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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
This edition features the Board of 

Management's Report to the 65th Annual Meeting 
of Federal Council. 

50 delegates, 42 of them growers, represen
ting 14 Branches in 4 producing States, will con
sider the marketing, and the Board of Management's 
initiatives and representations during the past year. 

This review sets the scene for the refinement of 
policies and the development of new initiatives to 
further the interests of growers and all who depend 
on the Dried Fruits Industry. 

lan Mclachlan, newly elected for his fourth term 
as N. F. F. Presiden~ will open Council and address 
delegates on N.F.F.'s major policies and its priority 
activities for the year ahead. 

Reduced tariff protection for all Australian in
dustries is a high priority for N.F.F. There can be no 
argument that access to lower cost chemicals, fer· 
tilisers, tractors and machinery would reduce costs 
for all farmers. 

However, it is equally certain that a greater flow 
of subsidised or low cost agricultural products into 
Australia would erode the income of farmers in in
dustries exposed to this type of competition. 

With 1 0% of the Australian market already served by imports there is no doubt that 'dried fruit fits 
the latter category. 

Since achieving full membership of N.F.F. the A.D.F.A. has highlighted the danger for Australian 
industries of pursuing a "free trade in isolation" policy. With support from other industries exposed to 
unfair trading practices we have achieved some modification of N.F.F.'s policy and a greater 
understanding of the effects of other producing countries unloading their surpluses into the 
Australian market for our long life horticultural crops of dried fruits, citrus, tree fruits and wine. 

This address will be of great interest to delegates and our guests from sister industries and com
munity leaders. 

The continuing thrust to achieve the highest quality out-turn of our products will again be a major 
topic. The independent sorting and classing of dried vine fruit from Victoria and New South Wales last 
season will be reviewed with the Board of Management favouring a uniform independent system for 
the whole Industry. 

Further evaluation of air stream sorters as an additional tool to more accurately measure the 
marketable fruit from growers' deliveries, and provide a scientific basis for additional rewards for pro
ducers of high quality fruit, will draw on last season's trials involving growers in all districts. 

The composition of a continuing Australian Dried Fruits Corporation as well as developments 
related to the Federal Government's proposed Australian Horticultural Corporation will also be con
sidered. The Government's desire to terminate the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation and include 
the Dried Fruits Industry in the multi-commodity Australian Horticultural Corporation after 1988 are 
certain to receive careful and critical appraisal. 

Other major segments will include reports on: 
-The International marketing of dried fruits by Mr. E. W. Barr. 
-The first year's operation of the Dried Fruits Research Council. 
-Promising new initiatives undertaken by A.D.F.A.'s Research and Development Unit and Food Ad-

visory Services. 
-Marketing and promotion plans for the year ahead. 
-Progress of the proposed retail promotion concept in Sydney. 

Although the special subject appendices to the Board Report are not included in this edition, the 
main report published gives some indication of the broad fields of interest pursued by the Board on 
behalf of all growers. 

I hope they assist your understanding of the challenges and opportunities for our Industry. 

Henry Tankard, 
Chairman, 

A. D. F. A. Board of Management. 
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EXPORTS TO NEW ZEALAND 
ERNEST W. BARR, 

CHAIRMAN, 
AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRIUTS CORPORATION 

New Zealand ranks as our third largest customer for Australian _dried 
vine fruits. Australia exports around 6,500 tonnes of dried vine fruit to 
New Zealand which represents around 75% to 80% of its total re
quirements. The per capita consumption of dried vine fruit in New 
Zealand is 2.2 kg, which iS; one of the highest per capita consumption in 
the world. 

Australia's competitors in New Zealand are the U.S.A., Turkey and 
Greece. An analysis of last year's Imports by country of origin Is as 
follows:-

Janua!l': to December, 1986 

CURRANTS RAJSINS SULTANAS TOTAL 
COUNTRY Tonne• Tonn&s Tonnaa Tonnes % 

AUStralia 1,254 "' 5,399 7,029 79.7 
Greece " " o.s 
TUrkey '" '" '·' U.S.A.. 1,179 1,184 13.4 
South Alrlca . '" '" '·' Other Countries • ' " ' " o.o 

Australia's expenditure on promotion in New Zealand over the last few 
years has been:-

1983/84 A$108,890 Actual 
1984/85 A$122,520 Actual 
1985/86 A$141 ,390 Actual 
1986/87 A$164,437 Estimated 
1987/88 A$130,000 Budget 

Expenditure on promotion in New Zealand has increased steadily until 
86/87; however, because of the small crop in 1987 and reduced funds 
that will be collected on exports, promotion will be reduced in 1987/88. 

There are three major types of promotion in New Zealand. 
- Co-operative advertising with retailers; 
- Print media advertising; 
- Buyer visits to Australia to inspect the Dried Vine Fruit Industry. 

TOTAL 1,329 1,859 5,640 8,828 100.00% 

Each year the New Zealand Agent submits a proposal for promotion to 
the Corporation and after receiving approval, the agent then Implements 
the promotion plan. The agent then provides documentary evidence of 
the promotion to the Corporation, who then approves the expenditure. 
This method of operation ls used to ensure that both growers and 
government money is productively used and accounted for. 

.. 
Janus!! to December, 1985 
Austraua '" " 6,532 6,223 75.3 
Greece •. "' '" '·' TUrkey " " '-' 
u.s.A. •.... 1,241 1,241 15.0 
South Alrlca .• , , .• ' "' " "' '·' Other Countries . " ' ' " , .. 
ro"c '" 1,676 5.604 8,264 100.0% 

The Corporation has approved a single agent for the New Zealand Mar
ket- "Australian Dried Fruits Agency, New Zealand", The Agency Is 
jointly owned by Butland Industries Ltd., Gunn Gollin Ltd., Harrison & 
Crosfield (NZ) Ltd., and A.M. Satterthwaite & Co. Ltd. These companies 
provide an active input into the agency and provide field representation 
all over New Zealand to ensure the market is adequately serviced. 

Source: Department ol StaUs!lcs, We"inglon, New Zealll!ld. 

The New Zealand Market is a very competitive market and the AusM 
trallan Industry works hard to retain its high market share. Australia is able 
to obtain a slight premium over the price of Greek and Turkish fruit 
because of quality and is usually priced just below U.S.A. fruit which is 
about. equal quality. Imports of dried fruits from South Africa Into New 
Zealand are now prohibited. 

To maintain our high market share of around 80%, Australia must supp· 
ly top quality product to New Zealand backed up by reliable service, 
regular personal contact and a high level of promotion. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Agency, New Zealand, specialises In the 
sale of Australian dried fruits only and is managed by Mr. Ron Clarke who 
has been involved in the marketing of Australian dried fruit for the last 30 
years. 

The close proximity of the New Zealand Market and its strong support 
given to Australian dried fruits, ranks it as one of our most important mar
kets. 

I am confident that the Australian Industry through close personal con
tact, will respond to the needs of the New Zealand Market and the high 
market share enjoyed today will continue in the future. 

A.D.F.A. 1987 SEASON STOCKS AND SALES 
from 1·3·87 to 30-4-87. 

(Packed Tonnes) 

VINE FRUITS TREE FRUITS 
Currants Sultanas Naturals Raisins Apricots Peaches Pears 

Committed Orders 
Australia (estimate for year to 29-2-88). 4,849 27,444 145 4,764 585 61 26 
New Zealand .. . . . . . . . . ......... 134 257 0 0 31 1 0 
U.K., Ireland ................... 0 639 0 105 0 0 0 
Continent ....................... 0 12,249 0 1 81 0 1 
Canada. 77 2,666 0 58 0 0 0 
Japan ........... 0 0 0 0 25 0 0 
Other .. 21 700 0 0 122 0 0 

TOTAL ......................... 5,081 43,955 145 4,928 844 62 27 

Delivered .................... 650 8,466 56 1,316 436 28 3 
Committed, undelivered . . . 4,431 35,489 89 3,612 408 34 24 
Uncommitted . . . . . . . . . 575 15,912 53 3,690 688 92 56 
TOTAL A.D.F.A. PACK*. 5,656 59,867 198 8,618 1,532 154 83 

*Includes carry-in. 
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Mr. Kelvin Cronk Joins 
A.D.F.A. Staff 

Mr. Kelvin Cronk. 
The position of Financial Controller with the 

A.O.F.A., left vacant by the move of Mr. John 
Fumberger to A.D.F.S. as Company Secretary, 
has been filled by Mr. Kelvin Cronk, formerly 
with the Loxton Co-operative Winery & Distillery 
Ltd. 

Mr. Cronk has spent the past 10 years in Lox
ton and has been associated with fruit based 
organisations or companies his entire career. 

Dried Fruits Research Council 
Decides on Research 
Program for 87/88 

The Chairman of the Dried Fruits Research 
Councn, Mr. Nell Sturgess, is pleased with the 
Research Program for 1987/88 developed at 
the meeting of the Council held in Mi\dura in late 
April. 

Dr. Plowman addresses the A.D.F.A. Prunes 
Conference. 

"A wide diversity of project applications were 
considered, however there are areas. of re
search such as socio-economic, prune and 
dried tree fruits that the Council will be seeking 
to stimulate further researcher Interest in prior to 
the 1988 budget meeting," Mr. Sturgess said. 

As part of this process Dr. Don Plowman and 
Mr. Brenden Gledhill addressed the A.D.F.A. 
Prunes Conference and both the Chairman and 
Dr. Plowman have had discussions with various 
researchers since the April Meeting. 
4-June, 1987. 

Gadget & Machinery Field 
Days A Success 

The Thirty-Fourth Annual Gadget and 
Machinery Field Days, held May 26th and 27th 
at the T.A.F.E. College Farm, Cardross, were a 
great success. 

The days, organised by the Mlldura District 
Dried Fruits Association as a service to the horti
culturists in the Sunraysia area, attracted large 
crowds to examine the 51 commercial exhibits 
and gadget alley. 

Winners of the prize money for the best gad
gets were: 
1. $200 Cos Dimasi and Frank letto- Motoris

ed spreading platform. 
2. $100 Dennis Jacka - Electronic reading 

device for the economical installation 
of tensionmeters. 

3. $50 Angy Panagiotaros - Vacuum hand
ling unit. 

$50 David Jones- Remote control steer-
ing for pruning machines. 

4. $40 lanCook-Spotsprayer. 
5. $35 Peter Jones- Fine seed planter. 
6. $25 Lindsay Herath - Adaption to wine 

bin trailer. 

The winning entry in the Gadget and 
Machinery Field Days Gadget Alley. 

The best Commercial and Machinery Displays 
as judged by Mr. Reg Green, of Green's Interior 
Decorations, were: 

Best Commercial Display - Ag. Chemicals. 
Silver Tray donated by the Common
wealth Development Bank. 

Best Machinery Stand - Buronga Engineer
ing. Silver Tray donated by the Common
wealth Development Bank. 

Frost Hits Turkish Apricots 
and Dried Vine Fruit 

The Turkish Apricot crop for 1987 has been 
hit by severe frosts in late April resulting In an 
estimated loss of 50-60%. The frost also af
fected the anticipated bumper Sultana crop and 
has restricted it ·to around the 1986 level of 
1 05,000 tonnes. 

The Greek Dried Vine Fruit crops are also 
rumoured to have been severely hit by frost. 

Sunraysia Horticultural 
Centre Opened 

The Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs, 
the Honourable Evan Walker, MLC, opened the 
Sunraysia Horticultural Centre on June 19th, 
1987. The Centre, located at the former Sun
raysia Horticultural Research Centre, Includes a 
new administration building and will see the full 
integration of the Department's research, exten
sion and regulatory services to the Horticulture 
Industries and Community of Sunraysia. 

Workcare Rate a Matter of 
History 

Following approaches by the A.D. F. A. to seek 
a review of the high Workcare rate currently paid 
by Horticulturists, the Workcare Head Office ad· 
vised that the only provision for the adjustment 
of levy rates was a decision based on claims his
tory. Growers are advised that Workcare must 
be paid if wages per annum are estimated to ex
ceed $5,800 in 87/88. For further information 
contact (03) 6)3 1444. 

Countervailing Duty Is Being 
Applied 

The A.D.F.A. has been assured by the Depart
ment of Primary Industry that the Countervailing 
Duty on subsidised Greek dried vine fruit is be
ing diligently applied. The A.D.F.A. made the ap
proach to the Department of Primary Industry as 
part of is continued monitoring of dried fruit im
ports into Australia. 

The A.D.F .A. is also awaiting the outcome of 
its submission to a Government Working Party 
seeking the introduction of a system of import 
quality inspection based on the standards met by 
the domestic Industry. The A.D.F .A. is seeking 
import inspection to ensure the product integrity 
of Australian Dried Fruits is not undermined by 
cheap, poor quality imports. 

Hail Insurance Negotiations 
Underway 

The negotiations for the 1988 Hail Insurance 
Scheme are proceeding well with hopes that the 
details will be finalised In time to allow the 
Scheme to be launched in mid July. 

