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Marketing Dried Fruits In United Kingdom 
The Currant Position : Sultana And 

Lexia Prospects 

MR. CLEARY'S ADDRESS TO GROWERS 
In the last two years Mr. Cleary, a directo: of the Aurora Packing Coy., has Visited England 

several times to make closer contact with the sel-ling end of his company's operations. He has 
recently returned to Australia, and in addresses to the clients of his company in the Mild-l.li"a 
district areas he dealt with many matte-rs that are of general interest to the industry. Mr. 
Cleary stated as follows:-

The 193 5 pack of Australian currants was 
generally considered of excellent quality, al
though the Western Australian contribution 
to the United Kingdom export quota was poor 
in comparison with fruit generally shipped from 
that State. 

The total tonnage of currants exported by 
Australia to the United Kingdom in 193 5 was 
much in excess of the highest tonnage pre
viously shipped, and the controlling authorities 
found it not only impossible to satisfactorily 
market an excellent quality pack, and clear 
stocks prior to Christmas, bm also did the ex
c·css tonnage shipped have a depressing effect 
on the value of the whole. 

FRONT-LINE COMPETITION 
Every effort was made by the Control Board, 

under its marketing policy to secure for cur
rant growers the maximum price obtainable, 
but the Board found it necessary to 1·educe ap
praisements to the comparatively low :figure 
-of 28/ to 30/ pe·r cwt. for good quality 
2-crown fruit (at which figure heavy tonnages 
were disposed of) on each occasion when an 
endeavor was made to improve the position by 
increasing appraisements even to the extent of 
1/ per cwt. buyers refused to continue to 
operate. Greek currants provided ''front-line" 
competition which had to be faced throughout 
the year-firstly, the price at which the carry
over of 1934 season was offering, and, secondly, 
forward quotations for new crop. 

MR. L. J. CLEARY 

The 1934 carry-over of Greek fruit was of 
excellent quality, and represented value to the 
trade at least equivalent to our new season's 
fruit at appraisement prices. The general pack 
of 1.9.H currantS Jrom Greece was also of good 
quality, providing an excellent range, such 
range extending from fruit of a good average 
2-crown quality to shade-dried Gulf and Vas-

tizza. A heavy proportion of the latter growth 
represents much higher quality than Australia, 
in any b~1lk, has at any time been able to 
produce or market. 

EFFECT' OF RECENT DAMAGE 
As proof that the maximum value for our 

193 5 currant crop has been secured (in keep
ing with the proportionately heavy tonnage 
shipped), it is only ne·cessary to realise that, 
notwithstanding excellent value offered, total 
unsold stocks in the United Kingdom remain 
at 1100 to 1200 tonS. The unsold tonnage at 
date. would, in all probability, have been closer 
to ?300 tons, had it not been that buyers 
recently took notice of information regarding 
damage to 1936 crops. Following the receipt 
of cabled advices, manv no doubt anticipated 
a short export of new season's fruit to the 
United Kingdom this year. During the last 
three weeks, 1100 tons of currants were dis.: 
posed of. The market reflects a slight ad
vance, and, although there should be no diffi
culty in disposing of the balance of our 1935 
fruit within a reasonable period, the supply of 
Greek fruit and the excellent range of quality 
offered will, in all probability, "anchor" pre·sent
day realisations. 

Mr. Cleary reminded growers that there 
were only two countries exporting currants 
_to the United Kingdom market, and that the 
inte1·ests of producers in both countries would 
be considerably enhanced (without in any way 
imposing on Uni-;;.;;d Kingdom consumers of 
either Greek or Australian fruit, should it prove 
possible to eliminate mutual competition which, 
although today is apparently essential, consti
tutes a losing proposition to producers. In his 
opinion, the Greek currant will always com
mand priority of respect and attention in 
the United Kingdom. 

In the first' place, the annual retention of 
aooroximately 50 per cent. of the Greek 
currant crop provides only for the best quality 
Greek fruit (in its respective grades) being 
exported to England; secondly, the annual 
Greek tonnage is far more than sufficient (even 
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ii1 a short crop year) to satisfy the total re- to. packers -~he_-:6pp6i1:unity ··of 100_ per .cellt·, 
cjuirements of the United Kingdom market; efficiency ill ~temiTling_ and providing for ~he 
t;hirdly, the duty ·On Greek currants is only market in the U1;1ited .1\:ingdOm a. 'pack ·.which 
zj pe·r cwt., as against ..the free entry of oJ.:!-E::~. W,ill_ .. ·lnore· closely. apprOach the·_condi-~ion of_ 
fruit, and, as Greek currants .'\Vere known for · the.· .prC!4.?ct of. our Gre.e!r-_ compe~itor~·,.--...- .. ~·-
years ·prior to Australia planting its first cur- DI-SPOSAL OF"SULTANAS 
rant vine, whilst, in addition, t'uality, condi- It was with pleasure, Mr. Cleary said, that 
tion and pack have. been fully approved, the he felt . .conP,dent in exoressing the ()pinion th:tt 
2/ per cwt. duty on. Greek. fn~.1.t does not our prospec·ts· fo~ the Satisfac·tory·:-~Hsposal of
present a very fonmdable barner to Greek a reasonable tonnage ·of sul~anas in :rhe United 
shiooers and merchants. Kingdom were n_ever better than they are :at

WHAT MAY BE EXPECTED 
Whilst the present poli-cy of marketing the 

Creek product in-- the United Kingdom. ~on
tinues, and ·the retention~ sCheme is applied, 
Australia may, with confidence, look f()rward 
to the annual disposal 'of from 9000 to !'0,000 
tons Of currants in this market. It is difficult, 
however, to believe that forward values will, 
to any appreciable extent, exceed prices realised 
for the excellent quality pack of fruit which 
Australia shipped to the United Kingdom last 
year. 

The general condition and 0ualiry of the 
Australian currant •1ack of 193 5 season was 
good. There is, ho,vevcr, still the occasional 
shipment which justifies criticism for instance, 
a "parcel" badly stemmed; again, dusty or 
gritty fruit-boxes wrongly type stencilled. 
These pack defects are magnified exte·nsively 
when comparison is made with fruit from 
Greek shippers, and, although defective "par
cels" were few in nurnber (when compared 
with the total tonnage shipped) it was evi
dent that, as an industry, we have still room 
to add to the appearance and condition of 
our Australian product, and this achievement 
must be attained if we are to hope for an 
improvement on existing rates. 

Mr. Cleary stated that the Board of Trade 
figures in the United Kingdom disclose the 
fact that, for twelve months ending Septem
ber 3 0 last, the consumption of currants in 
England had declined by approximately 5000 
tons. It is reasonable to assume that the 
manufacturer and housewife of England is giv
ing preference of selection to sultanas, whilst 
good quality fruit can be obtained at prices 
in keeping with those ruling for sultanas last 
year. It is to be hoped that such drift in the 
consumption of currants does not continue. 
Fewer buyers and more sellers must result in 
even keener c·ompetition than that to-day 
existing. 

SUB-STANDARD FRUfi' 
The arri<val of a sub-standard line of cur

. rants invariably upsets market calculations. 
Our currants are known as "Australian cur
r:;tnts,', as by any crown, type or quality mark, 
and,_ although in accordance with regulations, 
boxes are type-marked, few buyers (if any) in 
England pay attention to anything outside" the 
actual fruit itself. 

present. The Australian .Suh:ari'a padr~· although 
still intersPersed with ·OccasiOnal parcels·, of 
fruit which present type irregularities (in· 
some cases pronounced)·· today, Mr. Cleary) 
stated, enjo)rs a riieasure of·· goOdwill that the 
.Australian industry -haS not previously at-~· 
l.:ained. 

h is an acknowledged fact that although 
buyers still complain regarding any slight _to 
major defect which the inspection of samples 
from time to time permits of, that the im 
provement in pack of Australian sultanas dur
ing- the last feW years has been:verv.vronounced 
and freely admitted.' This imorovement ·and 
increased trade goodwill, Mr. Cleary stated, is 
attributable to several factors. 

The London Agency of the Dried Fruits 
Board, under its fumigati'on policy, Ius un-· 
doubtedly contributed to a very big extent 
in the advance and improvements which have· 
been effected. During thiS. laSt· two years, 
complaints regarding infestation in Austra
lian fruit had been very few and far between, 
and for this iesult the "London agency of. rhe 
Board and the officials in control of fumigation 
arrangements are to be highly commended. 
The Board's efforts are fully supported by the 
splendid system of warehousing of Australian 
fruit in London and outports. The controlling 
authorities of all warehouses in all ports show 
more than ordinary pride, firstly, in their 
premises, and, secoridly, in attent~on to e\"tTy 
detail whereby the risk of infesta'tion subse
quent to fum(gation.-shall ·be minil1iised. 

SPECIAL CARE OF WAREHOUSES 
Mr. Cleary .stated that, on his· n1any visits to 

warehouses Where Australian fruit- was stored 
pending sale and delivery it was qUite a J:are 
occurrence to note eve"n a moth in those huge 
establishmen_ts. Admitted that those respon
sible for the wareho~1sing of our_ fruit in the 
United ;Kingdom were adequately ·paid for the 
service·s:· rendered it is apparent to any visitor 
who ha:S the interests of the_ indUstry at heart 
th<1-t mOre care and attention ,than even that 
measure·-.deill.aP-ded is generously' aild ho::1estly 
applied . 

At th~:.imieting held at Red;·:<?l;tff~/tbe Aurora 
Fruit Gro:wer's~· .'.1\_ssociation _·?Y:~f:::,as,~.ed to ac
cept a :r~~,.~lu.ti~11:~ ' .. which'. w~_s:'·:.';sJft.Bo'rted by 
those Red·:.C:liffs ._1J~t,tlers in atte_fl.~!I(:~~ express
ing, thrOugh Oiit~· Dile'd ... Fruits BOard, the ap
preciation of growers in the s·oidier settlement 

of Red .. Cliffs, c.oncerning the. efforts ~hie~ 
proprietors of warehouses Hl the respective 
ports ,of the Unit~d Kingdom were earnestly 
a,pplyin·g in the int.erest~ ~f: the industry. 
· Another feature which has hellJed to -pro:
mote grea·ter iliterest .and appreciation of the 
Al:lstr'ali'a~ · prodUct iS ·the in traduCtion by 
packe:rs ·o_f the policy of o~l dressing sultanas. 
The ·oil-:<:lres~ing '·:o£ frUit promotes an ex,.. 
-cetlent :free-runniilg· :condition, and a much 
t:'asier pro.duct·· to' handle,· either by the grocer 
who. wishes to bin 'his fruit preparatory to 
packing for sale, :or· the confectioner (the 
baker) who wishesto breakup his 56-lb. block 
preParat()ty to' the_ £1-uit going thrOugh his 
washing·ffia-chine. 

. FUrther still, although i~ is yet too e:irly to 
indicate the· advantage which has resulted "from 
the intmduction of Eranol (due to the research 
work of our young sc;:,ientist, Mr. Orton), it 
was Mr. Cleary's considered opinion that_ ex
perimental tests, if undertaken and carried out 
over a period, would prove the effectiveness of 
Eranol in assisting to provide a clean pack an:d 
freedom .from infestation. 

The main feature, however, is that the com
bination of efforts which have been put for
ward, both in Australia and abroad, have defi
nitely resulted- in a fuller ~ppreciatiOn. Of our 
Australian prod~tct, and this appreciation will 
continue to further enhance the goodwill for 
oUr fruit so-Jong as we do not weaken or be
come in any way lackadaisical as a result of our 
acknowledged advancement. 

MARKETING EXPECTATION 
It is generally 1·ecognised by those closely 

associated with the marketing of Australian 
sultanas in .. the United Kingdom that our in
·dustry can, with reasonable expectations of 
1:;atisfacrory prices, market from 20,000 to 
2 5,000 tons in London and out ports each year. 
The annual return, conditional upon the_ re:
striction of our export to the United Kingdom 
to a tonnage figure closely approaching the 
above, will naturally fluctuate from season to 
season in keeping with the competition in ton
nage shipped by our foreign competitors, and 
ruling market prices therefor. 

In addition to Smyrna, Australian sultana 
has today to meet competition with Cretans, 
Greeks, South Africans and, to a lesser extent 
(although sometimes a disturbing influence), 
surprise arrivals of Persians. California, of 
course, continues to operate freely, but, in a 
year when seasonal conditions during· our dry
iilg period have been reasonably satisfactory, 
we will always find scope for sale of a tonnage 
approximate to th~ figures earlie·r mentioned in 
avenues for which the Californian shipper can
not cater. 

BOARD'S WATCHFULNESS 
With the knowledge that Smyrna was har

vesting an abnormal crop, the London Dried 
Fruits Agency of the· Board was called upon 

Mr. Cleary explained that, if our price 
range of currants for general standard lines 
(under respective box type markings) is from 
28/ to '33/ the arrival, appraisement and mar
keting of sub-standard fruit, which the ap
pi.aiser tnust deal with, upsets the equilibrium 
of the market for some time. An appraisement 
of ·a pack of say, M.F. Currants at 25/ whilst 
the recognised minimum of 2-crown fruit is 
at 28/ or 29/,.presents .tobuyer_s ~he.ppssibility 
'of belief that the general market has weakened, 
and that Australiari currants'. can .. be ,pur~h:tsed 

AN AUSTRALIAN OFFICE 

at 25/. ' ' 
Information regarding a drop in apnraise

ment occasioned by the arriv:tl and sale of 
a sub-standard line «flashes" through· the trade 
in London, and filters into the outports within 
an hour or two. No matter what efforts are 
made to reassure buyers that the price drop 
is in strict conformity with reduction in value, 
few buyers are prepared to acceot such assur
ance. On the contrary are. th~y inclined to 
the belief thit currants genera1ly have been 
reduced in price, and a t'mark time" buying 
policy is pro tern engaged in. 

In concluding his remarks regarding cur
rants, Mr. Cleary urged growers to cure·· their 
fruit .. thoroughlY" ·and ·--rh-us at 'least present' 
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to watch the position very closely. It ~',as. not 
possible- for ,seine time to: secure .. so~e- definite.· 
indicatiOn as the -extent 'to WhiCH the Con
tinent was going to operate, consequently, it 
was, at one stage, feared that a considerably 
heavier tonnage of Smyrna sultanas (than has 
proved to be the case) would have been _ship
ped to the United Kingdom. Our minimum 
for :Australian fruit, brown types, in 3-crown 
large and small, receded to 3 5/. When it Was 
evident that Smyrna would be shipping to Con-
tinental ports a t<mnage well in excess of last 
year's shipments, this knowledge, supported by 
the fact that owing to heavy tonnage the 
averaP"e size of Smyrna fruit this year was 
particularly small, the Board hardened prices 
and buyers of Austnllian sultanas responded 
accordingly. 

Anoth,er feature which reacted to the bene
fit of Australian producers was the decision of 
the Turkish Government to abolish minimum 
selling prices. This decision was welcomed 
by the trade and increased activity in purchas
ing immediately took place. Values of Smyrna 
sultanas on the United Kingdom market quietly 
advanced, and· prices improved by the middle 
of November tO the extent of approximately 
4/ per cwt. 

Australian sultana groWers can at le·ast with a 
quiet optimism look forward to an improve
ment in trading during 19l6. Trade generally 
in the United Kingdom has, throughout the 
last year, continued to progress in a more than 
satisfactory manner, this mainly due to the im
provement in the general trade and industry 
of the country. Money has been available at 
exceedingly low rates and in abundant sup
plies, and these factors have led to greater 
expe·nditure by the public, part of which has 
be· allotted to the purchase of dried fruits. 

Q1.1oting an important dried fruits selling or
ganisation in the United Kingdom; an extract 
from a .tecent retrospective report on last year's 
trade will be of interest tQ grower_s. This ex
tract reads:-

"The ·main :point to bear~ in mind is that, 
not __ -only is tbte .home .trade improving, but 
re·ports_ shO"\Y that exports are also on the 
increase, ~md there is a vast field ahead for 
en01;tnous expansion under this heading, 
Whe'n we come- to· the year that is befoi'e 
us, th-e-re. seems every reason for optimism, 
as internal a.nd overseas· trade is rapidly ex
panding, -and unemploymen-t he'ing st_e,adily 
reduced.'' 
Looking forward, this progresSive dried fruits 

sale·s organisation s!-ltes that the_ year 19 3 5 has 
closed with ·a feeling of _definite optimism that 
prices for the new Crop of Australian sultanas 
should show an incre.iSe of 2 5 per cent. on 
those prices ruling for past season's yield. 

