
The quarterly journal for the Australian table grape and dried fruits industries

INSIDE STORIES:   
 ¡Maturity testing to be revised
 ¡ Protected varieties seized in Europe
 ¡ DFA 2015 Annual Conference report

 ¡ Diversification initiative stimulates 
investment in dried grapes
 ¡ APIA 2015 Annual Conference report

Strengthening 
trade ties with China 

 Volume 11 • Issue 4 • October - December 2015



ProTone™	Plant	Growth	Regulator allows growers to 
accelerate or increase the red colouration of their red table 
grape varieties. For an investment of less than 5 cents per 
box, grapes harvested earlier can attract a premium of up 
to $5 per box and reduce the potential for rain damage.

•		Capitalise	on	better	early		
market	prices

•		Start	harvest	early	to	avoid	the	
possibility	of	damage	from	wet	weather

•		Save	on	further	pest	and	disease	
management	costs

•		Potentially	reduce	the	number		
of	harvest	runs

Small Investment

www.sumitomo-chem.com.au
ProTone is a trademark of Valent BioSciences Corporation, Libertyville, IL USA.

for	a

BIG
return



1The Vine  •  Oct - Dec 2015

Contents

Cover photo: Horticulture Innovation 
Australia and the China Entry-Exit Inspection 
and Quarantine Association (CIQA) 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
demonstrating their commitment to building 
the relationship between Australia and 
China.

DISCLAIMER: Dried Fruits Australia (DFA) and Australian Table Grape Industry (ATGA) acknowledges contributions made by private enterprise through placement of advertisements in this 
publication. Acceptance of these contributions does not endorse or imply endorsement by DFA and ATGA of any product or service advertised by contributors.

Any advice provided in articles contained in The Vine is intended as a source of information only. Always read the label before using any of the products mentioned. DFA and ATGA and its 
officers do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your practical purposes and, therefore, disclaim all liability for any error, loss or any other 
consequence that may arise from you relying on the information in this publication.
All articles and other material published in this journal is DFA and ATGA copyright (unless otherwise stated) and may not be reproduced in part or full without the written permission of the 
authors and publisher.
The Vine is a registered trade/service mark of AgriMedia Pty Ltd.

Dried Fruits Australia 
54 Lemon Avenue, 
PO Box 5042 
Mildura VIC 3502 Australia 
T: (03) 5023 5174 
F: (03) 5023 3321 
E: enquiries@driedfruitsaustralia.org.au 
W: www.driedfruitsaustralia.org.au

Australian Table Grape Association 
33 Madden Avenue, 
Mildura VIC 3500 Australia 
T: (03) 5021 5718 
F: (03) 4009 0036 
E: atga@ncable.com.au 
W: www.australiangrapes.com.au

Editorial:  
Phil Chidgzey, John Hawtin (DFA) 
Jeff Scott & Rowena Norris (ATGA)

Journalist: 
Paula Smith 
Jacinta Gange

Advertising:  
Geoff Bell Advertising,  
Max Hyde - Hyde Media Pty Ltd

Production and Printing:  
Sunnyland Press

For editorial and advertising enquiries 
contact Dried Fruits Australia  
(DFA) T: (03) 5023 5174, or  
the Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) T: (03) 5021 5718

The Vine is published and produced by DFA 
and ATGA.

Dried grapes
2 DFA Chairman’s report

7 Ethrel minor use permit for cordon bunch removal

10 DFA Chief Executive’s report

11 Drying for profit activities

14 Processor report: Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

16 Grower profile: Shannon Sharp, Nangiloc,Vic

18 DFA Annual Conference report

24 Workshop uncovers mysteries of Botrytis

Table grapes
3 ATGA Chairman’s report

4 Cover story: MoU for horticulture furthers trade opportunities with China

8 Open letter: 2015 Table grape maturity testing

9 Funding boost for small exporters

12 ATGA Chief Executive’s report

13 Global grape goss

26 Illegal grape shipment destroyed by European customs

33 Fruit fly trapping in PFA

34 Asia Fruit Logistica report

Dried prunes
20 APIA Annual Conference report 

Dried tree fruit
30 Turkey: Record high dried apricot exports

Combined industry articles
6 Opportunity to invest and cut energy and operating costs

6 Events diary

15 California continues to fight exceptional drought, but at what cost?

23 Innovation and Technology

25 Dragon rate lowered for downy mildew on vines

27 Fast phylloxera detection in the field

27 New name for SA Phylloxera Board

28 Plant Health Australia

29 Exotic pest threats: Bacterial blight of grape vine

31 Why packaging matters

32 Horticulture Innovation Australia 

35 New  guide to encourage workplace wellness programs on farm

36 Around the block



2 The Vine  •  Oct - Dec 2015

DFA Chairman’s report

Industry promotion high on 
Board agenda

Mark King 
Chairman

BOARD
Chairman 
Mark King 

Producer - Pomona

Board Members
Brian Boulton 

Producer - Vinifera

Jenny Treeby 
Producer - Red Cliffs

Stephen Bennett 
Producer - Merbein

Tony Martin 
Producer - Merbein

Warren Lloyd 
Producer - Irymple

Ivan Shaw 
Producer - Merbein South

Shannon Sharp 
Member with Special Expertise

David Swain 
Sunbeam Foods

Grant Leyden 
Sunbeam Foods

Phil Chidgzey 
Chief Executive Officer

What a busy time it has been as we begin 
what is a much more promising outlook 
for the Australian dried grape industry.

This positive vibe has rippled through 
the industry, spurred on by the 
announcement of the Dried Vine Fruit 
Diversification and Sustainability Initiative. 
Funded through the Murray-Darling 
Basin Regional Economic Diversification 
Program, the initiative aims to stimulate 
investment in new plantings and make 
a strong move towards returning the 
industry to 25-30,000 tonnes production.

The first round of the initiative closed with 
25 applications proposing to plant 90.1 
hectares in 2015-16 with a total spent 
of around $900,000. Most are looking at 
planting Sunglo or Sunmuscat; some are 
top working wine grapes.

It’s great to see such interest in dried fruit 
and I urge growers considering taking up 
this opportunity to make sure they secure 
vines by speaking with their nursery.

To increase demand for Australian 
dried grapes, the Dried Fruits Australia 
Board has taken a more active role in 
promoting/marketing our product. An 
A5 glossy brochure has been produced 
to showcase the Australian industry, our 
world leading practices and high quality 
fruit. With lots of bright, colourful photos 
and a modern design we hope to capture 
the attention of overseas buyers and 
create international interest in  
our product.

The brochure was printed in time for use 
at ANUGA, one of the world¹s major food 
industry trade fairs, which is being held in 
Cologne, Germany from 10-14 October, 
2015.

Marketing agent Boesch Boden Spies 
(BBS) is conducting a marketing program 
into the United Kingdom and Germany 
promoting our great product. The UK 
pays a premium for high quality, light 
coloured fruit, and is a market we would 
like to regain. I will catch up with BBS 
while in Germany. They have arranged 
many meetings with buyers of our 
product and will also give me an update 
on how the program is progressing.

The main reason I will be in Germany is 
to represent Australia at the International 
Dried Grape Producing Countries 
Conference in Hamburg. There we 
will learn the inside story on global 
production and see the impacts of natural 
disasters in Turkey and the latest reports 
on the Californian raisin harvest, which is 
expected to be lower than normal.

It’s important to keep members fully 
informed about developments in the 
global marketplace. Dried Fruit Australia 
will report to members in coming weeks 
through the e-news service, others will 
have to wait until the next edition of  
The Vine.

In other trade news I recently attended 
Asia Fruit Logistica in Hong Kong. More 
than 9,000 trade visitors from 70 different 
countries attend the 3-day event, making 
it the southern hemisphere’s premier 
fruit and vegetable trade fair. Horticulture 
Innovation Australia’s commitment to 
take Australian horticulture to the world 
stage was showcased in the Australia 
Fresh Pavilion which could open up 
opportunities for dried fruits in the future.

If you have not yet joined Hort Innovation, 
then I encourage you to do so.

Back home, the 2015 Dried Fruits 
Australia Annual Conference was held 
recently. A full report on the Growers’ 
Forum and AGM can be found on  
page 18.

As Chairman of the Board I am pleased 
to report that Ivan Shaw, Jenny Treeby, 
Warren Lloyd and Brian Boulton have 
been reappointed to the Dried Fruits 
Australia Board for 2-year terms and 
Tony Martin for a 1-year term. In addition, 
Shannon Sharp has been appointed 
as a special expertise member for a 
2-year term. Shannon is the vineyard 
manager for Golden Dried Fruits and by 
co-incidence is featured as our Grower 
profile on page 16.

Mark King 
Chairman
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ATGA Chairman’s report

Richard Lomman 
Chairman

Tackling maturity through testing 
procedure
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One big difference is the location of 
sampling. A large Sunraysia exporter 
told me when testing maturity levels 
in fruit for their export markets, they 
sample from the bottom of the bunch. 
Most, if not all, growers sample from 
the middle of the bunch!! This is not so 
much to tell us when we have the best 
product for consumers, but more to 
help us decide when to pick, and this 
leads to the first few days of harvest 
having fruit that meets the lowest 
acceptable standard as an average!

If the major retailers adopt this testing 
procedure, we will definitely see an 
improvement in eating quality, and 
we won’t have the disastrous drop in 
sugar levels between the end of the 
United States import season and the 
beginning of the Australian season. This 
will only work if the retailers explain 
this procedure to the growers before 
they commence harvest, and this is our 
request to them.

We will continue to track pre-season 
maturity in Emerald fruit through DC or 
store testing and a relatively low key 
promotional plan via social media. As 
our social media following increases, 
we will be able to use this as a vehicle 
to maintain pressure on growers and 
retailers with regard to sugar levels. In 
the meantime let’s hope the retailers 
don’t get pressured into lowering 
maturity specifications, as there 
shouldn’t be any need with lower bunch 
numbers. 

 I hope everyone has a delightful 
season. 

Richard Lomman 
Chairman

Hello to all. 

Another season is in progress, and 
most growers will have an idea of 
crop loads and bunch sizes by now. 
I know there were some nervous 
growers in Sunraysia as the overnight 
temperatures dropped to just above 
freezing. I hope everyone got through 
relatively unscathed. It has been cool 
overnight in St George at the time of 
writing this report, but the days are 
nice, although a bit windy.

The ATGA has been busy since we 
last communicated, with some fruit 
and vegetable trade shows attended 
in Asia, and on-going communications 
with trade and biosecurity personnel. 
Jeff will update you on these actions. 

We have also met with the three major 
supermarkets and are trying to help 
them understand the maturity aspect of 
table grapes. We have outlined some 
strategies to assist in lifting the overall 
eating experience of Australian table 
grapes, particularly in the early parts of 
each growing district. 

Yes, I am still on that same thought, 
and will remain so until we see quality 
return to what Australian consumers 
expect. This is the number one issue 
facing theindustry and we need to 
address it if we are to achieve the 
desired end result of having a product 
on supermarket shelves that delights 
our customers and sees them coming 
back for more.

There are strong indications that 
Emerald crops will be lighter this 
season with reports of three to six 
kilograms per vine consistently being 
voiced. This is slightly above traditional 
yields, yet significantly lower than the 
disastrously high volumes produced 
from this early growing district during 
the last three seasons. The flow-on 
is hoped to be a product with higher 
sugar levels, follow up purchases from 
consumers and better prices than the 
2012 to 2014 seasons. 

I am a firm believer that lower volumes 
of fruit sold at higher prices will lead 
to better bottom line for growers, 
wholesalers and retailers. The only 
people that suffer from lower volumes 
are the seasonal workers and 
packaging and transport companies. 

The protocols we have instigated are 
simple, easy to understand and should 
lead to a better product.
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Cover story

MoU for horticulture furthers trade opportunities 
with China

Australia’s trade relationship with 
China continues to grow from strength 
to strength as a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between 
Horticulture Innovation Australia (Hort 
Innovation) and the China Entry-Exit 
Inspection and Quarantine Association 
(CIQA) is signed.

The MoU seeks to create a framework 
for mutually beneficial engagement of 
horticultural trade interests between 
the two countries. It is one part of the 
Australian horticulture industry’s holistic 
trade strategy, including identifying 
opportunities arising from the China-
Australia Free Trade Agreement 
(ChAFTA).

Hort Innovation’s General Manager, 
Research, Marketing and Investments, 
David Moore told ABC radio that the 
MoU formalised arrangements that had 
been going on for some time between 
some of Australia’s exporting industries 
and Hort Innovation’s predecessor, 
Horticulture Australia. 

“It’s a commitment to more frequent 
meetings, greater two-way sharing 
of research and development to the 
advantage of each country,” he said.  

He said even though the MoU was “not 
legally binding”, there was no doubt 
it would carry a significant amount of 
weight and help to open doors in China. 
“And in the continual improvement 

process we are after with market 
access and market improvement 
opening those doors is crucial.”

The MoU was signed at a ceremony at 
the Australian Embassy in Beijing on 
Thursday 10 September, as part of Hort 
Innovation’s hosting of the Australia 
Fresh pavilion at the 2015 China Fruit 
and Vegetable Fair (FVF) from 9-11 
September. 

The ceremony was hosted by Mr Moore 
and Hort Innovation Trade Manager, 
Sam Lawrence, with special guests, 
CIQA President, Ge Zhirong, CIQA 
Secretary General, Bao Junkai, Chief 
Inspector of the Administration of 
Quality Supervision, Inspection and 
Quarantine (AQSIQ), Xiang Yuzhang, 
and CIQA Senior Adviser, Guo Lisheng. 

Jeff Scott attended the ceremony 
on behalf of the Australian Table 
Grape Association and was among 
representatives from the Almond Board 
Australia, Apple and Pear Australia 
Limited, Cherry Growers Australia, 
Citrus Australia, Australian Mango 
Industry Association, Summerfruit 
Australia, Fruit Growers Tasmania and 
CCW Wines. Leaders from the Chinese 
wholesale, import and retail and sectors 
were also present.

Other guests included the Australian 
Agricultural Counsellors to China, the 
Australian Trade Commissioner and 

officials from the Australian Embassy 
Beijing and the Victorian and Tasmanian 
Governments. 

Mr Scott said Australian table grapes 
have had legal access to the Chinese 
market since 2012 and there had been 
a steady increase in the number of 
containers sent each year. 

“This season 84,000 tonnes of table 
grapes, worth A$240million, were 
exported around the world,” Mr Scott 
said. “China had the lion’s share, taking 
41% of Australia’s table grape exports 
including Hong Kong.” 

He said that the signing of the MoU 
was an important step in furthering 
trade relations with China because it is 
such a vital growth market to Australian 
producers, and the signing of such 
deeds solidifies relationships between 
each country.

China FVF
China FVF took place at the National 
Convention Centre in Beijing from 9-11 
September. It is quite different to all 
other fresh produce trade shows due to 
its strong sponsorship and support by 
AQSIQ and the CIQA,.

Mr Scott said AQSIQ play an important 
role in market access applications 
and are responsible for inspection and 
quarantine of fruits entering the country. 
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“The opportunity to liaise with AQSIQ 
representatives and senior government 
officials has been extremely beneficial 
in progressing our market access 
application and negotiating changes to 
the work plan,” he said.

“Face-to-face contact with importers, 
buyers and government officials 
during the show has helped to develop 
business relationships that will benefit 
trade. It’s important to foster these 
relationships through frequent visits, 
but also work to extend the network 
through new contacts.”

Mr Scott said this was the sixth time 
the ATGA had attended the trade 
show, and each year their presence 
had helped to reinforce and strengthen 
Australia’s commitment to the market. 

But Australia is not alone in its 
endeavours to further trade to China 
with delegations from Argentina, Chile, 
Ecuador, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru 
and South Africa also in attendance.

Mr Scott said that while market access 
discussions were an important part 
of China FVF, it was also important to 
showcase Australian table grapes to 
an audience of Chinese buyers and 
consumers, and that’s where being a 
part of the Australia Fresh pavilion was 
a real advantage.

“The Australia Fresh pavilion is a one-
stop shop for international buyers, but 
it is also a great way of dispersing key 
messages about the industries who are 
participating,” he said. 

“This year Australia Fresh focused on 
the research that was driving quality 
and food safety, using Hort Innovation 
projects to illustrate commitment to 
innovation and how we meet consumer 
demands or raise the bar on food safety 
standards.”

In addition to the trade show, Hort 
Innovation organised a technical 
workshop – the 6th China-Australia 
Workshop on Horticultural Cooperation. 
The workshop, co-sponsored by Hort 
Innovation and China’s CIQA, saw a 
series of presentations from industry 
in both countries aiming to expand 
understanding and cooperation across 
the horticulture sector.

Government invests in 
export
While the Australia China Free Trade 
Agreement (ChAFTA) is yet to be 

ratified, the Australian Government 
continues to support Australian 
horticultural export to the Asian region. 
Last month Minister for Agriculture 
and Water Resources, Barnaby Joyce 
announced a $5.3 million boost to 
export access for small agribusinesses 
in the Assisting Small Exporters 
program. The ATGA received $333,300 
over three years to develop an online 
system to enable small exporters to get 
faster, simpler export accreditation.

Mr Scott said the grant was timely with 
more growers taking up the opportunity 
to export now that exporting conditions 
had improved.

“Completing registrations in previous 
years has relied on a considerable 
amount of administration. Even the 
requirement to manually mail copies 
of the registrations to Melbourne and 
Canberra was time consuming and 
often unreliable,” he said. 

“What we now have in place can be 
seen by the grower, ATGA and the 
Department of Agriculture (DoA) in real 
time, which is a huge advantage given 
the location differential between all 
parties.

“Furthermore, the inclusion of a 
custom-made online spatial mapping 
service allows growers to easily identify 
their vineyards for registrations, which 
in turn allows DoA to locate properties 
instantly when conducting their annual 
audits.”

Mr Scott said this year more growers 
had register using the online service, 
than in any of the previous years.

Exporters will receive further assistance 
with the Federal Government will 
invest $30.8 million to establish new 
agricultural counsellor positions in 
Vietnam, Malaysia and the Middle 
East, as well as additional high level 
counsellors in Bangkok and in China.

Minister Joyce, said the government’s 
investment was about ensuring that 
Australian producers gain better access 
to premium overseas markets, with help 
to tackle technical barriers to trade and 
expand emerging markets as well as to 
maintain existing markets.

“These new positions will substantially 
strengthen Australia’s existing overseas 
agricultural counsellor network in 
key markets based in Tokyo, Beijing, 
Seoul, Jakarta, Washington, Rome and 
Dubai,” Minister Joyce said.

“The successful candidates for the new 
counsellor positions are undergoing 
intensive training and industry 
consultation so that they can deliver the 
best benefit for Australian farmers when 
they take up their posts in January next 
year.”

Promising outlook
The outlook for Australian table grape 
exports is promising. The continual 
slide of the Australian dollar against 
other currencies will make Australian 
grapes more competitive in the 
marketplace. Furthermore, a suite 
of new free trade agreements (FTAs) 
in Asia has Australia on a more level 
playing field with Southern Hemisphere 
competitors who have agreements in 
place.

