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A Review of Production and Marketing Prospects for 
CURRANTS 

It is estimated that the currant crop for 
193 5 will reach -rhe record of 20,000 tons. 
This crop has been less affected by hail or 
frost than any of the other fruits. Growing 
cOnditions have been very suitable and aver
age quality is much better than for some 
years. 

The probable distribution of this crop m;1y 
be set out as:-

..... United Kingdom 

...... Commonwealth 
Canada 
N e"' Zealand 
Other markets 

Total 

Tons 
13,500 

3,500 
2,000 

600 
400 

20,000 

With such a large portion of the pack going 
to the United Kingdom, it is impossible to 
forecast values with any feeling of confidence. 
For some years Greek currants have· been 
marketed at reasonable prices, but in the past. 
year a new policy has been adopted-that is, 
to endeavor w sell a larger quantity of cur
rants at a lower price. It will probably be 
found a mistaken policy, as experience and re
cords show that consumption of fruit is rea
sonably constant from year to year, and is 
not affected by price fluctuations. Mean
while, we have to place our fruit on export 
markets with this unsatisfactory fact.or in 
competition. As growers wish some idea of 
values we may hazard a guess at results. 
Commonwealth sales (17.5)'{-, at 

£40 per ton) £7 0 0 
Canadian sales (10~>;, ar £26 per 

ron) £2 12 0 
New Zealand and East (5%, at 

{26 per ton) £1 6 0 
United Kingdom (67.5':~,, n £20 

per ton) £13 1Q 0 

Net sweat-box value per ton £24 8 0 
Commonwealth, Canadian and New Zea

land values are based on opening prices, Unit
ed Kingdom values "m~ based on an average 

Season 1935 · ·· · · ln Nya11-Woorinen districts the pack this 
year will be about 2500 tons compared with 
over 7000 tons last year. In the M.I.A. prac
tically the whole crop has been lost'. In Vic
toria, drying conditions have been the most 
difficult since 1924. Cold and cloudy condi
tions with light showers, have alternated with 
spells of good weather. In consequence, grow
ers have been put to much added e~pense. 
Fortunately little rain has fallen, and so the 
fruit is of good quality and much superior 

By P. MALLOCH 

selling price of £3 2 per ton. The :figures 
stated are net sweat--box prices to growers. 

Opening prices in London for new sea
son•s currants are £44 per ton, but this can
not be taken as a guide to the season•s values. 
Sales in all other markets have opened strongly, 
and we may anticipate a regular demand at 
the prices fixed. 
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SULTANAS 
As a result of losses from frost and hail, 

the sultana crop is anticipated to be about 
40,000 tons-as compared with 43,000 tons 
bst ye·ar. The heaviest losses have occurred 
in r.he Red Cliffs, Nyah-Woorinen districts, 
and in the Murrumbidgee irrigation areas. At 
Red Cliffs the loss is calculated at 7000 tons. 

to the pack of 1934. . . 
South Australian growers harves~ed t_l}e~r 

crops under more adverse conditions as t·h~Y 
had several heavy falls of rain to contend 
with. The pack of this State will, therefore, 
be of lower quality than . in the -past:· two 
seasons. 

Probable distribution of the 
may be reckoned as follows:-

United Kingdom 
Canada 
Commonwealth 
New Zealand and the· East 

Total 

sul t.ana crop 

Tons 
19,000 
11,000 

7,000 
3,000 

40,000 

Opening sales in the· Commonwealth, 
Canada, and New Zealand have been very 
good, and we may reasonably anticipate the 
foregoing tonnages to be taken up at opening 
prices, or better, during the season. A good 
deal of optimism has been expressed in regard 
to prospects on the British marker., and while 
a degree _of optimism is warranted t:here are 
factors in existence which justify a note of 
caution. 

Latest advices from Smyrna disclose that 
the i934 crop was 50,000 tons as compared 
with the estimates of 40,000 tons given in 
September last. In March stocks on hand 
were stated as 10,000 tons, with a weakening 
market. Prices quoted were equal to £42 to 
£50 per ton, duty paid, London. Persian .sul
tanas are being offered at £32 per ton duty 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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COMMONWEALTH SA~ES 
VINE FRUITS 

The Association sales in r.he Common
wealth for season 19 3 5, to the end of April, 
are as follows; and compare with the figures 
at the same date for the two previous years:-

1935 1934 1933 
Tons Tons Tons 

Cunants 619 1776 532 
Sultanas 1240 3887 1328 
Lexias 336 219 143 

-- -- --
2!95 5882 2003 

At the end of April last year, a rise in the 
price of currants and sultanas had .taken place, 
which accounts for the difference in sales, a:, 
compared with this year, but this leeway will 
no doubt be n1.ade· up during the next few 
months. Lexia sales this year are well ahe:td 
of last ye;1r. 

TREE FRUITS 

1935 !934 1933 
Tons Tons Tons 

Apricots 230 !16 305 
Nectarines 7 4 14 
Peaches 58 27 112 
Pears I 6 7 

296 !53 438 

Sales this year show considerable improve
ment over 1934 and it is hoped that the in
crease shown at this date will be maintained. 

PRUNES 

Sales to the end of April amount to 16S 
tons, as compared with 161 tons at the same 
time last year. 

@"""""'''"'''''"''''''''''''""''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

j Mr. Mulvaney At Mildura 

Speaking in response to Mr. Mackie's 

expressions of appreciation for his efforts 

on behalf of the industry in the est-ab

lishment of the Commonwealth Drir~d 

Fruits Control Board, and, later, the in
troduction of preference for our pro

ducts, Mr. Mulvaney said that rather 

should thanks be offered the grovters' and 

commercial representatives on the Board, 

whose co-ope-ration had gained for the 

Board the reputation of having no parel

lel in the British Empire. Mr. Mulvaney 

referred to the ir.q.porta_nt part Colonel 

Cosgrave had taken in securing an ex

tension until March of the Canadian 

preference. There was room for hope 

: that the benefit would be permanent. 

:;,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,:: 
Export Control Figures 

Sales of dried fruits in the United Kingdom 
to May 18, 1935, were:-

Season 193 5 

SULTANAS 
Average 
price ton 
£46/3/6 

CURRANTS 
5 02 tons £37/9/9 

LEXIAS 
7 tons £38/3/1 

Season 1934 

SULTANAS 
Tons 

Unsold 1508 

CURRANTS 
Unsold 24 

LEXIAS 
Unsold 44 
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S.A. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

A considerable volume of business was 

transacted at a recent meeting of the South 

Austnlian Board. The following special 

matters were dealt with:-

Cartage in Bags: Consideration was given 
to a special report of the Assistant Xnve·stiga
tion. Officer (Inspector: Connolly) on his visit 
to the Barossa area to inquire into the matter of 
cartage in bags of currants to packing houses. 
The report disclosed no further grounds for 
granting exemptions from the regulation r(!
quiring that wooden containers be employed. 

Levy: A determinatiOn was made fixing 
the le~y for 19"3"5' seaSon's "fruit at· One·-thirty 
second of one penny per lb ( 5 /I 0 per ton) 
on the packed weight-the rate being uni
form with that in operation in New Sourh 
Wales and Western A.ustralia. 

Publicity.-The Board's appropriation to 
the funds of the Joint Publicity Scheme: was 
agreed to and the secretary was .. ·,diiected to 
interview the committee for the Centenary 
Celebrations with a view to the industry being 
represented in the State Centenary Display. 

Coonawarra District.-Report of Inspector 
Connolly on his visit to Coonawarra to sup
ervise the grading and packing at the newly
established packing house ·in t~at district was 
considered and the satisfaction expressed by 
the growers on the visit of 'rhe inspector was 
noted. 

Cultural Practices-Non-irrigated Areas.
Repmt of Mr. A. V. ·~r,~n, M. Ag.Sc., on his 
recent visit to the Clare and Barossa areas, in 
company with Board members and Professor 
Prescott, was laid on the table and the sec
retary was directed to arrange for Press pub
lication of the report. 

Royal Agricultural Society's Spring Show.
I t was agreed to donate a sum of up to 
£10/10/ for awards in the Cookery Section 
in connection with the Spring Show of t-he 
Royal Agricultural and Horticultural Society, 
on condition that the competitors employC'd 
dried fruit ingredients in their entries. 

Inferior Quality Fruit and Retailers.-The 
secretary submitted memorandum on recent re
ports of the Chief Investigation Officer on 
inferior quality fruit being displayed in sub
urban retailers' shops and made recommen
dations for a method of co-operation between 
the Board and retailers. The report was re
ceived and the secrerarv was directed to conf.:;r 
with the secretary of 'the Retail Grocers' As
sociat-ion. 

A REVIEW OF PRODUCTION AND MAR
KETING PROSPECTS FOR 1935 

(Continued from Page 1) 
paid. Californian prices range from £37 to 
£44 per ton, duty paid, London. 

We have ·rhUs a good price market, but fac
tors in. unsold stocks in competitive countries 
which may cause some concern before the sea
son 1s oyer. We may again hazard an opinion 
as to sweat box values based on opening 
prices:-
Commonwealth (17.5j{, at £42 

per ton) £7 7 0 
Canada, New Zealand, etc. (35%, 

at £26/10/ per ron) £9 5 6 
United Kingdom (47.5%, at £23 

per ton) £11 I 6 

Net swe·at-box value per ton £27 14 0 
The United Kingdom return ts based on an 

average selling price of £3 5 per ton. Any 
variation in this price will, of course, affect 
the returns to growers. 

LEXIAS 
The position in regard to lexias is obscure. 

In 1934 the Victorian pack was 4000 tons 
and the South Australian pack 2800 tons
a total of 6800 tons. The pack for 1935 in 
Victoria is. reckoned to be 3000 tons~ and in 
South Australia it is stated to b~ as low as 
750 tons; bur. \Ve may calculate in round 
figures 1000 tons-a total of 4000 torts. 

The shortage in the South Australian pack 
is due to the heavy demand for fresh grapes 
from the wineries. 

Commonwealth demand for lexias will b~ 
2500 tons. 

In 'New Zealand and Canada we could sell 
1000. tons each, so -t.here is an undoubted 
shortage in lexias. It is apparen.t --·that the 
available supplies will have to. be rationed 
with due regard to the interests of growers 
and our . responsibilities under trade. treaties. 
Under the circumstances it is impossible w 
indicate valttes, but we consider thit prices 
to gro:wers should be about" £2 5 per -ton. 

PUBLICITY VANS 
The Association Publicity Vans are now 

working the following territory:-
Mr. A. E. Hammet: New South Wales. 
Mr. A. E. Matthews: South Australia. 
Mr. J. L. Gibbs: Victoria. 
Messrs. Hammer and Gibbs have completed 

their visits to State Schools around :Melbourne, 
but Mr. Matthews is still visiting schools in 
and around Adelaide. The vans in Victoria 
and New South Wales are now visiting coun
try centres, where very great interest is being 
shown by the scholars at the various schools 
and the general public, at' the meetings ar
ranged. 