QUE~TION OF COLOR 
'Throughout the year, Mr. Cleary suted, 

fruit of light color sold at higher prices (in 
equivalent grades) than those secured- -for 
brown type fruit. There were occasions when 
Certain type·s of fruit were not in demand, 

·the trade's attention frequently d1.1rillg the 
year being attracted to the lower priced pro
duct. The policy of buyers in so cl~sely 
applying their ittention an_d- 'interest to our 
cheapest fruit, both in sultanas and in.·currants, 
was an outstanding featm·e in this ye:~.r's 
United Kingdom sales;· howeve1·, it was pointed 

·out that, although a proportionate-ly smaller 
quantity of higher grade fruit, in light. type;_s, __ . 
was sold during the main selling' -period,- th<' 
trade eventually was compelled to turn its at
tention to our better 'lines,.- and, with· the· ap_.
praisements of such fruit remaining firm, the 

finaL_ -results over the yea~ left little or no 
room· £or- d:s_:::ussion:'or debate--.as l:O tP,e-··wisdom 
Of ·prO'a'Uciri'g---and Packing the· .tnajOr ·propor
tion of our sultana United Kingdom tonnage 
in light type _fruits. 

PROSPECTS OF LEXIAS 
Regarding lexias, the speaker expressed the 

opinion that the ge·neral forward prospects for 
the sale of lexias in the United Kingdom were 
anything but promising. He considered that 
the maximum tonnage which could today be 
exported (with re·asonable hopes .of satisfactory 
prices being secured) was from 800 to 1000 
tons. He referred also to the necessity of 
selecting best quality and be·st conditioned fru~t 
for the United Kingdom market. 

The oiling of lexias has- resulted in an im
mense improvement to· the product. The 
future. position, however, is anything but 
bright. Total shipments of lexias to the United 
Kingdom this year were only from 200 to 300 
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tons~ and· still- we :lind lexias unsold as at date. 
The raisin generally seems to be going out of 
favor. The marketing of Valencias, season 
1935, gives every indication of this. The 
Valencia shippers had the market almost en
tirely to themselves-little or no competition 
at all with the Australian lexia-opening prices 
considerably les_s '.than Valencias opened at 
twelve months previously, and by mid-Novem
ber there was quite a respectable tonnage of 
''spot" stock Valencias unsold. 

One month following the declaration of 
opening prices, the Valencia market weakened 
f~om 10/ to 13/ per cwt.,. excellent quality 

-vafencias being available at 32/ as against 45/ 
for the- same product, mid-October. Again, 
the Valencia seeds. mme easily than does our 
lexia. The texture of the fruit is different, 
and the flesh of the Valencia -does not adhere 
to the. seeds as is the case when seeding lexias, 
even -under the best conditions. 

It is the· gener:d opinion of the trade in 
the United Kingdom that the forward prOs
pects for lexias ·are anything- but bright, and 
growers were reminded of this in the event 
of any of them re-constructing and conse
quently re-planting any small portion of their 
present holdings._ 

DIPPING OF FRUIT 
Referri1~g to the important question of dips, 

and out-turn on the London market, the 
spe_;-Ll~e( s~at~'-d ·that_ ·cold dipped fruit (:finished 
off 'a·s 'suCh. in_ any year should be, by washing 
and ,thorough bleaching subsequent to drying) 
so!d .11 ·-highest :figures. The qu.tl1l'!"'' cf c.)ld 
dipped fruit, however, v,Thich qualified for such 
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commendation was minor in tonnage, in COJn_
pariscn with the total quantity 'of cold -dipped 
fruit processed and shipped to J;he London mar
ket. Mr. Cle·ary:_ stated tha·t owing to the 
method employed by the Aurora Packing Co. 
in cypher marking it"S boxes, it· has been pos
sible for that company to refer to prices real
ised for each parcel of fruit processed under 
either potash cold dip, Johnson's cold dip or 
Johnson's hot dip, the foundition entry for 
such -information being sec·ured- at the time the 
fruit was delivered to Aurora Packing Co.'s 
packing houses in Red Cliffs, Merbein and 
Irymple districts. 

He remarked that his recommendation re
garding dips had not changed since he com
piled the directions for use of Harry Johnson's 
hot dip mixture in 1927. Such recommenda
tions were to the effect that growers who had 
been adopting for use the standard potash cold 
dip method, and had been achieving satisfactory 
results should give serious consideration to the 
matter before changing over to any other dip. 
He, at that time, further recommended grow
ers who had not achieved the satisfaction or 
results they were looking for under the stand
ard potash cold dip method to give Johnson's 
dip a trial. He· pointed out that the major 
tonnage of cold dipped fruit arriving on the 
United Kingdom market was in an unfinished 
condition. In many cases, it was noted that a 
white potash flaking was apparent on some 
berries, and that much fruit lacked that finish 
in texture and color-that is looked for and so 
much admired in cold dipped fruit that has 
been efficiently handled by growers prior to 
delivery to the packe1·. He urged upon _grower 
clients of his company (who intended continu
ing with the cold dip process) to go «the whole 
way," informing them of his belief that' the 
extra care and expense in finishing off cold 
dipped fruit would be more than compensated 
by the retw·ns for sale of the· product abroad. 

He was equ-ally emphatic, however, in his 
recommendatticn that, if growers, were not 
prepared to properly finiSh off fruit wh·ich 
had been finished off under the potash cold 
dip pr·inciple, it would be of individual and 
industry advantage if they were to, discard 
cold dip entirely and use only an approved 
and thoroughly tested h-ot dip fo-rmula. 

Referring to the method of bulk handling 
which is undoubtedly. incre·asing in favor 
amongst growers, the speaker emphasised the 
necessity of applying the same care and atten
tion whilst operating in bulk as should be ap
plied were growers still dipping in single bucket 
containers. In other words, he uttered a note 
of warning against the possibility of careless
ness and indifference (without due regard to 
industry goodwill or individual results) becom
ing associated with a policy of handling in buJk 
to effect minor savings on the drying ground. 

In Mr. Cleary's opinion, growers who are 
co-ntinuing t;o cold dip- and who will not go 
to the trouble and expense entailed in properly 
finishing off the product, are doing and will 
continue to do both the industry and them
selves an injustice, and he is emphatic in ex
pressing his belief that it would be more profit
able for t-hem to revert to any othe·r dipping 
formula which, over the years; has consistently 
given satisfactory results. : _, 

Mr. Cleary strongly urged upon growers the 
necessity of 1·emaining loyal to the respect~ve 
organisations which today control and legislate 
fer _the good of the industry as a whole. 

At the dose of his address,. Mr. Cleary. ad
vised gro\vers of the decision of his Board to 
send him. back to England again this ye·ar. 
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Board of Management 
Minutes 

At recent meetings of the Board of Man
agement the following matters, that are of 
particular interes~ to growers, were discussed: 

Further Plantings.-Mr. Lawrence advised 
that a PresS report had appeared, Stating that 
arrangement~ were being made at Robinvale 
for the· planting of vines. 

It was decided to take further action to 
bring this matter prominently before the pro
per authorities. 

Thrips Investigation League.-A letter was 
received from the Hon. Secretary, Thrips In
vestigation League, Melbourne, asking whe·ther 
this Association could assjst financially in the 
scientific investigation that has been proceed
ing for the last three years. The Board de
cided that in view of the fact that quite a 
large amount is being spent in. investigational 
work, they could not see their way to further 
extend their activities. 

Cttrrants.-A circular had been sent to the 
packers as follows:-"ln view of the quantity 
of rain damaged currants that will be delivered 
to packing houses in certain districts this year, 
it be an instruction to the packers handling 
such fntit that they take steps to ascertain 
the actual loss on individual deliveries and that 
this loss be deducted from the delivered weights 
of the individual grower concerned. Where 
packers are faced with the difficulty of getting 
5 6-lbs. of currants into a box, they be in
structed to pack 50-lbs. to a box as an alter
native.'.> 

The secretary reported that correspondence 
had been received from several packers and 
branches, suggesting that the Board of Man
agement should issue further instructions re
garding the handling of rain damaged currants. 
After a full discussion on the subject, it was 
resolved, "That as the circular letter of the 
31st January, 1936, laid down the principle 
and did not attempt to elaborate the procedure 
which might vary according to the circum
stances in different districts, the Board recom
mend that each district call the packers to
gether in consultation with the local executiVe, 
to agree 011 a common procedure for that' 
district.,, 

Federal Council Meeti-t1,g, 1936.-ln view 
of the fact that the next a·nnual Federal Council 
meeting is to be held in Adelaide, the Board 
gave consideration to the date on which the 
meeting should commence. 

Resolved, "That the annual Federal Council 
meeting, 1936, commence in Adelaide on 
Thursday, 29th October." 

Currants-Seasott 19 3 5 .-Consideration was 
given to proceeding with the adjustment for 
season 1935, but in view of the unsold balance 
it was decided not to proceed with same mean
tirile,_but that a watch is to be kept on stocks 
and as soon as it is considered that stocks are 
sufficiently reduC'ed, the adjustment is to be 
proceeded with. 

Distille1·y Fruit For Adjustment Purposes.
Resolve·d, "That the minute appearing in the 

Board minutes of the 17th December, dealing 
with the matter of distillery fruit for adjust
ment purposes, be rescinded." 

Resolved, "That distillery fruit to be in
chtded as part of the pack and as export quota, 
shall be entitled to carry with it the actual net 
proceeds of sale, plus the premium obtained by 
extra Commonwealth release secured by the 
inclusion of such distillery fruit. Sales of boxed 
fruit in export ·-markets to be apportioned on 
the boxed fruit iricluded in the pack." 

Prttnes.-FolloWin-g represe·ntations from the 
A.D.F.A. regarding ·the-. question of reducing 
the maigin of profit. on-prunes, the Board are 
pleased to announce_ that merchants had agreed 
to a !-eduction of 1 per Cent.-, -~making same 
11 t per cent., instead of 12f per· cent. 

Cou,ntry Shows.;._A letter was :received from 
the A.D.F.A. River Council, South· Australia, 
asking tha't the Board shOuld inVestigate the 
possibility of providing a van to attend coun
try shows in South Australia. It was decided 
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South Australian River Council 
At a recent meeting of the above council the 

following matters, of particular interest to 
growers, were discussed:- -

Canadian Preference.-Mr. Howie reported 
that: the Canadian preference had not been in
terfered with, but the extra 1 cent would 
be reviewed in March. Strong repre-sentations 
were being made to the Canadian Government 
by California which were being countered by 
the Australian Trade Commissioner who was 
doing everything possible to have the extra 
preference retained. The Federal Government 
Was also taking a live interest in the matter. 

State Board Rolls.-A long discussion took 
place on the necessity for bringing the Roll 
of growers up to date. 

Mr. Till thought that members of the Board 
could assist in their own districts. Packing 
sheds, district irrigation offices and the phyl
loxera inspector were suggested as means of 
getting a complete Roll. 

Mr. Murdoch said that the State Board Sec
retary had canvassed the various districts two 
or three years ago and this would be· done 
again before the next election. 

A discussion ensued on the qualification of 
growers entitled· to vote and Mr. Murdoch 
promised to take the matter up with the 
Board. 

State Board Elcction.-A letter was to hand 
from Mr. Murdoch expressing appreciation 
on behalf of Mr. Till and himself of the work 
done by local branches in their interests. The 
chairman mentioned the gratification of As
sociation growers on the re·sult of the Poll. 

Mr. Curran questioned the wisdom of the 
Non-Irrigated Council in nominating three 
representatives and a discussion followed. 

'Currant Position.-The Chairman thought 
that a discussion of this subject might be of 
advantage, although it was mainly a matter 
for the packers. 

to ask the Royal Agricultural Society, Ade
laide, for a list' of country shows, giving the 
date on which same are held, with a view to 
ascertaining whether it will be possible to in
clude a visit of the van to the various shows, 
in the country itinerary. 

Status of Packt'fs.-Following up the recom
mendation of Federal Council meeting, that the 
Board of Management should examine the 
status of packers, in relation to the Associa
tion, with a view t'o submitting re·commenda~ 
tions to the next Council meeting, it was re
solved «That this matter be list-ed for discus
sion at next Board meeting." 

Next Bom·d Meetiug.-Resolved, .. That 23rd 
April be tentatively fixed as the date for next 
Board meeting." 

Tree Fruits Committee Minutes.-The Board 
confirmed the tree fruits minutes, which large
ly dealt with price adjustments for the Com
monwealth and controlled markets and quota 
adjustments for those markets. It was re
commended that the price for peeled peaches 
be Id higher thah that of the_ uripeeled variety: 

A discussion followed as to the advantage·s 
of the grower or shed riddling the fruit to 
remove mould. It was gener:illy' thought it 
should be left for the shed to do. 

Mr. Stewart mentioned that i:he Department 
of Commerce was reported to favor the work 
being done in the shed and , Would be very 
strict in the inspection. All Sheds propose to 
treat each individual grower's fruit separately 
to ascertain waste. 

Mr. Jemison pointed out what had be·en 
done -in 1933 when the same problem had to 
be faced. He said the packers had not yet 
discussed it but would do so at a later date. 

The Chairman pointed out that the posiCion 
from a distillery point of view was different to 
193-3 and it' would be far better to dry the fruit 
and distill than accept the low prices for fresh 
fruit, the former would also count as export. 

Liberal and C-ountry League.-A letter was 
to hand asking for representatives to attend a 
conference on March 18th next. 

The Chairman thought we might be repre
sented as the necessity of taking political ac
tion had been recently demonstrated. 

A discussion followed on the desirability of 
appointing a delegate. 

Mr. Murdoch stated that he thought it should 
be ldt to the Board of Management. He and 
Mr. Howie attended at different times a~d put 
the case for control. 

It was resolved, "That the matter be left to 
Mr. Howie." 

Sample Fixing.-Mr. Jemison stated that his 
shed had discussed the necessity of more in
terest being taken in getting fruit for sample 
:fixing. They thought i-t a matter tha-t 
A.D.F.A. branches could take up with advan
tage. They could see that the be·st possible 
range of samples was available and if neces
sary pay for the transport. Inspectors stated 
they had great difficulty in getting fruit from 
paC'kers for samples. This applied more when 
there were several sheds in a district; each one 
tended to leave it to the other. He thought, 
as it affected the grower, it was a useful func
tion for A.D.F.A. branches. 

Mr. Murdoch supported the idea and said 
they were taking steps in W aikerie. 

It was resolved that local branches be cir
cularised and asked to take . an iriterest 'in 
the sample fixing and to take steps to get the 
fruit in and, if necessary, pay the cost C)f 
transport. 

Outside Representation On G1·ade Fixing.
Mr. Sims asked why the State Board had ar
ranged the meeting with the Department of 
Commerce to arrange for representatio-n at 
grade fixing. 

Mr. Murdoch replied that the Independents 
were entitled to representation and he thought 
the chairman of the Board had done the right 
thing to arrange for the meeting. Mr. Mur
doch then reported on other matters connected 
with the State Board and the outside repre
sentatives. 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 
RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 
for• the . Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

PAID·UP CAPITAL, £32,901 RESERV~S; £l3;6S5 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS' FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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UNFINISHED SULTANAS 
The Problem Of Green Tinge 

In view of the difficulties in eliminating 
green tinge, principally in cold dipped sultanas, 
and the necessity for the grower to meet the 
situation, the following remarks by :Mr. L. J. 
Cleary, who has spent considerable time in 
the last two years in the United Kingdom, are 
of interest:-

1vlr. Cleary mentioned that, in his opinion, 
much revenue was lost to the induStry as 
a result' of what might justifiably be regarded 
as lackadaisical conditions connected with the 
proper finishing-off process necessary, in his 
opinion, to a satisfactory product in cold 
dipped sultanas. He acknowledged the fact 
that there were many growers today who were 
endeavoring, as a result of extra effort and 
increased expense, to produce and deliver to 
packing-houses fruit, the result of cold dip 
method, which could be regarded only with 
the fullest satisfaction. 

On the other hand, he expressed the opinion 
that, since the introduction of bulk dipping 
and the consequent increased number of 
growers who have entered the ranks of cold 
dip users, the lack of proper attention by the 
majority was responsible for an unsatisfactory 
average over all for cold dipped sultanas in 
season 193 5. 

Mr. Cleary summarised sales of each parcel 
of fruit shipped to each port in the United 
Kingdom over the sales period extending from 
early May to the end of December, and, aided 
by the policy which his own company insti
tuted, namely-of cypher marking in order 
that fruit, the result of various dipping meth
ods, might be traced on sale, the following 
information was imparted:-

ln 4-crown the general average for potash 
cold dip over all ports for the period above
mentioned was £1/10/6 per ton below the 
general average. for similar ports (but for a 
much greater quantity) of 4-crown Johnson's 
and/or mixed dip. In 3-crown the position 
again appeared to disclose unsatisfactory con
ditions in connection With the actual finishing
off of the cold dip product, for it was found 
by reference to the chart, the variation in aver
ages (and again for a tonnage proportion five 
times as heavy), 3-crown temperature dip, 
comprising Johnson's and/or mixed, showed 
an average in favor against cold dip of 19/10 
per ton. 

