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Markets In The United Kingdom 
Phenomenal· Sales Increase 

The following extract from "Rydge' s Editorial" is of interest and IS re· 
freshing reading after all the welter of opinions on the subject:-

Every Australian knows that we sell wool 
and wheat to Great Britain and that these two 
commodities provide the greatest portion of our 
national income. But how many realise that 
we have a national sales organisation located in 
England which handles the sales of many of our 
other products? 

Some comments have been made lately that 
the .efforts of this organisation are inadequate, 
but an examination of the results achieved 
shows that an .amazing increase in the volume 
of sales has occurred over a period of years. 
The following figures tell the story: 

Butter 
Cheese 
Eggs . 
Canned Fruit 
Sultanas, Cur
rants & Raisins 
Apples & Pears 

(fresh) . . . 

Average 
Annual Sales 

1923 to 1926 
89,552,000-lbs. 

6,775,000-lbs. 
952,000-doz. 

12, 797,000-lbs. 

52,309,000-lbs. 

Average 
Annual Sales 
1n3 to 1936 

224,769,000-1bs. 
12,412,000·lbs. 
19,489,000-doz. 
49,555,000-lbs. 

80,194,000-lbs. 

97,707,000-lbs. 180,986,000·lbs. 

,These figures show the effect of a national 
sales policy. The tremendous increase in sales 
of these items compares more than favorably 
with the general trend of business between the 
years 1923 and 1936, and so could only have 
been obtained as a direct result of a very vig
orous selling campaign. In particular, the in
crease in the sales of eggs from 952,000 dozen 
in 1926 to over 19,000,000 dozen in 1936 is 
a definite indication of this. Another item 
worthy of note is butter, the sales of which 
have increased from 89,000,000-lbs. to 224,-
000,000-lbs. in ten years. Canned fruits also 
call for special mention, our exports to Great 
Britain climbing from twelve to forty-nine 
million pounds (weight) . 

There is another fact of importance. The 
number of retailers in Great Britain stocking 
AuStralian products has increased from 6,000 
to 50,000 in the past ten years. This in itself 
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Discussion at S.A. State Conference 

Mr. C. W. l'ill asked the chairman, on 
a report, as to why the "'Dried Fruits 
News" was not published monthly in
stead of bi-monthly, as passed by the 
State and Federal Boards. 

Mr. H. D. Howie reported that owing 
to the heavy expenditure during the re
ferendum campaign, and the difficulty 
in obtaining substantial material from 
the local branches, the Board of Manage
ment had deemed it advisable to make it 
a bi-monthly publication and thus cut 
down considerable expense. 

Mr. McGillivray brought up the ques
tion as to whether the ••Dried Fruits 
News" could be used for growers' ideas 
and comments. 

Mr. Murdoch said that in his idea the 
paper was printed to disseminate news 
among the growers, and not to be used 
as a publication for growers' ••pet the
ories." He considered that the ordinary i 
daily press :vould suffice for that pur- ~ 
pose. ~ 

;;;,,,,,, ....................................................................................... :::. 
is excellent commendation and must be a 
source of great gratification to the Australian 
Trade Publicity Conunittee, which has adopt
ed the policy of maintaining teams of per-

sonal representatives who call upon British 
retailers. Last ye-ar they made 25,000 calls·, 
and gave store demonstrations of our products 
before half-a-million customers. 

The selling effort of the Australian Trade 
Publicity Committee is not limited to per
sonal canvassing. Over the last ten years the 
Commonwealth Government and the indus
tries concerned contributed £739,336 for ad
vertising. Last year advertisements appeared in 
319,000,000 copies of British newspapers and 
magazines. Other forms of publicity include 
posters on 'buses, trams, vans and hoardings, 
shop window displays, special exhibitions, movie 
shows, lectures, broadcasts, pamphlets, book
lets and brochures. 

So it- seems that the Australian Trade Pub
licity Committee has done and is still doing an 
excellent job of work. After all, we judge 
them by one standard only-results. The 
fact that they have secured such tremendous 
increases in sales and now have 5 0,000 retailers 
stocking om goods, as against 6000 ten years 
ago, quite definitely answers any criticism lev
elled against them. How many businesses can 
claim a similar improvement in their figures 
over the same period? 

==== 
Field Day at the Merbein Research Station 

A very successful day was held at the station 
when close upon 1,000 growers and other in
terested visitors from the three states attended. 
Mr. D. C. Winterbottom, Chairman of the Ad
visory Board of the station, in welcoming the 
visitors stated that the personnel of the Board 
has been enlarged to include several neW :rp.em
bers from South Australian areas. 

Mr. H. McClelland, M.H.R., representing 
the Commonwealth, also spoke in welcome to 
the visitors. 

The many phases of research into our pro
blems were eiplained by the officers of the 
station. These have, or will be, fully covered in 
articles in this paper. 
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The New Laboratory At 
Merbein Research Station 

OPENING BY SENATOR McLACHLAN 
Two hundred visitors attended the cere

Jt>Ony which was presided over by Dr. A. E. 
V. Richardson, Director of the Waite Institute 
of Agricultural Research. During his introduc
tory re:marks, Dr. Richardson said: 

«The growers in this district have reason to 
be proud of what they see today, for what
ever may be said about the interest and ac
tivity of governmental and other organisations 
it was the growers themselves who, 25 years 
ago, :first felt the need for scientific research 
in their industry, and took practical steps to 
obtain it.,, 

"At that time, Mr. Lyon, science master at 
the Mildura High School, made a list of the 
principal fungus dise·ases and pests that were 
causing trotlble to the industry, averred Dr. 
Richardson. A research committee was formed 
and funds were raised by means of a levy. In 
1930 affiliation was made with the Mildura 
Vineyards Protection Board. This board did 
ve·ry fine work, due to the enthusiasm of such 
men as Messrs. Paul, Lloyd, Roberts, Gordon, 
Casey, Lever, Bruce and the veteran James 
Lochhead." 

MR. A. V. LYON, B.Ag.Sc. 
Officer-in-Charge, Merbein Research Station 

Senator McLachlan, in a very comprehensive 
address previous to officially declaring the lab
oratory open, said that our ability to compete 
with the world in dried fruits depended so 
much on the quality of our product. "Future 
progress of the dried fruits industry, as well 
as of the other industries of Australia, includ
ing both pirmary and secondary industries, is 
inextricably bound up with scientific research,'' 
said Senator McLachlan. "Our future depends 
upon· the efficiency of our scientists and upon 
the ready translation of the results of science 
into practical use. There must, therefore, be 
the closest co-operation between the scientist 
and those engaged in the different industries; 
industry must become more and more scien
tifically minded and receptive to the fruits of 
sCience." 

He considered that what remained of the 
conservatism of the past must give place to 
modern and more progressive methods. The 
dried fruits industry was a model to other 
industries of what could 'be accomplished by 
the adoption of a progressive policy embracing 
all that science had to offer. 

There had been a phenomenal increase in 
· the sales of dried fruits in Britain. The average 

sales during 1933 to 1936 increased by 54 per 
cent., as compared with the period 1923 to 
1926. The average annual sales during 1923 
to 1926 of sultanas, currants and raisins were 
52,309,000-lbs., as compared with 80,194,000-
lbs. during 1933 to 1936. 

At the conclusion of his address, Senator 
McLachlan cut the ribbons entwined about 
the main entrance doors and threw the doors 
open. 
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Board of Management Minutes 
At the last meeting of the Board held in 

Melbourne on August 27, the following mat
ters, that are of particular interest to growers, 
lVere CUsc~ed. 

"WATER INTO GOLD" 
The Secretary reported regarding the distri

bution of the book "Water Into Gold," the 
financial statement, and a large number of 
letters received from parties to whom the 
book had been sent. These were all very ap
preciative and showed that the book was high
ly thought of. The response from packers and 
agents was very gratifying, and it was also 
learnt that good sales of the trade edition were 
being made, making it necessary for the pub
lishers to consider putting in hand the third 
edition. 

NECTARINES-SEASON 1937 
In view of the fact that stocks in agents' 

hands of 1937 season's fruit are exhausted, it 
was resolved "That the Association proceed 
with the Under and Over Export Adjustment 
for Nectarines, Season 1937." 

MIXED FRUITS 
Regarding the circular letter sent out after 

rhe July Board meeting, advising agents that 
sales of mixed fruits should be restricted to 
A.D.F.A. channels, the Board was asked 
whether they could not make it more definite 
and advise agents that sales of mixed fruit 
must be restricted to A.D.F.A. channels. It 
was decided to comply with this request and 
notify agents accordingly. 

MILDURA JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
Mr. Malloch informed the Board that the 

Mayor of :Mildura, Cr. E. T. Henderson, had 
publicly expressed his appreciation in connec
tion with the gift made by the A.D.F.A. to 
the Mildura Jubilee Celebrations. 

ORGANISER 
The secretary reported that Mr. J. F. Stew

art had personally interviewed him and inti
mated he intended severing his connection 
with the Association, as he had undertaken 
other employment. 

MARKETING PROBLEMS 
A long discussion took place regarding 

future marketing problems. Since last Board 
meeting, a conference of Ministers of Agricul
ture was held in Brisbane, and as the result of 
that conference, the following announcement 
has been made by the Minister of Agriculture 
for Victoria:- · 

''Marketing Laws. Uniform Action Proposed. 
Legal Views Awaited. 

nProposals for creating marketing schemes 
that will conform with recent court decisions 

are to be submitted to the Crown Law author
itie·s of the various Governments for investi
gation and report. 

"The Minister of Agriculture, in making 
this announcement, said the whole question 
of marketing legislation had been discussed at 
the Brisbane meeting of the Australian Agri
cultural Council iu the light of the Privy 
Council decision in the James case. The desire 
of the council was to devise plants to supple
ment or replace those adversely affected by 
the c-ourt proceedings. Within the last few 
weeks, the High Court had given judgment 
in two cases, one affecting transport and the 
other the dried fruits industry, in which the 
principle laid down by the Privy Council in re
gard to inter-State trade had been applied. 
These judgments indicated that the High Court 
now took the view that the States had somewhat 
wider powers to regulate inter-State trade than 
had been thought to exist. The Agricultural 

AUTERATION OF FEDERAL 
COUNCIL DATE OF MEETING 

The Chairman (Mr. H. W. Howie) 
has informed us that the date of the 
council meeting has been altered to Oc
tober 27th. The Board of Management 
meeting will be held on October 22nd. 

;;,,, ........................................................................................... ~ 
Council had appointed a sub-committee to re
port on the possibility of strengthening mar~ 
keting schemes in accordance with recent de
cisions, and alternative suggestions which had 
been formlulated would be investigated by the 
respective Crown Law authorities for report 
as to their legality. When the views of the 
legal authorities were available, a special meet
ing of the council would be held for the pur
pose of agreeing upon uniform action by all 
the States/' 

In view of this announcement, it was felt 
that it would be advisable to defer action 
meantime. 

NE:x:T BOARD MEETING 
In view of the outbreak of infantile paraly

sis in and around Melbourne, a discussion took 
place regarding the advisability of having the 
next Board meeting about October 15, in Mil
dura. It was decided to await developments 
before coming to a conclusion, but if it is de
cided to hold the next Board meeting in Mil
dura, it would then be necessary to hold the 
Federal Council meeting also at Mildura. 

A number of other routine matters were 
also considered and dealt with by the Board. 
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CINCTURING THE CURRANT 
By C. G. GRASBY, District Horticultural Adviser 

This interesting paper was read at the 
Waikerie Conference of the Agricultural 
Bureaux of South Australia. 

HISTORICAL 
Many of our fruit trees and vines and 

other plants have been introduced from Medi
terranean countries, and a study of the condi
tions under which such plants were cultivated 
in the countries of their origin helps toward 
an understanding of how they should be 
treated in this State. It is directly due to 
the visit of the late Mr. W. C. Grasby, F.L.S., 
to Greece in 1896 as an Honorary Commis
sioner. for the S.A. Government, that the prac
tice of cincturing or girdling of the currant 
vine was first introduced into South Australia. 

AN OLD PRACTICE 
The operation of cincturing fruit trees is 

very much older than the name by which it is 
designated. In the early part of the 18th 
century, monks hastened the fruiting of 
young pear trees by cutting away a piece of 
bark near the root of the tree. In the 
middle of the same century, gardeners in Eng
land brought young, rampant fruit trees into 
bearing by cutting a strip of bark from f-inch 
to 1 inch wide (according to the size of the 
tree) nearly around the trunk at a convenient 
diStande from the ground, leaving a portion 
of the bark on both sides of the- tree as a 
bridge for the descending sap. 

THE PRINCIPAL INVOLVED 
Roots take from the soil moisture, and with 

moisture, . small quantities of minerals. The 
total intake of water is large, but the amount 
of minerals simultaneously ab.sorbed iS not 
great; a!;yone may demonstrate this by burn
ing a vine until nothing but white ashes re
mains. Of the total bulk of the vine, the 
white ash represents the minerals absorbed 
with water fr~ the soil. 

The water-with the mineral food held in 
solution-travels up the stem of the vine · 
through the tubes of sapwood. There are 
many of these tubes, and a large quantity of 
water passes continuously up them. Anyone 
who has cut off a vine in spring and noted 
how it .. bleeds" appreciates this upward move
ment of water and minerals. This sap con
sists largely of water with small quantities 
of plant food in solution. The loss of plant 
food is not great, which explains why the 
.. bleeding" of a vine pruned late has no mark
ed weakening influence on the vine. The 
water with its dissolved mineral passes up the 
stem of the vine along the arms, and ultimate
ly to the leaves. Here, excess water is 
evaporated from the leaf surface. Whilst 
the leaves take in carbon dioxide from the 
air, and in the presence of sunlight, the green 
matter of the leaf assimulates carbon. The 
carbon so absorbed from the air is united with 
water and solutes from the -roots, and elabor
ated sap is formed to provide for the growth 
of the plant. 

The next process is the distribution of sap to 
all parts of the plant. No growth can take 
place without this sap. The elaborated sap is 

carried to every part of the vine in the layer 
between bark and wood. In spring, the new 
shoots grow in length from the growing point, 
the material for growth being derived from 
the leaves, and in the early part of the season, 
from food materials stored in the vine over 
winter. The roots grow and can only grow 
by using the elaborated sap sent down to them 
from the foliage. That is to say, root growth 
is ultimately .dependent on material supplied 
by the foliage. It will be readily understood 
that when a ring of bark is taken out around 
the stem of the vine, it does not interfere 
materially with the upward flow of water 
from the roots. However, it does check the 
downward flow of sap to the roots. The re
sult is that elaborated food material is avail
able for the development of growth and fruit, 
but not for the extension of the root system. 
The roots obtain fresh food materials by con
stantly sending out new rootlets and root 
hairs in fresh soil, and if the supply of sap is 
permanently cut off, they cannot do this, and 
the plant eventually starves. If, however, a 
slight girdle is made which will heal over in a 
few weeks, and re-establish channels for 
downward movement of sap, no permanent 
harm results. Healing can be accelerated by 
placing narrow strips of waxed cloth over 
the cinctures. 

WHY CINCTURE THE CURRANT 
Cincturing of currant vines is· ·necessary in 

order to enable better setting of fruit. Almost 
everywhere except in very favorable seasons, 
the Zante currant sets its fruit badly. 
Removal of a very slight ring of bark as the 
vine is approaching the end of its blossoming 
period, checks the downward movement of 
elaborated sap, throws an increased flow of 
sap into the branches and bunche·s during a 
critical period, and induces better setting. 
A narrow incision heals in the course of a 
few weeks to a couple of months, and then 
the functioning of the plant proceeds normally. 

EFFECT OF WIDE RINGS AND DEEP 
CUTTINGS 

Some growers make their incisions too wide, 
and the effect has been to produce big crops 
of bold berries of a reddish brown color and 
poor quality. Often, little or no effect is 
noticed on vines at :first, particularly if vigor
ous, but such excessive cincturing must weaken 
vines in the course of a few years. SOme
times the incision is made far too deeply, 
whereby the cambium layer is frequently re
moved, or in most instances, removed partly. 
This tendency to cut too deep is caused by 
faulty tools, and -the tendency of the operator 
to apply too much pressure on one side of the 
vine or stem. Such treatment has a much 
greater detrimen.tal effect in weakening the 
vine than does wide cutting, as it amounts 
to partial, and in some cases complete ring
barking. The use of a saw as a tool for cine
turing causes considerable damage, and is 
directly responsible for permanent injury to 
many vines. The practice of lifting the 
bark as the knife (single cut) is drawn around 
the vine,· is not advised. 

THE OPERATION 

The stems of the vines should be prepared 
a week or so before cincturing commences. 
The operation in its simplest form is devised 
to temporarly check the downward flow of sap 
at a certain period. This is often done by 
passing a knife around the stem of the vine 
when the corollas are falling from the bunches, 
and this has been found effective in some cases. 
Best results are obtained, however, by remov
ing a narrow strip of bark about !-16th-in. 
wide when 50 to 75 per cent. of the corollas 
have fallen. If the incisions are made so that 
the cuts slant towards one another, wedged
shape, the piece of bark is removed without dif-, 
ficulty, and with a suitable tool this can be 
performed in one operation. A suitable tool 
can be made from an old pitting knife, by 
shortening the blade to within 1-!-in. of the 
handle, heating the steel in a blow lamp and 
moulding the cutting part into the required 
shape. Some instruments on the market 
make the incisions too wide, and growers are 
cautioned against the use of such unsuitable 
tools. 

COVERING CINCTURES 

This phase of cincturing is seldom carried 
out, but should be looked upon as important, 
especially in dry districts. A protective cov
ering over the cinctures helps the wound to 
nbridge overu rapidly, and more effectively~
Suitable covering, such as waxed cloth, waxed, 
tape, electrical friction tape, and even gummed 
paper (used for fastening parcels) have been 
utilised with advantage. 

Judicious cincturing is a satisfactory, means' 
of inducing good setting of Zante Currants 
and profitable. yields. A grower should 
study his vines and adapt his practice to suit 
local conditions. It should be borne in mind 
that the vigor of the vine, manurial treatment, 
soil, irrigation and other factors all have an 
influence on cropping. Vigorous vines should 
be given more work to do by leaving short 
rods; this will tend to increase yield, fine 
down the quality of the fruit and steady 
growth. Severe cincturing depreciates qual
ity and damages the vine, but wise cincturing 
at the right times gives an increase·d yield of 
even berries of good quality and flavor. If 
growers cincture severely, big, brown, watery 
berries are sometime's the result, and this type 
of fruit is readily damaged by rain. 

In conclusion, it is suggested th~t currant 
growers should personally Supervise cincturing 
operations; frequently, the stem of the vine is 
damaged badly during preparation for cine~ 
turing. 

(From the Journal of Agriculture, S.A.) 

A number of pick-pockets, recently ·caUght 
red-handed in Rumania, had ·:their hands paint .. 
ed red with an indelible paint to mark them a& 
an object to all others. In the subsequent ap"": 
peal they made the plea that the action of the 
authorities was unconstitutional. Some in ou·r 
industry would regard this as being a r~straint 
of trade. 
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WATER . SUPPLY IN .. ·· VICTORIA 
The foll~wing address was given recently by Mr. L. R. East, M.C.E., M. iate the many thousands of acres of farms and 

orchards that e;x:tend northward, ·past Ard
inona .and :Tatura to YY.una, but most of it 
goes on i~to the War.anga B~sjn itself. 

Inst. C.E., M.Am. Soc. C.E., M.l.E.A., Chairmari of the S'taie Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission of Victoria, and a member of the Murray River Commission. 
Mr. Ea.st said: - The Waranga Basin is the very appropriate 

name given to the great inland sea of 23 
sqUare miles of water that was formed when 
the engineers of the State Rivers and Water 
Supply Coromission threw a·n embankment 40 
feet high and four miles long across one end 
of what was the old Waranga Swamp. 