FTAs with Japan and South Korea in 
the last 12 months have coincided with 
those countries signing off on protocols 
for quarantine access. The first 6 
tonnes shipment of table grapes at the 
end of 2014 season paved the way to 
generate 588t in the first full year of the 
season in 2015, with the tariff falling 
from 45% to 18% under the FTA from 1 
January to 30 April, and will be phased 
out by 2018. 

Similarly the first shipments of the new 
access protocol for Japan were 235t in 
2014 and lifted to 2,393t in 2015 as the 
Japan Australia Economic partnership 
Agreement (JAEPA) came into force. 
Tariffs fell from 17% to 13.9% and will 
continue to fall to zero over ten years 
as new trade is established. Indeed 
the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) is 
anticipated to deliver an accelerated 
schedule of tariff reductions for Japan, 
which is great news as Australian 
grapes find a place in the Japanese 
market. 

The pending FTA with China is likely 
to influence even larger opportunities 
as we are seeing with the 13% tariff 
expected to be reduced over a few 
years when signed into force and will 
allow Australia to compete with other 
southern hemisphere players, Chile 
and Peru which already have FTAs with 
China in place and account for almost 
75% of China’s 225,000t of table grape 
imports in 2014/15.

The demand for table grapes in these 
Asian markets appears insatiable and 
Australia is developing the relationships 
and supply chain capabilities to be 
a trusted and sustainable long-term 
supplier.
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News

Opportunity to invest and cut energy and 
operating costs

Diary 2015
OCTOBER 

22-24 Australian National Field Days, 
Orange, NSW, T: (02) 6362 1588, 
E: info@anfd.com.au   
W: www.anfd.com.au

23-25 PMA Fresh Summit Convention 
and Expo, Atlanta, Georgia, 
United States,  
W: www.freshsummit.com

28-30 Fruit attraction, Madrid, Spain,  
W: www.ifema.es/
fruitattraction_06

NOVEMBER
3-4 Fruitnet: Peru-Asia Export 

Forum, Lima Peru,  
W: www.sh-congress.com/home

6-8 National Biological Farming 
Conference and Expo 2015, 
Southern Cross University, 
Lismore, NSW,  
T: (02) 6628 1788,  
M: 0448 026 230,  
W: www.soilcare.org

18  Australian Dried Tree Fruits 
Annual Conference, Loxton 
Research Centre, Loxton. 
South Australia. Contact Dried 
Fruits Australia  
T: (03) 5023 5174, 
E: driedtreefruits@
driedfruitsaustralia.org.au

19-21 7th iFresh China: Fruit & 
Vegetable Expo, INTEX 
Shanghai, China,  
E: fair@ifreshinfo.com,  
W: www.ifreshfair.cn/index

2016 - JANUARY
10 New Varieties Field Walk, Allan 

Long's property, intersection of 
Westcliffs and Ropers Roads, 
Cardross. Contact Dried Fruits 
Australia: T: (03) 5023 5174.

FEBRUARY
3-5 Fruit Logistic, Messe Berlin 

GmbH, Berlin, Germany,  
W: www.fruitlogistica.de/en

MARCH
3-4 Global Agriculture Summit 

2016, Growing connections for 
flourishing communities, Dordt 
College, Sioux Center, Iowa, 
United States,  
W: www.agrisummit.org

8-11 Foodex Japan 2016, Makuhari 
Messe, Chiba, Japan,  
W: www3.jma.or.jp/foodex/en 

Energy prices in Australia have risen 
sharply in the past 5-10 years adding 
significant cost to production. This is a 
major concern for Australia’s horticulture 
industries which become less 
competitive in the global food market. 

A new investment program offers 
growers the chance to cut their energy 
and operating costs and lift business 
performance. The Clean Energy Finance 
Corporation (CEFC) is providing $120 
million through the National Australia 
Bank (NAB) to help businesses upgrade 
industrial and agricultural equipment, 
increase their uptake of solar, and switch 
to greener vehicles.

This investment program is available 
to provide an incentive for businesses 
to act now, undertaking both small and 
large scale projects, up to $5 million. 

“Energy use is a major cost for 
Australia’s agricultural sector and, 
unless addressed, can adversely affect 
Australia’s economic competitiveness,” 
CEFC Chief Executive Officer Oliver 
Yates said.

“The CEFC is looking to incentivise 
business to invest in high performance, 
energy efficient technologies, including 
vehicles and equipment, so commercial 
operators in rural and regional Australia 
can benefit from lower energy and 
operating costs, while reducing 
emissions.” 

The CEFC-NAB program will finance a 
broad range of activities, including:

¡¡ equipment such as variable speed 
pumps in the irrigation sector 

¡¡ upgrades to industrial and 
commercial refrigeration which 
significantly cut energy use

¡¡ biogas, bio-digesters and micro 
turbines, and fuel switching 
equipment and processes

¡¡ installation of rooftop solar PV, solar 
thermal for hot water and heat pumps 
and solar PV to displace diesel 
generation.

¡¡ higher fuel efficiency vehicles, hybrid 
and electric vehicles and related 
infrastructure. 

“With the right equipment, businesses 

can lower energy and operating costs, 
cut heating, cooling and lighting bills 
and even create energy from waste,” Mr 
Yates said. 

He said in projects that the CEFC is 
financing, agribusinesses typically would 
expect to halve their on-grid electricity 
or gas consumption by switching to 
on-site generation and manufacturers 
upgrading equipment could expect to 
lower their energy costs by up to 30%.

To find out more about the loans 
visit the CEFC website W: www.
cleanenergyfinancecorp.com.au or the 
National Australia Bank website  
W: www.nab.com.au/business and 
follow the Loan and finance links to 
Equipment finance and the Energy 
Efficient Bonus.

APRIL
5-7 Irrigation New Zealand 

Conference and Expo 2016, 
Oamaru, New Zealand,  
W: www.irrigationnz.
co.nz/events-training/
conference-2016

12-15 FHA Singapore 2014, 
Singapore Expo, Singapore,  
W: www.foodnhotelasia.com
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Ethrel minor use permit approved

“Ethrel is not forgiving 
like calcium nitrate.” 

Nevis produce and supply top quality grape 
bags in LDPE, CPP and laminated material  

Our bags are supplied in all shapes  
and sizes to accommodate our customers 

We are at the forefront of innovation  
with the new TPS and PBG products. 

Nevis presents your product in first  
class packaging to your customer. 

Contact: Kevin Orman 
Call: +44 78 8771 1317 
Email: kevin@nevis-int.com  

www.nevis-int.com  

Contact: Celina Lee 
Call: +852 9180 5185 
Email: nevis@nevis-int.com  

Nevis International Ltd 
NEVIS-INT. LTD

Minor use permit

Dried grape growers who need to 
chemically remove unwanted cordon 
bunches, now have the choice of a 
second chemical.

In the past calcium nitrate has been 
applied to remove unwanted cordon 
bunches in trellis-grown grapes for 
drying, but the chemical has adverse 
effects in Sunmuscat and Sunglo crops.

Ethrel was identified in a 2008 trial 
conducted by Victorian Department 
of Primary Industries as an effective 
alternate chemical for cordon bunch 
removal. However it is not currently 
registered in Australia for removal of 
cordon bunches in dried grape varieties.   

Earlier this year Dried Fruits Australia's 
Industry Development Officer John 
Hawtin and Alison MacGregor from 
SunRise mapping developed a case 
to enable legitimate use in dried grape 
crops and lodged it with the Australian 
Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines 
Authority (APVMA).

The APVMA has since issued 
PER81476, a minor use permit allowing 

Ethrel to be applied to dried grape 
varieties for bunch removal in trellis-
grown grapes for drying.

Mr Hawtin said the news would be 
welcomed by Sunmuscat and Sunglo 
growers in particular.

"The burnt cane tips of Sunmuscat vines 
are slow to recover from calcium nitrate 
applications and as a result there are 
fewer replacement canes. While Sunglo 
is prone to growing a second, and even 
a third, crop from shooting auxiliary 
buds at the burnt tips of canes following 
calcium nitrate sprays," he said.

These detrimental effects have not been 
observed when Ethrel is applied. New 
shoots appear to be free from damage; 
new Sunmuscat canes are not set back 
and continue to grow on strongly and 
there is no second crop in Sunglo as 
a result of spraying for cordon bunch 
removal, he said.

Caution
Mr Hawtin advised growers to take 
extra precautions when using Ethrel.

"Ethrel is not forgiving like calcium 
nitrate," he said.

"Growers applying calcium nitrate can 
get away with some fine mist or over-
spray as there are minimal adverse 
effects on off-target bunches. Even 
when a large drop of calcium nitrate 
falls on a bunch shoulder, it simply 
burns that shoulder off.

"In contrast Ethrel will abort the 
developing berries of any bunch that it 
comes in contact with," he said.

Care is needed to avoid Ethrel spray 
drift and over-spraying onto non-target 
bunches, otherwise crop losses may 
eventuate.  

Growers considering using Ethrel for 
the first time should talk to Mr Hawtin 
before applying the chemcial.
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Open letter

Table grape maturity testing – 2015 season
The following document has been 
created to outline retail maturity testing 
plans for the 2015 table grape season 
and beyond. 

Background 
Each year the table grape industry 
experiences fruit maturity issues due 
to growers and retailers striving to be 
the first to offer fruit on the domestic 
market. This issue occurs throughout all 
domestic supply growing regions. 

Traditionally the maturity specifications 
set by major supermarkets, wholesale 
markets and growers have been 
measured by taking a random sample 
of berries from the middle of the bunch 
and then combining this sample to 
achieve an average Brix level. 

Some grower/suppliers who supply 
major retail chains will then proceed 
to ‘strip’ pick their vines, hoping that 
the average test does not result in 
receiving a low sugar sample. As costs 
of production rise, and returns remain 
marginal, this practice will be difficult to 
change. 

New sampling regime 
In order to overcome the issues faced 
above, the Australian Table Grape 
Association would like to implement 
the following in conjunction with major 
retailers: 

¡¡ The ATGA recommends that 
growers, wholesalers and retailers 
revise the current sampling regime. 
Test fruit from the bottom of 
the bunch, in line with practices 
implemented by most exporting 
growers. 

¡¡ To provide a more accurate 
indication of fruit maturity in the 
crop, sampling is to come from the 
bottom of the bunch as this is where 
sugars generally accumulate last. 

This revised sampling practice will 
standardise the table grape industry’s 
approach to maturity testing and 
increase the overall quality of fruit on 
the shelves. 

Based on ATGA consumer research 
there will be an increase in repeat 
purchase behaviour as consumers have 
access to more consistent, high quality, 
sweet fruit from domestic retail outlets. 

On-farm maturity 
traceability 
ATGA will continue the Maturity testing 
project which commenced in 2014, and 
our on-farm pre-season Brix and sugar 
to acid ratio tracking. 

Unfortunately not all growers have 
agreed to participate in the pre-
season testing, but ATGA will continue 
to request their co-operation and 
participation again this season. 

DC testing 
DC testing will be undertaken again 
this season by an independent third 
party. Results will be available to 
individual companies and shall remain 
confidential as requested (keeping in 
mind that grower/suppliers supply all 
the major retailers). 

Additional note 
As the peak industry representative 
body, we will continue to improve the 
table grape industry’s reputation with 
both our growers and for the overall 
benefit of our consumers. Immature 

fruit is an aspect the industry has 
struggled to overcome throughout the 
last three years, and the industry is 
keen to see this change in 2015 and 
beyond. 

At present, our product has 
deteriorated greatly in both eating 
quality and freshness, which has been a 
result of constant oversupply of grapes 
from early regions during the peak 
periods. 

The market has not been diligent on 
quality, and damaged the reputation 
of our product amongst local 
consumers. The ATGA is asking for a 
fair, but tougher approach to maturity 
specifications. A collaborative approach 
between the retailers and the ATGA will 
strive to turn the fortunes of the table 
grape industry around. 

 Foreword 

   

i 
  

InnoGrape: Innovation in table grape production 
Sunraysia Table Grape Extension Program 
The Australian Table Grape Association (ATGA) is proud to support the InnoGrape: Innovation in Table Grape 
Production extension program in the Sunraysia region. In late 2014, the ATGA secured philanthropic funding 
through the Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal (FRRR) and the William Buckland Foundation to 
develop this exciting, new technical extension program for the Victorian table grape sector.  
The Australian table grape industry has recently opened up new export market opportunities in South Korea 
and Japan, via Free Trade Agreements (FTAs), and is keen to build on the success achieved in China. In 
Victoria, the table grape industry represents the highest value fresh horticultural export industry. However, the 
global table grape business is highly competitive and the key to prosperity for the Australian industry is to 
increase the volume of high quality fruit in order to meet the demands for each market, relative to their 
international competitors. 
InnoGrape aims to package the best technical table grape production knowledge into an easy to follow format 
and the program will be delivered at regional seminars by a team of recognised experts in their field. 
Participants are given the opportunity to interact with these experts to ensure personalised information is 
delivered to each table grape producer. This information will allow producers to better tailor their specific 
management practices to optimise vineyard productivity and the quality of their harvest. 
The InnoGrape team has developed ten specific training modules for 2014-15. Six regional workshops have 
been scheduled in the table grape production areas of Euston and Irymple during April (15 and 16),  
May (6 and 7) and June (10 and 11) 2015. Each workshop will feature the most up-to-date, regionally relevant 
technical information from a range of experts from Australia and the United States. The proposed modules, 
which include technical training notes, will address a number of important production topics: 
The InnoGrape team also aims to develop six short YouTube™ training videos, that build on specific aspects of 
selected modules in an easy to follow and easy to access format. 
The ATGA is pleased to see InnoGrape being delivered to the table grape industry, and while in 2014-15, the 
funding limits delivery of these workshops to Victoria/Sunraysia, it is envisaged that the materials and content 
can be extended nationally in the future. 
For further information visit the Australian Table Grape Association website www.australiangrapes.com.au or 
contact Rowena Norris at the ATGA on T: (03) 4009 0127; M: 0439 829 184 E: innogrape@gmail.com 

 
Jeff Scott 
ATGA Chief Executive 
 
 
 
InnoGrape is a joint collaboration between the Australian Table Grape Association (ATGA), AUSCAL 
Viticulture and others, with funds from the William Buckland Foundation/FRRR.  
 

Jeff Scott 
Chief Executive Officer

Revised Table Grape Maturity Testing 
for 2015 Season

Pre-2015: Traditionally a random 
sample of berries from the 
middle of the bunch is tested 
and the maturity measured.

2015 season: The ATGA has 
revised the sampling regime 
for maturity testing to see fruit 
samples taken from the bottom 
of the bunch. The bottom of 
the bunch is where sugars tend 
to accumulate last, therefore 
providing a more accurate 
indication of the minimum 
maturity of the crop.
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Funding boost for small exporters

News

Minister for Agriculture and Water 
Resources, Barnaby Joyce, today 
announced a boost of almost $1.9 million 
to market access initiatives for small 
exporters in the horticulture sector under 
the Coalition Government’s Package 
Assisting Small Exporters program.

The grants continue to deliver on 
the Coalition Government’s election 
commitment to support small exporters 
through its $15 million four year program.

“Access to premium overseas markets 
is an important element of driving profits 
back through the farmgate for our nation’s 
farmers,” Minister Joyce said.

“Table grape and citrus growers will get 
fast, simple online export accreditation, 
and cherry and stone fruit growers 
get help to reinforce our reputation as 
a reliable supplier of safe and quality 
produce.”

The small exporter grants for 
horticulturalists are as follows:

¡¡ The Australian Table Grape Association 
receives $333,300 over three years to 
develop an online export accreditation 
system 

¡¡ A $237,670 three year grant for Cherry 
Growers Australia to improve industry’s 
Biosecurity Management Program

¡¡ Citrus Australia receives $108,617 over 
12 months to develop an online export 
registration system 

¡¡ A two year $220,000 grant for 
Summerfruit Australia to create a pest 
and disease control strategy

¡¡ A 12 month $87,560 grant for 
the Australian Mangoes Industry 
Association to develop a marketing 
plan to prioritise the strategic direction 
for exports

¡¡ The Queensland DAFF receives 
$92,400 for a 12 month study into 
innovative air freight packaging to 
improve the shelf life of green leafy 
vegetables

¡¡ A 12 month $117,095 grant for Cedar 
Flowers to assess the efficacy of a 
wildflower fumigant, vapormate. 

¡¡ AUSVEG SA receive a 12 month 
$41,472 grant to help South Australian 
growers increase their knowledge of 
exporting and better understand supply 
chain logistics

¡¡ Avocados Australia receive a three year 
$250,000 grant is to develop a market 
access strategy for Asia and the Middle 
East

¡¡ A two year $95,255 grant for Ausveg 

to develop a training package for 
the vegetable growers in Victoria, 
Queensland and Western Australia to 
increase growers’ skills in exporting

¡¡ Central Victorian Exporters Network 
receives $275,000 over two years to 
set up an advisory service, providing 
structured business support to 
agribusinesses to become export 
ready.

“This targeted support comes on the 
back of historic trade agreements the 
government has signed with China, 
Japan and Korea, new technical market 
access breakthroughs for horticulture, as 
well as a significant boost to our network 
of overseas agricultural counsellors,” 
Minister Joyce said. 

“Under the package, a total of $5.3 million 
(GST inclusive) has been committed so 
far to small exporters. This is in addition 
to the $1.3 million already provided in 
rebates to assist small exporters with 
export registration charges.”

Further information on the Package 
Assisting Small Exporters can be found at 
the Department of Agriculture’s website: 
www.agriculture.gov.au/export/product-
overseas/package-assisting-small-
exporters
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DFA Chief Executive’s report

New initiative to stimulate investment in dried fruit 
industry

Phil Chidgzey
DFA CEO

Dried fruit import statistics
Import statistics (tonnes) for 6 months to 31 August, 2015

Total dried grapes imports: 10,219t 
down 3,930t on the same period last 
year

Sultanas: 8,136t 
down 937t from 9,073t imported in 
same period last year.  
Main suppliers: Turkey 6,912t, China 
576t

Currants: 777t 
up 330t from 407t imported in same 
period last year. Main suppliers: Greece 
720t, South Africa 43t

Other dried grapes (TSRs): 1,305t 
down 3,391t from 4,696t imported in 
same period last year. Main suppliers: 
US 445t, Iran 225t

Dried Fruits Australia’s strategy to 
attract new investment and to ensure 
the industry operates at a critical mass 
necessary for securing its long-term 
future is one step closer with a new 
initiative announced in August.

The $4.9 million Dried Vine Fruit 
Diversification and Sustainability 
Initiative is part of the Murray-
Darling Basin Regional Economic 
Diversification Program designed 
to strengthen and diversify the local 
economies of communities impacted 
by the Murray-Darling Basin Plan. 

Dried Fruits Australia Chairman Mark 
King said Australia had been an 
innovator and technology developer 
in dried fruit production and grape 
viticulture for over a century, but the 
industry had lost its capacity to satisfy 
domestic markets and maintain export 
trade. 