Another interesting matter was the varia
tion in actual values governed by United King
dom sales for 193 5 season, light type fruit 
against brown type fruit. Growers generally 
will recognise that the industry, through its 
combined officials, endeavors from year to year 
to equalise value between brown and light 
types when grade-fixing takes place. As proof 
that we had not yet reached that stage where 
producers of light type fruit were receiving 

fttll recompense for the value of their product 
against the produce·r of brown type of sul
tanas we may again review the summary pre
pared, said Mr. Cleary, this connected with 
actual disposals, United Kingdom market, sea
son 1935, period May to end of December:-

4-crown brown against 4-crown potash cold, 
£1/15/6 in favor of latter. 

4-crown brown against 4-crown Johnaon'1s 
and/or mixed dip, diffel"lence in favor of 
Johnson's and/or mixed, £3/4/6 per ton. 
In 3-crown, the same comparison affords the 

following information:-
3-crown temperature dip, either Johnson's 

andjor mixed, ·shows a pl'1einium of £1/4/5 
against .averages, ,same ports,. same :period, 
for 3-crown brown. 
It would appear, therefore, that the policy 

adopted by the Grade Fixing Committee of this 
season will assist, if not in total at least partly, 
to remove an anomaly which would appear to 
exist. 

Queried as to what his recommendat~ons 
were in connection with dips today, Mr. Cleary 
stated that his original opinion, as expressed 
in 1925, had never altered. This opinion was 
to the effect that growers who were prepared 
to go to the trouble and expense of properly 
finishing-off cold dipped fruit could be assured 
of receiving results quite in keeping with the 
sales value of any competitor product. On the 
contrary, he was equally emphatic in his state
ment that unless growers are prepared to go 
the whole way they were, as his figures proved, 
doing an injustice to themselves and to the 
industry in general. 

As stated by Mr. Cleary, it can be readily 
appreciated that the fnlit must be properly 
bleached bdore entry to the packing-house or 
acceptance by the Departmental inspectors. 
The duty involves on these parties to ensure 
that the grower who does take the trouble 
to do the job thoroughly should get full re
compense for his efforts. This has not been 
the case in the past. The action of the De
partment of Comme·rce and the policy of the 
packing-houses this year would seem to indi
cate that the position is being rectified. Some 
growers are inclined to feel that the prohibi
tions are a little severe but if this is the case, 
and no great harm can come of the industry, 
the usual channels of discUssion are always 
available to anyone who feels that there is a 
disability. 

It is apparent that to _put a properly finished 
cold dip fruit on the market is a costly busi
ness and unless the grower who does this is 
assured of the full premium for his effort 
from the pool he: has got to seriously consider 
the economics of going on with the practice. 
Cold dip has done much to keep up the percent
age of grades in our pack overseas and the man 
who does the jOb thoroughly must be en-
couraged. · 

LYSAGHT'S 
100% "Australian Made" 100% 

Wire Netting 
Fencing Wire Barbed Wire 

Wire Nails 
Our Netting and other products are known through the Commonwealth as of the 

highest standard 
Manufactured by: 

LYSAGHT. BROS. & CO. LTD. 
17-19 Bridge Street, Sydney Works: Parramatta River 

~Agents for Victoria and South Australia: Gibbs, Bright & Co. 
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Moisture Standards In Dried 
Fruits 

A RECORD OF DECISIONS ARRIVED AT 
BY COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO CON
SIDER MOISTURE STANDARDS IN DRIED 
FRUIT, HELD AT MILDURA ON 12th 

FEBRUARY, 1936 

Present.-G.rowers' representatives: Mr. A. 
Rawlings and Mr. W. Cavendish; C.S. and 
I.R. representatives: Mr. Lyon and Mr. E. C. 
Orton; Packers' representatives: Mr. D. C. 
Winterbottom and Mr. P. Malloch; Govern
ment Inspection Branch representative: Mr. C. 
Plummer. 

Mr. P. Malloch was in the chair. 

1. A discussion took place regarding the 
use of the moisture meter for determination 
of maximum moisturfj content of fruit for 
delivery and packing. It was agreed that the 
maximum moisture standard for sultanas 
should b"-

For 3-Cl'own and Qver 14 -uni-ts 
For 2-crown and under 15 units. 

For currants and lexias it was decided that 
tests should be made throughout the season 
and the standard fixed at a later date. 

It was indicated by Mr. Orton that as a. re~ 
suits of tests made by Mr. Colby and himself 
in 193 5 season, the standard for currant"s would 
probably be around 18 units and for lexias 15 
units, but it was considered that these tests 
should be made more comprehensive and should 
be checked up by the committee before ar
riving at a decision, and before making any 
recommendation 

2. A discussion took place regarding the 
percentage which should be deducted from de
livered weights of fruit for dehydratiOn to 
represent the loss of moisture which occurred 
during dehydration. 

Mr. Orton submitted a table of deductions 
under various headings, and the following table 
of deductions was eventually agreed to:-

Loss of w-eight per 100 
lbs. -of undehydrated 
fruit due to loss of 

Initial Moisture con.~ moisture. (To be de
tent by Moisture ducted from delivered 

Machine. w·~ight-s.) 
per cent. 

15.5 4.0 
1~0 ~5 
16.5 5.1 
17.0 5.7 
17.5 6.3 
18.0 6.9 
18.5 7.4 
19.0 8.0 
19.5 8.5 
20.0 9.1 
20.5 9.7 
21.0 16.3 
21.5 10.8 
2M 11.4 
22.5 11.9 
23.0 12.5 
23.5 13.0 
24.0 !3.7 
24.5 14.3 
25.0 14.8 
25.5 15.3 
26.0 15.9 
26.5 16.5 
27.0 17.1 

Fruit showing a reading of over 27.0 on the 
moisture meter to be dehydrated separately, 
and the actual dried weight' to be the basis 
of account sale to giower. ' 

Fruit delivered for washing and dehydratiori 
to be accounted for to grower on the basis of 
actual loss. There was not sufficient inform-a:.: 
tion before the committee to warrant the 
adoption of any standard table on this class of 
fruit. 

PRUNE BOUNTY 

It is ·gratifying to learn that the Common-. 
wealth Government, in response to representa
tions of the industry, granted a bounty of id 
per lb. on 193 5 season's prune exports and a 
further fd per lb. on the exports which would 
take pla~e in the present season. 
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Conference Of State Boards 
PRIVY COUNCIL APPEAL 

The sixth annual Inter-State Conference of 
the Dried Fruits Boards of the prOducing 
States was held in Melbourne. The Minister 
of Agriculture for Victoria (Han. E. J. 
Hogan, M.L.A.), in opening the Confer
ence, stated that the fate of the dried fruit 
and dairy products industries was bound up 
in the forthcoming appeal before the Privy 
Council on the interpretation of Section 
92 of the Commonwealth Constitution. In the 
interests of these industries, and other Austra
lian primary industries which depended on 
marketing legislation, he hoped the judgment 
of the High Court would be upheld. 

Senat.or Brennan (Assistant-Minister of Com
merce), in wishing success to the deliberations 
of conference, discussed Section 92 and sug
gested it was possible for the Privy Council to 
deliver a judgment that would enable1 the 
present marketing legislation to survive. It 
was difficult at this late stage to interpret the 
inrentions of the framers of the Constitution 
when Section 92 was being drafted. His own 
opinion was that at the original Federal Con
'\'eHtH .. n, which framed the Constitution, the 
language of Section 92 meant no more than 
the abolition of customs barriers brtween the 
States, what was then described as "border 
barbarisms." 

DANGER OF OVER PRODUCTION 
The Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried 

Fruits Control Board (Mr. W. C. F. Thomas) 
pointed to the difficulties in finding markets 
for the exportable surpluses of dried fruit. 
Since the eleven years of statutory control of 
the industry, production had increased and it 
was within the bounds of possibility and under 
favorable seasonal conditions for the total 
annual production in Australia of currants, 
sultanas and raisins to reach 80,000 tons. This 
meant that export markets would require to 
be found for no less than 67,000 tons-a 
difficult' task in view of the competition from 
other countries. He was de:finitely opposed to 
further plantings of areas which would aggra
vate the difficulty of finding export markets, 
which today" could just about absorb our pre
sent exportable surplus. 

POOLING U.K. SALES 
In regard to early sales, he suggested there 

should be no advantage accruing to those 
who were ufirst in" on the London market. 
uHe thought that fruit for the London market 
should be pooled so that all growers would 
receive equal treatment." He also referred to 
record sales to th~ newly-developed export 
markets for Australian dried fruit in Canada 
and New Zealand. 

The Minister for Water Supply for Victoria 
(Hon. F. Old) also addressed the conference 
and wished the delegates every success. 

Mr. J. M. Balfour, who was elected chair
man of the conference, thanked the visitors 
for their addresses and welcomed the delegates 

from the other States. He felt confident that 
the annual conferences provided a means for 
closer co-ordination of the work of the State 
Boards. 

MATTERS DISCUSSED 
Publicity.-The report of the Joint Publicity 

Committee dealt at length with the activities 
of the committee in stimulating sales of dried 
fruit within the Commonwealth, the cost of 
which represented approximately 5/ per ton 
on sales within Australia. Commonwealth 
sales were expected to exceed 14,090 tons of 
dried vine fruits and 2 5 00 tons of dried tre·e 
fruits in the present year. Improved trade 
conditions justified an extension of the com
mittee's activities. 

Consultative Comnzittee.-The chairman of 
each of the State Boards was re-appointed to 
the Inter-State Committee. 

Statistical Position.-The following state
ment was presented showing the statistical 
position to the 31st December, 193 5:-

PRODUCTION 
Currants 21,148 tons 
Sultanas 40,587 tons 
Lexias . . 5,699 tons 
Prunes . . . . . . 2,562 tons 
Peaches . . . . . . 638 tons 
Apricots . . . . 1,484 tons 
Nectarines, . . . , . . 52 tons 
Pears .. .. . . .. . . .. 53 tons. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Currants . . . . . . 3,581 tons 
Sultanas . . . . 7,589 tons 
Lexias . . . . . . 3,187 .tons 
Prunes . . . . . . 1,213 tons 
Peaches . . 318 tons 
Apricots . . . . . . . . 762 tons 
Nectarines . . . . . . . . 31 tons 
Pears .. . . .. .. .. 94 tons 

EXPORTS OVERSEAS 
Currants . . . , . . . . . . 16,202 tons 
Sultanas , . . . 31,239 ton·s 
Lexias . . . . . . 1,720 tons 
Prunes . . . . , . . . 1,029 tons 
Peaches . . . . 284 tons 
Apricots. . . . . . , 687 tons 
Nectarines . . , . 17 tons 
Pears . . . . . . . . . , 50 tons. 

SOLD TO DISTILLERIES AND WINERIES 
Currants . . . . . . . . 768 tons 
Sultanas . . , . . . . . . . . . 661 tons 
Lexia·s .. . . . . . . . . .. 139 tons 

Fu.rther Plantings.-The request of the Con
sultative Committee containing a questionnaire 
in regard to the net acreages planted since the 
year 1930 an~ information concerning con
templated _further plantings was considered 
and figures were supplied in respect t'o Victoria 
and New South Wales. In regard to South 
Australian and Western Australia, where ex
tensive areas were under non-irrigate·d condi
tions, complete information for these States 
was not available. 

Prune Grades.---:-The matter of eliminating 
, ;mall prunes ' (counts of over 100 to the 
pound) was discussed and the State Boards 

COMMONWEALTH PRICES 
The new 

as follows. 

4-crown 
3-Cl·own 
2-crown 
1-crown 
M.F. 

5-crown 
4-crown 
3-Cl·own 
2-crown 
1-crown 
Plain .. 

season's prices for vine fruits are 
The prices are, for ten ton lots:-

cu:RRAN-T.S 10 Tons. 

SULTAN;\.8 ,_ 

per lb. 
7id. 
7>d. 
6.id. 
6!d. 
5~d 

82d 
7~d. 
7~d. 
7,d. 

7d. 
6§d, 

LEXIAS AND WALTHAMS 
6-crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6?id. 
5-crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5~d. 
4-crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5~d. 
Seedless (for Manufacture-rs only) 6!-d. 
3-crown 5~d. 
2-crown . . . . . . . . ', . . . . . . . 55d 

A.D.F.A. Prune Prices for 
The Commonwealth 

Prunes, "Choice" (single·-box prices) 28-lb. 
boxes:-

30/40"s . . 9d per lb. 
40/50's . . . . Slld per lb. 
50/SO"s . . . . . . 7>d per lb. 
60/70/'s . . . . . . . . . . 7d p'er lb. 
70/80"s . . s>d per lb. 
80/90"s . . . . . . 6d per lb. 
90/lOO"s . . . . . . . 5<d per lb. 

100/120's . . . . . . . 5d per lb. 
With the usual differentials for other pack-

ages and "Standard" and "Plain." 
Standard, -}d under; Plain, ld under. 

were recommended to take steps to eliminate 
from the prune pack prunes of a small grade, 
also to explore· all avenues for possible by
products for small prunes. It was noted that 
South Australia and New South Wales were 
taking steps urging closer attention on the part 
of growers to cultural practices, thus produc
ing a larger and a better quality prune. 

OPENING QUOTAS ,1936 
Conference devoted considerable attention to 

crop prospects and Commonwealth require
ments for the present season and owing to the 
obscure position created 'by the recent unfavor
able climatic conditions in the Murray Valley 
in Victoria and South Australia, it was decided 
to recommend .only tentative quotas for 1936 
season's fruit. Rain damage to currants had 
been very severe and the loss could not' yet 
be assessed. Any reliable estimate of the ulti
mate crop would, therefore, be premature. As 
-the seasofl. advanced, the Consultative Com
mittee of the Boards would .have before it more 
reliable information in regard to the total pack 
and the quotas could .then be reviewed. It 
was. finally agreed · to re-commend the Boards 
to accept the following ·-opening Common
wealth quotas: Currants ·:-20 per cent., sul
tanas 10 per cent., lexias 30 per _cent., prunes, 

·peaches, apricots and nectarines each 40 per 
cent., and pears 3 0 per cent. --------. 

Aurora Packing Company Proprietary Ltd. 
NOMINAL CAPITAL .. . . . . . . . . . . £100,000 
PAID·UP CAPITAL ............. . £99,100 

PACKERS 0¥ ALLi VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
He·ad Office at 5 68 Collins Street, Melbourne 

Union Assurance Society Ltd. 
Cresco Manures 
Harry Johnson's (lrymple) Dip 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites 

AGENCIES: 

--

A.M.P. Society 
London &. Lancashire Insurance Co. L.t~. 

Sisalkraft, Marino Power Spray Plant 

Aurora for Service 
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Agricultural Drainage South Australian 
Dried Fruits Board 

(By A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc.) 
December Meeting In the last issue, we dealt with agricultural 

drainage mainly from the point of view of the 
outfall for the internal drains. The present 
article is chiefly directed towards the internal 
drainage requirements, after suitable outfalls 
for the drainage mains have been provided. 

The primary purpose of underground drains 
is to remove the free water resulting from ex
cess 1rngation. The preliminary steps prior to 
drainage should inchlde:-

1. Examination of the sub-soil with a post
hole digger to locate the area of free water. 

2. Examination of the soil layers, or "soil 
profile," to :find the clay layer, if any, on whic~ 
the free water is held up. 

3. A survey of the levels, so that the drains 
may be laid, as is possible in most cases, on the 
impermeable or semi-impermeable clay layer, 
at the bottom of the free water zone. 

4. The lines may then be graded and pegged, 
with a standard minimum grade of two inches 
per chain, and no decrease in grade in either 
1:he lateral or the main. 

Depth of Drainage.-I have not discussed 
depth, as in most cases the correct depth is 
dependent on the nature of the sub-soil, and 
the depth at which free water is occurring. 
The logical way to determine this is by exam
ination of each site, or soil type. The varia
tion in the drainage problem C'an be cited by 
the following case-s:-

1. A partly permeable clay layer at 4ft. 
with one foot of free water above it. In this 
case, drains on the day layer removed most 
of the free water which previoUsly stood (in 
winter time) about three feet from the sur
face. The free water below the drain has now 
receded into the semi-permeable clay layer be
low the drain, to a depth of seven feet. This 
may be considered satisfactory, as irrigation can 
be controlled on this soil so that little or no 
additions to free water at this depth are made. 
Percolation below the drains is so low that the 
drains remove the excess water soon after irri
gation. 

2. A clay layer at five to six feet. In this 
case the problem is simple. The drains are 
laid on the clay layer, and between irrigations 
the fre·c water recedes to a safe depth below 
the drains. Here, again, irrigation should be 
so C'Ontrolled that little or no water is added 
below the depth of drainage. 