To produce a ton of peaches in the Gaul
burn Valley, an- irrigator must use some 200 
tons of water, and he can buy that amount 
of water --from the State· Rivers and Water 
Supply Corrimission for 1/-. He would receive 
for his ftuit.at-present prices nearly £10 a ton, 
and from that ton of peaches would be pro
duced at the Shepparton Cannery 1200 cans 
of fruit worth £40. 

The amazing cheapness of the supply will 
be .. realised when it is pointed- out that the 
Water the irrigator buys at this price-which 
is equal to 17 tons for one penny-has been 
held for him for several months in storage, 
and then conveyed to him along artificial 
channels for distances up to and even exceed
ing toO miles. 1,700 ton-imiles of freight
and demurrage thrown in-for one penny! 

WATER DELIVERED TO IRRIGATORS 
The total quantity of water delivered to ir

rigators in Victoria last year was sufficient to 
cover half a million acres, one foot deep; it 
weighed 600,000,000 tons, and when express
ed in gallons requires the astronomical figure 
of 136,000,000,000 gallons. 

This vast quantity of water, after being 
conserved in great storages in the hills, is dis
tributed through more than 4000 miles of 
irrigation channels to water users occupying 
some 2,000,000 acres of lands where the 
natural rainfall is well under 20 inches per 
annum. 

In addition to this area, in which intensive 
culture has been made practicable by irriga
tion, the successful occupation and develop
ment of a further 13,000,000 acres of lands, 
mostly in the Wimmera and Mallee areas, has 
followed the provision of domestic and stock 
water supplies from the channels of the State 
Rivers and Water Supply Commission, which 
each year runs water through more than 8,000 
miles of channels to fill large excavated stor
:iges on some 16,000 farms. At the present 
time practically 40 per cent. of the agricul
tural lands of Victoria are supplied with water 
from the channels, tanks and bores of the 
State Rivers and Water Supply COmmission. 

THE GOULBURN SYSTEM 
The Goulburn system is by far the most 

extensive in Victoria, or for that matter, in 
Australia, and a journey from the source of the 
Goulburn River to the most distant farm to 
which Goulburn water is conveyed is indeed 
an interesting one. 

Rising in the Dividing Range near Mat
lock, where the annual rainfall avearges some 
60 inches, at an elevation .of sOme 4,00'0 feet, 
the Goulburn River falls rapidly past the old 
mining townships from·Woods 'Point tO Jamie
son, and then at about~ 700 feet above sea 
level joins the Delatite River--in the great arti
ficial lake formed by the Eildon Reservoir. 

•'I"liE EU.DONTIAM 

The Eildon dam itself is half a mile long 
and 140 feet high-as long as two -city blocks 
:and practically as high as the building limit of 
,the Melbounre City Council-and it holds 
back 306,000 acre feet of water. Goulburn 
water is stored in this reservoir in the rainy 
'season to be released gradually over the drier 
months of the spring, summer and autumn. 
' After passing through the turbines of the 
'state Electricity Cotlli!lission and thus assist
ing Yallourn, Newport and Richmond to sup
ply electrical energy to Melbourne, the released 
water finds its way some 15 0 miles down the 
river to N agambie, where it meets a massive 

stone· and· iron structure of some historic im.:. 
po:Ctance-:.-the Goulburn weir. 

THE GOULBURN WEIR 
The conStruction of this weir, the :first ir

rigation structure of any magnitude in Aus
tralia and the key of the Goulburn System, 
was undertaken by the State in 1887 as a 
national work, and marked the introduction 
of the system-later considerably developed
of State headworks, the cost of which has not 
been. charged against water users. 

By the Goulburn weir, the water is raised 
sOme 4 5 feet, so that it can flow out from 
the river channel on either side into great ex
cavated channels that lead to the irrigation 
districts. The channel on the right bank, the 
East Goulburn channel, leads off to Sheppar
ton, with its highly developed orchards and 
profitable cannery, which produces practically 
one million dozen tins of peaches, pears and 
apricots in a single easson. Shepparton, with 
well-paved streets, excellent water supply, 
electric light and sewerage, is entirely an irri
gation town. It has sprung from irrigation, 
and grown with irrigation, and with further 
development of irrigation it will reflect the 
increasing prosperity of the district. 

WARANGA BASIN 
Water that leaves the Goulburn River on 

the left ban:k may have far to go. The channel 
that takes the flow f-or the first 23 miles to 
Waranga Basin is a veritable artificial river 
itself, as wide as Collins Street and deep 
enough to float a Murray steamboat. 

On the way to Waranga, some water may 
be drawn off from this main channel to irri-

WARANGA-WESTERN CHANNEL 
From the other side of the Basin, which 

stores one-third of a million acre feet of water, 
the great Waranga-Western channel starts on 
the way that leads the life-giving water ever 
west"W<ird right across Northern Victoria to 
bring the benefit of the Goulburn waters to 
the parched Northern Plains and even beyond 
into the dry far distant Mallee. 

Generally speaking, all N ortherri Victoria 
slopes gently towards the Murray. The War
anga-Western channel runs across this slope, 
and spreading northward from it a vast net
work of nearly 4000 miles of smaller chan
nels covers the Whole area of more than a mil
lion acres that lie between this channel and. 
the Murray River. 

The Waranga-Western Channel takes creeks 
and even rivers in its stride, crossing some 
in timber or concrete flumes, and driving un
der others in giant tubes of reinforced con
crete. In this way, 4 I miles after it leaves the 
Waranga Basin, the artificial river crosses un
der the Campaspe River in three tubes of con
crete, eleven feet in diameter, through which 
motor lorries could be driven with ease. 

Past the Campaspe River and the Roches
ter irrigation distirct, this great channel leads 
on to Dingee at 70 miles and further to the 
Tragowel Plains, and then the Loddon River, 
some 9 8 miles from the Basin. 

"WARATAH" Brand 
Star Steel Fence Posts 
NOW 20% STRONGER AND HEAVIER 

NO INCREASE IN PRICE-

I Otd. Each, F.O.R. Newcastle, Sydney or Melhonrne. 

FASTER TO ERECT-One man does the work of three compared 
with wooden posts. 

BLACK VARNISHED OR GALVANISED 

Made at Newcastle (N.S.W.) from B.H.P. Steel by 

RYLANDS BROS. (Aust.) PTY. LTD. 
Head Office, 422 Little Collins Street, Melbourne. 

SPECIFY''W ARATAH" WIRE PRODUCTS 
FOR ALL FENCING REQUIREMENTS 

FARMERS' HANDBOOK SUPPLIED FREE ON APPLICATION 

"WARATAH" PRODUCTS INCLUDE-
Wire Netting, Fencing Wire, Barbed Wire, Hinged Joint Fence, 
Motor By-Passes, Etc. · 

AND ARE 100% AUSTRALIAN 
From the Iron Ore to the Fence 

Quality Equal to Any in the World -Rylands Stand Behind Their Products 
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W ARANGA-MALLEE CHANNEL 
\,ri~n,. ~;:rq~si!lg . t·ft~ ... LodP.on,, the -l~st i.¢g~.:. : 

tion district, Boort, is passed, and the chan
Qel becomes the Waranga-Mallee e;hannel, that 
takes dOmestic and stock water in:to the Wim
mer~-MaUee _ channel system. 
· _The Waning-a-Mallee channel takes Goulburn 

water westward frOm the Loddon River for a 
further 13 0 miles, and then, near Birchip, de
livers it into smaller Mallee ch.innels running 
northward that may eventually take this water 
m.lny miles past Ouyen, practically 3 7 5 miles 
from the Waranga Basin-and all the way in 
man-made earthen channels. 

WIMMERA-MALLEE CHANNEL 
The Wimmera-Mallee channel system, which 

is thus supplied in part from the Goulburn 
waters, is unique. Originally supplied entirely 
from t}:te Wimmera River and storages in the 
Grampians,- the channels of this system spread 
like the veins of a leaf over 10,000 square 
miles of the finest wheat land in Australia. 
There are 6, 0 0 0 miles of these channels, and 
once each year they convey water to excavate·d 
earthen storages or tanks on som~ 16,000 
fairi.1s and 43 towns or townships throughout 
this_ area. 

The population dependent upon the Wim
Iriera-Mallee. channels for their drinking water 
is in the vic;:inity of 1QO,OOO persons, an equal 
nulnber of ·horses, and· several million sheep. 
Without these channels .. _most of the Mallee 
countij ·would be-" iiniiihaDi:table. But there are 
other extensive and interesting 'l.:i:rldertak.ings 
w:hich have been develo:ped by th~ _COmmission. 

OTHER SYSTEMS 
Irrigation is also practised extensively at 

Bacchus Marsh and Werribee, where the full 
development of available water supply has al
ready been reacl;ted, and at Maffra ·and Sale, in 
Gippsland, where there is yet ample water 
available in the Glenmaggie Reservoir. for ·fur
ther development. 

. The Coliban system, which supplie·s the 
City of Bendigo, the Borough of Castlemaine, 
and some 18 other towns and townships as 
well as the apple orchards of Harcourt, is well 
known. 

I might mention that the Commission has 
provided reticulated water supplies to 107 sep
arate country towns in Victoria, and is at pre~ 
sent carrying out extensive works to supply 
Camperdown, Terang, Cobden and Warrnam
bool, in the Western District, from the Ot
way Ranges, and Dromana, Sorrento and Port
sea, on the Mornington Peninsular, from the 
existing Bunyip River system, from which 
Dandenong, Frankston, Mornington and many 
other towns are at present supplied. 

FLOOD PROTECTION 
Flood protection is another responsibility, 

and at Kooweerup and elsewhere hundreds of 
miles of drains are maintained for the protec
tion of very fertile reclaimed swamp lands 
totalling 160,000 acres. 

As there has been a good deal of publicity 
given to the cost of water supply and flood 
protection works-which has amounted to 
£26,000,000 over the past 50 years-perhaps 
I should point out that the experience of all 
countries shows that the profits to be made 
from water supply or irrigation development 
lie not in the sale of the water, but in the in
creased value of the lands which are served. 

VALUE OF IRRIGATION LANDS of many similar "':ell-established irrigation 
.. __ In .. "\l:ictoria, the ~rig-at~o~ ~orks::·C~-?s.~~C5~ ~ s_e_t_d~~ilts~ --~hich __ ii}~l~dc;:_ :,!"fiH:lw-~~· -¥:erb~;~ .. 
ed have incre:is€-d the value of the irrig_at_ed Nyah, Woorinen and others. -· · -

lands b~ s~:e~al _ t}m~-s _~he tQ_tal. cost- 9£ -the- ... A~tually half a million a~r~s" _9£_ . fer~e lands 
works themselves. . . . -~n- Victoria were ·irrigated last-· }rear' from the 

Recently,. a -Parliamentary Comrmttee· was __ ·-Commission's channels:; -of thiS· area:: some 
t_!l-~g _ _.evidenc_e. _at Mologa in re_gard to _chan- 66,000 acres were in viney.ards_,_orchards~_:·and 
~el exten~ions ... Land values,"- satd one Witness, ga~dens~ and the 'balance, "ove~ 4oo;Ooo- acre_~;, 
woul~ nse from_ £4 _or £5 per acre ~? :.11 or c~~p.rised pasture and fod4er crop_s- f.o-r ~t:pe 

£12, If channels were constructed. - Land flocks and clair herds that produce such ao 
~lsewhere worth £3," he w~t _on ~o s!y, .. had la,rge proportio: of Victoria's _ ~xporiab_le _sur
JUm~ed to £8/10/- under l~rtgation ... These, pluses of fat lambs, wool and butter. 
I m1ght say, were comparatively poor lands. · _ _ , . : _ _ . . . 
II-rigated land at Werribee, for ·example, has S~ace does not_pernilt :ne to,-descnbe the ex.:. 
changed hands recently at prices in excess of tens1ve works bemg earned out by the-·Com
£60 per acre, and developed vineyards at Red monweal:h- a~d the three States o~ New South 
Cliffs for as high as £230 per acre. The price Wales, Vtctona and ?~uth Austraha to regu~at~
paid for the Red Cliffs land in 1919 prior to the_ flow_?£ Austraha s greatest and most -1m
irrigation was £2/10/- per acre.· £230 per port~nt nver,· the Murray. 
acre may seem a lot to pay for land, but the Owing to interstate difficulties, a: special 
production :figures for this part of Victoria Commission, the Rive·r Murray ·Com·missiOn; 
in the far north-west are even more surprising. was c_onstituted to control the- development of 

this 'river, -and as· the Victorian --reperseritative 
Oil the River' Murray_ Commission, I feel ·_it art · 
hOnor to have been personally ·associated· w#h·-·' 
such great work~ _as the Hume Res·erV6ir, _riOW 
complete-d to 1l.:rillJ.lion act~-feet cap~pity, ihe 
'f.?r;:.Ul?lb~_;-~,-:Mi~dura, _ _a~d-_oth~r weir~ ~D.OV! in·' 
opera~iOn~ and the Yarrawonga ~eir,, JYfuJ;rUfn--". 
bidgee, 'Y'eit.:s, an~ ... :M::urray Mopth c~·arra_ges: at~ 
ptesen·t- under cori'sttUctiOn~ · ' 

RED CLIFFS AN EXAMPLE 
Red. Cliffs, in 1919, was an undeveloped 

wilderness of Mallee scrub and native- trees. 
Under the guidance of the late· William Cat
tanach, a former Chairman of the State Riv
ers· ·and W <iter Supply Commission, this land 
was bought as a settlement for the returning 
soldiers of-the A.I.F: In half a dozen years the 
Commission's' engineers changed -the:·wilderness
to. a- wonderland, and now, in less -than 20 
years, Red .Cliffs standS as the most successful· 
soldier· settlement- in the world-a well-estah:.· 
lished town and-· l i,OOO acres of thdvihg vine
yards and ·citrus groves. 
· The production. of dried fruit alone "last." 

year was 16,0o·o, tons,. worth to Australia -two-" 
thirds of a million pounds, or no less than 
£60 per,-acre of the. whole settlement-,--neglect
ing altogether the large quantities of citrus, 
fresh -grapes and vegetables grown in this dis
trict. 

Red Cliffs, although outstanding in regard 
to the. rapidity of its development,· is- only one 

Yield and Quality 

The whole-River Murray s"che_me is-est~ate_d, 
to __ ,cgs:t; £12,00Q,Oo'p_; and. the .Sta:te -_Riv~_~s ~lild 
Watei- _Supply Corirmission, _as. Ccinstrucf~_$',. 
AUthority, "fPr Victori~,_-.has carried Ol:lt"~Or~~~-: 
River __ Muria)r ComWiS-siOll work~_affectirig" _tbls~, 
St_a_te to the· extent of practically .£3,000,090-.~ 

... _With: ·the St.ate Works already: constructed-~ 
b.y the State Rivers and Water Supply Com-· 
mission in Victoria, these great national works 
for: water. conservation and· distribution are 

"destiried·to play _an-increasingly important part. 
in the development of that portion of the far 
flung Empire for which we, as Australians, ·are 
responsible . 

Currant Zante • tn 

Special Reference to Cincturing and Tipping 
In the summary of a .report by Mr.]. E. Thomas, B.Sc., B.Agr.Sc., B.V.Sc., 

of the C.S.I.R. (Merbein Station), published in the journal of that body, it is 
stated that as the result of investigations (the full text of which will be pub
lished at a later date) the following conclil,sions aw arrived at:-

( 1) Although an improvement in grade_ is 
obtained- by reducing the number of bunches 
below that normally resulting from winter 
pruning, the loss in yield does not make this 
method economically practicable Under pre
sent conditions. 

( 2) The development of the characteristic 
black pigment is closely related to the sugar 
content, and is not influenced by the use of 
Iron. 

( 3) Late cincturing usually results in a re
duced yield, accompanied by a slight increase 
in grade. The optimum results may be ex-

pected from cincture ~;me-eighth of an inch 
wide, applied when approximately 60 to_,_.SO 
per cent:· 'of the caPs hci've fallen· fi:om the 
flOwers. · 
· ( 4) Tipping the growing shoots at this 

J?ei'<io4 appears to be beneficial and particularly: 
sO if the time of cincturing is delayed. On 
the other hand, tipping or topping later in the 
seaSon is ·deleterious. · 

( 5) . From general considerations~ tipping 
may be of special value in years when cool, 
cloudy weather conditions prevail, or if there 
is exceptionally rapid growth of the shoots at 
the time of flowering. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN STATE BOARD 
In the report for the year ending February 28th, 1937, the Board makes 
particular reference to several matters of special interest to growers. 

9/9, disclosing a deficit of £1,068/19/1, com
pared with a surplus of receipts over expendi
ture of £1,722/10/1 for the year 1935-36, 
and a surplus of £1,625/14/ for the year 
1934-35. The deficiency may be accounted 
for partly by the reduction in the rate of the 
levy on production from 5/10 per ton in 1935 
to 5/ per ton in 1936, but mainly by the sub
stantial shortage in the tonnage of dried fruit 
harvested and packed, amounting to 5,734 
tons in the aggregate as compared with the 
previous year. 

Under the heading of packing and proces
sing, it stated: 

Packers and growers alike now appreciate the 
value of special and constant attention being 
given to the fumigation of premise's where 
dried fruit is stored or packed, and to the 
sterilisation of sweat boxes, frames and other 
containers. 

«Eranol., is now used in all packing houses 
as it has proved to be effective· as a pest pre
ventive. It is satisfactory to report that 
packing house plant and equipment have gen
erally reached a high standard of efficiency, 
and each year shows an improvement. 

The Board, however, desires once more to 
stress the necessity for co-operation between 
grower and packer in regard to closer attention 
by growers to drying grounds, racks and hes
sians, careful handling and selection before de
livery for packing and systematic observance 
of cultural problems. 

The full advantage of the present highly 
effiCient packing methods will not be availed 
of unless these methods are supplemented and 
reinforced by the growers' efforts. 

UNLAWFUL TRADING 
In regard to unlawful trading, the report 

adds that, in terms of the Dried Fruits Act, 
1934, all dried fruit offered for trade or sale 
must comply with two essential conditions. It 
must be processed and packed in premises 
registered by the Board as a packing house, and 
it must also pass through the hands of a regi
istered dealer. Any person who buys or sells 
dried fruit which does not cQillply with these 
requirements is guilty of an offence and be
comes liable for prosecution. Two full-time 
investigation officers were employed through
out the year to police the Act. 

Seven complaints were laid during the year 
under review and cOnvictions were obtained in 
all coses, the :fines and costs aggregating 
£85/18/8. 

CULTURAL PRACTICES 
Particular attention was given to the pro

blem of improving the quality of currants in 
the non-irrigated areas. An appreciable part 
of the work consists in the re-construction of 
old vines and several years must elapse before 
definite results can be determined. The advice 
and service of Mr. A. G. Strickland and his 
staff was a feature of the programme. The size 
and quality of prunes was a problem-pre
liminary steps having been taken and a pro
gramme laid down whereby surveys will be 
made and statistics collected. 

PUBLICITY 
The Board co-operated with other authorities 

in a general campaign and satisfaction is ex
pressed at the increased sales in the Common
wealth. The fund administered by the Joint 
Publicity Committee amounted to £4,3 07 for 
the year 1936-37, and was supplemented by 

I River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 

Station 5RM 
LISTEN IN TO YOUR OWN STATION 

Special A.D.F.A. Session, 7 to 7.15 
p,m. (South Australian Time) every 

Monday Night. 

Oversea Sales and Market Reports 
and other items of interest to Dried 

l'ruit Growers. 
Wave Length, 353 Metres. 
Frequency, 850 Kilocycles 

Registered Office: 29 Rundle St., Adelaide 
Local Manager: Box 231, Berri, S.A. · 

the three vans supplied and maintained by the 
A.D.F.A. 