“A combination of drought and the 
vagaries of world pricing has seen a 
significant drop in grower numbers 
and our Australian-based processors 
are under pressure from the lack of 
throughput.

“This new initiative aims to stimulate 
investment in new plantings of superior 
sultana type varieties such as Sunglo 
and Sunmuscat and Black Gem currants 
on efficient production blocks using 
Swingarm trellis. These are high yielding 
varieties with greater resilience to rain 
and are suitable for trellis drying.”

The objective of the initiative is to 
make a strong move towards returning 
the industry to 25-30,000 tonnes 
production. This will be achieved by 
planting a minimum of 180 hectares to 
new varieties and efficient production 
systems at a capital expenditure cost of 
$4.8 million. The plantings are expected 
to contribute an additional 1,500 tonnes 
of dried fruit to annual production.

A minimum of 20 growers will be 
involved in the project, which will 
provide an annual economic benefit 
of about $9 million at full production 
and is expected to create 24 jobs in 
dried grape production, processing and 
retailing.

Mr King said participants need to plant 
new vines in 2015-16, 2016-17 or, if 
funds remain available, in 2017-18. 
Developments which are staged over 
two years will be welcomed, while 
staging over three years may also be 
possible if funding remains. 

Participating growers will be 
reimbursed 20% of the capital costs 
involved in developing new vines and 
vineyard systems (18% on completion 
of capital works and 2% when fruit 

production is achieved), including:

¡¡ Purchase of new commercial 
varieties (top-worked and/or grafted 
vines)

¡¡ Vine production systems (posts, 
end assemblies, trellis heads, wire, 
and trellises)

¡¡ Installation costs (contract 
installation of posts, wire, trellises, 
vine planting, grafting). 

Mr King said growers will need a vine 
development proposal which involves 
a minimum of 4 hectares (for new 
vine growers) or 2ha (for existing vine 
growers) and the establishment of 
new varieties (eligible varieties include: 
Sunmuscat, Sunglo, Summer Muscat, 
Diamond Muscat, Selma Pete, Bruce’s 
Sport, and Black Gem).

They will need to sign an agreement 
with DFA committing to a capital 
development schedule within the project 
timeframe and demonstrate that they 
can secure at least 82% of the capital 
costs to implement the new plantings 
(as well as any necessary additional 
assets or infrastructure that may be 
involved in their specific proposal).

Mr King said the initiative had been 
very well received by industry with 25 
grower applicants planning to plant 
90.1ha in 2015-16 and a further 79.8 
hectares (indicative) in 2016-17. “This 
is remarkably 94% of the target area 
planted using only 38% of the capital 
expenditure.” 

Dried apricots: 2,105t 
up 111t from 1,994t imported in same 
period last year. Main suppliers: Turkey 
1,617t, South Africa 284t

Prunes: 1,013t 
up 198t from 815t imported in same 
period last year. Main suppliers: US 
587, Chile 472t
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Drying for profit

Training offered to become an approved supplier

John Hawtin
Industry Development  
Officer

Increasingly, processors are being 
asked by their customers what quality 
assurance system is in place along 
the entire supply line of dried grapes. 
At the grower level the industry has 
implemented a Dried Grape Approved 
Supplier program (DGASP) where all 
chemical applications to vines are 
recorded in a mandatory spray diary and 
withholding periods for the chemicals 
used adhered to in order to minimise the 
risk of chemical residues in the product. 

Growers that are new to growing grapes, 
or that have changed over from the wine 
industry, must complete the DGASP 
training and successfully complete 
AusChem training to be recognised as 
an approved supplier.

If a grower is not an approved supplier, 
a $60/tonne penalty will be applied by 
processors.

Dried Fruits Australia is currently the only 
provider of the DGASP training for the 
industry. A training session will be held 
in the near future, the date has yet to be 
decided. The cost is $33.00 for Dried 
Fruits Australia members and $110.00 
for non-members.

Any grower requiring DGASP training 
should register with Dried Fruits 
Australia by phoning (03) 5023 5174.

New Varieties Field Walk
There is renewed interest in new varieties 
following the announcement of the Dried 
Vine Diversification and Sustainability 
Initiative. The program offers a 20% 
subsidy on approved redevelopment 
costs for planting or replanting new 
patches of dried grapes. However, 
selecting which dried grape variety(ies) to 
plant can be a difficult decision.

Many growers are looking closely at 
the maturity of individual varieties when 
choosing what to plant. Often they are 
electing to plant a mix of varieties with 
varying maturity times to help minimise 
the risk of damage to the fruit from 
a single rain event and to spread the 
workload over harvest. But nothing 
beats seeing the variety growing and 
hearing at first hand how it performs.

“If a grower is not an 
approved supplier, a 
$60/tonne penalty will 
be applied.”
Over the past few years, Cardross 
grower, Allan Long has opened his 
property for a field walk to allow 
growers to observe his plantings of 
new sultana-type varieties to directly 
compare the varieties themselves.

Mr Long will again host the new 
varieties field walk on 10 January 2016 
at 10:00am on his  property situated at 
the intersection of Westcliffs road and 
Ropers Road, Cardross.

Some varieties will soon be removed 
from the demonstration block, so this 
will also be the last opportunity to 
see the complete collection. Further 
information will be sent to Dried Fruits 
Australia members through DFA’s 
e-news service.

Chill data
Little is known about the chill 
requirements to break dormancy in 
sultanas on Ramsey. To help growers 
understand more about this phenomenon 
Dried Fruits Australia has been collecting 
chill data for the past four years.

Data loggers were placed in four 
locations throughout Sunraysia in 
late May to measure and record 
temperatures and determine the level of 
chill. Data was collected from  
25 May to 3 August and the level of chill 
calculated using the Utah method.

This year an average of 716.4 chill hours 
were accumulated during this period. 
This is 358.9 chill hours more than the 
same period last year, (Table 1).

The much higher chill equivalent this 
year was due to at least two factors: 

¡¡ There were far less days over 16°C 
in late May, early June and late July 
in 2015 than there were in 2014. 

¡¡ There were more hours between the 
1.5°C and 12.4°C giving maximum 
chill hour equivalents. 

Dried Fruits Australia members were 
emailed the results through the DFA’s 
e-news service. The timely information 
enabled members to compare the 
percentage bud burst in 2014 and 
decide if Dormex® should be applied 
to improve bud burst along the fruiting 
canes of sultanas. 

Property Identification 
code
Biosecurity risks pose an enormous 
threat to horticultural industries and 
their growers and can wipe out a 
production area if not brought under 
control quickly.

To allow better management of a pest 
or disease outbreak, the Victorian 
Government made it mandatory for all 
growers of more than 0.5 hectares of 
grapes to have a Property Identification 
Code (PIC). This legislation came into 
force on 1 July 2012, but the uptake by 
growers has been poor, and if an incursion 
eventuates, the industry will suffer.

Growers are encouraged to apply for 
their PIC using the online registration 
form from the Department of Economic 
Development, Jobs, Transport 
and Resources (DEDJTR; formerly 
Department of Environment and 
Primary Industries) website or pick 
up an application form from the local 
DEDJTR office.

There is no charge to apply for your 
Property Identification Code.

All information given by growers will 
remain confidential with the biosecurity 
unit of the Victorian Government and 
will only be used in the management of 
an outbreak of a pest or disease.

Table 1. Chill hour equivalents measured in Sunraysia.

Year Average Chill Hour Equivalents (Utah) Difference on previous year

2012 457.00

2013 326.17 -130.83

2014 357.50 +31.33

2015 716.40 +358.90
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ATGA Chief Executive’s report

Jeff Scott 
ATGA CEO

ATGA initiatives aim to foster international trade

Horticulture Innovation Australia led 
the industry participation at the recent 
China Food and Vegetable World 
Trade show, (China FVF) organised 
and conducted by China Entry and 
Exit Inspection and Quarantine 
Association (CIQA). This is the first time 
Hort Innovation itself has become the 
organiser for industry and I am pleased 
to say it went well. In the past our 
international trade show involvement 
was co-ordinated by Australia Fresh, 
of which the Australian Table Grape 
Association is an industry member. 

China’s main body for assessing market 
access and improvements, AQSIQ, 
is also in attendance at China FVF 
making participation beneficial from a 
political and relationship-building point 
of view with China. A formal reception 
dinner with CIQA and a dedicated 
research and development forum 
during the trade show provide plenty of 
opportunities to meet with CIQA staff.

The ATGA presented at the R&D forum 
along with various Australian industries 
and China divisions. My presentation 
focused on how the Australian grape 
industry can work in partnership with 
the Chinese table grape industries. 

This became quite topical as an 
impromptu Australia China bi-lateral 
meeting took place at China FVF 
where the two main agenda items 
of discussions were Chinese table 
grapes into Australia and Australian 
summerfruit into China. Up until that 
point Australia had refused access for 
Chinese table grapes based on the 
regions they wished to export from. 
However China has changed their 
approach and at the meeting proposed 
to only export from the Xinjiang 
Province, which was subsequently 
approved by the Australian Department 
of Agriculture. So it is opportunistic 
to now form a relationship with the 
Xinjiang table grape industry with the 
purpose of fostering our ties with the 

region where China intends to export 
grapes from. 

Unexpectedly, at the bi-lateral meeting 
China proposed the use of methyl 
bromide as a postharvest fumigation 
measure for Australia to consider if in 
the future they are granted access to 
export from other regions within China. 
This could bode very well for Australian 
exports as we would also request 
fumigation as a postharvest treatment 
which would allow air freight into China 
prior to Chinese New Year.

In other trade news, the ATGA has 
proposed a study for a new postharvest 
treatment to mitigate pests of concern 
to various trading partners. The project 
would include a full scientific study 
into the effectiveness of a SO

2 pad 
with in-transit cold treatment (ITCT) 
as postharvest mitigation of pests 
of concern, and is currently being 
considered by Hort Innovation for the 
coming harvest.

The proposal follows a successful 
small trial last year by the ATGA which 

proved very effective in killing all pests. 
If the results from the larger trial show 
that it is an effective mitigation process 
then the data will be presented to all 
exporting countries for acceptance.

Hort Innovation has continued with the 
re-organising of their company structure 
and staffing. Many of the original 
Horticulture Australia staff have left and 
new people appointed. The ATGA has 
a new promotions manager, Julie Willis, 
and the relationship manager position is 
now being discussed. 

Third party consultants will be engaged 
to undertake an external review of two 
projects the ATGA currently has with 
Hort Innovation - Communications and 
Market access and maintenance.

The Communications project includes 
editing and publishing of The Vine 
magazine, facilitating grower meetings 
and information sharing by emails, social 
media and the ATGA website www.
aussiegrapes. As the name implies, the 
Market access and maintenance project 
covers all the work the ATGA does in 
relation to market access, working with 
governments and facilitating grower 
registrations for export. 

The consultants will be paid from table 
grape levies at a potential cost of up 
to $80,000. As levy payers you may 
be contacted to give feedback on the 
projects. The outcome of these reviews 
will determine the on-going project 
relationship between the ATGA and 
Hort Innovation.

In the meantime the ATGA is continuing 
to work with the major retailers on 
maturity standards. ATGA Chairman 
Richard Lomman and I have been 
to a number of meetings with all 
major retailers and I have expressed 
my concern in an open letter which 
appears on page 8. 

We intend to continue with maturity 
testing on farm and at selected DC’s 
in the early harvest season once 
the project has been approved and 
contracted by Hort Innovation. The aim 
of the project is to ensure that there 
is good quality eating grapes from the 
launch of the Australian grapes season 
to make sure all consumers get the 
best eating experience.

China FVF is more than just an international 
trade show, it offers the opportunity to 
build relationships with CIQA and AQSIQ 
officials to improve trade between Australia 
and China.
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Japan: Bunch of grapes 
sells for record $8,200 
Source: wsj.com; Published: 10/7/2015 

Move aside, $6,200 melon: a single 
bunch of grapes sold for ¥1 million 
($8,200) at a wholesale auction in 
Japan’s Ishikawa prefecture. The selling 
price for the Ruby Roman grapes, 
grown in the prefecture on the west 
coast of Japan, was almost double 
last year’s record-breaking price of 
¥550,000 - also for the same type of 
grape. The 700 gram bunch that sold 
contained 26 grapes, meaning a single 
grape was worth about ¥38,000 ($315). 

Ruby Roman grapes were selectively 
bred to emphasise sweetness and low 
acidity. The breed was developed over 
14 years and the grapes went on sale 
in 2008, setting price records at auction 
nearly every year. 

The first batch of fruit and other foods 
is thought to bring good luck in Japan, 
and often attract bids considerably 
above true market value at auction. 

US supports sustainable 
grape production in 
Pakistan 
Source: USAID; Released 8/7/2015

The United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) 
hosted a training session for Pakistani 
farmers that introduced new techniques 
to produce grapes and ways to connect 
with merchants, processors and 
exporters to better prepare their crops 
for market. USAID has helped cultivate 
nearly 70% of the 170 hectares of 
grape vineyards in the Potohar region. 
Its Agribusiness Project helps medium 
and small-scale farmers by providing: 
plants and trellises; and training and 
technical assistance for growing, 
harvesting and marketing the crop. 

Global grape goss
Below are some headlines from across the globe which recently caught our 
attention! We have provided the source of each article should you decide to locate 
the full story. Note: these are amended versions of the published article.

Global grape goss

Hort growers lose fruit fly 
pesticide fight
Source: weeklytimesnow.com.au;  
Published: 5/10/2015

Fruit and vegetable growers will 
this month be banned from using 
what they say is the only remaining 
effective fruit-fly pesticide. Fenthion, 
a broad-spectrum organophosphorus 
insecticide used to prevent and treat 
fruit fly, will be phased out during 
October. The ban will come after 
growers have lost significant access to 
the alternative pesticide dimethoate.

Grapes show potential 
benefit for pre-diabetes  
Source: recorderonline.com;  
Published: 18/8/2015 

Consuming grapes helped improve 
glucose metabolism in an animal model 
of prediabetes, according to preliminary 
research presented at the Experimental 
Biology annual meeting in Boston, 
Massachusetts. Natural components 
found in grapes are thought to be 
responsible for these beneficial effects. 

The study, undertaken by Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State 
University, investigated the mechanism 
by which grape consumption may help 
improve glucose control. The study 
looked at the acute impact of grapes 
on blood glucose when the beneficial 
activities of glucagon-like-peptide  
(GLP-1), a type of hormone known to 
improve insulin response after meals, is 
impaired. A reduced insulin response is 
partly responsible for high blood sugar 
levels. 

The findings showed that grapes 
provided a distinct benefit. Specifically, 
the group that was administered freeze-
dried whole grape powder was able 
to keep blood glucose levels stable, 
and effectively counteract the negative 
effect of the inhibited activities of the 
GLP-1 hormone. Conversely, in the 
group that did not receive grapes, 
blood glucose levels soared when the 
activities of GLP-1 were impaired. 

“These findings demonstrate the 
potential for grapes to help prevent 
impaired glucose tolerance in a 
pre-diabetic population,” said lead 
investigator Dr Andrew Neilson.

Grape delivery service a 
fresh approach
Published: 5/8/2015

Queensland grape growers have begun 
setting up an online ordering service 
networking growers together. ‘Grape 
Grapes’ aims to deliver biologically 
grown, ready to eat grapes to people’s 
homes. “We aim to be a supplier of an 
exclusive line of premium fruit,” says 
Black Knight Table Grapes owner and 
grower Richard Lomman. “The last two 
or three years early season grapes have 
not been very good.”

The new marketing initiative will supply 
2kg boxes of white seedless grapes 
(and a limited number of mixed boxes) 
that have been picked ripe, and fresh. 
Grape Grapes will supply the public 
consumer as well as specialty grocers, 
farmers’ markets and wholesalers, who 
can all benefit from the convenience 
of online ordering, according to Mr 
Lomman.

“This year we’ll be making a push for 
Christmas time customers, but as 
the idea takes off we will hope to be 
selling all throughout the season,” says 
Mr Lomman. By setting up a pre-
order system, Mr Lomman believes 
consumers will enjoy access to better 
quality fruit, and growers will be able 
to sell more of their produce, reducing 
waste, and getting better returns. “We 
want to bring the focus back to quality 
produce, and drive a fair return for our 
effort.”

Visit the website: www.indiegogo.com/
projects/premium-fresh-real-tasty-
grapes#/story
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New season prospects look good

Sunbeam/Angas Park 
Dried Fruit Contacts:
David Swain, Supply Manager Dried Fruit:  

T: (03) 5051 4402 or M: 0407 834 044

Alan Lister, Field Officer:  

M: 0409 437 801 

Gary Simpson, Field Officer:  

M: 0429 960 234

Barry Bottams, Field Officer:  

M: 0439 214 477 

Steve Barty, Field Officer South Australia: 

M: 0417 838 908

Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

As we launch into the next harvest 
season, the prospects for all crops are 
good, with weather conditions over the 
winter months favourable for fruit set 
and development.

Dried grapes 
The 2015 harvest produced some of 
the best fruit we have seen for quite 
a few years making the Sunbeam ‘All 
Australian 18’ Quality Awards a hotly 
contested competition. 

The 6th year of the awards program saw 
winners deliver high quality fruit of a 
standard that Australia is renowned for, 
domestically and internationally.

Team members include: TJ & E 
Cetinich; DL & ME Patullo; Deangelis 
Trust; AL & DV Thompson; R,A,V,L,N 
&C Mammone; Prevco Pty Ltd; BP 
& RL Duffy; PV & IM Chamberlain; 
V Mammone; CJ & DM Batty; BCM 
Growers; RC & LE Lowe; DJ & AE 
Rhoden and the five Best On-Ground 
performers (pictured)  - Selene Gonzala 
and John Dwyer; Rick and Wendy 
Sherwell; Daniel and Natasha Smith; 
Joe and Nick Nocera; and Cos and 
Anna Piscioneri.

The Export Award for the best export 
quality sultanas for the season was 
presented to Selene Gonzala and  
John Dwyer. 

Sunbeam congratulates all award 
winners for this year.

Best Practice Guide
By now you should have received a 
copy of the Dried Grape Best Practice 
Guide, Part 3 Spring to Pre-Harvest, 
compliments of Dried Fruits Australia. 
This guide is a handy reference tool and 
we recommend you use it to prepare 
your vines for the launch into the next 
season. 

Dried Grape Approved 
Supplier Program
Two areas that require focus at this 
time of year are the Chemical Users 
Certificate and the Property Audit. To 
meet all the requirements of the Dried 
Grape Approved Supplier Program 
(DGASP) growers must have a current 
Chem Cert and have an up-to-date 

property audit. Contact your Field 
Officer if either of these areas need 
attention.

Overseas crops
Reports coming out of Turkey following 
the significant hail events are that the 
total crop could be at around 170,000 
-180,000 tonnes. This will see a major 
reduction in available fruit in the world 
market of over 100,000 tonnes and will 
help boost prices paid to growers in the 
coming season.