We have examined several cases of this type, 
where drains have been ineffectively laid at 
four feet. This permits about one foot of free 
water below the drain, from which salt 
charged water rises into the soil, to the extent 
that horticultural plants have been injured or 
killed. 

These two cases are cited to show that the 
depth of drainage is a problem of the particu
lar site rather than a generality. The depth 
for effective drainage varies, and is determined 
by the soil profile. One point must be stressed: 
Free water is overcome either by drainage or 
by not putting it there. In all cases in our 
experience where free water is established be
low drains at, say, five feet, it has been found 
possible to reduce the applications of water 
so that the free water recedes to a satisfactory 
depth below the drains. This point is of par
ticular interest in cases where the free water 
layer is deep seated, and no satisfactory clay 
layer to lay the drains can be located at up to 
six feet. 

Deep Free Water Zones.-In such cases as 
Waikerie, Renmark, and part of the Irymple 
valley, the deep free water zones are usually in 
a very free subsoil. In the Waikerie district 
the water is being drained direct to a shaft, 
and clearance of free water for four or five 
chains around the shaft has been effected. 
Drains established at five feet in this area 
are not running the water going direct to the 
shaft, and the level of free water receding 
several feet below the depth of drainage. l 

have not seen a case of this kind in the Red 
Cliffs area, though the problem· in portion of 
the Irymple valley appears somewhat similar. 

We have come across a few areas where the 
benefit's of drainage may be doubtftll. There 
are heavy soils and sub-soils in which the hold
up of free water is close to the surface, say, 
two to three feet. In these cases, lateral and 
vertical penetration is so slow that, except in 
the immediate vicinity 9f the drain) there is 
little dearance of free water at the inter
irrigation period. In such cases a first essen
tial is to improve irrigation facilities, so that 
as little excess, water as possible is applied. 

The Renmark Area.-The January rains, 
following normal irrigations, were responsible 
for a marked rise in the water table, particu
larly on Block E where the situation was al
ready acute. The settlers of the Renmark 
district have an awakened interest in the 
free water question at present, as shown by a 
largely attended meeting to discuss the ques
tion. 

Our dat'a on soil water fluctuations in the 
Renmark district are limited to four sites on 
which trngation method and soil-moisture 
changes were measured; and to a reC"ently con
structed line of test wells designed to compare 
free water levels within and adjacent to irriga
tion are·a to the level of the lock pool and 
the river. 

The Renmark Irrigation Trust and the Lands 
Department of South Australia also have rather 
extensive records of fl-ee water occurrence and 
fluctuations. 

At present these various records are being 
examined. We have evidence that excess irri
gation raises the water table, in cases many 
feet above the level that could possibly be 
formed by soaking from the river. On the 
other hand, the. rise in the water table in re
cent years may be associated with a decreased 
drainage gradient, assuming as some settlers 
contend, that a deep-seated sand layer has in 
the past given natural drainage during periods 
a£ low river. 

A long line of test wells was installed in 
Septembe·r, 1935, and the location is designed 
to give additional information on these points. 

DUSTING SULPHUR STANDARDS 
It is reported that all States are now in line 

on the question of the standards of dusting 
sulphur. The matter has reached a stage of 
being handled by the Standards Association of 
Australia and a report from that body is ex
pected shortly. 

Me·etings of the South Australian Baird were 

held on the 16th and 20th December, 1935, 

and cin the 13th January, 1936. 

Applications for renewals of dealers' atid 
packing house registrations, also applications 
for owners' and carriers' licences for the year 
193'6,; occupied a considerable part of the busi
ness and involved the calling of a special 
Board meeting. 

In the matter of co-operation with the Dairy 
Products' Industry on section 92, the chairman 
reported on the resolutions passed at a meeting 
of the joint executive of the Dried Fruits and 
Dairy Products Industries held on the 11th 
December, 193 5, also on the recommendations 
of the Consultative Committee, which met in 
Melbourne the day following. 

The Consultative Committee·'s recommenda
tion for 2f per cent. increase in the Common
wealth quotas for nectarines and pears was 
agreed to and the formal determination was 
made. 

In connection with the election for growers' 
representatives on the Board, secretary re
ported that the ballot had taken place on the 
13th December, 1935, and resulted in the 
election of Messrs. J. B. Murdoch and C. W. 
Till for the irrigated areas and Mr. C. E. Rus
sell for the· non-irrigated areas. Mr. M. W. 
Nicholas did not seek re-election as a pro
ducers' representative for the irrigated areas. 
The chairman, on behalf of the Board, ex
pressed regret at parting company with Mr. 
Nicholas. 

At the first mee·ring in the New Year, the 
chairman welcomed Mr. C. W. Till to the 
Board, and trusted Mr. Till's association with 
the Board would be a happy one. 'Mr. Till 
acknowledged the compliment. 

The matter of the disposal of low grade 
prunes, deferred from previous meetings, was 
considered and it was agreed that export credit 
be allowed to certain dealers for prune·s de
livered for specified charitable purposes, the 
total quantity being less than :five ( 5) tons. 

Secretary reported that the Joint Publicity 
Committee had arranged for the services of 
Mr. C. E. Gryst (publicity officer) to be 
made available for supervising arrangements in 
connection with the staging of a suit'able ex
hibit which the Board proposed to display at 
the forthcoming Centennial Exhibition. 

The Mildura Co .. operative 
Co. Ltd. 

Fruit 
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THE SEASON 

Dried fruits growers must view the early 
portion of the season as it concerns crops and 

quality, and the balance of the year as it con
cerns marketing and results, with mixed feel
ings. Currant growers have lost heavily, due 
to rain damage, and whilst there should be a 
rise in the returns per ton packed these men 
will lose heavily. The position is puzzling in 
that lots of growers have good crops, com
paratively whilst others in the same district 
are heavy losers. 

The time of pruning is considered to be 
one pf the main things to study, but this is 
largely a matter of luck as to which period 
of the month the rain falls and the state of 
the berries at that time. Mr. Lyon, of the 
Commonwealth Research Station, has been 
asked to make a few comments on this aspect 
of the problem. 

The sultana crop appears to be much the 
same as last year in tonnage-in quality it is 
definitely higher, perhaps a record. Nyah and 
Woorinen are reported to have high grades, 
Mildura district is high, whilst South Austra

lia· .has had r:ains in places. These affected 
the general quality of the St'ate. A letter from 
Mr. Chasten in this issue gives an indication 

of the trouble. Prices for sultanas certainly 
appear to be firming-(note remarks by Mr. 
Cleary in paragraph "Board's Watchfulness")
and on world figures there should be ai;L im
provement, especially in view _of the fact that 
there is not likely to be any appreciable carry
over to next season. The foreign crops come 
on to the market in September-October and 
these determine the results of our closing sales 
overseas. Last year low crops in the aggregate 
from these countries caused a firmer closing 
price for our sultanas, whereas if heavy yields 
are the rule in September-October the position 
can easily be reversed. 

A feature of the position is that the markets 
are fairly bare at present and we have not a 
large tonnage to sell and a big lot of it should 
be sold before any coming crop position of 
other countries can be known. 

The Iexia position is sound for the present. 
Nearly 3 000 tons were sold in the Common
wealth last year and the demand shows no 
immediate signs of diminishing. 'This fruit has 
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yielded 7,000 tons in several past years but re"
cently the wine position has improved and 
there has been less dried due to the demand 
for gordos for that purpose. This year it is 
estimated that the dried pack will not approach 
7000 tons. The same reason applying, it 
might be considered that lexia growers should 
again get good returns. It is, however, purely 
a matter of the arn,ount -that we have for 
export that affects the returns. As Mr. Cleary, 
in his remarks on· lexias says, there is a very 
limited demand, at a good price, for our lexias 
in the U.K. 

Prices in the controlled markets have to be 
fixed on a competitive basis and are not such 
as will give very hlgh returns to the grower. 

Once the pack gets over a certain tonnage 
and the incidence of the better home price is 
discounted by the heavier sales overseas at 
lower prices, then the net return to the growe·r 
rapidly falls. Some growers are considering 
the idea of planting .gordos. This idea, if based 
on the· present position, is one that calls for 
careful investigation befOre making a decision. 

All the foregoing is based on the present 
marketing legislation not being disturbed by 
any de·cision on the case to -be heard by the 

Privy Council. The case is expected to be 
heard in June and there is no doubt that an 
adverse decision can disturb all estimates as to 
returns. However, those who are in close touch 
v,:ith the position, whilst not able to form a 
final opinion on the legal result of the .case
that is the prerogative of the Privy Council
are of the opinion that on the case that will 
be put and the ability of those who are to 
put it, there is reason for optimism. 

A committee is working towards having 
ready alternatives to the present system should 
it be affected in any way by the decision. 
Several very sound and practical ideas have 
been examined and these will shortly be com
pleted in detail and checked by competent 
legal authorities, with a view of holding the 
positiOn as nearly as possible to the present de
sirable conditions. 

DEATH OF SIR JAMES COOPER 

Friend Of The Australian Fru'it 
Growers 

The death is announced in London of 
Sir James Cooper, who has. for a number 
of years, held the position of Chairman 
of the London Agency of the Export 

· Control Board. Sir James was an inde
fatigable worker for the welfare of 'the 
Australian primary producers, particu
larly in-the betterment of marketing con
ditions and the promotion of sales, where·, 
it is known, he spent a good deal of his 
private time and money in the further
ance of his ideal. 

Chairman of the Australian Canned 
Fruit's Board, a hard worker for the wool 
industry since his association with Sir 
John Higgins in the B.A.W.R.A. scheme 
and a director of business organisations 
of the magnitude of the Lancashire Cot
ton Corporation, -Vickers-Armstrong Ltd. 
and several other large undertakings, Sir 
James Cooper was an outstanding com
mercial authority in England. 

'The industry will feel the loss of his 
guidance in its affairs in London. The 
sympathy of the Australian dried fruits 
industry is offered to his family in t'heir 
loss. 

PERSONAL 
Mr. L. J. Cleary, of the Aurora Packing 

COy., left by the Oronsay on March 31 for 
London. This early departure will enable him 
to arrive in the United Kingdom in ample 
time to attend to the sales of his company's 
early shipments. 

• • • 
It is learnt with concern that the Chair

man of the Export Control Board, Mr. W. C. 
F. Thomas, C.B.E., is seriously ill. Growers 
and all connected with the industry will be 
anxious to hear of his early recovery to good 
health and to know that he is once more avail
able t'o help the industry through its difficulties. 

• • • 
It is particularly pleasing to know that 

Mr. A. F. Bell, C.M.G., has been appointed 
Deputy-Chairman of the Commonwealth Bank 
Board in the absence of Sir Claude Reading 
in England. Mr. Bell is well known to the 
dried fruits industry as the Government nomi
nee on the Export Control Board and his ele
vation is indicative of the value of his com
mercial knowledge. The dried fruits industry 
is fortunate in having his services. 

DEATH OF MR. F. L. EAGLE 
--

Those who knew Mr. Frank Eagle, and par
ticularly the many in N.S.W., will regret his 
tragic death in a recent 'plane disaster. Mr. 
Eagle did a lot of good work for the industry, 
especially in connection with matter of control. 

A mercantile broker-some fifteen years ago 
he joined the firm of Parbury Henty Packing 
Coy., and entered the dried fruits industry. 
He established the Leeton Packing Coy. in the 
Murrumbidgee· Irrigation Area. Those who 
were closely associated with him knew him as 
a practical man, keen and fair in, his business 
dealings and of a likeable personality. 

To his relatives and friends the Association 
offers its sympathy in their loss. 

THE WORK OF THE TREE 
FRUITS COMMITTEE 

The wisdom of appointing a tree fruits 
committee to meet when necessary and in an 
advisory capacity to the Board of Management' 
of the Association has been proved. The mem
bers of this committee, Messrs. T. Steele, 
N.S.W., and D. F. Barry-Wood, Vic., with 
Mr. Howie, S.A., as Chairman, are men who 
are in daily touch with the many problems 
relative to the growing processing an~ mar
keting of tree fruits. The agents representa
tives, Messrs. Wilkin and Jones, along with 
Mr. Winterbottom, are in attendance at the 
meetings to assist. Mr. Haynes, _the Associa
tion representative for Adelaide, has also given 
valuable help from time to time. When _a 
survey of the many kinds of fruit,- the types 
therein and the fact that the committee has 
to deal with prices, suggest quotas and initiate 
adjustments for the Commonwealth, New 
Zealand, the East and Canada is made it is 
apparent that the committee has a lot of work 
to do. The inclusion of prune·s in organised 
marketing has increased this work. · 

The Export Control Board, which fixes prices 
for vine fruits in the controlled markets, does 
not do so in regard to tree fruits nor does it 
make an export levy on them. The business 
of closely watching the competitive prices of 
foreign fruit in these markets and of recom
mending prices for the many lines thus largely 
falls on the tree fruits committee. 

In short,· the committ'ee, ~om posed of men 
who are experts in the job, sieves the whole 
matter and finally advises the Board of Man
agement which, in turn, after examination 
regarding compatability as to -policy, pre
cedent, et'c., amends or ratifies the recommen
dations. This system has proved to be one 
that can deal with this side of the work of the 
A.D.F.A. with the minimum amount' af cost 
to the Association growers as a whole. 
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Olive Oil In The Cold Dip 

By A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc. 

Trials of the prepared emulsions now on the 
_market, ·in comparison with the home-made 
,emulsions as prepared by the grower, are now 
practically complete. Preliminary results are 
,discussed below:-

1. A comparison of the proprietary emul
sions at recommended quantities and the home
made emulsions as used for some years, was 
made. In two important particulars, the drying 
rate and the color and texture of the dried 
fruit, there were distinct differences. The 
home-made emulsion gave a quicker drying 
rate, and a fruit' much more intense in color. 

2. A comparison of home-made emulsions, 
with proprietary emulsions, in quantities so as 
to give a similar amount of olive oil to that of 
-the standard cold dip, was also made. In this 
-case the drying rates were more comparable, 
the fruit' dipped in the home-made emulsion 
.drying a little quicker than that from the 
emulsions; and also, being a little more in
tensive in color. 

3. Reduction of the amount of potash (from 
-!-lb. to £-lb. per gallon) was included in one 
:series, and the reduced quantities definitely 
.slowed down the drying rate. 

In all the trials the main distinctions men
tioned above was easily discernable by the 
growers (approximately 2 50 in numbe·r) who 
inspected the trials at various times. 

The results are similar to those obtained some 
years .ago, when experiments were carried out 
<>n which the original recommendations for 
cold dip were based. The standard quantity 
<>f potassium carbonate in the dip (!-lb. to 
!.,.gal.) represented the maximum amount con
sistent with satisfactory drying. 'The quan
tity of olive oil recommended was based on the 
fact that any decided reduction, or increase, 
in the quantity of oil slowed down the· drying
rate, without any compensating advantages. 

As slow drying has been the chief unsatis
factory feature of cold dip for many years, it 
appears to be a very bad policy to slow the 
rate still further, by any de·crease in the quan
tity of either or both the olive oil and the 
potash. 

The experiments carried out this year at the 
Research- Station and elsewhere were twofold 
in design. 

When proprietary emulsions came on to the 
market for use in standard recommendations 
for mixed and cold dip, instructions for use 
were naturally issued by the vendors of the 
€mulsions. Portion of the series of experiments 
were designed to investigate the effect of the 
.suggested_ alterations, and the conclusions given 
above were issued early in the drying season 
in view of the urgency of the matter. 

The full range of experiments designed by 
Mr. Orton covers many other important 
phases, including substitute oils, and the re
sults from this work will be available later. 
Present indications are that a :fine stable emul
sion may prove an advantage in giving uni
formity to the dip and the fruit, but this re
-duction is not likely to be brought about 'by 
reduction of the amount of oil in the dip. 

The Mixed Dip.-The trials of mixed dip 
preparations covered a similar range of olive 
·oil content to the trials in the cold dip. At 
the sweat box stage there is little difference 
discernable in color. Compared with the caus
:tic dip, alL mixed dip samples were typically 
lighter in color, approaching the cold dip in 
.apryeara'nce rather than the caustic dip. 

The recommended quantity of olive oil in 
the mixed dip (1! pints to 50 gallons) was 
-selected some years ago, as giving a better 
texture thin lesser 'quantities. "Firing" in the 
machines, breaking of dried berries, and dark
ening on storage were more noticeable in fruit 
from mixed dips having a low quantity of oil. 
As these characteristics are exhibited on pack
ing and storage rather than at the sweat box 
-stage, they were not' very apparent at any of 
the field demonstra ti€1ns. 