LEGISLATION 
The results of the breakdown of control 

after the Privy Council decisiOn have been 
serious, and the Board is a party to a voluntary 
agreement. The success of this agreement, the 
report states, rests entirely with growers by 
marketing their crops through those who have 
become signatories thereto. (A full list of the 
signatories has been published). 

Since the Privy Council judgment there has 
been an appreciable increase in the responsi ... 
bilities as well as in the actual administrative 
work of the Board and among the :first steps 
taken by the Board on the delivery of the 
judgment was by public announcement, cir
culars to growers, warnings to the retail trade 
and other forms of propagan-da, to correct the 
wholly erroneous impressiop.s that the Privy 
Council judgment invalidated the whole of the 
dried fruit legislation and removed all forms 
of sta;_utory control. 

The Board, in collaboration with the Boards 
of the sister States, and with growers' organ
isations, is now exploring every avenue to 
strengthen and to reinforce voluntary effort 
to establish a stabilised home consumption 
price for the grow'er, affording him that se
curity which he enjoyed for so long under 
beneficent legislation, and to which, it may 
be fairly stated, he is justly entitled. 

FINANCE 
The income and expenditure: account for 

the year ended February 28th, 1937, together 
with balance-sheet as on that date, is append
ed. These bear, as usual, the certificate of the 
Auditor~General. 

The statement shows 
£4,773/10/8, and the 

the total income as 
expenditure £5,842 

There has been no increase in the Board's 
normal expenditure, which approximates that 
of the two preceding years. 

STATISTICS 
The pack of dried vine fruits for the sea

son 1936 was distributed over the following 
localities:-

Irrigated Areas-
•Currants 

Renmark. 
Berri . . . . . . 
Loxton .. Pyap .. 
Barmera .... 
MoorookRKingston 
Waikerie ..... 
Cadell . . . __ 
Mypolonga .... 

Tons 
1,186 

852 
18•6 
840 
152 
873 
204 

10 

8,258 

NonRirrigated areas-
Clare . . • • . . . 913 
Barossa . . . . . . 707 
McLaren Vale • . 675 
Langhorne:•s <Creek 79 
Metropolitan 7 4 

2,448 

Sultanas 
Tons 
2,191 
2,868 

879 
1;762 

197 
828 
888 

4 

8,612 

2 

1 

3 

Lex:ias 
Tons 

851 
580 

16 
817 
203 
437 
18 

1,872 

3 

4 

7 

State total, 16,195 tons. The total pack 
for 1935 was:-Irrigated areas: Currants, 
6,792 tons; Sultanas, 11,021 tons; Lexias, 
1,639 tons. Total, 19,452. Non-irrigated: 
Currants, 2,456 tons; Sultanas, 3 tons; Lexias, 
nil. Total, 2,549. State total, 21,911 tons. 

-------------------------
DRIED FRffiTS BOARD (S,A.) 

Income and Expenditure Account ·for Twelve Months Ended February 28th, 1937. 

£ •. d. 
To Administration expenses

General . . . . . . 2,204 5 l.i. 
Investigations . . 4·67 1'5 0 

Advertising . . . . 
Cultural practices 
Inspections - Board's prQpor· 

tion of __ . . . . 
Legal expenses .. 
Publicity-

S.A. Purblicity . 
1Contribution to 

Joint Publicity 
SCheme ... 

£41 0 5 

750 0 0 

Office and general expenses 
Printing and stationery .. . , 
Royal Agricultural Show ex· 

hilbit 1936 (net expenditure) 
Centennial Exhibit '(lbalance) 
Trade Agreem~nt EXpenses 
Tra veiling expenses-

General 0 0 £272 5 6 
Investigations 467 12 6 

£ •• d, 

2,672 0 11 
10' 6 0 
19 18 5 

902 0 10 
841 7 0 

791 0 6 
85 18 9 
5~ 2 7 

108 18 3 
50 6 6 
66 12 1 

739 18 0 

£5,842 ~ 9 
= 

To Balance a·s above . . . . . . , , £1,068 19 1 
To Balance carried forward __ . 8,973 17 7 

By Interest {current account 
with Treasury) .... 

Levies .............•.. 
Pac1ting house registration fees 
Sundry receipts -- • . . • . . . . 
Excess expenditure over income 

£ s. d. 

138 17 10 
4,5,81 1 4 

52 0 0 
1 11 6 

1,068 19 1 

£5,842 9 9 

£5,042 16 8 By Accumulated Balance . . . . £5,042 16 8 

BALANCE SHEE'T .A:S AT FEBRUARY 28th, 1937. 

LIABILITIES, 

Sundry creditors . . . . . . . . 
Packing House registration f€es 

paid in advance . . . . . . . . . . 
Adjustment of quotas, suspense 

£ s, d. 
955 12 5 

53 0 0 

.ASSETS. 

Cr:~.sh in hand . . . 
Cash account, Treasury 
Sundry de'btors . . . . . . 
Office furniture . . . . . . 

account . . __ . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 6 
Board fees, refund account . . . 32 13 

2 -~ Show stand account .. 
2 Advance account (.Secretary) . . . 
7 Accumulated ibalance to 28/2/37 3,973 17 

£5,032 9 4 

£ s. d. 
35 1 5 

4,419 6 5 
427 9 9 

1 9 3 
49 2 6 

100 0 0 

£5,032 ~ 4 

iQ. A. W. BOPE, Ohairman. 
W. N. TWIS.S, .Secretary. 
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SEASONAL NOTES OVERSEAS SALES 

By A. V. Lyon, M.Ag.Sc., Com. Research Station, Merbein. 

The Commonwealth Export Control Board 
report the following poSition to October 2:-

)he season so far has opened very nicely. 
With the weather behaving good, clean growth 
is resulting, and we have the initial advantage 
of a ve·ry fine show of truit shoots. At this 
time of the year, we use the term "potential 
crop," knowing that we may still have to face 
losses from such happening as frost, hail, dis
ease, unseasonable rains, and heat waves. As
suming reasonable luck, we should everywhere 
have very satisfactory yields. 

THE SPRAYING 
Readiness to spray if bad weather happens 

has now become the system in the Mildura 
district, with at least one early spraying on 
vineyards liable to suffer from black spot. In 
the Nyah-Woorinen districts, where adde·d pre
cautions for black spot are advisable, at least 
one thorough early spraying is a necessary pre
caution. The incorporation of colloidal sulphur 
in the Bordeaux is helpful for control of 
oidium; which, on the whole, is still our most 
trouble·some disease, in that it has to be regu
larly treated each year. 

THE FROSTS 
No sign of commercial damage has come 

under notice. Early frOsts were experienced at 
Red Cliffs, and vineyard heating was carried 
out extensively. All along the Murray we have 
had the satisfaction of getting -into October 
suCcessfully, and with the advance of 'the sea
son the chances of frost damage are decreasing. 

GENERAL ROUTINE WORK 
We have previously discussed the question 

of low Baume readings. It should be remem
bered that steps to secure satisfactory sugar 
content at harvest should be commenced now. 
These steps -include controlled irrigations, so 
that the land should not remain wet and cold 
for long periods; and a high standard of culti
vation to establish and maintain a good tilth 
with absence of weeds. 

It has been established that early, well-ma
tured fruit is associated with good seasons' 
but also with well developed shoots. 

LIGHT BROWN APPLE MOTH 
The Entomological Branch of the Depart

ment of Agriculture, Victoria, has commenced 
a special study of this pest. It is considered 
that damage is on the increase, and that the 
presence of the lavae on the bunches is much 
more in evidence than formerly. The investi
gations include a record of the seasonal occur
rence on leaves and grapes, and methods of 
control. 

The damage is reflected in wet seasons as 
«mouldY" bunches. The .. grubs" puncture the 
berries, and also bind the berries together; and 
thus encourage mould. 

The "bunch protection" spray is based on 
the observance that the pest is found main
ly on the grapes at any time after setting. For 
this reason, a spray containing arsenate of lead 
in the usual Bordeaux application is most use
ful at this stage. 

A preliminary «wrapping-on/' so that the 
bunches are exposed to the spray, is essential 
for best results. · 

DRAINAGE 
Internal drainage studies, and the resultant 

practices, have made definite advances in re
cent vears. At the field day at the station, most 
of th.e growers took the opportunity to exam
ine the .. soil profiles," which showed the vari
ous layers in the soil and subsoil of common 
soil types. Such examinations are easily carried 
out in the field, and are proving most useful 
in determining the depth of drainage. 

In addition, borings to locate and map the 
areas holding free water are also becoming 
common practice. The defining of the free 
water area is proving the best practical method 

on which the locations of the drains can be 
based. Such borings locate the margins, such 
as clay subsoils, which frequently hold up the 
underground water on the irrigation slopes. In 
general, the change-over to deeper and better 
planned drains is coming relatively quickly. 

SOIL RECLAMATION 

A pleasing feature is the extension of inter
nal planting in the Mildura district. Until 
the advent of the drainage system, the unpro
ductive areas were increasing. Now, however, 
as drainage is proceeding, we note many patches 
of young vines on land that was formerly un
productive. 

The Mildura district drainage scheme is 
nearing completion, and drainage schemes are 
either in course of construction or contem
plated in most of the dried fruits irrigation 
areas. These drainage works may be viewed as 
the most de£nit-e advancement in recent years 
for stabilising the produc·tive value of the irri
gated lands producing dried fruits. 

DRIED FRUITS CASE 
ENDED ABRUPTLY 

Summonses Were Faulty 
There Wt1IS a surprise and an abrupt termin

atim to what prqmised to be a lengthy case in 
the Mildura Court on September 2R, when Mr. 
J. L. Kent, P.M., upholding the contention of 
Mr. R. Warner, solicitor for the defendant, 
that the charges against Frederick A. James, 
of Berri (S.A.), could not be proceeded with 
because of technical errors in the issue of the 
summonses, refused to make :any order. 

James was to have been proceeded against 
by Thomas Walsh, an inspector, under the 
Dried Fruits Act, on four charges of having 
bought dried fruits that had not been packed 
in a registered packing shed. 

Mr. Menzies, addressing the Bench, said that 
he agreed with Mr. Warner that the manner 
in which the services had been made upon 
James was bad. There was no power, he con
tinued, to serve summonses issued by a justice 
in Victoria outside that State except under one 
Act, the provisions of which he did not intend 
to invoke. 

MISTAKE BY CROWN LAW 
DEPARTMENT 

The chairman of the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board (Mr. Parker J. Moloney) stated after
wards that it was realised the Crown Law 
department had made a mistake in the draw
ing up of the summonses. The Board would 
instruct the Crown Solicitor to draw up fresh 
summonses. The case, he added, would be 
brought before the court in due course. 

It is understood that the case will be heard 
at the Mildura Court before Mr. J. L. Kent, 
P.M., on November 9. 

A new plum named "Hollywood" has been 
introduced in California. It is a blood red free
stone, will hang on the tree in good condition 
for several days after it is ready to pick. 

Shipped 

Sold 

Unsold 

CURRANTS 
9850 tons 

6647 tons 

3203 tons 

Average Price, £31/13/6 per ton. 

Average Price Last Year, £30/12/3. 

Shipped 

Sold 

Unsold 

SU~TANAS 
18,670 tons 

17,018 tons 

1,652 tons 

Average Price, £44/14/6 per ton. 

Average Price Last Year, £42/6/6. 

Shipped 

Sold 

Unsold 

LEXIAS 
1522 tons 

1371 ,tons 

151 tons 

Average Price, £44/18/6 per ton. 

Average Price Last Year, £43/0/6. 

''"'"""'""""""'"""'"""'""'""'""""'""""'"""""'"'""""''•" 

Thoughts Upon Entry to the Bank 
Manager's Office 

·•Men are at sometime masters of their 
fate, 

The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our 
stars, 

But in ourselves, that we are 
lings.,' 

under-

:,,,,,,,.,,.,.,,.,,.,,,.,.., .... ,.,,.,.,,,.,,.,.,.,,.,.,.,,,.,,. .. ,.,..,.,,..,,.,.,..,luu: 

COMMONWEALTH SALES' 

The Association Commonwealth sales of 
vine and tree fruits at the end of September 
are given below, and compared with the fig
ures at the same date for the two previous 
years, as follows: -

V1NE FRillTS 
1937 1936 
Tons Tons 

Currants 2,422 2,024 
Sultanas 6,229 5,597 
Lexias .1,521 1,127 

--- ---
10,172 8,748 

TREE FRUITS 

1937 1936 
Tons Tons 

Apricots 558 568 
Nectarines 21 21 
Peaches 187 172 
Pears 66 60 
Prunes 1,021 991 

1,85 3 1,812 

6th October, 1937. 

1935 
Tons 

2,288 

5,741 
2,055 

---
10,084 

1935 
Tons 

470 
19 

162 
51 

774 

1,476 

'!3armera Co .. operative 
BARMERA, S.A. 

Packing Co. 
Ltd. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PACKERS AND AGENTS 
Suppliers of all Block Requisites 

Local Agents Lancashjre Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, Howard Tractors and 
Rotary Hoes, H. V. McKay.Massey Harris Implements. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARM ERA 'PHONE, BARMERA 30 &. 32 
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J\ustralicm ~ritu ~ruits 
~tfus 

Official Organ of the 
AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 

ASSOCIATION 

All reports, correspondence, etc., should be 
addressed to The Editor, "Australian Dried 

Fruits News," P.O. Box 363, Red Cliffs. 

For Advertising Rates, apply W. N. Summer, 
Secretary A.D.F .A., 450 Collins Street, Mel

bourne, 0.1, or P.O. Box 200, Mildura. 
---

Telephones: Mildura 5 and 73 

'"""'""'""""'"""'"""'""'"'"""""'"""'''"""'""'"""'''''''''''~ 
All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to ~ 
forward items of interest to the industry ~ 

as a whole for publication in the "News." ~ 

""'""""'""'""""'""'""""""'"'"""'"""""'""""'"'"""""'"';: 
Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's fr.eedom to him who would write; 
For there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Burns. 

MILDURA, OCTOBER 8, 1937 

"ONCE MORE IN SILENCE" 

p this issue we present the text of 

the Thirteenth Annual Report of the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Export Con

trol Board tabled in the Federal Parliament on 

September 8., 19 3 7. We commend perusal of 

the report to all growers and those who are en
gaged in the processing and distribution of 

what is now one of the most ilmportant pri
mary products and which represents the life 

work of thousands of growers who have, 
by their united effort, given to the people of 

Au_stralia an example of closer settlement in its 
most successful form. 

It is now generally appreciated that al

most 8 0% of the produce of the dried fruit 
areas· falls -within- the ambit of the Common

wealth Board, established under the principal 

Act of 1924, subsequently amended in minor 

detail. We are proud·of the fact that the con
sumption of dried frUits in the Commonwealth 

contillues to grow under the splendid organis
ing efforts of the Australian Dried Fruits As

s·ociation, but, after all, it must be remember

ed that the populatiOn of Australia is yet less 

than 7,000,000 souls scattered over an area 

equal to that of the United States of America. 

:r is therefore necessary that Australia must 

look to a wider field of operation if the 
industry is to prosper, and that in Great Bri

tain, with its 45,000,000 of fellow subjects, 

and in Canada and New Zealand, where the 

peoples number approximately 10,000,000 and 
2,000,000, respectively, we have as potencial 

customers ·fellow citizens of the empire num

bering eight times as many people as the in

habitants of this great continent. 

It follows that if we are to maintain in 
prosperity the fortunes of the dried .rruits 

producers of Australia, it will be primarily by 

the consumption in the ~ritish Empire. It 

should therefore be fully recognised that the 
great markets for our industry are beyond our 
shores. In 1924 we had an exportable sur

plus of about 18,000 tons; today our surplus 

is over 50,000 tons, and with the existing 

acreage under cultivation in vine fruits we may 

well find ourselves faced with the problem of 
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the successful marketing of perchance 65,000 

tons. The industry therefore lives or dies ac~ 

cording to the success of our marketing beyond 
our shores. The Commonwealth Parliament 

gave us legislation in 1924 with a full recogni
tion of the fact that the success or failure of 

dried fruits settlements must depend upon suc
cessful orderly marketing. 

THE report of the Board is a restrained 

statement of what is being done without 
beating of drums, by the application of sound 
commercial practice with a full knowledge 

that big business is usually associated with a 
minimum of personal publicity. It is the old 

story of umeasures not men," and to those 

leaders of our industry who have been hon

ored by the suffrages of a wide body of 
electors the great reward must be the know

ledge that they have fulfilled their trust to 
those who elected them to a position of re

sponsibility, and who have retained from time 
to time by re-election, that confidence without 
which their efforts would be weakened and 
perhaps nullified. 

They have been associated with a group 

of nominated members who have been proud 
to assist in the work of the representative 

grower members on the Board. It is a tri
bute to the tact of the elected members of the 
Board that they have, throughout, worked in 
the utmost harmony with the nominated 
members appointed by the Government and 

who, unacquainted with the technical prob
lems of the industry, have been content to 

bring to the counsels of the Board their ex

perience in commercial practices in trade and 
finance. 

T
HE Board is to be congratulated on record

ing another year of effective marketing, 

and if the operations of the Export Control 

Board have been conducted with a minimum of 
Press publicity their very silence is an indica

tion that they have been content to remember 

that their reward is that afforded by the confi
dence of Government and industry alike. 

It is fitting also to acknowledge on behalf 
of the industry, gratitude to those officials of 

the Board in the Cctnmonwealth and in Lon
don, as well as to the representatives of Aus
tralia in Canada and New Zealand, for the 
work they have done. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operative Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying. of insect life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that application No. 18731/34 
dated 3rd August, 1934, has been made 
for letters patent which includes the use 
of Ethyl Formate and on the grant of 
letters patent the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages and 
prevent unauthorised use of their inven
tion. 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs and 
insect life. Supplies and full part!cular11 
obtainable fl:om-

Co-operative Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 

PERSONAL 
In a letter to the Chairman of the Export 

Control Board (Mr. W. C. F. Thomas) Col
onel L. M. Cosgrave, the Canadian Trade 
Commissioner, who recently visited some of 
the main producing centres, says, inter alia: 
.. May I express my deep personal appreciation 
of the great honor you have· accorded me in 
forwarding an autographed copy of that splen
did story of the irrigation area, 'Water Into 
Gold.' I feel the honor more deeply as I note 
that only fifty autographed copies have been 
issued, and you may rest assured that this book 
will be given a prominent position in my lib
rary. I wish also to take this opportunity of 
wishing the industry continued success, with 
a special message to my many friends in Mil
dura, and my 'cobbers' in Red Cliffs. I nnder
stand that Mildura is celebrating its 50th an
niversary this week, and in this connection I 
would be most grateful if you would extend 
to the resident members o.f your Board in Mil
dura my keen personal regards and every wish 
for the complete success of the celebrations. 
Yours faithfully, L. M. Cosgrave.,. 

MARKETING LAWS IN 
CALIFORNIA 

In dealing with a recently signed law to 
facilitate the marketing of primary products, 
the comments of the Californian Fruit News 
are of interest to growers who are satisfied 
With control. After dealing with the history 
of the previous Act of 1935, it states:-

.. lt is, however, of the sort of legislation 
which never should be enacted at all. A careful 
reading of the law as finalised, with a holding 
in mind of the possibilities under it, can sim
ply scare any person of average experience and 
ordinary intelligence to death. One can not 
help, in reading through a law of this sort, but 
have a feeling of sincere sympathy for the ad.;. 
ministrative authority provided for it. In this
case the latter is the State of California Dir
ector of Agriculture. The present occupant of 
that position-A. A. Brock-is an entirely de
pendable and properly conservative person, and 
so the worst can not be expected to happen 
under.his administration of it. We know, how
ever, a lot of eople who would in that posi
tion with this sort of law easily just turn the 
State of California inside out and upside down. 
Accordingly, it is to be hoped that Mr. Brock 
will be on the job as long as the law is. 

