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-~~r::::;:::::::::::;:::;:::::::::::;::::::~:~:::::::::;:;:;:;:;:;:;:::::::::;:;:;:;~ll\ From the Chairman 
:;:; DRIED fRUITS NEWS ;:;: last month's Federal Council highlighted im-
.;;:; ;:;: mediate and longer-term difficulties for the dried 
·:;:; ;:;; fruits industry. 
:;:; Official Journal of ;:;; Dried Tree Fruits, Prunes and Currant growers 
;:;:; The Australian Dried ;:;; avoid the most serious problems as they are not 
;:;:; Fruits Association ;:;; substantially dependent on export markets. 
::;:; Volume NS 1 0 ;:;: It is essential that any increase in production 
:;;;; Number 5 ;:;; does not create a dependence on poor return 

:111! July, 
1983

· \l~l mar~~:rt from cost pressures common to all 
:;:;: :;:; Australian industries, imports from cheap labour 
:;:;: :;:; countries are seen as the only serious threat to 
;:;: CONTENTS :;:; viability for these crops in the short term. 
;~;~ Editorial · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · page 2 ~;~; Any growth of imports will be vigorously oppos-
:;:; Rural Adjustment and Assistant .. page 3 :;:; ed by the Board of Management. 
:;:; Retirmentof F. H. Gill. · · · · · · · · · · ·page 3 ~;~; Sultana and Raisin producers face more serious 
:;:; 1983 Dried Apricot Competition . page 3 :;:; problems. 
:;:; Board of Management :;:; Slower and smaller returns since the 1980 peak 
:;:; Report · · · · pages 4 • 5 · 6 • 7 • 8 • 9 :;:; have demonstrated the need for a predictable cash 1 

:;:; Appendices 1 and 2 to :;:;flow, and for payment of the major portion of the anticipated return from a season within 12 months. 
:;:; Board Report · · · · · · · · · pages 9• 10 ? The Board of Management has pursued this objective with both Federal Governments in the past 
~;~; Dried Fruits Industry Outline ::~;year. The A.D.F.A. proposal for end of season financing of undelivered stocks has now been approv-
;:;; of Issues · · · · · · · · · · pages 10, 11 ;:;; ed by Treasury- but for the 1982 crop only. 
;:;; Equalisation · · · · · · · · · · page 1 2 ;:;; This decision announced by Mr Kerin during Federal Council is too late to be of real value for 
;:;; Prunes Industry Conference .... page 12 ;:;; 1982 payments. 
;:;; Report of the NFF · · · · · · · page 13 ;:;; In spite of its limited value, the Board will seek its implementation so as to set in place the ad-
;:;; Recipes · · · · · · · · · · pages 14• 15 ;:;: ministrative procedures for Australian Dried Fruits Corporation financing in the future. 
;:;; ;:;: Other initiat:ves aimed at alternative financing of crop payments are being processed, and in-
;:;; COVER ;:;; elude the Board's attempt to seek amendment of the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation Act to allow it 
;:;; ;:;; to borrow on all dried fruit offered to it, instead of the export component only. 
;:;: The Retiring Chairman, Frank Gill , con- ;:;; Sunraysia packers are also currently assessing grower preference for three differing payment 
;~;~ gratulates Henry Tankard on his election { systems, and will pursue alternative financing arrangements with their bankers when the results are 
;:;; as Chairman of the Board of Management. ;:;: known. 
;~;~ ;~;~ The majority of Sunraysia's dried Vine Fruit growers are presently in a secure financial position in 
:;:; :;:; spite of increased costs and reduced prices in the past two years. 
:;:; BOARD OF } This was revealed in an analysis of growers' viability at a conference of bankers convened by the 
:;:; MANAGEMENT :;:; Board in the week following Council. After further consultation with accountants, and officers from 
:::: Grower Members: t the Rural Finance Commission and the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, it can be 
:;:; HENRY TANKARD, Nichols Point, v· :;:;demonstrated that there is a great range in growers' viability- from profitability to poverty. 
:;:; IC . , :;:; The survey, although not complete, has revealed valuable insights into this subject. 
:;:; BgB~~AAD, Bindoon, W.A. :;:; Growers in a sound financial position are likely to be experienced growers on properties larger 
:;:; :;:; than 20 acres, producing above-average crops by employing efficient farm practices. 
:;:; VIN BYRNES, Coomealla, N.S.W. :;:; Some growers with highly developed smaller properties are also in a sound position. 
·• VIC DOLENEC, Red Cliffs, Vic. .. 
~;~ PETER MaciNTOSH, Aobinvale , Vic. ;:;; New entrants to the industry from 1980, when property values inflated and interest rates raced 
;:;: ARTHUR PACKER, Barmera, S.A. ;:;; upwards, are the most seriously affected. This is especially so where the initial equity in the property 
;:;; COLIN ROY, Renmark, S.A. ;:;:was low. 
;:;; :;:; Properties of 20 acres or less, with limited renewal and average production, are incapable of 
;~;~ Packer Members ::~; debt repayment and family support without significant off-farm income. 
:;:; BOB HORSBURGH, Vic. ;:;: Some larger properties in need of renewal are also unviable with present costs and returns, but 
:;:; MICHAEL LUCEY, Vic .. ;:;: have a capacity to achieve it with appropriate financing and re-development plans. 
;:;: ~;: The purpose of this analysis is to determine the principal reasons for the range of viability of 
~~~~ Agents' Representatives ;~;~growers, and to quantify the numbers of growers in each category. 
:;:; BILL ROOD, Vic. :;:; Measurement and classification are the first steps to determining whether the solutions to these 
:;:; ROBIN WOOD, SA. ;:;: problems are best tackled by: 
~~; ;~;~ • agriculturists • financiers • social welfare or a mix of all three. 

;:;: } The A.D.F.A. will use this information in its discussions with Governments in the near future. 
~m t It will also be valuable in demonstrating the immediate need for adjustment mechanisms to the 
:;;;: GENERAL SECRETARY ;:;: I.A.C. Inquiry into Aural Adjustment commencing this month. 
:;:;: IAN THORN ;:;: Some of the difficulties faced by sections of this industry were predicted during the I.A. C. Inquiry 
:;:; ;:;: in 1976. 
:;:;: HEAD OFFICE ~;; Two American crop failures, four years apart, relieved the need to adjust and become more effi-
:;:;: 31 Deakin Avenue, Mildura. ;:;: cient. 
:;~;: P.O. Box 1142, Mildura, 3500. ;~;~ This industry cannot continue to rely on the misfortune of others. There will only be a surviving 
;:;:; Telephone (050) 23 517 4 . :;:; dried fruits industry in Australia if we tackle initiatives for reduced export dependence and efficient 
:;:;: ;:;: on-farm production. :t ( These efforts must include: 
:;:;: ;:;; • maximising sales to our higher return markets; 
:;:;: ;:;; • seeking appropriate adjustment methods which achieve efficient production of the dried 
::::: Wholly set up and printed at :;:; fruits which can be sold profitably; 
::~:: Sunraysia Daily, :;:;: • catering for those growers unable to achieve profitability within the industry. 
;~;~; t: This is a challenging task which the Board of Management is tackling with simultaneous initiatives 
. . 22 Deakin Avenue, Mildura. -· :;:;: ;:;:; -some advanced - some just begun. I plan to report on progress. 

~:;::::::::::;:;:::;:;:;:;:::::;:::::::;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:::::;:;:;:;:;:::;:;:::::~: ::;;: Henry Tankard, Chairman, Board of Management. 

2--July, 1983 DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



,I.\. HORTlCULTURA( 
r~ ~ 0 

"' m 
t~:~:~:~:~:~:~:}~:~:~tftt~~tt:~:~:tff??fi}~t:~:~:~:~:}~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~~tf~t~~t?tt:tttttfN~:Jtt? f RETIREMENT 0 F 
The f8C8flt down-tlln in the retllns for dried V"/116 Fnits on export 1Miks18 '-p/IJctJd IIIIIIIY "OWBIS AN K G I L L, 0. 8. E. 
in 8 precllrious financial position. The BOMtl of M8llllfJBITI8flt is :rf:piCBI!IIId with this .m.tion. tn1 :t. rank Gill was elected to the Committee of the 
has raislld ths mattsr with ths FsdsnJI Govsrnmt1nt and ths Go 'l1ltfl1l8 of Ntwv.south Walls..~. R Cliffs Branch of the A.D.F.A. in May 1958, 
toria and South AustrtJ/ia. arid joined the Growers' Conciliation and Labour 

The A.O.F.A. also proposss to make 8 Stlbmission to ths Industries Assistllnctl Commission Inquiry in
to Rural Adjustment 

The Rural AssistNit:e BOMtl in New South W* (contBct the S16tr1 &nit) tnJ the Rural Al:sis1Mc8 
Bnlnch in South Austnllia (confllct the IJsptJrtmsnt qf Agticu/tunJJ lllso offsr 6imltlr typtJs of 
BSSistsncs 8S pt111 of the Commonwealth Runi Adjustmsnt SchsmtL 

Rural Adjustment and Assistance 
Dear Mr Gill , 
During our meeting of 25th May, 1983, you brought to our attention the details of the problems 

being experienced by the dried fruit industry in general and growers in particular. 
You pointed out that lower prices and slow payment for fruit had caused many growers severe 

financial problems. to the extent that loan repayments and even living expenses were becoming very 
difficult to find. 

You asked us to define the role that the Commission might play in assisting growers through this 
difficult period and this letter is the confirmation of the information that we gave you at that time. 

In general, we can offer several forms of assistance under the Rural Adjustment Scheme, which 
was designed to assist people reliant for their livelihood on primary production. 

This assistance takes two major directions - assisting primary producers with good long term 
prospects to stay in the industry and assisting those without prospects to leave the industry with 
some alleviation to their personal distress if they are in necessitous circumstances. 

For those with prospects but immediate cash or credit problems. we can help by: 
• refinancing debts down to a manageable level of repayment. 
• financing Farm Build-up to a more viable size, by amalgamating with adjoining blocks, par

ticularly those that have no reasonable prospects of success. 
• making Farm Improvement loans to increase the property's productivity without necessarily 

increasing its size. 
In addition to these general assistance measures, we are also aware that the Hail Damage Loans 

of 1977 are coming up for review this year and you indicated that some growers are concerned 
about possible higher interest rates. 

In fact, the majority of growers who have adhered to the repayment arrangements, will clear their 
loans in July this year. Those who have co-operated, for example, and are only one instalment or part 
thereof behind can expect tolerance from the Commission. Those who have not indicated any real 
willingness to meet their commitments cannot expect the same consideration. Each case will be dealt 
with on its merits and some can expect interest rates on arrears to rise. 

Some growers as well as receiving carry-on loans, also received loans to restore capital struc
tures such as drying racks damaged in the storm. Priority of repayment for such cases has been for 
the carry-on loan element with interest only being paid on the loan for structures. Repayment of the 
loans for structures will generally commence in July with the interest rate being brought closer to 
commercial rates. We would expect to be able to hold the interest rate to, say, 10% per annum, 
always assuming repayment record is satisfactory in the individual case. 