Congratulations Sunbeam 

Who doesn't know that t the Melbourne 
Zoo's gorilla baby recently turned 2? Congratula· 
tions must go to Sunbeam tor their Initiative to 
sponsor Mzurl and the continued publicity 
surrounding this particular promotion. 

DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



NATIONAL 
FARMERS' 
FEDERATION 
NEWS 

Diesel rebate "Efficiency" 
Measures Could Cost 
Farmers Two Cents/Litre 

The National Farmers' Federation has strongly 
opposed the implementation of some of the 
Treasurer's so-called efficiency measures in the 
administration of Diesel Fuel Excise Rebates. 

The changes, announced in the May Eco
nomic Statement, increase the minimum claim 
that will be processed, from 1000 to 2000 
Jitres, and calculates the Rebate on the basis of 
an average Excise Rate rather than refunding the 
actual Excise paid. 

N.F.'s Senior Economist, Mr. Garry Goucher, 
said it was mischievous to call the changes effi
cient. 

"They really mean that the Government will do 
half the job and leave farmers and others to bear 
the cost," he said. 

Increasing the minimum claim to 2000 litres 
would mean that Rebates in lost of less than 
about $400 would not be processed. 

"No business would be allowed to refuse to 
pay its rebates until they amounted to more than 
$400 and neither should the Government,'' Mr. 
Goucher said. 

Calculating Rebates on the basis of the 
average Excise Rate over the past six months 
has apparently aimed at saving the time of com
puter operators who had to go to the trouble of 
entering the date on which fuel was purchased. 

"However with Indexation of Excise Rates 
every six months It would mean that farmers 
could have their Rebates reduced by up to 2 
cents per litre," Mr. Goucher added. 

N.F.F. supported other changes which in
creased the security measures against abuse of 
the Diesel Rebate Scheme. 

"However, Improved efficiency means getting 
the same output for less effort, not doing half the 
job in half the time," Mr. Gouc;:her said, 

How The Australian Farmers' 
Fighting Fund Is Used 

The Australian Farmers' Fighting Fund is ad
ministered by a trust which includes the Presi
dent and Vice-Presidents of N.F.F., its Execu
tive Director and Sir Char1es Court. 

Mr. ian Mclachlan and the Chairman of the 
National Fund-Raising Committee Mr. Tony Sum
mers are long-term members. 

Money from the fund is made available to pur
sue issues of national importance. 

Reports on the use of the fund are made 
regularly to the N.F.F. Council and Executive 
Committee. 

These Include: 
e creating a new industrial relations climate -

including challenging the abuse of union 
power 

• lobbying for a taxation system which F.m
courages Incentive 
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e encouraging a more competitive business 
sector - low Inflation, low interest rates, 
reliability of supply. 

A.F.F.F. Projects 
e To support Mudglnberri Station in its stand 

against union lawlessness. All costs so far 
have been awarded to Mudginberri. 

e To contribute to funding of the National Priori· 
ties Project. The N.F.F. is identifying where 
major Government spending cuts can be 
made and analysing taxation options. The 
$500,000 project is being financed by 38 
business groups. 

e To employ consultants to develop "debt pro
files" of particular areas to assist negotiations 
with major banks. 

e To fund expert consultants or "Mediators" to 
assist development of individual "schemes of 
arrangement" with banks. 

o To fund political activities in marginal Federal 
seats to put pressure on all political parties to 
adoptN.F.F. policfes. 

• To mount a successful test case in South Aus
tralia challenging the Pensioner Assets 
Test. 

• To employ consultants to prepare sub
missions for National Wage Case hearings, 
The "Australian Financial Review" recently 
commented that N.F.F. submissions were 
the best prepared and documented cases 
put to the Wage Bench. 

e To support the owner of Seymour abattoir in 
Victoria in a conspiracy case against the 
Meatworkers' Union. 

e To assist the Grains Council of Australia in 

.~--' 

the prepratlon of its submission to the Royal 
Commission into Grain Handling, Storage and 
Transport. 

• To part-fund a Global Trade Study. The study 
will reveal the loss of jobs and other costs 
that massive farm subsidies cause within the 
US, Japan and Europe and help to put 
pressure on their Governments for policy 
changes. The study involves eminent re
searchers from each of these countries. The 
Government has agreed to contribute 
$380,000 from the Innovative Marketing 
Fund. 

e To part-fund, in co-operation with Commodity 
Councils, a Washington "Listening Posf' to 
provide early warnings of changes in US farm 
policy which could effect Australia. 

e To develop a Trade Game Plan to analyse 
agricultural trade opportunities. 

• To employ various consultants on projects 
such as the interest rate submission to the 
Federal Government in December 1986. 

e To support the Institute of Public Affairs, an 
organisation which promotes small Govern
ment and free enterprise. 

• To campaign against closed shop union acti
vities. 

e The majority of funds are in the hands of two 
professional fund managers. 

• Assistance to enable the newly formed 
Animal Walfare Federation of Australia to de
fend itself in a legal challenge over its name. 
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1987 PRUNE INDUSTRY CONFERENCE 
Prune Industry growers overwhelmingly sup~ 

ported the need for a new and innovative promo· 
tiona! program for Prunes. This was the em· 
phasis at the recent A.D.F.A. Prunes Industry 
Conference Which was held at the lrrigana Motel 
in Griffith on Monday, the 18th May, 1987. 

All the speakers at the Conference, empha
sized the need for an expanded sales promotion 
program. Present Prune stocks represent 
approximately 1,000 tonnes more than the six 
year average of stock-holdings. 

In the opening address, Mr. Rex Sweecinan, 
Chairman of the New South Wales Dried Fruits 
Board and the Principal Horticulturist for the New 
South Wales Department of Agriculture, ex
pressed the urgent need for research into pro
cessing and packaging of Prunes and efforts to 
increase consumer awareness of the benefits of 
Prunes. 

According to Mr. Sweedman, the Prune has all 
the qualities of being one of nature's most health 
giving supplements, but had not benefitted from 
the recent trend to "natural health" foods. 

The Chairman of the A.D.F.A. Board of 
Management, Mr. Henry Tankard,.stressed the 
need for a promotional program as expansion of 
both the domestic and export markets was 
necessary to reduce the surplus of stocks. 

Mr. Tankard emphasized the need for the In
dustry to educate consumers and to create a 
new image for Prunes as a means to stimulate 
consumption. 

A survey of consumers undertaken by the 
Prunes Committee in 1983 had revealed that 
only 29% of Australians eat Prunes - pre
dominantly those in the over 50 years age . 
bracket. 

Mr. Tankard was concerned that imports were 
eroding the Australian market position at an 
alarming rate, fortunately there had been a 
reduction recently as a result of the downturn in 
the Australian Dollar, but this relief may only be 
temporary. The Prunes that are being imported 
are mainly from the Unites States of America and 
are of the pitted type as up to now there has not 
been a pitting machine In Australia. 

Mr. Tankard was pleased that Griffith Pro
ducers' Co-Operative Co. Ltd. had taken the 
initiative to install a pitting machine. In the very 
near future Australian Pitted Prunes would be 
marketed for the first time. 

Mr. Jim McGlinn, of Country Foods Pty. Ltd., 
the major A.D.F.A. Prunes Marketing Agent, told 
the Conference of the huge pressures being 

placed on marketers particularly at a time of in
creased stocks. Because the national food chain 
stores had such a strong position in the market 
place, they were able to place pressure upon 
Agents for promotional funds to place products 
in their outlets. 

Mr. McGlinn expressed concern about the 
degree of pressure placed on Prune marketing, 
particularly in the eastern States where two retail 
outlets command 53% of the total grocery sales 
turnover. 

Mr. McGlinn was pleased to report that 
despite these pressures, Country Foods was 
effectively acting to stabilize the Prune market in 
Australia. Mr. McGlinn pledged that his Com
pany would continue to support firm pricing 
policies which would prevent a further erosion of 
the net return to growers. 

Miss Elaine Chambers, Director of the · 
A.D.F .A. Food Advisory Services Department, 
captured the growers attention with her presen
tation of a new marketing and packaging con
cept for Prunes as "New Dried Plums". The 
packaging concept and presentation which was 
overwhelmingly supported by growers, endors
ed Mr. McGlinn's thoughts about the need for a 
new thrust in the marketing of Prunes. 

Miss Chambers told the audience that if the 
Prune's Industry Is to succeed it must educate 
consumers and do more to sell their product. 

In the education area, Miss Chambers em
phasized the need to make consumers more 
aware of the nutritional qualities, cooking 
applications and benefits of the consumption of 

·Prunes. These messages were particularly rele
vant to the youth of Australia. 

Miss Chambers also said that it was her belief 
that new packaging should be designed in an ef
fort to attract the attention of consumers to 
Prunes. 

"The package required will need to indicate to 
the consumer that Prunes are derived from a 
vibr8nt, fresh plum and not from some mystical 
unknown object", said Miss Chambers. 

Growers provided unanimous support for the 
"New Dried Plum" promotion Campaign. 

The role of the Dried Fruits Research Council 
was described to the growers by two members 
of the Council, Mr. Brendan Gledhill, a Horti· 
cutturist from Dareton in New South Wales, and 
Dr. Don Plowman, from the South Australian 
Department of Agriculture. 

The Conference was told how the Council 
functions and emphasized the need for research 
programs to be submitted for funding 
consideration. Growers, Prune Branches, pro
cessors and marketers were requested to 
assess their priorities for Prune Research. 

The Conference also considered the applica
tion of Microwave technology to the drying of 
Prunes. The Research Council is presently con
sidering a recently received proposal to under
take research in this area. 

Microwave drying may provide the means for 
large savings for growers in Prune dehydration 
costs, and at the same time allow the develop
ment of new dried Plum/Prune products. 

The Prune Industry Conference was the most 
successful of recent years. Conferences are 
normally held at intervals of 2 years but it was 
decided to hold another Conference next year. 
This Conference will allow feedback to growers 
on the launch of the Prune promotion campaign, 
and further consideration of research initiatives 
and priorities. 

The 1988 Confer~nce will be hosted by the 
Young Branch, A.D.F.A. 

NEW EMPHASIS fOR PRUNE PROMOTION 
Growers at the A.D.F .A. Prunes Industry Conference unanimously 

supported the need for a new emphasis on promoting Prunes in Aus
tralia. 

The proposal endorsed by the Conference: 
e Drew upon the know facts of an ageing market and declining 

consumption of Prunes in Australia. 
.o Aims to extend the usage of Prunes by increasing consumer aware

ness of the nature and attributes of Prunes. 
e The theme "New Dried Plums" has important market considerations 

as many consumers were unaware of. the origin of Prunes, and of 
their particularly high nutritional content. 
The mechanics of the promotion campaign are: 

e Presentation of Prunes through a variety of uses directed to con
sumers via an extensive print media campaign. 

e Production of 50,000 high quality "New Dried Plums" brochures. 
e Media support through popular magazines such as Womens' Weekly, 

Family Circle, and Woman's Day. 
e Invitations to consumers to write in for a free recipe folder. 

6-June, 1987. 

The A.D.F .A. Food Advisory Services has experience with this type 
of campaign, due to Its work in regard to dried vine fruits,. and expects 
that in addition to the advertising impact of the magazine content to supp
ly approximately 15,000 brochures via write in requests. 

The brochures will also be used by Country Foods, the major 
A.D.F.A. Prune marketer, and Food Advisory Servies in selected promo-
tions. · 

The brochures will be of extremely high quality, centering on a high 
impact with consumers rather than attempting a saturation cover. 

The total estimated cost of the program is $135,000. 
Growers at the Conference agreed to fund this campaign over and 

above the usual promotion efforts undertaken by the marketers. 
The funding required is to be raised by a special levy of: 
Season 1986 $46.00 per tonne dry weight 
Season 1987 $60.00 per tonne dry weight 
It is proposed that special campaigns of this nature will be an ongoing 

feature of Prune promotion in Australia. Accordingly a similar levy will be 
struck on Season 1988 Prune production. 
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Federal Council 1987 
Board of Management Report 

Introduction 
Since Federal Council 1986 the Board has met formally on the 

following occasions: 
5 x 2 day meetings 
4 x 1 day meetings 

In addition, the Board _was involved in general Industry meetings -con
vened by the A.D.F.A. 

Members of the Board were also involved in formal sub-committee 
meetings. 

Tree Fruits Committee 2 x 1 day meetings 
Prunes Committee 3 x 1 day meetings 
Prunes Industry Conference 1 x 1 day meeting 

In addition to the formal meetings listed above, members of the Board 
were involved in many other activities, meetings, and representations for 
the A.D.F.A. These include representations to Government; attendance 
at Branch, District Council, and State Conferences; committees and pub
lic meetings in regard to irrigation, salinity, dried fruit inspection services, 
area re-development, social welfare, dried fruits research, etc. 