.. For instance: The director, as administrator, 
is authorised to issue orders which may con
tain provision for determining surpluses of any 
agricultural commodity or any grade, size or 
quality thereof; provision for limiting the total 
quantity of any agricultural commodity or 
any grade, size or quality thereof, which may 
be processed or distributed or otherwise han
dled; provision for allotting the quantity of 
any agricultural commodity of any grade, 
size or quality, which a handler may purchase 
or may process; provision for regulating the 
period during which any such commodity or 
grade or size of it may be processed or distri
buted; provision for establishing uniform 
grading and inspection, etc. The assessment of 
charges for cost of administration runs up to 
I i per cent. of the gross value, and for adver
tising purposes an additional maximum of 3 per 
cent. of the gross value may be levied. 

c.Legislators in these days have a wonderfully 
fine opinion of the ability of mere humans. 
The opportunities of the administrator under 
this law are, however, confined to his obtain
ing assent from at least 65 per cent. both of 
volume and number of the producers and 
handlers who would be covered by any order. 
The administrator, howeve·r, in this is himself 
even required to pass upon the fact as to what 
may in his opinion constitute the required 
percentage." 
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Thirteenth Annual Report of Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Control Board 

SHOWS A SOUND COMMERCIAL POLICY 
To those within the industry and to those outside its ranks who watch its ramifications overseas, the report of the 

Board is of exceptional interest in every detail. The industry is facing many problems and is suffering attacks from divers 
directions on its home market, calling for the full concentration of those leaders who are watching growers' interests. 

It is with a full measure of relief that, after reading the ~eport and gaining a true appreciation of the value of the 
Board's work, one realises that, in this avenue of marketing, the industry is fortunate in the results of a sound commercial policy 
over the past 13 years. 

The policy determining the selling of 80 per cent. of our production is obviously a tremendous factor for success or 
failure. What could have happened in the series of marketing crisis that the Board has enabled growers to face unitedly, can 
only be imagined-had we been without this means of collective selling on the part of a body so evenly balanced with advice and 
representation of the industry and consolidated by outstanding commercial guidance. We are pleased to have this early opportunity 
of publishing the report in full:-

The Right Honorable the Minister for Com
merce, 

Canberra, F.C.T. 
1. In accordance with Section 28 ( 1) of 

the Dried Fruits Export Control Act 1924-
193 5 the Board submits its Thirteenth Annual 
Report as the operation of the Act. 

COMPOSITION OF THE BOARD 
2. The persorinel of the Board was un

changed during the year. 
3. The members of the London Agency 

of the Board appointed in terms of the· Act 
continued in o:B;i_ce during the year. 

_4. The administration of the Board is as 
follows:-

. Melbourne: Chairman. Mt. W. C. F. 
Thomas; Acting Chairman, Mr. Alex F. Bell; 
Secretary, Mr. R. A. Marx. 
--London: Chairman of the Agency, Mr. F. 

L. McDougall; Secretary, Mr. J .]. S. Scouler; 
Technical Officer, Mr. W. P. Caro. 

STATISTICS 
5. The statistical information relative to 

the prOduction and export of Australian 
Dried Fruits is~ as customary, fully detailed in 
appendices to ~is report. 

6. The estimated production .for the sea
son 1937 is 70,500 tons. For comparison is 
shown the production recorded throughout 
the Commonwealth during the past twelve 
years:-

Tons Tons 
1925 .. 37,217 1931 50,549 

1926 -- 35.032 1932 58,501 
1927 55,201 193'3 .... 77,832 
1928 31,850 1934 ' ... 69,591 
1929 .. 71,723 19,35 ..•. 66,904 
1930 .. 72,194 1936 .. 62,942 

7. After providing for the domestic re
quirements of the Commonwealth the tonnage 
exported from the Commonwealth was:-

1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 --

Tons Tous 
24,528 1931 -- 37,966 
23,125 1932 43,265 
41,194 1933 65,727 
19,187 1934 53,722 
57.788 1935 49,840 
56,732 1936 46,853 

It is expected that for the season 1937, 
55,000 tons will be shipped from Australia, of 
which quantity to June 30, 1937, 38,047 tons 
had already been shipped to the following 
principal destinations:-

Great Britain .. 
rcanada .... 
New Zealand 
"Other Countries 

23,404 
10,794 

3,474 
375 

8. The United Kingdom still continues to 
afford the principal market for Australian 
Dried Fruits and the statistical information 
regarding the total imports into Great Britain 
appears in Appendix "C," wherein is set out 
the importations during the calendar years 1931 
to 1936 respectively. 

1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 .. 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 

Raisins 
Tons 

56,371 
58,109 
79,612 
69,700 
80,692 
68,77'9 
62,415 
8·3,910 
80,350 
59,604 
71,352 
71,857 

Currants 
Tons 

58,421 
58,362 
61,223 
55,470 
55,2'65 
59,762 
'5·2,665 
56,885 
51,706 
,58,930 
56,651 
52,582 

Total 
Tons 

114,792 
116.471 
140,.835 
125 170 
135,957 
128,541 
115,080 
140,795 
132.056 
118.534 
128,003 
124.439 

The imports of Australian. Dried Fruits to 
Great Britain in the calendar years 1925 to 
1936 were as follows:-

1925 
19'26 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
t9'34 
1935 
1936 

Rai.sins 
Tons 

17,606 
10,922 
28,253 
14,291 
35,992 
32;715 
t8,746 
15,074 
43,557 
24,450 
17,766 
21,474 

Currants 
Tons 
6,796 
7,572 
4,816 

621 
11,993 
13,374 
10.461 
9,189 

11,136 
10,40,6 
12,959 
4,569 

Total 
Tons 
24,401 
18,494 
33,068 
14,912 
47,985 
46,089 
29,207 
24,263 
54,693 
34,856 
30,725 
26,043 

The percentage of raisins and currants of 
Australian origin imported to Great Britain is 
as shown together with a table showing the 
percentage of the total imports into Great 
Britain:-

Total Im~ 
ports of all 

Cur~ Dried 
Raisins rants Fruits 

% % % 
1925 31.2 11.6 21.2 
1926 18.8 13.0 15.9 
1927 35.5 7.8 23.5 
19•28 20.5 1.1 11.9 
1929 -- 44.6 21.7 35.3 
r93o 47.6 22.4 35.9 
un 3U IU ~.4 
1932 -- 17.9 16.2 17.2 
1933 54.2 21.5 41.4 
1934 41;0 17.6 29.4 
1935 . ' 24.9 22.9 24.0 
1936 . . 29.9 8.7 20.9 
9. The average prices realised in Great 

Britain based on the records of sales reported 
under Statute to the Agency of the Board dur
ing the past twelve years are set out hereunder, 
together with progress information relative to 
the disposal of the crop from the currant har
vest for the period March I to June 30, 1937: 

Season 
1925 
192G .. 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 .. 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 .. 
1936 
1937 to 30th June 

Sultanas 
~verage 
Price 

£6'8 0 0 
64 11 9 
53 H 7 
35 3 10 
38 14 6 
41 16 5 
57 10 5 
47 15 3 
33 16 6 
36 13 9 
39 10 0 
42 17 8 
43 3 10 

Tons 
12,980 
11,442 
28,150 
11,100 
34;798 
30,612 
11,680 
14,303 
39.763 
22,069 
16,824 
19,200 

8:505 

CANADIAN STATISTICS 
I 0. The undermentioned table sets out the 

export of Dried Fruits produced in the Com
monwealth to the Dominion of Canada (the 
table being compiled-on the basis of tOns of 
2,240 lbs. each) :-
Season Sultanas IC'urrants Lexias Total 

Tons 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 

Tons Tons Tons 
261 406 109 
879 1.862 657 
708 2,199 149 

2,525 1,537 598 
5,529 1,560 346 
6,192 2,155 602 

11,680 2,216 687 
6,268 1,468 343 

11.406 2,226 896 
11.846 2.186 688 
13,329 2,107 694 

776 
3 398 
3,056 
4,660 
7,435 
8,949 

14,583 
8,079 

14,528 
14,720 
16,130 

In Appendix "A" to this report the detail 
of the shipments to Canada is disdosed, while. 
in Appendix ""D" fuller-information relative to 
the sources of supply of raisins and currants 
tO Canada is set out in detail. 

NEW ZEALAND STATISTICS 
11. ,The shipments of Australian Drie-d 

Fruits to New Zealand for the season 192 5 to 
1936 are shown in the following table:-
Season Sultanas Currants Lexias Total 

Tons Tons Tons Tons 
1925 1,113 351 23 1,487 
1926 1,427 310 11 1,748 
1927 1, 764 483 10 2,257 
1928 1,185 465 4 1,654 
1929 1,495 522 10 2.027 
1930 1,672 447 45 2,164 
1931 1,635 657 51 2,343 
1932 -- 2,698 597 48 3,343 
1933 1,245 461 36 1,742 
1934 2,271 693 -403 3,367 
1935 2,705 561 524. 3,790 
1936 . . . 2,887 621 486 3,994 
See also Appendix "A." 

The details of the total importations Of 
Dried Fruits to the Dominion of New Zealand 
for the calendar years ending December, 1931 
to 1936 inclusive, appear in Appendix ••B," 
which discloses the sources of production of 
Dried Fruits imported to the Dominion, to
gether with a statement showing the percen
tage of the requirements of New Zealand sup
plied from the Commonwealth. 

THE JUBILEE OF THE INDUSTRY 
12. It is appropriate that iu this Report 

attention should be drawn to the fact that 
(Continued on Page 10) 

Currants 
Average 

Tons Price 
6,280 £30 15 0 
8,097 37 16 5 
4,756 42 11 0 

586 55 12 6 
12 439 42 11 6 
13.u66 35 o 9 
10,472 41 10 6 

9,423 40 1 2 
10,870 34 0 0 
10,184 36 1 0 
13,179 30 3 6 

4.375 30 5 3 
2,317 33 3 2 

Lexias 
Average 

T-on.s Price 
3,210 £31 16 8 

645 38 15 3 
2,046 43 10 3 
'2,202 33 4 10 
2,918 28 1 6 
2,601 26 0 0 
3,328 35 1 8 

'730 30 18 8 
4,509 38 6 3 
2,596 33 4 8 

336 38 15 5 
2,309 40 8 10 

51 45 12 8 
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13th Annual Report of Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board 
(Continued from Page 9) 

the year 1937 marks the Jubilee of the estab
lishment of the Dried Fruits Industry in Aus
tralia in the year 1887, when Messrs. Chaffey 
Bros., natives of Canada, settle-d at Mildura 
and the foundations of the Dried Fruits In
dustry were laid. 

The event will be suitably celebrated at 
Mildura during the month of August, and, 
wlth a_ view to ensuring a record of the In
dustry during the past 50 years, the Austra
lian Dried Fruits Association has sponsored 
the publication of a work by a prominent 
Australian authoress, which work, under the 
title of "Water Into Gold," will tell the story 
of the Industry. 

The Board regards this as an opportunity 
for special effort in oversea markets, and has 
triade a substantial contribution to the cost of 
this work, and will send to each oversea Em
pire market numbers of copies of the volume 
especially directed to ensure the interest of 
leaders of public opinion and the dried fruits 
trade. 

Opportunity is taken to express congratu
lations to the thousands of settlers who have 
done so niuch to create in Australia an Indus
try which marks one of the most successful 
efforts in closer settlement in the Common
wealth. 

Attention is directed to the figures quoted 
in this Report relative to the increase in pro
duction over the last twelve years, and the 
BOard would repeat its opinion, expressed in 
earlier reports presented to Parliament through 
the Minister, that the maintenance of success 
for the Dried Fruits Industry of Australia 
depends to a large extent upon careful con
trol of the output. 

At the present time the areas planted with 
vines are sufficient for the production of 
80,000 tons of Sultanas, Lexias and Currants, 
and even with the slight increase in local con
sumption there is producing capacity for an 
exportable surplus of 65,000 tons. 

Th~ development of production to any 
material extent above the figures just quoted, 
even admitting the assistance given by the 
granting of preference by the United King
dom, Canada, and New Zealand, would be 
calculated to bring about considerable diffi
culties in the successful marketing not only 
of any such additiOnal production, but also 
of the 65,000 tons which must be exported 
and which would result from uniformly 
favourable conditions of production under 
existing acreage. 

THE CANADIAN AND NEW ZEALAND 
MARKETS 

13. _The outstanding feature of the year 
has been the additional support accorded to 
Australian Dried Fruits by the demand from 
Canada and New Zealand. 

During. the present season buyers in these 
important markets will have taken over 
20,000 tons of a total crop approximating 
some 70,500 tons. This support is of tl;te ut
most importance to the Industry, in so much 
as it relieves Australia from the possibility of 
a glut in the British market, which had hith
erto taken practically the whole of the export 
surplus of the Dried Vine Fruits produced in 
the Commonwealth. 

The re·sult has been most marked in that 
it has enabled the effective clearance of con
signments to Great Britain at a comparatively 
early date, and the passage of the fruit from 
the hallds of the agents to merchants,_ dealers 
and retailers while the fruit could be properly 
des_cribed as .. new season's" Australian Raisins 
or Currants, and in time for the special de
mand which develops from August to Octo
ber, and prior to the arrival of Mediterranean 
and American new season's fruit in the 
British market. 

This early clearance had been impossible in 
former years by reason of the weight of Aus
tralian supplies, but as the result of orderly 
marketing a great difference has been made 
in this disposal and financing of the export 
surplus. 

SALES POLICY 

14. Events of the last few years would 
appear to have justified to the fullest degree 
the selling arrangements obtaining for the 
marketing of Australian Dried Fruits in Can
ada and New Zealand, and such arrangements 
have had marked effect on the financing of 
the production and harvesting of a consider
able primary industry. 

In the British market, Dried- Fruits from 
all important producing centres .are Consigned 
to Agents, and recognising this position the 
Board has adopted a policy· of valuation, as 
fully explained in earlier reports, and has in 
recent years aimed at an appraisement of fruit 
which would ensure the disposal of the Aus
tralian crop within seven or eight months of 
the opening o.f the season, and within which 
period exports from Australia are properly 
classed as new se·ason's fruit, in contrast to 
the position of Mediterranean supplies, which 

DR. EARLE PAGE 

Minister for Commerce. 

are in effect old season's fruit at the time when 
the Australian crop comes on the market. 

This system ensures the disposal from first 
hands of Australian fruit in its primest con
dition, but it should be stressed that this does 
not involve the withdrawal from the con
sumer of retail supplies of Australian fruit at 
any period of the year. It does mean, how
ever, that the Australian producer is largely 
relieved frOm the position of being producer 
and merchant alike, and that the responsi
bility of carrying supplies of Australian fruit 
becomes the duty of the merchant importer 
and distributor. 

Erroneous statements have been made to 
the effect that the policy of the disposal of 
the Australian crop within six months of its 
arriVal in Great Britain may involve the ab
sence from the retail trade of supplies of Aus
tralian fruit throughout the year. There 
could be no greater error or mis-statement of 
the position. 

The policy of the Board has been to en
courag~ the clearance of the Australian fruit 
from the hands of the original owner-the 
producer-at a time when it is in its fines1t 
condition, and under circumstances which en
tailed the reticulation of supplies during the 
peak period of consumption. 

It can be confidently reiterated that at no 
period of the year is there an absence of sup
plie·s in retail hands, but to suggest that the 
Producer must undertake not only the culti
vation and preparation of the fruit, but must 
also hold supplies on consignment in Great 
Britain throughout the year, is to ignore the 
fact that the fruit tends to deteriorate by 
storage, and would also involve· the long ex
tended realisation of an annual harvest, with 
all its attendant cost of storage and financial 
load on the producer himself. 

It is a matter of great satisfaction that un
der the system of marketing organised by the 
Board that within six months of the first ship
ments of fruit to oversea markets the pro
ceeds of the harvest are largely available in 
cash, reducing interest charges and all other 
expenses which formerly obtained. 

The value of such improved methods has 
been particularly noticeable in the finances o{ 
the Industry during the past two or three 
years, and it is believed that such policy has 
the entire endorsement of responsible opinion 
throughout the Industry. 

THE MARKETS IN EASTERN 
COUNTRIES 

15. In earlier reports the Board has re
ferred to the many statements that have been 
made as to the consumptive capacity of the 
"teeming millions of the East." The simple 
fact is that the «teeming millions of the 
East" have not a sufficiently high standard 
of life to permit of buying what are virtually 
luxury foods to a people on a low -&;tandard 
of wage earning, and consequently a low 
standard of food consumption. 

It should be remembered that, with the 
cost of production of Dried Fruits in Aus
tralia under the· Australian standard Of life, 
that the retail prices of Sultanas, Lexias 
and/ or Currants cannot be the means of pro
viding cheap food to meet the Asiatic con
ditions. The peasant of India in his millions 
is not in a position to afford Dried Fruits at 
6d. p<r lb. 

Examination of the stat1st1cs made avail
able as to the importation of Dried Fruits into 
India, for example, discloses the fact that, 
while a certain tonnage appears in the classi
fied statistics of imports into India, that 
analysis reveals that the great proportion of 
such imports is represented by the· transfer of 
dates at a very low cost from adjacent Asiatic 
countries, and that the importation of Dried 
Vine Fruits such as fall within the scope of 
the Board's activities are practically negli
gible, and the Board reiterates its view that 
this phase of alleged Eastern demand has been 
over-stressed in quarters where the position 
had not been fully analysed. 

The consumption of Dried Fruits in Asiatic 
countries in particular is affected to a con
siderable extent by the production of certain 
Western Asiatic countries, such as Turkestan, 
at costs which are quite impossible under 
Australian standards. 

In Europe itself the quantity of Currants 
available from Greece has for many years 
been considerably above world requirements, 
and just as, for example, the Australian sugar 
producer has to meet in world competition 
the produce of countries such as Java or of 
the West Indian sugar-producing Colonies or 
States, so the Australian Dried Fruits pro
ducer meets in world competition the ever
present immense production of countries such 
as Greece, Turkey, United States of America, 
Crete, Turkestan, Afghanistan., and Spain. 

The simple fact is that the one important 
market open to the Australian producer lies 
within the Empire, and grateful acknowledg
ment is made of the efforts of successive 
Governments of Australia, which by recipro
cal trade treaties have assured to the Austra
lian producer magnificent support in Canada, 
in New Zealand, and in Great Britain itself. 
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THE EMPIRE MARKETS 

16. As shown in earlier p~ragraphs, it is 
possible for Australia to produce today 65,000 
:tons in excess of requirements of the domes

tic market. 

This quantity of 65,000 tons would repre

·sent 50 per cent. of the total requirements of 

,Great Britain, which approximate 125,000 

.tons per annum, of which fully 40 per cent., 
or 50,000 tons, represent imports of Cur

rants. 

As indicated, the whole of the consumption 
of Currants in Great Britain can be supplied 

from Greece, and represents only a limited 

proportion of the ·total production of Cur

rants in that country, under standards of life 

which are below Australian standards. 

It is, therefore, a matter of supreme im

portance to the Australian producer that by 

reason of reciprocal trade treaties the two 

Dominions of Canada and New Zealand are 
today purchasing from Australia 20,000 tons 

of the exportable surplus of the Conunon
wealth, thus reducing considerably the 65,000 

tons that might have to be shipped to the 

.British market. 

The Board can contemplate with confidence 

the absorption in the British market under 

present conditions of a quantity of up to 
45,000 tons of Australian-grown fruit, but if 
the support now forthcoming from the sister 
Dominions referred to were withdrawn, and 

the full quantity of the Australian surplus 

,consigned to Great Britain, it requires no fur
ther demonstration to indicate that there 

would be a slump in export prices which 

might be disastrous to the Industry, and would 

.certainly reduce the measure of prosperity 

presently attaching to Australian production. 