Officers of the Rural Finance Commission have been in touch with a number of growers who 
have outstanding Hail Damage Loans and generally we believe satisfactory arrangements can be 
made with those who have made genuine efforts to meet their agreements. 

For those growers whose long term prospects are not good and whose financial problems are 
causing hardship to themselves and their families, we can: 

• advance money for Household Support where the grower is deciding to adjust out of the in
dustry. 

• assist neighbouring growers to purchase the block under the Farm Build-up provisions of the 
Scheme. 

• assist in attaining a fair market price to the outgoing grower. 
• in cases where no buyer is found, the Commission may, in certain circumstances, buy the 

block, at a fair market price, for later amalgamation or sale. 
I should stress that all applicants are considered individually on their merits. 
We will continue to monitor the situation and remain available for further discussions at any time 

as the situation develops. 

I. K. Morton, 
Chairman. 

DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

League later in the same year. As well as conti
nuing to hold these positions until this year, he 
has served a term as President of both the Red 
Cliffs Branch and Sunraysia District Council. 

He was elected as a grower representative to 
the Board of Management in 1965, and became 
Chairman in 1970. In 1980, he was awarded 
the Order of the British Empire for his services to 
viticulture. 

Frank Gill has set a high standard for the next 
Chairman of the Board, with his ability to get the 
best contribution from all members, his feel for 
politics. his empathy with growers, and his ability 
to understand problems at the grass roots level. 

Frank was respected for his honesty and his 
ability to mix freely with people at all levels. He 
achieved the respect of people in parliamentary 
and public service circles, and this achievement 
was of enormous benefit to the industry. 

Major achievements during Frank's chairing of 
the Board are: statutory equalisation; the suc
cessive stabilisation schemes leading to the pre
sent production underwriting arrangement; 
establishment of the Australian Dried Fruits Cor
poration; the statutory Dried Fruits Research 
Committee; the commercial hail insurance 
scheme; the rationalisation of promotion by 
passing responsibility to the marketing agents; 
and the move of the A.D.F.A. Head Office to 
Mildura. 

Industry representatives at Federal Council 
paid tribute to Frank's contribution and leader
ship over the years. On behalf of Federal Coun
cil and the industry, George Black and Russell 
Mead presented him with a china cabinet, in 
recognition of his outstanding service. 

1983 DRIED 
APRICOT COMPETITION 
Trophies were presented to the winners ot the 

1983 Dried Apricots Competition during the 
course of the A.D. F. A. State Conference held in 
Renmark recently. Mr. T. C. Miller, Chairman of 
the South Australian Dried Fruits Board an
nounced the results of the Competition and Mr 
Frank Gill, Chairman of the A.D.F.A. Board of 
Management presented the trophies. 

The competition is aimed at encouraging the 
Industry's growers to produce apricots of a 
higher quality. A judging panel, supervised by Mr 
Murray Bickmore from the Department of 
Primary Industry, distinguished the entries by 
reference to the following facets; uniformity of 
color. maturity, quality and texture, cut and 
freedom from defects such as skin blemishes 
and foreign matter. 

The winning entry was produced by P. J. and 
J. Conrick of Blanchetown and entered by 
Angas Park Fruit Co. Pty. Ltd. of Angaston. The 
S02 level of this entry was some 2460 ppm. 

Second place was awarded to F. J. and J. M. 
Matthews of Berri. The fruit was entered by the 
Berri Co-operative Packing Union and had a S02 
level of 3740 ppm. 

The entry of R. M. and D. A. McDonald of 
Waikerie, the third placegetters, contained a 
S02 level of 3090 ppm. Angas Park Fruit Co. 
Pty. Ltd. was again responsible for selecting the 
entry. 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL 1983 BOARD OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 
INTRODUCTION 

1 . 1 The 1983 Vine Fruit harvest saw a larger than average produc· 
tion of $ultanas, which are mainly of good quality. Rain during the 
harvesting and drying period caused some darkening of fruit. 

1 .2 Currant production was of good quality, but of low quantity 
which is very disappointing, as it follows the largest Currant crop for 10 
years which had been readily sold. 

1 .3 A significantly reduced tonnage of Raisins is expected because 
of heavy intake by wineries of these multi-purpose varieties. The com· 
bination of new crop, plus carry-in will still provide difficulties in 
marketing. 

1 .4 The upsurge in interest in the production of table grapes does 
not greatly affect the volume of grapes received as dried fruit, but it must 
be recognised as being beneficial to the local economy by providing high 
retums to growers and increased employment through its labour inten· 
sive practices. 

1.5 Receivals from Tree Fruit crops are higher than average, with 
fruit of reasonably good quality. 

1 .6 The Prune harvest realised ample fruit to meet Australian 
needs, but was marred by the predominance of small sizes of fruit. 

PRODUCTION 
2.1 Estimated production of grade fruit as at 30.4.83 for Season 

1983, compared with the three previous seasons, is: 

Currants 
Sultanas 

~ 

Natural Sultanas 
Raisins 

1980 
Tonnes 

6,017 
82,887 

248 
6,324 

791 
81 

115 
2,324 

1981 
Tonnes 
3,912 

49,489 
187 

3,913 
1,078 

103 
106 

2,990* 

1982 
Tonnes 

6,933 
76,866* 

224 
8,397* 

875 
86 

120 
1,023. 

1983** 
Tonnes 

4,330 
69,867 

175 
4,415 
1,393 

129 
Apricots 
Peaches 
Pears 
Prones (P/Weight) 

155 
2,841 

• Not final - estimate only 

2.2 There must be added to the above production figures a carry-in 
of 11,929 tonnes of Sultanas, 3,686 tonnes of Raisins, and 409 tonnes 
of Prunes. After allowance for domestic consumption, there will be some 
61,000 tonnes of Sultanas for export, compared to the export commit· 
ments for the year ended February 28, 1983 of 52,577 tonnes. 

2.3 The following three graphs show total A.D.F.A. production and 
the amount sold on both Australian and export markets, on the basis of 
the season of production, and should not be confused with annual 
deliveries. 
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2.4 Total intake of all varieties of grapes by wineries for Season 
1982 was 500,293 tonnes, being 27,184 tonnes above the Season 
1981 intake of 473,109 tonnes. 

2.5 Intake by ·wineries of drying variety grapes in Season 1982, 
was in line with the 5-year average of intake. 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Gordos 
Walthams 

1982 
Tonnes 

211 
51 ,042 
64,153 

2,762 

118,168 

MARKETING 
Sales 

5-year 
Average 
Tonnes 

189 
55,152 
62,242 

2,744 

120,327 

3.1 Australian sales on a seasonal basis, as admitted into final ad· 
justment, for the past four seasons have been: 

Currants 
Sultanas# 
Raisins 

1979 1980 1981 1982 
Tonnes 

3,580 
19,165 
3,279 

26,024 

Tonnes 
4,037 

23,538 
3,962 

31,537 

• Estimates as at 28.2.83 
# Includes 40 gram packs 

Tonnes 
3,418 

20,304 
3,398 

Tonnes 
4,504* 

13,447* 
2,676* 

27,120 20,627 * 
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These figures relate to total sales from a season's production, which 
may extend over 18 months or more and may not give a true indication of 
a year's sales. 

3.2 For a period of 12 months to February 28 each year, com
parative Dried Vine Fruit deliveries within Australia are: 

Currants 
Sultanas• 
Raisins 

28.2.1980 
4,046 

18,482 
3,015 

25,543 

Year Ended 
28.2.1981 28.2.1982 

4 ,005 3,503, 
20,030 19,437 

3,170 3,414 

27,205 26,354 

• Includes 40 gram packs 
, 1982 low crop = low sales 

28.2.1983 
4,341 

18,807 
3,152 

26,442 

3.3 The deliveries of Sultanas shown 
deliveries of Sultanas in 40 gram packs: 

include the following 

28.2.1981 
799 

Year Ended 
28.2.1 982 

800 
28.2.1983 

711 
Natural Sultanas are recorded separately, and are not included in any 

previous reference to Sultanas. Deliveries of Natural Sultanas in the 
years ending February 1981 , 1982 and 1983 were: 

28.2.1981 
144 

Year Ended 
28.2.1982 

124 
28.2.1983 

142 
3.4 Season 1982 final adjustments for all varieties have not yet 

been completed. Commitments as at 30.4.83 are: 
(Tonnes) Currants Sultanas 

Australia (includes 40 gram 
packs) 
United Kingdom 
Continent 
Canada 
New Zealand 
Japan 
Other 
Uncommitted 

4,502 

70 
1,232 

584 
87 

455 

6,930 

22,210 
5,379 

22,872 
12,081 
3,665 
3,105 
6,268 

627 

76,207 

Raisins 

4,893 
985 

494 
551 
553 

83 
748 

8,307 

3.5 Allocations for Vine Fruits Season 1983 lor A.D.F.A. fruit 
(including 1982 carry-in) have been set by the A.D.F.A. and the 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation at: 

(Tonnes) Currants 
Australia 
U.K. & Ireland 
Continent (Malta & Israel) 
Canada 
New Zealand 
Japan 
Other 
Reserve 

3,787 

200 
400 

10 

Sultanas 
20,542 

5,910 
21 ' 130 
11 ,820 

4,430 
2,960 
7,680 
7,499 

Raisins 
3,686 

986 

395 
592 
493 

99 
1,580 

3.6 Tree Fruits and Prunes. Sales of Tree Fruits have con
tinued to be quite -good, with all of Apricots, Peaches and Pears being 
finalised within the year of production. An additional17.3 tonnes of dried 
Apricots were imported to maintain the Anchor brand of consumer 
packs.Sales of Prunes have been relatively constant, but stocks have 
declined with the small crop of the 1982 Season. 
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Seasonal Basis 
3. 7 Australian sales for the last four seasons have been: 

(Tonnes) Season Season Season Season 
1979 1980 1981 1982 

Apricots 896 718 898 875 
Peaches 73 55 67 54 
Pears 30 45 60 23 
Prunes 4,361 2,128 2,518* 893* . unsold stock remains 

3.8 The above figures relate to the sales from a season's production, 
and for Tree Fruits, give a good indication of the year's sales. 

However, substantial amounts of Prunes are carried in each season. 
Sales and deliveries of Prunes are as follows: 

Year Ended 
February 

1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 

AUSTRALIA 
Sales 

(Tonnes) 
3,122 
2,334 
2,337 
2,399 

Deliveries 
(Tonnes) 

2,710 
2,663 
2,459 
2,446 

3.9 No allocations have been made for the export of Tree Fruits. 
Sales of Prunes have been restricted to New Zealand, Pacific, and West 
Indies markets only. 