The Mildura Co .. operative Fruit 
Co. Ltd. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL, £!00,000 PAID UP FUNDS £62,000 

Nectarines, Muscatels. 

CITRUS PACKED: Navel, Valencia and Other Oranges, Mandarins, Lemons, Grape 
Fruit. 

Manufacturers of Marmalade, Jams, Lemon and Mixed Peel, Candied Peel, Tomato 
Sauce, Worcester Sauce, Tomato Soup, Lemon Juice, Lemon Squash, Orange Juice, 
and other' products • 

Packing Sheds: Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Birdwood 
and Curlwaa 

Sales Offices: Melbourne, Sydney', Brisbane, London 

Grewers are Invited to ]ofn; ~he _.Company 
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Canadian Week In Sunraysia District 
Visit By The Canadian Trade Commissioner 

Following a decision by the Federal Council 
the Mildura District Council of the A.D.F.A. 
recently carried out :t drive to feature Cana
dian goods. 

All bodies co-operated-window dressing, 
street posters, visits to schools and the ex
cellent hdp of "Sunraysia Daily" all went 
to make the effort a success. A very pleasant 
clim:Jx to the "Week" was a visit by the 
Canadian Trade Commissioner, Colonel L M. 
Cosgrave, D.S.O., accompanied by Mr. Mul
vany, Economic Advisor to the· Export Con
trol Board. The party spent two days in the 
district and were shown every aspect of the 
industry. Colonel Cosgrave made many 
friends by his visit and many invitations were 
extended to him to visit the district again, 
especially from t-he returned soldier organisa
tions, the members of which have vivid recol
lections of the work of the Canadian Divisions 
in France, e·specially on Augttst 8 and 9, 1913, 
when the whole of the Canadian and Aus
tralian Forces went into action together. 

The following letter from Colonel Cosgrave 
gives an excellent indication, of his impressio11s 
on his visit:-

The Editor, 

"Australian Dried Fruits News," 

Mildura, Victoria. 

Dear Sir,-I -...vould like to take this oppor
tunity to express the sincere appreciation of 
the Canadian Government and myself, as 
Canadian Government Track Commissioner to 
Australia, for the very kind reception and 
valuable inform::ttion afforded me during my 
recent visit. to the dried fruits are:t of North
west Victoria, including Mildura, Red Cliffs, 
Merbein, and Cardross. 

As you are aware, the Dried Fruits Control 
Board were good enough to invite me as 
Canadian Commissioner, to be their guest, and 
se·e at first hand, not only the development. of 
Australia's dried fruits industry, but to gain 
some conception of the remarkable results 
which have been achieved by a far-sighted 
plan of irrigation and drainage. 

At the same time, my Government desire 
me to express personally, on their behalf, their 
keen ;;ppreciation of the splendid reciprocity 
extended throughout the dried· fruits area, 
towards the products of t.heir sister Dominion, 
Canada, sponsored primarily by the "Sunray
sia Daily," and so generously supported, not 
only by the packing companies and traders, 
but by the growers throughout North-we,~t 
Victori:t. 

The arrangement-s for my visit were all that 
could be desiied, and enabled me to see, under 
practical working conditions, all branches of 
the industry. 

As a result, I feel that I can now confidently 
:.<ssure Canadian consumei"s and importers of 
this important Australian product, t-hat not 
only has Australia succeeded in producing 
dried fruits equal to any other part of the 
world, but that there is abundant- evidence of 
a never-ceasing desire for still greater im
provement, if possible, which, coupled with the 
meticulous care and supervision of grading, 
packing and inspection, ensures that, so f.1r 
as is humanly possible, Australia's dried frui.rs 
are leaving Australia's shores in as perfect con
dition as obtained in ;'tny other part of tl-le 
world. 

I would like p;:trticubrly, to pay tribute to 
the remarkable success being achieved in the 
solution of drainage and seepage problems, 
which have proved such a stumbling block in 
irrigation cenr.res in other parts of the world, 
but which in Austn.lia have· obviously been 

"'"""'"""'"''"'''"""'''''"""'""""'"""""""""""'"""""'""""" 

COLONEL L. M. COSGRAVE, D.S.O. 

"'''"'""''''''""'"'""'""""'"""""'"""'""'"""'""""''"'""'"""'" 

successfully overcome as a result of your Gov
ernment research work, and splendid co-open
tion between all sections of the dried fruits 
industry. Through the courtesy of Mr. A. V. 
Lyon and the Commonwealth Research 
Laborar.ory, I was given an opportunity to sec, 
at first hand, something of the problems which 
have been overcome in regard to the- elimina
tion of salinity, and in the improvement of 
quality and production, and was further en
abled to see the concrete results of this splen
did research work in my visit to various blocks, 
:md discussions with growers. 

As an ex-service man also, I was de·eply im
pressed with the splendid work accomplished 
by the soldier settlers at Red Cliffs, which pro
vides an outstanding example for the whole 
Empire, and indiptes so graphically what can 

BUY CANADIAN PRODUCTS 
In 1934_. Canada purchased from her sister Dominion--Anstralia-97 per cent. of her 
imports of currants, 77 per ·cent. Raisins, 23 per cent. Preserved Fruits, 7 per cent. 
Sugar. 15 !)er cent. VVil1es, and 18 per cent. \Vool. Total imports from Australia in-

creased 20 per cent. in 1934. 

Empire Reciprocity is the Key to Empire Success 
The follo-..ving products are \Yide1y kno>,vn to Australian buyers:-
Canadian Tools, Axes, Hammers, Hatchets, Shovels, Axe and Tool Handles, 
Lamps, Camp Stoves, Canned Salmon, Kippered Herrings, Sardines, Wall· 
papers, Rubber Sand Shoes, Gum Boots, Gloves, Typewriter Carbon Paper, 
Brake Linings, Spark Plugs, Saws, Oilcloths, Building Boards, Electric and 
Gas Stoves, Electric Rangettes, Electric and Alarm Clocks, and Dolls. 

ASK YOUR TRADER TO STOCK THEM 
For Particulars and Information regarding Canadian products address: 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TRADE COMMISSIONER, 90 Queen St., Melbourne, C.1 

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE, CANADA 

be accomplished by sheer perseverance and 
application in peace time of that splendid fight
ing spirit which meant so much to the Empir•.! 
during the Great War. 

May 1, in conclusion, pay a tribute to t"n~ 
coming citizens of Austt•alia's dried fruits 
areas, whom I had the pleasure of mee·ting and 
addressing at the Mildura State and High 
Schools. With such splendid material, Am
tralia has lirrre to fear in the future, and I 
was greatly impressed by their keen intelli
gence and splendid healthy physique. 

During my official tour of Canada next year, 
I now feel that I can tell Canadian audienc<;!s 
something of what Australia has accomplished 
in the production of dried fruits and, in parti
cular, assist in some small degree, towards th~ 
development of Canadian-Australian recipro
city, not only in trade, but in the sympathetic 
understanding of Australia's problems. 

May I phce on record my deep appreciation 
cf the kindness and courtesies extended to me, 
as Ca1nda's representative, by the Dried Fruirs 
Control Board, and the various local associa
tions whom I had the pleasure of meeting dur
ing my visit. 

In conclusion, I am sure your readers w;ll 
be interested in the following cabled advices 
just. reecived, cove-ring 1934 imports into 
Canada from Australia, of dried fruits and 
other Australian commodities, which sho;;v 
that, of Cam.da's total imports, 97 per cent. 
of her imports of currants were from Austra
lia, 77 per cent. of her raisins were also from 
Aust.ralia, 23 per cent. of fruits pre·served in 
liquid, 15 per cent. of wines, 18 per cent. wool, 
:tnd 7 per ccnr. sugar. 

You will realise, therefore, that Canada i~ 
making every effort to increase and extend 
her business from Australia, in recognition of 
the fact that Aust-ralia is now Canada's third 
best customer, ranking immediately after the 
United Kingdom and the Unite-d States, and 
from the abundant evidence during my visit, 
of a sincere desire for reciprocal trade, I feel 
sure that Canadian-Australian trade is on a 
sound and happy footing.-Yours fa.ithfulyl, 

L. M. COSGRAVE, 
Canadian Trade Commissioner. 

GIFT ORANGES FOR 
LONDON FRIENDS 

The increasing popularity of a case of chois·e 
South Australian Washington navel oranges as 
a· gift to friends or relatives overseas has en
couraged the Murray Citrus Grov.~ers' Asso
ciation tO feature a gift scheme in connection 
with its 193 5 exporQ to the United Kingdom. 
The Otranro, sailing on June 27 has been 
selected as the gift fruit ship and gift orders 
can be accepted only in connection with thls 
shipment. 

For 23.' (cash with order and inst-ructions) 
a case containing one and a third bushels of 
choice River and Washington navels will be 
delivered to anv address in Great Britain .. Full 
address should, accompany remittance which 
covers all costs, including delivery. 

To ensure only sound fruit going forward 
to addresses, gift cases will be specially sele·ct
ed from the Otranto consignment on arriv.tl 
in London (August 1). A particular count 
or general direction as to size of fruits de
sired ("large," "medium," or "small") may 
be indicated when ordering. 

Besides providing a most acceptable gift, 
a case of Riverland oranges is an excellent ad
vertisem.ent for Australia and her primary pro
ducts, and the medium should prove a popu
lar means of conveying a good will gestu::e 
to overseas friends and relatives. 

Orders for gift .oranges should be forwarded 
to reach the Murray Citrus Growers, Co
operative Association, 52 Pirie Chambers, 
Pirie Street, Adelaide, not later than June 
21. 
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Dried Fruit Production • tn Western Australia 
•• •• Pruning The Zante Currant 

Cultural Methods 
Rod Pruning 

TRAINING YOUNG VINES 
Though standard methods are in general use~ 

one or two points may be mentioned. There 
has been a fairly general tendency to wrap the 
developing arm closely around the trellis wir-..'!, 
with the result that the wires are embedded in 
the arms. In some cases, this is featured to d1e 
extent that the vines have become unprofitabb. 
Correction is possible only at the second or third 
year, by unwrapping the developing :-~rm and 
laying it lightly on or around the wire. Where 
old vines are damaged by the trellis wires 
severely, reconstitution appears necessary. 

By A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc., Research Station, Merbcin 

On a recent visit to Western Australia, Mt. 
Lyon addressed meetings of growers on gene!-,ll 
practices of the dried fruits industry. Requesr.s 
have been received seeking information on cer
tain features of this addre·ss. 

PRUNING OF THE ZANTE CURRANT 

The currant vine is generally spur-pruned, 
although spur-and-rod pruning is practiced in 
a number of districts. Spur-pruning consi~rs 
of pruning to two buds, the first of which is 
the first distinct bud out from the base. The 
data obtained at Merbein includes measure
ments of the length of various shoots arising 
from spurs, rods, and adventitiously; and the 
weight, color, and sugar content of the bunches 
borne on these various types of shoots. A close 
correlation has been noted between the· size of 
the shoot, and the quantity and quality of the 
grapes borne thereon. Briefly, it is found that, 
excluding rank shoots, the biggest shoots arise 
from spurs and these shoot-s produce the be'it 
bunches. 

