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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
FELLOW GROWERS 
... Federal Council delegates from four producing States will review the industry's 
m~t1at1ves, achievements and failures of the past year at its 3 day Annual meetmg 
thts month. 

This review will provide the background for addressing the challenges ahead in 
a rapidly changing environment. 

There are major changes in place or in train, that set new ground rules for 
producing dried frutts for a profit. 

These changes are of such significance that unless growers, packers and 
marketers improve on the best achievements of the past, earn1ngs for each segment 
of the Industry must be reduced . 

. If we fail to out-pertorm our best efforts of the past, lower returns will only be 
re!1eved _by occastonal overseas crop failures which generate a world shortage of 
dned frUits. 

A brief summary of new adversities and hazards will illustrate the validity of this 
unpleasant assertion. 

Returns from our domestic market have already been undermined by our 
Government's pursuit of "Free Trade" by example, but the worst is yet to come. 

The recent P.assage of the Customs Tariff Amendment Bill through both Houses 
of Parliament wtll. effectively remove all tariffs applied to imported dried fruits from 
developing countnes.. · 

The great volume of imports of dried fruits into Australia is from developing 
countries, especially Turkey. 

In contrast to this rapid elimination of assistance for our industry, the reform of 
the ~aterfront, the elimination of crazy work practices, and other inefficient 
contnbutors to the cost of producing, are still in the pipeline. 

J"he removal of ~ssistance to producers is at no initial cost to Government. It is 
readtly eff~cted wtth majority support from Government and Opposition 
Parl1amentanans. 

The reform of the too hard, politically sensitive arenas must apparently be 
purchased If the recent waterfront example ts to be consistently applied. 

Imports of dried fruit into Australia will be increasingly welcomed with each 
passmg year to 1996 . 

. The price ol our fruit sold in Australia will in future be greatly influenced by 
political deCISions taken in other countries. 

It, is clear that superior pri?~S for Australian fruit will only be sustained for 
supenor products and better servtctng of the market. 

We are about to compete in a global market as never before, abandoned by 
our own Government to contest the interventionist Governments of our competitors. 

Farmers traditionally are price takers and this is no better illustrated than in the 
horticultural industries close to home. 

Growers in the winegrape, citrus, and tablegrape industries have exercised little 
marketpower to balance the might of the buyer. 

In contrast, drted fruit growers have benefited from the disci~lined approach to 
marketmg our production through the co-operative vehicle of the ADFA. 
. Central to our Industry's achievements is the adherence to ADFA principles by 
all but one of the major packers. 

Our Governments pursuit of deregulation threatens the strength and disciplines 
of dned frutt markettng, and as a consequence every grower and packer's viability. 
. Both the S.A. and N.S.W. Dried Fruits Board's role and powers are under 
review with strong emphasis on "the public interest". 

This frequently translates to increasing competition to deliver short-term savings 
for consumers. 

Restrictions on the licensing of packers is under challenge. 
. Th_e r~sults of a proliferation of packers and marketers 1s a guarantee of failure 

to JUStify Investment tn superior technology and a recipe for underachievement in 
export market development. 

It is. inco_ngruous. that proposals to ~bandon restrictions on the number of 
packers. 1s be1ng considered at the same t1me as proposals for rationalisation of a 
proce~smg sector with an over capacity is being stimulated by financiers. 

Ftnally, the reputation of the Australian industry as a consistent achiever of high 
quality products is under challenge by our competitors. 

Our clear margin of superiority will not be sustained without further 
ach1eveme~ts by growers and processors. 

There IS no doubt that we have not achieved the full potential for the 1991 
dried vine fruit harvest in near perfect conditions. · 

The speed of drying, and delivery encouraged short cuts by some growers and 
as a consequence the Industry will not maximize its earnings. If we are to contest 
the challenges ahead it will be imperative that every participant in the industry 
stnves to max1m1se the outturn of the products, and abandons practices designed to 
beat the system. 

These subjects will be high priority in the year ahead and it is in our interest to 
work with cohesion to address them. 

Henry Tankard 
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EXPORT REPORT 
This is the first Export Report of the Australian 

Dried Fruits Board which succeeded the Australian 
Dried Fruits Corporation on July 1, 1991. 1 take this 
opportunity to introduce myself as Chairman of the 
Board. Although I am new to the Dried Fruits Industry, 
I bring to it twenty years of experience in business 
management. 

During discussions with representatives of the 
Industry, I indicated my intentions to embark on a "fast 
track" induction program. In July this program included 
two visits to Mildura - a visit to inspect growing, 
processing and packing and then to attend the ADFA 
Federal Council Meeting. As well, the Board's first 
meeting was held in Melbourne on July 17. 

I look forward to a successful and harmonious 
relationship with all involved in the Industry and trust 
that together we can continue to maintain Australia's 
position amongst the leading exporters of Dried Vine 
Fruits. 

The Members of the new Board are Messrs. Robert 
Blenkiron, Vin Byrnes, Barrie MacMillan, lan Murdoch 
and Henry Tankard. The Board has been selected 
with a collective range of skills that will serve the 
Industry well in export markets over at least the next 
three years. The Australian Dried Fruits Board 
operates under the umbrella of the Australian 
Horticultural Corporation, however its powers and 
functions remain very similar to those previously 
performed by the Corporation. 

Summing up I see the key commercial objective of 
the Board is to maintain and improve, if possible, the 
Australian Dried Fruits Industry's short and long term 
position in export markets in order to maximise export 
returns to growers. 

I now turn to the sale of the 1991 season sultana 
crop. The latest crop estimate is 79,839 tonnes. 
24,000 tonnes have been allocated to the domestic 
market leaving 55,839 tonnes for export markets. This 
compares with the 1990 crop of 55,071 tonnes and 
32,856 tonnes exported. Export orders for 1991 
season have progressed well to date and are around 
47,000 tonnes leaving a balance of 8,839 tonnes to be 
sold between now and March 1992. This will be a 
challenging task with the quality and tonnage of the 
Northern Hemisphere crop being a key factor. 

Due to a small crop, exports of 1991 season 
currants will be around 140 tonnes compared with 
1 ,400 tonnes of currants last year. The small export 
tonnage this year has disappointed many customers as 
Australia has the capability to sell 2,000 to 3,000 
tonnes of currants on export markets. 

As previously reported the demand for export 
seeded raisins will be around 1,000 tonnes. This is a 
disappointing tonnage and is largely due to Australia 
not being able to consistently supply customers with 
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JOHN LESTER, 
CHAIRMAN 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

seeded raisins over recent year. 
Australia is the major producer in the world of 

seeded raisins. If the Australian crop declines there is 
no other country to take up the shortage thus 
customers have had to find an alternative product to 
replace the seeded raisin. This has resulted in a 
reduced demand for seeded raisins in export markets 
and this is unlikely to change in the future. It should 
be noted that the industry's present production of 
approximately 4,000 tonnes is sufficient to meet both 
domestic and export demand. 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES • JOHN LESTER 
CHAIRMAN 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

John Lester has had twenty years experience in 
business management, involving marketing, 
manufacturing and finance. 

Currently he is the Managing Director of Stihl Pty. 
Ltd., responsible lor the Australian and New Zealand 
activities of the German parent company. Stihl is a 
market leader in the field of chain saws, brushcutters 
and other power tools. 

Prior to this, John Lester had managed the Caroma 
bathroomware business, and before that Kempthorne 
Lighting Company. 

His qualifications include an M.B.A. from Melbourne 
University and membership of the Australian Society of 
Certified Practising Accountants. He is a past National 
Chairman of the Australian Design Council. 

John Lester is married and has three adult children. 
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Federal Council 1991 
Board of Management Report 

1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1 The past year has provided major challenges to the 

A.D.F.A. in a number of areas, including: 
the finalisation of negotiations with the Federal 
Government in regard to the restructuring of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation as the Australian 
Dried Fruits Board under the umbrella of the Australian 
Horticultural Corporation. The retention of export 
controls tor dried vine fruits in a hostile deregulatory 
environment is a major achievement. 
continuation of initiatives to restrict the quantity of dried 
fruits imported into Australia. These initiatives included 
the continuation of the Australian Dried Apricot 
campaign, and the development of a long term 
marketing strategy for Dried Vine Fruits with particular 
emphasis on a volume buy promotional rebate. 
substantial progress in the development of new Dried 
Fruit products and packaging concepts, including the 
home trialling of two new sprinkle products, and the 
launch of a new "tub" packaging concept through fruit 
and vegetable outlets. 
submissions and discussions with Government in 
regard to the review of Dried Fruit marketing 
arrangements in both South Australia and New South 
Wales. 
the relocation of Food Advisory Services, including 
provision of an improved test kitchen. 

1.2 The Board has met formally on the following occasions 
since Federal Council 1990: 

1 x 3 day meeting 
6 x 2 day meetings 
3 x 1 day meetings 

In addition the Board was also involved in general Industry 
meetings convened by the A.D.F.A. 

1.3 Board Members were also involved in 3 meetings of the 
Tree Fruits committee and many other activities, meetings, 
and representations on behalf of the A.D.F.A. These 
included representations to Government and Members of 
Parliament: attendance at A.D.F.A. Branch, District 
Council, and State Conferences: committees and public 
meetings in regard to tree fruits, taxation, irrigation, salinity, 
classing and sorting procedures. bin ·tipping, marketing 
strategy, hail insurance, dried fruits research, etc. 

1.4 In addition to the general affairs of the Board and the sub
committees noted above, Board Members have been 
involved in, or have stimulated and considered the reports 
of, the following committees: 
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Australian Vine Improvement Association Inc. 
A.D.F.A. Sales Centre Management Committee 
A.D.F.B. Selection Committee 
Bin Tipping Trial Appraisal 
C.S.I.R.O. Horticultural Research Consultative Committee 
C.S.I.R.O. Vine Improvement Committee 
Dried Fruits Research Council 
Liaison Forum on Chemicals in Horticulture (S.A.) 
Mal!ee Regional Salinity Task Force 
Market Research and Development Unit 
National Farmers' Federation 
N.F.F. Trade Committee 
North West Region Advisory Committee (DARA Vic) 
North West Horticulture Advisory Committee (DARA Vic) 
Organics Committee 
Pumped Districts Peak Irrigation Advisory Committee (RWC 
Vic) 
Production Problems Committee 
Receivals Review Committee 
Riverland Fruit Industry Liaison Committee 
Riverland Grape Industry Council 
State Council, South Australia 
Sunraysia District Council 
Sunraysia and Riverland Committee on Salinity 
Victorian and Murray Valley Vine Improvement Association 
Inc. 
Viticultural Nursery Committee 

2. 1991 HARVEST 

3. 

2.1 The 1991 harvest was widely regarded as the best drying 
conditions for more than 40 years and was in marked 
contrast to the weather affected harvests of ·the previous 
two years. 

2.2 Sultanas: The harvesting and drying of Sultanas 
benefitted from a continuous run of near perfect drying 
conditions. These excellent drying conditions generated an 
above-average crop of which a remarkable 95% was 
classified as light fruit in the 4 and 5 crown grades .. 

2.3 Currants: Poor fruit set in S.A.; plague locusts 1n W.A.; 
and heavy rain in late January severely damaging the crop 
of Zante Currants in the Sunraysia and Riverland all 
contributed to the low production of this variety. 

2.4 Raisins: After an initial -fear that there would be an 
excessive production of Raisins the lighter bearing _of ~he 
varieties involved and the increased demand from wmenes 
resulted in tonnage dried being of·manageable proportions. 

2.5 Apricots: A light crop of fresh fruit coupled with heavy 
diversions to alternative outlets led to a very low volume of 
Apricots being dried. Fruit quality was good with size 
being notably larger than in the previous season. 