3.10 The relationship between Prune production and sales is 
depicted in the following graph: 
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3. 11 Realisations 1981 Season. F. o. B. realisations to 
packing companies per packed tonne on Season 1 981 production are as 
follows: (these are average before deduction Gf packers' costs and 
charges and conversion to sweatbox weights.) 

1981 
(Tonnes) Base Australia Export Average 

Grade 
Currants 4-crown 1 '183 1,238 1 '190 
Sultanas 3-crown 1 ' 168 1 ' 1 02 1 '125 
Raisins average 1,029 814 966 
Apricots average 4,326 4,342 4 ,328 
Peaches average 2,830 2,054 2,561 
Pears average 2,521 1,830 2,221 
Prunes • FL 1,608 . Estimate only 
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3.12 Realisations 1982 Season. 
1982 

(Tonnea) Base Australia Export Average 
Grade 

Currants• 4-crown 1,332 900 1,180 
Sultanas• 3-crown 1,346 878 1,004 
Raisins• average 1,340 690 
Apricots FL 4,803 4,633 4,770 
Peaches standard 1,920 1,522 1,772 
Pears FL 3,010 2,511 2,606 
Prunes* FL 1,808 . Estimate only 

The market for Sultanas and Raisins has been de-stabilised by world
wide over-production and Greece's entry into the E.E.C., and the conse
Quent restrictions on the sale of fruit to E.E.C. countries by non
members. 

However, it is not expected that any contribution will be made to the 
income of dried fruit growers by the operation of the Dried Sultanas Pro
duction Underwriting Act at its present support level of 90% of the three 
year average of returns. 

PRICES 

Australia 
3.13 Sultanas for the Australian market were increased in price by 

12.5% for the new season's crop. Sultanas carried over from the 
previous season will continue to sell at the price set for 1982. It is hoped 
that this 12Yz% differential will assist clearance of this fruit. · 

Currants were increased in price to bring them to parity with 
Sultanas, being an increase of slightly more than 12.5%. 

Increases in stocks of Raisins continue to be a problem, and the 
price of seeded Raisins was increased by 5% and ·will be sold at one 
price, regardless of the season of production. 

The price of Fancy Extra Large dried Apricots was increased by 15% 
for new season's crop over the ruling September 1982 price. Six per· 
cent was taken on all other grades, which represented a 12.5% increase 
over the beginning 1982 Season price. A further 4% increase was taken 
on May 9, with the possibility of an additional increase of 3% in 
September. 

The price for Fancy Extra Large dried Peaches was increased by 
15% for new Season 1983 fruit, with an increase on other grades being 
in line-with the Consumer Price Index of 12.3%. Stocks and sales as at 
June are to be examined to determine whether a further increase is war· 
ranted. 

The price of Fancy Extra Large Pears was increased by 12.5%, and 
all other grades by 1 0% for all new season's fruit. 

Prune prices were increased by 3% in October 1982, and by a fur
ther 6% in April 1983 for all Prunes, regardless of the season of produc· 
tion. 

3. 14 40 gram Sultana packets. Fruit for this special pack 
was increased by an amount equal to the 1983 Australian price increase, 
plus 5% of the differential between it and the Australian price, making a 
total increase of $230 per tonne, the price for 1983 being $1,330 per 
tonne, which will give a return well in excess of any export market. 

Export 
3. 1 5 While Australia receives a premium from some markets for the 

supply of better grades of fruit, the world market generally dictates the 
price which Australia can obtain for its export Vine Fruits. Export prices 
have been, and inthe foreseeable future will be, less than desirable from 
the growers' point of view. The Minimum Import Price for dried Vine 
Fruits introduced by the E. E. C. does not apply to Greek producers, and 
therefore provides a definite marketing advantage to the Greeks. 

3.16 The price for dried Apricots for supply to New Zealand was in
creased by 6%, with all other export·markets being required to return the 
same F.O.B. as the Australian market. 

3.17 The price of both Peaches and Pears for the New Zealand 
market was increased by 1 0% . Other export markets were considered to 
be at risk, and prices were not increased but are to be closely monitored, 
with the aim of Increasing the price where possible. 

3. 18 No increase in the price of Prunes for export markets was 
taken, subject to the investigation by a member of the Prunes Committee 
of the New Zealand market. 
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General 
3. 19 Marketing Agents. For the 1983 Season, the 

marketing of Vine and Tree Fruits will be as follows: 

lrymple Packing Pty. Ltd. 
Mildura Co-operative Fruit 
Co. Ltd. 
Rivergrowers Co-operative Umited 
Waikerie Co-op. Producers Ltd. 

Robinvale Producers Co-op. Co. Ltd. 
Berri Co-op. Packing Union Ltd. 
Barmera Co-op. Packing 
Co. Ltd. 
Cadell Fruit Packers Ltd. 
K.M. Fruit Packing Society Ltd. 

Angaston Fruitgrowers' 
Co-op. Society Ltd. 

Western Australia 

Australian Dried 
Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd 

G. Wood Son & Co. 
Pty. Ltd. 

Murray River 
Wholesale Co-op. Ltd. 

Swan Settlers' 
Co-op. Assoc. Ltd. 

These Agents will contribute to the distribution surcharge fund, and 
wlll make adjustments to maintain equalisation. 

The final adjustment of the 1 982 Apricot, Peach and Pear pools has 
been successfully concluded, with final adjustments on Vine Fruits to be 
calculated by the A.D.F.A. in parallel with the statutory equalisation 
scheme. 

There have also been changes in the Agents for the marketing of 
Prunes. Mauri Bros. & Thomson have withdrawn from Prune marketing, 
and have been replaced by Southern Packers (Aust.) Pty. Ltd., represen
ting Griffith Producers, J. C. Granger & Sons, and the Young District Pro· 
ducers Co-op. G. Wood Son continues to represent the S.A. Prune
Growers' Association, and Ernest Hall and Sons represent themselves. 
Letona Foods have withdrawn from the A.D.F.A., effective from March 1, 
1983. 

3.20 The Prune equalisation account 1979 Season is still yet to be 
finalised because of the insolvency of Letona Foods, which has a con
siderable debt to the pool. Legal advice has been sought as to the liability 
of Letona Foods. Final adjustment for 1980 has been completed, and 
1982 is underway, with Letona participating in both these pools. The 
1981 Season Prune pool is still outstanding, as considerable quantities 
of fruit remain unsold. 

3.21 Import Statistics lor the 9 months to March 1983: 
12 months 12 months 12 months 9 months 
1979/1980 1980/1981 1981/1982 1982/1983 

Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes 
VIne Fruita 0.356 0.846 0.210 0.083 

Apricots 
South Africa 27.500 
Turkey 36.987 16.181 22.813 108.963 
U.S.A. 19.051 134.492 0.030 0.018 
Other 8.618 2.363 1.453 7.994 

64.656 153.036 24.296 144.475 

Prunes 
U.S.A. 100.701 125.021 351.563 425.669 
Other 10.744 17.498 20.019 23.962 

111.445 142.519 371.581 449.631 

3.22 Tar{fj. The following tariffs apply to the import of dried fruits. 

Vine Fruits 

Tree Fruits 
Prunes 

7% ad valorem 
plus $0.08 per kg 
10% ad valorem 
1 0% ad valorem 

With the intensified marketing of dried Tree Fruits of South African 
origin within Australia, at prices considerably less than those at which the 
locai product can be economically provided, the A.D.F.A. has requested 
the Federal Government to increase the protection available. 
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PROCESSING 
4.1 Inspection System. As a result of industry requests for 

revision of the system of inspection for dried fruits. the Department of 
Primary Industry has produced a discussion paper in regard to the likely 
form for future inspection. 

4.2 Vine Fruits Grade Standards. Tolerances for the in· 
elusion of capstems and stalks in packed Vine Fruits have been increas
ed at the request of the A.D.F.A., so as to minimise re-processing which 
has a damaging effect on fruit. Provisions in the dried fruit regulations re
quiring the compulsory washing down of processing machinery have also 
been relaxed on an interim basis, to promote industry efficiency without 
fear of any health risk. 

4.3 Prunes. The Prunes Committee has recommended that the 
classification of Prunes be amended so that Prunes falling within the 
45/ 70 count may be marketed as Large. 

FARM MANAGEMENT 
5.1 Dried Vine Fruit Monitor Farm Study. The se

cond annual Monitor Farm Study has been prepared by the Department 
of Agriculture (Mildura). 

5.2 Dipping Oils. The Production Problems Committee has 
conducted a field study into the effectiveness of the new commercially
produced vegetable-based dipping oil. 

5.3 Irrigation. Representations have been made to and 
answered by the Federal Government, the relevant State Governments, 
and the Public Bodies Review Committee of Victoria, in relation to the 
need for improvement in the public and private sectors of the irrigation 
supply network, and a reduction in tariff costs for electricity used in pum
ping of irrigation water. 

RESEARCH 
6.1 Statutory Research Fund. Reserves in the Statutory 

Research Committee Trust Account at October 31 , 1982 were 
$334,640.45. Expenditure is matched by the Commonwealth Govern
ment on a dollar for dollar basis. 

At the meeting of the Committee on December 6, 1982, the follow
ing research projects were referred to the Minister for Primary Industry, 
and subsequently approved by him: 

Continuing Projects 
CSIRO 
Treatment of Waste Water from Processing of Dried 
Vine Fruits 

Department of Agriculture, N.S.W. 
Optimising Techniques for Irrigation Management and 
Salinity Control in Grapevines 

Department of Agriculture, South Australia 
Improvement of Apricot Cultivars 
Trellis Culture of Apricots 
A Soil Management and Soil Structure Survey for Dried 
Fruits 
Improving Apricot Sulphuring 

University of Sydney 
Studies on the Propagation of Own-rooted Prunes 

Department of Agriculture, Victoria 
Control of Parasitic Nematodes on Grapevines 
Adaptation of New Technology in Spray Application to 
Spraying of Sultana Vines 
Capital Investments to Increase Productivity 
The Effects of Heat Treatment and Viruses on Yie!d of 
Grapevines 
Evaluation of Cultural Practices and Rootstocks for 
Carina Grapevine 
Biological Control of Emex spp. 
Rootstocks, Spacing and Trellis for Gordo in a Nema
tode Infested Replant Situation· 
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$ 

31,250 

29,450 

450 
1,300 

2,000 
1,714 

10,508 

21,443 

13,200 
8,600 

8,480 

8,150 
7,500 

7,480 

Evaluation Undervine and Overhead Sprinkler Irrigation 
on the Yield and Uptake of Sodium Chloride by Three 
Varietiesof~ape~nes 
The Distribution and Control of ~ape Phylloxera 

Waite Agricultural Research Institute 
Adaptation of the Link Trellis for Dried Sultanas 

New Projects 

CSIRO 
Prevention of Mouldy Flavour Development in Exported 
Dried Fruit 
Development of New Drying Varieties by Hybridization 
(succeeds similar project funded until30.6 .83) 

Department of Agriculture, New South Wales 
Prune Rust - Development of a Practical Disease 
Management System 

Department of Agriculture, South Australia 
A Parametric Budgeting Study of the Economics of Dry
ing Major Vine and Tree Fruits Based on Several Case 
Study Farms 
Printing of Tree Fruit Drying Bulletin 

Development of Agriculture, Victoria 
Development of a Mechanised System of Sultana Pro
duction 
Host Specificity Studies on Mlcrothrix inconspicuella 
for Biological Control of Emex spp. 