Bunches borne on adventitious shoots, and 
on shoots arising on rods, are inferior to those 
borne on spurs. Results have shown that, if 
12 to 13 additional spurs are retained, and 
the adventitious shoots disbudded in early 
spring, a full crop of superior quality can be 
obtained. The extra spurs provide additional 
bunches, to replace those cast off on the ad
ventitious shoots. The concensus of opinion 
in the Swan Valley is that similar results ap
ply locally. There has been a general trend 
towards spur-pruning in recent years, though 
in some cases, mainly associated with loss of 
spurs on deteriorating vines, rod-pruning is 
still practiced. On the other hand, there h:1.s 
been no serious att.empt to practice disbudding 
of the adventitious shoots. Randomised count'5 
disclose that these undesirable shoots are re
tained to an excessive degree, and in many 
cases predominate. 

Spur borne fri.tit has the advantage of easit_:r 
harvesting; earlier maturity, and cheaper prun
mg. On the other hand, additional labor, par
ticularly in the first year, is required, but on 
the whole, economy in labor results when dis
budding is practised each year. I:s import
ance in maintaining a high standard of quality 
is generally recognised. 

CINCTURING 

The time of cincturing, in reference to the 
deyelopment of the flowers and fruit, was dis
cus~ed with growers, and opinions were eX·· 
pressed that the results of cincturing were 
often unsatisfactory, scanty and undeveloped 
bunches at' times result.ing. At the date of 
inspection, the stage of development of th~ 
t1owers afforded opportunity for observation. 
It is apparent that the diftic1.1lties are associated 
with difference·s in the dates of flowering of 
spur borne, cane borne, and adventitious 
shoots. On the majority of spur borne shoots, 
setting was complete, and the berries rapidly 
increasing in size; while on adventitious 
shoots, many inflorescence-s were still at the 
flowering stage. 

Trunk cincturing with one double cut is 
general, and is perferably carried out when 
the majority of berries have set. It is ob
viously impossible to synchronise the operation 
of cincturing with the formation of berries 
under conditions of differential development of 
the inflorescences. 

Sultana cincturing is practised in a few 
instances. This practice has been generally 
dropped in the Eastern States, as the increase 

in yield for the first year is accompanied by 
delayed maturat_ion and poore.r_ quality; and in 
Stlbsequent years by poor quality canes and d~
creasing yields. Cinctured sultanas in the WeH 
appear to exhibit similar characteristics. 

RECONSTRUCTION 

Inspections disclosed that·, as in the Eastern 
States, there are many vineyards in which the. 
proportion of low producing vines is so g1·ea t 
th:1.t satisfaccory yields are not being obtained. 
Reconditioning of vines IS being practised 
rather on individual vines than a systemati,: 
b~sis. Investigations and observations in the 
Eastern States have shown that reconstruction 
is warranted when the cumulative effects of 
drastic pruning, cincwring, and unfavorabL.: 
seasons are such, that loss of spurs and accu
mulation of dead wood are excessive·. In ex
treme cases, inCl"eases in yield up to 100 per 
cent. or even higher have resulted from recon
st.ruction. Inspe·ctions show that there arc 
many vineyards in \"\!estern Australia wher:.: 
similar benefits from reconstitution, may b.:
anticipated. 

The practice on a commercial scale is reh
ti'l(ely new, and further investigations of ap
propriate methods is necessary before agret::
ment is reached on this point. At present the 
method of cutting the vine off at the grounJ 
level and developing a new vine from a water 
shoot, is most favored. In such cases, ne\v 
roots, as well as a new vine, usually result. 

The operation IS facilitated if a water shoot 
can be developed in the year previous to the 
severance of the trunk, by scarring the bun 
of the vine at ground level. Disbudding of 
\Vater shoots is materially decreased by de
veloping a water shoot for pruning to two 
buds before severance of the trunk. The buds 
on the one-year-old water shoot develop se:~
sonally, while the water shoots develop later 
or not at all. 

This me·rhod of reconstitution is not pos
sible with grafted vines, as the developin:; 
shoot arises from the stock. Severance of the 
trunk higher up is necessary to obtain a shoot 
from the scion, and this has been practised ir: 
relatively few cases. 

Experience in reconstitution IS at present 
mainly limited to the currant. In the case of 
the sultana, the severed butt frequently fails 
to grow at all unless a water shoot has de
veloped naturally or as a result of scarring in 
the previous year. 

In the case of the sultana, excessively long 
secc~rp.dary arms, with development of dead 
wood, is noticeable in many cases. De:1d 
wood is rather abundant on all vines. A cut 
on a vine, unlike many fruit t1·ees, never 
heals. Present day policy involves leaving a 
dist.rict: "stub" beyond the terminal bud, and 
limitation of cutting in general to one-ye:tr
old wood. Drastic pruning with a saw should 
be limited as far as possible to dead wood, 30 

as to prevent excessive die-back into the trunk 
and arms. 

ROD-PRUNED VARIETIES 

The careful selection, and quantitative bal
a~lCing, of fruiting wood may be viewed as 
the chief problem. \Ve have recently publish
ed data showing a close correlation between 
the ~oral growth on a bearing rod, and the 
quantity of grapes borne thereon. Excessive 
bearing wood results in later maturing and 
poorer quality fruit, with a slight increase jn. 

yield of the current year, which does not com
Pensate for other disadvantages. 

Pruning to good quality wood only, limited 
in quantity so that similar good quality may 
be obtained for the following year, is viewed 
as ideal practice. Local experience, including 
variations necessit-ated by different environ
ments, is necessary to determine the maximum 
quantity of gOod bearing wood which can be 
perpetuated. There is some evidence in the 
Swan Valley of undesirable results through re
tention of an excessive number of poorly de
veloped rods, and of rods drastically cracked, 
on the sultana. 

CULTURAL METHODS 
Soil work, including weeding, is general!y 

of a high standard, although the general ab
sence of shallow summer ploughing is noted. 
Sub-soiling, :ear-ticularly for newly-planted, or 
replanted land, and for reconstituted vines, 
would be beneficial. The burying of cuttings 
is being taken up, and further extensions with 
beneficial results may be anticipated. The 
quantity of artificial fertiliser applied is in 
general lower than in Eastern States, particu
larly in reference to nitrogenous fertilisers; 
and may account for the lack of growth on 
some vineyards. 
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DRAINAGE 
The dra)nagt jJroblcm ba:; been thoroughly handlr:d at Red Cliffs, where there are 

nearly 670 boldings. In tbe very near future the wbole area will be served by a j;ij;e system 
of outfall maim ranging from 2ft. to 6in. aud at depths of from 6ft. to 60ft. The in
ternal drainage of these blocks at present totals apjn-oximately 450 1niles. Visithtg authori
ties baue expressed the opinion tbat this scbeme is tbe most efficient and comprebensfye 
of its kjm/ tbat tbey have seen. The writer of this article, Mr. R. Williams, has bad cbarg,· 
of the lay-out and general supervision of most of tbjs work during the last seU(.'!l years, 
ami bas collC'cted some very valuable data. He is regarded as a jnactical autbority 011 tb.is 
a!l-imlmrtant matter of drainage. 

By R. WILLIAMS, Red Cliffs 
With the advent of community outfall provide efficient drainage; if the condition of 

drainage schemes in the Victorian irrigation the block is not too bad, a lateral every 
settlements many growers are thinking drain- eighth row will ofttimes prove suffic-ient. 
age. A few notes on current drainage prac- Experience has proved thn laterals run in 
tice may be of interest to those about to drain. the same direction as the watering give the 

The chief function of drains is to keep the best results. 
level of free wJ.ter at some fixed depth best That laterals run parellel with the direction 
adapted to the crop grown. In the case of of watering have several advantages over 
vmes expenence has shown that a depth of those run in the direction o~ greatest. slope., 
4ft. 6in. to 5ft. is sufficient. can be seen from the followmg:-

Observation of many miles of trench~s 

opened in vineyards show that the bulk of vine 
roots occur down to the 2ft. 6in level, es
pecially so in red sandy loam soil, so that 4ft. 
6in. provides a fair safety margain. 

In laying out a vineyard for drainage the 
position of the main drains is the first step. 
These should be placed so that they ·will com
mand the whole planted area. 

If possible the services of a surveyor should 
be obtained and these lines graded and pegged. 
The depth of the main should be such tb1t 
allowing for fall to the main drain no part of 
any lateral is shallower than 4ft. 6in. 

The absolute mmimum fall allowed should 
be 2in. per chain and, if possible, to get .it 
without much increase in depth of cutting 
3in. per chain would be better. 

Laterals should be spaced evcl-y formh row 
in the area to be drained (i.e., 40 to 44fr. 
apart, according to width of rows). This ">'rilJ 

Take laterals running through a salty or 
seepy patch it is quite obvious where these 
are run along the direction of watering d11t 
harmful alkalis would be leached out along 
the entire length of the drain and the trouble 
cleaned up quicker than where the drains were 
run at an agle to the watering the leaching 
action then would be confined to a small patch 
where the water crossed the line of the drain. 

Another benefit with drains rUJ.1 in the 
direct-ion of '\'Vatering is that they carry the 
surplus water from the tops of the· rows. 
which more often tlun not are over-watered, 
well down in the sub-soil to the other ends 
which often do not get sufficient. this factor 
has been of great help in many cases in 
shot·tening the watering period and has great
ly improved some patches which it was diffi
cult to get to take the water. 

A point which often causes considerable 
trouble with drains run 'lcross direction of 
watering, more especially on sandy slopes is 
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the difficulty to prevent wat-er from breakir.~ 
away sidew~1ys; in fact, once a gutter get'> 
formed the danger is always there·. 

Laterals run into sandv rises should be· car
ried as deep as economi~ally possible. 

A few figures as to the length of p1p:.-s 
required per acre, at. different spacmgs, hter-· 
als only, may be of use:-

40-feet apart 
44-feet 
SO-feet 
88-feet 

1089 feet 
1002 

545 
500 

In regard to labor r.o be employed, if job i.'> 

to be done by contract remember that the 
cheapest tender is not always the best. Drain-· 
age is a job to be done properly and it is far 
cheaper in the e-nd t.o give a shilling or so more 
to get the best man. In any case, whether the 
WOl'k is done contract or by day labor, make 
sure the pipclayer is an experienced and car<:
ful man, because a careless layer can mar th..:: 
whole job. 

Pipes must be laid to grade·, and mains and 
any doubtful parts of laterals should be ched;.
ed after laying by the surveyor. 

The layer must turn pipes to get the best 
joint possible; damaged or broken pipes must 
be reje·cted. Remember one bad pipe, especi
ally in the m::tin, may endanger the whole sy5-
tem. 

Bad joints at bends or junctions should b~ 
covered with campo of sand and cement. 