Prunes
The 2015 prune grading is complete 
and has resulted in a 50/50 spread 
of pittable and non-pittable sized 
prunes. This is a major deviation from 
the normal spread which is closer to 
80/20. The overall quantity and quality 
of the fruit has been very good, but the 
smaller size has meant that Angas Park 
is short of pittable sizes and will require 
imported product to keep our brand 
on the supermarket shelves. This is far 
from ideal as Angas Park prides itself 
on delivering to our customers a 100% 
Australian grown and packed product. 

It is very important that industry 
concentrate on producing the larger 
sizes as smaller fruit is uneconomical to 
produce and very hard to move in the 
market.

The 2016 season will see the first 
phase of Quality Assurance being 
implemented for the drying facility 
operators. The QA program will be 
designed to be easily implemented, 

cost effective and time effective while 
covering the requirements of a HACCP 
system. 

Tree fruit
Good chill hours through winter have 
helped with the setting of tree fruit 
crops. At this early stage, the main 
apricot varieties look to have an above 
average crop, so the potential is there 
for a good harvest. 

Peach, pear and nectarine still remain 
in an oversupply situation and very hard 
to move.

As we move into the harvest period we 
hope our Sunbeam Foods and Angas 
Park suppliers are looking forward to a 
hassle-free successful season.

Sunbeam’s five Best On-Ground performers join Sunbeam Foods General Manager 
Grant Leyden on a trip to Melbourne.
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California drought

California continues to fight exceptional drought, 
but at what cost?
Horticultural industries around the 
world are keeping a close eye on the 
Golden State which is now in its fourth 
year of severe drought. As a major 
supplier of table grapes, raisins and 
prunes (amongst a myriad of other 
horticultural crops) to the global market; 
any change to Californian production 
will have a significant effect on world 
supplies and pricing.

For the most part the Californian 
horticultural industry has survived and 
continues to grow. This is an amazing 
feat given that almost half the state is 
categorised as being in ‘exceptional 
drought’ by the US Drought Monitor on 
6 October, 2015 (see Drought progress 
map below).

The California Department of Food and 
Agriculture has requested a second 
annual report estimating the economic 
impacts from prolonged drought.

In this latest edition (The Economic 
Analysis of the 2015 Drought compiled 
by the UC Davis Center for Watershed 

Sciences, in conjunction with ERA 
Economics) authors attribute California 
agriculture’s resilience to the state’s vast 
reserves of groundwater and strong 
global demand for many of California-
grown fruits, nuts and vegetables which 
had kept commodity prices high.

According to the report surface water 
shortages will reach nearly 8.7 million 
acre-feet (10.7 gigalitres) in 2015. The 
number of wells continues to rise as 
growers search for water deep beneath 
the surface. Increased groundwater 
pumping is expected to replace about 
70% of the surface water shortage. But 
this too is at a higher cost with deeper 
wells requiring bigger pumps which 
consume more energy.

Despite increases in water transfer 
activity to sustain perennial fruit and nut 
orchards and grape vines and higher-
value vegetables, there is still a net water 
shortage of 2.7 million acre-feet (3.3GL), 
which will mean roughly 542,000 acres 
(~220,000 hectares) will be idle. 

With fewer crops planted about 10,100 
seasonal jobs directly related to farm 
production are expected to be lost in 
2015. This more than doubles to 21,000 
lost jobs when the spillover effects of 
the farm losses to all other economic 
sectors are taken into consideration.

The report finds that drought-related 
costs to the agriculture industry are 
about $US1.84 billion. The total impact 
of the 2015 drought to all economic 
sectors is an estimated $2.74 billion.

While this may seem an extraordinary 
high price, the authors’ California Water 
Blog concludes on a positive note 
saying that “the results show California 
agriculture is faring much better this 
year than many had predicted”.

Furthermore, they agreed with a recent 
commentary for the New York Times by 
journalist Charles Fishman who said, 
“amid all the nervous news, the most 
important California drought story is 
the one we aren’t noticing. California is 
weathering the drought with remarkable 
resilience.”

The U.S. Drought Monitor is jointly produced by the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the 
United States Department of Agriculture, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Maps courtesy of NDMC-UNLDecember 27, 2011

Valid 7 a.m. EST
(Released Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 33.91 66.09 5.41 0.00 0.00 0.00

Last Week 71.58 28.42 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

3 Months Ago 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of 
Calendar Year 98.62 1.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of
Water Year 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

One Year Ago 98.62 1.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

12/20/2011

9/27/2011

1/4/2011

9/27/2011

12/28/2010

Brad Rippey
U.S. Department of Agriculture
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June 25, 2013

Valid 7 a.m. EST
(Released Thursday, Jun. 27, 2013)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 0.00 100.00 98.21 92.61 0.00 0.00

Last Week 0.00 100.00 98.21 67.07 0.00 0.00

3 Months Ago 0.00 100.00 48.38 24.22 0.00 0.00

Start of 
Calendar Year 31.75 68.25 55.32 22.50 0.00 0.00

Start of
Water Year 11.95 88.05 69.41 22.27 1.14 0.00

One Year Ago 15.89 84.11 59.51 22.76 0.00 0.00

6/18/2013

3/26/2013

1/1/2013

9/25/2012

6/26/2012

Mark Svoboda
National Drought Mitigation CenterJu
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December 30, 2014

Valid 7 a.m. EST
(Released Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2014)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 0.00 100.00 98.12 94.34 77.94 32.21

Last Week 0.00 100.00 98.41 94.42 77.94 32.21

3 Months Ago 0.00 100.00 100.00 95.04 81.92 58.41

Start of 
Calendar Year 2.61 97.39 94.25 87.53 27.59 0.00

Start of
Water Year 0.00 100.00 100.00 95.04 81.92 58.41

One Year Ago 2.61 97.39 94.25 87.53 27.59 0.00

12/23/2014

9/30/2014

12/31/2013

9/30/2014

12/31/2013

Brad Rippey
U.S. Department of Agriculture
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June 26, 2012

Valid 7 a.m. EST
(Released Thursday, Jun. 28, 2012)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 15.89 84.11 59.51 22.76 0.00 0.00

Last Week 15.89 84.11 59.51 22.60 0.00 0.00

3 Months Ago 2.22 97.78 89.61 46.25 0.00 0.00

Start of 
Calendar Year 29.91 70.09 46.34 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of
Water Year 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

One Year Ago 87.71 12.29 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

6/19/2012

3/27/2012

1/3/2012

9/27/2011

6/28/2011

Richard Heim
NCDC/NOAAJu
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December 31, 2013

Valid 7 a.m. EST
(Released Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 2.61 97.39 94.25 87.53 27.59 0.00

Last Week 2.61 97.39 94.25 84.88 27.59 0.00

3 Months Ago 2.63 97.37 95.95 84.12 11.36 0.00

Start of 
Calendar Year 31.75 68.25 55.32 22.50 0.00 0.00

Start of
Water Year 2.63 97.37 95.95 84.12 11.36 0.00

One Year Ago 31.75 68.25 55.32 22.50 0.00 0.00

12/24/2013

10/1/2013

1/1/2013

10/1/2013

1/1/2013

Matthew Rosencrans
CPC/NCEP/NWS/NOAA
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June 30, 2015

Valid 8 a.m. EDT
(Released Thursday, Jul. 2, 2015)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 0.14 99.86 98.71 94.59 71.08 46.73

Last Week 0.14 99.86 98.71 94.59 71.08 46.73

3 Months Ago 0.15 99.85 98.11 93.44 66.60 41.41

Start of 
Calendar Year 0.00 100.00 98.12 94.34 77.94 32.21

Start of
Water Year 0.00 100.00 100.00 95.04 81.92 58.41

One Year Ago 0.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 78.97 36.46

6/23/2015

3/31/2015

12/30/2014

9/30/2014

7/1/2014

Brian Fuchs
National Drought Mitigation CenterJu
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December 25, 2012

Valid 7 a.m. EST
(Released Thursday, Dec. 27, 2012)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 30.94 69.06 56.19 25.22 0.05 0.00

Last Week 30.94 69.06 56.19 26.15 0.05 0.00

3 Months Ago 11.95 88.05 69.41 22.27 1.14 0.00

Start of 
Calendar Year 29.91 70.09 46.34 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of
Water Year 11.95 88.05 69.41 22.27 1.14 0.00

One Year Ago 33.91 66.09 5.41 0.00 0.00 0.00

12/18/2012

9/25/2012

1/3/2012

9/25/2012

12/27/2011

Richard Heim
NCDC/NOAA
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June 24, 2014

Valid 8 a.m. EDT
(Released Thursday, Jun. 26, 2014)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 0.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 76.69 32.98

Last Week 0.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 76.69 32.98

3 Months Ago 0.00 100.00 99.80 95.21 71.78 23.42

Start of 
Calendar Year 2.61 97.39 94.25 87.53 27.59 0.00

Start of
Water Year 2.63 97.37 95.95 84.12 11.36 0.00

One Year Ago 0.00 100.00 98.21 92.61 0.00 0.00

6/17/2014

3/25/2014

12/31/2013

10/1/2013

6/25/2013

Eric Luebehusen
U.S. Department of AgricultureJu
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October 6, 2015

Valid 8 a.m. EDT
(Released Thursday, Oct. 8, 2015)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 0.14 99.86 97.33 92.36 71.08 46.00

Last Week 0.14 99.86 97.33 92.36 71.08 46.00

3 Months Ago 0.14 99.86 98.71 94.59 71.08 46.73

Start of 
Calendar Year 0.00 100.00 98.12 94.34 77.94 32.21

Start of
Water Year 0.14 99.86 97.33 92.36 71.08 46.00

One Year Ago 0.00 100.00 100.00 95.04 81.92 58.41

9/29/2015

7/7/2015

12/30/2014

9/29/2015

10/7/2014

David Miskus
NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC
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December 27, 2011

Valid 7 a.m. EST
(Released Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 33.91 66.09 5.41 0.00 0.00 0.00

Last Week 71.58 28.42 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

3 Months Ago 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of 
Calendar Year 98.62 1.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of
Water Year 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

One Year Ago 98.62 1.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

12/20/2011

9/27/2011

1/4/2011

9/27/2011

12/28/2010

Brad Rippey
U.S. Department of Agriculture

December 27, 2011

Valid 7 a.m. EST
(Released Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 33.91 66.09 5.41 0.00 0.00 0.00

Last Week 71.58 28.42 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

3 Months Ago 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of 
Calendar Year 98.62 1.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of
Water Year 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

One Year Ago 98.62 1.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

12/20/2011

9/27/2011

1/4/2011

9/27/2011

12/28/2010

Brad Rippey
U.S. Department of Agriculture

December 27, 2011

Valid 7 a.m. EST
(Released Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 33.91 66.09 5.41 0.00 0.00 0.00

Last Week 71.58 28.42 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

3 Months Ago 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of 
Calendar Year 98.62 1.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of
Water Year 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

One Year Ago 98.62 1.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

12/20/2011

9/27/2011

1/4/2011

9/27/2011

12/28/2010

Brad Rippey
U.S. Department of Agriculture

December 27, 2011

Valid 7 a.m. EST
(Released Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 33.91 66.09 5.41 0.00 0.00 0.00

Last Week 71.58 28.42 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

3 Months Ago 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of 
Calendar Year 98.62 1.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of
Water Year 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

One Year Ago 98.62 1.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

12/20/2011

9/27/2011

1/4/2011

9/27/2011

12/28/2010

Brad Rippey
U.S. Department of Agriculture

December 27, 2011

Valid 7 a.m. EST
(Released Thursday, Dec. 29, 2011)

U.S. Drought Monitor

California

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Author: 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None D0-D4 D1-D4 D2-D4 D3-D4 D4

Current 33.91 66.09 5.41 0.00 0.00 0.00

Last Week 71.58 28.42 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

3 Months Ago 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of 
Calendar Year 98.62 1.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Start of
Water Year 89.14 10.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

One Year Ago 98.62 1.38 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

12/20/2011

9/27/2011

1/4/2011

9/27/2011

12/28/2010

Brad Rippey
U.S. Department of Agriculture
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Grower profile

Golden potential: 
Rising to corporate farming challenges By Jacinta Gange

Shannon Sharp, manager of Golden Dried Fruits.

As the manager of one of Australia’s 
largest dried grape growing operations, 
Shannon Sharp knows better than 
most the importance of good planning 
and organisation - and the fact that, 
sometimes, no amount of preparation 
will overcome nature’s challenges.

The picturesque 202 hectare (500 
acre) property of Golden Dried Fruits 
(formerly Sunset Sultanas) at Nangiloc 
is operated by a full-time staff of only 
three, including Shannon, with the 
support of contractors, casuals and 
seasonal staff during critical times of 
the year.

It’s a significant logistical challenge for 
a relatively young grower, but when 
Shannon stepped up to the position of 
manager at age 29, he had spent his 
entire working life in hands-on training 
at the property.

“I grew up at Nangiloc after my family 
moved here from Underbool and I 
started as a casual when I was still at 
high school, back when it was Sunset 
Sultanas,” Shannon explained. “Dad 
was working at the property at the time 
and I just took the chance to earn some 
money during the school holidays.

“When I finished school I did a Graphic 
Design course at TAFE, but I still kept 
up the school holiday work. Once I had 
finished the course, though, it dawned 

on me that I was probably going to 
have to go to Melbourne to get full-time 
work in graphic design, and that wasn’t 
something I wanted to do at all.

“I’m not a city person and don’t think I 
would have lasted there two minutes! 
I decided to stay at Nangiloc and one 
thing really just led to another. I was 
employed as a member of the vineyard 
staff, casual at first, then permanent 
from 2006 then I was unofficially 
assistant manager for a year or two 
after Sunset Sultana was sold and 
became Golden Dried Fruits. I then 
became the manager during winter 
2014.”

Shannon was part of the Australian 
Dried Fruit Association’s training 
program, Dried Grapes - a growing 
business, in 2006 and has found on-
the-job learning to be critical to the 
logistical, practical and human resource 
challenges of running the property.

“Timing and managing labour 
requirements are a big part of the 
job, and each procedure from leaf 
sucking through to harvest is planned,” 
Shannon said.

“The entire property is under sultanas, 
so cutting and wetting is the busiest 
time of the year. We use single and 
double shifts as we require them and 
have got our planning and teamwork to 

the point where this year we took less 
than a week to complete our harvest 
operations.

“Wetting took six and a half days of 
double shifts. We use Turbo Dry when 
mixing our drying emulsion, giving good 
bunch penetration and allowing the 
wetting machine to travel much faster. 

“The goal was to harvest the entire 
property in five to six days, and with 
the fruit much easier to pick and by 
working 12 hour shifts, it took just over 
six days - that’s about 32ha (80 acres) 
a day.”

Shannon said the crop averaged about 
6.1 tonne per hectare (2.5t/acre) of 
fairly good quality fruit with minimal 
dehydration required. Most of the fruit 
was harvested at 13-14% moisture.

But Shannon said even when wetting 
and harvesting operations were well 
planned and executed, with the 
property’s total reliance on sultanas, 
there would inevitably be weather 
factors during some seasons that no 
amount of planning and preparation 
could account for.

“The past few seasons have been 
tough - since 2011 it’s been one thing 
or another, either hail, frost or rain and 
we’ve had some pretty ordinary years,” 
Shannon said.
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“Hail took out half the farm in 2011 and 
basically stripped all the shoots. Being 
the first harvest for Golden Dried Fruits, 
this presented a new challenge. The 
vines recovered slowly, obviously, and 
of course the next year was ordinary,” 
he said.

“Two years after that we got frosted 
in pretty much the same area we had 
been hit by the hail, and then there was 
unseasonal rain and storm events.” 

Shannon said the corporate farming 
structure was an effective way of 
developing and managing broad-scale 
dried fruit production, and he was 
fortunate to have an informed and 
progressive board.

“Some investors from Sunset stayed on 
and some new ones came in, and the 
property is managed by a four person 
board, which I am answerable to,” he 
said.

“They are very supportive of me and 
about future plans for the business. 
We’ve just undertaken the first stage 
of a major project upgrading the farm’s 
irrigation infrastructure which we 
identified as the number one priority 
going forward. 

“We have just finished replacing the 
drip tube on half of the farm and the 
vines are all starting to look pretty 
good.”

Shannon said the commercial model 
was a good model - provided there was 
the right mix of varieties. 

“It’s all about yield and you really need 
to be growing three tonnes plus to the 
acre to be viable now,” he said.

“Being all-sultana makes it difficult for 
us, and beyond the irrigation upgrading 
work that we are doing, our next priority 
is planning a move over to higher 
yielding varieties as a longer-term goal.

“The risk is high when you have only 
one variety, particularly if it’s sultanas. 
One rain event can cost you the quality 
of your whole crop and the inconsistent 
yield of sultanas makes for constant 
challenges.

“So in that regard, ultimately we would 
like to get to a 50:50 mix of consistent 
high yielding varieties.

“We have got our 
planning and teamwork 
to the point where this 
year we took less than 
a week to complete our 
harvest operations.”
“But we are the same as everyone 
else - and many people aren’t in the 
financial position to change over now.”

Shannon said taking advantage of 
expert advice was critical to running an 
effective broad-scale operation.

“On a large property there are a lot of 
variables and you can’t be everywhere 

at once, so we pay a lot of attention to 
soil monitoring and leaf monitoring and 
have professional agronomy and pest 
and disease advisory services,” he said.

“The property here is also on sandy hills 
and they pose some challenges with 
water use and nutrient retention - you 
have to be careful with irrigation not to 
wash nutrients straight through the soil 
profile.”

Shannon said an ongoing challenge for 
a large-scale property was accessing 
enough labour at critical times.

“The busy times are not too bad on 
the stress levels if you can get the right 
conditions and you have done the 
planning and preparation work,”  
he said.

“But it’s one of the reasons we are 
moving over to cordon spraying this 
year - the logistics of crown picking are 
a nightmare with between 50 and 100 
people involved. Commercially we felt it 
just wasn’t adding up. With fruit quality 
considerations, wear and tear, it just 
seemed like the right decision.”

Shannon said the challenges and 
potential of broad acre dried grape 
operations were aligned with those of 
average-sized businesses, but on a 
broader scale.

“There is certainly the potential for 
profitability, but the key is good 
preparation, good decision-making 
and the right varieties. If you have all 
sultanas, the reality is you won’t be 
around in the long term,” he said.

“It’s the same for the little guys - the 
costs are going up, but the prices aren’t 
keeping pace, so you need to look at 
more resilient, higher-yielding rain-
tolerant varieties, and preferably early 
varieties as well.

“I feel that is possibly the only issue 
with the recommended varieties that 
are available today and there probably 
needs to be some more development 
work on varieties suitable for large-
scale mechanised operation. Varieties 
that have similar characteristics to 
Sunmuscat or Sunglo, but are ready for 
harvest a bit earlier.

“They are the issues we need to keep 
looking at as an industry, getting ahead 
of the game and it’s something I hope 
I will see some real progress on in my 
working life.”