South Australian State Board 
Elections 

STATEMENT BY THE S.A. BOARD 
In the· January issue of this paper an article 

was published indicating concern at certain 
features of the recent elections. The minutes 
of the Board indicate that steps are to be 
taken to revise the Rolls in time for the next 
~lections. In a letter, Mr. Till, the newly
elected member of that Board states that he 
has given his Board information on the mat
ter and is also submitting a memorandum deal
ing with the registering and de-registering of 
growers, ballot papers and declaration on the 
envelope, correctness and periodical revision of 
the Rolls and the qualification for the right 
to vote. 

The following statement has been received 
from the Board. 

The attention of l'llY Board has he'en drawn 
to the paragraph on pag·e 16 of your issue of 
the 22nd ult. under the heading, "South 
Australian Board Election-Disturbing Fea
tul'le's." 

In reply, I have been directed to state that 
your comments cannot be regard·ed as fair 
criticism of the Board's administration in the 
mat:ter of the compilation of the growers' 
Roll. In support Of this contention, I desire 
to state:-

(1) Ther·e is a statutory obligation on the 
Board to regi,ster every grower who, in order 
to pe'gis:ter, makes a declaration that he is a 
producer of dried fruit. 

(2) There is equally a statutory obligation 
on every producer of dried fruit t-o so reg
i?ter. 

(3) Every such producer has a statutory 
right to participate in theJ ballot for growers' 
rep-res-entativ-es -on the Board. 

( 4) The Board is advised it has no power 
to remove a name from the register in the 
absenc-e of reliable documentary evidence. 

Henc.e;, in orde,r t-o ensure that only :the 
names of "bOna fide" producers of dried fruit 
appear -on the R.oll and that ev,ery person 
who is engaged in producing dried fruit has 
complied with the Dried Fruits Act by regis
tering his name, ft would involve,· an exten
sive canvass -of all producing ar•e'as. This 
i-s an e·xpensive business because, in the non
irrigated areas there are nearly 1100 r·e'gis
tered growers. In the irrigated areas, where 
ther~ are approximately 1500 registered g:tOw
ers, who are more or less organised, the 
expense woul-d, perhaps, not be. so great. 

This is the posiHon at pr,e':sent. The Board, 
however, fully realis-es this position and has 
under consideration the appropriate steps to 
be taken to ensure that tllie' gr-owers' Roll 
is in a r-easonably reliable condition before 
.the next election takes plae•e' . 

I desire to add that in many instances
upwards of 50-complaints were receiv-ed 
prior to and during the time' of the last elec
tion from certain persons that .their naines 
were not on the growers' register. In all 
instances, the names submitted were on the 
:OOgister ·and had been for a considerable time 
and ballot papers had been issued to them. 
In s·ev•e'ral other instances complaints were 
rece·ived after the b3.Uot papers had been 
issued that -such papers had not been re
c-eived by the growers. In every one or th-e-se 
the grower so complaining had subsequently 
recorded his vote, although no additional 
ballot papers were issued afte-r the dat>!3 ap
point.e'd for their despatch. Furthermore, in 
not one instance has it bB-en established that 
an unauthorised p-erson voted and no pefson 
who was not a grower record-ed his vote, un~ 
l•B'ss he did so by fraudulent means. This 
the Board cannot be expected to detect. 

It appeal"'S, tlierefore, that tllie general 
chorus of complaints aros.B' from irrespon~ 
sible and unaUthorised sources, because a 
ballot p-aper was posted on the s.ame day .to 
every grower whose name app.e'ared on the 
register and ballot papers w-ere returned only 
by those whose names weM so included. 

In your issue referred to you state:-
(1) That_ the Boards of the other States 

kee.p their Rolls up to daM. The reply to 
this is that in VictOria, which is the only 
other Sta;te that counts in terms of numbers, 
there is no pow·er in the Victorian Act to 
register growe'rs, hence there is no Roll of 
registered Victorian growers. The Stat,e 
Electoral Department, moveover, conducts 

the Board .election for that State and it is 
a simple matter for the Board to collect from 
the packing houses the names of persons who 
are growers and to supply this list to the 
Electoral Departm€nt every -two yeax~s. In 
South Australia, as pointed out above, grow~ 
ers must be registered in terms -of the' Act 
and, unle-ss these t>!3rms are strictly complied 
with, an election would be"come invalidated. 

(2) That only growers whose production 
is 10 cwt., or -over 'should fall within the d·efi
nition of a grower. 

I would here point out that in thB original 
D1•ied Fruits Act of 1924 .such a provision was
made. It was soon found out, howev,e"r, there 
was an appreciable number of growers pro
dr..cing l-ess than 10 cwt., with the- alarming 
result that a substantial tonnage of dri·ed 
fruit was not subj,ect to export. Steps, 
the"refore, were taken in 1925-the first year 
of control-to seek an amendment to the 
Act to bring all growers producing dried 
fruits commercially within the ambit of con
trol. This am-endment was secured only after 
persistent a""rid spirited •e'fforts on tlie part 
of th-ose who had a true appreciation of the 
real difficulties of the industry, to persuade 
a ~najority of the membe'rs of the Legisla~ 
ture thit tl1is most desired amendment was 
nece·sSa.l'y and it was only secured after 
critical debate in th•e' Legislative Council. 

It is amazing, therefore, that a suggestion 
should now be made· to take a retrograde 
s-tep by discriminating betwe•e'n groups of 
growers, the· effect of which would free a 
large tonnage from export obligations. 

(3) FinallY, exception must be; tak,en to 
your statement: "In a letter from Beni it 
is learned that the committee wer,e aSfon
ishe~d at the nmnber of errors in the cop-y 
·of the Roll sent along." · 

It is here definit,ely 'stated that at no time 
has the Board issued a copy of i-ts Roll. 
There is only one Regist,er or Roll .and this 
is kept at the office of the Board. If, the're
fore, there w-ere errors in any Ust :floating 
about the areas, the Board cannot r.e'ason
ably be held responsible, since f,t did no·t 
prepaPe such a list nor did it authorise any 
list. The stateme'nt, therefore, is manifestly 
misleading and the inference that the Board 
was connected with an unauthoriSed list is 
wholly wrong. It is significant to note hel'l~ 
that the majority of the complaints in r.egard 
to non-registration, etc., and referred to 
above come from the B~ri area. It is, there
fore, evident that unauthoris-ed persons, with
out knowle-dge of the true position and 
equally without any s•e'nse of responsibility 
were particularly active in Berri. It i,s quite 
appreciated and it is only natural that, re
lying on such slippery grounds, the matter 
"entaUe'd a lot of additional work for :the 
canva·ssers." W. N. TWISS. 

Secretary. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
VINE FRUITS 

The Commonwealth sales of the Association 
to the end of February, compare with the 
figures at the same date for the two previous 
years, as follows:-

1935. 
2789 

.. 6186 

.. 2829 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias .. 

Totals . . . . . . 11,804 

1934. 
2742 
6337 
2603 

11,682 

TREE FRUITS 

1933 
'2315 
5086 
2087 

9488 

The Association figures at the· end of Febru
ary for the last three years are as under:-

Apricots .. 
Nectarine's 
Peaches .. 

1935. 1934. 1933 . 
210 . . 67 . . 33 

2 
18 3 

Totals . . . . . . 230 67 36 

Sales of tree fruit's have started well this 
year and it is anticipated that inCreased quan
tities will be absorbed in the Commonwealth. 

PRUNES 
The Commonwealth sales of 1936. season,s 

fruit to the end of February were 39 tons. 
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Publicity In Canada For Australian Dried Fruits 
The following report of the Australian Trade 

Commissioner in Canada sets forth the variOus 
activities which have· been undertaken -by him 
in respect to publicity on behalf of the Com
monwealth Dried Fruits Export Control Board 
during the '193 5 . se·aso.h:-

CO-OPERATION WITH BAKERY TRADE 
( 1) In view of the importance of the bak

ery trade throughout Canada, as an outlet for 
Australian dried fruit, it was sought to co
operate "'\Vith bakeries in a manner which would 
react Javorably to Australian interests. In 
special publicity campaigns at Winnipeg and 
Vancouver, to which reference is made here
after, bakeries' delive·ry wagons displayed cards 
featuring bread products made with Australian 
raisins, these cards having been supplied by the 
Trade Commissioner's office. 

( 2) An exhibit was staged on behalf of the 
Australian dried fruit industry, at the Bakery 
Trades Exhibition associated with the annual 
convention of the Canadian Bakers' Associa
tion held in Toronto in September, 1935, a 
message of appreciation of support of Austra
lian dried fruit by Canadian bakers being dis
seminated. A dietitian was placed in charge 
of this exhibit with a view to discussing wi tJ., 
bakery employees, matters pertaining to the 
use of raisins and currants in bake·ry goods. 

(3) In an endeavor to enlist the interest 
of the thousands of small bakers scattered 
throughout the country, a series of recipes for 
the bakery trade as used by the Australian 
Trade Publicity organisation in the United 
Kingdom, was submitted to two leading Can
adian bakers and to a Canadian dietitian, and 
after revision to meet local peculiarities, these 
recipe·s were prepared in the form of "Attrac
tive Recipes for the Canadian Bakery Trade.'' 
The mailing list of the Ba kery trade journal 
{ .. The Canadian Baker and Confecti0l1er") was 
utilised to reach as many retail bakers as 
possible throughout Canada. Considerable in
terest was shown by the bakery trade in this 
recipe book and in the ideas for the utilisation 
of Australian raisins and currants which it 
contains, and many requests have been re
ceived for copies of 1:he booklet. 

COOKERY SCHOOLS 
( 4) The Canadian School of Home Science 

held a series of six cookery schools, in leading 
suburban theatres in Toronto. These schools 
were held during the months of Octobe·r and 
November and the total attendance is estimated 
at 26,000. The dietitians of the School of 
Home Science demonstrated various products 
before these assemblages of housewives, an ar
rangement having been made for special advo
cacy of the use of Australian raisins and cur
rants. Small package·s of Australian · raisins 
were donated as prizes. 

( 5) During the period prior to the holding 
of the cookery schools in each suburb, a 
demonstrator called on all leading retail stores 
and bakeries in the vicinity, advising the pro
prietor of the holding of the schools and of 
the references which would be made to Aus
tralian raisins and currants and sought the 
featuring of Australian raisins and currants in 
store and window displays. 

SPECIAL WINNIPEG CAMPAIGN 
( 6) In view of the importance of the mar

ket for Australian dried fruit on the Canadian 
prairies, a special publicity campaign was ar
ranged for the last week of September and the 
first week of October, 193 5. The campaign 
embraced addresses before women's associations, 
business men's luncheon dubs and High School 
students as well as the use of the radio and 
newspaper publicity. In all of these activities 
Australian raisins and currants were specially 
stressed. The leading department store in Win
nipeg (the T. Eaton Company) offered space 
in its store for a special Australian exhibition. 
After enquiries through other quarters, seek
ing assurance that an acceptance of this offer 

would not involve difficulties with other dis
tributors, a plan of co-operation with the T. 
Eaton Company was proceede·d with. A mam
moth Australian raisin loaf weighing 500-lbs. 
was the central feature of the display. 

(7) A number of household recipes used by 
the Australian trade publicity organisation in 
the UJ?.ited Kingdom were· obtained and sub
mitted to a Canadian dietitian who re-wrote 
them in a manner suitable for Canadian house
wives, and arranged a number of additional 
recipes which it was felt would be acceptable 
in this country. All of the recipes selected 
called for the use of Austn.lian raisins and cur
rants. The recipes were prepared in booklet 
form as "Attractive Recipes for Canadian 
Households." A dietitian was placed in charge 
of the \Winnipeg exhibit and engaged in con
versation Vi'ith housewives visiting the display, 
and made available recipe books to all women 
who had shown interest. 

( 8) The exhibit was officially opened by his 
Worship the Mayor of '~7innipeg, on the oc
casion of a special luncheon to which repre
sentatives of all leading distributors and bak
eries were invited, and a gift of raisins "tvas 
made to the city 1:hrough the 1vfayor. Promi
nent reference was made to this in the news 
columns of the daily Press, thus giving public
ity to Australian raisins in portions of the 
newspapers where advertisements could not 
possibly be purchased in the ordinary way. 
The exhibit was staged in a part of the store 
which permitted of the management keeping 
a check on the number of people visiting it, 
the total at the end of the period having been 
recorded as over 79,000. 

(9) A similar publicity campaign to that 
referred to in the immediately preceding para
graphs was conducted in Vancouver during the 
latter half of October. There was a similar 
utilisation of business men's organisations, 
women's associations, schools, newspapers, radio, 
etc. The Woodward Department Store, 
which claims to be the: largest' single retail dis
tributor of grocery goods on the North Ameri
can continent, provided space for an Austra
lian display in which Australian dried fruit, in
cluding the mammoth Australia'n raisin loaf, 
was agajn the central feat·ure. It is estimated 
that 26,000 people visited the exhibit. 

( 10) The exhibit was opened on behalf of 
the Provincial Government by one of the Pro
vincial Ministers and in the. presence of the 
acting-Mayor of Vancouver. The method was 
here again adopted of making a g,ift or raisins 
to institutions of the city through the Mayor, 
which again secured prominent reference to 
Australian raisins and currants in the news 
columns of the daily newsplpers. 

(11) At Vancouver also a demonstrator was 
stationed at the exhibit to discuss with house
wives the use of Australian raisins and cur
rants in home baking, and the recipe books re
ferred to in paragraph 7 were again distributed 
to sele·cted wolnen visitors to the display. 

CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION 
('IORONTO) 

( 12) Australian dried fruit was also made· 
the central feature of an exhibit on, behalf Of 
Australia at the Canadian National Exhibition 
at Toronto, held in the last week of August 
and the first week of September, 1935. Two
dietitian demonstrators were located in the
dried fruit section and engaged housewives: 
in conversation and issued re·cipe books as re
ferred to above in connection with the Winni:... 
peg and Vancouver campa1gns (paragraphs: 
7 and 11). ·· 

TRADE PAPERS 
( 13) A series of articles dealing with the· 

Australian dried fruit industry and empha
sising the superiority of Australian raisins and 
currants as offered for sale on the Ca,nadian 
market, was inserted in all the leading grocery 
and bakery trade journals throughout the 
Dominion. Specially prepared oaragraphs were· 
also issued to these trade pape·rs from time to 
time during the season. These trade papers 
are •videly read by whoses::de and retail dis-· 
tributors in this country. 

DAILY NEWSPAPERS 
( 14) Advertising in daily newspapers was 

strictly limited, but in a number of instances 
the co-operation of household hint columnists 
was secured with a view to the publication of 
pan.graphs featuring Australian raisins and 
currants. 

MOVING PICTURE FILM. 
( 15) A moving picture film entitled 

"Glimpses of Australia," prepared last year,. 
was again utilised to great advantage with 
business men's organisations, women's associa
tions and in schools. A substantial portion of 
this film deals with the Australian dried fruit 
industry, and includes slogans bespeaking the 
purchase of Australian raisins and currants by 
Canadians by way of reciprocation for Austra
lian purchases of Canadian products. Hardly 
a week passes but opportunity is available at 
some important meeting in some part of the 
country for an address regarding Australia, and 
frequent use is made of this film. 

AGENT -GENERAL'S INfi'EREST 

Speaking at meetings of growers in the Mil
dura district, Mr. L. J. Cleary, recently re
turned from England, was generous in his 
praise regarding the intense interest which has 
been displayed during his period of office by 
Mr. Richard Linton, Agent-General for Vic
toria, resident in London d~tring the last three 
years. It' was Mr. Cleary's privilege, from 
time to time, to discuss with Mr. Linton details 
of matters of industry interest, and in Vic
toria's present Agent-General the speaker stated 
that the primary producers of Australia, and 
this State in particular, have been efficiently 
and very generously represented. The welfare 
of the primary producer has been at all times: 
his first thought. 

BUY CANADIAN PRODUCTS 
In 1934, Canada purchased from her sister Dominion-Australia-97 per cent. of her 
imports of currants, 77 per cent. Raisins, 23 per cent. Preserved Fruits, 7 per cent. 
Sugar, 15 per cent. Wines, and 18 per cent. Wool. Total imports from Australia in· 

creased 20 per cent. in 1934. 

Empire Reciprocity is the Key to Empire Success 
The following products are widely known to Australian buyers:-
Canadian Tools, Axes, Hammers, Hatchets, Shovels, Axe and Tool Handles, 
Lamps, Camp Stoves, Canned Salmon, Kippered Herrings, Sardines, Wall· 
papers, Rubber Sand Shoes, Gum Boots, Gloves, Typewriter Ca'rbon Paper, 
Brake Linings, Spark Plugs, Saws, Oilcloths., Building Boards, Electric and 
Gas Stoves, Electric Rangettes, Electric and Alarm Clocks, and Dolls. 