It is far better to use "Y" pieces "Jnd short 

~· ""'""' "'"" ""'" "" "'"" "'" ""'"" ""'"""""'"""'' "'" "" '"""" ·= 

SOLD IN E:X 

Dried F.r 11its 

S.A. DEALER CHARGED 

Alexander James, dried fruits de;J.ler-, 
of Adelaide, .in the Adelaide Police Court 
was charged with having sold a quantity 
of currants in excess of that fixed by the 
Dried Fruits Board. 

It was stated that James, as the n:
sul_t of his alleged breach of the Act, 
had made a profit of £1250 more on his 
sales than he would have made· if he lnd 
complied with the Act. 

The hearing was adjourned until May 
21. 

~""""""""""""""'"""""""'""''"'""""'""''""""'"""'"""""~ 
bends instead of "T" pieces where laterals join 
mains. 

All types of bends a1·e made in agricultunl 
pipes and should be used in preference to 
making acute angles in a drain. 

Ends of drains should be carefully sealed to 
prevent silting. \Vhere it is intended to carry 
a drain on further at some future date ~l 
bot.tle brick or a flat piece of red gum should 
be tightly wedged in, but if the drain is 
finished it is better to se·al it with concrete. 

Tarred paper should be used to cover joints; 
this helps to keep silt. out of pipes until soil 
consolidates around them. 

An idea still prevails that a good drainage 
pipe should be very porous in order to ensure 
that water can get into the ~rains. The fact 
is that very little water gets into the pipes 
by soakage through the walls. Most of the 
water enten through the joints, however well 
laid; pipes cannot be made absolutely tight
openings of 1-16th inch and larger occur. 
Consider then whether water will enter drains 
through the joints or the walls, it will most 
certainly take~ the line of least. resistance. 

From an experiment conducted by the Drain
age Investigation Committee, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, it was found that over an 
acre of ground with 3in. drains, laid with 
sealed joints, 50ft. apart that it would take 
250 days to take !in. depth of water off the 
area. From this it can be seen that it' would 
be absolutely impossible to drain if we had to 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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F. A. JAMES VERSUS THE 
DRIED FRUITS INDUSTRY 

Any form of legislation is based on the prin
ciple of the greatest good for the greate~t 
number, whether it be for the Commonwealth 
or for the welfare of a particular industry th,n 
is national in its incidence and the success o:f 
which is wrapped up in that of the nation as a 
whole. 

Today we have the extraordinary position 
of an attack on the stability of the dried fruits 
industry by a man who represents about one
fortieth of that industry and who has con
sistenly pursued eve·ry avenue to break down 
orderly marketing. Mr. F. A. James has issu~d 
a writ to the High Court against the Com
monwealth. It is not proper here to make any 
statements in regard to the case, which wili 
be decided purely according to the interpreta
tion of the law as it stands. However, it is 
quite relevent to discuss the issues involved 
and the facts of the matter from the point 
of view of those who depend on the continued 
stability of the industry. Let us examine 
the position. Is Mr. James an individualist 
fighting for his convictions, or is he out purely 
for selfish interests with utter disregard for 
the welfare of the industry as a whole-its 
pioneers) its returned men and the many 
thousands of people whose livelihood depends 
on the stability of the dried fruits business? 
Or is there a~other aspect of this attack
that it is part of a general offensive· on anv 
form of stabilising control of primary products 
and that it is being made by those whose busi
ness it is to speculate in these products? The 
general opinion of those in the industry is 
that this attack is based on a combination of 
all three reasons and that the time is come 
when a definite stand must be made· to 
maintain the system of organised marketing 
that prevented chaos in the industry in 1924, 
when the legislation was :first enacted and has 
since then given such stability in the industry 
that it has enabled the Governments to :finance 
returned soldier settlers, banks, and other fin
ancing institutions, men and business houses to 
carry on the civilian settlers. 

It has also enabled the industry to pay 
Austnlian award rates to its employe·es. It 
is a splendid tribute to the system to say 
that, despite the fact that it exports 80 p.;;r 
cent.. of its product and competes in thr~ 
world's markets against Turkish and Gret'J..;: 
products for which labor is paid 1/3 per day, 
the Australian industry can pay Australi:1;1 
·workers 12/1 for an eight and three-quarter 
hour day and pay a price for its essential at
tributes to production that is based on Aus
tralian rates of pay. 

If successful in his action Mr. James wouid 
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bring the grower down to a position where all 
this v.rould be· impossible. 

One of the first principles of the contr,Jl 
of dried fruits is that every grower shall take 
an equal share of the export and home markers 
no matter which is the better as regards pric\'. 
Legislative control does not fix prices in Aus
tralia. This is done by a voluntary associa
tion comprising 93 per cent .. of the industry, 
namely, the Australian Dried Fruits Associa
tion, and in the last 11 years since control the 
average Ausnalian price has been less th-;n 
one penny per pound over world's parity, 
and "\\'ell within the duty provided for the 
protection of the indnstry. Here is a strik
ing contrast to the action of the speculator 
who holds for price after having got cont-rol 
of available supplies. 

The Association observes the principle that 
Australian reqmrements must be supplied 
even though overseas markets might be more 
remunerative. This provision was made nec,~5-
sary by the fact that in past years when 
the overseas prices were greater than those 
fixed by the A.D.F.A. in its policy of keep
ing faith with the agreement to :fix a reason
able price for Australia, the speculator was 
quite .ready to sell every ton of fruit overse;ts 
regardless of the home requirements. When 
the reverse position arises the same speculator 
wants all the home market and expects others 
to take the less payable. 

As the Australian crop rs now from 
6 5,000 to 78,000 tons and the home 
consumption rs only about 13,000 tD 

14,000 tons, it rs evident that every 
grower cannot sell all of his crop 1i1 

the Commonwealth, and if there were not :1. 

system of organised marketing there would 
be such a scramble to sell that ruinously lo\v 
prices would be inevitable and in their train 
low standards of living, low wages. deserted 
properties and insolvency. 

Control has meant the continuation of the 
industry and through its organisation the 
A.D.F.A. has been able, bv united efforts, to 
bring about many savings .. in costs of produc
tion. As stated above, the decision of what
ever Court Mr. James goes to, must be based 
solely on the legality of the Acts. No matter 
what' this decision is, the industry must have 
this bulwark of organised marketing that has 
proved so efficient and satisfactory to those 
connected with it. 

Dr. Earl Page recently stated that the dried 
fruits industry, was an outstanding example of 
what a proper system of control meant to -a 
primary industry. Producers are asking for it 
everywhe1:1e and political opinion is rapidly 
turning to this avenue of stability. Legisla
tive control is coming into operation in prim
ary industries in many places. In England 
the Marketing Act of 1933 took powers of 
control and under these farmers were able 
to form marketing boards. Wheat. milk, egg, 
poultry, pig, potato, hops, and fat stock pro
ducers all have their organisations backed by 
legislative enactment. A study of a very ex
cellent" publicatiOn by· Walter Bauer, of Berke
ley College (University of California) Bulle
tin 5 66, gives an indication how other dried 
fruits producing countries are maintaining 
Government control to the betterment of the 
industry. 

The time is here when definite action is re
quired to place a marketing Act on the Statute 
that is absolutely unassailable constitutionally. 
There is something fundamentally wrong in a 
state of affairs that makes it possible for ;1 

relatively small entity to be a potenti-11 
wrecker of the welfare of the many thousands 
of satisfied people in an industry. It is heart
ening tc see the general change of opinion in 
the Press and in Parliament in favor of rea·· 
sonable control in primary industries. Recent
ly in the Federal Parliament several statements 
luve been mado· which indicate that is is rea
sonable to anticipate early action t"o settle the 
vexed question of Section 92 of the Common
\Vealth Constitution. 

PERSONAL 
Growers generally will learn with interest 

that Mr. Leo. J. Cleary, of the Auror:1 Pack
ing Pry. Ltd., left for London on May 7. Mr. 
Cleary's purpose in his present trip is to study 
the selling end of the industry closely in 
England. 

* ~· 

Mr. A. E. Hammer, as a result of an ac6-
dent to the Publicity Van he was driving near 
Goulburn (N.S.\V.) on May 11, sustained 
a broken collar bone) and was adimitted ro 
the Goulburn Hospital, where he is progressing 
as well as can be expected. 

* 
Mr. H. D. Howie, Chairman of the 

A.D.F.A., will be visiting Red Cliffs on 
June 12, and will address the settlers on 
some of the problem:.1 of the industry. 

NOTES ON CONFERENCE OF VARIOUS 
STATE DR!.ED FRUITS BOARDS 

FURTHER PLANTINGS 
Under the chairm.anship of Mr. J. ::.YL Bal

four) Chairman of the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board, a conference consisting of representa
tives of the Dried Fruits Boards of New South 
\Vales, South Australia and Victoria was held 
at Renmark on May 8. The main purpose o£ 
the conference was to consider a request hom 
the New South Wales Irrigation and Wat•~r 
Supply Commission for permission to transfer 
15 set.tlers at Coomealla, who were on small 
holdings of between six and eight acres) to 
the Curlwaa Irrigation Area, so as to give 
them sufficient land on which they could 
make a living. This proposal would me:tn 
the planting of an additional area of about 
2 50 acres of sultanas at Curlwaa. 

The discussion lasted all t.he afternoon, and 
part of the evening, and eventually the fol
lowing motion was carried, with the ·victorian 
delegates dissenting: 

"That the Victorian and South Austra
lian Boards do nor consider that, for the 
reasons given to. this conference, the trans
ferrence of 20 growers at Curlwaa a breach 
of the agreement of the Second General 
Confe,:rence of the State Dried Fn1its 
Boards, held in Sydney in November, 1930, 
and reading: 'that, in view of the position 
of r.he dried fruits industry of the world, 
the various State Governments be urged to 
restrict further plantings.' " 
It was also resolved, on the motion of th~ 

Victorian . delegates, that. the State Dried 
Fruits Boards should discuss with their re
spective legal authorities the feasibility of 
limiting, by legislative action by means of 
issue of licences, the areas planted t.o viae~ 
for use for the production of dried vine fruits. 

PRUNES IN SYRUP 
The confererice decided that prunes in syrup 

should be regarded as part of the dried prune 
pack and it was resolved to take the necessary 
action to have this brought. about. 

UNIFORM RATE OF LEVY 
It was "decided that in future the Con

sultative Committee should discuss the ques
tion of levies named by the Dried Fruits Boards 
before they are declared by each State, with 
a view t..Q endeavoring to achieve uniformity 
throughout the various Sta'r·es. 

REGISTRATION OF DEHYDRATORS 
The conference decided that it was necessarv 

that the dehydrators should be restricted and 
it was resolved that the New South Waks 
BoJrd's regulation on this subject be recom
mended to the other State Boards for adoption. 