PUBLICITY IN OVERSEA MARKETS 

17. The Board notes from time to time 
·statements attributed alike to public men and 

also to visitors to other parts of the Empire 
on their return to Australia as to the measure 

of publicity directed to the furtherance, 

among other Australian products, of the Dried 
Fruits falling within the scope of the activi

ties of this Board. 

Much of the conunent referred to, while 
made obviously with the best intention, fails 
to realise what has been done for many years 
by this and kindred Boards. 

Perusal of the financial statements attached 
to each of the Reports of the Board will dis
close that for many years past the Board has 
expended the largest proportion of its revenue 
in furtherance of the interests of the Dried 
Fruit Producer by well conducted publicity in 
several important fields. 

It should be stressed that the expenditure 
in question is not public expenditure of Gov
ernment funds. It .is true that the Federal 
Government has assisted such funds in regard 
to the British market, but as far as is known 
no contributions have been made by State 
Governments, and, further, it should be em
pha_sised ~that the moneys so expended in pub
licity have been provided from the revenue of 
the Board, arising solely from the levies paid 
by the producers. 

For many years past the Board has ex
pended at least £20,000 per annum in pro~ 

rooting the sale of Australian Dried Fruits in 
Great Britain, while substantial contributions 
have been made to developing the trade in 

Cana.da, such contributions being not only in 
the form of £2,500 per annum paid by the 
growers of Australia through this Board to
wards the expense of maintaining an Austra
lian Trade Commissioner in the Dominion of 
Canada, but also in direct expenditure in ad
vertising, exhibitions, and press propaganda 
in that Dominion. 

In later years, and especially since the es
tablishment of an Australian Trade Commis
sioner in New Zealand, much work has been 
done in the form of sustained exhibits at all 
important centres in New Zealand. 

From the observations made and reported 
in the Australian Press it would appear that 
the expenditure of the growers' contributions 
along lines which commend themselves to this 
Board is regarded as being insufficient, and the 
commentators appear to envisage inunense 
expenditure, especially in Great Britain, far 
beyond the resources of the Industry, and are 
forgetful of the circumstances under which 
the Dried Fruits Industry is conducted as re
gards consumption in oversea markets. 

~'"""'""'""'"""'''"""'''''"'""'''"'''''''""'''"'''''"''''''''''''''''''''·~ 

Dried Fruits Export ' 
Control Act, 1924 to 1935 

Statement by the Minister Regarding 
the Operation of the Act 

In presenting the Thirteenth Report 

of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Ex

port Control Board, I draw attention to 
the fact that this year marks the 5Oth 

Anniversary of the establishment of this 

important primary industry in the Com
monwealth. 

Members of the Commonwealth Parlia-

ment have, during the past few weeks, 

had the opportunity of reading the work 

entitled "Water into Gold._" The history 

of the dried fruits industry is set out in 
that volume, and the story of the work of 

the pioneers which it presents is a record 

of initiative, courage and achievement 

worthy of any people. It is a matter 

of profound satisfaction that the indus

try is firmly established-a circumstance 

which is primarily due to the methods of 

orderly marketing made possible by leg

islation passed in 1924 by this Parlia-

ment. 

The quiet and sustaine·d work of the 

Control Board is again recorded in the 

Report now presented. I conunend it 

to the attention of Parliament and of all 
interested in ihe development of Aus

tralia. 
EARLE PAGE. 

Minister for Commerce. 

''''''"""'''""'"""'""""'"""'""'''""'""'""""'"""""'""""'"" 

For example, a very large proportion of 
Dried Fruits sold in Great .Britain is not dis
posed of by retail sale, but is used in the mass 
production of cakes and other foodstuffs, sold 
not as Dried Fruits, but sold in a manufac
tured state to the consumer. 

For a term of years intensive cultivation 
of the retail trade has been carried out, with 
the re·sult that the merits of Australian Dried 
Fruits are known to practically the whole of 
the retail trade in Great Britain through the 
merchants, dealers, brokers and distributors 
of the Motherland. 

It is appropriate that .at this stage of this 
Report adequate recognition should be given 

11 

to the work of the Australian Trade PubliCity 
Committee, and especially to the work of the 
Director of Trade Publicity 'in Great Britain, 
Mr. Arthur E. Hyland, operating with com" 
plete sympathy and support of the High 
Commissioner for Australia in the United 
Kingdom and of the several Agents~General, 
who are in a position to judge of the 'quiet 
success of this intensive work. '''~ 

Where visiting statesmen have been able to 
spare time in their crowded programmes dur
ing visits to Great Britain, every opportunity 
has been taken to show the work in detail, 
and always to the satisfaction of those who 
were able to give time to close inspection of 
the work whic·h is being carried on quietly but 
most effectively. 

FINANCE 
18. The rates of levy recommended by the 

Board in terms of the Dried Fruits Export 
Charges Act and subsequently prescribed by 
Statutory Rule for the season 1937 were as 
follows:-

On Sultanas 
On Currants 
On Lexias 

9d. per cwt. 
6<1. per cwt. 
6d. per cwt. 

.0804d. per lb. 

.0536d. per lb. 

.0536d. per lb. 

Attached hereto is a detailed audited state
ment of Income and Expenditure for the year 
ending 30th June, 1937, and a Balance Sheet 
as at 30th June, 1937. 

At the Ist July, 1936, the balance carried 
forward from the operations of earlier years 
was £8,289/6/5. The income during the 
year amounted to £32,742,/19/10, and the 
expenditure was £37,514/13/0, the excess of 
expenditure over income being £4,771/13/2. 

The expenditure included the following 
principal items:-

Administrative expenses in Aus-
tralia . . . . . . . . -- . . . . . . £3,M5 4 3 

Administrative expenses in Great 
Britain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,190 0 0 

Development of Canadian and 
New Zealand markets, includ
ing contributions to the Com
monwealth Government in re
spect to the operations of the 
Australian Trade Gommissioner 
in Canada . . . . . . . . . ... -- 3,802 8 3 

Inve,stigations in Australia under
taken on behalf of the Board 
by the Gommonweaith Council 
for .Scientiiic and Industrial 
Re·search . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,800 0 o 

Development of the markets in 
the United Kingdom through 
the Australian Joint Trade Pub-
licity Scheme . . . . . . . . . . 20,000 0 0 

As pointed out in this Report, the whole 
of the revenue of the Board is derived from 
levies on growers. The rates of levy for the 
year were determined, having regard to the 
accumulation of revenue during earlier years 
and following on action in the season 1936, 
the Board continued to reconunend levies at 
relatively low figures. In view of the fact 
that the accumulated balance as at the 30th 
June, !937, has been reduced to £3,517 /!3/3, 
the amount levied per ton may be slightly in~ 
creased during the coming year in order that 
full provision be made for the necessary 
expenditure in maintaining the developmental 
work in the principal oversea markets. 

GENERAL 
19. The Board again records its thanks 

to the staff at Melbourne and London, and 
places on record the valuable assistance afford
ed by the High Commissioner in Great Britain 
and the Trade Commissioners for Australia in 
Canada and New Zealand and their respective 
staffs. 

Throughout the history of the Board the 
officers of the various Commonwealth Depart
ments have rendered uniform assistance, which 
is gratefully acknowledged. 

ALEX. F. BELL, 
Acting Chairman. 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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(Continued from Page 11) APPENDIX A 

(a) The quantity of dried fruits 
seasons 1931 to 1936-

harvested and processed for the 

Sultanas 
Currants 
Lexias . 

Total .. 

1931 1932 
Tons 
26,395 
17,480 
6,674 

Tons 
36,706 
17,268 
4,527 

1933 
Tons 
63,816 
16,469 
7,547 

1934 
Tons 
44,459 
17,896 
7,236 

1935 
Tons 
40,221 
21,018 
5,665 

1936 
Tons 
43,680 
12,336 
7,026 

. 50,549 58,501 77,832 69,5.91 66,904 62,942 

(b) The production of the several classes of dried fruits for the 

seasons 1931 to 1936 

Victoria . . . 
Sth. Australia . 
N.S.W ... 
West Aust. 

1931 
Tons 

29,706 
15,370 

3,241 
2,232 

1932 1933 
Tons Tons 

ALL GRADES 
34,619 
17,874 
3,737 
2,271 

49,929 
20,076 

5,603 
2,224 

1934 
Tons 

40,788 
21,314 

5,618 
1,871 

1935 
Tons 

37,802 
21,911 
4,455 
2,736 

1936 
Tons 

38,627 
16,195 

5,298 
2,822 

Total .•.... 50,549 58,501 77,832 69,591 66,904 62,942 

Victoria 
Sth. Australia 
N.S.W .... 
W. Australia 

Total . 

Victoria . . . . 
Sth. Australia 
N.S.W ..... 
W. Australia 

Total .. 

Victoria . . . . 
Sth. Australia . 
N.S.W ... , 
W. Australia . 

Total .... 

17,938 
5.779 
2,454 

224 

26,395 

7,772 
7,435 

573 
1,700 

17,480 

3,996 
2,156 

214 
308 

6,674 

SULTANAS 
24,805 37,922 

8,553 10,814 
2,985 4,635 

363 445 
---

36,706 63,816 

CURRANTS 
7,143 7,604 
8,084 6,617 

572 696 
1,469 1,552 
----
17,268 16,469 

LEXIAS 
2,671 4,403 
1,237 2,645 

180 272 
439 227 
---

4,527 7,547 

29,656 
10,040 

4,436 
327 

44,459 

7,309 
8,415 

879 
1,293 

17,896 

3,823 
2,859 

303 
251 

7,236 

25,609 
11,023 

3,143 
446 

40,221 

8,658 
9,248 
1,008 
2,104 

21,018 

3,535 
1,640 

304 
186 

5,665 

30,258: 
8,615· 
4,242• 

465: 

43,580· 

3,870• 
5,701 

689• 
2,076. 

12,336: 

4,499· 
1,879• 

36'i 
281 

7,026. 

NOTE.-For earlier years, 1925 to 1930, inclusive, see 12th Annuat 
Report. 

(c) The quantity of dried fruits exported from Australia, showing destinations, for the seasons 1931 to 1936:-

Great Britain-· 
London . 
Liverpool . 
Manchester 
Bristol . . 
Hull .. . 
Glasgow . . . 

Total ... . 
Canada ... . 
New Zealand . 
Other Destina-

tions . 

Total ... · 

Great Britain
London .. 
Liverpool . 
Manchester . 
Bristol . . . 
Hull . , .. 
Glasgow . .. 

Total ... . 
Canada ... . 
New Zealand . 
Other Destina· 

ations . . . 

1931 
Tons 

19,173 
4,971 

50 
393 
160 
733 

25,480 
. 8,949 
. 2,343 

' 1,194 

. 37,966 

8,176 
2,754 

35 
216 

63 
436 

11,680 
6,192 
1,635 

647 

1932 1933 
Tons Tons 

ALL GRADES 

18,826 
4,319 

231 
337 
241 
502 

24,456 
14,583 

3,343 

883 

38,649 
11,947 

479 
1,714 

385 
1,968 

55,142 
8,079 
1,742 

764 

43,265 65,727 

SULTANAS 

10,956 
2,560 

165 
188 
144 
290 

14,303 
11,680 

2,698 

366 

26,452 
9,580 

401 
1,477 

300 
1,553 

39,763 
6,268 
1,245 

288 

1934 
Tons 

23,875 
6,998 

519 
948 
480 

2,029 

34,849 
14,528 

3,367 

978 

53,722 

14,250 
4,913 

403 
594 
350 

1,559 

22,06~ 
11,406 

2,271 

376 

1935 
Tons 

19,557 
7,023 

720 
1,614 

397 
1,028 

30,339 
14,720 

3,790 

991 

49,840 

10,150 
4,451 

391 
937 
239 
656 

16,824 
11,846 

2,705 

436 

1936 
Tons 

18,999 
4,021 

648 
933 
396 
887 

25,884 
16,130 

3,994 

845 

46,853 

13,092 
3,427 

584 
882 
345 
870 

19,200 
13,329 

2,887 

389 

Total .. , . , , 20,154 29,047 47,564 36,122 31,811 35,805 

Great Britain
London .. 
Liverpool . 
Manchester . 
Bristol . . . 
Hull .. 
Glasgow .. 

Total ... . 
Canada ... . 
New Zealand . 
Other Destina· 

ations ... 

Total .... 

Great Britain
London ... 
Liverpool . 
Manchester . 
Bristol . . . 
Hull , , , . , 
Glasgow .. 

Total ... . 
Canada ... . 
New Zealand . 
Other Destina-

tions . 

Total .... 

7,900 
2,007 

15 
163 
90 

297 

10,472 
2,155 

657 

503 

13,787 

3,097 
210 

14 
7 

3,328 
602 
51 

44 

4,025 

CURRANTS 

7,341 
1,574 

66 
133 
97 

212 

9,423 
2,216 

597 

489 

12,725 

7,987 
2,089 

78 
216 
85 

415 

10,870 
1,468 

461 

444 

13,243 

LEXIAS 

529 4,210 
185 278 
- -
16 21 

730 4,509 
687 343 

48 36 

28 32 
---

1,493 4,920 

7,403 
1,802 

102 
292 
115 
470 

10,184 
2,226 

693 

579 

13,682 

2,222 
283 
14 
62 
15 

2,596 
896 
403 

23 

3,918 

9,086 
2,562 

329 
672 
158 
372 

13,179 
2,186 

561 

527 

16,453 

321 
10 

5 

336 
688 
524 

28 

1,576 

3,807' 
39l! 

64 
44 
51 
17 

4,37~ 
2,107' 

621 

43l! 

7,53~ 

2,100· 
202 

7 

2,309 
694 
486 

24 

3,513 

NOTE.-For earlier years, 1925 to 1930 inclusive, see 12th Annual 
Report. 

APPENDIX B. 

NEW ZEALAND 

The following table records the latest official data relative to the total importations of dried fruits to the Dominion of New Zealand and to 
the proportion of the trade secured by the Australian dried fruits producer:- ., 

Year ending 31st December. 
1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 
Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons 

IMPORTATIONS OF CURRANTS, SULTANAS AND RAISINS 
Total Imports into 

N. Zealand . Tons 5,019 5.273 4.303 4,522 5,295 5,511 ---------------------------Total Imports from 
Australia . . Tons 2,663 

Percentage 53 
3,232 

61.3 
1,724 

40 
3,472 
76.78 

IMPORTATIONS OF CURRANTS 
Imports into New 

Zealand . . Tons 728 633 538 7 44 

Imports from 
Australia . Tons 680 592 

'9i\.l'i 
511 
95 

706 
94.95 Percentag.e 93.4 ~ ___ ~ 

Imports from 
Greece . Tons 48 

Percentage 6.6 
40 
6.3 

27 
5 

38 
5.05 

4,067 
76.81 

597 

588 
98.48 

9 
1.52 

4,121 
74.8 

781 

779 
99.8 

2 
,2 -----------------------

Imports from other 
Countries . Tons 

Percentage 
1 
.2 

IMPORTATIONS OF SULTANAS AND RAISINS 
Imports into New 

Zealand . . Tons 4,291 4,640 3,765 3,778 4,698 4,730 
---------------------------Imports from Aus-

tralia . . . Tons 1,983 
Percentage 46.2 

2,640 
56.9 

1,213 
32.2 

2,766 
73.22 

3,479 
74.05 

3,342 
70.7 -----------------------Imports from 

Turkey . . Tons 
Percentage 

Imports from 
Spain . . . Tons 11 

Percentage .3 

39 
.8 

10 
.2 

11 
.3 

6 
.2 

6 
.16 

1 
.02 

124 
2.& 

--------------~-----------Imports from 
U.S.A. . , . . Tons 2,292 

Percentage 53.4 -~-~ _ ---· 
1,951 

421 
2,533 

67.3 
1,006 
26.62 

1,218 
25.93 

1,264 
26.7 

Imports from other 
Countries . Tons 

Percentage 
5 

.1 
2 

NOTE.-For earlier years, 1925 to 1930 inclusive, see 12th Allnual 
Report. 
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APPENDIX C. 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Imports and Consumption. 

·CURRANTS 
From Foreign Coun-

tries . • . . • • • • • 
.From British Coun-

tries . . . .- • . • • • 

·Total ......... . 
Imports ....• , •• 
.Entered for Home 

Con~sumption 

RALSINS-
.From Spain , . 
From Greece . 
From Crete ..• 
.From Turkey . • 
.From U.S.A ..... 
.From Other Foreign 

Countries . 
·Total Foreign 

Countries . 

·:From S. Africa 
From Australia . . 
,From Other British 

Countries . 
'Total British 

Countries ..••• 

1931 
Cwt. 

844,080 

209,224 

Year Ending 31st December 
QUANTITWS 

1932 1933 1934 1935 
Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. 

953,929 811,396 970,167 873,826 

183,783 222,732 208,429 259,189 

1936 
Cwt. 

960,177 

91,474 

1,053,304 1,137, 712 1,034,128 1,178.596 1,133,015 1,051,651 

1,075.903 1,132,046 1,000,977 1,149,930 1,122,379 1,042,841 

131,996 
26,590 
36,467 

106,058 
456,427 

55,055 

130,951 
63,736 
67,395 

404,326 
453,733 

188,200 

72,648 
63,897 
57,089 

174,792 
264,588 

17,558 

105,969 
52,046 
53,738 

147,955 
281,789 

9,7·75 

114,246 
159,548 

224,751 
376,735 

120,552 

6·7 ,192 
146,740 

235,652 
402.696 

72.597 

812,593 1,308,341 650,572 651,272 995,832 924,877 
-- --- --- --- --- ---

54,502 57,562 82,951 50,449 72,608 75,882 
374,909 301,492 871,137 488,996 355,314 429,484 

6,307 10,800 2,340 1,355 3,280 6,901 -- --- --- --- --- ---
435,718 369,854 956,428 540,800 431,202 512,267 

·Total Imports ••• 1,248,311 1,678,195 1,607,0.00 1,192,072 1,427,034 1,437,144 
Entered for Home 

Consumption ••• 1,170,379 1,672,513 1,505,034 1,177,508 1,396,116 1,411,804 

CURRANTS-
From Foreign Coun~ 

tries • • , • • • 
From British Coun

tries • • 

Total ••• 

RAISINS
From Spain 
From Greece 
From Crete • 
From TurkeY 
From U.S.A. 
From Other Foreign 

Countries • 

VALUE 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 

1,730,226 1,877,804 1,579,313 1,728,(}41 1,366,734 1,438,275 

423,524 402,194 444,032 415,383 508,169 126,9!6 

2,153,75{1 2,279,998 2,023,345 2,143,424 1,874,903 1,565,271 

291,116 
75,369 

105,226 
265,585 
777,126 

79,975 

244,218 
152,142 
164,768 
755,658 
861.850 

294,490 

196,114 
134,300 
116,233 
261,672 
406,204 

17,189 

214,017 
108,212* 
116,737 
236,294 
409,104 

14.641 

209,970 149,903 
285,589* 275.390 

306,780 319,341 
511.310 561,760 

131,800 79,067 

Totail Foreign Coun-
tries • . • . • . 1,594,397 2,4'73,126 1,131,712 1,099,005 1,445,449 1,385,461 

From South Africa . 
From Australia . . 
From Other British 

Countries . 

Total BriUsh Coun-

119,318 
776,760 

12,050 

135,955 161,777 
705,388 1,869,158 

22,{)07 2,474 

78,593 
933,521 

1,308 

111,980 
722,750 

2,597 

120,451 
807,814 

4,473 

tries . • • • • • 908,128 863,350 2,033,409 1,013,422 837,327 932,738 

Total . . .. 2,5(}2,525 3,336,476 3,165,121 2,112,427 2,282,776 2,318,199 

• Including Crete 
NOTE.-For earlier years, 1925 to 1930 inclusive, see 12th Annual Report. 