2.6 Peaches: The larger size of dried fruit was also 
noticeable in Peaches. 

· 2. 7 Pears: There was a larger crop of Dried Pears of good 
quality. 

PRODUCTION 
3.1 Estimated production of Season 1991 fruit of grade quality, 

as at April 30, 1991, compared with the previous 3 
seasons is: 

A.D.F.A. Total 
Industry 

(Tonnes) 1988 1989 1990 1991 1991* 

Currants 4.241 3.794 5.027 3,118 3.568 
Sultanas 66.215 53.065 49,455 71.621 79.941 
T.S.R:s 124 183 304 206 859 
Raisins 2,429 2.790 4,424 4.747 5.102 
Apricots 1.379 1,454 1.093 699 1.742 
Peaches 109 119 127 123 454 
Pears 168 115 76 97 389 

"" Note: Estimates only for Season 1991. 

3.2 The actual A.D.F.A. availability for the 1991/92 marketing 
year is represented by the above figures together with the 
A.D.F.A. stock-on-hand of previou_s Season's fruit as at 
March 1, 1991, of 124 tonnes of Currants, 1799 tonnes of 
Sultanas 1273 tonnes of Raisins, 162 tonnes of Apricots, 4 
tonnes of Peaches and 29 tonnes of Pears. 

3.3 The following 3 gr~phs show total A.D.F.A. production and 
the amount sold on both Australian and Export markets. 
Please note that these graphs are on the basis of sales 
from a season of production and should not be confused 
with annual deliveries whlc;· are shown in paragraph 4.2. 

CURRANTS 

1J31 '9€2 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990. 

' ' i Ill EXPORT ~; Al.IST i ___ .. -------
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4. MARKETING 
4.1 A.D.F.A. sales on the Australian market calculated on a 

seasonal basis and as admitted into final adjustment or 
equalization have been: 

4.2 

Currants 
Sultanas+ 
Raisins 

A.D.F.A. Australian Sales 
Seasonal Basis • T annes 

1987 1988 1989 1990• 

4,483 3,713 3,657 3,883 
18,459 18,004 17,062 18,412 
4,008 1,721 1,772 3,374 

26,950 23,438 22,491 25,669 
+ including 40 gram packs * estimates as at 30.4.1991. 

These figures relate to total sales from a season's 
production which may extend over 18 months or more, and 
may not give a true indication of a year's sales. 
For a period of 12 months to the end of February each 
year, A.D.F.A. Dried Vine Fruit deliveries in Australia are 
as follows: 

Currants 
Sultanas+ 
T.S.R.'s 
Raisins 

A.D.F.A. Australian Deliveries 
(Tonnes) 

29.2.1988 28.2.1989 28.2.1990 28.2.1991 

4,319 3,995 3,427 4,084 
18,920 17,876 18,328 19,655 

343 117 109 315 
3,186 3,118 2,450 2,820 

26,768 25,106 24,314 26,874 
+ includes 40 gram pac~ 

For the year ended February 28, 1991, total consumption 
of dried vine fruit in Australia was 36,494 tonnes, with the 
source of supply being A.D.F.A. 26,874 tonnes, Non~ 
A.D.F.A. Australian fruit 4,383 tonnes and imports 5,237 
tonnes. 
The comparative tonnage for 1989/90 was 34,809 tonnes 
of Dried Vine Fruit delivered within Australia. The Board 
is pleased to report the significantly improved level of 
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P.ustralian deliveries from ADFA sources but notes with 
concern the 1,206 tonnes decline in consumption, believing 
that this is probably due to the lower quality of fruit on 
offer as a result of the high level of imports entering the 
country. 

4.3 For the period of 12 months to the end of February each 
year, comparative A.D.F.A. Vine Fruit deliveries on export 
are: 

Currants 
Sultanas* 
T.S.R.'s 
Raisins 

A. D.F .A. Export Deliveries 

29.2.1988 
982 

42,061 
7 

1,007 

(Tonnes) 
28.2.1989 

536 
48,310 

2,634 
51,480 

28.2.1990 28.2.1991 
124 1,146 

36,539 32, t 09 

729 
37,392 

977 
34,232 

* Includes 40 gram packs. 
4.4 The deliveries in paragraph 4.2 and 4.3 include Sultanas in 

40 gram packs as follows: 

Australian 
Export 

A.O.F .A. 40 Gram Pack 
(Tonnes) 

29.2.1988 
668 

43 

28.2.1989 28.2.1990 28.2.1991 
647 657 556 

69 58 30 

4.5 Vine Fruits: Season 1989 Currants, Sultanas and Raisins 
were finalised in the past year with the following A.D.F.A. 
sales tonnages. The commitments for Season 1990 
Varieties as at 30.4.1991, are also shown. 

1989 
A.O.F .A. Final Sales 

(Tonnes) Currants Sultanas Raisins 
Australia* 3,657 t 7,072 1,772 
U.K. 5,973 153 
Continent 14,535 
Canada 69 8,607 17 
New Zealand 53 3,916 140 
Other t 2,824 42 

Total 3,780 52,917 2,124 

1990 
A.D.F.A. Estimated Sales 

(Tonnes) Currants Sultanas Raisins 
Australia* 3,883 18,412 3,374 
U.K. 5,438 486 
Continent t 12,858 
Canada 519 7,711 202 
New Zealand 512 2,814 227 
Other t 14 2,200 140 

Total 5,029 49,433 4,429 

4.6 Allocations of dried vine fruits for the 1991/92 marketing 
year have been made from the total availability of fruit, 
including stocks-on~hand from previous seasons. The 
allocations set by the A.D.F.A. and the Australian Dried 
Fruits Corporation as at May 10, 1991 are: 

1991/92 Industry Allocations 
(Tonnes) Currants Sultanas Seeded 

Raisins 
Australia* 3,594 26,138 3,500 
UK & Ireland 9,400 500 
Germany 19,400 
Other Europe 4,460 
Canada 70 13,000 250 
New Zealand 60 4,000 300 
Japan 2,000 tOO 
Other 2,260 
Reserve t ,421 1,338 
Total 3,724 82,079 5,988 

* includes planned carry~over to 1992/93 
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4.7 Tree Fruits: The excessive stocks of Dried Apricots carried 
into 1990 were substantially reduced during 1990/91, with 
the carryin to 1991 being at a much more manageable 
level. This improvement was largely due to increased 
sales through retail packets within Australia and the sale of 
the deteriorating i 9B9 season fruit at very low prices. 
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With the very low production of the i 991 season, the Dried 
Apricot sector quickly swung from a severe excess stock 
pm;ition at the start of 1990 to a major shortfall in "1991. 
The following graph shows the disposal of A.D.F.A. 
Apricots on the basis of season of production. 