The Chairrrian of the Board of Management continues to be under a 
heavy work load. The commitment of Henry Tankard makes him In de
mand for a large number of A.D.F.A. and Industry functions, as well as 
related industries and activities. 

Vin Brynes has continued in the role as Deputy Chairman and has 
ably assisted the Chairman in undertaking the numerous fields in which 
the A.D.F.A. is involved. 

In addition to the general affairs of the Board and the formal sub
committees noted above, Board Members have been Involved in, or'have 
stimulated and considered the reports of, the following committees: 
A.D.F .A. Sales Centre Management Committee 
C.S.I.R.O. Horticultural Research Advisory Committee 
C.S.I.R.O. Vine Improvement Committee 
Dried Fruits Research Selection Committee 
Dried Fruits Research Council 
Dried Vine Fruit Processing Research Committee 
Fruit Variety Improvement Committee 
Hail Insurance Committee 
Receivals Review Committee 
Management Committee for Phylloxera Research in Victoria 
Market Research and Development Unit 
National Farmers' Federation 
N.F.F. Farm Inputs Committee 
Peak Irrigation Advisory Committee (Vic) 
Production Problems Committee · 
State Council, South Australia 
Riverland Grape Industry Council 
S.A. Vine Improvements Committee 
Sunraysia District Council 
Sunraysia Growers Advisory Group 
Sunraysla and Riverland Committee on Salinity 
Viticultural Nursery Committee 
AdviSOrY Committee of the Sunraysia Horticultural Research Institute. 

1987 Harvest 
Although drying conditions were not as favourable as In recent years, 

the 1987 harvest continued the recent trend of the production of dried 
fruit of excellent quality. 

· Dried Sultanas: Low bunch numbers dictated a low yield of Sul
tanas, with the result beinQ the lowest tonnage of Dried Sultanas since 
1981 . Despite slow drying qqnditions the fruit is once again of excellent 
quality. 

Currants: The anticipated large crop of Currants did not eventuate 
due to untimely rain affecting both the Eastern States and Western Aus
tralia. Fortunately national losses were relatively minor with the resulting 
harvest being SI,J(ficient to meet Australian needs and supply a small ex
port quantity tO ex'port markets. 

Raisins: The upswing in Raisin production continued. This further in
crease in production over the increases of the previous two seasons was 
brought about in part by the new bearings of recent plantings, together 
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with minimal losses through sunburn, and an apparent reduction in the in
take of wineries when compared to the usage of recent years. The dried 
product is of good quality but the carry-over of 1986 Season Raisins, to
gether with the larger 1987 crop will provide a real problem in the 
marketing arena. 

Dried Apricots: Milder than usual climatic conditions slowed the dry· 
ing of Apricots but also aided the sizing of fruit. Despite the slow drying 
the Industry achieved an average crop of good quality. 

Dried Peaches: The drying of this variety resulted in an average crop 
of good quality, although there were some harvest time problems in 
obtaining adequate sulphur levels. 

Dried Pears: The total Pear crop was much higher than last year at
though higher returns from the fresh fruit market and the demand for can
ning limited the quantity that was dried. 

This year's pear drying. 
Prunes: The 1987 harvest saw excellent Prune crops in both the 

Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area and the Young District. Some packers have 
been forced to take more fruit then they would normally require, and 
accordingly the Industry, will need to look more to export markets. For
tunately the fruit is of good quality, but suffers from the emerging trend to 
the production of too much fruit in the smaller count range. This has led 
to agreement at Prunes Committee that fruit of a count of 1 00 or less 
should receive less attractive payments than for larger fruit. The actual 
differential in door payments will be announced prior to the 1988 har
vest. 

Production 
Estimated production of Season 1987 fruit of grade quality, as at 
30-4-198 7, compared with the previous 3 seasons is: 

A.D.F.A. 

(Tonnes) 1984 1985 
Currants 4,388 6,161 
Sultanas 75,310 63,885 
Natural Sultanas 298 166 
RaiSins 946 2,162 
Apricots 928 1 , 195 
Peaches 65 117 
Pears 55 124 
Prunes (P/Weight) 1 ,856 2,536 

1986 
6,636 

80,631 
450 

6,133 
1,454 

117 
65 

2,720 

1987 
5,497 

53,420 
108 

6,820 
1,497 

123 
82 

2,970 

Total 

1987* 
6,017 

57,330 
458 

7,270 
3,119 

453 
382 
N/A 

• Note: Estimates only for Season 1987. 
The actual A.D.F.A. availability for the 1987/88 marketing· year is 

represented by the above· figures together with the A.D.F.A. carry-over 
of 159 tonnes of Currants, 6,447 of Sultanas (which includes 550 ton
nes of sundry export orders cancelled since March 1, 1987), 1,798 ton
nes of Raisins, and 1 , 138 tonnes of Prunes. 
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The Australian Dried Fruits Corporation: Federal Government 
moves to restructure the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation following the 
release of the Policy Statement on the Reform of Commonwealth Primary 
Industry Statutory Marketing Authorities, has been defined pending the 
outcome of arrangements in regard to the Australian Horticultural Cor
poration. 

The actual A.D.F.A. availability for the 1987/88 marketing year is 
represented by the above figures together with the A.D.F.A. carry-over 
of 159 tonnes of Currants, 6,447 of Sultanas (which includes 550 ton
nes of sundry export orders cancelled since March 1, 1 987), 1, 798 ton
nes of Raisins, and 1 ,269 tonnes of Prunes. 

The following graphs show total A.D.F.A. production and the amount 
sold on both Australian and Export markets. Please note that these 
graphs are on the basis of sales from a season of production and should 
not be confused with annual deliveries which are shown in paragraph 4.2 
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Marketing 
Sales 

A.D.F.A. sales on the Australian market calculated on a seasonal basis 
and as admitted into final adjustment or equalization have been: 

Currants 
Sultanas + 
Raisins 

A.D.F.A. Seasonal Sales 

1983 
3,395 

23,319 
3,140 

Tonnes 
1984 

3,840 
18,481 

945 

1985 
3,383 

15,059 
1,988 

1986"' 
4,345 

23,246 
3,311 

29,854 23,266 20,430 30,902 

+ including 40 gram packs "' estimates as at 30-4-1987. 
These figures relate to total sales from a season's production which 

may extend over 18 months or more, and may not give a true indication 
of a year's sales. 

For a period of 12 months to the end of February each year, 
A.D.F.A. Dried Vine Fruit deliveries in Australia are as follows. 

Unfortunately the figures shown for the years ending February 1986 
and February 1987 are not strictly comparable to the previous years, nor 
to each other. This lack of consistency is due to a change in data collec
tion procedures which have now been finalised. 

It is not possible at this time to estimate the level of variance intro
duced by these changes in data collection methods, and reliance will 
need to be placed in the creation of a new consistent series commencing 
from February 28, 1987. 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Raisins 

A.D.F.A. Australian Deliveries 

29-2-1984 
4,101 

19,965 
3,134 

27,200 

(Tonnes) 
28-2-1985 28-2-1986 

3,137 3,981 
18,806 23,714 

2,653 1,995 

24,596 29,690 

28-2-1987 
4,379 

21,074 
2,819 

28,272 

"' includes 40 gram packs. 
For the period of 12 months to the end of February each year, com

parative A.D.F.A. Vine Fruit deliveries on export are: 
A.D.F.A. Export Deliveries 

(Tonnes) 
29-2-1984 28-2-1985 28-2-1986 28-2-1987 

Currants 918 529 2,591 2,423 
Sultanas 

Raisins 
48,975 

2,078 

51,971 

48,852 45,699 
20 176 

49,401 48,466 

50,475 
1,843 

54,741 

* includes 40 gram packs. 

Australian 
Export 

29-2-1984 
722 

22 

744 

A.D.F .A. 40 Gram Pack 
(Tonnes) 

Year Ended 
28-2-1985 28-2-1986 

724 838 
96 40 

820 878 

28-2-1987 
816 

24 

840 

Natural Sultanas are recorded separately, and are not included in 
any previous reference to Sultanas. 

Australia 
Export 

A.D.F .A. Natural Sultana Deliveries 
(Tonnes) 

29-2-1984 28-2-1985 28-2-1986 28-2-1987 
165 90 356 217 

----~1~7----~----~1~8----~ 
.--::-::-1_8_2-:=:::-:-::-90 ____ ::::37:._.:4 ____ :;:_21'-'.7 

Vine Fruits: Season 1985 Vine Fruits were finalised in the past year 
with the following A.D.F.A. sales tonnages. Also shown is the commit
ments for Season 1986 Vine Fruits as at 30-4-1987. 

(Tonnes) 
Australia 
UK 
Continent 
Canada 
NZ 
Japan 
Other 

Total 

·--.------

1985 1986 
A. D.F .A. Final Sales A.D.F .A. Estimated Sales 

Currants Sultanas Raisins Currants Sultanas Raisins 
3,406 15,059 1,988 4,345 23,246 3,311 

1 ,584• 
773 

92 
306 

4,575 60 4,022 804 
18,947 23,070 7 
14,270 38 890 13,379 328 
4,847 38 964 5,419 399 
2,091 38 156 1,974 293 
4,096 281 6,090 15 

6,161 63,885 2,162 6,636 77,200 5,157 
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Allocations of dried vine fruits for the 1987/88 marketing year have 
been made from the total avaWability of fruit, including carry*over. The 
allocations set by the A.D.F.A and the Australian Dried Fruits Coporation 
as at 30-4-1987, are: 

(Tonnes) 
Australia 
UK & Ireland 
Continent 
Canada 
New Zealand 
Japan 
Other 
Reserve 

Total 

1987/68 Industry Allocations 
Currants Sultanas Seeded 

5,000 27,000 4,000 
3,000 700 

300 
500 

60 
90 

100 

13,750 
9,000 
4,500 
1,500 
3,250 

6,050 62,000 

1,000 
1,000 

500 
800 

1,000 

9,000 

Tree Fruits: Sales of Tree Fruits during 1986/87 continued the 
strong sales evidenced in the previous marketing year. This strong posi· 
tion was maintained despite an increase in the import of Dried Apricots, 
although these imports were not as high as those experienced during the 
1984/85 marketing year. 

The following graph shows the disposal of A.D.F.A. Apricots on the 
basis of the Season of production. 
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Prunes: Sales of A.D.F.A. Prunes within Australia are stagnating and 
in the light of the larger crop experienced this year, the Industry presently 
faces a large fruit surplus. Imports from overseas reduced during 
1986/87, particularly during the last 3 months of_ this period. It is hoped 
that the special promotion campaign to be undertaken with special fund· 
ing provided by Prune growers will stimulate demand for Prunes. 

Australian sales by the A.D.F.A. for the last four season have been: 

(Tonnes) 
Apricots 
Peaches 

A.D.F.A. Seasonal Sales 
Season 1983 Season 1984 Season 1985 

Pears 
Prunes 
*Estimate only. 

1,126 862 1,031 
58 48 78 
34 42 97 

2,527 1 '711 2,289 

Season 1986 
1 '194 

89 
44 

N/A 

The above figures relate to the sales from a season's production, and 
for Tree Fruits, give a good indication of the year's sales. However, 
substantial amounts of Prunes may be carried over from season to 
season. 

Sales and deliveries of A.D.F.A. Prunes within a 12 month period 
have been: 

Year 
February 28 

1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 

A.D.F.A. Australian 
Deliveries 
(Tonnes) 

2,227 
2,458 
1,857 
2,044 

The relationship between Prune production and sales on a seasonal 
basis is depicted in the following graph: 
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Allocations of A.D.F.A. Dried Apricots of the 1987 Season to export 
markets are: New Zealand 60 tonnes, U.K. and Continent 190 tonnes, 
and Japan 120 tonnes. No allocations apply to Dried Peaches or Dried 
Pears. 

An allocation of 25% of packed weight has been set for the export of 
A.D.F .A. Prunes. This higher allocation plus the dropping of any limitation 
on the markets that may be serviced is a result of the larger crop this 
year. 

Realisations 1985 Season: F.O.B. realisations to packing com
panies per packed tonne on Season 1985 production are as follows: 
(these are average before deduction of packers' costs and charges, and 
conversion to sweatbox weights). 

(Per 
Tonne) 
Currants 
Sultanas 
Raisins 
Apricots 
Peaches 
Pears 
Prunes* 

Base Grade 
4 crown 
5crown 
4 crown 

Fancy Large 
Fancy Medium 
Fancy Large 

* estimate only. 

Australia 
$1,636.00 
$1,613.23 
$1,609.04 
$5,935.44 
$4,492.72 
$3,913.78 

Export 
$ 797.50 
$1,180.52 
$1,984.40 
$5,813.35 
$4,574.17 
$3,989.14 

Average 
$1,265.09 
$1,292.37 
$1,632.02 
$5,918.97 
$4,519.55 
$3,929.67 

Realisations 1986 Season: Realisations to packing companies for 
Season 1986 production have been finalised or are estimated as: 

{Per 
Tonne) Base Grade 
Currants" 3 Crown 
Sultanas* 4 Crown 
Raisins* 4 Crown 
Apricots Fancy Large 
Peaches Fancy Large 
Pears Fancy Medium 
* estimate only. 