APPENDIX D. 

CANADA 

Importations of currants and raisins in long tons· for the fiscal years 

.ended 31st March, 1931 to 1937:-

Year ended 31st March. 

1831 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 

TOTALS 
Imports into 

Canada. Tons 18,457 17,620 18,394 13,860 18,887 18,499 20,058 

Imports from Aus~ 
tralia . . Tons 6,487 

Percentage 35 

Imports from 
U.S.A. . Tons 11,237 

Percentage 61 

9,868 14,013 

56 76.1 

7,295 
41 4 

3,909 

21.3 

7,971 13,927 14,324 15,997 

57.5 73.74 77.43 79.8 

4,718 

34 

4,090 

21.65 

3,467 

18.74 

3,531 

17.6 
-------------------------

Imports from 
Greece . Tons 340 29 

Percentag.e 1.8 .16 

Imports from 
Turkey . Tons 65 8 

58 

.31 

45 
.24 

40 

.3 

14 
,07 

7 

.04 
11 
.1 

17 
.1 Percentage .35 .04 _____ __:_~_ 

21 

.2 
15 

.08 

14 
.07 

Imports from Br. 
S. Africa . Tons - 77 

Percentage 

Imports from 
Spain .. Tons 

Percentage 

Imports from Gt. 
Britain . . Tons 

Percentage 

.44 

188 

1.06 

151 
.85 

40 
. 22 

!32 

.72 

197 
1.08 

312 
2.2 

98 
.7 

700 

5 

277 
1.47 

121 
.64 

442 
2.35 

290 
1.57 

115 
.62 

282 

1.53 

332 
1.6 

6 

164 

.8 

Imports into CURRANTS 
Canada . . Tons 2,064 2,457 2,283 1,554 2,252 2,512 2,084 

Imports from 
Australia . Tons 1,712 2,426 2,225 1,451 2,237 2,483 2,073 

Percentage 83 98.7 97.4 83.4 99.33 98.86 99.4 

Imports from 
U.S.A .. Tons 

Percentage 

Imports from 

13 
.6 

1 
.04 

1 
.06 • .03 

Greece . . Tons 330 29 58 46 14 6 11 
Percentage 16 1.2 2.5 2.5 .61 .23 .6 

Imports from Gt. 
Britain . Tons 

Percentage 
1 

.04 
62 

4 

Imports into RAISINS 

il 
.03 

23 
.91 

Canada .. Tons 16,393 15,163 16,111 12,306 16,635 15,987 17,974 

Imports from 
Australia . Tons 4,775 7,442 ll,788 6,520 11,690 11,841 13,924 

Percentage 29 49 73.1 53 70.28 74.07 77.5 

Imports from 
U.S.A ... Tons 11,224 7,294 3,909 4,717 4,090 3,467 3,531 

Percentage 68 48 24.2 38.3 24.58 21.69 19.7 

Imports from 
Turkey .. Tons 65 8 45 21 15 14 17 

Percentage .4 .05 .28 .3 .09 .08 .1 

Imports from Br . 
S. Africa . Tons - 77 40 312 277 290 332 

Percentage .5 .25 2.5 1.66 1.81 1.8 

Imports from 
Spain . . Tons 

Percentage 

Imports from Gt. 

188 
1.25 

132 
.82 

Britain • . Tons - 150 197 
Percentage 1 1.22 

98 
.8 

638 
5.1 

121 
.73 

442 
2.66 

115 
.72 

259 
1.62 

6 

164 
.9 

NOTE.--For earlier-years, 1925 to 1936 inclusive, see 12th Annual Report. 

1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 

APPENDIX E. 

SHIPMENTS TO EASTERN MARKETS 

JAVA CEYLON CHINA 

Sul· Cur- Lex- Sul- Cur- Lex- Sul- Cur- Lex-
tanas rants ias Total tanas rants ias Total tanas rants ias 

Tons 
95 
98 
83 
86 

102 
85 

Tons 
125 
128 

81 
106 
129 
117 

Tons 
10 

5 
6 
5 
3 
4 

Tons 
230 
231 
170 
197 
234 
206 

Tons 
123 

99 
118 
202 
203 
181 

Tons 
13 
21 
15 
24 
21 
22 

Tons 
6 
7 
6 

11 
9 
8 

Tons 
142 
127 
139 
237 
233 
211 

Tons 
165 
125 

45 
39 
63 
55 

Tons 
35 
42 
31 
37 
42 
41 

Tons 
23 
12 
15 

3 
8 
9 

Total 
Tons 

223 
179 

91 
79 

113 
105 

INDIA 

Sul- Cur- Lex
tanas rants ias 

Tons Tons Tons 
12 20 1 
9 19 2 
9 54 3 
7 55 1 

11 87 3 
28 56 2 

Other Eastern Markets Grand 
Total 

Sul- Cur- Lex~ 
Total tanas rants ias Total 

Tons 
33 
30 
66 
63 

101 
~6 

Tons 
29 
33 
32 
38 
47 
29 

Tons 
27 
46 
29 
42 
47 
30 

Tons 
4 
2 
2 
3 
2 
1 

Tons 
60 
81 
63 
83 
96 
60 

Tons 
688 
648 
529 
659 
777 
668 

NOTE.-For earlier years, 1925 to 1930, inclusive see 12th Annual Report. Continued on Page 14) 
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continued from Page 13J DRIED FRUITS CONlROL BOARD 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1937. 

To Board Members-Australia-
Fees ........... . 
Travelling Expenses .. 

, Board Members-Londoo.-
Fees .............. · · 

Staff Salaries and Allowances
Australia . . . . . . 
London ............. . 

, Rent-Australia .. 
London ..... . 

., Cablegrams, Telegrams and Postage
Australia . . . . . . 
LOndon ............... . 

, Exchange on London Remittances . . . . 
, General Expenses, including Printing, 

Stationery, Office Requisites, Tele
phone, Lighting and Heating, Travel~ 
ling Expenses and Sundries-

£ s. d. 
549 15 1 
701 19 4 

1735 1 10 
5061 5 0 

156 0 0 
890 0 0 

156 5 3 
152 1 1 

Australia . . . . . . 266 2 9 
London . . . . . . . . 376 13 11 

, Depreciation-Office Furniture--
Australia ......... . 
London ............. . 

Contributions-
Joint Publicity Scheme in Great Britain 
Development of Canadian and New 

Zealand Markets . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Dried Fruits Investigations in Australia 

10 0 0 
5 3 0 

£ s .. d 

1251 14 5 

710 0 0 

6796 6 10 

1046 0 0 

308 6 4 
1141 17 6 

642 16 8 

15 3 0 

20,000 0 0 

3,802 8 3 
1,800 0 0 

£37,514 13 0 

£ s. d. 
By Export Levies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Interest-Australia . . . . . . 125 6 0 
London . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 3 10 

., Recovery of Legal Expenses .. 
, Sundry ·collections, London .. 
, Balance ........... . 

(Note.-London Items are shown in sterling) 
Examined and found to be in accordance with the books and documents produced. 

£ s .. d'. 
31,362 15 10· 

135 3 10• 
179 1 5 . 

1,065 18 9· 
4,771 13 2: 

£37,514 13 0> 

(Sgd.) H. C. BROWN, 
Auditor·General for the Commonwealth. 

30th August, 1937. 

(Sgd) ALEX. F. BELL, 
Acting Chairman. 

(Sgd.) R A. MARX, 
Secretary. 

DRIED FRUITS CONTROL BOARD 
BALANCE SHEET AT 30TH JUNE, 1937 

LIABILITIES 

Sundry Creditors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Outstanding contribution to Joint Pub
licity Scheme in Great Britain.) 

Accumulated Funds-

£ s. d. 

Balance Brought Forward . . . . . . 8,289 6 5 
Less Excess of Expenditure over 
Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 4,771 13 2 

£ s. d. 
3,500 0 0 

3,517 13 3 

ASSETS 

Cash at Bank-Melbourne . . . . . . . . . . 
London .... 

Cash on Hand-Melbourne .. 
London .... 

Fixed Deposit- Commonwealth Bank 
Melbourne ......... . 
Interest Accrued . . . . . . 

Deposits-London (Telephone) .. 
Levies Receivable . . . . . . . . . . 
Postage Stamps on Hand . . . . 
Office Furniture and Equipment-

£ s. d. 
653 14 0 
479 1 0 

1,132 15 0 
2 0 0 

15 0 0 

5,000 0 0 
38 19 0 

London (less depreciation) . . . . . . 114 19 0 
Australia (less depreciation) . . . . . 90 0 0 

£7,017 13 3 

(Note.-London Items are shown in sterling) 
Examined and found to be in accordance with the books and documents produced. 

£ s. d. 

1,149 15 () 

5,038 19 (} 
2 0 0· 

616 7 3 
5 13 () 

204 19 0· 

£7,017 13 3 

(Sgd.) H. C. BROWN, 
Auditor·General for the Commonwealth. 

30th August, 1937. 

(Sgd) ALEX. F. BELL, 
Acting Chairman. 

(Sgd.) R. A. MARX, 
Secretary. 

CONTROL OF OIDIUM 
Do not be tempted to experiment with "so called" Colloidal Sulphurs, merely because 
they may be cheap to buy. 

The efficacy of a Colloidal Sulphur is dependent on its physical fineness and most of the 
cheaper brands consist of very coarse particles and cannot possibly give the grower a 
reasonable control. 

COOPER'S COLLOIDAL SULPHUR 
is the original and genuine Colloidal Sulphur, the particle size of which is less than 
1/50,000 of an inch. Cooper's costs more to buy, but is infinitely cheaper in the long run. 

BE SURE YOU ASK FOR COOPER'S 

You may mix it with your Bordeaux and save valuable time. 

Sold in 3-lb. and 7 -lb. jars and 28-lb. kegs, and obtainable from Packing Houses and Agents everywhere. 
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Victorian State Conference 
Dangers To The Industry 

Necessity For Unity~~~DistributionmClassing~~~ 
Over~Production 

The conference, under the chairmanship of Mr. A. L. Johnstone, was held 
at Red Cliffs. Delegates from all Victorian branches and those branches in 
districts adjacent to Victorian packing centres along the Murray wexe present. 

The main feature of the conference was the 
.desire of growers' representatives tD hear, from 
their elected leaders, some indication of the 
position of the industry and the potentialities 
.of the near future. 

In a general explanation of the position, 
members of the Board of Mana gem en t present 
impressed on the conference· the necessity of 
holding the position by agreement un:til legis
lative action, in course of exploration, was de
:fined. The industry realised that tolerance of 
the opportunists in its ranks might reach 
breaking point, but, in view of the fact that, 
.despite repeated <;1.ttacks from certain buying 
groups, and those whose actions were detri
mental to loyal growers, the Association sales 
were ahead of those of last year; the Associa
-tion would not cd:me to world's parity unless 
forced to by the actions of others. 

The industry would not, however, tolerate 
.a position whereby its loyal members were at 
a disadvantage in holding to a principle. The 
whole position could be mended by one hun
.dred per cent. of the growers being loyal. It 
is the duty of all in the industry to use every 
influence to bring about this condition. The 
:need for legislation is paramount, and every 
.effort should be made to bring this about. 

After discussion, the conference expressed 
full confidence in the Board of Management 
~o handle the case for the industry. 

DISTRIBUTION 
The question of distribution was discussed 

.and so many aspects were involved that the 

.conference decided it was a matter for the 
_Board to watch as the problems facing the in
dustry developed. The trend of the discussion 
indicated that the policy of the Board last 
year, in the face of action by certain interests, 
was approved as being in the best interests of 
growers. 

A very pertinent point in the discussion re
garding the resignation of the organiser (Mr. 
]. Stewart), who had accepted another posi
tion, and the generai policy of organising, was 
that, at this critical period, the industry need
.ed every grower to apostula te the virtues of 
unity. This subject is listed for discussion at 
Federal Council meeting. 

CLASSING 
A drastic- departure from the system of 

packing house employees classing fruit at the 

door has been approved of in the Mildura dis
trict. The scheme to date is that the present 
classers shall be eligible to apply for appoint
ment by the Department of Commerce and 
shall work under its jurisdiction, an arrange
ment being made for the packing companies 
to re-imburse the Department in regard to 
salaries. Such classers to be allotted at the dis
cretion of the Department, and moved from 
locality to locality without notice. 

The proposal was referred to a committee of 
the Mildura District Council to make :final 
details, the decisions to be sent to the other 
Victorian units associated with the conference 
for agreement or comment. As State Board 
action was involved in order to complete the 
scheme, no finality was possible. A full report 
will be published later when arrangements are 
completed. A particular point from the discus
sion was that the alteration of the system of 
classing is the mutual desire of both the 
grower and the packing interests. 

The following other items were discussed:-
Supervisors and Inspectors be changed 

annually.-Resolved that the Department of 
Commerce be approached to tranfer Supervis
ors and Inspectors annually . 

OrganiSers to visit. Bungunyah.-After a 
general discussion by delegates, it was decided 
that the matter be listed for discussion at 
Federal Council. 

Publicity Campaign in Great Britain.-Mr. 
P. Malloch displayed some advertising matter 
which was now being used in Great Britain 
and which emphasised Australian produce. 

Lexia Pool, 1936.-Resolved (Cavendish
Davey) ,that the matter be listed for discus
sion at Federal Council. This is in connection 
with a final payment of £4/15/ per ton on 
lexias in the Mildura district, whereas packers 
generally had anticipated approximately £2 
per ton. It is anticipated that a full explana
tion of the question will be made by the agency 
side at the next Federal Council meeting. The 
contention of those who introduced the sub
ject was that the interest involved on between 
three and four thousand tons at £2/15/- per 
ton over the period of delay was an important 
item to growers. It was felt that, as it was a 
rare occurrence, there was a reasonable explan
ation for the position and that the detatls 

Irymple Packing Pty. Limited 
OPERATING AT 

MILDURA MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST 

LAND AND INSURANCE AGENTS 

SUPPLIERS OF VINEYARD REQillREMENTS 

E. J. ROBERTS 

Governing Director 

P. MALLOCH 
Manager 
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A.D.F.A. CHAIRMAN AT 
RENMARK MEETING 

The Voluntary Agreement 

In the course of an address at the Agricul
tural Bureau recently, Mr. H. D. Howie went 
on to make reference to the voluntary agree
ment that had -been drawn up, to safeguard 
the industry in the absenc:e of legislative con
trol. A;fter much negotiation, he said, they 
had managed to get most of the dealers sign
ed up. Though two dealers, representing some 
800 tons, remained out, they had felt war
ranted in going ahead with it. 

rrlt made me wonder," said the A.D.F.A. 
chairman, ttwhen one realised that the grow
ers who sold to those dealers who would not 
observe the export quota were enobling them 
to make anything from £15 to £20 per ton 
profit on the home market. Such growers 
were selling their birthright. Besides bring
ing on themselves the odium of being dis
loyal to their fellow growers they were also 
being very foolish in handing over to the 
agent such an easy living." 

In view of the operations of the dealers 
referred to, the speaker knew that there was 
a certain restlessness among the signatories to 
the agreement. A joint committee had been 
formed to administer the agreement and at the 
June meeting it was shown that there had been 
considerable over-selling. Thus, adjustments 
would have to be made, and the test of the 
efficacy of the agreement would he the manner 
in which these adjustments were met. 

If the voluntary agreement was unworkable 
the industry would have to fall back on the 
governments, and Mr. Howie referred to the 
recent agricultural Advisory Council meeting 
in Brisbane having passed a resolution reaffirm
ing the principle of organised marketing and 
formed a sub-committee to go into the posi
tion resulting from the defeat of the referen
dum. He thought that if the necessity arose 
they would succeed in getting one of the two 
schemes put forward by the Council, one of 
which embraced a levy and bounty, though 
this would entail the co-operation of States. 
However, he was hopeful that the present 
voluntary agreement would work out satisfac
torily. 

would be of inte·rest and might warrant an al
teration of the system. 

Harvesting Labor.-A general discussion 
took place on the conditions applying in the 
different districts. This involved the question 
of rail fares to certain areas and the policy of 
the Victorian SustenanCe Department. 

Further plantings of vine fruits.-Resolved 
that the subject be listed for discussion at 

Federal Council. 
Election of Executive.-The following were 

elected as the executive for the ensuing 12 
months: Messrs. A. Rawlings, S. R. Mansell, 
G. Wake, A. MacKinnon and P. Malloch, and 
Messrs. G. L. Miles and H. H. Goodman, from 
Mid-Murray Valley, with Mr. A. L. Johnstone 
(chairman) an ex-officio member. 

Election of Delegates to Federal CounciL
The following Delegates were elected to at
tend the next Federal Council meeting: Red 
Cliffs-Messrs. D. J. Charles, W. Cavendish, 
A. McKinnon, G. Wake. Mildura-Messrs. C. 
Hall, A. L. Johnstone, E. J. Roberts. Merbein
Messrs. G. L. Hardie, A. Rawlings, G. Hynd
man. Woorinen-Mr. H. H. Goodman. Nyah 
-Mr. J. W. A. McGregor. Curlwaa-Mr. L. 
B. O'Donnell. Coomealla-Mr. R. C. A. Law
son. Bungunyah-To be notified to Mr. Sum
ner. 

Place of next Annual State Conference.
It was agreed that the next Annual State Con
ference be held at Coomealla. 
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The 1937 Federal Council 
Draft Agenda 

The following is the draft agenda for the 
Council meeting, to bfi held at the Commer
cial Travellers' Club, Melbourne, on October 
27th. A reference is made in the Board of 
M.anagement minutes to the possibility of 
SO:J;Ue alteration being made in these· arrange
ments, due to the infantile paralysis epi
demic, but to date no information is to hand 
that indicates any necessity for an alteration 
c?£ the place of meeting. 

The agenda reads:

ROUTINE 
. ( 1) Ele~tion of Chairman, Federal Council; 

(2) Privacy of proceedings; (3) Appoint
ment of Committees-(a) Resolution revision 
(b) Press. 

ORGANISATION 
( 4) Election of . Board of Management; 

( 5) All~wance·s and expenses; ( 6) Secretary's 
report; (7) Head office accounts; (8) Board 
~f ~anagement's report; (9) Organiser's re
port; (10) "Dried Fruits News," monthly 
publication (Board) ; ( 11) Organiser 
(Board); (12) A.D.F.A. publicity: Consider
ation· 'of the· continued use of the -publicity 
vans (Board); (13) Constitution· of the Vic
torian State Confer:enCe: ·Amendments to Rule 
15~Paragraph 3: ~'That each District Coun
cil shall adopt its own ConstitutiOn, and any 
amendments thereto, subject to ratification· by 
State Coriference." Paragraph 4: ~-':That _each 
State· Conference shall adopt its own Consti
tutio:ri~·-· and ariy amendments thereto, subject 
to ratification by Federal Council.'' (Mr. W. 
Cavendish). 

(14) Book, "Water Into Gold" (Board); 
(r'5) Org-anisers to visit Bungunyah: "That 
the matter be listed for discussion at Federal 
Council." (Victorian State Conference); (16) 
Further plantings of vine· fruits: "That the 
matter be- listed for discussion at Federal 
Council." (Victorian State Conference); (17) 
Opening of new areas: "That the Federal 
Council be asked to continue its efforts in its 
restriction ·of planting of vines in new areas 
uiitil further markets are available." (South 
Australian State Conference); (18) Show 
exhibits: ·"That it be a recommendation to 
Federal Council that an effort be made to se
cure an increased number of exhibits at the 
various Royal Shows." (South Aus~ralian 
State Conference). 

(19) Currant position: «That the question 
of the currant position be submitted at the 
Federal Councillvfeeting -in Octob~r." (South 
Australian State Conference). 