APRICOTS 

1981 1982 1963 198~ 1985 1986 1967 1988 1989 1990 

~~~~ EXPORT ffi AUST 

The available stocks of Peaches and Pears· sold readily 
during 1990/91 with the introduction of retail packets of 
these varieties by Australian Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. 
being a major step forward. 

4.8 Australian sales by the A.D.F.A. for the last four seasons 
have been: 

A.D.F.A. Seasonal Sales (Tonnes) 

Season Season Season Season 
(Tonnes) 1987 1988 1989 1990"' 

Apricots 1,081 1,153 1,099 918 
Peaches 89 78 72 119 
Pears 63 76 65 72 

.. Estimate only 

4.9 For the period of 12 months to the end of February each 
year, A.D.F.A. Tree Fruit deliveries in Australia are as 
follows: 

Year Ended 
February 28 

1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 

A.D.F.A. Australian Deliveries (Tonnes) 

Apricots 
1,223 
1,160 
1,059 

968 
1,105 

Peaches 
69 
80 
79 
88 

147 

Pears 
76 
55 
50 
85 
70 

4.10 Realisations 1989 Season: F.O.B. realisations to Packing 
companies per packed tonne on Season 1989 production 
are as follows: (these are average before deduction of 
Packers' costs and charges, and conversion to receival 
weights). 
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Realisations 1989 Season 

(Per Tonne) Base Grade 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Raisins 
Apricots 
Peaches 
Pears 

4 Crown 
5 Crown 
4 Crown 

F.L. 
Std. 
Std. 

Australia 
$ 

1,995 
2,038 
1,750 
7,175 
3,847 
3,555 

Export 
$ 

1,521 
1,430 

690 
7,237 
3,774 
3,619 

Average 
$ 

1,976 
1,649 
1,750 
7,184 
3,833 
3,577 

4."1 1 Realisations "1990 Season: Realisations to Packing 
companies for Season i 990 production have been 
finalised or are estimated as: 

Realisations 1990 Season 

(Per Tonne) Base Grade Australia Export Average 
$ $ $ 

Currants * 4 Crown 2,079 1,842 2,022 
Sultanas" 4 Crown 2,118 1,666 1,847 
Raisins .. 5 Crown 1,877 1,280 1,652 
Apricots* F.L. 7,309 6,154 7,119 
Peaches .. F.L 5,657 4,596 5,647 
Pears " F.L. 5,084 5,079 5,083 

.. Estimate only 

5. PRICES - AUSTRALIA 
5.1 Dried Vine Fruits: The continuing high volume of imports 

of Dried Vine Fruits, particularly to manufacturing users led 
the Board to maintaining the domestic price for 1 crown 
Sultanas and Currants at the same level as in the previous 
year. 
The price differential between grades for Sultanas were 
further increased with progressive price increases of 2% on 
2 crown, 3% on 3 crown, and 4% on 4, 5, and 6 crown 
grades. 
The price for 2, 3, and 4 crown Currants were elevated to 
align with the price for Sultanas of the same grade. 
The price for Seeded Raisins was maintained at the same 
level as the previous year in recognition of the decline in 
the level of Australian sales, the large 1991 crop, the high 
stocks held by the industry, and the knowledge that the 
price for this variety was significantly greater than that of 
Sultanas or Currants. 
The prices for Natural Sultanas/TSRs were increased by 
$100 per tonne on all grades. 

5.2 Tree Fruits: The short crop of Season 1991 Dried Apricots 
led to the Tree Fruits Committee taking price increases for 
all grades of fruit, with the increases also being effective on 
any Season 1990 fruit still on hand after February 11, 
1991. 
For Peaches and Pears, the prompt clearance of Season 
i 990 fruit provided the basis for price increases from 
between 7.5% to 9.3% on Fancy grades, with greater 
increases on the Standard grades so as to enable A.D.F.A. 
packers to provide competitive returns to their growers. 

6. PRICES - EXPORT 
6.1 Dried Vine Fruit Sultana prices on overseas markets were 

reduced in most instances by approximately 10% in 
Australian dollars: 
This reflected market reduction in prices because of 
currency changes during the year, particularly the reduction 
in value of the United States dollar against European 
currencies. 
Practically all our competitors quote in U.S. currency, and 
did not increase prices to compensate for the devaluation. 
Australian prices are still arOund $A300 above most other 
Sultanas and TSRs. 
There remains a world shortage of Currants, and the few 
Currants that were exported were sold at prices higher than 
the domestic market. 
Seeded Raisins maintain their margin over Sultanas. 

6.2 Dried Tree Fruits: An allocation of 62 tonnes of Dried 
Apricots was made to New Zealand to protect the retail 
packetted outlets available in this market. The price for 
this fruit was set so as to achieve an average return only 
slightly less than that achieved in Australia. 
Open allocations were set for the export of Dried Peaches 
and Dried Pears, with the export prices· for these products 
being set to achieve the same return as a domestic sale. 

7. GENERAL 
7.1 Imports_: The import of dried fruits into Australia remains a 

major concern for the Australian Industry with the import of 
Sultanas continuing at a high level, and a high level of 
Dried Apricot imports despite a significant decline in this 
area in the immediate past year. The comparative 
summary of imports is: 
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Imports by Marketing Year (March - February) 
(Tonnes) 

Vine Fruits: Greece Turkey U.S.A. Other Total 
12 months 
1982/83 0.083 0.083 
1983184 896.320 14.929 0.034 911.283 
1984185 1976.486 328.366 1438.197 55.243 3798.292 
1985/86 307.200 467.016 1248.219 0.060 2022.495 
1986187 296.625 2491.783 246.193 405.150 3439.751 
1987188 782.750 2987.993 350.883 654.782 4n6A08 
1988189 591.575 4515.911 34.316 386.666 5528.468 
1989190 1033.135 4546.649 33.752 399.624 6013.160 
1990/91 184.500 4477.202 104.939 470.316 5236.957 

Apricots: S. Africa Turkey U.S.A. Other Total 
12 months 
1982183 
1983184 
1984185 
1985186 
1986187 
1987188 
1988/89 
1989/90 
1990191 

7.2 

7.3 

7.4 

16.750 93.025 8.928 118.703 
61.500 480.466 119.112 60.516 721.594 

181.420 728.114 30.972 393.525 1334.031 
46.396 147.262 16.886 274.005 484.549 
18.500 622.803 79.408 33.979 754.690 

867.540 10.884 878.424 
1289.153 3.036 67.757 1359.946 
1791.393 0.060 55.301 1846.754 
1248.640 24.1161272.756 

The AD.F.A. continues to monitor the_ import ·of all dried 
fruit varieties. This '1s important to both assess trends and 
to ensure that unfair marketing practices are not engaged 
in. 
Fruit from Turkey remains the major problem faced by the 
industry in both Dried Vine Fruits (85.5% of total imports of 
these varieties) and Dried Apricots (98.1%). 
The decline in the import of Dried Vine Fruits is mostly due 
to the world shortage of Currants, with imports of this 
variety falling from 958 tonnes in 1989/90 to 94 tonnes in 
1990/91. 
Import Duties: From 1996 there will be no tariff applicable 
to Dried Fruits imported from Australia's major Dried Fruit 
competitors. 
Duties on the import of dried fruits into Australia from July 
1, 1991, are: 

Vine Fruits 
Tree Fruits 

General 

17% 
10% 

Concessional 

12% 
5% 

The concessiona! rate is available to all countries of origin 
considered to be "developing countries''. Many dried fruit 
producing countries qualify for this concession, including 
Turkey, Mexico, Chile, Iran and Afghanistan. 
The Dried Vine Fruit tariff is continuing to decline by 2% 
per annum and will result in a general duty of 15% on July 
1, 1992, with a concessional rate of 10%. 
As announced in the Federal Government's March Industry 
Statement, the general tariff on both Dried Vine Fruits and 
Tree Fruits will be progressively reduced from 1992 to a 
general rate of 5% in 1996. As it is intended that a 
developing country concession will still apply, imports of 
Dried Fruits from countries posing the greatest threat to 
Australia will have an effective nil rate of duty. 
As a consequence of the reduced import duty on Dried 
Fruits there will be increasing pressure on prices within the 
domestic market and an increased demand for imports. 
Import Inspection: The Federal Government has 
implemented its programme of inspection of imported 
foods. Unfortunately despite representations from the 
industry, Dried Fruits were placed in the category of lowest 
risk, and ~ccordingly receives ~o routine inspection, being 
merely subJect to random sampling. 
The Dried Fruit Boards of South Australia, Victoria, and 
New South Wales have continued their inspection 
programmes with an emphasis on capital cities. The 
inspectors from these Boards ensure that all Dried Fruits 
meets grade specifications. It should be noted that these 
inspections apply to all fruit, including Australian production. 
Industry Initiatives to Counter Imports: Initiatives to counter 
the penetration of imports into the domestic market have 
been undertaken by the A.D.F.A. and the industry 
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7.5 

7.6 

7.7 

7.8 

generally. 
In the Tree Fruits sector, the campaign against Turkish 
imports conducted by the Australian Dried Apricot 
Committee (the A.D.F.A. and Angas Park) has been highly 
successful with the imports from Turkey falling 31% in the 
past marketing year. Further details of this campaign are 
included in Appendix 7 to this report. 
In the Dried Vine Fruits sector, the Board has initiated the 
development of a long term marketing strategy. 
While the strategy is not yet finalised, the Committee 
developing this plan recommended the immediate 
implementation of a volume buy promotion rebate to 
address lost volume in the manufacturing sector. 
This recommendation was endorsed by all Dried Vine Fruit 
agents and packers and its implementation is now well 
advanced. 
The thrust of the volume buy promotion rebate is to allow 
large volume purchasers of Sultanas and Raisins access to 
cheaper Australian fruit provided they are willing to 
promote their products as containing Australian Sultanas or 
Australian Raisins. 
These major buyers manufacture consumer products such 
as breakfast cereals, fruited breads, etc. and some have a 
history of being major users of imported fruit. 
The rebate scheme is to be incorporated into the voluntary 
equalization agreement, and thus will be funded 
proportionately across the whole Australian industry. 
Further information on the Marketing Strategy is contained 
in Appendix 9. 
Promotion: The A.D.F.A. marketing agents have continued 
to play the major role in promoting Australian Dried Fruits 
in the domestic market, financed of course by levies 
provided by growers for this purpose. Please refer to the 
agent's reports for further details in this regard. 
The A.D.F.A. Food- Advisory Services has both assisted 
the agents in their efforts, and conducted promotional 
exercises on its own account. Please refer to the Food 
Advisory Services' report for further details in this regard. 
Product Development: The AD.F.A.'s Dried Vine Fruit 
Research and Development Unit has in the last year 
substantially progressed two different projects in regard to 
the introduction of new products and new packaging 
concepts. 
The development of new products is well advanced with 
twO lines (one sweet, one savoury) featuring Dried Fruits in 
addition to other ingredients in convenient sprinkle packs 
being subject to home trials by selected consumers. 
A third product is undergoing professional commercial 
evaluation to fully develop its profile and specifications 
before it is offered for full scale commercial manufacture. 
In a different sphere the trialling of seven fruited lines 
packaged in clear plastic tubs commenced in June. The 
thrust of this trial is two-fold. Firstly, to research the 
benefits and consumer acceptance of presenting fruit and 
fruit mixes in an alternative packaging, i.e. the plastic tub. 
Secondly, to gauge the impact of offering packaged Dried 
Fruits through fruit and vegetable outlets which do not 
normally carry this product range. 
Review of Anti Dumping Legislation: As a result of 
lobbying from a range of primary industries, the Senate 
Stand1ng Committee on Industry, Science and Technology 
is presently conducting an Inquiry into Anti-Dumping and 
Countervailing Actions. 
The A.D.F.A. has provided the Senate Committee with a 
hard-hitting submission detailing the A.O.F.A.'s experiences 
and frustrations in regard to anti-dumping and 
countervailing actions. 
In response to this submission the Senate Committee 
visited Mildura to gather first-hand impressions from the 
Dried Fruits Industry. 
The Chairman and General Manager were also invited to 
attend a publiC hearing in Adelaide so that the industry's 
comments could be put on the formal record of 
proceedings of the inquiry. 
Indications from the Committee suggest that they will be 
recommending major modifications to the manner in which 
anti-dumping and countervailing measures are applied 
within Australia. 
A.D.F.A. Adjustments: Since the last meeting of Federal 
Council the A.D.F.A. has conducted the final adjustment of 
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Season 1989 Peaches, Pears, and Prunes. These 
procedures provide fOr all A.D.F.A. marketers to receive an 
average return for all sales of each variety, regardless of 
the quantity and price sold in each market. 
In this period the A.D.F .A. has also administered the final 
industry wide voluntary equalization for Season 1989 and 
1990 Currants, and Season 1989 Sultanas and Raisins. 
The final adjustment of Season 1989 Apricots has been 
much delayed due to the extended period required to clear 
this fruit, the complexity of the adjustment involved, and a 
dispute between the parties as to the grounds of the 
adjustment. The difficulty of the adjustment is compounded 