Quality Factors in Production and Processing of Dried 
Vine Fruits 

Department of Agriculture, Western Australia 
Dried Fruit Clonal Selection and Irrigation Trial 

TOTAL 

The Levy for Season 1982 was: 
Dried Vine Fruit 
Dried Tree Fruit 
Prunes 

$1 . 00 per tonne 
$5.00 per tonne 
$2.50 per tonne 

6,361 
1,200 

1,200 

160,286 

27,960 

61,304 

27,228 

1,770 
2,500 

6,800 

13,600 

7,850 

6,800 

155,812 

$316,098 

Cammittee. The composition of the Committee is: 

Department of Primary Industry Mr W. J. Byrne (Chairman) 

The Australian Dried Fruits 
Association 

Packers of Dried Fruit 

Australian Agricultural Council 

CSIRO 

Secretary 

Mr F. H. Gill, O.B.E. (replaced by P. 
J. Macintosh from 1 .6.83) 
Mr V. L. Byrnes 
Mr H. M. Tankard 
MrC. L. Roy 

Mr A. G Horsburgh 
Mr. M. MeN Lucey 

Dr J. W. Meagher (Department of 
Ag., Vic.) 
Mr A. Seberry (Department of Ag. , 
N.S.W.) 
Mr W. B. Harris (Department of Ag., 
S.A.) 

Mr D. McBean (Division of Food 
Research) 

Mr G. Greet, D.P.I. 
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INDUSTRY ECONOMY 
7. 1 Crop Finance. The Board has vigorously pursued the ob

ject of improving the cash flow to growers by the implementation of a 
scheme of crop finance involving a Government guarantee to the 
Reserve Bank to provide advances against the unsold stock of 1982 
dried Sultanas carried into the 1 983 harvest. 

See Appendix 2 for a full report in this regard. 
The Board has also carried out investigations into other means of re

organising the system of financing presently arranged by packers for the 
benefit of growers. Discussions with the Australian Wheat Board reveal· 
ed no scheme of finance which could be applied to the dried fruits in
dustry. 

lr>quiries were then made to two of the major trading banks involved 
in the dried fruits industry, in relation to a scheme of guaranteed over
drafts which each grower could operate to meet his own financial needs. 
Bankers are wary of any changes to the present system of finance, which 
has stabilised the industry and stood it in good stead for many years, but 
investigations are continuing. 

7.2 Underwriting. The Dried Sultanas Production Underwri
ting Act provides for a minimum guaranteed return of 90% of the three 
year average of returns for Seasons 1982, 1983 and 1984. Support 
under the scheme will not be available until final sales are made and thus 
the average return calculated. From present estimates, it is unlikely that 
the Government will provide any direct financial assistance in relation' to 
the Season 1982 production of Sultanas. 

The Board vigorously pursued the increase of the support rate from 
90% for the 1982, 1983 and 1984 seasons, to a rate for all seasons of 
95% which presently only applies to the 1985 and 1986 seasons. 
Representations to the Uberal Government received the response that 
an increase in the support level would only be' achieved by placing a max
imum dollar limit on the level of support which would be available. The 
Board did not believe that limiting the scheme in this manner would be to 
the advantage of the industry, but has revived the issue with the present 
Government. 

7.3 Equalisation. Statutory equalisation under the Dried Vine 
Fruits Equalization Act 1978 was implemented for the first year on the 
production of Vine Fruits from the 1982 Season. A levy based on the 
asse~ed difference in return from Australian and export markets was set 
at: 

Currants $432 per tonne 
Sultanas $492 per tonne 
Raisins $520 per tonne 

The A.D.F.A. and the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation who ad
minister the scheme recognise that minor amendments s~ould be sought 
to the legislation, and it has been agreed that a joint meeting of these two 
bodies shall be held after the finalisation of the 1982 Currant equalisation 
trust account, to prepare recommendations to Government. 

Statutory equalisation will also operate on the 1983 Season, the rate 
of levy recommended by the Corporation being: 

Currants $570 per tonne 
Sultanas $650 per tonne 
Raisins pending 

7.4 Hail Insurance. The A.D.F.A. Hail Insurance Scheme 
was again successfully conducted for the 1983 Season. The insurers 
recognised the low claims in recent years by providing an additional half 
million dollars' cover premium free. 

Mr H. M. Tankard acted as the scheme co-ordinator for the 1982 
Season, with other members of the Hail Insurance Committee being: F. 
H. Gill, A. B. Johnstone, A. W. Milne, and A. Stevens. 

The scheme has now been in operation for five seasons, details be· 

ing: Acres 

1978/79 
1979/80 
1980/81 
1981/82 
1982/83 

Cost Covered 
$ 9.25 per acre 32,883 
$ 9.50 per acre 37,403 
$10.00 per acre 39,900 
$12.00 per acre 38,753 
$12.50 per acre 36,434 

Claims 
$379,252 

61,280 
1,732.50 

300 
1,383.75 

Grower support for the scheme aHowed the purchase of $3.4 million 
cover, which brought the total cover to $3.9 million. Hail was reported in 
the Robinvale, Tresco, Pomona and Darling View districts, with only one 
property recording a loss greater than the 20% excess. 
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For the purposes of compensation, the value of production for 
Season 1984 has been set at $1 ,400 per acre. After allowing for the 
20% excess to be borne by the grower, this will provide a wipe-out cover 
of $1 ' 120 per acre. 

ADMINISTRATION 
8.1 State Boards. The Board is pleased to report that closer 

working relationships were established with the Dried Fruits Boards and 
the Consultative Committee. Amendments to the Dried Vine Fruits Pack
ing Regulations were achieved by the co-operation of the A.D.F.A. and 
the State Boards, to the benefit of the whole industry. 

8.2 National Farmers' Federation. The A.D.F.A. has 
continued its link with the National Farmers' Federation as a joint 
associate member with the Australian Canning Fruitgrowers' Association. 
The N.F.F. was the only primary industry association invited to contribute 
to the National Economic Summit, and as a member, the A.D.F.A. was 
able to contribute to the N.F.F. submission. The A.D.F.A. has also con
tributed to various other N.F.F. initiatives. 

8 .3 Branch Representation- Federal Council. In 
accordance with the Resolution of Federal Council 1975, Branch ton
nages on a five-year average up to and including Season 1982 have 
been calculated, and Branches with more than one representative show: 

Branch 
Tonnage Representation 

Coomealla 8,135.4 4 
Merbein 12,846.8 4 
Mildura 21,106.0 4 
Red Cliffs 13,644.2 4 
Robinvale 9. 775.0 4 

This represents an increase in representation for Coomealla by one 
delegate. 

8 .4 Premises. The move of the A.D.F.A. Head Office to Mildura 
has been completed, with the occupation of the new premises in Deakin 
Avenue, which provides for the joint housing of the administration, shop 
and industry promotion, and meeting facilities. 

The new premises were opened by the President of the National 
Farmers' Federation, Mr Michael Davidson, at a small official function. 

The Board believes that greater working efficiency, together with 
greater co-ordination between staff and Board members, have been 
achieved by the move to Mildura. 

Food Advisory Services, formerly the Home Economics Department, 
continues to operate from the A.D.F.A.'s Melbourne office. Ar
rangements have been made to let the vaqant space brought about by 
the move of the administration section. 

GENERAL 
9.1 Staff. The Board would like to record its appreciation to both 

its executive and secretarial staff, for their service during the past year. 

9.2 Press. We are again indebted to Mr George Tilley, Editor of 
the "Sunraysia Daily" for the continuing assistance he gives to the dried 
fruits industry. 

9.3 Auditor. The firm of Harris Taylor & Co. has changed its 
name to G. A. Rowse & Co. and continues as auditors to the Association. 

9.4 Government. The Board records its appreciation of the ef
forts of the officers of the Department of Primary IndustrY, the State 
Departments of Agriculture , the C.S.I.R.O., the Australian Dried Fruits 
Corporation, and the various State Boards. The Board also 
acknowledges the assistance of the local Members of Parliament in main
taining close liaison with Government. 

9 .5 Obituary- R. W. Tiller, J.P. It is with regret that the 
Board records the passing, on September 24, 1982, of Mr Roy Tiller, 
who represented South Australian growers on the Board of Management 
since 1967. As well as being a grower, Roy was Chairman of Cadell Fruit 
Packers ltd., and so brought a wealth of understanding of the South 
Australian situation to the Board. 
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The vacancy caused by Roy's death will be filled at the election for 
Board members at this meeting of Federal Council. The Board thanks Mr 
Allan Chapple, Chairman of the South Australian State Conference, for 
his attendance at Board meetings as an observer while Mr Tiller's vacan· 
cy has remained unfilled. 

year, he has served a term as President of both the Red Cliffs Branch and 
of Sunraysia District Council. Frank was elected as a grower represen
tative to the Board of Management in 1965, and became Chairman in 
1970. In 1980 he was awarded the Order of the British Empire for his 
services to viticulture. 

9.6 Appointment of Deputy Chairman. With the im· 
pending retirement of Frank Gill as Chairman of the Board of Manage· 
ment, and as acknowledgement of the increased workload required from 
the Chairman. the Board appointed Mr Henry Tankard as Deputy Chair
man. The Board wishes to thank Mr Tankard for his outstanding contribu
tion in this role. 

Frank Gill has set a high standard for the next Chairman of the Board 
with his ability to get the best contribution from all members, his feel for 
politics, and his empathy with growers. 

Major achievements during Frank's chairing of the Board are: 
statutory equalisation; the successive stabilisation schemes leading to 
the present production underwriting arrangement, establishment of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation; the commercial hail insurance 
scheme; the rationalisation of promotion by passing responsibility to the 
marketing agents; and the move of the A.D.F.A. Head Office to Mildura. 

9. 7 Retirement of Mr F. H. Gill, O.B.E. Frank Gill was 
elected to the Committee of the Red Cliffs Branch of the A.D.F.A. in May 
1 958, and joined the Growers' Conciliation and Labour League later in 
the same year. As well as continuing to hold these positions until this 

The Board thanks Frank for his contribution and leadership over the 
years, and wishes him well in his retirement. 

Appendix 1 
to 

Board of Management Report 
Agents: Grower Equity 

The recent breakdown in the single agency 
agreement between A.D.F.A. Agents has no 
single reason behind it. Each party concerned, 
whether it be packer or agent, appears to have 
at least one reason unique to its situation as 
justification for its stand. 

The resulting areas of concern to A.D.F.A. 
members are, therefore, diverse. 