The conference also decided to arrange a 
meeting with the controlling authorities of 
the dairy products industry with a view ro 
taking act.ion to preserve the· rights of the 
primary producer under the Commonwealth 
Constitution. 
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Board of Management Meeting 
At the last meeting of the Board the follow

ing mat_ters of particular interest to growers 
were discussed:-

Frost Compensation In The Future.-The 
Board having received replies from the various 
branches of the· Association, gave consider::t
tion to the question of Frost Insurance. Of 
rhe replies received, 10 branches representing 
approximately 90 per cent. of the dried frui.t 
p1·oduction did not favor the Associat-ion un
dertaking frost insurance at the present junc
ture. Three branches, representing approxi
mately 10 per cent. of the dried fruit pro
duction 1vere in favor of the Association un
dertaking frost insurance. In view of rhts 
position, the Board decided nothing furthd 
should be done in the matter at this time. 

The consensus of opinion against the id,.:a 
is agreed that some form of insurance against 
frost, if available at a reasonable cost, is very 
desirable. It is felt that there are very many 
difficulties in its application to the· industry. 
Any scheme would necessarily have to be 
industry-wide and growers levied on a ton
nage basis, although it would appear to be 
necessary to cover the risk on an acre·age basi.s, 
::ts different varieties are not affected w the 
same deg1·ee. TO bring in the areas of high 
land and other areas not subject to frost, the 
insurance would have to be compulsory, which 
no doubt would meet with considerable op
position. 

h is stated- that other disasters, such as rain 
during the harvesting period, probably ac· 
count for bigger aggregate losses than frost 
It is agreed that the only possible basis o:f 
cover would be the provision of working 
costs, and even at an estimated figure of £15 
per acre in the event of complete loss, con
siderable claims would have· to be met annually 
from one settlement or another, necessitating 
a _substantial fund and consequent high pr-> 
DllUffiS. 

Frost Prevention.-The secretary report:d 
that no further data had become available, 
but immediately anything did come to hand, 
the Board would undertake to investigate the 
possibilities. 

"A.D.F.A. News." - Consideration w::s 
given by the Board to the present cont.ract 
with "Sunraysia Daily" and it was decided to 
request "Sunraysia Daily" to quote for an issue 
of 5 000 copies before the present contract 
expires in July. 

Mr. L. ]. Cleary's Articles In "Suuraysi:t 
Daily."-Mr. J. H. Gordon reported Fhat Mr. 
L. J. Cleary had been approached, and agreed 
to his articles on the Dried Fruits Industry in 
Greece and Smyrna appearing in "Sunraysia 
Daily," being made available in pamphlet form, 
and forwarded to Association growers. It was 

decided to obtain a quotation from "Sunraysia 
Daily" for this work. The matter was left 
in the hands of a sub-committee consisting 
of Messrs. Malloch, Gordon and Winterbottom. 

Emuls-Oyle.-The Board considered reports 
received regarding the use of Emuls-Oyle in 
processing dried fruits, and it was decided tJ 
request the Council fm Scientific and Indus
trial Research to investigate the reports on 
the use of this, product. 

Final Account Sale Differentials-Lexias
Season 1934.-An examination was made bv 
the Board, regarding results obt-ained in vari-
ous markets for season 1934, and after a full 
investigation, it was resolved: "That the fin.1l 
account sales variations be as under: 

5 -crown over 3 -crown 
4-crowp. over 3 -crown 
Seedless over 3 -crown 
3 -crown basis 
2-crown under 3-crown 

£5 per ton. 
£1/10/ per ton. 
£1/10/ per ton. 

1 o/ per ton. 

Buy Canadian Products Campaign.-A le-s
ter was receive-d from the secretary Mildura 
District Council of the A.D.F.A., Mildur.t, 
sending on copies of "Sunraysia Daily," giving 
full particulars of the campaign held in M]
dura. The secretary reported that he had 
handed copies of the paper t.o the· Canadi1.n 
Government Trade Commissioner in Mel
bourne, who had expressed appreciation of this 
publicity effort, on behalf of Canadian goode;. 
It was further decided to send copies of the 
paper to Mr. L. R. Macgregm, Commercial 
Representative of the Commonwealth of Aus
tralia in Canada (Toronto, Canada), and to the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board, 
Melbourne. 

Mr. J. H. Gordon reported that similar dis
plays were being arranged in Red Cliffs and 
that publicity would be given to same. 

UMBRELLAS FOR GRECIAN CURRAN!TS 

England's chief import from. Greece consists 
cf currants, states an English paper. That 
land produced over 180,000 tons of the fruit 
last year. When the currants are getting ripe, 
the bushes have t.o be protected from rain, and 
for this purpose cloth coverings are used. In 
prevwus seasons the hundreds of Grecian 
growers have each boughti their own material. 
Now, one buyer is to act for all of them. The 
Currant Office of Athens has ordered seven 
million yards of Lancashire cloth. The· order 
was obtained in spite of keen competition b)' 

other countries. Sevenl manufacturers are 
sharing the big order, that has happily been 
£laced in this country, which buys so many 
of the currants which the cloth is to protect. 
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highest standard 
Manufactured by: 

LYSAGHT BROS. & CO. LTD. 
17-19 Bridge Street, Sydney Works: Parramatta River 

Agents for Victorian and South Australia: Gibbs, Bright & Co. 

Berri District 
Report 
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Growers of Berri irrigation area have just 
passed through one of the worst (if not the 
wont) seasons so far as fruit drying is con
cerned and, within the memory of the older 
growers of the Berri area, since it was first 
started. 

There were the few growers who were for
tunate enough to have their fruit harvest 
gathered in before the last few weeks cold 
and showery weather came upon them, but 
the great majority of the sultana and currant 
growers have had an anxious and strenuous 
time for the past month, striving to get their 
fruit cured and in a fit state for packing, ~nd 
putting on the market. 

Many growers this· season have had big re
turns from both their vine and stone fruit; 
and while putting up additional rack-room, 
have not been able to cope with the harvest' 
returns, had there not been the dehydrator 
to assist- them through the· period of moist 
and cloudy weather that has been hanging 
about for so long. 

OUTSIDE BUYERS 
\Vhile there has not been a very big per

centage of growers who have passed their huit 
over to the outside buyer, the fact 1·emains 
that- it has been more than enough in the 
intc1·ests of the dried fruits industry. There 
is always the grower who shows a strong de
sire to go the opposite way, even when he 
kno\vs it is to his detriment in the long 
run. At. the present time there is a case 
awaiting trial .at the Adelaide Police Com t 
of an outside buyer who has not been ful
filling his obligations so far as the Dried Fruits 
Act in this State is concerned. Experience is 
supposed to be the best. teacher for the aver
age man, but it takes a terrific amount of 
experience sometimes to show a grower the 
error of his ways and what he is losing i.n 
the long run by not sticking to the A.D.F.A. 
and passing all his fruit through that chan
nel: although that self-same grower is very 
often the first to squeal if he thinks some 
other person may be reaping a benefit on him 
by his loyalty in other ways. 

GREEN MANURING 
lvfany growers in the Beni irrigation area 

are waking up (if not already awake) to the· 
great value and advantage his land receive-s 
in more ways than one to the planting of 
legume crops, and there has been a big demand 
at our packing shed, store and other centres 
for the supply of beans, peas, and vetc-hes, so 
that. they could be drilled in, and waiting ready 
for the last irrigation that the· department sent 
around about the third and fourth week in 
April. 1t is one of the main point.s that has 
been stressed very much to the grower of vine 
crops in this district by the "heads that be" 
on the many advantage-s to be gained to the 
soil by growing such organic matter and 
ploughing it in. 

PRUNING CLASS 
Pruning time will soon be with us again, 

and a pruning class is being formed in this 
district for lads from about 14 to 20 years of 
age who are desirous of being classed as a 
capable and efficient persons in this respect. 
The class is to be conducted by two young 
men who have had several years' experience 
at the Berri experiment-al orchard, and have 
always been among the ones who have secured 
the greatest number of points at various prun
ing contests and championships during the 
past few years. Now that this· class has been 
formed, it is hoped that the lads desirous of 
improving their knowledge and ability in vine 
and tree pruning will seize the opportunity 
that is offered them. If they get in touch 
with the local secretary, 'phone 142 Berri. all 
necessary informat-ion will be· supplied to them. 
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DRAINAGE 
(Continued from Page 5) 

depend on water soaking through the Wails 
of the pipes. An efficient drainage scheme 
would be required to take off more than that 
quantity of water in 24 hours. 

For a pipe to be too porous is, therefor..:, 
a defe-ct, more so in alkali soils, as absorption 
of those injurious agents causes pipes to weaken 
and eventually fail. A pipe that is dense in 
texture is the most desirable. 

The usual size of pipes now used is 4in. 
for mains and 3in. for l:1terals. Two-inch 
pipes should not be used; they cost as much 
to dig and lay and there is no margin of safety 
in that size. The slightest obstruction or .1 

pipe getting out of line and the drain is use
less. 

Latest American practice is to use 6in. or 
larger pipes for mains and 4in. for laterals. 

In regard w the use of "breathers," the~e 
are of very doubtful advantage; in fact, in 
my opinion they are when placed on the end 
of laterals, worse than useless and are ofte:-1, 
owing to damage from implements, the cause 
of serious t-rouble from silting. 

It is quite a good idea, however, where po::;
sible, to carry an end lateral right up to th~ 
head' ditch and use it to flush out the system 
occasionally. 

Small silt' boxes placed at convenient places 
along mains are an advantage they enable the 
system to be examined and make it easy to 
locate trouble. 

Where it is necessary to run pipes thro~gh 
uncultivated land, across roads under chan
nels or head ditches glazed pipes with seal.~d 
joints should be used; much trouble from 
roots in the system can be obviated by doing 
so. Native timbers, particularly mallee, acaci:1s 
and hop bush are bad offenders, and amongst 
cultivated t.rees the fig, pepper tres and willows 
are bad; couch grass is very troublesome. I 
know of one case where a four-inch pipe at 
a depth of six feet was choked within 12 
months with couch grass roots. 

After drains are filled in care should be 
taken to keep water away from lines of drains 
to allow soil to set, otherwise a considerable 
amount of silt may get into pipes. Do this 
for a watering or two-it gives the ground a 
chance to consolidate around pipes. 

The best time to drain is immediately aftel· 
picking. This allows the winter rains to con
solidate ground before watering begins. How
ever, if a block ne·eds draining badly work can 
be carried on right up to picking time·. The 
good done by clearing up seepage trouble more 
than outdoes any harm done by cutting roots. 
Trenches should not be kept open any longer 
than nece·ssary. 

One important point that the grower who 
has drained must remember, and that is to get 
the horse work done as soon aS it is possible 
to get on to the block. By doing this and 
keeping a good tilth na drying out will occur. 

Drains do not take out of the· soil the water 
needed for plant life, but only that above 
saturation point, i.e., free water, so that if 
pipes are laid well below root areas and proper 
cultivation carried out no harm can result. 

Drainage is a boon to the grower with t'wo 
soil types, as by taking surplus water away 
from the sandy areas it enables the heavier 
soils to be worked before they dry out which 
happens when there are no drains. 

A few final words in regard to costs. These 
apply to the Mildura district and may vary 
slightly elsewhere. 