by the poor financial result from Season 1989 Apricots with 
no packer having the resources to make a substantial 
contribution to the adjustment. 

8. FARM MANAGEMENT 
8.1 15% Standard Rate of Tax Instalment: The Australian Tax 

Office has agreed that the 15% standard rate of tax 
instalments for seasonal workers in the horticultural industry 
will remain in place indefinitely. 
The A.D.F .A. has played a leading role in the development 
and refinement of the 15% standard rate arrangements. 
Under this arrangement, seasonal workers have a standard 
15% tax instalment withheld from each and every dollar 
they earn instead of the normal Pay-As-You-Earn system 
of having instalments calculated from schedules which 
apply a tax-free threshold. However the 15% is not the 
final liability, and the tax payer should lodge a return to 
establish whether they owe tax, or are entitled to a refund. 
The 15% standard rate applies to any "Seasonal Worker" 
which is any person other than an overseas visitor on a 
working holiday who is: 

employed in any process associated with the 
production and cultivation of a horticultural crop and 
performs the process on the grower's property, and 
does not work for the same grower for a continuous 
period exceeding 6 months and 
correctly completes an employment declaration form. 

To correctly complete an employment declaration form, the 
worker must fill in the Tax File Number area on the form. 
'Production and cultivation' includes picking, packing, 
pruning, weeding, chipping, harvesting, drying or the use of 
a farm implement (e.g. driving a tractor). 
'Horticultural crop' includes vegetable, fruit and dried fruit, 
leaf, nut, root, edible fungi, floral, cotton, sugar cane and 
wholesale nursery plant propagation. 

8.2 Chemical Residues: The A.D.F.A. has continued to take 
an active and leading role in the voluntary initiatives to test 
Dried Fruits for chemical residues, with the emphasis 
remaining in the Dried Vine Fruit sector. 
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As a testament to the lingering nature of the chemicals 
involved, a handful of growers were again found to have 
chemical residue problems following the testing of fruit 
samples at a Government certified laboratory. While the 
levels of residue and the number of growers involved were 
low, it appears that this scrutiny will need to continue if the 
Australian Dried Fruits Industry is to continue to claim that 
it offers consumers a product that is free of the risks of 
chemical contamination. 
Investigations are being made into initiatives to reduce the 
cost of the testing programme for future seasons. One 
alternative is for the use of a newly developed indicator 
test for organochlorines, with only those showing positive to 
this test being subjected to the more expensive gas 
chromatograph technique. Should this indicator test be 
acceptable it is envisaged that the majority of these tests 
will be undertaken in Sunraysia, thus cutting time as well 
as cost. 
The second option involves reducing the incidence of 
testing. This could be done by random rather than 
universal sampling of growers, although there would be a 
need to ensure that the fruit of growers with a previous 
history of contamination was scrutinised. 
The Board of Management acknowledges the co-operation 
and involvement of the _Dried Fruits Boards of Victoria, New 
South Wales, and South Australia, in undertaking this 
extensive testing programme, and particularly the Victorian 
Board which has ably undertaken the major role in 
operating the system. The support of the chemical 

residues programme by the State Departments of 
Agriculture is also acknowledged. 

8.3 Weed Seeds: The trials on the detections of weed seeds 
with the objective of identifying and paying a premium to 
those growers capable of providing fruit predominantly free 
of weed seeds have been completed. Further details on 
the trials conducted and the results achieved are included 
as part of the Receivals Review Committee report at 
Appendix 8. 

8.4 Harvest Labour: The availability of harvest labour was 
much improved in 1991, largely due to the depressed state 
of the general economy and the resulting higher levels of 
unemployment. 
In Sunraysia, the Commonwealth Employment Service 
(CES) charged a once only fee of $35 per grower for any 
grower seeking harvest labour through the CES network. 
The Growers' Conciliation & Labour League, and the 
A.D.F.A. were forced to accept the imposition of this fee or 
else run the risk of there being insufficient labour available 
to harvest the crops at their optimum condition. 
As a result of the fee and the greater availability of labour 
there were fewer vacancies notified to the CES and a 
greater reliance on growers securing their own labour. 
A lesser fee or no fee at all applied in other districts, 
depending upon the reliance that was placed upon special 
recruiting efforts through the CES. 

8.5 Hail Insurance: Before entering into arrangements for the 
1990/91 hail insurance scheme, the Board conducted a 
major review of the options available to the A.D.F.A., 
including the use of the A.D.F.A.'s hail insurance reserve 
to underwrite a joint insurance arrangement with insurers. 
Due to uncertainty about some aspects of the proposed 
arrangement and the onset of risk the Board did not 
pursue any of the available options but has not ruled them 
out for future years. 

Crop 

In finality the Board negotiated a hail insurance scheme for 
'1990/91 along the same lines as that offered .in 1989/90 
covering Grapes, Table Grapes, Tree Fruits and Almonds, 
but with a 4. 7% decrease in the cost per acre 
accompanied by a 25% increase in the aggregate limit on 
claims. Details of the cover offered are: 

Cost Per Insured 
Acre Value 

Maximum 
Compensation 
Per Acre 

Aggregate 
Limit 

Grapes $16.20 $1980 $1683) $12.5 million 
Grape Rootstocks $22.40 $3960 $3366) 
Table Grapes $21.90 $2250-2800 $1912.50·2380 $ 2.5 million 
Tree Fruits $20.00 $2152 $1829.20 $ 2.5 million 
Almonds $25.70 $2000 $1700 $ 2.5 million 

The Insured Value for table Grapes was $2250 per acre for 
losses up to 4.00 pm October 1, 1990, and rose by $10.00 
per day to a maximum of $2800 per acre after 4.00 pm on 
October 21. 1990. 
To encourage early applications for cover, the insurer 
provided a cash prize of $2,500 to be paid to one grower 
drawn at random from the applications received by the 
A.D.F.A. by August 31. 1990. 
In response to a request from the A.D.F.A., the insurers 
offered to expand the geographic limits of the scheme to 
include the Barossa upon the terms of a 100% loading on 
premium, and an excess of 20% instead of the usual 15%. 
These terms were considered to be unfavourable and were 
not accepted. 
During the season growers reported damage from four hail 
storms resulting in the assessment of 38 properties. 
Overall losses were generally minor with only 5 
assessments exceeding the 15% deductible to be borne by 
growers. 
The total compensation for the season was $13,774.62, 
with $12,905.22 of this being paid to tour Loxton growers. 

8.6 Snails: The 1991 Dried Vine Fruit harvest saw an 
increased incidence of snails being delivered within fruit for 
processing. 
The -removal of the snails during processing requires 
additional effort and cost by packers, and it is likely that 
more stringent penalties will apply from the 1992 harvest to 
the delivery of fruit containing snails. 
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8.7 

8.8 

In recognition of the problem of increased snail numbers 
the departments of agriculture have developed 
comprehensive programmes on how to counter snails. 
Production Problems: The A.D.F.A. Production Problems 
Committee held a very successful farmwalk entitled 
"Towards 5 Tonnes" on how growers may set about 
increasing their production per acre of Dried Sultanas. 
A report on this farmwalk and the other activities of the 
Production Problems Committee is attached as Appendix 2. 
Irrigation and Salinity: The Board of Management 
continu~s. its inte~est and activity in the area of irrigation 
and s<:'-hmty. As m the past the Board's Deputy Chairman, 
Mr. Vm Byrnes, has undertaken the major role in this 
regard in his capacity as ·Chairman of the Sunraysia and 
Riverland Committee dn .Salinity. Mr. Byrnes' report is 
attached aS Appendix 3. 

9. PROCESSING . 
9.1 Mechanical Bin Tipper and Auto-Sampler: As directed by 

Federal Council 1990 an extensive trial of the mechanical 
bin tipper and automatic sampler for Dried Vine Fruits was 
conducted during the 1991 harvest. 
Details on the conduct of this trial and the conclusions 
reached are contained in a separate report to Fedei-al 
Council. 
The usefulness of the trial was certainly reduced by the 
consistency of th~ fruit r~~ulting from the abnormally 
protracted good drymg condttlons. Consideration will need 
to be given by Federal Council as to whether the trial 
should be repeated. 

9.2 Organics: The A.D.F.A. Organics Commiuee has explored 
the basis on which the Dried Fruits Industry could 
recognise the production of organic Dried Fruits. 
Discussions have been held with organic producers' 
associations, including local organisations operating within 
the Dried Fruit regions. 
However it has become clear that organic products cannot 
be in~egrate~ into the ~reduction, processing, and marketing 
of Dned Fruits alongs1de the traditional products, until the 
Federal Government finalises its definition of what 
constitutes an organic product This definition has been 
delayed on at least two occasions, and is now anticipated 
after the preparation of this report, in late June 1991. 

9.3 Quality: The A.D.F.A. remains committed to the production 
of Dried Fruits of the highest possible quality and appeal to 
consumers. Measures to further improve the pack-out 
quality of Australian Dried Vine Fruits have been discussed 
within the context of the investigations of the Marketing 
Strategy Committee. 
One disturbing element to come to light in this 
consideration is that a large volume of Season 1991 
Sultanas "Yould be diffi?ult ~o process due to the fruit being 
boxed while hot or bemg Improperly cured. It is possible 
that a temperature probe could be used in future seasons 
to ass~ss the temperature of fruit at delivery, with fruit of 
excessive temperature bearing a special treatment charge 
to cover the additional cost of processing this fruit. 

10. RESEARCH 
10.1 Drie~ Fruits Research Council: As anticipated, the 

appomtment of Mr. Bob Taylor ended a period of transience 
wit~in the Chairman's position. The efforts of Mr. Taylor 
dunng 1990/91 have been significant in providing direction 
to the Council and are commended. The Board also 
recognises the commitment and endeavour shown by all 
Dried Fruits Research Council members. 
The membership of the DFRC is: 
Chairman Mr. Bob Taylor 
Government Member Ms. Robyn Beetham 
Grower Members Mr. Brendan Gledhill 

Mr. Dick Johnstone 
Mr. Colin Roy 

Technical Members Dr. Martin Barlass 
Dr. Keith Garzoli 
Dr. Don Plowman 

Packer/Marketer Member Mr. Barrie MacMillan 
10.2 The A.D.F.A. has continued in its role as Secretariat to the 

DFRC, with particular res~onsibility in this regard being 
handled by Mr. Ross Skinner, the A.D.F.A.'s Assistant 
General Manager, as Executive Officer to the Council. 

'July/August, 1991 • DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

10.3 The research funds administered by the DFRC are 
provided from a levy from all dried fruit production. The 
Federal Government matches levy expenditure on a dollar 
for dollar basis. , 

10.4 The DFRC continued to implement the Industry approved 
proposal to incrementally increase the Dried Fruits 
Research Levies to the equivalent of 0.5% of G.V.P. by 
1991/92, so as to obtain the maximum level of matching 
funding provided by the Federal Government. 

DFRC Levies 
(per tonne) 

Season 1990 1991 1992 
Actuai Recommended Proposed 

Dried Vine Fruits $5.75 $7.40 $7.40 
Dried Tree Fruits $13.25 $17.00 $17.00 
Prunes $12.00 $13.00 $13.00 

10.5 Subject to average crop levels being achieved, the above 
levy rates will allow research programmes estimated at: 

Annual Research Programme 

1990/91 1991/92 1992/93 1993/94 
$"000"s $"000"s $"OOO"s $"000's 

Dried Vine Fruit 860 1080 1160 1270 
Dried Tree Fruit 140 205 150 160 
Prunes 100 115 150 160 

Total 1100 1400 1460 1590 

It is notable that in 1990/91 the funds available for dried 
vine fruits research will exceed $1 million for the first time. 

10.6 A report on the activities of the Dried Fruits Research 
Council will be presented to Federal Council by the 
Chairman of the DFRC, Mr. Bob Taylor. 

10.7 This past year has seen the_ continuation of the Federal 
Government's corporatisation of rural industry research and 
development under the Primary Industries & Energy 
Research and Development Act 1989. 

10.8 Both the DFRC and the Board of Management examined 
the options available to the industry in regard to its future 
research organisation. In the final consideration the choice 
was reduced to maintaining a Council structure under either 
the Rural Industries Research and Development 
Corporation (RIRDC), or the Horticultural Research and 
Development Corporation (HRDC). 

10.9 After consultations with both RIRDC and HRDC it was 
decided to adopt the RIRDC vehicle which will provide 
continuing autonomy for the DFRC, including responsibility 
for the preparation of the annual R & D Programme, 5 year 
R & D Plan, and annual report in consultation with Industry. 