Australia 
$1,710.00 
$1,760.00 
$1,600.00 
$6,302.67 
$4,727.29 
$3,630.61 

Export 
$ 890.00 
$1,250.00 
$1,275.00 
$6,310.00 
$4,782.47 
$3,661.35 

Average 
$1,430.00 
$1,420.00 
$1,500.00 
$6,303.98 
$4,774.67 
$3,640.76 

Prices - Australia 
Dried Vine Fruits: During the 1986/87 marketing year the Aus

tralian market again remained relatively free of the pricing pressures 
which dominated 1984/85. Imports of dried vine fruits remained a con
cern, although due to a general rise in export values, and the continuing 
low value of the Australian dollar, the degree of price competition was not 
as severe as had been anticipated. 

The Board maintained its policy of taking a once a year increase in 
the price of Dried Vine Fruits, with the increase being In line with the 
movement in the consumer price Index. Accordingly the price of Cur
rants and Sultanas was increased by 9.8% as from March 1987. The 
carry-over of Season 1985 Sultanas was also subjected to the same 
price increase despite the reluctance of buyers to purchase this fruit 
without some price differential when new season's fruit was available. 

The price for Seeded Raisins was increased by 5% and not the full 
C.P.I. increment. This step was believed to be necessary due to the 
already high differential between Seeded Raisins and Sultanas, and the 
large over-supply facing this product. 

The price for Natural Sultanas continued to be aligned with 3, 4 and 5 
crown Sultanas, with provision for a premium to be taken on Tunnel Dried 
Naturals if this could be achieved In the market place. 
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40 gram Sultana Packets: The A.D.F .A. continues to offer a con· 
cessional price for Sultanas packed into 40 gram packets. It had been 
previously determined to end this concession by phasing it out over 3 
years ending with the 1988 season. However, the Board has reacted to 
considerable market opposition to the high price increase for 40 gram 
packets which resulted from the combination of the phase-out of the 
price discount and the 9.8% C.P.I. increase taken on bulk fruit. Accor· 
dingly, the phasing period has been extended to 1990, subject to a year 
by year review to ensure that the increase over the price of the previous 
year does not exceed 12%. 

Tree Fruits: The Tree Fruits Committee agreed to take a 9% price in· 
crease on Dried Apricots. An increase of similar magnitude was applied 
to both Dried Peaches and Pears although the values of various grades 
were re-aligned. 

Prunes: The 5% price increase planned for November 1985 was 
finally effected in April1986. A further 3% increase is planned but an ap· 
propriate timing is yet to be determined. 

Prices - Export 
Dried Vine Fruits: The supply and price volatility of these products was 
proven once again with a rapid turn around of the over-supply situation 
facing the Industry at Federal Council 1986. 

Prices have reacted to the more limited world supply situation, with a 
general increase for Sultanas of approximately $300 per tonne. This in· 
crease is largely due to the reduced value of the Australian dollar which 
will apply to a whole crop for the first time in 1987, although the short 
supply of Australian Sultanas and the continued good quality of this fruit 
has also assisted. 

The rapid turn around in the world market meant that a relatively 
modest 6,500 tonnes of 1986 Sultanas was carried into the 1987 
season. This tonnage is very much below what was anticipated at this 
time last year, and with the rationing of export markets due to the low 
1987 crop is of great assistance in maintaining our presence in all our ex~ 
port markets. It is unfortunate that these higher returns from export mar
kets have not coincided with a year of higher Australian production. ' 

Currant production has been adequate, without being excessive, 
and no problem is foreseen within this marketing year. 

The extra production of Raisins means that we now have on hand 
sufficient stocks to meet two years of normal demand. Accordingly, 
some special marketing initiatives have been initiated to address this 
situation. The market is well aware of this over-supply and returns to 
growers must fall. 

Dried Tree Fruits: The A.D.F.A. Tree Fruits Committee has been 
able to continue its policy of setting prices for export markets which 
achieve the same return as sales on the Australian market. It remains 
recognised that this policy will be difficult to maintain during periods of 
world over-supply, but it was capable of implementation for Dried Tree 
Fruits of the 1987 Season. 

Prunes: F.O.B. prices for the export of Prunes to New Zealand were 
increased by 5% effective from June 1987. While it was initially planned 
to take a greater increase on other export markets, the large stockhold· 
ings made this unfeasible and accordingly the F .. 0.8. price for these 
markets will be the same as for New Zealand aS from June 1987. 

General 
Imports: The import of dried fruits into Australia remains the major 

concern of the Australian Industry. The comparative summary of imports 
is: 

Imports 
12months 12months 12months 12months 12months 

1982/83 1983/84 1984/85 1985/86 1986/87 
Vine Fruits 
Greece 896.320 1976.486 307.200 296.625 
Turkey 328.366 467.016 2491.783 
U.S.A. 14.929 1438.197 1248.219 246.193 
Other .083 .034 55.243 0.060 405.150 

.083 911.283 3798.292 2022.495 3439.751 

Apricots 
Sth. Africa 16.750 61.500 181.420 46.396 18.500 
Turkey 93.025 480.466 728.114 147.262 622.803 
U.S.A. 119.112 30.972 16.886 79.408 
Other 8.928 60.516 393.525 274.005 33.979 

118.703 721.594 1334.031 484.549 754.690 

Prunes 
U.S.A. 482.761 594.420 821.962 894.425 775.493 
Other 30.968 19.790 38.188 28.047 24.625 

513.729 614.210 8!p.150 922.472 800.118 

The statistical year commences March 1st. 
1 0-June, 1987. 

Little direct action against imports has been possible within the last 
year. The A.D.F.A. continues to monitor all imports, both to assess 
trends, and to ensure that unfair marketing practices, such as incorrect 
labelling, are not engaged in. 

The import of Dried Vine fruits from Greece remains subject to a 
countervailing duty due to the subsidies provided on this fruit. Un· 
fortunately it has not yet been possible to prove any subsidy paid or 
dumping in relation to Turkish fruit which now makes up the major propor
tion of imports. 

Review of AntioDumplng Legislation: While both dumping and 
countervailing measures are primarily determined by the General Agree
ment on Trade and Tariffs (GATT) their application in Australia is con· 
tained on the Customs Tariff (Anti-Dumping) Act. This Act is presently 
under review, and the Board has been most concerned with the sugges
tion that both anti-dumping and countervailing measures should be sub· 
ject to an automatic three year sunset provision. 

The Board believes that both anti-dumping and countervailing 
measures should be continued for as long as they are justified, and that 
they should not be subject to arbitrary automatic termination. 

The Board has made representations in regard to this issue and other 
aspects of the review both directly to the Federal Government and via the 
National Farmers' Federation. As it is believed that amending legislation is 
presently being drafted, representations have also been made to local 
members of parliament, and the National, Liberal and Australian Democrat 
parties. 

Duties on the import of dried fruits into Australia remain unchanged 
at: 

Vine Fruits 20 cents per kilogram 
Tree Fruits 10% ad valorem 
Prunes 1 0% ad valorem 

It is likely that the import duty on Dried Vine Fruits will be converted 
to 20% ad valorem under the terms of the International Harmonisation 
Code. The date of this change is still to be confirmed. 

Import Inspection: The Federal Government Is presently consider
ing whether there is a need for imported foods to be inspected to ensure 
that they meet appropriate quality standards. 

The A.D.F.A. has made a submission to the working group con
cerned calling for the establishment of an import inspection service, for 
the standards of inspection to be the same as applied to locally produced 
items, and for the cost of this inspection to be borne by importers. 

The working group has reported to Government, but Cabinet is yet to 
announce its decisions in this regard. 

A.D.F.A. Adjustments: Since the last meeting of Federal Council the 
A.D.F.A. has conducted the final adjustment of Season 1985 Dried Apri· 
cots, Peaches and Pears. This procedure provides for all A.D.F.A. 
marketers to receive an average return for all sales of each variety, 
regardless of the quantity and price for each market. Differences will still 
occur in the return to grower offered by the various packers due to the 
differing processing and interest charges incurred by the various 
packers. 

The adjustment of Season 1984 Prunes was also finalised within the 
last year, although under a different procedure than applies to the adjust· 
ment of Dried Tree Fruits. This new procedure has received wide support 
from A.D.F.A. Prune members, and is continuing on a progressive basis 
for Seasons 1985, 1986 and 1987 Prunes. 

Adjustment of Dried Vine Fruit varieties via Statutory Equalization is 
included in this report under the heading of Industry Economy. In addition 
to the Statutory Adjustments the A.D.F.A. has successfully implemented 
an Industry wide agreement for the voluntary equalization of Dried Vine 
Fruit varieties. This mechanism was particularly relevant to Season 1986 
Raisins which could not be catered for by such equalization due to minor 
machinery problems which have since been rectified by amendments to 
the Act. 

However, the successful implementation of this voluntary adjustment 
has led to all packers, including Angas Park, agreeing to extend the 
agreement to cover the Dried Vine Fruits of the 1987, 1988 and 1989 
Seasons. 

Retail Inspections: The Board commends the action of the Dried 
Fruit Boards of the various States in instituting inspection of dried fruits !it 
a retail level. Such action will assist in maintaining a positive consumer 
attitude to dried fruits by removing sub-standard fruits and inadequate 
packaging. 

Farm Management 
Quality: More and more the market place is demanding fruit of 

higher quality. Not only fruit of good appearance, but with a minimum of 
defects - preferably none. 
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While Australia is proud of its reputation of supplying dried fruit of any 
variety of the highest quality, more remains to be done. 

Our overseas competitors are improving their pack standards, and 
accordingly so must the Australian Industry so that it can maintain its 
reputation and returns from the premium end of the market. 

Processing has a role to play in improving quality by reducing 
defects, but the major onus must remain with growers to ensure that 
every preventable defect is avoided. 

Hail Insurance: The A.D.F.A. was able to offer hail insurance for 
1986/87, but only after protracted negotiations and considerable delay. 

The 1986/8 7 scheme was not able to be offered to growers until 
mid-September, compared to the usual mid-July offering. 

This delay was caused by the difficulty the A.D.F.A.'s main insurer 
faced in obtaining co-insurers. This difficulty resulted from the large 
losses the insurers had incurred in the crop loss field and their conse
quent reluctance to take up this type of insurance. 

The 1986/87 cover was offered on the same terms as for the 
previous year. The base premium was $12.80 per acre ($13.80 for pay
ment after October 8, 1986). The value of compensation was $1,600 
per acre, with the maximum recovery being $1,360 per acre as growers 
remained liable for the first 15% of any damage. 

As cover was not in place until after bud burst, it was fortunate that 
there were no early hail storms. 

However this good luck did not continue with assessments of In
sured properties being carried out at Merbein, Coomeana, Wemen, 
Robinvlae, Waikerie a""d Red Cliffs, Again Red Cliffs was the hardest hit 
with over 1 00 assessments being carried out, with the highest average 
loss being 80%. 

In tota/35 growers will receive compensation on account of hail dur
ing 1986/87. The total amount of compensation is $136,191.96 with 4 
growers each receiving $10,000 or more. 

A.D.F.A. HAIL INSURANCE SCHEME 

District 

Mildura 
Colignan-Red Cliffs 
Merbein-S.A. Border 
Boundary Bend-Wemen 
Mid-Murray 
NSW Sunraysia 
South Australia 

Total 

SEASON 1986/87 
Total 
District 
Acres 
(Grapes) 

15,237 
18,035 
8,888 
7,690 
N.A. 
6,630 
N.A. 

Total 
Acres 
Insured 

7,623.31 
10,540.44 
5,733.89 
2,272.30 
432.41 
3,786.76 
799.86 

%Acres 
Insured 

50.0 
58.4 
74.6 
29.6 

67.3 

31 '188.97 279.9 

The continuing success of the hail insurance scheme is dependent 
upon the much valued assistance provided at short notice by grower 
assessors. 

The Board also acknowledges the contribution of the Hail Insurance 
Committee which for the 1987 Season comprised Messrs. V. Dolenec, 
(chairmari), A. Milne (assesment co-ordinator), J. W. Arnold, G. L. 
Robertson and R. Stevens. 

The Board Is concerned that due to the uncertainty of insurers that 
the availability of a hail insurance scheme must now be considered as a 
season to season proposition. The Board is using its best en devours to 
ensure that the scheme is put in place tor the 198 7/88 hail risk period. 

Production Problems: The A.D.F.A. Production Problems Commit
tee has continued to deal with the problems raised by growers. The 
report of this Committee is Appendix 3. 

Irrigation and Salinity: The A.D.F.A. has continued its strong in
terest in irrigation and salinity issues, mainly through the Sunraysia and 
River/and Committee on Salinity. The Board's D~;~puty Chairman, Mr. Vin 
Byrnes, has continued as Chairman of S.A.R.C.O.S. and his report is 
Appendix 4. 