( 1) the value of the return to the grower; 
(2) the timing of returns to growers; 
(3) physical handling of the carry·over; 
(4) access to carry-over; 
(5) means of access to export markets; 
(6) price-cutting; 
(7) mis-use of promotional funds; 
(8) service of markets; 
(9) protection of merchandising operations; 
(1 0) continued survial of existing business en· 

lilies. 
The Board of Management has met many 

times, both formally and informally, and either 
alone or with packers/agents in a continuous ef· 
fort, ranging over many months, to attempt to 
resolve the differences between the A.D.F.A. 
Agents and the packers they represent. Many 
man-hours have been spent seeking solutions, 
compromises, mechanisms to provide equality 
and analyses of the situation, as it is now, and as 
it may be if particular measures were taken. 

Both factions have looked to the A.D. F. A. for a 
solution to the present conflict situation, but 
each has been unable to offer any suggestion 
acceptable to the other. 

All members involved, whether they be packer 
or agent, have reiterated their strong support for 
the principles of the A.D.F.A. 

The Board's major concern was, as it must be, 
the welfare of the grower. The A.D.F.A. is 
unable to interfere in areas of private competi· 
lion, whether it be packer merchandising or 
agent consumer packet pricing. 

The A.D.F.A. does represent grower equity. 
This equity appeared at risk, so the Board 
directed the implementation of the following 
measures, aimed at securing the needs of the 
grower. 

( 1 ) introduction of the distribution surcharge, 
to equalise freight costs within Australia; 

(2) a dedication of at least Y.o/o of the promo
tional allowance to media advertising, to ensure 
growth in per capita consumption; 
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(3) equitable financing of Food Advisory Ser
vices on a tonnage handled basis; 

(4) A.D.F.A. investigation of expenditure of 
promotional levy; 

(5) A.D.F.A. final adjustments. 
Two other major proposals by the Board aimed 

at maintaining an equitable cash flow to the 
growers in both marketing groups were rejected 
by one or both parties. The interim adjustment 
proposed by the Board was an attempt to pro
vide equality of cash flow to the two Agents, and 
to the packers and growers those Agents serve. 
Interim adjustments have been conducted 
previously in the industry, not for the purpose of 
equalising cash flow, but rather for the adjusting 
of over and under-sales on markets with differing 
returns. This adjustment of market returns is now 
catered for by statutory equalisation, with its col· 
lection and return of levy. Thus, the proposed in· 
terim adjustment conflicted with precedent in 
both the purpose of interim adjustments and the 
principle of competition between packers on ef
ficiency and timing of return aspects. The single 
industry pool for returns from sales, and under 
the control of the A.D.F.A., as a replacement for 
the two independent pools conducted by the 
Agents, was also rejected. 

The real fear arising from the split in Agents 
was that growers would receive a lesser return, 
and that different growers would receive une
qual returns. To date, neither of these fears has 
been realised. 

Most growers will be aware of the strong com
petition which has been taking place, particularly 
in regard to the price of consumer packets of 
dried fruits. However, the A.D.F.A. does not set 
the price of consumer packets, as it is precluded 
from doing so by Trade Practices legislation. Tl:le 
A.D.F.A. does control the price of bulk fruit used 
in the packaging of consumer packets. There is 
no evidence to suggest that the proper return is 
not being made on this fruit, and consequently 
the appropriate return in Nne with A.O.F.A. rules 
and principles, is being made to A.D.F.A. 
growers. 

The competition for the consumer packet 
market, which is reflected in the pricing of con
sumer packets, will undoubtedly affect the profit 
of the packeter/agent involved. This area of pro
fit is beyond the control of the A.D.F.A., as it is 
derived from the method of disposal of the fruit 
after the first bulk sale. This reduction in profit 
may lead to the reduction in the rebate which 
has been available to many growers as a form of 
profit sharing on agent and packeting opera
tions. 

Statutory equalisation, as implemented for the 
first time on the 1982 Season of production, 

was designed and is expected to provide an 
equity of return by both A.D.F.A. and non 
A.D.F.A. agents. In this, the introductory period, 
which may give rise to "teething" problems, ar· 
rangements have also been made for the 
A.D.F.A. final adjustment system of equalisation 
to be conducted in parallel with the statutory 
equalisation. 

The strength and continuing effectiveness of 
the A.D.F.A. arises from its range of member· 
ship. Joint meetings of growers, packers and 
agents at regular intervals, as provided by the 
Board of Management, allow many industry pro
blems to be sensibly and quickly resolved. While 
there have been continuing conflict and com
petition between Agents within the marketplace, 
both packers and Agents have continued to 
work together through the A.D.F.A. in other 
areas of mutual concern, e.g. inspection costs 
and systems, and trade practices submissions. 
in other areas of mutual concern, e.g. inspection 
costs and systems, and trade practices submis· 
sions. 

The export of dried fruit has also been an area 
of dissension amongst the A.D.F.A.'s marketing 
agents. The major concerns have been the ap· 
proval of agents for certain markets by the 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation, and the ac· 
counting for currency fluctuations in the return 
from certain export markets. The Corporation 
has continued with its policy of maintaining a 
single agent in most export markets, while con· 
dueling a trial multi-agent system in the United 
Kingdom. The currency exchange factor has 
been resolved to the satisfaction of the Corpora· 
tion. A proposal for profit sharing through capital 
commitment by all agents to single export agents 
in selected countries was not acceptable to all 
parties. The Corporation, both through its 
Board's decisions, and conferences between 
the agents, convened by the Corporation's 
Chairman, Mr Barr, have been aimed at resolving 
the differences between the agents, while main· 
taining Australia's strong standing in international 
markets. 

The Board of Management remains concerned 
at the dissent between its major Agents, and will 
continue its efforts to resolve these differences 
by providing a medium in which effective com
munication between these parties, packers and 
growers, can be maintained. The whole Board 
remains dedicated to the maximising of equitable 
returns to all growers, and seeks a reconciliation 
of the Agents and the packers they represent in 
the near future. 

F. H. Gill, O.B.E. 
Chairman, 

Board of Management. 
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Appandx 2 
to 

Board of 
Malllgllll8nt Report 

Crop Finance: Dried Sultanas 
The initiative for a scheme of crop finance us

ing the powers of the Australian Dried Fruits Cor
poration was that of Mr Vin Byrnes, member of 
the Board of Management, and was approved in 
principle at Federal Council, 1982. 

The aim of the proposal, as it was initially for
mulated in July 1 982, was to provide an improv
ed cash flow to growers during the harvest 
period, when growers face high labour costs. 
Special concern was held for the 1 983 harvest 
cash requirements, because of the likelihood of 
an extremely large quantity of unsold dried 
Sultanas at that time. Early estimates place the 
unsold quantity of dried Sultanas in February 
1983 as high as 25,000 tonnes. (Fortunately, 
stocks eventuated to be considerably less). 

Interest rates were also very high at the time 
these estimates were formed, and therefore, it 
was seen as necessary to provide the cheapest 
form of finance possible. The Rural Credits 
Department of the Reserve Bank was identified 
as providing this type of finance to primary in
dustries at rates consistently below the com~er
cial lending rate. 

Neither the A.D.F.A. nor the industry as a 
whole meets the eligibility requirements of the 
Reserve Bank. However, the Australian Dried 

Fruits Corporation has within its constituting Act, 
the power to take control of fruit for the purpose 
of gaining finance. 

The basic mechanism proposed by the 
A.D.F.A. relied upon the Corporation taking 
"control" of unsold 1982 dried Sultanas, and 
raising funds against this stock through the 
Reserve Bank. 

Initial discussions with the Reserve Bank in
dicated that a Government guarantee would be 
necessary before the Bank would become in
volved. A guarantee of this nature would indem
nify the Reserve Bank against losses, should 
returns be insufficient to meet the debt incurred, 
and would only be issued by the Treasurer on 
the recommendation of the Minister for Primary 
Industry. 

A comprehensive proposal was prepared by 
the A.D.F.A. and approved by the A.D.F.C. , who 
submitted it to both the Department of Primary 
Industry and the Reserve Bank. 

Legal and constitutional objections to this in
itial proposal led to the A.D.F.A. revising the 
scheme of operation, and a further detailed sub
mission was provil:led to the Corporation, who 
re-submitted it to the Department of Primary In
dustry. 

In response, the D.P.I. prepared a discussion 
paper on the form of a scheme most likely to be 
accepted by the Government of the day, in rela
tion to both the guarantee and the loan from the 
Reserve Bank. 

On the basis of this discussion paper, the 
A.D.F.A. and A.D.F.C. jointly prepared a final 
submission. It is believed that this submission 

was to be accepted by the Department of 
Primary Industry, and a recommendation made 
to the Treasury by the former Minister for 
Primary Industry, Mr Nixon. Unfortunately, an 
election was called prior to this recommendation 
being finalised , and the matter of the Govern
ment guarantee was held over until the new 
Government was established. 

During the period of negotiations and finalisa
tion of the format of the scheme, the Corporation 
sought legal advice as to its powers in this area, 
and to the form of contracts between parties to 
the operation of the scheme. The A.D.F.A. 
directly participated in these conferences. 

The Corporation also sought expert advice as 
to stock control by packers and agents. Again, 
the A.D.F.A. was a participant in the conduct of 
these investigations. 

The A.D.F.A. has vigorously pursued im
plementation of the Dried Sultana Crop Finance 
Scheme, at the earliest possible time, through 
personal representation to the Reserve Bank, 
the Department of Primary Industry, the 
Ministers for Primary Industry, and Members of 
Parliament; also by telephone, telex and written 
correspondence. 

The Board believes the dried fruits industry will 
benefit from a scheme of Reserve Bank finance, 
and is seeking a plan which can be implemented 
from year to year as required. 

F. H. GILL, O.B.E., 
Chairman, 

Board of Management. 

A .... tion fr1111 the A.D.F.A. recently met with the Minister for Pmlary Industry, Mr Kerin, and the Ministers for Agriculture from New South 
W.. _. V"ICtoril, Mears. Hllllm _. Kant 

While the meeting was brief, a fll1har meeting with Mr Karin Ia been promised. 
The nmters niled n contained in the folowing paper wlich was presented to the Ministers: 

Dried Fruits Industry Outline of Issues 
Background 

The dried fruits industry comprises in the main 
some 4,500 family units operating on the basis 
of either original soldier settlement blocks or 
multiples of these blocks. 

Dried Vine Fruits account for nearly 80% of 
the value of production. The dried Vine Fruits in
dustry is subject to highly variable crops, with 
the potential for variation from the long-term 
average, both up and down, by as much as 
35%. The industry is also categorised by highly 
variable returns over its 80 years of existence. 

1980 was a year of high returns, quick sales, 
and a large crop. 

1 983 will also bring a large crop, but returns 
will be at least 30% lower than 1980, and are 
likely to be paid over a protracted period, with in
terest on advance payments eroding the value to 
the grower. 

The dried Vine Fruits industry is highly export 
orientated, with traditional and major markets in 
the European Economic Community. Policies 
subsequent to Greece's entry to the E.E.C. 
have restricted Australian access. Other 
markets are limited and extremely price con
scious. 