10.10The DFRC will not be required to contribute to RIRDC 
overhead and costs but will be required to meet expenses 
as required by statute with regard to financial management 
and for any additional services requested on a user pays 
basis. 

10.11 It is expected that the Dried Fruits Research Council will 
move to RIRDC as of January 1, 1992. The new Council's 
membership will be selected later this year to serve a three 
year term to December 31, 1994. 

10.12ln contrast to the Dried Fruits Research Council 
corporatising within RIRDC, the Grape & Wine Research 
Council will corporatise in its own right incurring the high 
administrative costs associated with that decision. This 
decision is one of a number of changes proposed for the 
wine industry's education and research environment. 

10.13 Co-operative Research Centre: The support of the Dried 
Vine Fruit Industry has been sought for a grape industry 
bid for funding from the Federal Government's programme 
for Co-operative Research Centres (CRC) aimed at 
facilitating advanced research initiatives. 

10.14 The grape CRC submission, which will seek Federal 
funding of $2.4 million per annum over seven years was 
initially developed as a wine industry proposal with the 
involvement of Dried Vine Fruit and tablegrape industries 
being sought at a later time. The CRC submission address 
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the following four areas of research: 
objective criterion of grape character and quality; 
vine crop improvement via pest and disease 
management; 
biotechnology of plant material; and 
education, communication and extension. 

1 0.151t should ~e noted that the Co-operative Research Centre 
does not; involve the establishment of an additional 
research !aboratory but is rather a vehicle for funding and 
co-ordination. 

10.16After reviewing the available information the A.D.F.A. 
offered its qualified support for the bid. These qualifications 
being: 

the A.D.F.A. retains the view that the CSlRO's 
achievements in viticultural research, especially in 
regard to the Dried Vine Fruit Industry are outstanding. 
Accordingly the fostering of a continuing strong 
relationship between Dried Fruits and the CSIRO 
remains a priority for the A.D.F.A.; 
the four research areas identified for the CRC bid and 
the resulting programmes were developed without input 
from Dried Vine Fruit research expertise, and 
accordingly the A.D.F.A.'s role has been-limited to one 
of review; 
the A.D.F.A. has some reservations as to the priorities 
determined, and the ability of the programme to deliver 
on some of the elements as presented. 

1 0.17Despite a greater appreciation of the Dried Vine Fruits and 
tablegrape sectors of the viticultural industry following 
discussions, it was noted the bid contained a strong bias 
towards the wine industry and the A.D.F.A. advised areas 
in which modification of the bid was required if this bias 
was to be redressed. It is pleasing to note that these 
requests were accommodated. 

1 0.18Australian Centre for Viticulture and Oenology: In an 
initiative independent of but closely linked to the CRC bid, 
the wine and grape industry has proposed the formation of 
an Australian Centre for Viticulture and Oenology. 

1 0.19The major aim of the centre will be to seek improvement in 
the co-ordination of the viticultural industries particularly in 
regard to research, education, extension, and efficient use 
of existing facilities and other resources. 

10.20The A.D.F.A. has been invited to represent the Dried Vine 
Fruit Industry on the centre's Council of Management. 
Other members of this Council are the Winegrape Growers' 
Council of Australia, the Australian Wine Research Institute, 
CSIRO, State Departments of Agriculture, the University of 
Adelaide, and the Charles Sturt University. 

10.21The Board of Management is continuing to progress its 
evaluation of the representation, responsibilities and 
bene~·ts of membership of the Australian Centre for 
Viticulture and Oenology. The Bocird will continue to 
consult with the DFRC in regard to this matter as the 
Centre has the potential to have a major role in the training 
of Australia's future viticultural researchers. 

10.22CSIRO - An Internal Review of Research Facilities and 
Priorities: The Board made a written submission to this 
review and representatives of the Industry met with the 
Review Committee during its visit to Merbein. 
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Major points in the submission included: 
CSlRO's outstanding achievements for the Dried Fruits 
Industry have played a major role in positioning the 
Australian Industry at the forefront of production 
efficiency. 
The strong linkage between the research facility at 
Merbein and the Dried Fruits Industry over more than 
70 years has ensured clear definition of research 
priorities and progressive adoption of valuable results. 
The future viability of the Dried Fruits Industry will 
greatly depend on the quality of ongoing research 
efforts. 

The laboratories at Merbein and Adelaide have a proven 
capacity to advance viticulture in Australia. Grape products 
are by far the most valuable of Australia's horticultural 
exports. It is therefore of National significance that these 
facilities are adequately funded to ensure the continuing 
viability of the grape industries. 

11. INDUSTRY ECONOMY 
11.1 Australian Dried Fruits Board: The last year has seen long 

and heavy negotiations between the A.D.F.A. and the 
Federal Government in regard to the appropriate vehicle for 
the ·statutory control of Dried Vine Fruit exports. 
The end result is the restructuring of the existing Australian 
Dried Fruits Corporation as the Australian Dried Fruits 
Board (ADFB), with this Board operating under the umbrella 
of the Australian Horticultural Corporation (AHC). 
This outcome is favourable to the Dried Fruits Industry as it 
will see the retention of export controls with virtually the 
same degree of industry autonomy as existed under the 
Corporation. However at the same time the Government 
requirements will be met in that the ADFB will be subject 
to the broad oversight of the AHC. 
The Australian Horticultural Corporation Act has been 
substantially amended to allow the creation of largely 
autonomous product boards under the umbrella of the 
AHC. The ADFB is expressly created by the amended act, 
and is the only product board intended at this time. 
Under the new arrangements the AHC in relation to the 
ADFB, will largely take the place previously occupied by 
the Minister tor Primary Industries in regard to the 
Corporation. That is: . 

The AHC will appoint, upon the nomination of the 
A.D.F.A., the members of the ADFB. 
The AHC will appoint the Chairman of the ADFB after 
consultation with the A.D.F.A. 
The AHC will review the ADFB's Five Year Corporate 
Plan and Annual Operating Plan, and make comments 
on them to the Minister. 
The AHC will issue licences to exporters upon the 
recommendation of the ADFB. 

The AHC will not have the ability to direct the ADFB as to 
how to carry out its functions in regard to the control of 
Dried Vine Fruit exports. 
Membership of the ADFB will comprise a Chairman, and 
five members each required to meet one specific criteria. 
The Board of Management appointed an independent 
committee of seven persons under the Chairmanship of Dr. 
Jack Meagher to select the nominees to be forwarded to 
the AHC. 
The AHC accepted the nominations put forward by that 
committee with the appointments for the respective 
positions being: 

1. The growing or processing of Dried Vine Fruits. 
Mr. Henry Maurice TANKARD 

2. The exporting of Dried Vine Fruits. 
Mr. Vincent Lindsay BYRNES 

3. The harvesting, handling, storing, transporting, 
processing or marketing of Dried Vine Fruits. 
Mr. Jan MURDOCH 

4. Business management or finance. 
Mr. Barrie Blair MACMILLAN 

5. Marketing or product promotion. 
Mr. Robert Henry BLENKIRON 

The AHC has also announced that the Chairman for the 
ADFB will be Mr. John Lester. Mr. Lester has almost 20 
years of business experience in marketing, manufacturing, 
and financial management, and is presently Managing 
Director of Stihl Australia Pty. Ltd. 
The level of financial contribution to be made by the ADFB 
to the AHC was an area of difficult negotiations. In the 
end a formula was agreed based upon sharing the costs of 
the AHC's Board of Directors between the members of the 
AHC, with Dried Vine Fruits receiving a substantial discount 
on a normal pro rata share, but with that discount declining 
as the number of AHC members increased. 
In terms of the AHC's 1990/91 budget, Dried Vine Fruits 
will contribute $52,780. Should the number of members of 
the AHC increase to 10, the Dried Fruits contribution will 
decline to $30,450. 
The Board of Management is well satisfied with the results 
of its negotiations in regard to the structure of the new 
ADFB and looks forward to further successes in the export 
of Australian Dried Vine Fruits. 
The Board acknowledges the efforts and achievements of 
the members of the superseded Australian Dried Fruits 
Corporation and in particular the stimulus and leadership 
provided by its Chairman, Mr. Ernest Barr, during 
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continuous service since 1982. 
11.2 Review of S.A. Dried Fruits Board: The South Australian 

Government is conducting a Review of Dried Fruits 
Marketing. This primarily entails a review of the operations 
of the Dried Fruits Board of South Australia. 
It is noted with concern that the Green Paper distributed by 
the S.A. Government as a background to the review 
suffered from a number of deficiencies which presented an 
unbalanced view of the activities of the Dried Fruits 
Industry. These deficiencies have been brought to the 
attention of the Government officers involved. 
The A.D.F .A. has made a substantial submission to this 
review. This submission details the operating environment 
for Dried Fruits; small production units; largely 
homogeneous production, highly variable levels of 
production; highly variable levels of return; highly variable 
income levels; long life crops; high input costs; limited 
individual market power; competition from imports; declining 
levels of import duty; processing costs; dependence upon 
exports; the Australian reputation for quality and the 
resulting premiums; domestic pricing arrangements; 
marketing margins; Australia's high per capita consumption; 
the benefits of vertical integration between growing, 
packing, and marketing; the existing sophisticated marketing 
network; product development initiatives; and research. 
The submission also detailed a number of assumptions of a 
free market that are not necessarily present within the 
Dried Fruits marketing arena within Australia. 
The S.A. Government was offered the following blueprint for 
Dried Fruits arrangements within South Australia: ongoing 
research, research and development, and product 
development; collective bargaining by producers (A.D.F.A. 
price setting); every effort to maintain quality as a number 
one requirement, uniform minimum standards, quality based 
payment differentials; greater involvement by the Dried 
Fruits Board in the classing of Dried Fruit receivals; 
discretional registration of packers so as to maintain 
efficient scales of operation; and improved accountability of 
the Dried Fruits Board to the industry. 
In summary, the A.D.F.A. recommended a continuing Dried 
Fruits Board within South Australia, with many of its present 
functions. However the A.D.F.A. also recommended that 
the marketing powers presently within the Dried Fruits Act 
(SA) be removed as the Dried Fruits Board was not a 
marketing authority. 
A full list of the recommendations made to the review is 
attached as Appendix 10. 

11.3 Review of N.S.W. Dried Fruits Board: The A.D.F.A. is 
aware that the New South Wales Government is planning a 
review of Dried Fruits arrangements in that state. 
While the terms of reference of that review have not been 
released at the time of writing this report, it is understood 
that they will be similar to those of the South Australian 
review. 
The Board of Management intends to make a submission 
to the N.S.W. review along similar lines to that provided to 
the South Australian Government. 

11.4 Federal Government's Industry Statement: On March 12, 
1991, the Prime Minister made a statement on behalf of the 
Federal Government on proposals to restructure the 
Australian economy. 
The A.D.F.A. made a substantial response to this 
statement, with the points being made including: 

The questioning of the equity of the proposed further 
tariff reductions because of a failure to take a tops
down approach to these reductions, with the 
maintenance of the motor vehicle, and textiles, clothing 
and footwear industries at much higher levels of 
protection for a much longer period of time. 
Questioning the ability of Australian actions, in 
sacrificing its production to imports bearing lower tariffs, 
to modify the protectionist stances taken by other 
countries. 
The failure of the Government to take effective 
measures to reduce the burden of uncompetitively high 
labour, transport, energy, and irrigation costs. 
The harmful impact of an over-valued Australian dollar. 
The higher costs associated with continuing higher 
protection to selected, politically sensitive, 
manufacturing industries. 

~uly/August, 1991 - DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

An observation that this double-standard approach did 