Processing 
Quality: Packers continue to strive to meet the quality demands of 

the market place by attempting to remove every defect whether it be a 
bunch stalk or a foreign object. However as the occurrence of these 
defects continues to fall it becomes increasingly more difficult (and more 
expensive) to further improve the quality of fruit. 

Latest measures include investigation into the use of electronic 
detection and removal systems. Many problems must be overcome 
before these systems will become part of the standard practice of the In
dustry: 
1 . The technology itself has to be proven with real assurance that 

foreign objects will be totally removed. 
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2. These machines are so expensive, up to $1m each, that it is un
lik61y that smaller packers will be able to afford them. 

3. Thrqughput is relatively low so that it is not presently feasible to 
consider the processing of the whole dried fruits pack with this 
type of equipment. 

4. The increased costs incurred may significantly increase the cost 
of packing dried fruits but is becoming increasingly necessary as a 
means to service customer requirements. 

5. Fruit rejection levels are projected to increase substantially as 
some fruit of good quality must be rejected to ensure complete 
isolation of all foreign objects. Returns to growers will be seen to 
fall as the result of the rejection of a higher proportion of fruit. 

Despite the potential costs Involved, the demands of the market 
place are very real, and will be met by our competitors unless we meet 
them first. 

While the Industry was unable to reach agreement on a proposal to 
subsidise the processing cost of those packers using more sophisticated 
equipment, the A.D.F.A. will re-examine whether some Industry incen
tives are necessary In this area. 

Standardised Classing System: The standardised classing system 
adopted by Victoria for the 1986 dvf harvest was extended to include 
New South Wales receival points for the 1987 harvest. 

All Victorian and New South Wales Fruit Classers are now drawn 
from a joint Classers' pool operated by the Victorian and New South 
Wales Dried Fruits Boards. The Classers·are rotated on a weekly basis 
amongst the various receival points, and are not directly employed by, 
nor involved in the operation of, a single packer. 

The aim of this independent classing system is to achieve more uni
form application of receival practices, grading, and penalties. 

The South Australian Dried Fruits Board is still assessing its attitude 
to standardised classing but advises that there has been little call for it 
within their State. The larger range of varieties being received, the 
relatively low tonnages, and the distances between packers are ob» 
stacles that must be overcome before South Australian adopts a standar
dised approach. 

The Board believes that all dried vine fruits in Victoria, New South 
Wales and South Australia should be subject to identical and independent 
classing procedures. Accordingly the Board is investigating the the po
tential to extend the existing joing pool of Classers to also include South 
Australian packers and castings are presently being pursued in this 
regard. Due to the great distances involved Western Australia will have to 
retain its own Independent systein. 

Tree Fruits: The stricter requirements on sulphur dioxide levels for 
fruit sold in Australia, as foreshadowed in last years report, has been 
avoided for the time being. 

While this provides some relief to our growers, processors and 
marketers, it is very definitely a two-edged sword as the same levels app
ly to imported fruit. With many other countries now moving to a tolerance 
of 2000 parts per million or less, Australia with its standard of 3000 parts 
per million of sulphur dioxide is an increasingly attractive market for our 
overseas competitors. 

Further work is being undertaken by the Loxton Research Centre in· 
to methods of reducing sulphur dioxide content without jeopardising the 
appearance and storage of the final product. 

Inspection: The finalisation of the review of the dried fruit inspection 
system has still to be completed. While the Industry has confirmed 
previous drafts of the proposed new Dried Fruits Orders, a further ver
sion is now anticipated following review by the Legal Department of the 
Export Inspection Service. 

While the new Orders are still awaited, the practical aspects of in
spection, including the greater reliance on internal quality control, is 
operating effectively. 

Research 
Dried Fruits Research Council: The D.F.R.C. is the major vehicle 

for facilitating research within the Dried Fruits Industry. The D.F.R.C. is a 
Statutory Committee of the Federal Government, with its members being: 
Chairman Mr. Neil Sturgess 
Government Mr. Keith Hyde 
Growers Mr. Brenden Gledhill 

Departments of 
Agriculture 
C.S.I.R.O. 

Mr. Dick Johnstone 
Mr. Colin Roy 
Dr. Jack Meagher (Vic) 
Dr. Don Plowman (SA) 
Dr. John Possingham 
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The A.D.F .A. took over the secretariat of the D.F .R.C. effective from 
January 1, 1987. This step is of value to the Industry as the A.D.F.A. is 
able to provide this service at a lesser cost than then Canberra based 
Department of Primary Industry and at the same time provide greater 
liaison with the Industry. Mr. Ross Skinner, the A.D.F.A. Administrative 
Officer, is responsible for the D.F .R.C. matters and acts as Executive Of
ficer to the Council. 

Control of the research trust funds remains within the Department of 
Primary Industry. 

The research funds administered by the Dried Fruits Research Coun
cil are provided from a levy on all dried fruit produced. The Federal 
Government matches levy expenditure on a dollar for dollar basis. 

The operative rates for research levy for Season 1986 were: 
Dried Vine Fruits. . ..... $2.50 per tonne 
Dried Tree Fruits. . . $7.00 per tonne 
Prunes. .$10.00 per tonne 

Reserves in the research trust account as at June 30, 1987, are 
estimated at 
Dried Vine Fruits. . $182,710 
Dried Tree Fruits. . $333,360 
Prunes $ 86,732 

Estimated Total Funds. . $602,802 
The Dried Fruits Research Council is required to prepare a rolling 5 

year research and development plan, presently for the years 1987 to 
1991/92. The Research Council has also examined new and ongoing 
research projects for funding in the 1987/88 financial year, however 
details of the approved projects were not to hand at the time of writing. 

D.V.F. Processing Research Unit: This Unit has continued to 
operate in c_onjunction with the Sunraysia Horticultural Research Institute 
in developing improved processing techniques for dried vine fruits. Once 
again the Board commends the leadership and the commitment of its 
Chairman, Mr. Dick Johnstone. 

In addition to its other works, the Unlt is presently overseeing 
research into factors affecting the free flowing attributes of Sultanas. The 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation has obtained funding of $30,000 
from the Agricultural Innovation Fund for investigation into ways to over
come the stickiness problem with Sultanas. 

The Corporation has requested the A. D. F. A. through the D. V .F. Pro~ 
cessing Unit to investigate this area on Its behalf, and has agreed to pro· 
vide a further $20,000 from Corporation funds. 

The Unit is also undertaking further work on behalf of the Board of 
Management in regard to the air streem sorting of dried vine fruits. Unlike 
the.proposal put to Federal Council last year, this research does notre
quire the Industry to provide any additional funds as it is being conducted 
within the existing budget for this project as allowed by the Dried Fruits 
Research Council. 

Growers from a wide spread of Branches have been invited to par
ticipate in the survey. These growers have had the actual results of the 
air stream sorting of their fruit reported back to them. It is belived that in
formation on the impact of air stream sorting at an individual grower level 
will better promote the understanding of this procedure. 

Industry Economy 
Statutory Equalization: Statutory Equalization was applied to both 

Currants and Sultanas of the 1986 Season. While neither of these pools 
is yet complete, the Statutory Equalization of SUltanas will fully equalise 
all returns from all markets. However, the phasing arrangements under 
the 1985 amendments to the Dried Vine Fruits Equalization Act will com
mence on Season 1986 Currants with the result that returns from the 
Australian market will not be fully equalised by the Statutory method. 

The Board remains concerned about the long term impact of this failure 
to equalise, particularly as the unequalised premiums will increase in 
future years as we approach the 15% prescribed percentage of Season 
1990. In 1990 equalization levies will be set so that average returns for 
each major dvf variety will be be no more than 15% above export returns. 

As a result of this concern the Board has once again approached the 
Federal Government seeking the repeal of the 1985 amendments and a 
return to full equalization. The Board has also Indicated to the Minister of 
Primary Industry its concern about the disruptive influence the 1985 
amendments will have between the differing varieties. As each of the 
varieties has a different level of export, the indicated maximum Australian 
price, which allows average returns to be 15% above export returns, can 
vary considerably from variety to variety. 

Furthermore, the export proportions for any variety can vary signi
ficantly from year to year and thus the indicated Australian price can also 
vary considerably between years for a single variety. 
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The Board believes that these variations between seasons and bet
ween varieties will destablilise Australian prices, further destabilise 
returns to growers, and generally fail to achieve the stabilised adjustment 
sought by .the Government. 

Following repeated request and detailed examples of the distortions 
that the 1985 amendments will cause, the Government has finally agreed 
to re-evaluate the appropriateness of this mechanism as an adjustment 
tool. The A.D.F.A. will be supplying further information to assist the 
Government in this regard. 

Statutory Equalization did not apply to Season 1986 Raisins due to a 
technical difficulty which required equalization payments to be made to 
the deseeder instead of to the packer which had contact with the grower 
concerned. At the request of the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation and 
the Federal Government, the A.D.F.A. is providing full equalization of 
Season 1986 Raisins by way of a voluntary Industry agreement. 

The A.D.F.A. has suggested to the Government that all1987 dried 
vine fruit equalizations be conducted by the voluntary method pending 
review of the 1985 amendments. 

This request has been rejected and accordingly Statutory Equaliza
tion will apply to Season 1987 Currants, Sultanas, and Raisins. 

The Dried Vine Fruit Equalization Act was amended during the past 
year to allow for the proper equalization of Raisins and to make sundry 
other administrative Improvements. 

The Government did not include within these amendments the 
A.D.F.A.'s request that provision be made to allow further separate 
equalization accounts. The Government has determined that it will be 
necessary to demonstrate a substantial increase in the tonnage of 
Naturals before it would consider creating any additional pool 

Artificially dehydrated Natural Sultanas are presently exempt from 
Statutory Equalization, with other Naturals being equalised as ordinary 
Sultanas. 

Voluntary Progressive Adjustments: As reported to Federal Coun
cil last year, complete Industry agreement, including the agreement ot 
Angas Park Fruit Co. Pty. Ltd., has been reached fn the form of voluntary 
progressive adjustments for dried vine fruit. 

This agreement was documented in a formal legal contract signed by 
the A.D.F.A. and all dried vine fruit agents and packers. 

The -adjustments carried out under this agreement have worked ex
tremely smoothly and have been based on quarterly net cash transfers 
rather than the cumbersome Statutory Equalization method of paying and 
receiving a refund of monthly equalization levies. 

Horticultural Marketing Corporation: The Federal Government an
nounced in February 1987 that it would be proceeding with legislation to 
establish and Australian Horticultural Corporation and an Australian Horti
cultural Research and Development Corporation. 

The Government indicated that the Horticultural Corporation would 
be structured to enable the participation of all horticultural industries, in
cluding the potential for the merger of the existing Australian Apple and 
Pear Corporation, Australian Canned Fruits Corporation, and Australian 
Dried Fruits Corporation. 

The Government proposes that the Apple and Pear Industry should 
be encompassed by the Australian Horticultural Corporation from the 
outset, with the merger of Canned Fruits being considered later in 1987. 
The issue of the merger of the Dried Fruits Corporation has been defer
red until December 1988. 

The Board has not opposed the formation of the Australian Horti
cultural Corporation, but is endeavouring to ensure that no steps are 
made, either now or in the future, to absorb dried fruits into its range of 
activities. 

The Dried Fruits Industry has the benefit of control of its export 
marketing activ_ities through the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation. The 
Industry acknowledges the benefits it obtains through this arrangement, 
and accordingly would not wish to deprive other horticultural industries of 
achieving similar benefits. 

However, the Dried Fruits Industry is convinced that a fruit salad ap
proach to export marketing will be unable to cope with the complexities of 
export marketing of dried fruits. 

The Department of Primary Industry has been unable to demonstrate 
any savings or benefits that will accrue to the Dried Fruits Industry 
through the absorption of the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation into the 
Australian Horticultural Corporation. Such benefits cannot be demon
strated largely due to the fact that dried fruits are a processed product 
with a long storage life. This is In sharp distinction with the highly 
perishable products usually associated with horticulture, and which will 
be the main thrust of the proposed Australian Horticultural Corporation. 
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The essential difference in attributes between fresh and dried also in
dicates that they have differing needs in regard to marketing, promotion, 
and research. The dried fruit needs in these areas cannot be combined 
within the proposed new Corporation without fatally compromising the 
specific requirements of the Dried Fruits Industry. 

The proposed Australian Horticultural Corporation is predicated on 
the basis that existing horticultural industries are not export orientated, 
lack measures to control and co-ordinate export marketing, need better 
defined product standards, need to undertake research to improve pro
ducts and handling methods, and are disjointed in their organisational 
structure. 

None of these perceptions apply to the Dried Fruits Industry. Dried 
fruits is a mature industry with sophisticated methods of control, promo
tion, research, and organisation which warrant it to be exempted from 
any new authorities proposed for the horticultural industries. 