The Bureau of Agricultural Economics has 
estimated that on-farm inflation has been running 
at a rate of some 50% higher than that indicated 
by the general Consumer Price lnde>< 
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Low returns and high costs have placed great 
financial strain on many growers. The extent of 
their concern is shown by the public demonstra
tions of January this year, and the formation of 
the Sunraysia Fruit Growers' Information Group. 
The recession in the industry has been par
ticularly felt by those growers who are either 
new entrants to the industry, especially where 
they have a low equity in the land they operate, 
and those who operate on an inefficient scale. 
The A.D.F.A. estimates that a single grower us
ing modern technology may be considered to be 
under-employed on any area less than 25 acres. 
Growers who fall into both these categories, by 
having recently purchased high priced small 
areas of land, are even more badly affected, and 
may suffer the further disadvantage of not having 
the necessary experience to operate efficiently 
and upgrade their properties so as to become 
more financially viable. 

Rural Adjustment 
The growers who fall within these categories 

can only be consolidated on the land by: 
(a) an increase in returns- as the industry is 

export orientated, this is beyond both the 
A.D.F.A. and the Government; 

(b) a debt reconstruction programme which 
will consolidate debts and extend their 
period for payment; 

(c) a scheme of rationalisation which will 
allow graceful retirement of insolvent 
growers with some return on capital. At 
the same time, aggregation of properties 
should be encouraged to reduce the in
cidence of the under-employed grower, 
and to create a property size which can 
afford an area out of production, while 
reconstruction with improved plantings 
and techniques is carried out. 

Reports are regularly received of growers who 
have a negative equity in their property after 
making payments to financial institutions for a 
period of 2-3 years. Reports are also received of 
growers whose interest payments exceed their 
net profit from production. 

Improvements in the timing of cash flows will 
not assist this category of grower. Even if the 
total return was available at the time of harvest, 
their commitments would exceed that return . 

Reserve Bank 
The growers in this severe financial plight 

represent a minority, but the general class of 
growers has still been greatly affected by the 
present recession. The effect of lower prices, 
slower sales and high inflation has meant that 
growers have been extremely short of cash to 
meet critical periods such as harvest, when 
large amounts of casual labour are required. 
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The purpose of the Government guarantee 
and loan from the Rural Credits Department, as 
initiated by the A.D.F.A. and sought through the 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation, is to provide 
a high cash inflow to growers at harvest time, 
against equity in undelivered fruit still held in 
stock from the previous harvest. 

The industry views the provision of Reserve 
Bank finance not as a once-only assistance, but 
as a long-term support system which should be 
available for operation as required. Within this 
context, implementation of finance based on the 
1982 stock holdings is an important precedent 
for the 1983 Season and for future years. 

Imports 
Reports have been received from both the 

marketing Agents for the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association and the single agenVpacker who is 
not a member of the A.D.F.A., in regard to the in
tensity of marketing within Australia of South 
African dried fruit. 

The South Africans are offering considerable 
reductions when compared to the price of 
Australian dried fruit. 

Bulk 
Apricots Fancy 
Medium 
Peaches Fancy 
large 
Pears Fancy 
Large 
Fruit Salad 
Fruit Medley 

Per 
Kg.ADFA 

12.5kg $58.00$4.64$5.67 

12.5kg $42.00$3.36$3.78-

12.5kg $41 .70$3.34$4.42 
12.5kg $44.87$3.59 
12.5kg $58.32$4.67 

It is also reported that the same supplier can 
offer an unseeded Raisin. This is at a time when 
Australia holds approximately 3, 700 tonnes of 
Raisins from the 1982 season, with a harvest 
presently progressing of a further 5,000 tonnes. 
Of this total supply of 8 ,700 tonnes, only 6,000 
tonnes are readily marketable. 

The South African presence is a new one in 
the Australian market, but reportedly already has 
sales of some $350,000, and claims to have a 
single contract of $500,000 to a major user, 
and is reported to be seeking sales in Australia 
of some $4 million per annum. 

Total Australian dried Tree Fruits sales to all 
markets approximate only some $1 5 million 
return to packers. 

The present 1 0% tariff appears inadequate to 
prevent South Africa from taking a large share of 
this limited market. 

The devaluation appears to have had no effect 
on the policy or prices of the South African im
porters. 

Control of Prices and Plantings 
The dried fruits industry is interlocked with the 

wine making industry, as grapes for drying are 
multi-purpose, with significant uptake by 
wineries. Of all the grapes under production in 
Australia, the Sultana variety is by far the most 
important, accounting for over 27% of all plan
tings. The dominant grape within the dried fruits 
industry is the Sultana, (85% of all Dried Vine 
Fruits) and approximately 1 0% of all winery in
take is Sultana grapes. 

Over a period of time, wineries have been 
steadily increasing their own plantings of grapes, 
so that they are now at the point where they con
trol approximately 30% of the required intake. 

Grape growers, both for dried fruits and wine 
grapes, believe that the wineries use this base to 
influence intake and prices to their own benefit. 
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Price control legislation varies from State to 
State, with South Australia controlling all 
varieties; New South Wales and Victoria control!· 
ing only Sultanas and Gordos; and with a further 
price regime in the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Area. 

The enforced pricing of multi-purpose grapes 
significantly above the price for many other 
varieties suitable for wine making creates grower 
interest in further planting of the already over
supplied multi-purpose varieties, and at the 
same time provides an incentive for wine-makers 
to use the cheaper alternative. 

If wineries do not take the multi-purpose 
grapes available, and their requirements flue· 
tuate widely, the grapes will be dried rather than 
being allowed to go to waste. Under the terms of 
the structure of the A.D.F.A., no restriction is 
placed on the intake of dried fruit, and each per
son supplying is guaranteed a return under the 
pooling arrangements. 

The distances between the Hunter Valley, 
M.I.A. , Robinvale, Sunraysia, Riverland and 
Barossa districts are not great, and the wineries 
play one area against another. 

There Is a glaring need for an all-Australia 
price legislation, a proposition which is also 
supported by the wine grape growers. 

The increase of wineries' own plantings has 
dramatically increased the pressure on the in· 
dependent growers to find an outlet for their 
grapes. There is limited capacity within the wine, 
table and drying industries for uptake of produc· 
lion. There is no restriction on entry to the. grape 
growing industry, and there is already produc· 
tion in excess of profitable outlets from the ex· 
isting area under cultivation. Further production 
can be expected as recent plantings reach full 
production. 

Registration of plantings will provide valued 
statistics on which the grape industries can base 
decisions. Grave doubts must be cast on the ac
curacy of the present Australian Bureau of 
Statistics figures because of the method of col
lection. 

Registration will also provide a basis for control 
of plantings, whereby no new or re-planting of 
restricted varieties would be permitted. Control 
of this nature will provide security of income to 
established growers. The Sunraysia, River1and 
and Barossa districts are heavily dependent on 
the grape industry, and without some form of 
control this industry may falter, bringing severe 
economic hardship not only to the growers 
themselves, but to the communities they sup
port. 

Other sections of the Australian grape growing 
industry may oppose a scheme of control of 
plantings, but their plight is not as serious as that 

of the dried fruits industry, which becomes the 
final recipient of many grapes which were unable 
to be placed for wine-making or table consump
tion. 

The traditional growers of dried fruits are forc
ed to share the market they have established 
and regularly serviced with a section of the 
grape growing industry which operates on a 
best-return principle, and often uses the dried 
fruits industry as a last resort. The dried fruits in
dustry is hampered in its plantings by these 
deliveries of unanticipated dried fruit production, 
much of which may be of inferior quality, yet 
these in-out growers share equally with the tradi
tional grower in the return from sales. 

This uncontrolled aspect makes the dried 
fruits industry almost unmanageable, and may 
ultimately lead to its failure. 

Underwriting 
The Dried Sultana Production Underwriting Act 

provides for a guaranteed minimum return for 
dried Sultanas. The guaranteed minimum is bas
ed on 90% of a three-year average of returns. 
Other horticultural industries receive a return 
based on 95% of a three-year average. The 
previous Government implemented the 90% 
return on the premise, now demonstrably false, 
that returns from both the 1 980 and 1 981 
Seasons would be unnaturally high, and would 
therefore distort the average. The last year has 
seen returns to growers fall by about 20%, yet 
the Underwriting Scheme provides no 
assistance to growers. 

The industry seeks amendment to the Scheme 
to allow for a support level of 95% for the 1982, 
1983 and 1984 seasons. For the 1985 and 
1986 seasons, the present scheme is in line 
with support granted to other industries, as it 
provides a 95% level. 

Equalisation 
The Equalisation Act 1978 was introduced 

operatively for the first time on the 1982 
Season. The Act seeks to provide an equitable 
return to all growers on dried Vine Fruits. The 
first-time operation of the scheme has brought to 
light some areas which should be clarified and 
streamlined. The industry, after consultation with 
the Department of Primary Industry, will be seek
ing minor amendments to the Act. However, it 
must be stressed that the industry believes that 
the statutory equalisation process must con
tinue. It is grossly inequitable to the majority of 
growers to allow individ~,;ai packers and agents 
to supply only the best markets to maintain their 
own profitability, at the expense of equitable 
returns to growers. 

Steam King 
MILDURA 

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SERVICE 

23-4128 
all hours 
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STATUTORY 
EQUALISATION 

Dried Vine Fruits 
Equalisation Act 1978 

The 1982 Sultana Equalisation Trust Fund hit 
its peak in January 1983, when it held 
$2,227,660. While this is a large amount, it 
represents only $27.53 on each of the 80,900 
tonnes participating in the payout. At May 31 , 
1983, the Trust Fund held $1 ,353,930, 
equivalent to $16.74 per tonne. 

It must be remembered that the $27.53 and 
$16. 7 4 per tonne quote above are not costs of 
the scheme. This money is not lost, merely 
deferred. The total amount of equalisation levy 
collected is returned to growers, and most 
growers will receive a greater final payment for 
1 982 season because of the operation of 
statutory equalisation. 

The equalisation scheme was developed by 
the A.D.F.A. to protect all dried Vine Fruits 

The biennial A.D.F.A. Prunes Industry Con
ference was held in Griffith on May 31 . The Con
ference was chaired by Mr. 0. Bugno, Chairman 
of the Griffith District Council of the A.D.F.A., 
the host branch. 

The Conference was opened by the Deputy 
Shire President of the Griffith Shire, and 
delegates attending were as follows: 

Griffith District Council: G. Ceccato, A. 
Delves, H. Delves, R. Duffel and D. Serafin. Grit· 
lith Producers Co-op. Co. Ltd.: K. Beecher and 
R. Biddle. Young District Producers Co-op. 
Society Ltd.: M. Berridge and R. Flynn. J. c.' 
Granger & Sons: D. Granger. Agents: K. Cheese 
and J. McGlinn (Southern Packers (Aust.) Ply. 
Ltd.) Young District Council : S. N. Brooke-Kelly, 
L. Cormack, B. Calloway, G. Elliot, L. Langlands, 
R. Martin, K. Edgerton, L. Wordsworth. Several 
other members were also present as observers, 
and the Department of Agriculture offices at Grif· 
fith, Leeton and Young were represented. 