The cost per acre drained will be between 
£25 and £30. This includes main drains and 
with laterals every 44£t,. apart, depths up to 
5ft. fair average digging. Few blocks, how
ever, require the whole area to be tapped, so 
that the average cost per 15 -acre block can 
be put at. from £200 to £250; Where very 
hard digging is struck labor costs may easily 
increase 100 per cent. 
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INTERSTATE TRADE 
Federal Constitution 

Need For Amendment: Mr. Balfour's Address 
Addressing a meeting of Nyah and \\7 oorincn 

dried fruit growers at Woorinen, Mr. J. M. Bal
four, Chairman of the Victorian Dried Frui.ts 
Board, stated that, owing to the cornplications 
of Section 92 of t.he Commonwealth Constitu
tion, and the legal difficulties which had arisen 
from the provision as now \Vordcd, it appeared 
to be practically certain that the Common
wealth and St.ate Governments would find it 
n~cessary to draft an amendment of the section 
for submission to the people of Australia by 
referendum. 

Continuing, Mr. Balfour said that Section 92 
had been t.he subject of varied rules, interpret:1-
tions, and majority decisions of the High Courc 
of Australia. For m;my years the section was 
considered to apply to the Commonwealth-and 
the States. In the McArthur case, however, th:? 
High Court decided that Section 92 
was a prohibition add1·essed not to the 
Commonwealth or Commonwealth Parli;,t
ment, but to the States and State activi
nes. Ir was argued that, since Section 51 gave 
the Commonwealth power to make laws with 
respect to Interstate trade, the-re would be :l 

contradiction in terms if Section 92 were read 
as addressed to the Commonwealth. This major
ity decision had stood for 15 years. 

INFLUENCE ON DRIED FRUITS 
Dried fruits legislation, said Mr. Balfour, was 

founded on the ruling given in the McArthur 
case, and, if this decision were now over-ruled 
by the High Court of Australia, the legislation 
would be invalid. This would also apply to the 
dairy products legislation. Assuming that the 
Privy Council would uphold the decision of 
the High Court in the McArthur case, harm 
and damage of considerable magnitude, so f.ar 
as the commodities controlled by the Marker.
ing Boards were concerned, would be done 
between the time the High Court had given an 
adverse decision and the time the case would 
reach the Privy Council for review. 

Mr. Balfour said it would be a great ad
vantage to the industries concerned and to the 
Marketing Boards if the Commonwealth Con
stitution were amended so as to limit the pro
visions of Section 92 to freedom of Interstate 
trade from taxation and discrimination by thr;. 
States, the power to be taken under Common
wealth law to annul any State law inconsistent 
with the Commonwealth law. 

He said that the dried fruits and dairy pro
ducts industries were interested only in an 
amendment to'Section 92, which would permit 

of dried fruits and dairy products being CO:l.

trolled in a similar manner to the present con
trol, the fundamental principles of which wet:e 
to take off the Australian market by means. 
of export overseas the surplus production and 
to ensure to each producer in accordance with 
his production an equal share in the Common
wealth and overseas markets. The Boards. 
aimed to give equality of treatment to all en
gaged in their respective industries. 

VICTORIAN PREMIER'S COMMENT 
Referring to the suggestion of Mr. J. M. 

Balfour, Chairman of the Dried Fruits Board~ 
at Woorinen, that the Commonwealth and' 
State Governments may find it necessary to, 
have a refere·ndum to strengthen the Com
monwealth's powers over marketing legisla
tion, the Premier (Mr. Dunstan) said that this 
question might be discussed at the conference
of Premiers which has been suggested to be 
held before t-he Loan Council me·eting thi~ 
month. 

It was pointed out on behalf of the Govern
ment that the Country Party had always. 
favored growers being given control of the 
marketing of their produce. If existing 
marketing legislation were declared invalid, 
the States would have to consider what their 
next step should be. 

r ...... iTEi\i.s .. o:F 'ii\TiEiEsT ......... ~ 
Speaking at the Mildun _Rotary lun- [ 

cheon, Colonel Cosgrave, the Canad1a:1. 
Trade Commissioner, who has recently 
spent 10 years in China, said that there 
was no community or country in greater 
need of Rotary than the Far East. Out 
of his own expe·rience, he instanced a 
striking example of the influence of 
Rotary. The last Rotary Club he had 
come into contact with was at Sing-tow, 
China's third largest city.- The club had 
been formed because of the tension be
tween the Chinese and the large foreign. 
element, chiefly comprising white Rus
srans. Composed of Chinese, J a pane:><?, 
and Russians, and a sprinkling of Euro
peans, the Sing-tow Rotary Club had 
been responsible for the maintenance of 
law and order in that community wher:.:: 
other groups had failed. It was pleasing 
to note that eight or nine Australians 
were numbered among the club members. 

~ 

,;.,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,.,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,~ 
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Of N yah .. W oorinen Review 
Investigations 

By A. V. LYON 

GENERAL 
The investigations of local irrigation and 

viticultural problems of the Nyah-Woorinen 
district were commenc·ed in September, 1931, 
~nd have been continued to dau. Many of 
·the original problems have now been examined 
to the extent that recommendations are pos
sible; and for this purpose, the report for 1934-
3 5 is designed in an advisory form, to include 

;a recommended procedure, in reference to 

major routine pracr.ices. It is considered th:-~t 
as a result of the work carried out and th(: 
.reports issued, it should be possible to hasten 
the very apparent trend towards better prac
tices in the district. The comparison with pro
.duction and processing methods in the Mildura 
.district is now so complete, that it is possible 
to apply the results of the more intensive in-
vestigations carried out at the Merbein Re
:search Station. The recommendacions, there
fore, include results obtained elsewhere, m 

cases where the re·sults have been shown to b<; 
.applicable to the Nyah-Woorinen district. 

The report also indicates directions in which 
it is considered investigations should be con
tinued. As the data on which recommend.l
tions are based have been included in the an
nual reports of the investigations, this special 
.report is limited to 1·ecommendations and ,1 

.general discussion of the re·sults. 

SEASONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Investigation and record of the development 

<Of the fruit showed a "lag" of about ten days 
.as compared ·with development in the Mildur.1 
district. This "lag" of about. ten days h::ts 
.been apparent each year, and has been indi-
cated by later sprouting, flowering, and 
growth and suga1·ing of the fruit. Unfor
tunately, the :final maturation point has bec.1 
<>bscured by rainfall in each year in which the 
1·ecords were taken. Indications, however, an~ 
tlut" the end point of maturation of the fruit 
shown by wilting and the £:,.11 of the leave>, 
takes place at approximat-ely the same time 
.as at Mildura. The "lag" should be vieweJ, 
therefore, as a shortening of the period over 
which harvesting operations should be· carried 
,out:, justifying a delay in commencement a~ 
compared with Mildura district, but implying 
t.hat harvesting should be completed on ap
_prox.i.mately the same date as in Mildura. The 
Mildura harvest period for grapes which are 
dried is approximately from mid-February tG 
March, while Nyah-Woorinen district is prac
tically limited to the month of March. There 
is justification, however, for a delay in the 
.Pre-harvest irrigation, which is usually com
_pleted about February 5 in the Mildura dis-

GERRARD 
Machines and wire-seal strapping check well 

in the real test of economy:-
1-INEXPENSIVE TO INSTAL . GERRARD 
2-NO UPKEEP COST GERRARD 
3-EFFICIENT MACHINE ALWAYS 

READY FOR WORK GERRARD 
4-A FAST AND SA TIS FACTORY 

JOB . , . GERRARD 
GERRARD W1RE TYING MACHINES CO. Pty Lhl. 

ll!l-125 Hawke St., West l\ielb., C.3. 
SYDNEY• B!i;ISE!ANE, AD.&:I..AIDE. PERTH, 

"l\1 ~~~~ .. AP:f>LE···ANo·Cif~tus·.·•pACKl"NG 
(UJ,)"~,t\1' .CHARTS 'ARE:.·AVAILABLE FREE 

. ~ ON •~PPLICATION.:.,GERRARD ·sERVICE 

trier, compared with February 
Nyah-Wool"inen district. 

PRUNING 

15 in th-; 

(a) The pruning trials consisted of leav
ing various numbers of canes on vines selected 
at random, and in observing the yield on canes 
of different quality. The n'!sults obtained at 
Woorinen \Vere consistent with those obtaind 
in other districts, and formed portion of :1. 

rather. intensive study of the reactions of th,; 
vine to pruning. The results have, on th:; 
whole, been quite consistent throughout the 
J\1urray Valley. 

The :first outstanding fact is that weak, 
broken or immature canes do not contribute 
materially to the· yield; and that fruit on these 
inferior typeS of cane is invariably of poor 
quality. Poor qualitY canes, therefore, should 
not be preserved, as they are of little value and 
produce canes of similar infe·rior type for the 
following year. All selected canes should b.: 
well matured for at least. 12 buds, and oi 
average to large size. In cases of weak vines, 
this may limit the number of canes down to 

three or four, but this is preferable to making 
up a larger number by preserving a proporti0'.1 
of inferior canes. On the other hand, when 
vines have a surplus of satisfact.ory canes, 
limitation is still desirable. Results have 
shown that, with strong vines, significant in
creases in yield have been obtained by preserv
ing eight canes instead of six; but no measure
able increases were noted between vines pruned 
to eight as compared with 10 canes. Present 
evidence is that the Nyah-Woorinen environ
ment is such that six good quality canes i{ 
obtainable may be taken as the· general st-and
ard. An excessive number of canes is harm
ful in that it delays maturation, depresses the 
quality of the fruit, and tends to depress the 
qualit.y of next year's ones as well. 

(b) The Zante Currant: In the Nyah
\"Vooi·inen district, as in most Murray River 
settlements, pruning and shoot control of the 
Zante currant is on rather a low level. Dis
budding has shown r.o advantage in a number 
of ways. The operation consists of removing 
in e·arly spring all shoots except those arising 
from spurs. The results of disbudding arc 
reflected in earlier maturation, better quality, 
and a better class of wood for next year's 
prumng. The ext.ra labor involved by disbud
ding is compensated by decreased pruning 
costs, particularly if practiced for two of 
three successive years. There is some loss of 
crop, up to 3 0 per cent. in some cases, by dis
budding, but this can be balanced by leaving 
an additional number of spurs (say 12) on 
vines which are to be disbudded in the spring. 

Disbudding does not always ensure high 
quality, as there are other factors influencing 
quality which may operate in a particular 
year, but it is on the whole, a very sound 
practice, and when continued, invariably gives 
satisfaction. The increased labor is particular
ly marked in the :first year, but decreases later, 
as disbudding tends to permanently remove the . 
undesirable shoots; whereas pruning these 
shoots tends to perpetuate them, as successive 
shoots arise from the base buds. 