Shannon has an intimate knowledge of the property, having spent his entire working life 
there.



18 The Vine  •  Oct - Dec 2015

DFA 2015 Annual Conference

A comprehensive library of industry 
resources is now at the fingertips of 
Australian dried fruit growers thanks to 
a knowledge management project.

The online library was revealed at the 
Dried Fruits Australia Annual Growers 
Forum held on 6 October.

DFA Chief Executive Phil Chidgzey said 
the dried fruit industry had accumulated 
a massive amount of research data and 
technical notes during its rich history, 
but there was no easy way of finding 
out what information was available or 
where it was located.

"Many research staff had retired or 
moved on in response to government 
cutbacks. The industry was concerned 
that if we did not act now there was 
a real risk that this information would 
have been lost," he said.

The Dried Fruits Knowledge 
Management Project DG13005 was 
funded through dried grape research 
levies and matched funds from the 
Australian Government. Facilitated by 
Horticulture Innovation Australia, the 
project aimed to find the information 
and consolidate it in one location where 
it could be easily accessed by industry 
members. 

Mr Chidgzey said the project 
management committee decided 
that an on-line library within the DFA 
website would be the logical way to 
present the information. 

"Available at any time or place, an on-
line library enables growers to access 
information when and where they need 
it," he said. "This may be down the 
paddock looking up pest and disease 
symptoms on a smart phone, or 
reviewing past research documents to 
improve productivity."

Librarian Lyn McMahon reviewed the 
information and catalogued it making it 
easier for growers to search for specific 
items. Working alongside her was IT 
specialist Richard Water who built the 
system to house the library and in the 
process revamped the DFA website.

Mr Chidgzey said the library contained 
over 550 publications to date. These 
include R&D reports; papers; best 
practice information; books; and past 
issues of The Vine and its predecessor 
Dried Fruits News. 

"It is a resource for both growers and 
processors, enabling them to access 

Annual Growers’ Forum 

past research and other information in 
an effort to increase productivity and 
profitability," he said.

The library will not be open to the 
general public. Dried Fruits Australia 
members are advised to contact 
Dolores at the DFA office to organise 
a username and password which will 
enable them to access the information.

Basin update
Another guest speaker was Murray-
Darling Basin Authority Chair, Neil 
Andrew AO, who presented information 
on developments within the basin 
plan. As a former dried fruit grower, 
he showed real understanding of the 
pressures on growers as they managed 
their annual water allocation. He spoke 
about how the MDBA was managing 
the reduction of water extraction 
from the basin river system through 
various initiatives. This included the 
introduction of the Basin Plan in 
2012 which will eventually stabilise 
the withdrawals and establish the 
Sustainable Diversion Limits (SDLs). 

Mr Andrew also talked about how 
savings were being made in water 
delivery through the plastic lining of 
channels and the installation of pipes as 
part of the Sunraysia Modernisation Plan.

He said modern irrigation techniques 
on farm were also reducing the 
drainage outfall to evaporation basins 
and engineered structures were 
being used to manually manage flood 
inundations of sites and enable the river 
environment to recover.

Marketing Aussie sultanas 
into Europe
Recovery is also on the minds of the 
Dried Fruits Australia Board as they 
endeavour to stimulate investment in 
the industry and regain market share in 
Europe. 

The board has initiated a marketing 
project into Europe following 
discussions with both major processors 
and Boesch Boden Spies, a marketing 
agent based in Hamburg, Germany 
who acts for both Sunbeam Foods and 
Australian Premium Dried Fruits.

Mr Chidgzey said the initial aim of the 
project was to regain the confidence of 
the European industry.

"The European market has the potential 
to pay premium prices for high quality 
dried fruit," he said. 

"We would like to tap into this potential 
with high quality Australian sultanas 
and possibly grow demand to 3,000 
tonnes in 2015."

The Dried Fruits Australia website has been upgraded with a fresh modern look to 
coincide with the launch of the on-line library.

Murray-Darling Basin Authority Chair, Neil 
Andrew AO, a former dried fruit grower 
connected with the audience.
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BBS will use Australian fruit in a range 
of marketing/promotion activities that 
includes:

¡¡ Exhibitions

¡¡ IBA 2015, Munich (12-17th 
September 2015). 

¡¡ ANUGA (10-14 October  2015)

¡¡ HorecaExpo, Rimini Italy (23-27 
January 2016)

¡¡ Internorga 2016, Hamburg  
(11-16 March 2016) 

¡¡ Magazine editorials, digital 
publications and websites 

¡¡ Trade mailings 

¡¡ Calendars 2016 

¡¡ Customer/ distributor sales team 
trainings 

¡¡ Baking seminars 

¡¡ High-end PL Retail (for in-store 
magazine plus PR)

Northern Leadership 
Program
As a participant in the Northern 

The Dried Fruits Australia Annual 
Conference on 6 October, 2015 began 
with the Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
where members dealt with a range of 
business items. A summary of financial 
statements, decisions on membership 
and levy fees, Board elections and other 
issues discussed at the AGM follows.

Constitutional amendments 
The AGM endorsed the following 
special resolutions regarding changes 
to the Constitution. 

¡¡ Section 22 (a) be amended by 
eliminating the large producer 
position and changing the current 
mix of 6 producer and 1 large 
producer positions to 7 producer 
positions.

¡¡ Section 22 (b) relating to an 
additional producer members from 
Western Australia being elected to 
the Board be deleted.

¡¡ Section 23 (b) (i) be amended by 
removing the reference to large 
producer and clarifying that Board 

Dried Fruits Australia AGM
nominations can be any branch 
(Chairman, Secretary or Committee 
member) or Board member.

Board appointments – producer 
positions 
The AGM endorsed the selection of 
Ivan Shaw, Jenny Treeby, Warren Lloyd 
and Brian Boultonfor appointment as 
producer members of the Board of Dried 
Fruits Australia for a two-year term and 
Tony Martin for appointment as producer 
members of the Board of Dried Fruits 
Australia for a one-year term.

The decision to appoint Shannon Sharp 
as a special expertise member of the 
board for a two-year term was also 
endorsed.

Finance 
The AGM resolved to adopt the annual 
financial statements of Dried Fruits 
Australia Inc. for the 12 months period 
to 30 June 2015.

The appointment of Chan & Naylor 
Southern as the independent auditor for 
2015/16 was also confirmed.

2016 membership fees  
The AGM resolved the Dried Fruits 
Australia membership fees for 
2016remain unchanged as follows:

¡¡ Producer membership fee: $9.00 
per tonne (plus GST) on all dried 
grape deliveries, up to a maximum 
of 100 tonnes.

¡¡ Large producer (more than 300 
tonnes) membership fee: $4.00/t 
(plus GST) on all dried grape 
deliveries.

¡¡ Processor/marketer membership 
fee: $4.00/t (plus GST) on all dried 
grape deliveries.

2016 statutory research and 
marketing levies  
The AGM resolved that an unchanged 
research levy of $11.00/t and an 
unchanged marketing levy of $7.00/t 
on all dried grape deliveries in 2016 be 
endorsed.

Leadership Program Stephen Bennett 
now has a better perspective of 
the dried fruits industry as seen by 
government and local community.

"The program aims to develop the 
skills, knowledge, confidence and 
networks of participants through a 
series of trips, each with a specific 
theme," he said.

Mr Bennett said some of the highlights 
of the program included visits to:
¡¡ the state and Federal Parliament 

Houses in Melbourne and Canberra;

¡¡ the Port of Melbourne.

¡¡ Victorian Fruit and Vegetable 
Wholesale Markets.

¡¡ the High Court of Australia.

¡¡ the Australian Institute of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Studies

¡¡ CSIRO Canberra

¡¡ Wakefields Transport

During these visits the group would 
hear from people that worked in 
the area and Mr Bennett rates the 
address by the then Prime Minister 

Tony Abbott and his Chief of Staff 
Peta Credlin as one of his favourites 
along with Brendan Nelson's speech 
at the Australian War Memorial and the 
opportunity to meet Governor General 
Sir Peter Cosgrove and Lady Cosgrove.

He said exposure to many different 
local businesses, industries and 
communities within the Mallee had 
been great and he had met a lot 
of people from a diverse range of 
backgrounds.

Mr Bennett encouraged anybody that 
was in a position to do the leadership 
program should do so as it was well 
worth doing.

Other presentations at the Growers' 
Forum included a market report 
from Sunbeam Foods, Horticulture 
Innovation Australia update from Brad 
Mills, Research update on Producing 
high value dried grapes – stage 2 by 
Ivan Shaw; and progress on the uptake 
of the Dried grape diversification and 
sustainability initiative, by Wayne Street. 
Many of these items have been covered 
in previous editions of The Vine, or 
elsewhere in this current edition.
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Consumers want Aussie prunes

APIA Conference 2015

Fruit size and the need to grow large 
sized prunes was again a major focus 
of this year’s Australian Prune Industry 
Association (APIA) Annual Conference 
at Griffith.

Around 45 growers were told that 
consumers wanted pitted prunes; 
furthermore, they wanted to buy 
Australian pitted prunes.

While the news from Manassen Foods 
Australia Group Business Development 
Manager Grant Sinclair was welcomed 
by industry as a positive step in the 
right direction, it was disappointing that 
growers had not been able to capitalise 
on the demand this season.

Angas Park Supply Manager – Dried 
Fruit, David Swain said unforeseen 
weather events lead to only 50% of the 
season’s intake being of pittable size, and 
this made it a difficult environment for the 
processors. As a result imported prunes 
had been sourced to fill the shortage in 
pittable Australian fruit this year.

Mr Swain recommended growers 
manage their orchards early in the 
season with crop thinning, good 
fertiliser programs and grading in field 
at harvest to achieve good results both 
in yield and grower returns.

Chris Brooke-Kelly of Verity Fruits also 
stressed the importance of growing 
large sized prunes, saying the window 
for small fruit is closing.

Australia is not unique in its preference 

for pitted prunes with Sunsweet 
managers also emphasizing the point 
that growing small fruit is not viable. 
In his presentation on the challenges 
involved with exporting bulk prunes 
to the United States, Darlington Point 
grower Bruce Gowrie-Smith said 
growers need to aim for large pittable 
sized fruit. 

He said Sunsweet was here for the 
long term, but there was no market 
for small prunes. The American 
processor/marketer is happy to build 
on relationships already established in 
Australia to ensure the industry grew 
at a steady pace to secure a reliable 
supply of high quality fruit to California.

Quality Assurance system
To help the Australian industry lift 
its game the conference discussed 
implementation of a Quality Assurance 
system. 

Prune growers are doing well, but there 
is room for improvement. Consumers 
are after high quality, safe food and 
a standardised growing and drying 
system could help achieve this.

Industry Development Officer Ann 
Furner will develop the system in 
conjunction with the major processors. 
Prune Care, dehydration manuals and 
dehydration bench marking research 
will be used to develop a low cost, 
meaningful system with minimal 
paper work requirements. The major 
processors will implement this system 

Darlington Point grower, Bruce Gowrie-Smith.
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when all parties are happy with the final 
outcome, hopefully within 18 months.

International insight
APIA Chairman Grant Delves has been 
fortunate to undertake three major trips 
in the past 18 months, visiting prune 
growing regions in France, California 
and most recently the IPA Congress in 
Sirmione, Italy. 

From these trips Mr Delves and the 
other growers who attended have 
brought back valuable knowledge which 
has been shared amongst the industry. 

Ms Furner said growers were very 
interested to hear about the current 
results in the recent bone health research 
being undertaken in California. Likewise 
the new sun drying technology from 
Chile and Switzerland was appealing with 
increasing energy costs still a major issue 
for the Australian industry.

Hort Innovation
Overseas travel would not be 
possible without the assistance of 
Horticulture Innovation Australia which 
facilitates the industry’s research and 
development projects.

Hort Innovation Industry Services 
Manager Bradley Mills explained 
the changes that have followed the 
restructure of Horticulture Australia 

and emphasized the importance of 
becoming a member of Hort Innovation. 

During the period of transition, interim 
advisory processes have been put into 
place to keep levy programs moving. Hort 
Innovation is receiving feedback about 
these interim processes and taking time 
to consult with levy industries about what 
might be appropriate investment advisory 
mechanisms for each respective industry.

“Prune growers are 
doing well, but there is 
room for improvement. 
Consumers are after 
high quality, safe food 
and a standardised 
growing and drying 
system could help 
achieve this.”
Hort Innovation will be establishing 
Strategic Investment Advisory Panels 
for each levy industry responsible 
for overseeing each levy industry’s 
strategic investment priorities. Each 
Advisory Panel will have clearly defined 
objectives associated with the provision 
of strategic investment advice and will 
be guided by the strategic priorities set 

out in the strategic investment plan for 
that particular industry.

An open call to levy payers for each 
industry will be promoted seeking 
expressions of interest in being a 
member of the panel. Applicants will 
be subject to a professional selection 
process with final panel membership 
structured to allow for a balance of 
continuity and member refreshment.

Industry R&D
One of the key projects facilitated 
by Hort Innovation is the position 
of Industry Development Officer 
through project DP14000, Technical 
development and extension for the 
Australian prune industry. Ms Furner has 
taken on this role with much enthusiasm 
and in the past year has been involved 
with the IPA Congress in Italy, surveyed 
Australian growers regarding planting 
statistics and organised a Queensland 
fruit fly field day. 

She underwent training in the BizMod 
modelling system which will enable 
her to help growers considering new 
plantings to explore the economic 
implications of various decision making 
scenarios before turning a clod of soil.

An important aspect of this project is 
communicating the results to growers 
through the industry’s e-news service and 
ensuring the APIA website is updated 
and social media platforms active.

Ms Furner said Project DP12000, 
Assessment of new varieties to improve 
fruit quality in dried prunes had finished 
in May 2015. She said further results 
would be extremely valuable to the 
industry, especially since new plantings 
were likely in coming years. APIA 
executives agreed and a new project 
proposal has been submitted to HIA to 
enable this work to continue.

Mr Taylor said Henry Sabarez’s project, 
Ultrasonic drying of horticultural food 
products had also finished. He said 
growers were keen to do a commercial 
trial and the industry will consult with 
Mr Sabarez in the near future to get this 
up and running. 

Promotions
Promotions and marketing will continue 
to be managed by APIA.

In the past couple of years APIA has 
saved $76,000 of its generic promotional 
levies, with more levy funds still 
expected from the 2015 season.

Angas Park Supply Manager – Dried Fruit, David Swain.
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APIA Conference 2015

With growers travelling to Griffith for the 
Australian Prune Industry Association 
(APIA) Annual Conference, it’s the 
prime time to hold the industry’s Annual 
General Meeting.

APIA Chairman Grant Delves spoke of 
the transition from Horticulture Australia 
Ltd (HAL) to Horticulture Innovation 
Australia.

He reported several R&D projects had 
continued through the year under the 
newly formed Hort Innovation. These 
included: Technical development and 
extension for the Australian prune 
industry; Assessment of new varieties to 
improve fruit quality in dried prunes and 
Ultrasonic drying of horticultural food 
products. The latter two projects have 
ended, but a new Prune varieties and 
rootstocks project proposal has been 
submitted to Hort Innovation. 

Mr Delves said generic promotion 
options had been under consideration 
for some time and these would be 
discussed further during the Annual 
Conference. However his regular 
liaison with Angas Park, Verity Fruits 
and Sunsweet had shown the industry 
would have to focus on producing 
high quality, large sized fruit that could 
be pitted. Small fruit simply wasn’t 
sustainable.

Mr Delves thanked Dried Fruits 
Australia for their ongoing secretariat 
and finance services for APIA.

APIA Secretary Phil Chidgzey said the 
AGM dealt with the normal array of 
business items including minutes of the 
last AGM, Executive report on 2014/15 
and financial statements for 2014/15. A 
summary of the major outcomes follows.

AGM summary
Finance: The AGM adopted the audited 
financial statements for the APIA for the 
12 months period ending 30June, 2015. 
The appointment of Chan & Naylor 

Southern as the independent auditor for 
2015/16 was also confirmed.

APIA membership:  
Grower: The AGM resolved that the 
grower membership contributions for 
season 2016 (on prune grade fruit 
receivals counting up to 90 pieces per 
454 grams) be confirmed as follows:

¡¡ APIA administration: $10 per tonne 
(plus GST)

¡¡ International Prune Association 
(IPA) membership and expenses: 
$2/t (plus GST)

¡¡ APIA Prune Promotion Fund: $20/t 
(plus GST)

Processor/marketer: The AGM resolved 
that the processor and marketer 
membership contributions for season 
2016 be confirmed as follows:

¡¡ Processor or marketer – processing 
or marketing less than 500t/annum: 
$100/annum

¡¡ Processor or marketer – processing 
or marketing more than 500t/
annum: $300/annum

2016 statutory levies: The AGM noted 
that the statutory research levy of $13/t 
on all prune deliveries would remain 
unchanged in 2016.APIA Chairman Grant Delves.

APIA AGM

In the past year promotional funds have 
been used to host the media breakfast, 
hire a professional photographer to 
provide material for brochures and 
recipe cards, and update social media 
and website activities.

Ms Furner told the conference APIA 
constantly gets enquiries about prunes 
from chefs and nutritionists, just 
to name a few, and it was time the 
industry became a little more proactive. 
This was discussed with the conference 
agreeing to employ Ms Furner for up 
to one day per week to help promote 
prunes. Ms Furner said it would be a 
slow and steady approach which would 
in time lift the profile of prunes and help 
grow consumption.

The conference draw to a close and 
drinks and nibbles were provided by 
Steve Phillips from Tanuki who are the 
suppliers of Nordox and Verno. Verity Fruits Managing Director, Chris Brooke-Kelly.
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New technology and gadgets

Automated segmentation 
of grape clusters
Source: WUR, Published: 24/9/2015

Researchers at the Wageningen UR 
Greenhouse Horticulture Technology 
group, are working on a European 
PickNPack project. They are currently 
focused on segmentation of grape 
clusters using robots and computer 
vision techniques, in order to achieve 
accurate quality assessment of the 
grapes.

A typical task for the robot during the 
grape harvest is to choose a cluster 
of grapes from a crate, pick it up and 
put it into the packaging. In order to 
do this, the robot has to ‘see’ the stem 
of the individual grape clusters, pick 
up the cluster at the thickest end of 
the stem, and carefully place it into the 
packaging. Because the colour of the 
stem is similar to that of the grape, the 
shape (curvature) on the image is used 
alongside the colour information.

With this automatic stem detection, 
segments of the stem are shown in 
an image. Software can then define 
the cluster stem out of the separate 
segments, so that the robot knows 
where the stem is and is able to pick up 
the cluster. This software can also be 
used to automatically segment stems, 
leaves and grapes during automatic 
quality assessment of the grapes.

Apps to let Chinese know 
food made in AU
Source: thechronical.com.au; 
Published:25/8/2015

China’s 527 million mobile users are 
crying out for commercially available 
traceability systems according to 
Gennady Volchek, Chief Executive 
of Authenticateit, an advanced 
serialisation and track and trace solution 
to ensure product confidence.