not sit well with the Government's proclaimed pursuit 
of social justice. 
The failure of the Government to make an assessment 
of the Community effects of the measureS they 
propose. 
While welcoming the shorter period for the processing 
of GATT applications, the A.D.F.A. objected to the 
continuing use of a three year sunset and the harsh 
interpretation applied in the Australian implementation 
of GATT measures. 
The need to review the developing country 
classification provided to Turkey (Dried Fruits) and 
Brazil (Citrus). 

It is regretled that the persuasive arguments put to the 
Government appear to have had little impact in modifying 
their proposed actions. 
The Board also requested Opposition Members in the 
Senate to reject the Customs Tariff Amendment Bill, until 
major reforms in other segments of the Australian economy 
are achieved, and significant changes to the protection and 
assistance programmes of the major trading nations are 
delivered. 

11.5 Voluntary Equalization: Discussions within the last year 
between the parties to voluntary' equalization will see 
further refinements being made to the voluntary 
equalization arrangements. 
Principal among these refinements is the implementation of 
industry-wide funding of a volume buy promotion rebate on 
Sultanas and Raisins, and a manufacturers' export rebate 
on Currants, Sultanas, and Raisins. 
The aim of both of these rebates is to maximise the 
volume of Australian Dried Fruits input into Australian 
manufacturers so as to reduce the import of other Dried 
Vine Fruits and also minimise any move to offshore 
manufacture of Australian products containing Dried Fruits. 
The Board is pleased to report that very strong co
operation exists between the parties to voluntary 
equalization which bodes well for the stability of the Dried 
Vine Fruits sector within the foreseeable future. 

11.6 Dried Apricots: 1990 was a most difficult year for Dried 
Apricot producers and the Dried Apricot industry generally. 
The Board of Management, the Tree Fruits Commitlee, and 
the A.D.F.A.'s executive staff have all taken an active role 
in attempting to redress the problems within the industry. 
The central problems were the high level of Turkish imports 
in 1989 leading to the high carryover of fruit into 1990. 
These problems impacted upon the industry in a variety of 
ways including a restriction by bankers on the level _of 
finance available to packers; lower door payments to 
growers; the splitting of door payments into two or three 
receival pools; the need to market fruit of deteriorating 
quality at much reduced prices; pressure on the orderly 
marketing system by growers and organisations wishing to 
sell their fruit directly to consumers or to make clandestine 
sales to unregistered processors; and the difficulty of 
keeping Apricot growers fully informed in a sea of 
misinformation and extravagant claims. 
The import of Dried Apricots fell by 31% during 1990, 
largely as a result of the success of the Australian Dried 
Apricot Committee's anti-import campaign, with the_ activity 
of the Dried Fruits Boards in inspecting and rejecting fruits 
of inferior quality also playing a part. 
The improvement of the marketing prospects for Dried 
Apricots has seen all A.D.F.A. packers either already 
revoke their pooling arrangements for payment, or make a 
commitment to do so by the time of final payment tor 
Season 1990 fruit. Such actions and commitments were 
sought by the Board in pursuit of the A.D.F.A. principle that 
all growers delivering like-type fruit to a packer should 
receive the same payment. 
To redress the misinformation being circulated by others 
and to ensure that growers and Government were fully 
informed, the A.D.F.A. made representations to both the 
South Australian and Federal Governments, including 
approaches to both the Minister for Agriculture (SA) and 
the Minister for Primary Industries and Energy; conducted 
additional meetings of the Tree Fruit Committee; distributed 
two information bulletins to Apricot growers; met with senior 
members of the Riverland Growers' Unity Association; and 
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held two special grower meetings within the Riverland to 
discuss the 1990 situation and the prospects for Season 
1991. 
While the oversupply situation of Dried Apricots has been 
solved by the short crop of 1991, it is unfortunate that there 
has been an over-reaction with there now being insufficient 
production to meet all available Australian and export 
markets. This will undoubtedly lead to an increase in the 
volume of imports, particularly to the manufacturing sector, 
which may be difficult to reverse in future years should 
manufacturers become accustomed to working with the 
Turkish product which has obvious price benefits. 

11.7 Statutory Equalization: Amendments to the Dried Vine 
Fruits Equalization Act by the Federal Government have 
substantially altered the nature of statutory equalization. 
As from the 1991 Dried Vine Fruits Season there will be no 
levy on the sale of fruit onto the domestic market. There 
will be no equalization between the domestic and export 
components. However the equalization of export returns 
under statutory control will continue. 

11.8 Underwriting: In recognition of the severe adjustment 
pressures likely to be faced by the Dried Vine Fruits 
Industry due to changes_ in the level of tariffs and the end 
of the domestic component of statutory equalization, the 
Federal Government agreed to the continuation of 
underwriting of Dried Sultana returns for a further three 
years. 
The Dried Sultana Underwriting Act has been amended with 
underwriting now being due to terminate at the end of 
Season 1993. 

12. ADMINISTRATION 
12.1 National Farmers' Federation: The A.D.F.A. has maintained 

its position as a full commodity member of the National 
Farmers' Federation and has been actively involved in a 
number of NFF activities. 
The A.D.F.A. has paid particular attention to the NFF's 
trade policy, and the NFF's approaches to Government in 
regard to related issues such as efforts to achieve more 
effective anti-dumping and countervailing measures. 
Mr. Peter Macintosh has been the A.D.F.A.'s representative 
to the NFF Council meetings, with Mr. Peter Vandenberg 
also attending as an observer. 
The Board is continually monitoring the cost and benefits 
from A.D.F.A. membership of the NFF and believes that 
continuing membership is warranted for as long as the 
A.D.F.A. is capable of influencing the important policy 
decisions made by this influential body. 

12.2 International Liaison: The 1990 Conference of Sultana 
(Raisin) Producing Countries was held in Greece in 
hlovember 1990. The Australian Dried Fruits Corporation 
again acted as convenor of and provided the chairman to 
the conference. 
On the local scene the A.D.F.A. thrqughout the last year 
has acted as hosts to a number of international visitors 
interested in Dried Fruits. 

12.3 Liaison and Media: The Board has continued in its efforts 
to keep growers, other Industry members, and the general 
public aware of major happenings within the Industry and 
the issues facing it. The major vehicles in this regard 
remain the local media and A.D.F .A.'s publication, "The 
Australian Dried Fruits News". 
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The Board records its appreciation to the many members of 
the media who have assisted the A.D.F.A. over the past 
year. 
The Board especially acknowledges the co-operation of Mr. 
George Tilley, for editing and assisting in the preparation of 
media releases. 
During the 1991 harvest the A.D.F.A. and the Dried Vine 
Fruit Industry received major exposure to Victoria's major 
rural journalists through participation in the Shell Media 
Tour. This tour annually visits diflerent locations within 
Victoria, with the 1991 spotlight falling on Sunraysia and its 
crops. 
The Board notes that media groups of this type have in the 
past been sponsored by the industry to conduct such a tour 
and that it was gratifying on this occasion to receive major 
exposure at minimal cost to the A.D. FA 
The visit of the Shell Media Tour to the property of the 
Board's Chairman, Mr. Henry Tankard, was one of many 

during the year, with 10 official visits occuring during his 
1991 harvest. 

12.4 Premises: The A.D.F.A. Food Advisory Services and the 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation were required to quit at 
short notice the premises leased at 9 Queens Road, 
Melbourne, as the landlord sold the building to another 
party who was not prepared to renew the leases involved. 
As an interim measure both F.A.S. and the Corporation 
took up temporary premises on the 9th floor of 409 St. 
Kilda Road, Melbourne, and have now taken up more 
permanent residence on the 2nd floor at that address. 
In the establishment of the new premises the opportunity 
was taken to enlarge the test kitchen facility, and to also 
install a meeting room for the use of both F.A.S. and the 
Corporation. The total A.D.F.A. cost to date is $131,594, 
with further expense still to be incurred for the solicitor's 
fees and stamp duty on the lease. 
A six year lease with an option for a term of a further four 
years has been taken on the new premises. It was 
decided not to purchase premises in Melbourne due to the 
high capital cost involved in obtaining suitable premises. 

12.5 Auditor: The accountancy firm of G.R. Rowse and Co., 
has continued its work as auditors to the A.D.F.A., and to 
the A.D.F.A. alliliates. 

12.6 Government: Close liaison h8s been maintained with 
Government members; Members of Parliament; the 
Officers of various Government departments including the 
Department of Primary Industries and Energy, and the 
State Departments of Agriculture; CSIRO; the Australian 
Dried Fruits Corporation; and the various State Boards and 
the Consultative Committee. 
The Board records its sincere appreciation to all those who 
have assisted the Industry throughoUt the past year. 

12.7 Staff: The Board commends the highly professional and 
dedicated efforts of the A.D.F.A. staff. The Board believes 
that the Industry is 9xtremely well served by the highly 
competent staff at the A.D.F.A. Head Office, Food Advisory 
Services, and the Mildura Sales Centre. 

APPENDICES 

The following reports are attached and form part of the Board's 
Report: 

Appendix 1 
Appendix 2 
Appendix 3 
Appendix 4 
Appendix 5 
Appendix 6 
Appendix 7 
Appendix 8 
Appendix 9 
Appendix ,10 

July. 1991. 

Branch Tonnage and Grower Representation 
Production Problems Committee 
Salinity 
Viticultural Nursery Committee 
Sunraysia Dried Fruits and Health Foods 
Comparative Account Sales 
Tree Fruits Promotion 
Receivals Review Committee 
Long Term DVF Marketing Strategy 
Recommendations to the Review of S.A. Dried Fruits 
Marketing 

For and on behalf of the Board of Management 
H.M. Tankard 
CHAIRMAN 
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CEREAl COVER CROPS IN SUNRAYSIA 
NEED NITROGEN FERTiliSER . 

By S. Nagarajah, 
Sunraysia Horticultural Centre, lrymple 

The main benefit of growing winter cover crops is 
that it helps to build up the soil structure of the 
vineyard. The latter process involves the aggregation 
of small soil particles into particles of a larger size. 
Without aggregation, an otherwise fertile soil becomes 
highly compacted and thus unsuitable for optimal root 
growth because of its hardness and poor aeration. 
Building up soil structure is of particular importance 
because current agricultural practices, in which soil is 
subjected to a great deal of mechanical agitation and 
compaction, tend to destroy soil structure. Note that 
soil structure is one of the most important 
characteristics of the soil which affects the productivity 
of vineyards. The benefits of soils which have a 
good "crumb" structure are: 

{a) reduced resistance to root growth, 
{b) increased aeration of roots, and 
{c) improved infiltration of water. 

It is particularly important to build up the soil 
structure in heavy soils in Sunraysia because these 
soils could contain high levels of lime and/or salt. If 
the soil has a good structure this helps to reduce iron 
deficiency caused by lime and decrease the salt levels 
in the soil by leaching. Another benefit of growing 
cover crops is that if legumes (beans, peas, clover and 
lupins) are grown they increase soil nitrogen levels. 
These benefits of growing cover crops will not be fully 
achieved unless cover crops show good growth. 

The main reasons for cover crops to show poor 
growth are: 

{a) a cover crop has not been selected that will 
grow best in the soil type found in the vineyard 
and, 

{b) insufficient fertiliser has been applied to the 
cover crop. 

{c) the cover crop has not received sufficient 
supplies of water. 

CEREALS AND LEGUMES 

Two types of cover crops are grown in vineyards 
namely, cereals {oats, barley and rye corn) and 
legumes {beans, peas, clover and lupins). 
Legumes differ from cereals in that they have the 
unique ability to absorb and utilise nitrogen present 
in the atmosphere. Because cereals do not have 
the ability to use atmospheric nitrogen they should 
be supplied with nitrogen fertiliser. Failure to do so 
will result in cereals showing reduced growth, and, 
in the case of severe nitrogen deficiency, also 
cause the yellowing of leaves. Nitrogen deficiency 
also reduces the root growth of cereal cover crops 
{Figure 1). 
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Figure 1 Comparison of root growth by healthy {1) 