GROWTH 
One of the outst·anding facts obtained from 

re-cent viticultural experiments is the marked 
relation of growth to yield. The yield of a 
vine has been shown to be to a great extent 
proportional to the growth of annual wood on 
the vine. The same correlation holds for the 
growth and the fruit on a cane. These facts 
simplify the problem, for if a grower con
centrates 'o~ obtaining satisfactory growth, 
satisfact"ory yields will follow. In this con
nection, the best results are obtained by a 
careful selection of fruiting wood, and ade-
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quate dressings of nitrogenous fertilisers. 
Growth is affected by so many factors that 
a study of growth embodies a large part of 
the science of horticulture. 

Some of the major factors affecting growrh 
are discussed separately, but it must be 
stressed that yields will never be satisfactory 
while one or more soil factors depressing 
growth continue to operate. 

OTHER FACTORS AFFECTING YIELD 
Considering the history of the Nyah-Woor

inen Settlement over a number of years, the 
chief extraneous factors which have depressed 
the crops are diseases, frosts, and rain on the 
ripening or drying fruit. Black Spot has been 
so prevalent that annual treatment is con
sidered necessary. The sprays commonly 
used have been described from time to rime in 
the "Dried Fruits News." Oidium and its 
treatment has been similarly discussed. Downey 
Mildew has be·en rather spasmodic in its oc
currence, and so far has been rather easily 
controlled when adequately treated. There is 
little to say in reference to: the district treat
ment of vine diseases, except possibly that 
precautionary treatment for Black Spot and 
Oidium could be earlier and more regular. 

In reference to frosts, so far throughout 
the River settlements every major frost has 
done considerably damage. Satisfactory treat
ment of frosts on a community basis has not 
so far been evolved, though individual efforts 
and experimental plots have indicated a me.l
sure of success. 

The disabilities of the district, due to rains 
at harvest time, are of fairly regular occur
rence. A considerable measure of advanc0-
ment has been secured by increasing the dehy
drator capacity of the district, so that it is 
now possible to complete the drying in the 
dehydrators in unfavorable seasons for sun 
drying. 

THE DIPS 
The mixed dip has been used almost exclu

sively. The weather may be taken as a more 
important factor in quality than the dips, and 
after every unsuccessful year, the advisability 
of using other dips is discussed. The concen
sus of opinion is that drying with the cold dip 
is too slow for the district; while· adherence 
to the hot dips· has so lowered the returns in 
compa1·ison with districts usmg the newer 
dips, that reversion to this dip cannot be re
commended. 

With the advent of the mixed dip and the 
dehydrators in the Nyah-Woorinen distri-.::t, 
the returns in comparison with other districts 
have shown rather remarkable rise·s. The same 
applied in South Australia when the swing 
from t.he hot caustic to the mixed dip took 
place. In fact, past experience has clearly in-, 
dicated that the districts using the hot caustic 
have received the lowest prices for the fruit 
throughout all Murray Valley settlements.' 
This being so, continuation of the use of. the 
mixed dip, which has been accompanied by. a 
rise m pnces, is very advisable. Futuce 
changes) including more adequate rack space, 
may, in time, warrant other recommendations. 

ROUTINE PRACTICES 
Over a period of years, it. has been appar

ent that the best and most regular yields are 
secured when the regular routine work of the 
vineyards is carried out to time schedule, and 
kept at a high standard. Result-s have shown 
that the standard of the work is more import
ant than, for instance, the soil type. An early 
deep ploughing, careful pruning, burial of 
cuttings, adequate weeding, the control of 
disease, controlled irrigation, and regular 
manuring, so that the vines are continuously 
in healthy growth, appears to be the best road 
to succe·ss. 

IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE 
It has been established that, by a study of 

irrigation soakage in relation to soil type, it is 
possible to set out' sound methods· for irriga
tion. This work has been carried out_ A 
study of district. practice shows that, apart 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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• Dried Fruits 1n South Africa 
Mr. H. R. Sloan has made available a very 

interesting letter from Mr. I.]. Burgher, Dried 
Fruits Officer of the University of Steelenbosh, 
Union of South Africa. 

The p1·oduction of dried fruit in the Union 
of South Africa 1933 was as follow:-

Tons 
Raisins 3325 
Sultanas 2590 
Currants 230 
Apricots 1846 
Peaches 435 
Prunes 895 
Pears 150 
Apples 37 
Figs 122 
Others 70 

--
Total 9700 

CURRANTS 
The production of currants is about 860 

tons. less than the annual requirements of the 
country, viz., and this shortage is made good 
by imports from Australia and Gree·ce. Grow
ers are not being encouraged to plant currants 
to such an extent as will over-supply the 
South African market. 

RAISINS AND SULTANAS 
Special grape varieties are planted for the 

making of raisins and sultanas and provided 
a fair price is paid to the grower, the total 
production of raisins and sultanas may vary 
around about 6000 tons. If the price, how
ever, drops below the comparative price offered 
by the Co-operative Winegrowe·rs' Association, 
for must for wine-making, the growers m:;y 
easily produce the article offering the best 
price. The Wine-growers' Association, are, 
however, already paying raisin and sultana ex
porters a bounty of ld per lb. to prevent the 
heaping up of a surplus of wine. We can, 
therefore, assume that the raisin and sultana 
industry will continue to be the most stable 
section of the dried fruits ind1.1stry. The only 
factor likely t.o cause large variations in the 
annual production is unfavorable weather CO:::l

ditions during the drying season, when growers 
are sometimes forced to convert their crop 
into wine. In the Western Cape Province there 
is no obvious reason to believe· that the annual 
:figure will be increased to any considerable 
extent. Factors checking an increase are fint 
the uncertain weather conditions during the 
drying season. Growers realising this risk 

"'would rather plant varieties suitable for wine
making. Secondly, in this area the soil is 
rather patchy, with only small areas suitable 
for drying varieties. 

In 1933 the production of raisins and sul
tanaS in the Union of South Africa was 3325 
tons and 2590 tons respectively. Far the 
greater proportion of these amounts were con
tributed by the Western Cape Province·. 

No figures are obtainable regarding the 

number of vines planted for drying. No esti
mate is possible either, since these varieties can 
either be dried, used for wine or grape juice, 
or sold fresh. 

It has been made quite clear that no further 
expansion of the raisin and sultana industry 
is anticipated in the Western Cape Provine~. 

The Government is giving more attention 
to irrigation schemes now. Their policy ;s 
unknown yet, bur unless p1·ohibited, further 
extensive plantings, especially of sultana vines, 
can be anticipated under some of these new 
schemes. 

During the last three to four years, irriga
tion schemes along the Orange River were ex
panded rapidly. It is estimated that about 
two million sultana vines were planted in 
these parts (round about Upington). Thes·2 
vines are specially planted for drying_ purposes 
and will soon be· in full bearing. Taking 1:} 
tons of sultanas as an average crop from 1000 
vines, the sultan:a production can easily be 
doubled in another year's time. The great 
drawback in these parts are heavy floods about 
once every three to five years. The whole 
crop is dest.royed by a flood, and it generally 
takes about two seasons longer before the 
vineyards are recovered sufficiently to produ.:.e 
normal crops again. 

1n the near future, therefore, the sultana 
crop can be estimated to vary between three 
to five thousand tons-depending, chiefly on 
weather conditions along the Orange River. 

APRICOTS 
The total number of apricot trees in the 

Union of South Africa are 2,03 8,890, of 
which 1,300,775 are in the Weste1·n Cape 
Province and about 500,000 in "Golden Val
ley." The bulk of the apricots grown arc 
dried. Only a small proportion of the crop 
is used fm canning and jam-making, and a 
few growers exported some fresh apricots. 

The production is not likely to increase 
to any extent, because practically all the trees 
are in full bearing, and no further plantings 
have been made during the last three to four 
years. PRUNES 

The dried prune appean to be largely pass
ing out. of existence in South Africa. The 
climatic conditions in the fruit drying areas 
are unfavon.ble for the prune tree. Today, 
therefore, the prune is treated with re·spect 
in only a few districts and even in those 
districts the crop varies a lot and may reach 
any figuret:, up to 2000 tons in a good season. 

No plantings have bee·n made of late, while 
large numbers have been uprooted during the 
last five years. 

PEACHES 
Most of the young apple and pear orchards 

are interplanted with peache·s. After the per
manent trees are in full bearing, the peaches 
are dug out. The general drying varieties are 
Muirs and Elbe·itas. At present the canneri~s 

Review Of Nyah-W oorin£'11 Investigations 
(Continued from Page 9) 

from a few cases of under irrigation of heavy 
soils, applications throughout the· district arc 
generally too copious. The formation of sur
face pools, which persist for many days, may 
be taken as an indication. A study of soil 
moist.ure changes as carried out by Mr. Pen
man has also shown that the soil is unneces
sarily wet in early spring. The application of 
less watex, and a wider period between the 
early irrigations, appear to be the. directions 
in which improvement will come. 

In reference to drainage, additional data ap
pears to be essential before this question cJ.n 
be adequately disct1ssed. Additional infonna
tion is novv being secured by a study of the 
available outfalls, the extent of free water in 
relation to soil type, and the locating of the 
soil horizon in which the free water is lodged. 
Consideration of these factors has led tD con
siderable success in drainage in oth~r districts. 

It is apparent that, as agriculturll drainage 
is being undertaken in the district, investi
gations on the lines indicated above are neces
sary. At p1·esent, correction of past faults in 
over irrigation, rather than irrigation studies, 
appears to be the more urgent. 

In viticultural work, continuation of the 
maturation studies is advisable. The se·asons so 
far have not been satisfactory for a study of 
the end point of maturation, and it is proposed 
to continue these studies until a favorable op
portunity occurs. The frost of 1934 inter
rupted st'udies in topping, pruning, and also 
the fertiliser experiments. It is advisable to 
discontinue these for a year pending recover:.-' 
of the vines. A study of cincturing the cur
rant, inch1ding time and method, and in coa
junction with disbudding, 1s planned, and 
should give useful information. 

ANGASTON APRICOTS 
Good reports come from Angaston where 

the Co-operative Co. have handled some excel
lent apricots. Deliverie·s totalled 76 tons, com
prising 75 per cent. choice, 12-} per cent. 
fancy, and 12{ per cent. standar:d. Good 
prices are being realised. One hundred box,,s 
of 3 -crown, sold forward, London, at £9 5, 
and 500 boxes of the same quality at £90. The 
company have made a feature of a high quality 
pack and no effort is spared to put up wh::tt 
is considered one of the best in the industry. 

take a large proportion of the best Elberta:;. 
The best Muirs are also sometimes sold fresh, 
with the result that a large proportion of the 
dried pe·ach crop exists of culls-or in any 
case of peaches very much inferior to tho!le 
of competitiye countries. 

PEARS 
The best pear for drying is the Bon Chretien, 

which is also a most popular early export 
varie·ty and the only pear used for canning. 
Pear drying is, therefore, a fruit-by-product 
in the Western Province, the bulk of the crop 
dried being culls, windfalls, and insect-infected 
fruit. 

Aurora Packing Company Proprietary Ltd. 
NOMINAL CAPITAL ...... . 
PAID-U,P CAPITAL 

£100,000 
£99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
Head Office at 5 68 Collins Street, Melbourne 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society Union Assurance Society Ltd. 