The Authenticateit App is localised to 
a Chinese market, and this enables 
Australian brands to leverage the power 
of Chinese social media networks such 
as WeChat and Weibo to help with 
the education process, and provide 
an imperative part of the marketing 
and branding puzzle for Australian 
businesses looking to supply products 
to these consumers.

“Both Chinese consumers and Chinese 
authorities look extremely favourably on 
products that can be verified through 
traceability systems as 100% genuine,” 
Mr Volchek said. 

Spectrometer makes field 
readings easier
Source: www.freshplaza.com, Author: Yzza 
Ibrahim, Published: 28/9/2015,

SunForest, a Korean developer of non-
invasive spectroscopy technology, is in 
the late stages of developing a follow up 
to their field spectrometer. The new P100 
line due for release next year, is even 
smaller and more portable than previous 
models that made field readings of brix 
levels much easier.

“Traditionally, spectrometers have been 
big, expensive and not easy to handle 
in the field,” SunForest Director Jay 
Hwang said. 

“We developed a device that makes 
it easy to carry the spectrometer into 
the field, into the packing house and 
throughout the supply chain.” 

He said they were able to make it smaller 
by integrating it with a smartphone. 

“We had to go through extensive testing, 
with many different samples in different 
environments. But now we have a 
product that will appeal greatly to people 
who are interested in quality control.” 

“With this product, you can now read brix 
levels of small fruit like cherries, grapes 
and cherry tomatoes.” 

For more information:  
Jay Hwang, Sunforest Co., Ltd.   
E: jayhwang@sunforest.kr,  
W: www.sunforest.kr

Scanner shows users 
composition of foods 
Source: eldeber.com.bo,  
Published: 16/9/2015 

An Israeli company has developed a 
USB size device for the general public 
to know what a food, plant, medicine or 
tissue is made up of in a few seconds. 

In time, this mini-scanner could be 
integrated into a mobile phone, just 
like a camera, and it could let users 
know with a click how many calories a 
hamburger has, when an avocado will 
mature, or if the jacket we are about to 
buy is really made out of leather. 

“Its a personal laboratory in your 
pocket,” said Dror Sharon, founder 
of Consumer Physics, the emerging 
company that started marketing this 
product in August. The product is called 
Scio, the Latin word for knowing. 

Scio is a pocket molecular sensor 
that scans objects by shinning a Near 
Infrared Spectroscopy light on objects. 
As each molecule reacts with the light it 
creates a unique vibration. The scanner 
deciphers this vibration, separates it 
and collects chemical properties such 
as moisture content or levels of fat or 
sugar in a product;. 

Thus, the scanner can determine 
the level of sugars or maturity when 
purchasing fruit and vegetables in the 
market. 

The product was launched through the 
Kickstarter funding platform in 2014, 
and 13,000 Internet users paid $250 
dollars to pre-order their personal 
scanners.  

Innovation and technology

Many companies look to invest in advances in technology and innovation to introduce cost 
savings or enhance their products. Every now and again a new piece of technology catches 
the eye of someone in The Vine’s editorial team as an item worth sharing with industry.
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Workshop uncovers the mysteries of Botrytis

Diease control

Botrytis has been a significant disease 
issue in dried grapes in recent years, 
particularly in the Sunmuscat variety. 
To address the problem Dried Fruits 
Australia invited specialist Dr Katherine 
Evans to host a workshop for all grape 
growers in the region on  
29 September.

Dr Evans is a Senior Research 
Fellow and Convenor of Industry 
Development and Extension for the 
Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture (TIA) 
at the University of Tasmania. She 
works with grape growers in Tasmania 
to identify better management 
practices for control of powdery 
mildew and botrytis. Her experience 
in this field has seen Dr Evans travel 

to Oregon, US and Ontario, Canada 
and numerous locations in Australia to 
present her findings. 

She told the 21 growers and four 
industry personnel attending the 
workshop that botrytis, Botrytis 
cinerea, was just one of many bunch 
rots that could affect grapes and 
cause large financial losses.

It is a common fungus that is hosted 
by many flowering plants out in the 
environment, with spores readily 
available to infect under favourable 
conditions for the disease. It is said 
to be a brown disease because of its 
mode of infection through damaged or 
dead tissue.

Spores can live on flower parts, caps, 
aborted berries, rotting berries and 
damaged leaves and are dispersed by 
wind, rain splash and insect vectors 
such as light brown apple moth. Cane 
debris, bunch remnants, tendrils, leaf 
blades and petioles then become 
a major source of spores for the 
following season. 

Impact of weather 
Disease infection occurs when there 
is a combination of susceptible 
grape vine tissue (berries), pathogen 
spores present and suitable weather 
conditions/microclimate for the 
pathogen to germinate and infect the 
grape tissue.

Weather conditions - particularly 
temperature and surface wetness 
duration - are the most critical factors 
influencing whether or not an infection 
of botrytis occurs. 

Surface wetness is usually associated 
with rain but fog, dew and even 
humidity generated from irrigations 
can generate enough surface wetness 
to initiate an infection.

The optimum temperature range for an 
infection to occur is between  
18°C - 21°C.

The weather in February 2012 was fine 
and dry with the average temperature 
above the botrytis optimum zone 
which enabled  almost all of the 
sultana crop to be summer-pruned 
or harvested. Rain events from 
27 February through to 4 March 
provided sufficient tissue wetness and 
combined with average temperatures 
in the ‘ideal zone ‘resulted in 
widespread botrytis infection of the 
Sunmuscat crop. It is believed that 
infection of the berry tissues occurred 
through micro fissures in the skin 
which are not visible to the naked eye.

Hot, dry weather in the first week of 
February 2014 was ideal for drying 
leading up to the expected harvest. 
However rain on 14 February and 
minimum temperatures in the optimum 
18°C to 21°C zone were sufficient to 
initiate an infection of botrytis. Many 
sultana berries split as a result of the 
rain providing an ideal site for the 
botrytis spores to enter the berry. In 
addition, the split berries oozed sugars 
and got other moulds prompting 
growers to summer prune early to save 
the split fruit.

¡¡ Flowering is the first opportunity for 
botrytis to infect grape berries through 
the scar left by the flower cap.

¡¡ Latent infection will only occur if 
there is tissue surface moisture,  
(not necessarily rain, but dew or 
fog) at a critical temperature range 
of 18°C - 21°C.

¡¡ Necrotic infection occurs through 
micro fissures not see by the naked 
eye, splits and other damaged tissue.

¡¡ Prevention is the only method of 
controlling the disease. Once a 
berry is infected chemicals will not 
kill it.

¡¡ if fruit is infected near maturity, 
summer pruning will eventually 
dry the berry to a point where the 
botrytis will not survive.

¡¡ The key times to spray preventative 
chemicals are: full flowering 80-
100% cap fall; pre-bunch closure 
(berries at ‘bullet’ stage); and 
véraison. An additional spray of 
Rovral should be kept and applied 
to fruit if a rain is forecast at 
least 7 days before harvest as a 
preventative.

¡¡ There are few options to manage 
the disease once it appears. 

Take home messages 
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Latent infection
Latent infections can occur at any 
time during fruit development. The first 
opportunity occurs at flowering, but is 
not the last.

Spores enter the berries through the 
scar left by the flower cap. The infection 
remains latent due to the high acid 
content in the berries. As the fruit ripens 
and the acid decreases and sugars rise, 
the infection can become active when 
the ideal conditions again occur.

Not all latent infections lead to rotten 
berries, the proportion of latent 
infections leading to rotten berries 
is correlated to humidity and soil 
moisture.

It is not known when individual 
infections will occur.

Latent infections will become rots 
in fruit when there is excessive soil 
moisture (rain, floods) with high 
humidity within the fruiting zones. 
Good air circulation and drainage of 
the vineyard floor can help reduce a 
potential outbreak.

Necrotic tissue pathway
Fungal spores from the general 
environment enter the berry through 
splits or micro fissures in the berry 
skin.

The fungus grows under the berry 
cuticle and degrades the berry tissue.

Wounds from downy and powdery 
mildews or insects such as light 
brown apple moth as well as physical 
damage by hail, sunburn, and berry 
splits, all act as potential sites for 
infection.

Management program
Fungicides can help  prevent infection; 
once rots occur there is currently no 
chemical available that will kill the fungus.

The effectiveness of spray applications 
depend on the three Ts - Technique, 
Timing and Treatment.

When spraying at flowering, the spray 
plume should be directed only at the 
fruiting zone. It is also recommended 
that the air speed of sprayers be 
reduced to improve the coverage of 

small berries, the hardest target on a 
vine to effectively cover.

As fruit size increases, at pre-bunch 
closure (bullets) and véraison, the use 
of wetters is advised to help spread 
the spray mix around the berries.

It is important to remember the 
withholding periods of the chemicals 
available for preventative use and 
use them accordingly to reduce the 
risk of residues and breaches of the 
Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs).

Spraying should be seen as one 
control measure and not the sole 
solution. Good vineyard management 
practices such as maintaining a 
balanced canopy and good air 
circulation through the vineyard will 
also help reduce fungal infections.

No matter how good the prevention 
spray program may be, if the weather 
is absolutely conducive for botrytis, it 
will occur.

Grape growers can now use half the 
previously recommended rate of the 
dithianon fungicide Dragon 700WG for 
bunch and vine downy mildew control.

Earlier this year the Australian Pesticide 
and Veterinary Medicine Authority 
approved Crop Care’s submission to 
halve Dragon 700WG’s dose rate for 
downy mildew in grape vines. 

The change makes the use of dithianon 
more commercially appealing, adding 
another lower-cost alternative for 
managing downy mildew resistance 
risk.

Crop Care researcher David Hughes 
said that after successfully reducing 
the dose rate for controlling black 
spot in apples, research had been 
undertaken to see if grape vine downy 
mildew could also be controlled with a 
lower rate.

“Extensive trials were conducted over 
three seasons in Queensland, Victorian 
and South Australian vines, and on a 
range of grape varieties known to be 
prone to developing the disease.

“During a wet season in the Yarra 
Valley, a trial of Dragon 700WG at 
25g/100L provided very good reduction 
in downy mildew severity under high 
disease pressure. Further trials were 
conducted over two more seasons to 
confirm these encouraging results.

“The performance was repeated 
in following years at Stanthorpe 
in Queensland, the Yarra Valley in 
Victoria and Loxton in South Australia 
on several varieties including Shiraz, 

Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Sauvignon 
Blanc and Chardonnay.

“At all sites Dragon 700WG at the low 
rate of 25g/100L controlled both bunch 
and vine downy mildew equally as well 
as higher rates.”

Mr Hughes said dithianon was a very 
effective multi-site fungicide – and 
the unique formulation developed in 
Australia offered good rain fastness, 
plus a high level of safety to beneficial 
insects that assist in controlling 
grapevine pests such as mealy bugs 
and mites.

“The 25g/100Lrate of Dragon 700WG 
now offers a viable alternative to the 
common fungicides such as copper 
and Mancozeb. The superior rain 
fastness of Dragon may also allow 
growers to reduce the amount of 
copper applied in any season,” he said.

“Furthermore, the recommended use 
has also been changed to a more 
appropriate 7 to 10-day application 
interval during wet conditions to protect 
leaves and bunches”.

Dragon rate lowered for downy mildew on vines

Grape vine downy mildew now has 
another registered low-cost control for 
growers to add to their fungicide rotation.
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In May 2015 a grape shipment arriving 
from Egypt containing two and a half tons 
of illegally grown grapes was destroyed 
at the Belgian customs. The grapes were 
of a protected variety and were grown 
without the necessary license. 

The variety in subject is the white 
seedless grape variety Early Sweet™, 
owned by Grapa Company. 

Early Sweet is known for its consistent 
high production, long shelf life and 
a hint of Muscat flavor. It is also the 
earliest commercial grape variety to 
ripen and is therefore on high popular 
demand in early growing regions.

Early Sweet’s popularity has also drawn 
unauthorised growers. They illegally 
grow the variety which is then shipped 
to Europe. This season the illegal grape 
trafficking phenomenon was expected 
to expand. An obstruction in the Indian 
grape supply was to cause a shortage 
of white grapes in the European 
markets. A rise in demand meant 
grapes would need to be airfreighted in 
order to fill the shortage. Unauthorized 
early season grape growers saw this as 
an opportunity.

Grapa is highly invested in finding such 
illegal shipments. Grapa Managing 
Director Rafi Karniel is dedicated to the 
enforcement of the company’s rights 
which include protecting the varieties 
which the company commercialises. 
Part of his efforts is focused on putting 
an end to the phenomenon of illegal 
grape exports of these varieties. In 
recent years, new work methods have 
been developed in order to locate these 

shipments with higher success and 
efficiency. 

The Grapa team works year round in 
order to be prepared for the season and 
to increase the chances of catching 
the illegal grape shipments. These 
preparations include maintaining a 
DNA database, use of traceability 
sticker system and legal actions against 
infringing growers and traders. One of 
the most important tools Grapa uses 
to enforce its rights is inspections in 
European customs. In order to have 
the right to make these inspections, 
the variety must be registered in 
Europe and an application for action 
by customs must be filed. Once 
these steps are taken, the variety 
right’s holder is authorised to request 
detention of suspected shipments.

In recent years, Rafi and brother, Adi who 
is, Technical Manager at Grapa, spent 
many hours in customs, in chain stores 
and in wholesale markets for this purpose. 

Since European customs are incredibly 
busy, it is impossible for the customs 
officials to find all the illegal produce 
that arrives. “Unauthorized growers 
exporting protected grape varieties 
will misleadingly use names of free 
varieties. This sometimes interferes with 
the customs work,” said Rafi. 

For this reason, he has taken extra 
measures to ensure that illegal 
shipments will be stopped at customs. 
“It is crucial to use the services of 
an expert law firm in each country 
in Europe. These law firms are able 
to communicate with customs more 

fluently and efficiently and this is what 
ultimately enables the confiscation of 
illegal shipments.”

In May Grapa received information 
about a suspicious air shipment of five 
pallets which had arrived at Belgian 
customs from Egypt. Rafi requested 
it be detained and flew to Belgium 
in order to inspect it “The shipment 
immediately looked suspicious; it 
consisted of blank black cartons with 
no identifying details of the grower, and 
only a small sticker containing details 
of the exporter. In addition, the exporter 
was a general food exporter, not a fresh 
produce exporter as customary.

“Samples taken from the shipment 
were sent to a DNA laboratory, which 
confirmed the grapes were the Early 
Sweet variety and upon my request, 
customs destroyed the two and a half 
tons of illegal grapes,” he said.

Rafi believes collaboration amongst 
breeders in the field of enforcement 
is important in order to optimise 
enforcement methods and scope. 
“I cannot see a future for innovative 
breeders in a world where plant 
breeder’s rights are not properly 
enforced and respected,” he said. 

He believes breeder collaboration 
will contribute to a positive change in 
respect of breeder’s rights amongst 
growers and is always happy to share 
his knowledge and experience with 
other breeders dealing with similar 
challenges. 

Published: FreshPlaza News 4/8/2015

Protected varieties

Illegal grape shipment destroyed by European 
customs

The illegal shipment of Early Sweet that was destroyed by Belgian customs authorities.
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The Board of the Plant Biosecurity 
Cooperative Research Centre (PBCRC) 
toured vineyards in the Yarra Valley on 
9 September to see a new phylloxera 
detection system in action, as part of 
a regular program of visits with CRC 
Participants.

“Phylloxera (Daktulosphaira vitifoliae) 
is an aphid-like insect that destroys 
grapevines by feeding on vine roots,” 
said Alan Nankivell, CEO of Vinehealth 
Australia.

Phylloxera is a regulated pest in the 
grape industry and a major concern 
for all grape growers - vine removal or 
replanting on resistant rootstock are the 
only effective treatments. “Fast detection 
of phylloxera is essential for getting 
on top of incursions quickly, as well as 
managing areas free of the pes,” he said.

Mr Nankivell leads a Plant Biosecurity 
CRC project developing a sensitive, 
accurate and cost-effective method 
for the detection of phylloxera using a 
DNA-based test.

Plant biosecurity

Fast phylloxera detection in the field

biosecurity built on science

The end-user advocate’s perspective
A GAME CHANGER 
“It is easier, quicker and returns better results that give us confidence and knowledge 
to develop everyday management systems that mitigate the risk of spread”

MALCOM CAMPBELL, 
fourth generation CAMPBELLS of RUTHERGLEN

“The technology can be very sensitive 
and highly accurate. What we are 
now working on is a cost-effective 
and simple sampling strategy that 
any grower can use to quickly detect 
phylloxera in their vines,” he said.

“Our aim is to empower growers with 
the ability to know where phylloxera is, 
and where it isn’t, so they can manage 
their vineyard for the best outcomes.”

The Plant Biosecurity CRC Board holds 
meetings around Australia, taking the 
opportunity to see CRC research in the 
field and talk to end-users.

Board Chairman Dr Martin Barlass 
said Mr Nankivell had won the award 
for best presentation at the Plant 
Biosecurity CRC Science Exchange 
only a few weeks ago.

“Seeing this exciting work in the field, 
and hearing from growers using the 
new method is immensely satisfying for 
the Board.

“Great science is one thing, but it must 
make a difference to growers in the 
vineyard.”

More information on the project, 
including Mr Nankivell’s award-winning 
presentation, is available at  
www.pbcrc.com.au/research/
project/2061

New diagnostic kit helps find this 1mm yellow aphid.

The Board responsible for protecting 
South Australian vineyards from 
pests and diseases since 1899, has 
unveiled a new name and identity. The 
Phylloxera and Grape Industry Board of 
South Australia will now be known as 
Vinehealth Australia and has a striking 
new logo.

The name change is part of the board’s 
five-year strategic plan to work and 
collaborate nationally to safeguard 
South Australia’s $1.79 billion wine 
industry from diseases, pests and other 
conditions that may affect vine health 
and, importantly, to help maintain South 
Australia’s phylloxera-free status. This 

strategic plan sets out a bold vision, 
to be the leader in grape and wine 
biosecurity knowledge across Australia. 

Welcoming the announcement, 
Agriculture Minister Leon Bignell said 
the Board has had a proud history of 
protecting South Australia’s vineyards 
from pest and disease incursions for 
more than 115 years. 

 “We’re now taking another important 
step forward. Vinehealth Australia will 
strengthen its role in delivering grape 
and wine biosecurity knowledge across 
Australia, which will deliver benefits for 
the local wine industry.

“Vinehealth Australia will continue to 
develop policy, test new tools and 
technology, and facilitate collaboration 
across Australia to protect our 
vineyards.”

Remaining firmly anchored in South 
Australia, Vinehealth Australia will 
continue to operate under the existing 
Phylloxera and Grape Industry Act 
(1995). This Act requires that vineyards 
in South Australia of 0.5 hectares 
or greater, regardless of end use as 
either wine, dried or table grapes, 
pay an annual levy to fund Vinehealth 
Australia to protect South Australian 
vineyards from disease and pests. 
While vineyards planted for the table 
grape or dried fruit market represent a 
small percentage of total area planted 
in South Australia, pests and diseases 
of grape vines don’t discriminate. 