ASK YOUR TRADER TO STOCK THEM 
For Particulars and Information regarding Canadian products address: 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TRADE COMMISSIONER, 90 Queen St., Melbourne, C,1 

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE, CANADA 
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Wholesale Discounts To Merchants 
Some Features Of The Sugar Agreement That 

Apply To The Selling Of Dried Fruits 
Many discussions have taUn place in the 

various confe1·ences of the A.D.F.A. on the 
matter of discounts and the conditions under 
which the fruit shall be sold and by whom. 
The following address by the Minister of 
Trade and Customs, Mr. White, is of interest 
in that it contains much that is analogous to 
t:he present system of the A.D.F.A. The Asso
·Ciation has been :tpproached many times by 
chain store interests, groups and syndicates a·nd 
by brokers, practically all of which parties 
>vere concerned with large metropolitan sales 
·only and were distributors who would not 
_give the service to the less populated areas of 
Australia that is required by the Association. 

Mr. White covered many of these aspects in 
his speech, which follows, and, it should be 
-stated, is an extract from "Hansard":-

The subject of wholesale discounts has. been 
·a. cause of much controversy. The new agree
ment contains a clause designed to promote 
fairer competition between wholesale mer
chants, and also all classes of rct«il grocers. 
I shall deal, first, with the position of the 
wholesale merchants. Some years ago, as the 
result of several merchants sharing the whole
sale sugar discount with retailers or giving 
cartage rebates or other concessions on retail 
sugar orders, most of the other merchantS 
Were forced to indulge in the same practice or 
else suffer the loss of their sugar business. The 
practice of discount-cuttirig and giving other 
unauthorised rebates was initiated chiefly by 
merchants whose sugar business was largely 
confined to cash transactions in metropolitan 
areas. 

The sugar discount is intended only for 
irierchants who trade in legitimate wholesale 
lines, and who carry the important credit 
responsibilities essential to most country dis
tricts and numerous suburban grocers. The 
wholesale cash sugar discount was reduced 
many years ago from 3! per cent. to 2 per 
cent., which is much the lowest ralte for any 
grocery commodity. Other grocery goods 
carry discounts ranging from 5 per c·ent. to 15 
per cent., the average being between 8 per cent. 
and 10 per cent. It is important to remember 
_that the low sugar discount is in the interests 
of ultimate consumers. A discount of 8 per 
.cent. or 10 per cent., for example, would cause 
the retail price of sugar to rise !d per lb. 

Discount cutting or other concessions given 
on sugar by certain. wholesalers who refuse to 
take their fair share, and frequently take no 
.share of the credit trade, is no great achieve
ment, for they are virtually acting as brokers 
and not wholesalers. Such practices merely 
deprive legitimate wholesalers of the only 
sound· part of their sugar business, reduce their 
total turn-over and weaken their abiLity to 
Continue their essential credit facilities to re
tailers at the current charge: of 2 per cent. on 
the list wholesale price. The credit charge of 
2 per cent. is not all profit. It covers not 
only selling costs and administration, but also 
bad debts ·which average about 1 f per ce·nt. at 
present. The cash discount and the credit 
charge. cannot be dissociated, for they are 
interdependent and are based on metropolitan 
and country trade as a whole. If the cash dis
count were .more than 2 per . cent., the credit 
charge would probably be less than 2 per cenr. 
Conversely, if discount-cutting becarri.e general 
so that only .1 per c'ent. or ·less could be re
tained by legitimate wholesalers, the added 
charge _-against retailers_ :for credit facilities 
would doubtless need ·to be inci-eased,- unless 
wholesalers traded in sugar :.i.t a lOss. , 

Mr. Nairn: IS the. new:_.arrangeinent likely 
to meet the _competi:tiori.. -~f;t~~:_-chaiil· storeS __ ? 

Wr, White: Yes; l shall deal with that 
,'p~?i~_t ,J'r~se.t;ltly. 

The normal circumstances of the agricultural 
community ate such that most primary pro
ducers require to obtain their supplies on credit 
for part of the year_ The need for this has 
been accentuated by the low prices of primary 
products in recent yens. The credit require
ments of primary producers in turn compel 
country storekeepers to purchase a consider
able portion of their goods on credit terms, 
and this credit is often not available from banks 
or other financial institutions. It has to be 
obtained from whole-sale traders. 

Wholesale merchants are thus an important 
faeroe in the credit structure of the grocery 
trade of Australia. At present, their out
:"itanding :lC"Counts for all groceries are re·ported 
ro be about £9,000,000, of which £1,500,000 
is for sug<lr. lvfost of the money is owed by 
storekeepers in country disuicts. About 40 
per cent. of the business throughout Austra
lia is done on credit te-rms. Any plan, there
fore, to maintain the cash discount intact is a 
reasonable protection for legitimate wholesalers 
and in the interests of sound trade. It is also 
beneficial tO the people in country districts, 
who might be expected to bear higher credit 
charges if the v..)"hole burden of bad debts were 
carried by the credit trade only, as it would 
be if wholesale merchants were deprived of 
their cash trade in sugar. 

For these reasons, and also because the cash 
discount of 2 pe·r cent., than is, 1313 per ton 
or one-fourteenth of a penny per lb., can never 
benefit consumers, the Government decided 
thn;e years ago to give the· Queensland Sugar 
Board authority to impose conditions that 
would safeguard the discount for legitimate 
wholesalers. The same reasons apply with 
equ:1l force at present. The relevant clause of 
the present sugar agreement has been found 
by experience to require strengthening, but it is 
believed that the clause in the new agreement 
will meet the position satisfactorily. In future, 
therefore, the cash discount on sugar will only 
be available ro -wholesale merchants who, in 
the opinion of the Queensland Sugar Board, en
gage to a reasonable extent in the credit trade, 
and who comply with the prescribed conditions 
forbidding the sharing of the discount with, 
or the giving of cart"age or other concessions to 
their customers. The wholesale discount has 
not been, and is not intended to be, reserved 
to a limited number of merchants. 

Mr. Lane: It has been so. 
Mr. White: I do .not think so. Any mer

chant who complies with the prescribed terms 
and conditions is entitled to have his name 
added to the approved list. An addition was 
made recently. 

I come now to the retail ·grocers• position. 
The other purpose of the· new wholesale dis
count' clause is to promote fair competition 
amongst all classes of retail grocers. At pre
sent several chain organisations of retail stores 
are virtually receiving the discount through the 
agency of wholesale companies operating under 
a different name. This means, in effect, that 
thehowners of certain chain stores receive 13 I 3 
per ton more profit for retailing sugar than 

CONSUMPTION OF SULTANAS IN 
GRADES IN THE. COMMONWEALTH 

DELIVERIES IN GRADES IN STATES· 
S.A, Vic. Trus; N:S:W, Qld. Total 

Tons. Tons. T"ons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
5~crown - 6 - 3 - 9 
4~crown 5 139 - 59 5 208 
3-crown 124 511 13 444 157 1249 
2~crown. 205 845 105 1550 450 3155 
1-crriwD. 46 489 27 M9 182 1383 
''Plain" 8 303 17 268 •171 767 

~ -- -- --·- ----
Totals 388 2293 162 2963 965 6771 

thousands of individual grocers, which obvious
ly causes unfair competition. The chain store 
movement, which is of comparatively recent 
origin, is creating new problems. Two meth
ods may be adopted to restore fair· competition 
in the retailing of sugar. One method is to 
make the sugar discount available to syndi
cates of retailers. This has been formally re
quested by the Retailers' Federation. Seeing 
that the discount is equivalent to only one
fourteenth of a penny per lb., and therefore 
cannot be passed on to domestic consumers, 
a11d that the consequent loss of most of the 
cash trade to wholesalers, if retail syndicates 
were allowed to have the discount, would in
evitably react unfavorably on many country 

. storekeepers and so on the farming community, 
the Government considers that it is not advis
able that retail syndicates should be permitted 
to obtain the discount. The only other way 
to 1·estore fair competition amongst retailers is 
to remove from the wholesale discount list 
those concerns that are directly or indirectly 
associated with retail stores, and, in future, to 
prevent any chain store or other retailers re
ceiving or sharing in the discount either dire·ct
ly or indirectly. 

The Government has accordingly decided to 
adopt this method, and the new clause relating 
to wholesale me·rchants means that the sugar 
discount will not be available to wholesale 
merchants in respect of any sugar or sugar 
products which they directly, or indirectly 
through any associated person, firm or corpora
tion, retail to the public. This clause will be 
interpreted by the Queensland Sugar Board in 
its widest sense, to promote fair and equal 
competition amongst all classes ol retail gn)cer". 

Further, as chain store competition in the 
1·etail trade is becoming increasingly acute, the 
following arrangement has been made by the 
Queensland Sugar Board:-

That the approval by Parliament of the 
rec-ently·signed new sugar agr-e.e"ment will be 
regarded by the Sugar Board as indicating 
the present will of Parliament in respect to 
tb!€1 whol-esale sugar discount and fair com· 
petition for retail grocers. Consequently? 
although the new sugar agreement will not 
commence to ope,rate until the' 1st Septem
ber, 1936, the Sugar Board, at the earliest 
convenient opportunity, after it becomes law, 
will giv,e effect to Parliament'·s deci-sion by 
suitably revising th·e prescribed condititiris 
for the whol•e'sale sugar- discount so that no 
retailer, or group of retailers (chain stores}, 
shall directly or · indire·ctly receive the dis~ 
count. 

In other words, the Sugar Board will take 
steps to apply this provision as soon as this 
Bill is paSsed. 

The Retail Grocers' Federation has requested 
that the free delive·ry areas in the various 
capital cities be extended to the outermost 
suburbs. Such a provision could not benefit 
retail consumers, as even the maximum cartage 
dlarges involved are only 10 I a ton. More
over, free delivery would involve the sugar 
producers in a very large expenditure, which 
they should not'' at present" be called upon to 
bear. Further, whilst grocers in the outer sub
urbs have to pay cartage on their sugar de
liveries, they, in nearly all cases, pay lower 
rents than city grocers and employ less oUt
side labor. In many inst'ances, no labor iS ·em-:
ployed. In these circumstances the request for 
free delivery could not be granted. However, 
the Government's investigation of the positiOri. 
disclosed that a somewhat anomalous position 
existed- in Met bourne cOmpared _ 'With other 
capital cities,· for the .. Ya'rraville Refinery was 
regarded as the centre of the free delivery zone. 
This will be rectified shortly after the new 
sugar agreement is approved by Parliament, by 
the adoption:' of :the city is the approximate 
centre of the free delivery area, and the ex
te:O.sion o£ that area to a number of thickly 
popula-t_e:d sub~bs·.~_ At ·the_ same time, ~he 
cartagej _r_ates ·.:to_ -~ocers _-._in- all . suburbs ._outs1de 
the extended free delivery area will be slightly 
reduced. 

iii., 
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FLUCTUATING CROPS 
Their Effect On The Market And Some 

Suggestions As To Solution 
(By R. M. VOULLAIRE, Jun.) 

At a recent conference, Mr. J. J. Scouler, 
of the London Agency of the Export Control 
Board, stated that the fluctuating crops in 
Australia had caused difficulties in the market
ing of our fruit overseas. 

'fhis remark raised the point that this sea
sonal yield fluctuation was not so much due 
-to uncontrollable factors such as the incidence 
of frosts, which damage was usually of a local 
nature; but· was evidently caused by the rea-. 
son of the general periodical low yields which 
occur in the Murray Valley settlements-and 
are popularly put down to climatic causes. 

Mr. R. M. Voullaire, a membex of the Mer
bein, branch of the A.D.F.A., and a man who 
has made a keen stu~y of matters of this 
nature, has, on request, supplied the fo1lowing 
article, dealing with the problem and some in~ 
dication of the possibilities of overcoming some 
of these factors. It might be stated that the 
C.S.I.R. is the established authority in the in
dustry but that there· are men who also make 
a keen study of the production problems, and 
Mr. Voullaire is one of such whose opinions 
are appreciated by many growers. The mat
ter of fluctuating supplies, both in grades and 
quantity in the e·stablished and developmental 
markets is of moment and it has to be faced. 
The opinions of men like Mr. V oullaire must 
be of value to all concerned and it is in this 
light that the article is published. 

Mr. Voullaire states that this effect of flucttl
ating seasonal yields could be straightened out 
by cultural means and cites the fact that there 
Were growers-not affected by the .x:eaction 
of previous losses by frost-who had for at 
least several seasons gathered high yields and 
were again gathering another big crop this 
season~ in spite of a general low yield over those 
areas not frost affected previously-and that 
those growers were getting their results by 
following out a well defined seasonal cultural 
practice of more recent evolution. 

Consequently it would be possible to elimi
nate this fault of fluctuating seasonal produc
tion and thus give . the men who control the 
export end of the pack a fighting chance to 
expand the goodwill on these markets. 

Logically, to build up a sales outlet ·for a 
certain tonnage and to find the following year 
that the produced tonnage is not equal to the 
demand built up, is the surest way to kill trade. 
It is an unhealthy state of affairs and further 
plaritings would only aggravate the position. 

It is known by many how a comparatively 
even seasonal yield can be got and how climate 
reactionS can be largely countered, but the 
weak_. link in the chain of practical possibilities 
is, unfortunately, the human element. 

In every agricultural community there is 
found at le~st two distinct types-those· grow
ers who look on the industry from the unin
teresting viewp(_)int of an existence with as 
little effort as possible, and those of sufficient 
ambition to niake ail interesting work of their 
calling. The fact stands out that every grower 
in th.is industry-protected as he is against 

the incidence of further plantings of new areas, 
and the factors of controlled markets must 
seriously re·alise that if he is- to retain this 
sheltered condition he has in return a distinct 
duty as a unit, to the industry itself and the 
industry in tUrn to its markets. Unless each 
grower as a unit, and thus all as a ;community, 
are prepared to make a garden of their pro
perties to ensure to themselves and consequent
ly to the industry, a steady annual output it 
cannot be hoped to build up any practical de·
gree of overseas expansipn of the markets. 
That such an extension of markets will be 
needed without any further plantings of new 
areas can be foreseen within the coming decade, 
owing to the incidence of subsequent repro
ductivitv of much of the older lands, which 
effect is- now being made possible by re·ason of 
the community drainage schemes. 

He had written two publications of recent 
years dealing with modern field practices, de
signed to create certain reactions and to control 
and ensure good yields annually. 

The reason why certain growers have be·en 
able to gather a sequence of good yields with 
little seasional fluctuations due to climatic 
conditions, and also why the greater majority, 
as yet, fail to do so, can be thus summarised. 

There appeared to be two distinct opinions. 
On the one hand there were growers who had 
le·arned to synchronise their field work to best 
practical reaction and advantage, and thus to 
ensure that at all times during the growth 
cycle of the vine there was plenty of natural 
vigor and kick and also to control any "excess 
reaction by means of the tipping knife. By 
this policy they effectively counter any lag 
that might occur in the vine system due to 
severe climatic conditions reacting during the 
pull of the fruit. The Other opinion seems 
to favor the policy of just drifting along and 
mainly by the failure to synchronise the ferti
liser dressings to the actual needs of the growth 
cycle, there is failure to ensure: efficient boost
ing effect'. The consequent lagging vigor of 
the seasonal growth certainly saves any need 
for the use of the tipping knife, but the vines 
do react in some seasons, very severely, towards 
a general weakening tendency when severe 
climatic effects, plus a good crop; stagger- the 
growth conditions; thus reacting to periodical 
light yields. tr·'his, briefly, summarises the 
cause and the effect of fluctuating seasonal 
yields and, incidentally, discloses the remedy. 

It can be said -definitely that the problem 
of fluctuating yield is a serious one, and that 
the solution lies in the hands of the grower 
himself. It is known full well by many how 
it can be· oyercome but, unfortUnately, the 
weak link in ·the chain of the objective is the 
grower himself. 

If this fluctuation of the export tonnage 
is to be levelled out, and this is essential if 
this industry is to gain the maximum of effici
ency from its marketing policy, growers as a 
whole must realise that lackadaisical unscien
tific :field methods must be. scrapped-that in 

FINAL ACCOUNT SALE DIFFERENTIAlS 

Currants, Sultanas And Lexias 
Season 1936 

The Board of Management has decided to. 
fix the following final account sale differentials 
for season 1936~-

CUR.RANTS 
4-crown ove1· 2-crown . £6 0 0 per ton. 
3-crown over 2-crown . £2 10 0 pe'r ton. 
2·Cl'OWn .. .. .. .. .. Basis 
1-crown und•e'r 2-crown £2 10 0 P8r t ... n. 
M.F. under-2-crown . £5 0 0 per ton. 