Cresco Manures 
Harry Johnson's (lrymple) Dip 

London & Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Sisalkraft, Marino Power Spray Plant 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites Aurora for Service 

,. 
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Operations of the Growers' Defence Committee 
The following s~tmmary is given m response 

to requests for information on the work of the 
·~bove- body. 

Growers who come under the award and do 
JJOt get ::r.ll the information they require need 
only get in touch with the secretary of their 
tocal A.D.F.A. branch or the secretary at Mil
c!ura, to get what they require. 

A levy of 3d per ton was struck on the 
1926 tonnage of d1·ied fruit produced in the 
Mildura district. The amount collected was 
sufficient to enable the committee to carry 
on until the 1929 season, when a further leVy 
Df 3d per wn W"~S struck. The amc·,mt col
lected from this levy was £533/8/- and the 
South Austr:1lian Artitration Cor:u.•·.,_\tee also 
contributed £75 and Mid-Murray Valley £10. 

In 1929 the committee served a log on_the 
i\ W.U. This came before the· Arbitration 
Court and great relief was obtained for ·grOw
ers in the matter of wages and conditions of 
employment, etc.. (See his Honor Chief Deth
ridge's judgment\""dated 28/1/JO). The ex
penses incurred in tak.ing the case to_ .thei Ar
bit'ration Court Were: Postages and_prin~ing, 
£65; expenses committee men .attending{ the 
Arbitration Court in Melbourne, ca:p.vassing 
districts for authorities, etc., :£2.2 5; ., counsel 
and court fees, £254, making the· tolfal £544. 

In 1930 the committee· again made applica
tion to the ~rbitration ·court for further re-

lief. The case came before the· court early 
in 1931 and on March 2, 1931, we secured a 
reduction of 7% off all wages. To meet the 
expenses of this case packers were asked to 
contribute on a tonnage basis and the amount 
of £140 was collected. The expenses in this 
case amounted to £217, made up as follows: 
Printing, postages and stationery, £49; com
mitte'e's expenses attending Arbitration Court 
in Melbourne, £61, and Counsel and Court fees 
£!07. 

To enable the committee to carry on, a levy 
of l~d per ton on growers on the 1932 ton
nage was struck and packe-rs contributed {d 
per ton. The amount thus collected was 
£271/!3/-. 

In August, 1933, .the A .. W.U .. brought us 
into the Arbitra_tion Court for .an increase in 
rates. This was contested and the union's ap
plication. failed, and, in addition, growers re
Ceiv~d a substantial reductio11 in the juvenile 
rates of p.ay as a result of a_counter claim by 
the committee. 

! The expenses here amounted -to £75, being 
made up, expenses committee men. t'o Ar
bitration Court in Melbourne £43, and Counsel 
and Court- fees £32. 

SubSequently a new log was served on grow..: 
crs late in: 1933, asking: for substa:O.tiai· in
crease's in all rateS 'Of pay a·nd greatly reduced 
working hours, etc·: The case has· not yet 
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come before the court'. An application by the 
union for the restoration of the 7 ~ per cent. 
cut has also been unsuccessful. 

The position is that since 1926, inclusive, 
growers have contributed in the aggregate 7-!d 
per ton over nine crops -or less than 1d per ton 
each year to provide funds for Arbitration 
Court expenses and the running of the Defence 
Committee's work. Wages in 1926 were 
£4/lO/; today's rate is £3/6/6 per week. 

In addition to actual Arbitration Court' 
work, the quarterly adjustment of rates is 
gone into e·ach quarter. 

The Board of Reference, which comprises 
two grower members and two representatives 
of the employees, meets throughout the year to 
settle disputes between employers and em
ployees regarding rates of pay, etc. 

TO THE EDITOR 

Sir.-Just a word of appreciation of 
the anicles appearing in the "Dried 
Fruits -~~~s." } . wa~ :ve!Y. p_le~~~d to ~~e, 
the article by Mr. R. M. Vo,ullaire, junr., 
in your last issue. This !?"~ower, bv the 
mere force of his logic, has done 'a lot 
to awaken the minds of his fellow 
growe-rs, and has given· them sOme lead. 
There is no doubt that aithough we 11~:'\Y 
not always see eye to eye with him on 
every· point raised- in his articles and 
b1·oadcast talks, what is knoWn as the· 
Voullaire method of cultural practiCes 
is ra.pid!y giining popularity. ·The old 
grower is hard to shift, but among the 
soldier settlers there is a driving fo:ce 
ready to accept new ideas .. and ;ncorpor·· 
ate the beSt that science has to offer- us 
in their methods. It is the·se ~~ttlers 
who are now leading the way, and tho~e 
who do not follow will be left in the 
march. Continue the good work of th~ 
"Dried Fruits News."-Yours et.c::, ' 

"OLD GROWER." 

FROST RELIEF 
New South Wales Arid 

Victoria : { 

""''~ 1.,; 

The following reply has be·en received :by 

N.S.W. growers to their application for 

special relief after heavy losses of crop :by 

frost. 

In a letter, the Minist'er says:-

"With regard. to the que·stion of extending 
to include damage by grasshoppers, frost, etc., 
legislative relief beyond that already allowed, 
I desire tq inforl11t you that at a recent meet
ing of Cabinet, it was decided that, in vlew 
of similar requests fran\ other settlers in vari
ous parts of the State in respect of losse·s from 
anthrax and other causes, and having regard 
to the very heavy legislative programme al
ready arranged, it would· not be possible for 
the present Parliament to deal with a further 
amendment of the Crown Lands Act in this 
regard, but that sympathetic consideration 
should be given, as far as administration is 
cOncerned, to deserving requests. for the post
ponement of payments, etc." 

To date the Victorian settlers who suffered 
from this cause have had ,no definite reply t'o 
_their request for relief. The recent Victorian 
eiectioi:i:s ·c·au-sed -a- ·delay· ih -dealing"-'"'With the 
matter ancl. it is now stated that the matter 
will be -discussed by Cabinet <'~-t an e·arly date. 
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NEW ZEALAND EXHIBIT 
OF AUSTRALIAN DRIED 

FRUITS 
At the show held from April 10 to 24 last 

in Wellington, New Zealand. the outstanding 
feature was the exhibit of Australian dried 
vine and tree fn1its. The reports receiv~d 
from the Australian Trade Commissioner in 
New Zealand- (Mr. R. H. Nesbitt) indicate 
that the exhibit caused a considerable amount 
of very favorable comment from persons who 
are competent to judge as well as from the 
general public. The Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Export Control Board, through the 
Department of Commerce arranged for the 
exhibit and the Australian Dried Fruits A3-
sociation, selected and sent forward to Wel
lington a very representative assortment of 
dried vine and tree fruits. The Victorian 
Dried Fruits Board also lent support by pro
viding a quantity of cookery books. Photo
graphs and full particulars of the exhibit are 
expected shortly, but. the information to hand 
must be regarded as satisfactory w the indus
try and to those who took an active part in 
providing the exhibit. 

FROST PREVENTION EXPERIMENTS 
WITH HEATERS 

Following the successful use of brown co1l 
briquettes by Metters, Egan and Williams 
in their citrus orchard heaters on their 
properties at Gonn Crossing (N.S.W.), 
Messrs. Taylor and Gordon, of Red Cliffs, are 
trying our' this method on their blocks. The 
Victorian- Electricity Commission is making 
available 200 beaten, which will be used oa 
fou; acres. The estimated cost of operating IS 

£1 per acre per acre per night. The experi
ment will be conducted in June and a full 
report will be published in the "News" in the 
July issue. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN NOTES(By "NElHO") 

This drying season has been a very diffin1 it 
one, and in the course of conversation ·"'Tith 
the oldest residents, is easily proclaimed the 
worst on record. A very brge tonnage has 
had to be dehydrated and from what I have 
seen of some fruit :hnished off by novices at 
the job, there is a good deal of room for en
lightenment on this phase of our drying. Fruit 
put through at an excessively high tempera
ture has been merely case-hardened, and when 
taken in to the packing shed, to all appear
ances it was dry, it showed a degree of crisp
ness which no classer could reject; b-tu. after 
a few days sweating, the fruit came back to 
such an extent that it will be necessary to 
re-dry it. 

If the electrical appliance for determining 
the moisture content is a success this will go 
a long way toward easing the work of inspec
tors and prevent many heartburning argu
ments between grower and classer. Unfor
tunately, owing to the peculiarities of the 
season, the "outsider" has been very active 
among growers who have developed that "fed
up" feeling with fruit hanging on the rack 
for a long period, and his activities seem to 

be more _than usual in this district this year. 
One of the mat-ters upon which growers 

would like some information is that of color 
value in sultanas. We understand that only 
a limited tonnage of fruit of a light color 
could be sold on the U.K. market at a pre
mium. Of course this will not. trouble us 
this year, but we are· striving tooth and nail 
to produce all our sultanas in the right types, 
and one of these seasons we will r have. a large 
tonnage of this type of fruit, and if it is no:: 
Sold at a premium there is bound to . be a 
harmful reaction. . In our efforts to prOduce· 
a. light type extra racks have' to be built, side 
curtains used, and a good deal of ext.ra work 
is entailed Which 'addk to the ~ost of pfOdhc
tion. This ye.ir we are prodUcing a laige 

tonnage of the old brown caustic soda type, 
and if we can successfully dispose of it th~ 
question is bound to crop up whether it be
comes an economic fact.or to go on adding, 
to our production costs in attempting to pro
duce all our crop in the light- types, or whether 
a proportion of the crop can be processed in 
the old caustic soda class and be successfully 
disposed ·of in future yean. This seerps a r,> 
t.rograde step, but it is also one of economics 
and one which should not be lost sight of by 
our packers. 

We know that every packer's ambition is 
to put up the best color he can get, and it 
is a very commendable ambition, but taking 
our varied markets int.o consideration, which 
all have to be catered for, we would like to 

be a.ssured for the guidance of future yea~s 
that we are on the right track to achieve the 
best results for all concerned. 

didn't realise how much they 
were costing per foot mile until 
it rained ! 

The real comparison of economy 
and efficiency of wire strapping 
systems can only be made in the 
height of a packing rush. 
ANALYSE GERRARD values, and 
consider reliability and speed. 

Cerrard Wire Tying Machines Co. Pty. Ltd. 
119-125 Hawke St., West :Me lb., C.3. 
SYDNEY •• RIS8ANI:: •. AOELAIOE. I>IUlTI-I. 

~'-~\)~1:, - APPlE AN~- tnRUs PACKING 
\_:.,.~:;1;,;.~~~ CHARTS ARE AVAilABLE FREE 

\'J.'tt..S::~-· ON APPliCATI0N., .. GERRARO SERVIC£ 

The Australian Dried Fruit EXhibit at the Wellington Easter Show. This display will give growers some idea of what ·has been don-e i.rm 
New Zealand on their behalf, to popularise AustraJ.ian dried fruits. 
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