(20) Rule No. 24, Packers: Add Angaston 
(S.A.), A. Thorn. Add Dareton (N.S.W.), 
Coomealla Packers Pty. Ltd. Delete Loxton 
(S.A.), Sherwood Packing Co., and substitute 
Loxton (S.A.), Sherwood Irrigation Co. De
lete Renmark (S.A.), A. Malcolm, and sub
stitute Renmark (S.A.), Beryl R. Needham. 
(Board). 
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South Australian State Conf~r~nce 
Voluntary Agreement:. Sample Fixing 

Restriction Of Plantings 
• • 

The conference at Barmera, under the chairmanship of Mr. E. D. Sims, 
was notable for the realisation by growers of the necessity of standing right 
behind the Association in an endeavor, by concerted action, to hold the present 
system of marketing to the equal advantage of all in the industry. 

Mr. H. D. Howie, Chairman of the Associ- CASH BUYING 
ation, in a review of the prospects for the After a lengthy discussion which showed 
coming season, said that the 1937 voluntary a great diversity of opinion, a motion, .. That 
agreement would be tested very shortly. He it be a recommendation to the Federal Coun- · 
was not prepared at the pre·sent juncture to cil that our agents be empowered to buy -Cur
make a general statement, but would do so at rants in non-irrigated areas in South Australia,., 
the Federal Council meeting- in October. He was· withdrawn. 
felt that the arrangements now being controlled SAMPLE FIXING 
could be maintained to the general advantage A discussion took place on the question of 
of. growers. co-operation with the Department of Com-

Mr. H. R. Jones, agents' representative at merce _and certain complaints were made by 
the Board of Management, said that the major- some delegates, whilst others were of the opin
ity of the signatories to the agreement were ion that the department was willing to co
agreeable to the arrangements made for the operate. 
1937 season. The 1938 season might well mark It was resolved: "That more notice be given 
the turning point in the industry. The cha~r- of meeting and fixation of samples advisory 
1.11an stated that the way in which growers had cQmmittee beforehand, and that the nomina-_ 
s_tood _behind the pr_inciples of the A.D.F.A. tions should be in time for the·Federal Council' 
Was very pleasing. The collection of adjust- meet~ng in October, :md l;Je passed by the 
ments w-ould be the deciding factor as· to Whe- Board of Management_, and that· Mr; Summer
ther the 1938 agreement could be carried. should --forward the nomination on to. :Mr. 

After general di~cussioil it was resolved: Colby. That a local secretary of the Packer( 
"That this meeting of groWers' delegates ex- Association be· appointed. That it. be recom
press appreciation of the effects of the. 1937 mended that at least one member in South 
VOlunt.ii-y agreement, which had enabled the Austra,lia of the samples advisory committe~ 
maintenance of prices in the Commonwealth should , continue on to Victoria, so as- to ob-
and further urges the Association to endeavor tain an idea aS to unifo~m samples." :r 
to -negOtiate an extension of the agreement On the matter of additio~al plantillgs, .. 
for 1938, as failing· such an agre·em.ent prices which, from statements made, ,were becoming 
in Au.Sttalia would soon fall to export parity." a. serious question, it was decided to refer the 

(21) M:irketing-: Consideration of fixing 
date of delivexy for various varieties -of new 
season's fruits. (Board); (22) Differentia1s: 
"That ·Agents and Packers be required to fur
nish :figures to justify their differentials be
tween grades, where those differentials are not 
fixed by the A.D.F.A." (South Australian 
State Conferenc). 

(23) 
(Board). 

PROCESSING 
Foreign matter in 

ACCOUNT SALES 

dried fruit. 

(24) Lexia Pool, season 1936: Large final 
payment. (Victorian State Conference). 

TREE FRUITS 
(25) Classification of tree fruit grades: 

"'That a committee be formed at the Federal 
Council meeting to interview the· Departm~nt 
of Commerce in regard to the classification of 
tree fruit- grades." (South Au-stralian State 
ConferenCe); (26) Tree Fruit Committee-'s 
rfport.; ·(.27) Tree Fruit Committee election. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
(28) Correspondence. 

discussion to the Feder-al Council with the pur
pose of having renewed efforts made to .. pre-
vent the danger. 

OTHER MATTERS 
Other matters_ discussed were: Account. 

sales to be rendered on a Uniform sw~at box 
basis. .That fruit should not be delivered by 
packers until samples had been :fixed. In view 
bf the :fictitious .differentials on high grades by 
some packers, it was resolved that agents and 
packers be required to furnish :figures to justify 
their differentials between grades when these 
differentials were not :fixed by the A.D.F.A. 
After some discussion it was decided to refer 
the currant position to Federa~ Council. 

On the classification of .tree fruits grades it. 
was decided to ask that .. A conunittee be 
formed _at the Federal Council· meeting to in
~ervie:w the Departme~t of Coll)merce in re
gard to the red assi:fi.cation of t.ree fr:uit grades.'' 

DELEGATES TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 
The following delegates were elected . to 

Federal CounCil: Messrs. Scott, Curren, Sims, 
Jemison, Fi-aser, Victorsen and Euston. 

The next State Conferen·ce wm·-oe ·held· :if 
Waikerie. 

Aurora Packing Company Proprietary Ltd. 
NOMINAL CA,PITAL ....•.. £100,000 
PAID-UP CAPITAL . • ...••• £99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
Head Office at %8 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Union Assurance Society Ltd. 
Cresco Manures 
Harry Johnson's (lrymple) Dip 

We Supply AU Growers' Requisites 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society 
London &. Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Slsalkraft, Marino Power Spray Plant 

Aurora for Service 
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BERRI BRANCH A.D.F.A.· 
Annual Report By Chairman 

At the annual meeting of the branch at 
which Messrs. Till and Murdoch, of the South 
Australian State Board, gave an outline of the 
work of the board and explained away_ some 
misunderstandings·, the Chairman, Mr. R. Cur
ren, read an interesting and highly important 
report of the year's work. He stated:-

"Following the adverse decision of the Privy 
Council, your Committee has had rather an 
anxious period, and thanks to our leaders for 
skilful and diplomatic negotiations a sat:siac
tOry arrangement has been made to cover the 
1937 crop operations. But remember that it is 
only a temporary agreement. 

"Our :first activities were in connection with 
the New Zealand farmers "Goodwill Tour." 
With the neighboring district branches of the 
A.D.F.A., a successful tour of the river fruit
growing areas was completed, and while we do 
not use much, if any, of the products of the 
visitors, they were very impressed with what 
they saw and heard of the dried fruits and 
citrus industries, and I think every member 
Went away a good propagandist. Then followed 
the beginning of the referendum campaign. 
To further the cause your committee endeavor
ed to enlist the support of non-fruit growers 
and traders resident in our midst, but was, I 
am sorry to say, not as successful as we antici
pated. Propaganda for the No vote was quietly 
and consistently carried on, and although we· 
were promised definite support in certain quar
ters, the result of the ballot was a bombshell 
to the Yes advocates right through the fruit
growing areas. 

"Following the re·sult of the ballot ·which 
seriously disturbed the orderly marketing ar
rangements that appeared to be working so 
well for the industry, or at least the great 
majority, steps were taken to tide over the 
cOrning season's operations. The Minister of 
Agriculture of this State called a conference 
of all the dried fruits traders and dealers who 
are registered in this State to look for a way 
out, with the result that after several confer
ences and discussions, what is known as the 
voluntary agreement between the outside deal
ers and the A.D.F.A. agents and traders, to
gether with the various State boards, was 
brought to a successful termination and ·is now 
in ·~peration. Following the result of the refer
endum and the above negotiations, your com
mittee arranged for a representative meeting 
of all growers to be held in Berri, and I am 
pleased to say was one of the largest meetings 
held on the river to discuss the position and 
offer suggestions. Representatives of other dis
tricts were present. The outcome briefly was to 
enlist support for those traders who had sign
ed the voluntary agreement to do their fair 
share of export, and it was decided to make 
a thorough canvass of the Berri area. Four ad-

ditional· g'rowers· were elected· from the meeting 
to work with the Berri A.D.F.A. committee; 
making eleven in all. The additional gro~ers 
were Messrs .. W. N. Ellis, H. V. Clark, 0. E. 
Vogt, and B. H. Jungfer. The district was 
divided into sections· and the canvass under
taken, and I think every grower in the district 
was met or called upon, and the result seem
ed to warrant the effort. In all 434 growers 
signified their intention to support those 
traders who had signed the agreement, and in 
all 18 growers refused to sign. I think that, 
taking all circumstances into consideration, 
you will agree that the result was satisfactory. 

"Another matter I would like to refer to, 
is the serious illness of our late secretary, Mr. 
Johnson. He was taken ill back in March, and 
found it necessary to resign the secretaryship, 
and I am sorry to say that at the time of 
writing this report he is again in hospital. Fol
lowing Mr. Johnson's resignation, Mr. H. H. 
Stone was appointed secretary for the remain
der of the term. 

C.S.I.R. Research In The 
Dried Fruits Industry 
MR. A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc. TO 
ADDRESS FEDERAL COUNCIL 

An address covering the recent re- ~ 
search work by the Merbein Station will g 
be given by Mr. Lyon, who will deal with § 
the results of a series of experiments ~ 
covering drainage, irrigation in relation g 
to bud-burst, setting, the maturation of § 
fruit, and several other important phases g 

_ of production. § 
;r,,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,, ............................................... = 

"Before concluding this report, I must pay 
a tribute to the band of workers who made 
great sacrifices during the referendum cam
paign. As you are aware, it fell in the harvest
ing period and therefore the effort and sacri
fice of those workers are the more to be ap
preciated. 

"In concluding, it is difficult to say what the 
future holds in store for the industry, but rest 
assured that the A.D.F.A., t;he watchdog of the 
industry, through its board of management, is 
leaving no stone unturned to find a solution, 
and a satisfactory way out in the interests of 
dried fruits producers." We appe·al to all grow
ers to support the Association to their utmost 
to maintain their industry that has done so 
much for this country." 

The new committee appointed for the year 
is as follows:-A. P. Wishart, R. Curren, H. 
H~ Stone, C. Ruffibell, P. B. Thomas, A. C. 
Ingerson and £". J. Moritz. 
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Dried Fruits in Greece And. 
Turkey 

From reports to ha~d the following infer
. marion is of in teres~ .. when consi_der:ing the 
prospects for the Coming marketing season and 
currant growers should find in it some consola
tion. 

GREECE 
Crop slightly below normal. Details were 

published recently of a ·newly enacted ·law 
which provides for the ·formation of a com
mission to undertake the prepar_ation of a 
scheme for the deracination of Currant vineS 
capable of producing 5 6,000 tons o{ currants 
annually. Steps are to be taken whereby acre
age producing at present 19,000 to 23,000 
tons of currants is to be made over to the pro
duction of other foodStuffs within the next 
three years. 

Next year, the Central Currant Organisa
tjon intend to make the proportion of the 
crop which growers are compelled to hand 
over, vary from 12 to 18 per cent., according 
to district, instead of the flat rate of 15 per 
cent. as fixed last year. The organisation also 
intends to accept fresh (undried) currant
grapes from growers at die beginning of the 
season. 

The Central Currant Organisation expect 
to be in an unusually strong position by the 
commencement of the next season as surplus 
stocks will probably have been cleared by then. 
The director of the organisation stated re
cently that 15,000 tons of the surplus stocks 
had bee·n sold to Italy for the distillation of 
alcohol, and 10,000 tons to Germany for a 
similar purpose, with prospects of a further 
10,000 tons to follow. In addition, about 
11,000 tons have been disposed of for wine 
making. Total stocks available for export on 
the April 30 last, were given as 12,000 tons. 

TURKEY 
Advices from this country state that reports 

are not satisfactory. Heat and drought have 
had a severe effect and the crop is expected to 
be about 55,000 tons, as against 65,000 tons 
for 1936 and 80,000 previously. The Turco
German Clearing Agre·ement for 1937-38 i~ 
under discussion, and indications are that Ger
many will buy readily. This is a factor import
ant to our marketing in the U.K. The increase 
in costs, i.e., boxes, labor, freights, is estimated 
to effect the c.i.f. price by £3 a ton. A very 
.firm tone is expected for new season's fruit. 

Box-Making Plant Changes 
Hands 

We have received the following letter from 
the firm of Holdens Motor Body Builders, of 
Woodville, South Australia:-

Editor, 15th September, 1937, 
Australian Dried Fruits News, 

Sir.-We wish to take this opportunity of 
advising that we have sold our. complete box 
·making unit to Messrs. Walter & Morris Lim
ited, Port Adelaide, South Australia,·· who are 
removing it to their plant, where it will be 

BUY CANADIAN.·. PRODUCTS 
"CANADA IS YOUR SISTER DOMINION AND A GOOD· CUSTOMER OF THE 
)IUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS INDUSTRY. HER FU.~CHASES .OF DRIED 
FRUITS FROM AUSTRALIA FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING .30th. JUNE, 

1936, ·TOTALLED 32,729,050 LBS., :AT· £496,160" 

Empir~ Reciprocity is the l(ey to Empire Success 

. operated ~ ..future. These· people have been 
·I manufacturing boxes ·in a ··fairly. hrrie Way 

for some ·years; but wlth the v:e~y complete 
unit that we have been operating £9; the past 
six years, they 'will no· doubt have ··the largest 
shook capacity ill the Commonwealth. 

The following .products are widely knoWn to Australian buyers:
Canadian Tools, Axes, Hammers, Hatchets, Shovels, Axe and Tool Handles, 
Lamps, Camp Stoves, Canned Salmon, Kippered -Herrings, Sardines, Wall
papers, Rubber Sand Shoes, Gum Boots, Gloves, Typewriter Carbon Paper, 
Brake Linings, Spark Plugs, Saws, Oilcloths, Building Boards, Electric and 
Gas Stoves, Electric Rangettes, Electric and Alarm Clocks, and Dolls. 

ASK YOUR TRADER TO STOCK THEM 
For Particulars and information regarding Canadian products address: 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TRADE COMMISSIONER, 90 Queen St., Melbourne, .C.1 

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE, CANADA , 

We , .. enj_o:red. a_ very satisfactorY_ sl;lar~ _of 
available busine~s dt¥"ing the·. yearS' that: ·:W:e 
manufactured boxes, bUt due to the necessi,!y 
for extending our body-buildillg activities, we 
found it necessary to use the space that was 
occupied by the box plant. 

We wish Messrs.· Walter & Morris Limited 
every success in their future activities, especi
ally in connection with the milling of boxes 
for the dried friut industry, in which we 
specialised. Yours faithfully, 

Holdens Motor Body Builders. 
J. H .. Horn, Sales. Manager. 
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Ne'"'- South Wales State Board 
Annual Report Indicates An Active Year 
The annual report of the Board outlines a very active year for the Board, 
and a series of misfortunes for growers in some centres. 

The selling of unprocessed fruit has been a 
matter closely watched by the officers of the 
board and some 3,200 circulars were issued 
to the trade explaining the illegality of pur
chasing fruit in this condition. Constant 
supervision has been exercised over a wide 
area, and this, combined with the lessons of 
past seasons, appears to have had the effect of 
bringing the number of offences to an abso
lute minimum. The excellent services render
ed by the officers call for the appreciation of 
the industry. The tonnage available for levy
ing calls for the utmost economy and the 
policy of the board is framed to this end. 
The services of the Chairman and Secretary 
being part time and the Act allowing decisions 
of the board to be made by correspondence 
on certain occasions, thus obviating costly 
and long journeys from the widely scattered 
centres of production. Of the 84 dealers reg
istered in the Commonwealth 48 are under 
the administration of the board. 

LEGISLATION 
The board has taken a very active part in 

the arrangements for the voluntary agreement 
and is a party to it~ Distinctions can be in
vidious in instances where so many are doing 
good services to the industry, but the expedi
tion with which the 48 dealers in New South 
Wales were canvassed and their willingness 
to enter into the agreement, is a tribute, both 
to their appreciation of the position and to 
the work of the bo:ird and to the prestige 
of the Chairman (Mr. G. J. Evatt) whose 
efforts so facilitated the matter. 

CULTURAL 
As in other States, the problem of small 

prunes is one that the board, being concerned 
in the major tonnage of the Commonwealth 
production of this fruit, has taken a close in
terest in. Certain conferences were called, a 
committee being appointed to obtain a bounty, 
which has since been granted by the Federal 
Government. As a result of these confex
ences, a close watch is being maintained by 
State departments on the cultural side of the 
problem. 

The question of the sulphur content of apri
cots in relation to pure foods Acts overseas, is 
a difficult one, and the board convened a con
ference to discuss the matter-a better under
standing by exporters has resulted. 

PRODUCTION LIMITS 

in view of the compet1t10n from other coun
tries, in finding markets for any larger ton
nage of dried fruits than that at present pro
duced in Australia. In this connection, the 
industry, through its various organisations, 
has from time to time approached the various 
State Governments to restrict as far as possible 
further plantings of vines for the production 
of dried vine fruits until such time as markets 
for additional production are assured. The 
Board has always strongly supported this re
quest and the State of New South Wales has 
strictly abided by it. The danger of undue ex
tension of plantings of areas for dried vine 
fruit was placed before the Australian Agri
cultural Council and at a meeting of that 
Council, held in May, 1936, the following reso
lution was adopted:-

"That in view of the world position of 
the dried fruits industry, it is suggested that 
the States concerned report to the Australian 
Agricultural Council before any new State 
scheme is undertaken for the extension of 
dried fruit producing areas." 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1\ND LEVY 
The contribution payable by growers to-

wards the cost of carrying out the duties and 
functions of the Board was fixed at one-thirty
second of a penny per pound on the quantity 
of· dried fruits produced. 

The production of dried vine fruits during 
the 1934 season was adversely affected by an 
exceptionally seve·re frost on the Murrumbid
gee irrigation areas during October, 1934. The 
effect of the frost was to destroy the young 
canes on the vines, necessitating a re-growth 
and subsequent poor crops. Unfortunately, a 
severe frost has the .effect of limiting the pro
duction during two seasons, and the production 
of sultanas on the Murrumbidgee irrigation 
areas during the 1936 season was accordingly 
adversely affected. 

The principal dried vine fruits producing 
settlements in New South Wales are the Mur
rumbidgee, Coomealla, Curlwaa, Goodnight, 
Koraleigh and Pomona irrigation areas. In ad
dition to these areas small quantities of dried 
vine fruits are produced in the Junee, Albury 

*1936. 1935. 
tons tons 

Currants ............ 836 1.012 
Sultanas ............ 4,646 3.141 
Lexias .............. 397 309 

-- --
5,879 4,462 

South Australian Dried 
Fruits Board 

A meeting of the South Australian Dried 
Fruits Board was held on August 30, when all 
members and the secretary were present, and 
the following business was transacted: 

Correspondence in regard to Alternative 
Marketing Proposals was laid on the table and 
noted. The minutes of meeting of the Equal
isation Committee held in Adelaide on August 
23 were read and the chairman reported the 
meeting had been adjourned to September 8. 

It was agreed to make a donation of £3/3/
to one of the local Frost Committees in the 
irrigated areas for the purpose of securing an 
alarm thermometer. The position of dealers 
in relation to the State quotas for 1936 was 
again considered, and the Secretary was dir
ecter to confer with the Crown Solicitor. 

A letter was received from the Victorian 
Dried Fruits Board requesting the Board to re
consider the position in regard to the syrup 
content of prunes in syrup, and it was agreed 
to refer the matter back to the Consultative 
Committee. 

AN APPRECIATION 
The Secretary of the A.D.F.A. has received 

the following letter from James Fairley, gene
ral merchants, of Shepparton:-

The Secretary, 
A.D.F.A., Melbourne. 
Sir,-Having recently had a window dis

play by your representative, we· feel we should 
write you about the success of this form of 
publicity. Besides being an outstanding dis
play of fruits, this window has proved a won
derful seller. The show was praised by many, 
and cause4 a lot of favorable comments on 
dried fruits. We would welcome another dis
play any time your representative happens to 
be in the Goulburn Valley. Wishing you and 
your Mr. Gibbs every succe·ss, and thank you 
for your service.-Yours faithfully, 

and Euston districts. 

