. R. Fisher asked what would be the A WEEK'S WORK FOR FOUR AUSTRALIANS IS CREATED EVERY TIME A MILE 

value of the State Boards if the Federal Board OF NETTING IS SOLD 

were done away with. IMPORTED NETTING ROBS THEM AND THEIR FAMILIES OF A LIVELIHOOD 

Mr. Howie: They would be powerless. ex- Made by Rylands Bros. (Aust.) Ltd., Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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