and nitrogen deficient {2) oat plants. The 
areas of each rectangle is proportional to 
the weight of roots collected at 1 Ocm 
depths of the soil profile using an auger: 
Nitrogen deficiency caused a · marked 
reduction in root growth. 

Observations made by the author indicate that 
nitrogen deficiency appears to be the main limiting 
factor which reduces the growth of cereal cover crops 
in Sunraysia vineyards. 

Two factors may be responsible for this effect: 
{a) roots of cereals are concentrated in only the top 

10cm of the soil {Figure 2) and 
{b) irrigation could leach nitrogen from the surface 

soil in which most of the cereal roots are 
concentrated. 
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Figure 2 Vertical rooting patterns of oat plants in four 
Sunraysia vineyards. The area of each 
rectangle is proportional to the weight of 
roots collected at 1 Ocm depths of the soil 
profile using an auger. Most of the roots 
were concentrated in the top 1 Ocm of the 
soil profile. 
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If cereal cover crops show reduced growth and/or 
yellowing of leaves, growers should apply nitrogen 
fertiliser. Since superphosphate is commonly applied 
to cover crops in Sunraysia it must be pointed out that 
this fertiliser is a source of phosphorus only. It does 
not contain any nitrogen. 

ROOTSTOCK VINES 

Some observations on the growth of cereals 
amongst Ramsey rootstock Sultana vines will now be 
presented. 

(a) Shoot growth 
Cereals generally show poor growth between 

rootstock vine rows compared to the growth achieved 
in own rooted vine rows. The difference in growth was 
measured in four vineyards and the results .are 
presented in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3 Comparison of dry weight of shoots in 
cereal cover crops grown among own-rooted 
(XXXX) and Ramsey rootstock (/////) Sultana 
vines in four vineyards. 

Photo~,raph 1 

Paue 14 

A stand of healthy oat 
growing amongst own 
Sultana vines. 

plants 
rooted 

Photograph 2 A stand of nitrogen deficient oat 
plants growing amongst Ramsey 
rootstock Sultana vines. Nitrogen 
deficiency reduces shoot growth 
and causes leal yellowing. · 

The difference in cereal growth between own rooted 
and rootstock vines will also be evident by comparing 
Photographs 1 and 2. 

The most likely reason tor this difference in cereal 
growth between own rooted and rootstock vines is 
nutrient deficiency. This could occur because rootstock 
vines deplete soil nutrients more than own rooted vines 
to meet their requirements for vigorous growth. 
Results will now be presented of studies that were 
carried out to determine whether the deficient nutrient 
was nitrogen, phosphorus or potassium, or some 
combination of these nutrients. 

(b) Shoot nutrient levels 
The nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium content of 

shoots collected from the tour vineyards is shown in 
Table 1. 
Table 1 Nutrient content of cereal shoots grown 

amongst own rooted or Ramsey rootstock 
Sultana vines (% dry weight). 

I · Barley 2 - Barley 3- Oats 4 -Oats 

Sullana fu!!!ill!! Sultana ~ Sultana Sultana Sultana Sultana 

Ramsey Ramsey Ramsey Ramsey 

Nitrogen 3.93 1.46 3.83 2.29 1.76 1.22 4.99 2.24 

Phosphorus 0.33 0.~5 0.31 0.37 0.15 0.37 0.34 0.28 

PotaSsium 3.67 2.28 3.90 3.47 :!.~5 2.41 '·" 3.00 

The nitrogen level of the cereal shoots was always 
lower when the cereals grew amongst rootstock vines 
suggesting that nitrogen deficiency was probably 
responsible tor the reduced growth of the cereals 
amongst rootstock vines. However, the results also 
indicate that in some vineyards lower levels of 
phosphorus and/or potassium could also have reduced 
the growth of cereals amongst rootstock vines. Further 
information on identifying the nutrients responsible for 
the reduced growth of cereals amongst rootstock vines 
was obtained by carrying out fertiliser response studies. 
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(c) Feniliser response 

The aim of this study was to determine the growth 
of cereals to the application of nitrogen, phosphorus 
and potassium fertiliser. The study was carried out 
tJoth in a vineyard and in the glasshouse. 

Vineyard study 
The growth response of tJarley plants growing 

amongst rootstock vines was measured following the 
application of nitrogen (nitram) only or a mixture of 
nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium (2:2:1). When 
fertiliser was applied on June 25, 1990 the plants were 
showing characteristic symptoms of nitrogen deficiency, 
i.e. yellowing of leaves and reduced growth 
(Photograph 2). Shoot growth was assessed on 
August 8 1990 and the results are presented in TatJie 
2. 
Table 2. The effect of applying nitrogen (nitram or a 

mixture of nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium (2:2:1) on the dry weight of shoots 
in Barley grown amongst Ramsey rootstock 
Sultana vines (grams). 

Control Nitrogen 

7.03 11.90 

Two point should be noted: 

Nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium 

12.23 

(a) shoot growth was increased by both nitrogen 
(Photograph 3) and the mixture containing 
nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium and, 

(b) if the addition of phosphorus and potassium has 
had an additional effect on shoot growth, it can 
only have been very slight. 

Photograph 3 The effect of applying nitrogen 
feniliser to a small patch of 
nitrogen deficient oat plants 
growing amongst Ramsey rootstock 
Sultana vines. Note the nitrogen 
deficient oat plants on either side 
of the recovered green oat plants. 

These results indicate that in this vineyard the 
barley plants needed only nitrogen and that there was 
no need to apply phosphorus or potassium. 
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Glasshouse study 
The purpose of the study was to determine the 

growth response of cereals grown in surface soil 
collected from amongst Ramsey rootstock vines to the 
application of either nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium or 
a mixture of nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. 
Surface soil was used in this study because most of 
the cereal roots grew in this soil. The oat seeds were 
planted in soil contained in plastic pots on July 21, 
1990 and different nutrients added to the seedlings 
after they reached the two-leaf stage. Dry weight of 
the plants was measured on September 19, 1990 and 
the results are shown in Table 3. 
Table 3 The effect of applying nitrogen, phosphorus, 

potassium or a mixture of these nutrients 
on the dry weight of oat plants grown in 
glasshouse (grams). 

Control Nitrogen Phosphorus 

1.88 4.88 1.91 

Potassium 

2.00 

Nitrogen, 
phosphorus and 

potassium 

4.02 

These results corresponded with the vineyard study 
and again indicate that nitrogen alone was suflicient to 
promote good growth (Photograph 4). 

d) Conclusion 

It appears that nitrogen deficiency is probably 
responsible for the greater reduction in cereal growth 
amongst rootstock vines compared to own . rooted 
vines. However, it is still possible that in some 
vineyards phosphorus and/or potassium deficiency are 
also limiting factors. Therefore, before omitting the use 
of phosphorus or potassium fertilisers growers are 
advised to compare the growth response of cereals to 
the use of nitrogen only or a mixture of nitrogen, 
phosphorus and potassium fertilisers. If there is no 
difference in growth then phosphorus and potassium 
could be omitted from the fertiliser program for future 
cover crops. 
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SOil TEXTURE INFLUENCES SALINITY EFFECTS 
ON GRAPEVINES YIELD AND FRUIT QUALITY 

By B. Davidson & L. Prior, 
Dareton Agricultural Station. 

Salt-affected grapevines can be found on many 
blocks in Sunraysia. When severe leaf burn is evident, 
productivity is likely to be reduced - but by how much? 
How much salt is too much? In this article, we show 
that these answers are not simple, but are strongly 
affected by another factor - soil type. 

In 1982 a field trial was set up at the Agricultural 
Research and Advisory Station at Dareton, to attempt 
to find answers to the above questions. This trial has 
already been described in the May 1988 issue of Dried 
Fruits News, but since then, we have completed the 
statistical analyses and come up with some intriguing 
new findings. This series of three articles will tell you 
about the most important of these. 
Methods: Five different salinity treatments, ranging 
from 370 EC units (river water) to 3600 EC units were 
applied through a trickle irrigation system to a block of 
own-rooted sultana vines. There were 20 replicates of 
each treatment and the trial ran tor six years. 
Tensiometers were used as a guide to scheduling 
irrigations. The soil in the block ranged from a tree
draining sandy loam to a sandy clay, but the trial 
design allowed us to separate the treatment effects, 
soil effects and the interaction of the two. 
Salinity Effects on Yield: There was no effect of salt 
treatment on yield in the first season. Yield reductions 
occurred from the second year onwards, and averaged 
about 17% per 1000 EC unit increase in salinity. 

During the experiment, vines receiving saline water 
were affected much more severely in some areas of 
the block than vines receiving the same treatment in 
other areas. These differences appeared to be related 
to soil differences. We wanted to quantify the effect of 
soil type on the salinity response, so we made textural 
measurements on the soil in every plot. We used 
estimates of the silt plus clay content of every plot to 
divide the plots into five equal sized texture groups. 
The lightest soil texture group averaged 19% silt plus 
clay, the heaviest 28%. The final statistical analysis 
was based on these groups and enabled us to predict 
the yield response on any soil texture within this range. 
It proved that what we had observed was correct: soil 
texture had an enormous effect on how well vines 
coped with saline irrigation water. 

Salinity effects were relatively mild in the lightest 
soil, but very severe in the heavy soils (Fig. 1 ). For 
example, an increase in irrigation water salinity from 
370 to 500 EC units would cause a yield reduction (in 
year 4) of only 0.3% in the lightest soil, but 1.1% in 
the heaviest soil. An increase from 370 to 1000 EC 
units would cause a yield reduction of 2.3% in the 
lightest soil, and 17.4% in the heaviest. .Our results 
are similar to the bent-stick response previously used 
to describe the salinity response of grapevines for the 
two lightest soil texture· groups, but the effects were 
much more severe in the heavier soils. It is important 
to note that the yield of vines receiving river water was 
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similar tor all soil groups; it was only when vines were 
salinised that the soil differences showed. 

The yield reductions were caused by a decrease in · 
both bunch number and berry weight, but there was no 
effect on the number of berries per bunch. A Merbein 
Bunch Count showed that salt treatment tended to 
reduce % fruitful nodes, % fruitful shoots and bunches 
per node, bunches per cane and cane number. 

30 
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IRRIGATION WATER SALINITY (EC UNITS) 

We think that vines in. the heavier soil were so 
severely affected by salinity because it was much more 
difficult to get satisfactory leaching in these soils. The 
sodium in the salt caused the clay to disperse and clog 
the small pores in the soil, so that water and salt could 
not move through it easily. We often saw ponding of 
irrigation water in the heavier soils. 
Effects on Fruit Quality: There was no consistent 
effect of salinity on sugar content of the berries, 
although grapes on defoiled vines never fully matured. 
Acid levels tended to be higher in salt-treated vines. 
Dried fruit quality was reduced only when vines 
showed severe salt damage. The effects of salinity on 
fruit quality were therefore also most severe in the 
heaviest soil. 
Conclusion: Because the yield response to salt was 
so strongly affected by soil properties, we should be 
cautious in transferring the results of this or any similar 
trial to other situations. Other factors that may 
influence the yield response of field-grown grapevines 
are the irrigation system used and in particular, 
whether leaves are wetted; irrigation frequency and 
volume, and the amount of effective rain, as well as 
the amount of water used in evapotranspiration, since 
these will influence how much leaching occurs and also 
the degree to which salts are concentrated during the 
irrigation cycle; and the rootstock and grape variety. 
However, these results are the best available tor 
grapevines. It is also the first time anywhere in the 
world tor any crop that the influence of soil texture on 
salinity response has been quantified in this way. 

In the next issue we shall discuss how much and 
why salinity reduces grapevine growth. We also look 
at the relationship between plant salinity levels and 
yield. In the final part of the series, we examine the 
relationship between soil salinity and yield, and the 
effects of salinity on soils and leaching. 
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DRYING GREEN MANAGEMENT 
AN INTEGRAl PART OF DRIED FRUIT PRODUCTION 

By M. Rettke, Dried Tree Fruits Specialisl 
Department of Agriculture (SA), Loxton 

In a time when quality can mean the difference 
between profitability or not, production of a clean 