The fight against phylloxera will remain 
at the core of its operations, however 
as the new name reflects, Vinehealth 
Australia will look at the risk other 
diseases and pests pose to the health 
of vines in South Australia.

New name for SA Phylloxera Board
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Plant Health Australia

Biosecurity award goes to breeder of clean honey 
bees

Tasmanian beekeeper Lindsay Bourke 
wins Biosecurity Farmer of the Year 
Award, presented by Alison Saunders 
from PHA.

Tasmanian beekeeper Lindsay Bourke 
has been awarded the Biosecurity 
Farmer of the Year (Plant) Award, 
sponsored by Plant Health Australia, 
for his efforts to protect honey bees, 
including his extra clean bees that 
clean out their brood nest at the whiff of 
a pest or disease.

Mr Bourke, who owns and runs 
Australian Honey Products, manages 
3,600 hives for honey production 
and the pollination of crops, in a vital 
partnership with farmers. The company 
markets its own honey, selling to 
local and export markets. His double 
creamed honey continues to grow in 
popularity, with two tonnes exported 
per week for China alone.

Mr Bourke works in the field as a 
beekeeper and manages the day to 
day operations, packs product for sale 
and is on numerous committees and 
industry panels, including as former 
Chairman of the Australian Honey Bee 
Industry Council. 

In addition to his award winning honey, 
Mr Bourke wants to do everything he 
can to ensure that his bees provide 
the best possible results for pollination 
dependant crops.

“Biosecurity is essential for maintaining 
the beekeeping and food industry now 
and in the future,” Mr Bourke said.

His proactive approach to biosecurity 
within his business and the industry led 
to the implementation of a detailed 

“Biosecurity is essential 
for maintaining the 
beekeeping and food 
industry now and in the 
future.”
hive site management plan. Each site 
is logged into a data base, regularly 
visited and a site report sheet lists the 
health of the hive.

In addition to excellent honey bee 
management, Mr Bourke’s recent 
initiative is breeding bees that can be 
more resistant to the effects of pests 
and diseases that may threaten his 
business in the future.

“Hygienic behaviour is a genetic 
characteristic that bees can inherit,” 
he said. “Bees that have the genes can 
smell disease and pests in their brood 
nest and remove the affected cells 

before the problem spreads.”

Bees that show hygienic behaviour 
have the best chance of surviving the 
two biggest biosecurity threats to the 
industry, American foulbrood (a pest 
that is already in Australia) and the 
exotic Varroa mite. It is likely that 

Varroa will arrive in Australia eventually, 
with dire predictions of losses of 50-
70% of pollinating hives. The impact 
of Varroa on pollination for farmers 
and food security will be significant, 
but establishing apiaries of bees with 
increased hygienic behaviour will lessen 
the impact when that happens.

The experience and results of this 
program could benefit the entire 
Australian honey bee industry making Mr 
Bourke a deserving winner of the plant 
Biosecurity Farmer of the Year Award.  

Mr Bourke carried out all of the 
assessments, and he has passed on 
this training to his team of beekeepers, 
expanding the program across the 
entire business.

According to Mr Lindsay, the more 
hygienic stock has also resulted in more 
honey and greater yields than expected 
for a pollinated carrot crop.

The Australian Farmer of the Year 
Awards, hosted by Kondinin Group 
and ABC Rural, were announced at a 
dinner in Sydney in September 2015. 
They serve to celebrate the highly 
professional, innovative and sustainable 
approach of our farmers and farming 
families, showcasing their passion and 
raising the profile of the important role 
they play in Australian agriculture.

Strong technical expertise, a national 
focus and a wealth of experience 
in pest and disease management 
in Australia are the stand-out 
characteristics of the two organisations 
that have been successful in winning 
biosecurity project consultancies 
recently offered for tender by Wine 
Grape Growers Australia (WGGA).

The first project, due for delivery later 
this year, will be to prepare a strategic 
plan and business case, through 
consultation with industry, for longer-
term national biosecurity arrangements 
in viticulture. Stuart Pettigrew, of Ag 

National vineyard biosecurity projects underway
Dynamics, has been selected for 
this task and he brings 25 years’ of 
experience in working with agricultural 
businesses on pest and disease 
management including in vineyards and 
other horticultural crops.

The second project has been awarded 
to the Australian Wine Research 
Institute (AWRI). AWRI will deliver 
biosecurity operations that fulfil the 
grape sector’s obligations to the 
Emergency Plant Pest Response 
Deed, which defines the cost sharing 
arrangements between the industry 
and the Commonwealth Government 

for responses to exotic pest incursions, 
as well as dealing with national 
ramifications of endemic pest and 
disease management. These tasks will 
be outsourced to AWRI for the next 12, 
and possibly 24 months, while longer 
term arrangements are being developed 
and implemented.

The projects are being funded by 
voluntary contributions from a range of 
organisations with viticulture interests. 
Moreover, the strategic planning will 
engage with the range of the viticulture 
industries including wine grapes, dried 
fruits, table grapes and nurseries.
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Bacterial blight of grape vine is a 
serious, chronic and systemic disease 
of grape vine that affects commercially 
important cultivars. It is caused by the 
bacterium Xylophilus ampelinus.  

Severe infection can lead to a serious 
reduction in grape vine health and 
major harvest losses.

What should I look for?
Bacterial blight can affect the leaf, 
petiole, stem, root, shoot or flowers. 
Look for key symptoms such as linear 
reddish-brown streaks that appear and 
expand upwards on the shoot, daken, 
crack and develop into cankers.

Shoots subsequently wilt, droop and 
dry up and young shoots may develop 
pale yellowish-green spots on the 
lowest internodes. Discolouration is 
less common on very young shoots, 
but the whole shoot dies back. 

High priority exotic pest threats of vines
Bacterial blight of grape vine (Xylophilus ampelinus)

Exotic pest threats

This series from Plant Health Australia features exotic pests that would survive, spread 
and establish in Australian vineyards should they get through border quarantine controls. 
Growers should be familiar with their appearance and symptoms so that they can 
distinguish them from the pests that they normally encounter.  
 
Report any unusual or suspect plant pest symptoms immediately via the Exotic Plant Pest 
Hotline on 1800 084 881.

Stem cross-section reveals tissue 
browning. Cankers can also appear on 
the sides of petioles leading to one-
sided (marginal) leaf necrosis. Necrotic 
leaf spots also occur sometimes and 
cankers may also appear on flower 
and fruit stalks. Flowers that have not 
reached maturity turn black and die 
back and roots may also be attacked 
resulting in retardation of shoot growth.

What can it be confused 
with?
Cankers on shoots and leaf spots 
are similar to those induced by heavy 
infections by grape anthracnose 
(Sphaceloma ampelinium) without 
the brown discolouration of vascular 
tissue of Phomopsis cane and leaf 
spot (Phomopsis viticola). Although 
symptom assessment and visual 
inspection can distinguish between 
these diseases, laboratory diagnostics 
should be conducted to confirm the 
presence of bacterial blight.  

How does it spread?
Bacterial blight is readily transmitted 
with pruning tools, especially in wet 
and windy weather. The disease is 

associated with warm moist conditions, 
and spread is favoured by overhead 
sprinkler irrigation. Bacterial blight is 
able to survive in the wood, and thus 
may be transmitted from nursery to 
nursery in infected cuttings.  

Where is it now?
Bacterial blight of grape vine is 
currently found in South Africa, Spain, 
Argentinia, France, Greece, Crete, Italy, 
Sicily, Sardinia and Slovenia.  

How can I protect my 
vineyard from bacterial 
blight of grape vine?
Only source high health status 
(preferably certified) plant material from 
reliable and accredited suppliers. Make 
sure you are familiar with common 
grape vine pests so you can tell if you 
see something different. Check your 
vineyard frequently for the presence 
of new pests and investigate any sick 
grape vines for unusual symptoms.  

Practice good vineyard hygiene 
including disinfecting secateurs 
between vines. 

Cankers will darken, crack and spread 
throughout the grapevine stem.  
Photo courtesy: ARC Infruitec-Nietvoorbij, 
South Africa.

Necrotic canker on developing grapevine shoot. Photo courtesy ARC Infruitec-
Nietvoorbij, South Africa.
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Dried apricot markets

Turkey: Record high dried 
apricot exports

In Turkey the dried apricot yield from 
1 August 2014 to 31 July 2015 
amounted to 8,120 tons, in spite of this 
50,782 tons were exported. 

Exports were supplemented using 
the stocks remaining from the season 
before, and earned $298.7 million in 
foreign exchange. The most apricot 
exports are made to France, England 
and Germany.

Turkey experienced their lowest dried 
apricot yield in history in the 2014/15 
season, out of 50,782 tons of exports, 
41,731 tons were whole apricots, 3,695 
tons industrial and 5,356 cut.

Domestic demand is estimated around 
10,000 tons. Turkey, in the 2013/14 
season exported 111,537 tons of dried 
apricots and $339,972 million of foreign 
currency income was achieved. The 
most exports were made to England 
with $55,564 million, while Germany 
was in second place with $33.7 million 
and France was third with $27,422 
million.

The stocks were the 
saviours
Turkish Dried Fruit Exporters’ 
Association Chairman Osman Oz, 
described the total of 8,120 tons of 
apricot harvest in the 2014/15 season 

as the lowest yield in Turkish history. 
Although the actual yield figure was 
better than described, between 50-
60 thousand tons of dried apricots 
remained from the previous season and 
these are the industry’s lifeline; exports 
could continue because of them. 

Mr Oz states that 84,500 tons of yield 
is expected in the new season, “Turkey 
has around 5-6,000 tons of dried 
apricots left in stock from last season. 
It’s better than last season but it will 
still be a difficult season. Together with 
the new yield, we are aiming for around 
80,000 tons of exports.”

“Turkey experienced 
their lowest dried 
apricot yield in history in 
the 2014/15 season.”
Malatya holds the central position 
in dried apricot production. In the 
2015/16 season, out of the 84,500 
tons of predicted yield, Malatya will 
produce 69,000 tons. Izmir stands out 
for exports. In the 2014/15 season, out 
of $298,007,494 of exports, the Aegean 
Dried Fruits and Products Exporters’ 
Association earned $140,120,243, a 
47% share. 

Source: zaman.com     Published: 26/8/2015

Turkish dried apricot exports saved by stocked 
product
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Packaging

Why packaging matters in a customer-centric world

When considering the growing 
importance of packaging, it is crucial to 
explore the forces that drive consumer 
behaviour. After all, packaging not only 
directly influences product satisfaction, 
but also shopping behaviour and 
consumers’ purchasing decision. 
Packaging is clearly crucial to leaving 
a lasting impression. Therefore, the 
food industry must understand the 
motivations of consumers’ in order to 
identify their requirements, find out how 
to improve the customers’ shopping 
experience and ultimately win or 
strengthen their brand loyalty.

Judging a book by its cover
Aesthetics is an essential attribute 
in ensuring a product has customer 
appeal. Eye catching aesthetics will 
ultimately help to attract the attention of 
potential customers. 

It is often said you shouldn’t judge 
a book by its cover, but shoppers 
often judge a product by its ‘cover’ 
equivalent: its packaging. How a 
product is packaged may be what 
attracts the consumer to take a look at 
the product as is sits on store shelves. 
For this reason, many companies 
conduct research on colour schemes, 
ease of use, designs and types of 
product packaging that will appeal to 
its intended consumer. 

Careful design of packaging often leads 
to a desire to learn more about the 
product inside. As a result, innovative 
packaging design has become a 
priority, as growers and supermarkets 

are realising that appealing, accessible 
packaging equals increased sales.

Stand out from the crowd
Another key role packaging plays is in 
enabling one brand to differentiate itself 
from another. Company names, logos 
and colour scheme enable consumers 
to identify a product as it sits among its 
competitors on store shelves. A change 
in packaging can alter consumer 
perception of a brand. This shows the 
important role packaging plays in the 
promotion of a product and helping to 
establish brand recognition.

Protection and 
preservation
Without packaging there would be 
significantly more food wasted, with 
statistics revealing that a third of all 
food produced in the world ends up 
as waste, costing consumers globally 
more than £259 billion per year.

Packaging has a vital role to play in 
the preservation of a product and also 
protecting the product from the point 
of production through to the point of 
use, helping to maintain the product 
in its original condition and to aid the 
distribution and storage of the product 
itself. 

Innovative packaging solutions can 
increase shelf life, reduce food waste 
and improve product consistency, 
while new packaging materials also 
provide new opportunities to improve 
efficiencies. 

In my opinion, one of the most 
important aspects is avoiding product 
damage as this leads to increased 
costs for replacing goods including 
manufacturing and labour associated 
with processing the replacement. When 
a product has to be replaced and re-
distributed, and the original damaged 
item returned and disposed of, the 
product’s carbon footprint multiplies. 

Packaging enables consumers to get 
more from the food they purchase 
and make financial and environmental 
savings through wasting less. It is 
therefore essential for the packaging 
industry to play its part in supporting 
the government to explain to 
consumers that wasting food is a 
serious environmental issue; one that 
is greater than throwing away the few 
grams of packaging used to ensure the 
food arrived safely and undamaged.

Keeping up with 
expectations
Today’s customers expect quality 
design and functionality from the 
products they purchase. Those within 
the industry that respond to this 
demand by working with packaging 
suppliers to find innovative solutions 
to changing consumer demand will 
inevitably thrive.

Ruth Price is the Business Development 
Director for, Sharpak in Aylesham, UK. 

This article appeared on FreshPlaza 
News on 7 July, 2015.

Today’s grower is increasingly required to play a role in the marketing of their fruit. 
Often the focus is on producing a quality crop with little thought given to packaging and 
presentation, but as Ruth Price outlines in this article, packaging influences consumers’ 
purchasing decisions and can help you sell more fruit.
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Qfly biosecurity R&D given a boost 

Horticulture Innovation Australia

A landmark research co-investment of 
$20.5 million has been agreed between 
Macquarie University and Horticulture 
Innovation Australia focusing on the 
management of Queensland fruit fly (Qfly) 
through Sterile Insect Technique (SIT). 

A research team lead by Associate 
Professor Phil Taylor will focus on 
developing an effective SIT program 
to curb the prevalence of fruit flies 
in Australia. This will be achieved 
by introducing sterile flies into the 
environment with the intention of these 
flies mating with the wild population 
and ensuring they cannot reproduce. 

The team hopes to parallel the 
successful area-wide SIT programs that 
have been implemented to control other 
fruit fly species overseas. The funding 
was provided through Hort Innovation, 
with co-investment by Macquarie 
University. 

The Qfly presents the most difficult 
and costly biosecurity challenge to 
market access for most Australian fruit 
producers, and threatens Australian 
crops valued at $9 billion. 

“Fruit flies, especially the Queensland fruit 
fly, present a truly monumental challenge 
to horticultural production in Australia,” 
Associate Professor Taylor said. 

“For generations, Australia has relied on 
synthetic insecticides to protect crops, 
but these are now banned for many uses. 
Environmentally benign alternatives are 
needed urgently – this is our goal. 

“We hope that by bringing both the 
technology and scientific underpinnings 
of Qfly SIT and area-wide management 
up to world standard, we will be able to 
deliver viable and sustainable solutions 
to Australian growers.” 

Macquarie University will be 
collaborating closely with the SITPlus 
consortium – a research group facilitated 
by Hort Innovation that brings together 
experts from Macquarie University, 
Primary Industries and Regions SA’s 
(PIRSA) Biosecurity SA and South 
Australian Research and Development 
Institute (SARDI) divisions, Hort 
Innovation, the CSIRO Health and 
Biosecurity Flagship, Plant & Food 
Research Australia, and the NSW 
Department of Primary Industries. 

The project will also train the next 
generation of fruit fly and biosecurity 
researchers for Australia, with 18 PhD 
students and eight Research Fellows 
across the SITPlus network directly 
involved in the research. 

Australia’s first fruit fly 
facility 
Construction of the $3.8 million 
National SIT facility in Port Augusta, 
South Australia has commenced and 
is expected to take 10 months. Hort 
Innovation is contributing $800,000 to 
the facility in addition to the $3 million 
South Australian State Government 
commitment.

Hort Innovation Chief Executive Officer 
John Lloyd said the centre will produce 
up to 50 million sterile male Qflies 
each week, which will be released to 
mate with females, thereby reducing 
offspring production.

“The production of male-only sterile 
Qfly has never been done before on this 
scale,” he said. 

“This facility will have a significant 
impact on the future management 
of Qfly in Australia. It will assist in 
ensuring South Australia remains fruit 
fly free, while enabling the eastern 
states to reduce the significant impact 
of endemic Qfly in major horticulture 
growing regions.”

New appointments for fruit 
fly management
Dan Ryan has been appointed Program 
Director of the SITplus consortium. Mr 
Ryan brings a wealth of horticultural 

experience to this pivotal role, having 
worked as Business Leader Australia 
for Plant & Food Research (Australia) 
for 11 years, as well as being a 
representative stakeholder in the 
SITplus consortium. 

He will work with all the consortium 
stakeholders to enhance the momentum 
generated to date, communicating 
to existing and new research and 
commercial partners, aligning the 
different components of the Hort 
Innovation $48 million Qfly management 
investment, of which SITplus is central. 
Successful delivery and production 
of a sterile male line of Qfly and the 
associated AWM adoption are the two 
key outcomes of the initiative. 

Dr Penny Measham has been 
appointed Qfly AWM Coordinator and 
will be the primary two-way conduit 
between the project’s research 
team and stakeholders involved in 
Qfly management for delivery of 
the regionally focussed programs in 
horticultural production areas affected 
by endemic Qfly or outbreaks.

Dr Measham has a science background 
and has been working with fruit 
industries for 10 years in numerous 
research and extension roles. She has 
an excellent track record for industry 
engagement through her previous role 
as national coordinator of an industry 
development program. 

The role of Qfly AWM Coordinator is part 
of the recent funding to Hort Innovation 
secured through the Rural Research 
and Development (R&D) for Profit co-
investment project ‘Adaptive area-wide 
management of QFly using SIT.’  

Hort Innovation General Manager Research, Marketing and Investments - David Moore, 
South Australia Senator  Anne Rutson and Biosecurity SA Executive Director - Will 
Zacharin.
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QFF control

Massive fruit fly trapping exercise underway in PFA
Australia’s biggest fruit fly trapping 
exercise recently began in the Greater 
Sunraysia Pest-Free Area (PFA). 

The mass trapping exercise aims to 
saturate urban areas with traps for male 
and female Queensland Fruit Fly (QFF) 
in a concerted campaign to reduce 
numbers and damage resulting from 
the pest.

The campaign is being coordinated by 
the Greater Sunraysia PFA Committee, 
and comes after a successful trial at 
Swan Hill last year. The committee 
collects and administers levies applied 
to citrus, stone fruit and table grapes to 
fund services aimed at reinstating and 
maintaining the PFA.