Furthermore, the Dried Fruits Industry has the economics of scale to 
warrant the continuation of the present arrangements, and in particular 
the continued existence and successful operation of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Corporation. 

While the exact nature of the legislation proposed to establish the 
Australian..Horticultural Corporation was not known at the time of writing, 
the Board has approached various members of the Federal Opposition to 
ensure that dried fruits will not come within the ambit of that legislation. 
These approaches have become necessary following vigorous but un
successful attempts with the Government to gain an exemption from in
clusion within the new Horticultural Marketing Corporation. 

It is not acceptable to the Industry that it is not intended to be 
covered by the new legislation at the present time. The Board believes 
that the Industry requires the certainty that it will not be absorbed into the 
activities of the Horticultural Marketing Corporation by the unilateral deci
sion of any Minister for Primary Industry. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Corporation: Federal Government 
moves to restructure the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation following the 
release of the Policy Statement on the Reform of Commonwealth Primary 
Industry Statutory Marketing Authorities, has been defined pending the 
outcome of arrangements in regard to the Australian Horticultural 
Corporation. 

The Government has indicated that it is not prepared to consider the 
reconstruction of the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation, when that 
Corporation may have only a limited life span. 

The term of appointment of present Corporation members expires in 
January 1988. The Board recommends that Federal Counci11987 con
tinue the normal procedure and select a panel of grower nominees for 
consideration of the Minister for Primary Industry ·In appointing members 
to the Corporation for a new term. 

D.V.F. Market Entitlements: The Board has continued to press the 
need for a scheme like market entitlements to provide market orientated 
production targets for the Industry. 

During the past year the Board was able to interest the Victorian 
Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Mr. Evan Walker, in the concept 
of market entitlements. As a result of the interest shown by the Victorian 
Government and the continuing request from the A.D.F.A., the Federal 
Government agreed to undertake a detailed review of the A. D. F .A.'s sub
mission in support of market entitlements for dried vine fruits. 

The Board was disappointed with the product of this review on two 
accounts. Firstly, the Federal Government's analysis was flawed with 
fundamental errors in how market entitlements was intended to apply to 
the Industry. 

Secondly, the analysis showed a distinct bias against the scheme, 
largely as a result of the anti-regulation move now present in Government 
circles. 

The Board is working in conjunction with economists from the Vic
torian Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs in providing a response 
to the Federal Government's analysis. 

Recent discussion with the Minister for Primary Industry displayed a 
recognition within Government that conditions within the Dried Vine 
Fruits Industry had changed dramatically since the concept of market 
entitlements were last considered. The Minister acknowledged that 
these changes justified reconsideration of market entitlements as an 
adjustment mechanism. The Board believes that a twowpool type system 
would overcome the problems of gearing and misalignment of varieties 
inherent in the present statutory equalization adjustment process. 

The major impediments to the introduction of market entitlements are 
seen by the Government as the barrier to free entry to the Industry caus
ed by the capitalisation of entitlements and the opposition of the wine 
grape sector. 
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The Board is presently preparing a further submission to the Govern
ment in regard to the features of the proposed market entitlements 
scheme, including responses to these two points. 

Underwriting: The Dried Sultana Production Underwriting Act pro
vides a guaranteed minimum return for dried Sultanas produced in each 
season. Underwriting does not apply to other dried vine fruits, dried tree 
fruits, nor prunes. 

For Seasons 1986 to 1990 Sultana underwriting will be based upon 
a value determined as 80% of the average export returns for the previous 
three seasons. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Corporation, which administers the 
Underwriting Act, has confirmed that underwriting will not apply to 
Season 1986 Sultanas. Due to the present favourable conditions on ex
port markets there will be no underwriting payment for Season 1987 
Sultanas. 

Administration 
National Farmers' Federation: The A.D.F.A. remains a Full Com

modity Member of the National Farmers' Federation. With the strong 
representation provided by Mr. Tankard, the A.D.F.A. is now recognised 
as a key member of the Miscellaneous Commodities Group. This group 
comprises those N.F.F. Commodity Members which do not exercise 
enough votes to have their own representative on the Executive Commit
tee. Other commodities within the Miscellaneous Commodities Group are 
Dairy, Sugar, Sheep Meat, Rice, Tobacco, Eggs, Cotton, and Pork. 

The Board commends the National Farmers' Federation on its 
representation of Australian farmers. However, the Board recognises 
that there are major policy differences between the A.D.F.A. and the 
N.F.F., particularly in the area of trade and protection policy. 

During the last year the A.D.F.A. stimulated a review of the N.F.F.'s 
protection policy. This resulted in a greater degree of consciousness of 
the inappropriateness of a hard-line approach, and amendments to 
N.F.F. written policy which now endorses the use of countervailing duty 
and dumping mechanisms to counter unfair trading practices. More and 
more N.F.F. members are becoming aware of the dangers of promoting 
free trade for Australia in isolation from the activities of our major inter
national competitors. 

The President of the National Farmers' Federation, Mr. Jan 
Mclachlan, will open Federal Counci11987 and will provide further infor
mation in regard to N.F.F. policies and objectives. 

Branch Representation: In accordance with the resolution of 
Federal Counci11975, Branch tonnages on a five year average up to and 
including Season 1986 have been calculated and used as the basis for 
Federal Counci representation. Branches with more than one represel)· 
tative remain unchanged from last year. A full statement of tonnages over 
the Season 1982 to 1986 and Branch representation is included in Ap
pendix 9. 

Liaison and Media: The Board has continued in its efforts to keep 
growers, other Industry members, and the general public aware of major 
happenings within the Industry and the issues facing it. The major 
vehicles in this regard remain the local media and the A.D.F.A.'s publica
tion, "The Australian Dried Fruits News". 

The ·Board records its appreciation to the many ·members of the 
media who have assisted the A.D.F.A. over the past year. The Board also 
acknowledges the effort of Mr. Ross Skinner in maintaining "The 
Australian Dried Fruits News" at its existing high level of presentation. 

The series of articles providing background to the Australian Dried 
Fruits Industry was completed within the last year and a Special Industry 
Edition of the Australian Dried Fruits News was issued incorporating all of 
these articles into a single, informative reference manual. 

Staff: The Board commends the highly professional and dedicated 
efforts of the A.D.F.A. staff, whether at Head Office, Food Advisory Ser
vices, or at the Mildura Sales Centre. 

During the year Mr. John Fumberger, Finance Controller, left the 
A.D.F.A. after 5.5 years of service to join Australian Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd., as Company Secretary. The Board regrets the loss of Mr. Fum
berger from its staff but is pleased that his services have not been lost 
the Industry. 

Auditor: The accountancy firm of G. A. Rowse and Co., had con
tinued its work as auditors to the A.D.F.A. and A.D.F.A. affiliates. 

Government: Close liaison has been maintained with Government 
members; members of Parliament; the Officers of various Government 
departments including the Department of Primary Industry, and the State 
Departments of Agriculture; C.S.I.R.O.; the Australian Dried Fruits 
Corporation; and the various State Boards and the Consultative Commit
tee. 
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Appendices The Board records its sincere appreciation to all who have assisted 
the Industry throughout the past year. The following reports form part of the Board's Report 

Obituary - G. Black: It is with great regret that this report must 
record the death of George Black on July 27, 1986, only 2 weeks after 
last year's Federal Council. 

AppendiX 1 Comparative Account Sales 
Appeildix 2 Australian Market Development 
Appendix 3 Production Problems Committee 

George Black was an excellent orator and a clear thinker, enabling 
him to make strong presentations on issues affecting the Industry. He 
was a strong advocate for the A.D.F.A. and the benefits of unity of 
representation. 

Appendix 4 Salinity 
Appendix 5 Viticultural Nursery Committee 
Appendix 6 Sales Centre Management Committee 
Appendix 7 Research and Development Unit 

George Black was respected for his deep knowledge of all facets of 
the Dried Fruit Industry: as a grower, processor, regulator and marketer. 

Appendix 8 Receivals Review 
Appendix 9 Branch Tonnage and Grower Representation 

The death of Mr. George Black meant a great loss to the Industry 
which had held him in high respect over his many years of service, in· 
eluding 21 years as a Member of Federal Council; 20 years as a Director 
of Robinvale Producers (12 years as Chairman); and 24 years as a 
member of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board. 

Appendix 1 0 Victorian Murray Valley Vine Improvement Association 

June, 1987. 

Inc. 
For and on behalf of the Board of Management. 

H. M. Tankard, 
CHAIRMAN. 

FERTILISING PRUNES ....... PART 2 
John Slack, Special Horticulturist (Irrigation), Department ol Agricultura N.S.W., Yanco N.S.W. 

The first article on fertilising prunes described 
the results of a prune leaf analysis survey carried 
out in the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area of New 
South Wales during the 1 984/85 season. The 
survey found that a relatively high proportion of 
orchards were low in leaf nitrogen. 

Before exploring ways of achieving better 
results fertilsing prunes, particularly with 
nitrogen, it may be of interest to summarise 
some of the fertiliser practices carried out by 
prune growers in the survey. 

SURVEY BACKGROUND 
There was a wide divergence in fertiliser prac· 

tice between individual prune growers in the 
selection of the fertiliser types used, rates ap· 
plied and timeing of application. 
Fertiliser rates and type 

The rate of elemental nitrogen ranged from 69 
to 290 kilograms per hectare with an average 
rate of 150 kilograms per hectare. The average 
rate is equivalent to about 3.5 bags of nltram to 
the acre. 

Of the 18 orchards in the survey, 13 applied 
nitrogenous fertiliser in the form of urea, am· 
monium nitrate or sulphate of ammonia. The 5 
remaining orchards used mixed fertilisers. 
Timing of application 

Growers were asked when they applied their 
nitrogenous fertiliser and answers were as 
follows: 
e six applied nitrogen as a single application 

in September; 
• eight growers applied nitrogen as a split 

dressing with the first in September/Octo· 
ber followed by a second application in 
November/December; 

e four orchadists applied fertiliser as a three 
way split in September, October and 
December. 

As a point of interest, only two growers ap· 
plied postharvest nitrogen using the water run 
urea method. 

Whilst it is difficult to draw firm conclusions 
from the survey and develop clear guidelines for 
fertiliser practice for prunes, there is some evi· 
dence based on local and Californian ex
perience, that better results with nitrogen could 
be obtained with more precise timing. 
Applying nitrogen correctly 

As nitorgen is the main nutrient required by 
prune trees, a knowledge of the correct timing 
and conditions for maximum nitrogen uptake is 
essential. 

To avoid losses due to leaching through the 
soil profile or runoff, nitorgen, which is highly 
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soluble in water, must be applied at times when 
uptake by the plant is taking place. 

Timing - Maximum root growth 
The entire prune root system is capable of 
nutrient absorption. The period of greatest 
nutrient uptake coincides with the period of 
maximum root growth. 

In the case of prunes, two distinct periods 
have been identified. The are: 
e the commencement of bloom and early 

shoot growth (September/October). 
e after shoot growth stops and fruit growth 

slows (February/March). 
As you an appreciate, root growth is not con· 

tinuous throughout the year but occurs in 
cycles, providing conditions are favourable. 
Root growth is controlled by soil temperature, 
avialable moisture and the stage of growth of the 
scion. 

In general terms, root growth commences 
when the soil temperature increases, and then 
peaks in October, only to decrease when shoot 
growth accelerates and fruit begins to grow. 

Root activity 
It would appear from our previous discussion 

that it is important for the tree to have a healthy 
root system for the absorption and synthesis of 
water and nutrients. 

One factor determining root activity is readily 
available soil water, because: 
e roots will not grow in dry soil; 
e mineral uptake will only occur in the 

presence of available water; 
• second cycle root growth can be reduced 

by late summer or post harvest water 
deficits. Insufficient moisture before 
blossoming suppresses root activity at that 
time. 

The Californian conclusion is that applications 
of nitrogen should be available at times of maxi
mum root growth. 

Apply in late spring and autumn 
Another vital piece of information that is re· 

quired in developing a fertiliser strategy, is the 
knowledge that nitrogen applied Posthar· 
vest/autumn is stored in the tree (primarily in the 
root system) for use the following year. 

N-Itrogen is accumulated in the plant tissue 
according to the supply during the year and is 
used tor gf'owth and flowering the following 
season irrespective of the nitrogen supplied dur· 
ing the winter or spring period. 

Thus, the nitrogen utilized during bloom, and 
the period of rapid shoot growth following bloom, 

is dependent on the stored nitrogen from the 
previous season's application. 

As the season progresses, the internal 
nitrogen supply is exhausted, and the tree then 
takes up external supplies applied as fertiliser. 

It has been suggested that deciduous fruit 
trees absorb less than 50 percent of the fertniser 
nitrogen applied. Whilst some factors leading to 
these losses are beyond the growers control, 
the prune grower can determine: 

e the rate, type and timing of fertiliser ap· 
plied; 

• the rate and timing of irrigations. 

Fertiliser recommendations 
Use the recommendations presented as a 

guide and be prepared to adjust according to 
routine leaf analysis and tree performance. 