product must be the goal of every dried fruit producer. 
The level of drying green management is a major 
factor in determining grit levels in the dried fruit. 
Poorly managed drying greens can also result in fruit 
contamination by weed seeds, stones, grass clippings 
and soil particles. 

Fruit is most vulnerable to contamination as it lays 
on the drying green. A vigorous cover of grass will 
stifle weed growth and provide protection against weed 
seed and stone contamination. A dense mat of grass 
will reduce the likelihood of contamination by grit by 
providing a complete ground cover as well as trapping 
windblown dust in the leaf blades. 

Dried tree fruit is particularly vulnerable to dust 
contamination in the initial stages of drying after 
spreading on the drying green. During this period juice 
present on the surface of the fruit and in the cup will 
readily collect dust which is subsequently drawn into 
the fruit tissue as it dries. · 

Packers cannot clean dirty fruit without reducing 
product quality through excessive and vigorous 
washing. Severe penalties have and will continue to 
be imposed by packers for grit and other contaminants. 
Clean, uncontaminated dried fruit is the responsibility of 
the producer. 

As sun-drying is an essential part of dried fruit 
production, growers need to be conscious of their 
drying green management. Optimum management 
involves a year long program. A hasty watering 
followed by slashing just prior to the drying season is 
not sufficient. 

Grass Species and Establishment 

Grass species and establishment are the first 
considerations. Couch grass, kikuyu and buffalo grass 
are the most common species used. Planting may be 
carried out by seed or runners. Runners give more 
rapid establishment, but require considerably more 
labour tor planting. In order to quickly achieve a 
uniform grass cover it is important that the pieces of 
grass are closely spaced, i.e. in rows 25cm apart. 
Slow establishment often results in weed problems. 

Couch and buffalo grass are less vigorous than 
kikuyu, hence require less frequent mowing. During 
the summer months kikuyu requires mowing at least 
fortnightly. To its advantage vigorous lawn growth 
tends to reduce weed problems through competition 
and once a kikuyu green is established weed problems 
are minimal. 

Early spring is the best time to establish a lawn, but 
the planting of a drying green should be carried out as 
far in advance of the drying season as possible. As a 
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consequence, when establishing a new drying green, 
planting immediately after the drying season is 
advisable. 

Irrigation 

Watering is one of the most important requirements 
for the successful management of drying greens, yet is 
frequently neglected. No specific recommendations on 
the optimum amount of watering can be made as this 
will vary with grass species and seasonal factors. 
Irrigation of drying greens in the period leading up to 
the drying season is vital. It is important to encourage 
lush dense growth. 

Watering is less critical during the winter months as 
rainfall is more plentiful and plant water use and 
evaporation rates are lower. However where possible, 
greens should be watered whenever a dry period 
occurs. 

Nutrition 

Grass species which have been recommended are 
well adapted to low fertility soils. However, a pre-plant 
application of a complete analysis type fertiliser is 
recommended to encourage vigorous healthy growth. 
An annual application in early Spring is also 
recommended. Rate of application will depend on the 
fertiliser chosen, but 2 kg per 100 square metres is 
suitable for most lawn fertilisers. If yellowing is 
apparent, additional nitrogen may be required. 
Producers should note that over fertilisation can reduce 
the grasses hardiness to temperature and water stress. 

Mowing 

Mowing of the drying green is essential. 
Attachment and use of a suitable grass catcher is just 
as important, particularly prior to the drying season. If 
a grass catcher is not used, grass clippings will 
undoubtedly contaminate the drying fruit. Regular 
mowing promotes dense shoot growth and will control 
many minor weed species. If a catcher is used it will 
also reduce thatch development. Regular mowing will 
also control the development of seed thereby 
presenting the establishment of the grasses in the 
orchard and vineyard. · 

Producers must consider that today's consumers are 
much less forgiving than those in the past and will not 
tolerate dirty or contaminated dried fruit. A single 
contamination in a consumer pack by a weed seed for 
instance could result in a law suit. Implications of such 
an action on the industry's image and consequent 
sales cannot be afforded and could only hinder the 
ongoing fight against imported products. Effective 
drying green management is to the growers own 
advantage. 
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COOK WELL, COOK CHEAP 
Prepared By ADFA Food Advisory Services Department 

We all have to watch how we spend our dollars these days. However, one ol the bright aspects of this 
recession is the opportunity to rediscover and enjoy dishes that our mothers and grandmothers used to 
make. These dishes not only provide the family with really good wholesome food but are cheap too!. 

HEARTY VEGETABLE PIE 

2 sheets prepared puff pastry 
1 cup cooked rice 

'!, cup sultanas 
3 teaspoons curry powder 
2 medium carrots, 
1 onion, grated 
1 stalk celery, finely grated 

125g cheddar cheese, grated 
2 cups broccoli flowerettes 

egg for glazing 
sesame seeds 

Cut the pastry into 2 circles 
approximately 23cm in diameter. 
Place one circle on greased baking 
tray. 

Combine rice, sultanas, curry 
powder, carrots, onion, celery, 
cheese and broccoli. Spoon onto 
pastry, leaving a 2.5cm border. 

Moisten border with water and 
place the second pastry circle on 
top. 

Firmly press edges together. 
Brush pastry with a lightly beaten 
egg and sprinkle with sesame 
seeds. 

Pierce the top of the pastry with 
a fine skewer or fork to allow 
steam to escape during baking. 

Bake in a moderately hot oven . 
for 40 minutes or until pastry is 
golden brown. 

SPICED MEATLOAF 

500g minced beef 
200g sausage meat 

1 packet french onion soup 
1 teaspoon mixed spice 

\ cup seeded raisins, chopped 
1
/2 cup currants 
'!, cup pinenuts 
1 egg 

\ red capsicum, seeded and 
sliced 

Combine all ingredients except 
capsicum thoroughly. Place hall 
the sliced capsicum decoratively 
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over the base of a loaf pan 
approximately 23cm x 9cm. 

Gently spoon half the meat 
mixture on the capsicum. 

Place remaining capsicum slices 
on top then spoon on remaining 
meat mixture, pressing meatloaf 
down firmly. 

Bake in a moderate oven for 40 
minutes or until cooked when 
tested. 

Delicious served with a brown 
onion gravy. 

CURRANT & LENTIL SOUP 

1 cup uncooked lentils 
1 medium carrot, peeled, 

chopped 
1 medium onion, peeled, 

chopped 
1 stalk celery, chopped 
5 cups chicken stock 

\ cup currants 

Combine all ingredients, except 
currants in a heavy based 
saucepan. 

Bring content to the boil, then 
allow to simmer for 2 hours or until 
lentils are quite soft. 

Process soup in a food 
processors or blender until smooth. 

Return soup to sauce pan adding 
currants, reheat and serve. 

Delicious with fresh crusty bread. 

FRUITY CHICKEN IN A PAN 

2 tablespoons flour 
1 tablespoon curry powder 

\ teaspoon ground chilli 
(optional) 

8 chicken pieces 
60g butter 
1 x 440g can pineapple pieces, 

drained, syrup reserved 
1 chicken stock cube 
1 cup water 

113 cup currants 
2 bananas, peeled, cut into 

chunks 

red apple, cored, cut into thin 
slices 
salt and freshly ground 
pepper, to taste 

Combine the flour, curry powder 
and chilli. Coat the chicken pieces 
with the mixture. 

Melt half the butter in a large 
frypan. Add the chicken including 
any extra flour mixture and lightly 
brown on both sides, adding extra 
butter if required. 

Add reserved pineapple syrup 
and stock cube dissolved in the 
water. 

Stir sauce mixing well until 
boiling. 

Cover and simmer for 10 
minutes. Add fruits and simmer for 
a further 1 0 minutes or until 
chicken is cooked when tested. 

Season to taste. Serve with 
boiled rice. 

8 
1 11 2 
500g 

1 
1 
1 

'I 2 

PORK 'N PEAR CURRY 

dried pear halves 
cups apple juice 
diced pork 
tablespoon oil 
onion, peeled and sliced 
tablespoon curry powder 
cup cream 
salt and pepper to taste 

2 teaspoons finely chopped 
fresh mint or 112 teaspoon 
dried (optional) 

Place dried pears in a saucepan 
and cover with the apple juice. 
Bring to the boil, reduce heat and 
simmer for 15 minutes. 

Allow to stand for a further 30 
minutes before draining off and 
reserving any excess apple juice. 

Cut pears into large pieces. Heat 
oil in a large frypan, brown pork 
then add onion and fry for 1-2 
minutes. 

Stir in curry powder and flour. 
Mix in 'f. cup of the reserved juice 
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(making up quantity with water if 
required) and cream. 

Season with salt and pepper. 
Simmer 10-15 minutes or until 

meat is tender. 
Stir pear pieces into curry mixture 

and heat thoroughly. Sprinkle with 
mint and serve with rice. 

FRUITY RICE PUDDING 

~12 cup cooked white rice 
12 cup milk 

'I 4 cup sugar 
1 medium apple, peeled, cored 

and diced 
\ cup chopped pecan nuts or 

walnuts 
'!, cup dried apricots, chopped 
\ cup su Ilanas 
1 tablespoon butter, melted 

\ teaspoon ground nutmeg 
1 egg, separated 
2 tablespoons castor sugar 

'!, cup coconut 

Combine the rice, milk, sugar, 
apple, nuts, apricots, sultanas, 
melted butter, nutmeg and egg yolk 
in a bowl. 

Whisk egg white to form soft 
peaks then gradually beat in 2 
tablespoons castor sugar. Gently 
stir through the rice. 

Spoon mixture into an ovenproof 
dish and sprinkle with the coconut. 

Bake uncovered in a moderate 
oven for approximately 40 minutes. 

Delicious serve warm or cold. 
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TIPSY FRUIT MEDLEY 

1 cup dried mixed fruit 
2 tablespoons soft brown sugar 
2 tablespoons brandy 

';. teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1 teaspoon finely grated lemon 

rind 
1 x 425g can pineapple slices, 

drained 

Combine all ingredients except 
the pineapple slices. Mix well and 
set aside. 

Place pineapple slices in an 
ovenproof dish. 

Fill centres of pineapple slices 
with a spoonful of the fruit mixture, 
spoon over a little of the pineapple 
syrup, cover and bake in a 
moderate oven for 10-15 minutes. 

Serve warm or cold topped with a 
dollop of cream or yoghurt. 

APRICOT CARAMEL ROLL 

1 112 cups dried apricots 
water, to cover 

90g butter 
1 ';. cups self-raising flour, silted 

1 tablespoon cold water, or to 
mix 

113 cup soft brown sugar 
\ teaspoon ground ginger 
112 cup water 

15g butter 

Cover apricots with water and 
allow to stand overnight 
(alternatively place in a microwave 
and heat on 50% power for 1 0 
minutes; set aside to cool). 

Rub butter into flour. Gradually 
add enough water to form a soft 
dry dough. 

On a lightly floured surface roll 
out dough to measure 
approximately 25cm x 15cm. 

Place drained, plumped apricots 
evenly over dough and roll up 
lengthwise. Place gently in loaf 
pan measuring approximately 25cm 
x 10cm. 

Combine the remam1ng 
ingredients in a saucepan and bring 
to the boil. 

Pour mixture over apricot roll. 
Place in a moderate oven and 
bake for 30 minutes. 

Delicious served warm or cold. 

DELICIOUS 
DESSERT CAKE 

1 cup chopped dried apricots 
1 cup chopped dried pears 

1 \ cups water 
\ cup honey 

60g butter 
1 cup wholemeal self-raising 

flour 
1 112 cups self-raising flour 

2 teaspoons ground ginger 
'!, cup instant oats 

1 '!, cups natural yoghurt 

\ cup instant oats, extra 
1 tablespoon honey, extra 

Combine apricots, pears, water, 
honey and butter in a medium 
saucepan. 

Bring to the boil, then heat and 
simmer, uncovered for 2 minutes. 
(Alternatively microwave on 100% 
power for 3 minutes). Cool fruit 
mixture to room temperature. 

Silt together flours and ginger 
returning husks to the silted 
mixture. Stir in oats. 

Fold into fruit mixture alternately 
the dry ingredients and yoghurt. 

Spoon mixture into a greased and 
base lined 23cm square cake pan. 

Sprinkle over extra oats and 
drizzle with the honey. 

Bake in a moderate oven for 1 
hour or until cooked when tested. 

Serve warm as a dessert cake 
with cream or cook and serve as a 
lunchbox treat. 
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YllfELEAF STORES ~~ 

DOR EX 
PLANT GROWTH REGULATOR 

for the regulation of bud burst in· table grapes 
If you could manage your grapes to produce 

a more uniform fruit size, to mature at the right 
time, and to mature together, then picking 
costs would be reduced, quality increased, 
and returns increased. 

Dormex growth regulator can help you 
achieve those goals in a cost-effective way. A 
successful harvest starts with a uniform bud 
break. Dormex promotes even bud burst to 
get your grapes off to an even start. 

VINELEAF STORES 
IRYMPLE 
15th Street, 

Irymple. 
24 5704 

MERBEIN 
Commercial Street, 

Merbein. 
25 2304 

MILDURA 

MERBEIN 
Main Avenue, 

Merbein. 
25 2402 

RED CLIFFS 
Laurel Avenue, 

Red Cliffs. 
24 2102 

Etiwanda Avenue, 
Mildura. 

COOMEALLA 
Silver City H/way, 

Coomealla. 

ROBINVALE 
Moore Street, 

Robinvale. 
26 3904 
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