Committee Chairman Paul Grigg said 
the PFA was a zone located between 
north-west Victoria and south-west New 
South Wales and included horticultural 
areas from Mildura to Kerang. 

“The PFA was introduced as an agreed 
protocol to help certify that produce 
from the area does not harbour QFF. 
However frequent outbreaks lead to 
the Victorian and New South Wales 
Governments temporarily suspending 
area-freedom status for export markets 
in April 2014 to protect Australia’s 
reputation with trading partners.

“Growers and governments have 
worked to contain the outbreaks, but 
many of the towns and urban areas in 
the PFA have micro climates that are 
conducive to the flies’ breeding and 
survival and we now need the help 
of residents if we are to regain area-
freedom,” he said. 

Accordingly 17,700 traps were needed 
for the program to reach its goal of 
having the non-invasive traps in every 
residential garden in the urban areas of 
the PFA. 

“The key to success will be the support 
of residents and their willingness to 
be part of the solution to a problem 
that costs our horticultural industries 
heavily,” Mr Grigg said.

Greater Sunraysia PFA Chief Executive 
John Tesoriero said although the task 
was a huge undertaking, the committee 
was confident the campaign would be 
an effective strike against the region’s 
fruit fly pest problem.

“Logistically, it’s enormous, but we 
know from the Swan Hill experience 
that strong community cooperation 

can achieve really remarkable results in 
reducing fruit fly numbers,” he said.

“We are looking forward to the 
community really getting behind this 
effort and for everyone being prepared 
to make a small effort to bring about 
a really big result for horticultural 
industries and our region.” 

“The key to success 
will be the support of 
residents and their 
willingness to be part 
of the solution to a 
problem that costs our 
horticultural industries 
heavily.”
Community groups were engaged 
to distribute the traps to households 
which took place from 25 September 
to 11 October after a minor delay in 
reaching residents due to the October 
long weekend and families being away 
during school holidays. 

Mildura’s disability service provider 
The Christie Centre assembled the kits 
ready for distribution to households 
in the Mildura area. Each kit included 
two traps, a Cera Trap for trapping 
of female Qfly and Fruit Fly Wicks for 
trapping of male traps, instructions for 
installation and contact information for 
anyone who needs more help or has 
questions. 

Equally important is the education 
component that accompanies the 
trapping program.

Mr Griggs said an awareness campaign 
for all the stakeholders - including 
agronomists, packers, growers, 
residents and agricultural retailers - on 
how fruit fly risk can be managed on 
properties had been developed.

“That will be backed up with targeted 
compliance and surveillance activities,” 
Mr Griggs said.  

The campaign will include:

¡¡ Information for home gardeners on 
how to protect their home grown 
produce from the threat of QFF. The 
website www.preventfruitfly.com.
au is a great source for the home 
gardener

¡¡ An education program to be 
developed for schools to promote 
the QFF message, and strengthen 
the link between farms and the 
community

¡¡ Colouring competitions to help raise 
and promote awareness

A website for commercial growers, 
www.pestfreearea.com.au went live on 
21 August 2015.

Residents who have questions or wish 
to report a fruit fly incursion should 
contact the Greater Sunraysia PFA 
Committee  
E: idc@greatersunraysiapfa.com.au.

Greater Sunraysia PFA Committee Chairman Paul Grigg and Chief Executive John 
Tesoriero drop in at The Christie Centre during assembly of the kits.
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Asia Fruit Logistica

The Australia Fresh pavilion enjoyed 
one of its most successful years yet 
at Asia Fruit Logistica. Held at Hong 
Kong’s AsiaWorld-Expo Center on  
2-4 September, Asia’s premier fruit and 
vegetable trade fair is the place to meet 
importers, senior buyers and executives 
from leading food retailers in Asia and 
discuss business.

With an increasing focus on Asian 
markets the fair has continued to 
grow year on year and this attracted 
more than 9,200 trade visitors from 70 
different countries.

Horticulture Innovation Australia’s 
commitment to take Australian 
horticulture to the world stage was 
showcased in a 276sqm stand located 
in a prime position near the entrance to 
Hall 3D. 

Australia Fresh Program Director 
Agnes Barnard said it was the first 
time all national horticulture industries 
had come together as a united front 
and this year she was also pleased 
to welcome state organisation Fruit 
Growers Tasmania to the stand. 

“Our co-exhibitors realise there are 
many benefits to working together 
and exhibiting under the one 
Australian banner which is why we 
have 11 exporters and seven industry 
associations exhibiting,” she said. 

“While it makes good business sense 
to share costs, the real benefit of the 
Australia Fresh Pavilion is as a beacon 
for international buyers looking to 
source Australian fresh produce.”

Australian Table Grape Association 
Chief Executive Jeff Scott agreed. “This 
is the 8th time the ATGA has exhibited 
here in the Australia Fresh pavilion and 
we will back again next year.

“Agnes and her team do an exceptional 
job of co-ordinating the co-exhibitors 
and attracting potential buyers to the 
stand both on the day and through pre-
arranged meetings. 

Mr Scott said there was great interest 
in the Asian region as an export 
destination and as a result all the major 
table grape growing countries were 
represented at Asia Fruit Logistica. “It’s 
a trade fair we simply cannot afford to 
miss,” he said. 

As in previous years it is the serious 
buyers and decision makers that attend 
the event looking for business which 

attracts exhibitors. Mr Scott said a lot 
of new contacts with great potential 
made this year’s event well and truly 
worth it.

“You only need to make one new 
contact that leads to a shipment 
of table grapes to make the event 
worthwhile,” he said, “and this year 
there were a lot of new contacts with 
great potential.”

This year the campaign was boosted 
with the tagline: Australian research 
driving quality and food safety. “It 
builds on the clean, green image of 
Australian agriculture, while Australia’s 
well-renowned investments on R&D 
provides buyers with confidence in 
the quality and safety of Australian 
produce,” Ms Barnard said. 

Exhibition space was also revitalised 
with a new design featuring a fresh and 
more open feel with a central reception 
and meeting area. 

Many exhibitors and buyers 
commented on the layout of the stand, 
particularly the reception area. “More 
than just a place to greet visitors, the 
reception area showcases the various 
fruits, vegetables and nuts of co-
exhibitors. Platters of freshly cut fruit 
highlighted the quality of fruit available 
from Australia and enabled visitors to 
taste the great flavours and textures on 
offer,” Ms Barnard said.

Network reception 
The unique sound of the didgeridoo 
reverberating throughout Hall 3D and 
hopping kangaroo mascots played 
a key role in attracting people to the 
stand on the first day of the fair where a 
Network Reception Cocktail was being 
held. 

Hort Innovation Chairman Selwyn Snell 
opened the Network Reception to 
welcome at least 180 guests to the stand. 

The Australia Fresh network reception 
is held to facilitate trade and business 
discussions between exhibitors and 
international buyers. It is always 
popular because of the connections 
made and reinforced. It also provides 
the opportunity to discuss business in a 
relaxed, comfortable environment. 

This year there was a lot more 
excitement generated by the 
kangaroos, but exhibitors and buyers 
both agreed the pavilion was a well 
thought out space for networking and 
sampling of produce, and it had been a 
very useful exercise.   

 Ms Barnard said initiatives to generate 
visitor traffic well and truly benefited all 
co-exhibitors in the stand making this 
year’s Australia Fresh Pavilion not only 
one of the biggest, but one of the most 
commercially successful.

Large Australian presence attractive to busy buyers

The ATGA stand within the Australia Fresh pavilion was busy throughout Asia Fruit 
Logistica, but especially so during the Network Reception Cocktail. 
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‘Now! In Season wins 
award
 ‘Now! In Season’, Australia’s multi-
industry, multi-market promotion for 
Australian fruits has won the Asia Fruit 
Awards Marketing Campaign of the 
Year.

The awards are presented by Asia Fruit 
Logistica and Asiafruit Magazine. They 
celebrate excellence and recognise 
achievement for the best players 
in Asia’s fresh fruit and vegetable 
business, with the winners selected by 
the two organisations.

The campaign, launched in April 
by the Victorian State Government 
in collaboration with Austrade and 
Horticulture Innovation Australia, 
takes a whole-of-industry approach 
to promoting Australian fruits across 
Asian markets. Through a mix of in-
store tastings, point-of-sale materials 
and networking events, the campaign 
promotes seasonal Australian produce. 

Thailand, Indonesia and the Philippines 
were the initial focus for the promotion, 

which launched with stone fruit, table 
grapes and apples and pears, with 
the support of the respective peak 
industry bodies. Citrus has since been 
added, with cherries to follow, while the 
campaign has been rolled out to more 
markets, including China and Japan.

“The Victorian Government, in 
collaboration with peak industry 

bodies, Hort Innovation and Austrade, 
is extremely pleased with the success 
of the Now! In Season program,” 
said Brendan Larkin, ASEAN market 
manager at the Victorian Department 
of Economic Development, Jobs, 
Transport and Resources.

“To date the program has reached over 
150 stores in five countries across Asia, 
profiling the best Australia has to offer 
in high-quality, safe and healthy fruit. 
We are looking forward to extending 
the program next year to include more 
countries and more products.”

Introducing the winner, Asiafruit 
Magazine editor John Hey said Now! In 
Season demonstrated the power of a 
collaborative and consistent approach 
to marketing Australian produce. The 
campaign has been well-supported 
in-market to ensure effective execution 
with retailers, and, by coming together 
under one banner, industries have 
been able to secure more consistent 
shelf space for Australian produce and 
maintain a dialogue with retailers, he 
noted.

A new interactive guide is helping 
horticulture growers to introduce 
health and wellbeing programs on farm 
in order to gain the benefits to their 
business of:

¡¡ Higher worker productivity

¡¡ Decreased workers’ compensation 
and disability claims

¡¡ Reduced absenteeism

¡¡ Greater ability to attract and retain 
workers to the farm.

The Live Well Farm Well Planning Guide 
is the work of Diabetes Queensland, 
Growcom and the Queensland 
Government and follows a pilot project 
with banana farms on the Cassowary 

New guide to encourage workplace wellness 
programs on farm

Coast over the past two years. The pilot 
project focused on practical ways rural 
workplaces could achieve simple health 
improvements to reduce the risk of 
chronic disease.

The farms developed programs that 
fit farming schedules and helped 
farm workers and managers get more 
active and eat healthily drawing from 
programs such as:

¡¡ Eat It - Diabetes Queensland’s 
healthy eating program

¡¡ 10,000 Steps program using 
pedometers to monitor daily 
physical activity

¡¡ Quitline program

¡¡ Policy and environmental changes 
at the workplace

¡¡ Get Healthy Information and 
Coaching Service.

“The new interactive guide aims to 
extend the work of this project beyond 
the participating banana farms to all 

horticulture farms, regardless of region 
or commodity grown,” Growcom Chief 
Executive Officer Pat Hannan said.

“I urge growers to consider introducing 
a Live Well Farm Well program to their 
farm. We spend a lot of time at work. 
From a management perspective, 
a workplace health and wellbeing 
program makes good sense in terms of 
productivity and profitability. Research 
shows that for every dollar a business 
invests in employee wellness, $4 in 
increased productivity is returned.

“It is vitally important that we look after 
our health and the health of our workers 
the way we look after our crops.”

The Live Well Farm Well Planning Guide 
can be accessed at www.growcom.
com.au/live-well-farm-well/ 

The project is a Queensland 
Government Healthier. Happier. 
Workplaces initiative.

Live Well Farm Well Guide to encourage growers to start workplace wellness 
programs on farm

A new interactive guide has been launched today to help horticulture growers to introduce health and wellbeing 
programs on farm in order to gain the benefits to their business of: 

• Higher worker productivity

• Decreased workers’ compensation and disability claims 

• Reduced absenteeism

• Greater ability to attract and retain workers to the farm*.

The Live Well Farm Well Planning Guide is the work of Diabetes Queensland, Growcom and the Queensland 
Government and follows a pilot project with banana farms on the Cassowary Coast over the past two years. 

The pilot project focused on practical ways rural workplaces could achieve simple health improvements to 
reduce the risk of chronic disease. 

The farms developed programs that fit farming schedules and helped farm workers and managers get more 
active and eat healthily drawing from programs such as:

• Eat It - Diabetes Queensland’s healthy eating program

• 10,000 Steps program using pedometers to monitor daily physical activity

• Quitline program

• Policy and environmental changes at the workplace

• Get Healthy Information and Coaching Service.

“The new interactive guide aims to extend the work of this project beyond the participating banana farms to all 
horticulture farms, regardless of region or commodity grown,” said Growcom CEO, Pat Hannan.

“I urge growers to consider introducing a Live Well Farm Well program to their farm. We spend a lot of time at 
work. From a management perspective, a workplace health and wellbeing program makes good sense in terms 
of productivity and profitability. Research shows that for every dollar a business invests in employee wellness, 
$4 in increased productivity is returned.

“It is vitally important that we look after our health and the health of our workers the way we look after our 
crops.”

Diabetes Queensland CEO, Michelle Trute, said that workplace health and well being programs were designed 
to help workers to improve their wellbeing and support them in adopting healthier lifestyles. It was urgent that 
these programs be considered seriously by all businesses.

Media release
Friday, 28 August 2015
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Around the block

flowering. Further sprays at two weekly 
intervals should be maintained from 
berry set to véraison.

Given the uncertainty of the Bureau 
of Meteorology’s rainfall prediction, 
growers are advised to be ready to act 
in preventing a downy mildew primary 
infection. Downy mildew infections are 
driven by the weather which affects the 
germination and movement of spores. 
Developing bunches with fruit smaller 
than peas are most vulnerable to 
downy mildew. Bunch stems or sprigs 
can become infected which can kill part 
of, or the entire, bunch.

A useful rule of thumb describing 
the conditions in which downy 
mildew infection might occur is the 
ratio10:10:24 in which at least 10mm 
rainfall is needed in an environment 
where the temperature does not fall 
below 10°C during a 24 hour period. 
Note that 10:10:24 conditions do not 
guarantee an infection; however if 
10:10:24 conditions are not met, there 
will be no primary infection by downy 
mildew spores.

Another fungal disease to be wary 
of is botrytis. The scars left by the 
cap coming away from the berry as it 
flowers provide the perfect location for 
botrytis spores to infect. Once berries 
are infected, it is almost impossible to 
stop botrytis development other than 
summer prune if the fruit is ripe enough 
to start drying. Further information on 
how to minimise the risk of a botrytis 
infection can be found on page 24.

Remove cordon bunches
Early reports from growers suggest 
that fruitfulness is fairly high and 

that there are more buds than usual 
on the cordon or high on the fruiting 
canes in the cutting zone for summer 
pruning. Growers need to assess 
where bunches are on the canes and 
cordon and decide whether or not to 
chemically remove them.

Start harvest preparation 
early
Now that planting and redevelopment 
activities have almost finished, why not 
make an early start on preparation for 
harvest. 

Oil and potash solutions have a 
detrimental effect on rubber fittings and 
seals so pumps on wetting machines 
and filler carts should be routinely 
serviced so they are ready to go.

Further details on pre-harvest preparation 
can be found in the Dried Grape Best 
Practice Guide Part 1 Pre-harvest and 
harvest guide. Dried grape growers 
should contact Dried Fruits Australia if 
they have not received a copy.

Minimise sunburn risk 
Take care over the Christmas/New Year 
period as developing berries begin to 
soften, becoming more vulnerable to 
sunburn. Sunmuscat and Sunglo are 
particularly sensitive to sunburn at this 
time and in severe conditions sultanas 
can also be damaged. To avoid sunburn, 
soil should not be cultivated and be in a 
dry and bare condition. Any cover crop 
or weed growth should be maintained as 
mulch and the soil should be as moist as 
possible over this time.

Spring outlook
The Bureau of Meteorology has released 
a special update of the climate outlooks 
due to a significant shift towards a drier 
October nation-wide, related to the 
emerging positive Indian Ocean Dipole 
reinforcing the strong El Niño. 

The rainfall outlook for October has 
shown a significant shift towards a drier 
month nation-wide, with the southeast 
quarter of Australia indicating a less 
than 20% chance of exceeding median 
rainfall for the month. This means the 
region has a greater than 80% chance of 
a drier month. 

The October rainfall outlook is 
accompanied with high chances of 
warmer days and nights south of the 
tropics. 

October to December is likely to be drier 
than average across the southeast and 
northeast, with parts of central Australia 
likely to be wetter than average. Warmer 
days and nights are likely for Australia, 
except the northern tropics.  

Weed control
As temperatures rise, weed seeds 
germinate and grow, particularly after 
rainfall or heavy dew. Spiked weeds 
such as caltrop are a particular problem 
as they can contaminate crops if 
not controlled early. Get in early and 
eliminate germinating seeds before the 
young seedlings take off and grow out 
of control.

Frost prevention
Even though the weather is warming up, 
a cold snap and/or frost are still possible. 

Frost risk is high when a cold, cloudy 
day is followed by a still, cloudless 
night. In this case the soil does not 
absorb much solar radiation due to 
the cloud cover and this heat is rapidly 
lost at night making the young tender 
shoots susceptible to frost damage.

To reduce the risk of frost growers 
should not disturb the vineyard soil until 
the second week in November or later. 
Maintaining soil moisture levels will also 
improve the soil’s ability to capture and 
store heat during the day.

Be prepared for disease
Powdery mildew is known as a ‘fine 
weather’ disease that can cause 
considerable damage to the crop if a 
preventative spray program is not in 
place. Growers should adopt a 2,4,6 
strategy for spraying fungicides to 
prevent powdery mildew. The strategy 
begins no more than 2 weeks after bud-
burst and continues every 2 weeks until 

Figure 1. Rainfall outlook for October to December 2015. Source: BOM.
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Contact Gary Thomas 
Tel: (03) 5022 8499   Mob: 0418 997 730 

PO Box 5051, Mildura Vic 3502
Email: vamvvia@bigpond.com

Please see website for more information  
& order forms 

www.vamvvia.org

“Suppliers of improved grapevine rootstock  
and scion wood to the grape industry”

Trade directory

Hyde Media Pty Ltd

PO Box 422 Korumburra
Vic 3950

 
Phone: 03 5659 5292

Mobile: 0408 558 938

Email: max@hydemedia.com.au

Geoff Bell
0417 577953

2 Lainie Court, Mildura
geoff@multimediaenterprises.com.au

Melbourne office:
202 Ferntree Gully Road, 

Notting Hill, 3168

Let me! plan, produce and 
manage your advertising

talk to our media represtentatives

For advertising in 

Services for your farming business: 
✔  Pest and Disease Monitoring 

✔  Grapevine Bud Fertility Sampling 

✔  Fertiliser Program’s and Costings 

✔  Research and On-farm Information 

✔  Soil, Sap and Plant Tissue Analysis 

✔  Plant Diagnostic Sampling 

✔  Chemical Residue Testing 

Contact: Tim Brown Phone: 0438 183 853 
Website:www.brokitagronomy.com.au 
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Helping Australia Grow Healthier Crops

World Leading Product Available Australia Wide
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