Table 1: Requirements of Nitrogen, Phos
phorus and Potassium per year for mature 

wide spaced trees (6m x 4.5m). 

Nitrogen (N) 
500 to 650 g per tree (185 to 240 kg/ha). 

A number of local and overseas references 
suggest 50 to 60 percent of nitrogen should be 
applied after harvest with the remainder in spr
ing. 

Phosphorous (P) 
Phosphorus fertilisers can be applied and 

deeply incorporated before planting at the rate of 
1 t 2 tonnes/hectare (superphosphate). No fur· 
ther application may be required for the life of the 
orchard, except in the following case. 

Not required for trees if P soil levels are high or 
there has been a history of regular P application. 
However, if a cover crop is grown it may be 
necessary at the rate of 25 kg P per Haperyear. 

Potassium (K) 
Potassium needs should be based on leaf 
analysis results. However it may be required for 
prunes growing on sandy soils. Rates suggested 
range from 200 to 300 g per tree (75 to 110 
kg/ha). 

The above rates are based on the traditional 
practice of using a broadcast application. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE. 
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FROM PAGE 14. OTHER ASPECTS This spray should be applied when the buds 
are fully dormant and it has been suggested that 
spraying should occur less then 3 weeks after 
pruning as the movement of zinc solution into the 
cut surfaces can kill buds lower down the shoot. 
It is safe to prune 1 to 2 days after spraying. 

Soil pH Table 2: Conversion of Amounts of Nitrogen 
(N) and Potassium (K) to Equivalent Quantities 

of Fertiliser. 

Nitrogen 
g or kg 

100 
200 
300 
400 
500 
600 
700 

Urea (46% N) 
g or kg 

217 
434 
651 
868 

1087 

Nitram (34% N) 
g or kg 

294 
588 
882 

1176 
1470 
1765 
2058 

As a general recommendation, it is sug
gested that the soil should have a pH of 6.0 to 
6.5. Whilst a direct response of orchard trees to 
a raised pH may not be obvious, the long term 
benefits of improved nutrient availablity and cal
cium supply occur. 

If an oil spray is required before the zince 
spray, it should be applied 1 month beforehand 
so the of zinc will not be inhibited. Carry out a soil test before planting, and apply 

agricultural lime, making sure that ·it is deeply 
incorporated into the soil prior to planting. 

Potassium 
g or kg 

1304 
1521 

Muriate of 
potash (50%) 

g or kg 

Sulphate of 
potash (42%) 

g or kg 

To raise the pH from 5.5 to 6.5 and assuming 
a sandy loam, the lime requirement is approxi· 
mately 2.5 tonnes/hectare of agricultural lime, or 
3 tonnes/hectare of dolomite. Dolomite is useful 
if a magnesium deficiency is suspect~d. 

Foliar sprays 

50 
100 
200 
300 

100 
200 
400 
600 

119 
238 
476 
714 

Zinc deficiency has been observed in prune 
orchards planted on very sandy soils and has 
been effectively corrected by a dormant spray of 
zinc sulphate heptahydrate (23%) at 2.5 kg per 
100 litres. 

TREAT DRYING GREENS NOW 
by Reg Johns (D.A.R.A.) 

District growers should be aware that now is the best time to apply-a 
soil sterllant in rack drying greens to assist in reducing the problem of 
weed seed contamination during the 1988 harvest season. 

Weed seed contamination is a problem which has increased drama· 
tically in recent years. As a result, the entire dried vine fruit industry is 
suffering in terms of increased packing charges, as well as our product 
being rejected at the market place. 

~enalties 
District dried fruit packers have been forced to impose penalties to 

cover increased packing charges for weed seed contaminated fruit. 
These penalties provide an Incentive to growers to make an effort to keep 
the weed seed problem to an absolute minimum. 

The penalties are:· 
CHARGE A 1 '20 burrs per tonne 
CHARGE B more than 20 burrs/tonne 

$150 
$250 

Some growers have been successful In reducing their weed seed 
problem during the past season, however, there have been cases where 
the problem of weed seed contamination has increased dramatically. 

How to control weed seeds 
For some time now, equipment has been made available by the Vic· 

torian Dried Fruits Board for growers to borrow and use around their dry· 
ing greens. 

The equipment consists of prickle rollers and a weedicide unit. This 
equipment has been used by many growers who have subsequently 
succeeded In either reducing, or in fact eliminating, weed seeds. 

When to control 
It is easy-to leave things until the last moment, however, to gain maxi· 

mum benefit in reducing your problem it is essential that a sterilant be ap· 
plied now because:· 

Prickle Roller. 

• DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

* minimal weed growth 'has occurred since harvest; * the opportunity of winter rains will help to fix the sterilant into the soil; * the drying green surface is relatively smooth and undisturbed, 
The prickle roller may be used at any time, however, to fall in with your 

management program, the drying green should be rolled about a month 
before the beginning of harvest. 

Because some weed seeds cannot be controlled with sterilants, it will 
be also necessary to apply a knockdown or systemic herbicide during 
early to mid-summer. 
Controlling weed seeds In the block 

A vigilant cultivation pr-ogram will eventually eliminate weed seeds, 
however, It is culturally essential to produce cover crops, in which case 
controliing problems in cover crops becomes more difficult. Con· 
sequently emphasis must be placed on keeping the undervine bank clean 
either by:-* cultivation (silly ploughing and knifing); 

or * chemical control of undervine weeds. 
During the harvest, many growers now pick into Bryce buckets or 

shrub tubs, this reduces the possibility of mixing weed seeds with the 
fruit 

Those who still use dip tins should encourage pickers to take care 
when handling buckets during the picking operation. 
How to borrow equipment 

Equipment made available by the Dried Fruits Board can be borrowed 
upon arrangement by phoning either Allan Eddie or Bruce Wood at the 
Mildura V.D.F.B. office on 23 7764. 

Growers are reminded that there are only two officers with the Dried 
Fruits Board, so if any of this equipment is required, sufficient notice 
must be· provided to ensure that all growers who wish to borrow the 
equipment may do so. 

Weedlclde Unit. 
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PRUNE FOR PROFIT BY Keith Leamon 
Reg Johns (D.A.R.A.) 

Using the correct pruning techniques is 
essential to maximise production and profitability 
of dried Sultana production. 

Pruning techniques have developed con
siderably since the days when the golden rule 
was 8 canes for everything. 

Generally speaking the trend is toward lighter 
pruning and matching the pruning level to the 
vigour of the vine. 

Early pruning techniques involved wrapping 
down a set number of canes, usually 8, year in 
year out. 

In the sixties this changed a little with the use 
of the "bud count" where a microscopic analysis 
of buds in winter gave an indication of the fruitful
ness of canes that were to be used in the com~ 
ing season. The bunch "Primordia" for the 
198 7/88 crop were initiated in the canes back in 
November 1986. The amount of sunlight on the 
canes during November and into December has 
a major influence on the number of bunches in~ 
itiated In each cane for the following season's 
crop. 

The bunch primordia are what was examined 
and counted in the bud fruitfulness survey. The 
idea was to leave more canes in low fruitfulness 
years and less canes in high fruitfulness ones, 
trying on the average to get a consistent yield 
level. 

In practice this concept has some problems. 
First, it did not account for the vigour of the vin9 
being pruned. Low vigour vines with extra canes 
often "overcropped" with the result that there 
were less canes to wrap down with the con· 
ventional system of pruning in the next season. 

Secondly, there were many other factors dur· 
ing the season which had more effect on the final 
yield than fruitfulness. Factors such as percen· 
tage bud burst, level of fruit set, pest and 
disease, irrigation and rain at harvest all can play 
a very significant part in the final yield. 

Thirdly, variability between vineyards made it 
difficult to 8.pply the "District Average Bud Fruit
fulness" to any one individual property. 

Pruning to Vigour 
Finally a better system of pruning developed, 

namely PRUNING TO VIGOUR. This concept in· 
valved leaving more canes on vigorous vines 
and less canes on weaker vines. This system 
tends to balance the vine better allowing each 
vine to yield to its maximum and still allowing It to 
produce enough cane growth to prune in the 
conventional manner the following season. 

Very vigorous vines like Sultana grafted onto 
Ramsey rootstock may have as many as 14 to 
16 canes wrapped on at pruning time, whereas 

weak vines on very sandy, washed out soil may 
only have 2 to 4 canes put down. 

Further Developments 
In more recent times, C.S.I.R.O: and growers 

have shown that modified pruning systems such 
as the Hanging Cane System and the Split Cor· 
don System may have potential in the future. 
While these systems are still being evaluated,. 
these developments tend to suggest that vines 
can be pruned lighter than they have been in the 
past 

This Year? 
Generally overcast weather during last 

November suggests that fruitfulness potential 
may be down this season. This would suggest 
that growers should prune a little lighter than in 
previous years. However, many "old timers" will 
say the vines had a rest last season with the light 
crop and should produce a good crop this 
season anyway. 

Generally vines have produced good quality 
canes and a reasonable number of them this 
past season. Perhaps the best advice for prun· 
ing this season Is to prune according to Mother 
Nature's indicator- "vigour" and maybe leaving 
just a "little" more wood than usual just in case! 

Prune according to Mother Nature's Indicator - "Vigour". Vigorous own-rooted HS Sultana- 14 canes rolled down. 

HANGING CANE- WIN"TER 

Figure 3 

16-June. 1987. 

A survey conducted by the Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Affairs in 1984 
demonstrated that growers with Hanging Canes 
were saving up to 50% of their pruning time by 
hand pruning the system. Mechanical pruning is 
expected to reduce pruning costs by up to 90%. 

Presently the yield data is sketchy but all 
growers involved in the group feel that yields are 
as good or better than conventional trellises for 
sultanas. 

The major problem in development of 
mechanization remains the effective separation 
of fruiting and replacement canes. Observations 
from farm walks with the Hanging Cane Group 
have led most of us to the conclusion that at 

harvest the majority of canes are falling below 
the wire and will -therefore interfere with 
mechanical summer pruning of the fruiting 
canes. A split system of cropping one side of the 
vine at a time is therefore the next step in the trial 
process. 

SPUT CORDON -WIN'I'I'l't 

Figure 4 
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-that's what the new Dried Fruit Cookbook is all about, the sequel to 'The First 
Free Fast Food Non • Cookbook! 

Whether you decide on a recipe from Anytimers, Take Fives or Merry Moments, 
don't wait too long to discover how instantly delicious and versatile Australian Dried 
Fruits can be. 

ANYTIIIIIERS 

Sizzling Spears with Peanut 
Cream 

Ingredients: 
1kg mince steak; 1 onion, finely chopped; 1 

clove garlic, crushed; 2 cups soft white bread
crumbs; %cup milk; salt and freshly ground pep
per; 2 eggs, lightly beaten; % cup chopped 
parsley; 1 tspn chopped fresh thyme or pinch 
dried thyme; 40 pitted Prunes; 2 tblspns oil. 
Peanut Cream: 

1/3 cup peanut butter, 2 tblspns lemon juice; 
4 tblspns water; 1 tspn sweet chilli sauce (op
tional). 
Method: 

Place mince in bowl. Add onion, garlic, bread
crumbs, milk, salt and pepper, eggs and herbs. 
Mix well. Form a meatball around each Prune. 
Heat oil in large frying pan or baking dish and 
cook over medium heat. Brown and cook meat
balls (about 15-20 minutes). Drain any excess 
oil and keep warm. Serve on skewers accom
panied by peanut cream. 
Peanut Cream: 

Beat together peanut butter, lemon juice, 
water and chilli sauce. 

Choc·Chilli Hot Pot 
Ingredients: 

3 tblspns vegetable oil; 1 onion, diced; 
green pepper, chopped; 1 clove garlic, crush
ed; 500g minced beef; 500g minced pork; 1 
tblspn chilli powder; 1 tblspn ground cumin; 1 x 
140g can tomato paste; 2 beef stock cubes dis
solved in 2 cups water; 1 bay leaf; % teaspoon 
cayenne pepper; % teaspoon tabasco; % tea
spoon dried oregano; salt and freshly ground 
DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

pepper; 60g semi sweet chocolate, grated; % 
cup seeded Raisins, chopped; % tspn cinna
mon. 