The Chairman of the N.S.W. Dried Fruits 
Board, and Principal Horticulturist (Stonefruit). 
Department of Agriculture, Mr Rex Sweedman, 
spoke on "The Requirements and Standards for 
Marketing of Fresh Prune Plums on Local and 
Export Markets." 

Principal Research Scientist at the Biological 
and Chemical Research Institute, Dr P. F. Kable, 
brought the meeting up to date with his Prune 
rust management research and development 
programme, and advised of a new chemical 
which will cure or retard an infestation. 

This is the most serious disease of Prunes, 
and the chemical should prove very useful when 
it is registered for commercial use. 

Entomologist of Yanco Agricultural Research 
Institute, Mr E. L. Jones, spoke on the mite· 
caused disease of Rolled Leaf Condition in 
Prunes, and the ways it can be controlled. 

Spokesman for the Bringagee Action Commit· 
tee, Mr Bruce Barber, addressed the meeting on 
the concern the people in Griffith have to the 
establishment of a toxic waste incinerator at 
Bringagee Siding near Griffith. 
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growers, and formalises a voluntary system 
which had been in operation for more than 50 
years. 

The scheme equalises the returns from both 
export and domestic sales of all dried Vine Fruits 
produced in Australia. 

Without an industry commitment to equalisa
tion, marketing circumstances carried the in· 
herent risk of substantial diversions of fruit from 
export to the more attractive but limited 
Australian market, beyond the capacity of that 
market to absorb and still maintain a reasonable 
level of return to growers. 

If that happened, the likely end result would be 
a significant fall in overall return to the industry 
and a corresponding fall in grower income. 

The Association was concerned that the 
voluntary commitment to equalisation would not 
withstand a developing climate of competition 
between dried vine fruit packers in South 
Australia, where the one packing house not par
ticipating in voluntary equalisation was located. 

Because of this, the Association asked the 
Federal Government to secure equalisation by 
placing it on a statutory footing, and the measure 
was passed by Parliament in 1978. 

Prunes Industry 
Conference 

It was claimed that toxic pollutants would be 
carried by the prevailing winds over the food pro· 
viding areas of Griffith, and thus get into the 
human food c~ain, 

At the dinner in the evening, Mr Frank Gill , 
O.B.E., the Chairman of the A.D.F.A. Board of 
Management for the past 13 years, was 
presented with a silver tray with six crystal 
glasses in recognition of his services to the in· 
dustry, before his retirement. 

The major item considered by the Conference 
was the appointment of marketing consultants to 
conduct research into the marketing of Prunes in 
Australia. It was agreed to appoint Frank Small 
and Associates to conduct this important 
research. 

The Prunes Committee formed a sub· 
committee of Allan Delves and Noel Brooke· 
Kelly representing growers; Keith Cheese, 
representing agents; Ken Beecher (alternate 
Maurice Berridge) representing packers; with 
Miss Elaine Chambers and ian Thorn of the 
A .D.F.A. The sub-committee will provide 
background information and advice on the range 
of areas to be covered in the market survey 
questionnaire. 

Other motions passed at the Conference 
were: 

Toxic Waste Incinerator 

That this Prunes Cmiference, representing 
the Prunes industry, having heard an ad· 
dress by Mr Barber of the Bringagee Action 
Committee in regard to the pr(YJJOSed con· 
struction of a toxic waste incinerator at 
Bringagee, expresses its very deep cQ'1!.CeTn 
at the pr(YJJOSal. 
On the basis of the known facts, this Con· 
ference apposes the construction of the pro· 
posed plant. 

The Scheme was not required until 1982 
when the export return was substantially less 
than the domestic return. 

The Scheme operates by imposing an 
equalisation levy on each variety - currants, 
sultanas and raisins- marketed in Australia. The 
levy is the difference between the estimated 
domestic return and the estimated export return. 

Equalisation levies are collected by the 
Department of Primary Industry at the packing 
houses, and passed onto the Australian Dried 
Fruits Corporation which administers the 
Scheme. 

The Corporation holds the levies in a Dried 
Vine Fruits Equalisation Trust Fund and 
payments are made on the total production of 
each variety, whether sold by export or in 
Australia. As the fruit is packed and marketed, 
interim payments are made from the Fund on a 
monthly basis, and distributed to growers 
through the packing houses. 

As the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation ad· 
ministers the scheme, there are no administra
tion costs to be borne, and there is no deduction 
from the fund for administration or any other 
costs. All money collected is returned to 
growers. 

Plant Variety Rights 

That this Prunes Conference write to the 
Minister for Primary Industry, Mr Kerin, 
and call for the introduction of plant 
variety rights for the horticultural in· 
dustries, without further delay. 

Prunegrower Communication 

That the Department of Agriculture be ap· 
proached to submit articles for research 
and other useful iriformation, to the ADFA 
for publication, and that summaries of 
Prunes Committee meetings be also 
published in "The Australian Dried 
Fruits News". 

Prunes Cookbook 

That the A.D.F.A. consider producing a 
booklet of proven Prune recipes, in an at· 
tractive form, which also iriforms the 
reader of nutritional value of Prunes, 
growing iriformation, and other matters of 
interest. 

Ms Sarah Styles. from Frank Small & 
Associates, addressing the 1983 Prunes 
Industry Conference. 
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Report 
on the 

NFF 1982/83 
1982-83 has proved a major year for the Na

tional Farmers' Federation and a year that has 
demonstrated the importance for farmers of hav
ing a professional , non-Party aligned industry 
voice in Canberra. 

With the election in March this year of a Labor 
Federal Government, the NFF has been inten
sively involved in building positive relations with 
the new Government and studying and assess
ing the policy changes that have occurred and 
are likely to take place. 

Already, after a few months, the NFF reports a 
sound working relationship with Labor Ministers 
and staff in key areas. 

Drought 
1982-83 also has been noteworthy for the 

start of a major turn-around in the season. During 
1982 and early 1 983, the NFF was involved in 
securing additional Federal drought and in
itiatives from the Federal Government - in
itiatives that resulted in the commitment of over 
$350 million to farmers in fodder and interest 
rate subsidies. 

The Federation also was involved in suppor
ting State organisations on joint Federal-State 
drought aid provisions. 

The end of the financial year has seen drought 
turn to flood in many areas and drought aid turn 
to flood relief. However, the NFF has continued 
to press the Federal Government on the need to 
continue drought aid provisions at least 1 2 
months beyond the breaking of the drought to 
aid post-drought recovery in the 'lag' period 
before farmers receive income. 

Despite some flooding , the rains have been 
widely welcomed. 

Exchange Rates 
The NFF gained a major success in 1983 in 

adjustment to the Australian exchange rate. In a 
submission lodged with the new Federal 
Government the day following the election, the 
NFF called for an immediate devaluation of at 
least 7.5 percent, and thereafter for the dollar to 
'find its own level'. 

After extensive media coverage of the NFF's 
call, the Government announced a 1 0 percent 
devaluation on Monday, March 7 - the following 
day. Subsequent minor adjustments upwards 
have brought the net devaluation to around 7 .5 
percent. 

Economic Summit 
NFF president, Mr Michael Davidson, was a 

participant at the National Economic Summit 
Conference in April. Mr Davidson presented two 
addresses to the Summit and gained wide 
coverage and acceptance of the rural sector's 
views. 
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EPAC 
An important follow-on from the National 

Economic Summit Conference has been the 
establishment of an Economic Planning Advisory 
Council by the Prime Min1ster, Mr Hawke, to ad
vise the Federal Government on economic 
policy. 

NFF president, Mr Michael Davidson, has 
been confirmed as a member of the Council to 
represent rural industries. 

Farm Costs 
A major campaign of the NFF during 1982-83 

has been directed to reducing or stemming in
creases in farm input costs. Major activity has 
been directed in the areas of fertiliser, steel, 
vehicles and parts, grain harvesters and fuel. 

Grain Harvesters 
Examples of the Federation's work include a 

comprehensive submission lodged in conjunc
tion with State graingrower organisations and the 
Australian Wheatgrowers' Federation opposing 
amended By-Law provisions which increased 
imported grain harvester prices. The NFF has 
called for a bounty on locally-produced 
harvesters instead of a 15 per cent tariff on im
ported headers. 

Fertiliser 
In August, 1982, the Fertiliser Subsidy 

Amendment Bill was passed by the State after 
earlier deferrment and extensive lobbying by the 
NFF. The new Act meant the continuation of fer
tiliser subsidies and their extension to imports
worth an estimated $50 million a year to farmers 
using fertiliser. 

NFF also worked with member organisations 
to publish up-to-date price information on various 
types of fertiliser and encourage competitive 
pricing. 

Steel 
Major effort has been devoted to opposing in

creased protection to the steel industry, which 
the NFF points out would increase a wide range 
of farm input costs such as vehicles, fencing and 
building materials, machinery and parts. Each 
one per cent rise in steel prices, adds around $5 
million to farmers' costs, it has been estimated. 

Industrial Relations 
The NFF's Industrial Director represented the 

wool industry and worked in close co-operation 
with the Wool Council of Australia and State 
organisations during the wide combs shearers' 
strike and played a leading role in settlement of 
the dispute. 

The NFF also opposed an Australian Workers' 
Union application for a $39 a week wage . in
crease under the Federal Pastoral Award in 

1 982 and succeeded in having a 1982 Award 
increase of $22 a week with no further applica
tion before February, 1983. 

In early 1983, the NFF successfully sought 
application to have the AWU's c laim referred to a 
Full Bench hearing of the Commission to argue 
the principle of 'comparative wage justice'. Dur
ing this case, which is proceeding, the NFF is 
challenging the automatic flow-on of wage in
creases in one industry to other industries and 
arguing a principle of industry's 'ability to pay' as 
the major criterion for wage determination. 

Other major industrial representation by the 
NFF in 1982-83 involved supporting a continua
tion of live sheep exports, successfully oppos
ing a 36-hour week by a major fertiliser manufac
turer, representation in national wage case hear
ings, Federal Fruit Award hearings and wharf 
disputes in Western Australia. 

Shipping 
Action by the NFF in conjunction with the 

Australian Wheatgrowers' Federation in 
1982-83 resulted in the elimination of costly 
duplication in export inspection of grain vessels 
- saving graingrowers around $75 million a 
year. 

The NFF Shipping Committee also has carried 
out a major investigation into the costs to farmers 
of subsidised Australian National line services. 
At the 1983 NFF annual conference, Shipping 
Committee chairman, Mr Dick Lane, reported 
that ANL shipping services for phosphate rock to 
Australia were subsidised by farmers "to the 
tune of $16 million a year'' - around $73,000 a 
year for each seaman employed by ANL in the 
rock phosphate trade". 

International Representation 
The NFF represents Australian farmers in im

portant international forums such as the Interna
tional Federation of Agricultural Producers 
(IFAP) and in negotiations over Closer Economic 
Relations with New Zealand, the EEC and the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATI). 