SULTANAS 
6-crown over 2-crown £14 0 0 per ton~ 
5-crown over 2-crown £9 0 0 per ton. 
4-crown over 2-crown £4 0 0 per ton. 
3-crown over 2-crown £2 0 0 pe'r ton~ 
2-crown .. .. .. . . Basis 
1-crown under 2-crown . £2 0 0 per ton. 
"Plain" under 2-Cl'OWn . £4 0 0 per ton. 

LEX1AS 
6-crm ... -n over 3-crown £7 0 0 per ton. 
Seedle·ss -ove-r 3-crown £4 10 0 per ton. 
5-crown ov.e'r 3-crown £2 0 0 per ton. 
4-crown over 3-crown £1 0 0 per ton. 
3-crown . . . . . . . . . . Basis 
2-crown under 3-crown . 5 0 per ton. 

For Victorian packing houses and other dis-
tricts which work on the 3-crown, 5-crown 
and 6-crown sweat box delivery basis, the 
variations shall be:-

6-crown 
5-cr.own 
3-crown 

over 3-crown 
over 3-crown 

£4 0 
£1 10 
Ba-sis 

0 per ton. 
0 per ton. 

Provided, however, that those districts in 
South Australia in which the fruit showed a 
low percentage of "smalls" shall be entitled to 
vary the sweat box differentials, having due 
regard to the proportion of "smalls" actually 
packed. 

In acc-01·dance with the regulations, the dif
ferentials declared in respect to currants above 
3 -crown and sultanas above 2-crown and. 
lexias above 5-crown are minimum differen
tials, the Board of Management having· the 
·right to subsequently increase such differentials. 
if the prevailing marketing conditions warrant 
an increase. 

practice and effe·ct every grower should au~ 
to make a garden of his prope:rty. 

Growers have at their service the water 
needed to substantiate plant life and that point 
alone should account for 9 5 per cent. of effici
ent results. An efficient water service is vitaL 
Without it, as dry area farmers know to their 
cost, ot~er factors cannot be controlled, such 
as effects from fertilisers, etc. 

The industry has a climate that is practically 
ideal for its purpose; also it has to a great ex
tent, ·solved such points as the timing of the 
application of fertilisers and the evolution of 
cultural methods that are most eConomic and! 
do ensure the holdings against the deterioration 
of soil life. 

There are many examples this year where
men who h~ve consistently grown good crops 
are again harvesting a good one. These growers. 
are casually referred to as being lucky, but on 
closer investigation it will be found that' in'· 
nearly every case they are the men .who make 
a study of their work and put into it the
maximum of considered effort. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 
DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
At the anmtal meeting of the New South 

Wales Dried Fruits Board, held in Sydney on 
the 8th and 9th January, 1936, there was a 
full attendance of members, namely:-Messrs. 
G. J. Evatt, Chairman and Government nomi
nee; Mr. E. J. Hudson, of Yenda, representing 
dried vine fruit growers on the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Areas; Mr. L. B. O'Donnell, of 
Curlwaa, representing dried vine fruit growers 
in the State of New South Wales, other than 
those resident on the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Areas; Mr. Thomas Steel, M.L.C., of Young 
:and Sydney, representing dried tree fruit grow
ers in the Young and Koorawatha districts; 
.and Mr. P. Cox, representing dried tree fruit 
growers, other than those resident in the Young 
.and Koorawatha districts. 

A very lengthy agenda was considered, 
which included for the most part, as is usual 
in the case of the annual meeting, matters of 
a domestic nature to the Board or of a personal 
nature to individuals. 

With regard to the contribution by growers 
towards the cost of defraying the expenditure 
involved in the administration of the Act, and 
of carrying out the duties and functions of 
the Board thereunder, it was decided that the 
present rate of one thirty-second penny per 
lb. should stand for the year 1936. It was 
also decided to collect this contribution on 
behalf of the growers from the person who is 
the owner of the· packing house to which the 
dried fruits are delivered. The Board was of 
opinion that the rate of contribution by grow
ers should be uniform in all States. 

It was decided that dried fruits diven:ed 
from the ordinary channels of disposal to manu
facturing purposes in Australia, such as that 
used for the manufacture of confectionery, 
should be purchased from "home· consumption" 
fruit. 

The Chairman was asked to suggest, at the 
Interstate Conference of Dried Fruits Boards, 
that' the accepted annual Commonwealth con
sumption of the various varieties of dried 
fruits be revised on the basis of Commom\'ealth 
sales made during the year 1935. 

~t was resolved to also recommend at this 
conference that the various State Governments 
and the Commonwealth Government be ap
proach~d to pass legislation to provide that 
dried prunes canned in syrup be regarded as 
dried p1~unes for the purposes of the State and 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Act. 

IDENTITY OF PRUNES 
In connection with prunes in syrup, it was 

agreed that the dried prunes do not lose their 
identity until they are actually canned in 
.syrup. That is, they are dried prunes within 
the meaning of the Act until the process of 
-canning them in syrup actually takes place. 
The producers there·of have a right to vote at 
.an election of members of the Board, and have 
to pay to the Board the contribution imposed 
on growers of dried fruits. As dried prunes 
it is necessary for them to be passed through a 
registered packing house, and if they are not 
canned in syrup at such registered packing 
house, it is necessary for them to be properly 
released by an inspector from the packing house 
to the manufactl.lrer, i.e., the person who cans 
t'hem in syrup. 

A further matter to be placed before the 
Interstate Conference of Dried Fruits Boards is 
the question of elimination from the Regula
tions of the grade of prunes known as "small.,,. 
This, if adopted, will have the effect of counts 
of prunes over 120 being eliminated from the 
pack. The Regulations at present allow any 
prunes, no matter how small, to be packed and 
disposed of on the market, provided they are 
thoroughly cured and free from disease, dam
age, fermentation, mould and decay. It will be 
for the Interstate Conference to decide if this 
is detrimental to the trade. 

The pending Privy Council Case, James v. 
the Commonwealth, was referred to and dis
cussed. 

South Australian Dried Fruits Board 
An unusually heavy agenda was discussed 

at the last meeting. All members were pre
sent. A large amount of the agenda covered 
routine matters concerning dealers' licences, 
registrations, etc. 

Items of interest to growers are given be
low:-

The matter of imposing the levy for the year 
1936 was considered in connection with bud
getary statement for the year 19_36-37, setting 
out all items of estimated expenditure. This 
was considered at length and it was resolved 
to .fix the rate of the levy for 1936 on the 
basis of .five shiillings ( 5 /) per ton on the 
packed weight of all dried fruits. 

Further consideration was given to applica
tions for export credit on low grade prunes 
which were stated to be unfit for marketing 
and, in certain instances, the applications were 
granted. 

Minutes of the proceedings of the sixth 
General Co.nference held in Melbourne on 
29-th January, 1936, were laid on the table 
and the recommendations of conference were 
considered "ad seriatim." These included:-

( a) Steps to be .taken in regard to restric
tion of further plantings. 

(b) Amen<lme'nt to legislation to bring 
prunes in syrup within the definition of dried 
fruit. 

(c) Elimination of low grade prunes from 
the pack. 

(d) Revision of figures of accepted Com
monwealth consumption. 
It was resolved to accept the recommenda

tion in regard to further plantings and con
sideration of the remainder was deferred, pend
ing further enquiries, which the secretary was 
directed to make. 

Considerable attention was given to the re
plies submitted by prune interests to the Board's 
letter in regard to the resolution of the recent 
inter-State Conference for the elimination of 
small prunes from the pack a.Ud the general 
view expre·ssed was that the remedy for the 
small prune was to be found in closer atten
tion to cultural practices. The question of 

initiating a programme for improved cultur~l 
methods was held over, pending decision by the 
Government to the Board's request to appoint 
a research officer to assist Mr. Strickland (Chief 
Horticultural Instructor) in co .. operating with 
growers. It was noud that a conference of 
agricultural experts was being held in Mel
bourne at an early date, which should clarify 
the position. 

The question of prunes in syrup and export 
quota thereon was the subject of correspondence 
between the Board and the New South Wales 
Board and it was noted that the matter of se
curing an amendment· to the legislation, as 
recommended by the recent inter-State Con
ferenc·e, was now under consideration by the 
Consultative Committee. 

The opening quotas for the year 1936, as 
recommended by Conference and previously 
accepted by the State Boards, were formally 
approved. Press announcements have previous
ly bee'll made of these. 

In the matter of local publicity it was agreed 
to comply with the request of the Royal Agri
cultural and Horticultural Society for the 
Board to donate a sum of £10 for awards in 
the Cookery Section in connection with the 
Society's Annual Show in 1936. 

New regulation made in Executive Council 
on 30/1/36 prohibiting the use of second-hand 
cases for dried fruit and the admixture of dried 
fruit was noted. 

The annual report of the Investigation Offi
cer (Mr. R. G. Birt) for the year ended 31st 
December, 1935, was submitted and received. 
This disclosed a number of offences against the 
Dried Fruits Act, with convictions secured 
and penalties imposed in all instances Where 
proceedings were laid. 

Attention was drawn to an article in the 
"Dried Fruits News" of 22/1/36 commenting 
on the Board election in December, 1935, and 
secretary was directed to reply, stating, inter 
alia, that the Board was taking steps to revise 
the Roll in time for the next election. 

* THE Vine at Budburst makes 
its strongest demand of the 

year on the available plant food 
supply in the soil. Just iri accord 
with what it is able to get at this 
stage, so in proportion will it set 
its crop. The plant food most likely 
to be deficient then will be Nitro
gen, because no matter how much 
organic matter may have been in
corporated, this will not yet be 
fully available due to the still low 
temperature of the soil. Sulphate 
of Ammonia in mixtures like 3. to 
1 and the 5:2:1 supplies this need 
m an ideal manner, or if sufficient 
phosphate and potash has already 
been supplied, a little straight 
Sulphate of Ammonia will ensure 
against a dangerous shortage. 

Hl3/36 
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THE DAMAGED 
CURRANTS 

By A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc. 

The damage to currants proved to be vari
able throughout the districts that suffered. We 
have been asked to discuss the· matter from 
the point of view of apparent a'nomalies; and 
in- particular to discuss the chances of avoid
ing, or partly avoiding, excessive rain damage. 

This year, the best of the bunches were 
s-4fficiently forward in the first week in Janu
ary to develop mould. Low sugared bunches 
and late developing bunches escaped, not hav
ing sufficient sugar for the osmotic intake of 
rain water which causes splitting; and also 
having less sugar on which the moulds can 
grow. 

On disbudded vines, where the treatment of 
certain plots was designed to carry big forward 
bunches, the loss was 100 per cent. On ad
joining vines, not disbudded, many of the 
bunches were growing on adventitious shoots, 
and the majority of these escaped damage. 

Anything, in fact, that tended to retard 
development proved an advantage this ye·ar. 
Very late pruning, careless pruning, and over
irrigation, us1,1ally asssociated with the~ low 
sugared bunches that it pays us to avoid in most 
years, have this year bee·n responsible for some 
of the highest yields. 

The danger period for currants lasts six or 
seven weeks, and this year currants with a 
forward maturation period were the only ones 
sufficiently ripe to suffer. We· have had other 
years in which the forward fruit was harvested 
and the late fruit suffered. We have to go back 
over twenty years for a similar record of heavy 

·falls in early January. There is so much chance 
associated with the incidence of rain that it 
appears unwise to alter our methods for a 
problematic and unforeseen seasonal happening. 

Other factors, such as the method of trellis
ing and training of the vines, may reduce lo$S 
slightly by having bunches which hang more 
or less clear of foliage. But on the whole, the 
bulk of this year's evidence is that the sugar 
content at the· time of the rain was the· domi
nating factor in the extent of damage. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

At the last meeting of the Board of Man

agement Mr. E. J. Roberts, who was present 
as a member of the Federal Council, was wel

comed by ·the chairman, who conveyed the 
congratulations of the Board upon his reaching 

his 79th birthday. Mr. Howie said the Board 
appreciated very highly the many years of 

service that Mr. Roberts had given to the 
industry. 

AGRICULTURAL 
CONVENTION 

The Victorian Chamber of Agriculture held 

its annual convention at Mildura on 23d to 
27th March. 

Over 300 delegates from the Agricultural 

Societies from all parts of ,the State attended, 
and were much impressed with the dried fruits 

industry and the district. 

A committee On which the Mildura branches 

of the A.D.F.A. were represented arranged that 

the visitors were afforded every opportunity to 
see the district and the industry. 

Mr. Peter Malloch, on the opening day of 

the Convention, gave· an address on the dried 

fruits industry, which was described· by Sir 

Charies Merritt as one of the most informative 

addresses ever given at these conferences. 

Mr. Jim Stewart, the A.D.F.A. organiser, was 

detailed off during the week 'to assist the ..,.:isit

ing delegates to view the industry, and his ef

forts were very highly commended by all with 

whom he contacted. 
The agenda paper was a very heavy one, but 

under the chairmanship of lvir. A. Bowman, the 

President of the Council, it was dealt with in 
a business-like manner and the Convention 

proved an entirely successful and happy one 

and the delegates and their ladies returned to 

their respective districts carrying with them 

happy thoughts of the dried fruits industry 

on the River Murray. 

COMMONWEALTH 
QUOTAS 

Season 1936 
The Minister for Customs has approved of 

the complementary quotas, namely:-

Currants 
Sultanas 

Per cent. 
so 
90 

Lexias ._. . . . . . . -. . . . . . " ·iO 
Prunes-.. .. .. . . .. .. 60 
Peaches. . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Apric-ots . . . . . . . . 60 
Nectarines . . . . . . . . 60 
Pears . . 70 

Being determined as export quotas under the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Act 'for purpose 
of inter-State trade. 

The quotas determined are tentative opening 
quotas for the 1936 season, and ar'e subject to 
subsequent alteration as the season advances and 
more reliable estimates of production are pro
curable. The difficulty which always exist's in· 
making early e·stimates of production are ac
centuated this season in view of the· recent rain 
damage, especially to currants. 

Irymple Packing Pty. Limited 
OPERATING AT 

MILDURA .MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST. 

LAND AND INSURANCE AGENTS 

SUPPLIERS OF VINEYARD REQUIREMENTS 

E. J .. ROBERTS P. MALLOCH 
Governing Director i\Lmager 

Overseas Sales 
--

SEASON 1935 

The overseas sales to 4/4/36 -were·:-

CURRANTS Tons 
13,287 
12,771 

Shipped 
Sold 
Unsold 516 

Average price, £30/5/1 

SULTANAS 
Shipped 
Sold 
Unsold 

16,810 
16,75 5 

55 

Average price, £39/9/10/-

LEXIAS 
Shipped 
Sold 
Unsold 

346 
331 

15 

Average price, £38/18/6 

""'"""'""""'""'"""'"""'""""'"""'""""""'"'"'"""'"'""'"''-

ALTERATION IN MONTH OF !~SUE 
DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

The Board of Management has given 
con~·ideration to the months of issu·e of 
the 'jNews'1 and as ·a r.esult it has been· 
decided to publish in the months of 
February, Ap.ril, June, August, October, 
and Decemb<er in futur'e. It is ·felt that 
publication ·during those months will be 
mor·e co·nvenient to growers. 

To enable the paper to alter the dates 
the March issue has be·en deJ.ayed to 
appear in April, and the next ·iss.ue will 
~ppear in June, and then·ceforth as set 
out above. 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,·,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,..,,,,,,.,=. 

PRICE-CUTTING PROVED 
One of the many trade cir:culars in circula

tion is printed below. This is typical of them, 
and bears out recent statements that the out
side operators have a policy of undercutting 
prices fixed by the A.D.F.A. It is known from 
the trade that the Association price is a reason
able one to the Consumer. It is also one that 
gives the grower :1. margin compatible with his 
Australian costs of production. The prices 
quoted, it will be ·noted, are .. !d pe·r lb. 
nuder- A.D.F.A. prices," and, from past exJ?eri
e·nces, no matter what prices the Association 
fixed, the cutting would still be done. If the 
A.D.F.A. were not strong enoUgh to hold the 
position the extreme could soon be reached and 
serious losses result to aiL Growers who sell 
to people who make it possible for cutters to 
do this should bear this in mind. A farthing 
per lb. represents· £2/13/2 per ton on COm
monwealth sales of over 13,00() tons of vine 
fruits-approximately £3 5,000 that would be 
lost to growers. if the Association· had to come 
down and compete with the prices quoted 
below:-

CIRCULAR No. 3. lOth March, 1936. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRI01TS 

A.D.F.A. Single B'ox Prices in Column No. 1. 
Our Prices in Column No. 2. 

Column No. 1. Column 1\o. 2. 
CUR.RANTS- per lb. per- lb. 