Sour cream and minced onion as accompani
ments. 
Method: 

Heat 1 tablespoon oil and cook onion, green 
pepper and garlic until softened. Remove from 
pan. Heat remaining oil and brown beef and pork 
over high heat. Add chilli powder and cumin and 
cook 1 minute. Return onion mixture to pan com
bining ingredients well. Add tomato paste, stock, 
bay leaf, cayenne pepper, tabasco, oregano, 
salt and pepper. Bring to boil, reduce heat and 
simmer for about 40 minutes. Remove from 
heat, stir in chocolate, Raisins and cinnamon. 
Serve with sour cream and minced onion. , 

Country Apple Cake 
Ingredients: 

2 tspns instant coffee powder; 2 cups hot 
water; 1 Y2 cups brown sugar; 2 cups seeded 
Raisins, chopped; 2 tspns cinnamon; 1 tspn 
ground cloves; 250g butter, chopped; 1 cup 
canned pie-pack apple or poached apple slices; 
1 egg, lightly beaten; 3% cups plain flour, sifted; 
2 tspns bicarbonate of soda; finely sliced apple, 
to decorate (optional). 
Method: 

In large saucepan dissolve coffee in hot water. 
Add brown sugar, Raisins, cinnamon, cloves and 
butter. Stir over low heat until butter melts, cool. 
Add apple and egg, mix well. Sift together flour 
and soda. Fold into mixture, combining well. 
Pour mixture into greased and base lined 28cm 
·x 23cm baking dish. Decorate with finely sliced 
apple. Bake in moderate oven for 40-50 minutes 
or until cooked. Delicious served warm or cold 
with cream or custard. 

TAKERVE 

Rainbow lasagne 
Ingredients: 

Spinach sauce: 1 bunch spinach, shredded; 
300g carton sour cream; 1 cup grated tasty 
cheese. 

Tomato sauce: 1 tblspn oil; 1 large onion, 
chopped; 1 clove garlic, crushed; 400g can 
tomatoes; 31 Og can butter beans, drained; 31 Og 
can red kidney beans, drained; 1 tablespoon 
sweet chilli sauce; % cup Sultanas; 250g pre 
cooked lasagne sheets; Y,. cup grated parmesan 
cheese. 
Method: 

Spinach sauce: Mix shredded spinach with 
sour cream and cheese. 

Tomato sauce: Heat oil in frying pan. Add 
onion and garlic, cook until onion is soft. Com· 
bine well chopped undrained tomatoes with but
ter beans, kidney beans and chilli sauce. Add 
mixture to frypan, bring to boil, reduce heat and 
simmer uncovered for 1 5 minutes or until sauce 
thickens, stirring occasionally. Stir in Sultanas. 
Spread about half spinach cause over the base 
of 2 litre ovenproof dish. Top with half the 
lasagne sheets. Spread with half the tomato 
sauce. Repeat layering with remaining sauces 
and lasagne sheets. Sprinkle with parmesan 
cheese. Bake, covered in microwave oven on 
high for 13 minutes. Remove lid, cook for further 
3 minutes. Alternatively cover and bake in 
moderate oven for 30 minutes, uncover and 
bake for further 20 minutes. 

N.B. This lasagne can be frozen for up to 3 
months. 

Tangy Tomato Pasta 
Ingredients: 

1% tblspns butter; 1 large onion, finely diced; 
2 cloves garlic, crushed; 500g ripe tomatoes, 
peeled and diced; 1 cup dry light red wine; % 
cup Currants; 2 tspns anchovies, mashed with 
fork (optional); freshly ground pepper; pinch 
sugar; 2 tblspns finely chopped parsley; 2 
tblspns finely chopped basil leaves or 1 tspn 
dried basil; 500g tagliatelll or your favourite 
pasta; 1 tablespoon olive oil. 
Method: 

Melt butter in frypan and cook onion until 
softened. Add garlic, and fry for further minute 
then add the tomatoes. Cook for a few minutes 
until tomatoes produce liquid. Add wine, simmer 
without lid for 15-20 minutes or until mixture 
reduces to a rich, thickish sauce. Add Currants 
and anchovies (optional). Season with pepper 
and sugar. Add parsley and basil just before add· 
ing to pasta. 

Cook pasta in large pan of boiling water. When 
cooked, mix in olive oil, add the sauce and toss. 
Serve immediately. 
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eSavours 
Currant Chicken Mousse 

Ingredients: 
% cup Currants; % cup port wine; 30g butter; 

1 medium white onion, finely diced; 1 small 
clove garlic, crushed; 250g chicken livers, trim
med; freshly ground pepper; Y2 cup sour cream. 
Method: 

Mix together Currants and port, allow to stand. 
Melt butter and fry onion and garlic for 2-3 
minutes until soft. Add livers to pan. Cook untn 
they change colour on outside, while still pink in 
centre. Remcive pan from heat and place con
tents in food processor or blender. Add pepper. 
Drain Currants, pour any excess port into pro· 
cesser. Process until fine and smooth. Place 
mixture in a bowl and fold In sour cream and Cur· 

· rants. Combine well. Do not overbeat. Spoon 
mixture Into one large or 6 small pate pots. Serve 
with triangles of toast or corn chips. 

MERRY MfJMEIITS 
Golden Reef Chicken 

Ingredients: 
Chicken filling: 500g chicken breast fillets; 1 

small onion, finely chopped; 2 cloves garliC, 
crushed; 2 tblspns sweet fruit chutney; 1 egg, 
lightly beaten. 

Apricot filling: 2/3 cup chopped dried Apri¥ 
cots; 1 cup day old breadcrumbs; 1 stick celery, 
finely chopped; Y4 cup pine nuts; 2 :tspns finely 
grated lemon rind; 2 tspns curry powder; 1 egg, 
lightly beaten; 4 bay leaves; 8 bacon rashers, 
rind removed. 
Method: 

Chicken filling: In a food processor, process 
chicken until finely minced. Add onion, garlic, 
chutney, egg and process until well combined. 

Apricot filling: Mix all Ingredients until 
thoroughly combined. Place bay leaves over 
base of microwave~proof loaf dish (20cm x 
1 Ocm). Line base and sides with bacon over
hanging sides of dish. Press half apricot filling 
over base, then press half chicken filling over 
top. Repeat layering. Fold overhanging bacon 
over top. Cover loosely with plastic wrap, Cook 
on high 1 0 minutes. Stand 1 0 minutes, then 
drain excess liquid. Tum out onto plate. Cook, 
uncovered, for further 4 minutes until cooked 
through. Cool before refrigerating. 

N.B. This terrine can be made a few days 
ahead. 
18-June, 1987. 

Iced Plum Cream 
Ingredients: 

% cup orange liqueur or your favourite; %: cup 
pitted Prunes, chopped; % cup dried Pears, 
Peaches or Apricots, finely chopped; 60g 
chocolate, coarsely chopped; %: cup pecan nut 
pieces; 1 litre vanilla ice cream. 
Method: 

Heat liqueur and add dried Fruits. Let stand to 
plump, about 30 minutes. Stir In chocolate and 
pecan nuts. Allow to cool completely before 
folding mixture through vanilla Ice cream. Return 
to freezer immediately and freeze until firm. 

This ice cream is pretty served In individual ice 
cream pots and garnished with chocolate 
leaves. 

Raisin True Tartlets 
Ingredients: 

6 small uncooked shortcrust pastry shells. 
Fruit filling: 

Y4 cup sweet marsala or your favourite liqueur; 
% cup seeded Raisins, chopped; % cup dried 
figs, finely chopped; 1/3 cup chopped pecans 
or walnuts; % cup grated chocolate; }'4 tspn 
cinnamon.· 
Method: 

Heat marsala In small saucepan. Remove from 
heat. Add Raisins and figs and let stand to 
plump, about 30 minutes. Stir in remaining In· 

gradients and allow to cool. Spoon one table
spoon of filling into each shell. Bake until pastry 
is lightly browned about 15-20 minutes. Serve 
warm or cold with cream or sour cream. 

N. B. Filling can be prepared one week ahead 
and refrigerated. 

Soup to Savour 
Ingredients: 

!4 cup Currants; % cup port wine; 60g un· 
salted butter; 2 medium leeks, chopped and 
washed well; 1 onion, chopped; 1 clove garlic, 
crushed; 3 chicken stock cubes dissolved in 3 
cups boiling water; 4 medium potatoes, peeled 
and diced; 300ml cream; 1 tspn dried sage or 1 
tblspn fresh, finely chopped; salt and white 
pepper. 
Method: 

Combine Currants with port wine and allow to 
stand. In a saucepan melt butter, add leaks, 
onion, garlic and cook mixture over medium 
heat, covered, stirring occasionally, for 15 to 20 
minutes, until onion softens. Add stock and po
tatoes. Simmer mixture, covered for 15 minutes 
or until potatoes are tender. In food processor or 
blender, puree the mixture In batches. Return to 
saucepan, stir in cream, sage, salt and pepper 
and reheat over low heat. Stir through plumped 
Currants and port. If liked, garnish with fresh 
herbs and ground paprika. Serve Immediately. 

Clark and Elaine Chambers of A.D.F.A. Food Advisory Services. 
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Fascinating Facts of Sun Dried Fruits 
- Prepared by ADFA Food Advisory Service-

S ultanas are the fruits of vineyards enjoying 
irrigation from the Murray-Darling River 
system. This potential was first recognised 

in 1887 by the Chaffey brothers, two Canadians 
who had become successful irrigation engineers 
in California. The Chaffey brothers taught us the 
value of water in the world's driest continent. 

Sultanas are from the seedless white sultana 
grapes, originally from the ancient Persian city o 
Soultanieh. 

It takes as much as four kilograms of grapes t( 
produce_just one kilogram of dried vine fruit. 
Think of the concentrated goodness Australian 
Dried Fruits supply. And taste sultanas for their 
nutritional benefits of dietary fibre, potassium, 
small quantities of the B complex vitamins, some 
iron and a sprinkling of other minerals. 

100 grams of sultanas contributes 1065 
kilojoules (255 calories) and 7 grams of dietary 
fibre. 

Sultanas are harvested early in the year, around 
mid February and are either dipped in or sprayed 
with a solution to aid drying and enhance their 
golden colour. The sultana grape is a vigorous 
variety with light green leaves and seedless oval 
berries. They grow in Sunraysia, the heart of the 
vine fruits growing area which links three States 
by encompassing a corner of Victoria, South 
Australia and New South Wales. 

The Australian production of sultanas is 67924 
tonnes annually and Australian consumption is 
25808 tonnes. 

CURRANT 
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T
he sun that dries the harvest of Australian 
fruit is naturally associated with.vitalitr, and 
that very quality blesses Australian Dned 

Fruits. If ever you may hesitate over the price of 
the sun dried variety of Australian fruit with all its 
lasting benefits, calculate the amount of fresh 
fruit which has been dried to deliver this bounty. 

It takes no less than six kilograms of apricots to 
produce one kilogram of dried apricots. 

Apricots for drying are picked at a certain 
degree of ripeness, They are halved and stoned 
then placed in wooden trays whkh are dampened 
and stacked. The trays are placed in the sun for 
the drying process. 

Note the splendid nutritional benefits of 
Australian Dried Apricots. They are an excellent 
source of Vitamin A (from carotene}, dietary 
fibre and potassium. Also a good source ofiron 
plus a selection of other minerals and vitamins. 
100 grams of dried apricots contributes 775 
kilojoules (or 185 calories) and 24 grams of 
dietary fibre. 

Look at this comparison. 50 grams of dried 
apricots has as much iron as 200 grams of lamb 
and offers some of the B complex vitamins. 

Every handful of Australian Dried Apricots is 
packed with health. 

The Australian production of apricots is 
2928 tonnes annually. 

JRAJSKN 

D:AGEN PlLUM 

P
raise the prune. Such a good source of 
dietary fibre to help keep the body regular, 
as well as Vitamin A (from carotene) and 

potassium. Prunes also provide other vitamins 
and minerals in a rewarding supply. 

I 00 grams of prunes has 685 kilqjoules 
(translated as 165 calories) and 16 grams of 
dietary fibre. 

Think about this scale of benefits. Six average 
sized prunes provide 15% of the Vitamin A 
required daily. As well as that necessary fibre and 
plant cellulose for roughage. 

How does the prune get all its wrinkles? Prunes 
come from the D'agen variety of plum. These are 
usually shaken from the trees by mechanical 
shakers that grip the tree trunk and vibrate the 
fruit into catching sheets. The plums are then 
washed and placed in dehydrators to dry in a blast 
of hot air lasting from fourteen to twenty-four 
hours. The loss of so much moisture creates the 
prune's wrinkled appearance. 

The versatile prune- another of your friends in 
dried fruits. 

The Australian production of prunes annually is 
3300 tonnes. 

Th.e attractive illustr:a.tlons 
featured on this page are 
available on quality plal)!llllats 
and drink coasters at tile 
A•b .. F.A. Sales Centre, 33 
Deakin Avenue, Mildura and 
selected Packing House 
Kiosks. 

Drink Coasters 
$6.95 

PlaceiTJ~ts 
$'16.95 
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DATE WITH VINELEAF EQUIPMENT 

Enquire at: 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LID. 
IRYMPLE, 24 5704 MERBEIN, 25 23114 ROBINV ALE, 26 39114 
AURORA PACKING CO. PTY. LTD. 
RED CLIFFS, 24 2102 MERBE1N, 25 2402 
COOMEALLA PACKERS PTY. LTD. 
OARETON, 27 .j(,O(, 

THE VINELEAF GROUP 
SARNIA PACKING PTY. LTD. 
MILDURA, 23 0017 
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