JAMES FAIRLEY. 
(per W. Day.) 

Estimates of the production of dried cur
rants, sultanas and lexias in New South Wales 
for the 1936 season and production .figures in 
New South Wales for the previous seasons are 
as under: -

1934. 1933. 1932, 1931. 1930. 
tons tons tons tons tons 

780 696 538 446 504 
3,539 4.635 2.953 2.084 3.799 

295 272 182 215 224 
-- -- -- -- --
4,614 5,603 3,673 2,745 4,527 For many year sit has been definitely estab

lished that there would be a great difficulty, *Estimates only-subject to alteration on completion of packing operation. 

NEW SOUTH WALES DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
(Constituted under Dried Fruits Act of 1933) 

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure. Season- 1935~1936 

£ s. d. 
Cr. Balance ibrought fwd. July 1, 1935 2226 7 0 

RECEIPTS 
£ s. d. 

By levies paid at 1-32d lb. on-
2,619,488 lb. Currants . . . . 341 2 1 
8,189,510 " Sultanas . . . . 1066 8 4 

805,376 " Lexias .. . • . 104 17 6 
26,571 " Distillery Fruit 3 9 2 

3,567.980 " Prune& . . . . . 464 12 3 
412,651 " Peaches 53 14 7 
829,303 " Apricots . . 107 19 9 

25,385 " Nectarines . . . 3 6 1 
38,449 " Pears . . 5 0 1 

16.514-.713 " 
By Packing .Shed Registration Fees 
" Export Adjustment Payments . . . 
" Recoup of part Royal Agricultural 

Show expenses and sundry ex
penditurP on bE>half of Joint Pub

licity Committee . . . . . . . . . . 
" Proceeds of sale to W. Cavill & Co. 

Ltd. of sultanas ex F. James, 
seized under 'Provisions of Com
monwPalth Dried Fruits Act, 
1928-1935 .. . . .. . . . . . . 

2150 9 10 

25 11 0 
38 0 0 

265 15 9 

350 3 6 

£5056 7 1 

EXPENDITURE 

July 1, 1935 to June 30, 1936-
Allowances to Chairman, Secretary 

and Members of Board , • . . . . 
Trave-lling Expenses •• •• •• • . . . 
Fares . . . ........•. , , ....•. 
V..,.ages-Clerical Assistance, etc. , , 
G'vertime ................. . 
Postal and Telegraphic Expenses , . 
Printing . . . . . . . . .• . . . . . . . . 
Pa'Ylllent to Department of Commerce 

on a/c Inspection Services . . . . 
Contribution to expenses Consultative 

Committee ............... . 
Reimbursement to Water Conserva

tion and Irrigation Commission 
for services of Officers . . . . . . . , 

Sundries: Royal Agricultural Show 
Expenses, stationery, papers, etc. 

Expenses in connection £ s. d. 
with branding, re-condi-
tioning, etc. of seized 
:sultanas . . . . . . . . . . 31 3 5 

Payme:,1t to Dept. of Com
merce of balance of pro
ceE>ds of sale of ISPized 
s-ultanas to W. Cavill & 
Co. Ltd. 319 0 1 

• s. d . 

600 0 0 
136 7 9 
158 9 9 
222 7 4 

35 7 9 
125 12 3 

59 18 1 

150 0 0 

10 0 0 

250 0 0 

12119 2 

Estimates of the production of dried tree 
fruits in New South Wales during the 1936 
season and the production in New South Wales 
during the 1935, 1934 and 1933 seasons are as 
under:-

*1936 1935 1934 1933 
tons tons tons tons 

Prunes .. .. .. 1,750 1,720 1,626 1,912 
Apricots .. 382 278 429 208 
Peaches .... 136 167 139 147 
Nectarines . . 15 11 13 16 
Pears . 8 13 12 20 

Total . . . . 2,291 2,189 2,219 2,303 
• Estimate only-subject to alteration on com~ 

pletion of packing; operations. 

Dried prunes are produced in the Young 
district and on the Murrumbidgee irrigation 
areas. Negligible quantities are also produced 
in the Albury, Junee and Wentworth loca!i. 
ties. 

"No, I couldn't sleep last night. All the 
noises kept me awake." 

~~But I was in the cabin next to you, and 
slept like a log." 

~cl know, I heard it being sawn up." 
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Sale Of A Ton Of Fruit 
Several growers have asked for particulars of, and most growers are inter

ested in, the adjustments which are effected each season by the A.D.F.A. in 
order to ensure that all growers packing and selling through A.D.F.A. channels 
secure an equitable allocation of the returns from each market. We will deal 
with sultanas, showing a specimen account sale from each market and the effect 
that the adjustments have upon final accounts sale rendered through the packing 
house or agent to the grower. Other fruits are treated on exactly the same 
principle. 

SPECIMEN ACCOUNT SALE-sULTANAS 

Commonwealth-1937 Season 

£ •. d. 
1 ton (2240lb.) 2-crown sultanas, 

at 6ild . . . . . . . . . . -- . . . . 63 0 0 
£ s. d. 

Le·ss 5 p.c. trade discount 3 8 0 
Less 4 p.c. de·ferred disc'nt 2 10 5 5 13 5 

57 6 7 
3 p.c. discount . . . . . . . 1 14 5 
Interstate charges . . . . 17 0 
Head office levy . . . . . . 2 6 2 13 11 

54 12 8 
Agents• Commission 5 p.c. 2 14 8 
Cartage . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 7 2 19 3 

51 13 5 

Canada--1937 Season 

1 ton 2-crown sultanas·, each 56lb., 
at 30/ . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 30 o o 

Brokerage, 21 p.c. . . • . . 15 0 
Export Levy . . . . . . . . 15 0 
Head office levy . . . . . . . 2 6 
Ste·vedoring . . . . __ . . . 1 9 1 14 3 

28 5 9 
Agents' 'Commission, 4 p.c. 1 2 7 

27 3 2 
Exchange on £29/5/, at 

£23/17/6 per cent. . . . 6 19 8 

New Zealand-1937 Season 

1 ton 2-crown sultanas, each 56lb., 

34 2 10 

at ·35/ . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 35 0 0 
Brokerage, Ht p.c. . . __ . 8 9 
Export Levy . . . . . . . 15 0 
Head office levy .. .. .. 2 6 1 6 3 

33 13 9 
Agents' Commission, 4 p.c. 1 6 11 
Cartage· . . • . . . . . . . . . 4 7 1 11 6 

32 2 3 
Exchange, 10/ p.c. on £34/ll/3 . . . . ·3 6 

32 5 9 

United Kingdom-1937 Season 
To fruit, 2240·lb., less draftage at i 

p.c., 171b.-
2223Ib., at £42/17/9 . . . . . . 42 11 3 

Discount and brokerage, 3 p.c. . . . . 1 5 6 

Steamer freight, at 50/ per 
ton of 40 cub. ft ... 

Marine insurance .. 
Port dues ...... . 
Fumigation . . . . . . 
Rent (say 3 months) 

Export and head office· levY 

3 0 6 
4 2 

19 6 
4 0 

13 0 

Agents' 'Commission, 5 p.c. 1 15 4 

41 5 9 

5 1 2 

36 4 7 
17 6 

35 7 1' 

Stevedoring . . . . . . . . . 1 9 1 17 1 

33 10 0 
Exchange on £36/4/7, at 25 p.c. . . . 9 1 2 

42 11 2 

Note. - New Zealand and other export 
markets such as the East are included under 
the one heading, although the returns may 
vary slightly. The reason for this is that the 
Eastern and other markets cover only a small 
percentage of the pack. 

At the close of the season when marketing 
has been completed, the A.D.F.A. calls for re
turns from packing houses and agents. The 
percentage of the pack sold to each respective 
market is then ascertained and adjustments 
effected between agents. For example, if the 
percentage of the pack sold to the United 
Kingdom works out as it did in the 1936 sea
son, at 44.1 per cent., any agent oversold to 
that market is debited at his average price ob
tained from the market. It naturally follows 
that if he is oversold in the United Kingdom, 
he is undersold in some other market, then he 
claims through the adjustment so as to bring 
his percentage for the market in which he is 
undersold up to the correct percentage. After 
these adjustments have been effected, the re
sult may be summarised, using the specimen 
account sales referred to above as the basis, as 
follows!-

The Mildura Co .. operative Fruit 
Co. Ltd. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £100,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £100,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Packed under the well known "PADLOCK" Brand 

Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers. 

I~ 

Interesting Experiment With 
Sultanas 

RESULTS OF ANALYSIS 
Recently a number of samples of Australian 

and foreign sultanas were received by the Com
monwealth Department of Commerce, from 
the Director of Australian Trade Publicity, 
.. Australia House," London. The samples, 
which were selected on the London market 
and were considered to be true to type, were 
forwarded for experimental purposes. Arrange
ments were made for the fruit to be analysed 
in ·the Commonwealth Laboratory, and the 
following statement shows the results of the 
analysis:-

~ 
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% % 
1. Australian No. 1 18.45 78.5 Nil 
2. 2 20.39 72.2 Nil 
3. 3 16.37 74.7 Nil 
4. 4 17.99 76.0 Nil 
5. South African 1 16.36 74.3 Nil 
6. 2 18.01 77.9 Nil 
7. Cretan 1 16.09 68.4 345 
8. 2 17.3 73.4 294 
9. 3 16.63 72.8 460 

10. 4 17.75 76.7 409 
11. Greek 1 15.34 71.7 499 
12. 2 17.02 74.7 Nil 
13. 3 15.55 74.7 204 
14. Persian 1 15.75 75.9 Nil 
15. Smyrnan 1 15.06 75.9 Nil 
16. 2 17.77 75.7 Nil 
17. 3 15.94 73.8 Nil 
18. 4 17.51 75.2 Nil 
19. 5 16.43 69.6 Nil 
20. Californian 1 17.72 74.7 Trace 
21. 2 18.43 77.3 537 
22. 3 20.09 79.3 512 

(Sgd.) CHAS. R. PECK, 
Common wealth Analyst. 

SULTANAS 
£ B. d. 

Commonwealth, 16.14 p.c. of £51/13/5 8 6 10 
New Zealand and others, 7.97 p.c. 

of £32/5/9 . . -- • . . . . . . . . . . 2 11 6 
Canada, 31.79 p.c. of £34/2/10 . . . 10 17 0 
United Kingdom, 44.10 p.c. of 

£42/11/2 . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 18 15 i 

£40 10 9 

Assuming that 96 tons of fruit are packed 
for every 100 tons of fruit delivered, in order 
to pay growers on delivered weights we must 
calculate 96 per cent. of the net return as 
shown above, namely, 96 per cent. of 
£40/10/9 equals £38/18/4. This would be 
the agent's f.o.r. capital cities return to his 
packing houses and, therefore, to arrive at the 
sweat box price, charges for grading and pack~ 
ing, railage, cartage to rail, insurance and 
State Board levies must be deducted. 

In the case where portion of the fruit de
livered by growers is in addition to the packed 
fruit sold to the distillery and is not fruit 
qualifying as export grade, then the pool re
sults would be increased by spreading over the 
total delivered weight the proceeds from the 
sale of the distillery fruit. An example:-

If we assume that out of a pack of 100 
tons of fruit one ton (in addition to the 96 
tons packed) is sold to the distillery at, say, 
£20 per ton, this £20 less cost of bagging, etc., 
say, £17, is spread ov.er the 100 tons of fruit 
delivered, equalling 3/4.8 per ton, which 
would then bring the f .o.r. return up to 
£39/1/8.8 per ton. 

Should the fruit sold to the distillery qualify 
for export grade, then it is included in the 
A.D.F.A. adjustment as packed fruit and is 
distributed by means of the adjustment equit
ably amongst all growers. 

For the purpose of this article, the prices on 
which the specimen account sales are based are 
pur.ely specimens only. 
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The Dried Fruits Act In New 
South Wales 

THE ACT . EXPLAINED 
In response to a tequest from a correspon

dent who wishes for some information on the 
powers and functions of the board, the follow
ing extract from the annual report is set Out: 

The New South Wales Dried Fruits Board 
is constituted under the New South Wales 
Dried Fruits Act, 1933, for the purpose of 
regulating and controlling certain aspects of 
the dried fruits industry in New South Wales. 
The control of dried vine fruits, viz., currants, 
sultanas and lexias, has been vested in the 
Board since 1928; and of dried tree fruits, 
viz., dried prunes, apricots, peaches, nectar
ines and pears, since 19 3 2. 

The provisions of the Dried Fruits Act, 
193 3, were an integral portion of the dried 
fruits stabilisation legislation, which comprised 
State Acts in each of the producing States., 
viz., New South Wales, Victoria, South Aus
tralia and Western Australia, to control intra 
state dealings, with supplementary Common
wealth legislation to control interstate dealings. 
The other States of the Commonwealth do not 
produce dried fruit of the varieties referred to. 
The State of Western Australia does not pro
duce dried tree fruits, except, perhaps, in negli
gible quantities, consequently the provisions of 
the Western Australia Dried Fruits Act only 
cover dried vine fruits. 

The method of regulation of the dried fruits 
industry was based on the economic law that 
surplus determines prices. 

The system of regulation adopted was for 
the producing States acting in unison to con
fer from time to time and make estimates of 
production and consumption of the various 
varieties of dried fruits. Having thus ascer
tained the proportion of the production which 
should be retained for the Australian require
ments, uniform quotas were declared in each 
State for the purposes of sale within that State. 
These quotas were determined under the pro
visions of the State legislation and forbade per
sons selling within the State in excess of the 
quotas. 

However, although it was possible under 
State legislation to prevent the sale in the State 
of origin of dried fruits in excess of the quotas 
determined, interstate trade could not be con
trolled by State legislation. It was, therefore, 
necessary for the State legislation to be supple
mented by Commonwealth legislation. The 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Act, 1928-193 5, 

· provided that dried fruits shall not be trans
ferred from one State to another except by 
virtue of a license held to permit such trans
fer. These licenses were issued by the Stat~ 
Dried Fruits Boards as prescribed authorities 
for the Commonwealth, subject to conditions, 
inter alia, that export quotas were to be com
plied with. The export quotas were determined 
by the Commonwealth :Minister for Commerce 

on the recommendation of the prescribed au
thorities and were the complementary quotas 
to those declared under the State' Acts for the 
purposes of trade within the producing State. 
The determination of quotas as prescribed 
under both State and Commonwealth legisla
tion had the effect of stabilising the market at 
a level in conformity with Australian condi
tions. It is essential, in such a system, to ex
tend every- consideration to the Australian con
sumer, both as regards price .and quality, other
wise the system would break down. This is the 
cardinal principle in the existing system and 
has been observed. 

It is not out of place to state here that 
on July 17th, 1936, the Privy Council 
allowed the appeal in the dried fruits case 
-James v. The Commonwealth. The effect of 
this decision of the Privy Council is that the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Act, 1928-193 5, 
by which interstate trade in dried fruits was 
controlled, is invalid. The decision, however, 

·does not in any way affect the provisions of 
the State Dried Fruits Acts or the Constitu
tion of the State Dried Fruits Boards there
under. The main duties of the State Dried 
Fruits Boards are to recommend the quotas to 
be determined under the State Act and to see 
that the dried fruits are hygienically packed 
and properly treated and graded in packing 
houses registered with the Board and that the 
boxes containing same are properly branded. 
Quotas for the purposes of intra-State trade 
will still be determined from time to time, as 
previously, on the recommendation of the 
State Dried Fruits Boards, and compliance with 
same will be enforced by the Boards. 

The Boards and the legislation, other than 
described in the foregoing, do not in any way 
interfere with the freedom of marketing and 
distribution of the products, which is left en
tirely to private enterprise. 

The greater proportion of dried fruits pro
duced in the Murray River districts are pack
ed in Victorian packing houses, 9f which there 
are a number operating in towns situated on 
the Murray River to cater for the large Vic
torian settlements. Growers may forward 
fruit to Victorian packing houses provided 
such premises are registered with the Victorian 
Board. 

The Victorian Dried Fruits Board similarly 
permits dried fruit grown in Victoria to be 
treated in packing houses situated in New 
South Wales. 

The Dried Fruits Act, 1933, provides that 
the board may issue certificates of registration 
to packing houses to treat one or more of the 
varieties of dried fruits specified in the Act, 
and to refuse issue of a certificate for a new 
packing house i£ the Board is of opinion that 
there are already in the district, wherein the 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' . 
Co .. operated Limited 
RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

/r>r the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of theW ell-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TU..ffiER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

BARMERA A.D.F.A. 

Annual Meeting Addressed 
By Messrs. Till and Caddy 

The annual meeting of the Barmera 
branch of the A.D.F.A. was held in the 
Memorial Hadl on August 12, Mr. E. D. 
Sims (chairman) presiding over an attend
ance of 42. 

'The chairman's report reviewing a successful 
year, stated that riine committee meetings and 
seven general meetings had been held. The 
A.D.F.A. also ran the Agricultural Bureau~ 
which had 74 financial mO!nbers. The 1937 
pruning competitions proved satisfactory, en
tries numbering 17. The branch was indebted 
to Messrs. Howie, Lyons, Ingerson, Weste~ 

Fotheringham, Leishman and Dr. Meier for ad~ 
dresses. The branch was represented at State 
and Federal A.D.F.A. conferences, and had 
.. pulled its weight" in the referendum cam
paign. 

The secretary read the statement of receipts 
and expenditure, which showed a credit bal
ance. The report and statement were adopted. 

The chairman intimated that Mrs. Ernestine· 
Hill's book, "Water into Gold," was now pub
lished and would be available to branch mem
bers. 

An election for three members of the exe
cutive who retire annually re·sulted in Messrs~ 
Sim, White, and Porter being re-elected. 

Mr. C. W. Till, member of the State Dried 
Fruits Board, gave a brief outline of the Board's 
work dealing with marketing, policing and 
publicity. 

"TRACTOR COSTS" 

A member of the branch, Mr. T. E. Caddy, 
then gave an excellent address on .. Tractor 
Costs,'' based on his own experiences. He 
stated that a tractor should give 5,000 working, 
hours, which meant ten years service on a 50-
acre block. He especially advised a regular 
change of oil, the keeping of a log book of 
hours worked, seeing that the fan belt was 
tight, regular attention daily to front wheel 
bearings and radiator attention. 

A long discussion by interested growers 
followed. 

Coffee and sandwiches concluded an evening 
which was voted the best for a long time. 

FROST RELIEF IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

At the South Australian State Conference 
it was resolved: nThat the State Government 
of South Australia be approached with a view 
to appointing a hardships board to deal with 
the Present position of the Frost Relief Act. n 

proposed packing house is to operate, sufficient 
packing houses capable of and available for 
dealing with the dried fruits produced in that 
district. Twenty-three packing houses were 
registered with the Board as at June 30th, 193.6. 

Each certificate of registration is subject to 
the builclings and plant beiog of a standard 
satisfactory to the Board the hygienic opera
tion of the plant and the maintenance of the 
buildings and plant in a satisfactory conditions. 

Constant supervision of inward and out~ 
ward interstate consignments of dried fruits 
has been exercised by officers of the Board. Jn ... 
vestigations by Inspectors of the Board in con
nection with unlawful trading and other of
fences under the State Act resulted in a num
ber of prosecutions, and in each case convic~ 
tions were obtained. Unceasing vigilance is ne
cessary to prevent unscrupulous persons mark
eting dried fruits through unlawful channels 
tand at the expense of the grower· complying 
with the requirements of the Dried Fruits leg ... 
islation. 
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