M.F. 
1-crown. 
2-crown 
3-Cl'O"\VU 

4-crown 
SULTANAS-

LEX1AS-

Plain .. 
1-crown 
2-crown 
3-crown 
4-crown 
5-crown 

Seedless 
2 -& 3-crown 
4-cro"\.yn 
5-crown. 
6-cro-wn 

6d. 5~d. 
6Qcl. 6~d. 
7d. 6~d .. 
7f:d. 7~-d. 
8cl. n,d. 

7~d. 
nc1. 
7~d. 
nc1. 
7~d 
S~d. 

6?fd. 
5:\Id. 
5iid. 
6d. 
6~d. 

6~cl. 
7d. 
no. 
nc1. 
7§d. 
S~d. 

6 d. 
5 d. 
5 d. 
5 d.' 
6 d. 

Our prices are- ld ver lb. nett under tlF' 
A.D.F.A. prices; and are sub}ect to the special 
quantity discount stated bel6w:-

QUANT1TY DISCOUNTS 
UD to 100 boxes . . Less ·3§ per cent. 
100 boxes and oYer Less 5 }_)er cent. 
200 boxes mid OYer Less 6§ per cent. 
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THE VALUE OF CONTROL A Disadvantage To Marketing 
Its Effect In the U.K. 

Regarding control-on sever~d occasions 
during his addre·sses to grower clients-Mr: 
Cleary referred to the policy of control which 
today governs the marketing of our United 
Kingdom export. Without it, he stared, we 
would soon find ourselves on an unpayable 
basis for our product. There were, in his 
opinion, altogether to many merch..tnts inter
ested in the sale of dried fruit shipments in 
England. Several of the twenty-one merchants 
in London handled so little in tonnage that they 
.:auld not be expected to apply even ordinary 
interest in the sale of such. 

Something approaching 8 5 per cent. of the 
total export tonnage of dried truit ro the 
United Kingdom was handled for sale by 
four companies, namely, Overseas Farmers, 
Gollin and Co., Henry _Berry and Co., and 
Carlings. It will be seen, therefore, that the 
balance, namely, approximately 20 per ce·nt., 
is split up between the remaining eighteen mer
chants and consequently, apart from three or 
four of the 18 referred to, the tonnage hand
ling of the remaining numb::r is infinitesmal. 

The position must tend to breed indifference 
and one finds a number of young fellows on 
the market whose knowledge of fruit and of 
values is sufficient only to upset the trade, and 
make the appraiser's task of maintai_ning a satis
factory price market more difficult than it 
really should be. Control here plays its full 
and important part. Without control com
petition amongst merchants in selling their 
handling would surely result in the dried 
fruits growers of Auslrali;l providing the buy
ers' section of the trade in the United King
dom with unwarranted concessions. In other 
words, without a strong hand at the helm, 
the industry's ship would soon founder, as 
~:here aJ·e too many connected with the sale 
of dried fruits in London who think, firstly, 
of getting their money back for fruit against 
which advances have been made, without due 
respect' to growers' interests in the partner
ship. 

Mr. J. J- Scouler, member and secretary of 
the London Agency of the Export Control 
Board, stated, during a recent address, that 
the fluctuating yields of our Australian vine
yards caused certain difficulties at the market
ing end. He instanced the efforts that were 
made to turn the "trade" on to Australian fruit 
and large tonnages were placed in the year of 
big crops. The following year a low crop fol
lowed and we could not supply the markets 
that had been built up. Remarks by Mr. 
Cleary, a director of the Aurora Packing Coy., 
"rho has spent a good deal of his time amongst 
the "trade" in London in the last two years, 
give a clear insight into the position on cur
rants and sultanas. He states:-

It is unfortunate that the Australian indus
try will, of necessity, short ship to London in 
1936. That section of the trade which, in 

AN APPRECIATION 
Recent issues of the "Dried Fruits 

News" have contained matter of intense 
intErest to those who are interested in the 
legislative- side of the industry. 

Discussions in the parliaments of the 
various States and the Commomvealth 
have shown that polit1cal thought. is to
wards the present stabilising effect of tbe 
existing legislation. The following letter 
from Mr. T. C. Stott is good reading in 
these times when certain interested par
ties are endeavoring to break down the 
safeguards of the industl"y. 

The letter is as ±ollows:
Parliamcnt House, 

Adelaide, 6/J/36. 
The Editor, 

"Tbe Dried Fruits News .. " 
Dear Sir,-I am in receipt of yours and 

the papers. I hasten to tha,tk. you for 
your splendid effort. This u.:ill cedainly 
help us here to keejJ the legislative safe
guards intact for tbc industry. 

(Signed) T. C. STOTT. 

''WARATAH" Fencing Products 
100 Per Cent. Australian From The Ore To The Fence ! 

Rylands 

Stand Made at 

Behind Newcastle, 

the N.S.W., 

Quality From 

of all B.H,P. 

"Waratah" Steel 

Products 
,_ , IJli-"WTfJ!If5 ,._ :!t!f!J't!l!/iWiiliiii!Ji'JilX!:If:~:'!M:o'iifii~ ·- Sold by 

Specify g All 

"Waratah" --
Leading 

Brand and Store-

See that · keepers 

You get it 

"W ARATAH" 
"WARATAH" TYEASY F:ENCE WIRE 
"W ARATAH" HINGFJD JOINT FENCE;,. :·· 
"WARATAH" B.H.P. STAR STEEL FENCE 

POSTS 
"WARATAH" BARBEDWIRE 
"WARATAH" MOTOR PASSES, ETC. 

60% OF AUSTRALIA'S PRIMARY PRODUCTION IS CONSUMED IN AUSTRALIA 
A WEEK'S WORK FOR FOUR.. AUSTRALIANS IS. CREATED .EVERY TIME A MILE 

•• OF<NETTIN'G 'IS S0L.D . . . .. . . 

IMPORTED NETTING ROBS 'ri'fi:M AND THEIR FAMILIES oF A LivELIHOOD 

Made by Rylands Bros. (Aust .. ) Ltd .• New:Cdsti~; N.s.w. 
HEAD .. .QFFicE: .422 .. LITTLE COLLINS STREET, .. MELBOURN.E.··CPHONE C7870) 

• 

the past, has been favorably disposed to our 
Australian produce, will, in order to· keep its 
clientele supplied, be compelled to revert to 
the purchase of Greek currants this year. It 
is evident to any sane·-thinking person that it 
is an easier matter to retain a satisfied client 
than it is to win him back after he has, of 
necessity, transferred his "affections" else
where·; and if, in 19 3 7, we export our normal 
tonnage of currants to the United Kingdo~, 
whilst present competitive trading conditions 
betwee·n Greek and Australian interests remain 
unaltered, LOndon dealers will find it difficult 
to regain lost business, after we have left the 
field wide open to our Greek competitors for a 
full twelve months. 

Whilst Smyrna continues to operate as 
freely in the Continental markets as it has 
done during the last few ye-ars, Mr. Cleary 
expressed the opinion that Australia can rea
sonably anticipate payable returns for its pro
duct, consistent with the range in quality of 
fruit each year exported. 

The Smyrna production of !925 closely 
approximated 80,000 tons. Of this tonnage, 
sC<me 62,000 tons were disposed of prior to 
the end of the year, the Continent ope·rating 
to the extent of nearly 50,000 tons. From 
latest London reports, early January, it was 
anticipated that export of Smyrna fruit to 
the United Kingdom was almost comple·ted, 
and that there was very little prospect of fur
ther supplies of any weight arriving. This 
augurs well for 1936 sales of Austr;:Llian fruit, 
but here again, it is unfortunate that the ton
nage which, at this date, it appears we will 
have available for the United Kingdom mar
ket is likely to fall far short of the increasing 
demand which has been created during the 
last few years. 

The problem is certainly a difficult one that 
calls for investigation by our research people. 
The problem of frost is being handled seri
ously this year, when further experime.q_ts 
are to be carried out. Investigation is to be 
made into the matter of rain damage to cur
rants. The sultana crop fluctuation is one that' 
might be made less extreme. Mr. R. M. 
Voullaire, in an article in this issue, touches 
en features of a possible minimising effect. 
Tests are being carried out constantly by' the 
C.S.I.R.-pruning, manuring, topping, water
ing, bunch counts and weighing, etc., on plots 
in the various centres, and it is expected that 
useful data will be available· shortly. From 
the information so far to hand one point stands 
out-that the efficient farming of the indi
vidual grower is a very big factor and ·without 
this a great deal of the efforts of those who 
are carrying out the rese·arc-h is lost. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

. Fruits or the sale of solutions 
for destroying of insect life in Dried 
Fruits are advised that application No. 
18731/34 -dated 3rd-- -August, ---1934; -has· 
been made for letters patent which in-
cludes the use of Ethyl Formate and 
on· Jhe grant of letters patent the Pateu
te·es intend to assert their right to- re
cover damages and prevent unauthorised 
use of their invention. 

l ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended 

,- to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an efficient insecti-cide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable :from.....;:.;.-, 

Co-operit~d Dried Frults Sal£s 
Pty, Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 
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South Australian Pack 
Statistics 

The latest figUres of production in South 
Australia for the 193 5 season disclose that 
there has been a somewhat disconcerting varia
tion as compared with the September figures 
published by the A.D.F.A. in October. The 
whole basis of comparison has required to be 
recast, because the mid-season figures issued 
by the State Dried Fruit Board have been in
terpreted to refer to the "pack" whereas they 
refer to the quantity of fruit actually packed. 
That is to say, they ignore fruit still in the 
sheds tO be processed and also that awaiting 
sale to distillerie·s, whereas the A.D.F.A. re
turns show "receipts" into packing sheds. 

In making returns to statutory bodies, pack
ers have been careful to exclude fruit intended 
for distilleries, :on the ground that should 
a buyer fail to be found, it might have re
quired to be deducted from the pack at the 
end of the season. 

The 1935 season was unique in that for all 
preceding years it has been reasonably accurate 
to accept the Se·ptember figures as representing 
the season's "pack," whereas last season it was 
not so. 

Unfortunately, the Association organise'f for 
his report, presented to Federal Council, was 
supplied with :figui:-es based on the September 
figures of the State· Board "pack" and by de
ducting the Association pack, arrived at an 
erroneous conclusion. The contention con
tained in the organiser's report that the "out
side" pack of frui~s in S.A. had decreased and 
that the Association percentage was higher 
in 193 5 than in 1934 is incorrect, and in order, 
therefore, to put the position accurately, we 
now publish the year's total "pack" figures 
(which are still subject to minor adjustment 
and audit) as under:-

State Board A.D.F.A. Pel'cent-
Pack Pack ''Outside" age 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias .. 

Tons. 'rons. Tons. outside 
9,248 7,327 1921 20.8 

11.023 9,352 1671 15.1 
1,640 1.346 294 18 

21.911 18,025 3886 17.7 
Figures subject to audit. 

These figures, therefore show that the "out
side" pack percentage in S.A. was 17.7 per cent. 
instead of 12.2 per cent., as stated in the· sec
retary's report and compares with 17.9 per 
cent. the previous year. As this matter has been 
.a subject of controversy with the Independent 
Dried Fruit Producers' and Packers' Associa
tion, we regret that this error has occurred; 
at the· same time we must point out that' the 
noutside" percentage of 17.7 per cent. does 
not represent the pack of the Independent As
sociation, as there are several private packs of 
considerable tonnage included in this figure. 

For the information of readers we now pub
lish the end of the year figures of the pack in 
Australia as follows:-

The total tonnage in all States is 66,574 tons 
of currants, sultanas and lexias. As mentioned 
above the t'otal tonnage in South Australia 
~·outside' the A.D.F.A. equals 3886 tons, 

THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, APRIL 4, 1936. 

WEIGHT GRADING 
The follOwing letter, is of imerest. \-"fr. 

ChastOn has had considerable experience m 
dealing with fruit and his suggestions might 
well be considered. 

Kingston-on-Munay. 
March 12th, 1936. 

The Editor, 
"Dried Fruits News," 

Mildura. 
Dear Sir,-

Althcugh cur currants were badly damaged, 
we expected to produce a yery nice sample of 
sultanas, but as this fruit was drying it was 
noticed that dark brown berries developed, 
which were lacking in body. Hundreds of 
sweats are now coming into the sheds com
monly known as "spotted dog" (the bulk of 
the fruit a good five-crown sample), and these 
are classed as either three or four crown, ac
cording to the· percentage of "spots." Supposing 
a sample with 2 per cent. dark berries ymuld 
be classed 4 -crown and one· with 10 per cent. 
3-crown. Using the 1935 A.D.F.A. differen
tials as a guide, assuming that 2-:-crown are 
worth £34, 3-crown would be worth £36/10/, 
4-crown £40", and 5-cl"own £50. If we could 
rid our 4-crown sultanas of their 2 per cent. 
dark berries, then 98 per cent. of £50, i.e., £49, 
would be obtained for a ton of this fruit. In 
the case ·of the 3 -crown sample, 90 per cent. 
of £50, i.e., £45, would be obtained as against 
£36/10/ for untreated fruit. Even allowing 
for smaller differentials, it still looks a good 
proposition to remove this dark fruit. 

In weighing 200 berries each of dark and 
light colored fruit it was noticed that the good 
fruit weighed 2}-ozs. and the dark fruit only 
2-ozs. In the good sample the berries were 
both large and small, whilst the dark berries 
hapoened to be nearly all large fruit. In grad
ing 3 -crown fruit from the sweats, it often 
happens that the large size huit remains 
3-crown because of the propornon of dark 
berries whilst because of the small number of 
dark berries in the smaller size fruit it is classed 
4-crown. 

The idea has often suggested itself to me· 
that besides size grading our fruit, it should 
be weight graded. Not only sultanas, but 
currants and lexias would be definitely im
proved by being first sized and then weight 
graded. In the mining industry I feel ·sure 
the1·e are machines that could be adapted for 
this purpose. I would give much to see samples 
of our sized fruit run over a WHfley Vanner 
table. I wonder if it would be a hard matter 
to persuade the C.S.I.R. or any of our pack
ing associations or the A.D.F.A. to send a prac
tical man with a parcel of sized fiuit to 
Broken Hill and have one of these machine·s 
tested? 

(Signed) E. W. CHASTON. 

which is equal to 5.8 per cent. of the· total· Aus
tralian pack. 

The A.D.F.A. tonnage in all States was 
61,736 tons, equal to 92.7 per cent. of the 
total Australian· pack, against 90.7 per cent. 
in 1934 season. 

Prevention Of Loss By 
Frost Damage 

Action Being Taken In Each State 

At the last Federal Council meeting a dis
cussion took place on this subject :ind it was 
left to the State Executives to take appropri
ate action in their respective StateS. 

The South Australian River ·council has 
reponed that orchard heating is being used 
by many growers .bu:t f~rt~er. experiments are 
necessary to de~ermine. _the correct methods. 
Freight concessions had -bee·n o~tained on oil~ 
burners, etc., and sales tax exe_mptions had 
been· made by the Commonwealth. 'I'he Lands 
Department had been asked to re-value hold
ings subject to frost damage. It is under
stood that the R.S.S.I.L.A. has been assured 
that the Government is prepared to re-value 
definite areas on soldier settlers' blocks. 

In Victoria orchard heating is becoming 
more extensively used with the aid of briquette 
and. or oil burners. Experiments were· pre
pared last year but no frosts occurred in the 
period-thoe experiments will be carried out 
this year in the late winter. Various conces
sions have been obtained as outlined in the 
notes on the South Australian position. 

At a recent annual convention of the 
Chamber of Agriculture of Victoria, attended 
by over 400 delegates, a motion strongly urg
ing the Victorian Government to make funds 
available for further experiments was passed. 

The New South Wales growers are working 
on s:m:lar Enes and efforts are· to be made to 
obtain funds from the Government for ex
perim{.ntal purposes and also for the purchase 
of heaters by affec·ted growers. It is antici
pated that experiments will be carried out this 
year. 

The A.D.F.A. committee formed last year to 
discuss and investigate this problem has the 
assistance of State officers from the three 
States and C.S.I.R. and plans have been pre
pared to conduct uniform trials. 

An early meeting of this committee and 
the Departmental officers collaborating is to 
be called when detailed arrangements will be 
finalised and later it is anticipated that, as a 
result of the experiments, reliable information 
can be given to those whose properties are 
subject to frost damage. 

The A.D.F.A. has expended approximately 
-£100 on this work to date and the Board ot 
Management has arranged to again finance cer
tain features of this esse·ntial investigation. A 
good deal of expense and time is required to 
arrang-e -and carry out the experiments, much 
of which falls on growers who are already 
losers through frost and, consequently, are. 
not in a position to find the plant, etc., re
quired, out of their own pockets. 

It is to be hoped, therefore, that the repre
sentations to the Governments concerned wilE 
meet with success if full and proper experi
ments are to be carried out that will ultimate
ly be of benefit to the S~ate involved. 
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