NFF House 
A major project of the NFF nearing construc

tion stage in Canberra is the plan to build NFF 
House as a permanent farm sector headquarters 
in the national capital. The building is planned for 
opening in late 1984. 

Public Education-Communication 
The NFF has launched and continued for 

farmers a major national public education pro
gram to increase community awareness of the 
importance of agriculture in the national 
economy. Activity in this area includes school 
education material, a video film, literature and 
projects under the AGROW AUSTRALIA cam
paign as well as an expanded communication 
program to farmers and farm leaders. 

Wide Activity 
During 1982-83 the NFF has been active and 

continues to be active in a wide range of areas. 
Other issues involving major rep;esentation on 
behalf of farmers include: kangaroo control; the 
proposed importation of live exotic viruses; anti
dumping and countervailing duty claims; rural 
research and adjustment; and support to the 
commodity councils of NFF on specific industry 
issues. 
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It's great weather for bread making- the kitchen warm and cosy and coming out of the oven, a great bread. It ' s 
so good, you'll want to eat it hot from the oven, with the butter melting into each tempting slice. 

Try the following 'Rum and Raisin Bread' recipe- the rum and raisin combination will make this sweet bread a 
sure winner! 

RUM & RAISIN BREAD 
Here's what you need: 
1 y, cups Seeded Raisins 
2 tablespoons dark rum (or orange juice) 
3 cups wholemeal plain flour 
30g ( 1 oz) compressed yeast 
2 tablespoons sugar 
1 cup lukewarm milk 
2 eggs 
1 teaspoon mixed spice 
1 teaspoon salt 
Y• cup walnut pieces 
2 tablespoons mixed peel 
90g (3 oz) butter 
1 egg yolk. 

Here's what you do: 
Mix the raisins with the rum or orange juice 

and allow to stand for 2 hours. 
Sift the flour into a bowl, return husks from the 

sitter into the bowl. Make a well in the centre of 
the flour. Cream the yeast with one teaspoon of 
the sugar, and 2 tablespoons of lukewarm water. 
Add the remaining milk and pour into a well in the 
flour. Sprinkle over a little of the flour, cover with 
plastic wrap, and leave to stand in a warm place 
for 15 minutes, or until frothy. 

Add the remaining sugar, lightly beaten eggs, 
mixed spice, salt, chopped walnuts and mixed 
peel. Melt the butter over a low heat. Add to the 
dough. Mix to form a soft dough and knead for 5 
minutes until soft and elastic. Cover with the 
plastic wrap, and stand in a warm place for 30 
minutes or until doubled in size. Knead in the 
Raisin mixture, kneading for approximately 5 
minutes. Place in a lightly greased 25cm x 15cm 
( 1 0" x 6") loaf tin. Stand uncovered in a warm 
place for 30 minutes. Brush with the beaten egg 
yolk and cook in a moderately hot oven for 50 to 
60 minutes, or until the bread sounds hollow 
when tapped. 

Not a lot of people know that yeast is quite 
simple to work with . 

Yeast tends to be an ingredient that 
discourages many cooks, due to its reaction in 
cookery. It needn' t though, as once you under· 
stand what yeast actually is and hence how to 
treat it, there are few complications. 

Yeast is a single microcellular organism which, 
when provided with moisture, warmth and food. 
in the form of sugar, can be used as a natural 
raising agent. The yeast contains an enzyme 
(known as 'zymase') which converts invert sugar 
into alcohol and carbon dioxide. 

There are 3 different types of yeast available. 
The compressed and dried variety are most 
common. 

Compressed: 
Compressed yeast is composed of moist living 

cells pressed into a cake with a small amount of 
starch to act as a binder. II should be pale fawn 
in color, moist but not slimy, and should crumble 
when touched. The yeast should be placed in an 
airtight container under refrigeration . If stored in 
this manner. it will keep for 2-3 weeks. 

1 4--July, 1983 

Dried: 
Dried yeast is made from an active strain of 

natural yeast which is dried until it becomes 
granular and, when packed in a sealed con
tainer, is capable of keeping indefinitely. The 
packages, when opened, must be used within 3 
weeks. 1 tablespoon of dried yeast is the 
equivalent of 25g of compressed yeast. The 
reconstruction of dried yeast can be brought 
about by taking 125ml of warm liquid from the 
formula being used with the addition of 2 pin
ches of sugar and sprinkling the yeast on top. In 
approximately 1 0 minutes. the mixture will be 
frothy and ready to use. 

Liquid: 
Brewer's barm or 'thick' was the scum formed 

on top of beer during its manufacture. II was in 
general use until 1910, when distiller's yeast 
was introduced from Germany. 

Rules for success with yeast goods 
• The use of strong flours (those with h1gh 

gluten content). 
• Provision of the correct development condi

tions (warmth not heat, moisture and food). 
• The proper development of the gluten, thus 

ensuring the dough's capacity to expand to the 
fullest. 

Some common questions and answers relating 
to the techniques of Bread Making. 

Q . What is the yeast actually doing in there? 
A. It is coming to life from a dry, dormant state. 

This happens when it first contac ts moisture 
(when you add the yeast to the lukewarm water) . 



As the yeast awakens, it becomes hungry for 
starches and sugar. The addition of sweetener 
and flour assists the growth of yeast. As the 
yeast eats, it grows. It also gives off waste pro
ducts, one of which is carbon dioxide, a gas 
which accumulates in the dough. causing it to 
expand. This is the RISING. 

Yeast prefers human body temperature and 
w ill survive refrigeration . but it can' t survive bak
ing temperature. After the final proving, it dies in 
the heat of the oven. The loaf retains its shape 
because the developed gluten holds it up. 

a. What is gluten. anyway? 

A. Gluten is a group of proteins in the wheat 
kernel. It remains in wholewheat and in white 
flours alike, after the wheat is ground into flour. 

a. What is meant by a 'clearing dough' - a 
term often used in recipes? 

A. This refers to a dough which has been 
worked to a point where it tightens to such an 
extent that it pulls clear of the sides of the mixing 
container being used. 

DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

a. What does punching down accomplish? 

A. It interrupts the rising immediately. If the ris
ing isn't stopped in time, the elastic bands of 
gluten will break, and broken down gluten fibres 
can't be reunited. The result will be a coarse 
loaf. 

Punching down also expels waste products 
given off into the dough by the growing yeast. 
An accumulation of these could toxify the 
dough, giving it a sour flavour. 

a. Can co;npressed yeast be substituted for 
active dry yeast? 

A. Yes. One commerc1ally packed unit of the 
dry yeast (i.e. 1 tablespoon) is equivalent to 25g 
( 1 tablespoon) of compressed yeast. 

a. Can flour get stale? What is a good storage 
method? 

A. All flours can age, acquiring a stale flavour. 
Whole grain flours have oil in them, so they can 
become rancid. You can tell this by smelling it. 
Buy smaller quantities more frequently. Store 
whole grain flours in a cool, dry place, such as 
the refrigerator. The brown paper bag, believe it 
or not. is one of the best flour-storage con
tainers. II is slightly porous and keeps the flour 
fresh by allowing it to breathe. Wrap the paper 
bag loosely in a plastic bag, to keep it dry. 

a . What are the best-bread pans made of? 

A. Heavy, dark, tinned steel. Thin. lightweight 
metal pans (like aluminium) can cause scorched 
outsides and underbaked insides, so try to avoid 
them. Cast iron cookware works well. Pyrex is 
also good, but glass holds heat more efficiently 
than other materials, so set your oven approx
imately 15°C (25°F) lower for glass pans. 

a_ Which ingredients help the dough nse? 
Which ones slow it down? 

A. Dough "Helpers" 
(a) Eggs are agents to rising, especially when 

beaten first. They also make the bread richer and 
hipher in protein. 

(b) The correct amount of sweetener is also an 
agent to rising, as it feeds the yeast. Too much 
sweetener, however, retards rising (the yeast 
over eats and gets lazy). This is why, in 
sweeter breads and coffee cakes, a larger pro
portion of yeast is used; it accommodates the 
extra sugar. 

(c) Warming is an agent to rising, too. The 
warmer your kitchen, the more your dough will 
rise. You also contribute your own warmth 
through your hands as you knead. 

Dough "Retarders " 

(a) Salt is a retarder, because it interferes 
metabolically with the yeast. 

(b) Oil (or butter) is a retarder, because it 
lubricat~s the strands of gluten, making it more 
difficult for them to adhere together. 

Although they are retarders, salt and oil (or 
butter) are necessary, respectively, for flavour 
and tenderness. To prevent their being a 
hinderance, exclude them from the sponge 
stage, and add them later as part of the mix. This 
gives the sponge an unencumbered head-start 
rise by itself, before other things get added. 

Cold is a retarder- if your kitchen is chilly, the 
rise will take longer. 

a. Where is the best place for dough to rise? 

A. The best rising temperature is human body 
temperature. Half fill the kitchen sink with hot tap 
water. Place a cake cooling rack over the top of 
the sink. Place the bowl on the rack and cover 
with a dry tea towel. Add additional hot tap water 
to ensure that steam continues to rise from the 
water. DO NOT allow the bowl to come in con
tact with the hot water. 

FOR SALE 

VINES & CITRUS 
MATERIALS 

Contact: 

SUNNYCLIFF NURSERIES 
For all: 

CITRUS TREES 
VINE ROOTLINGS 
GRAFTED ROOTSTOCKS 

Also CONTRACT PROPAGATION can be 
arranged for your: 

Green or Hardwood 
cuttings 

Bench grafted rootstocks 
Citrus trees 

For orders or details write: 

P.O. Box 369, lrymple, Vic., 3498. 
Or phone (050) 24 5459. 

A.H. (050) 24 5500. 
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Vine Growers 
Improve yields at lower costs with superior irrigation 

equipment from Vine leaf Stores. --
Ein-Tal Undervine 
Sprinkler Systems 

fltEIN·TAL 
lrrometer Model R 

The lrrometer tells when 
and how much to irrigate! RAINTREE 

UNDERTREE 
SPRINKLER 
SYSTEMS FILTOMAT 

I' 

FILTERS 

To Vineleaf Stores 

The simple clean water solution automatic t 11tration for 
drip, trickle and spray at a fraction of the price of equivalent 
sand filters. 

P.O. Box 19, lrymple, Victoria, 3498. Mr/Mrs/Miss ... .... . .......... . ... ... .. . ..... . . . . 

Please send me more information on ... 

0 FILTOMATFILTERS 

0 EIN-TALSPRINKLERS 

0 IRROMETERS 

0 RAINTREE SPRINKLERS 

Address . ...... . ... .. .. . ... .. .. .. ... ... ... ..... . 

Postcode .... .. .. .. .. . . . Phone . . .. . ... . . ....... . 

APPLICATION 

0 Vines 
0 Citrus 
0 Other 

0 Representative to call 
0 Furtherlnformaticn 
0 School Project 
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