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The Amending Closer Settlement Act In Victoria By 
"Observer" 

Farmers all over Australia have suffered from 
the fall in prices of primary product.s, and 
particularly those producers who purchasd 
land in the good years at high prices just prior 
to the slump. The Government purchased 
improved land at high prices just after the 
war period, and also made liberal advances 
available to settlers taking up Crown lands, 
and carried on a bold policy of assisting dis
charged soldiers and others to take up land. 
There is no doubt. whatever that the result 
of this policy has been of great value to the 
State and Conlmonwealth; but if the indivi
dual farmer, settled under these State Acts, is 
to succeed himself, some relief from the high 
capital and interest charge is necessary. 

A good deal has been said in the various 
States about the Justice Pike scheme, the 
Home Maintenance area, revaluations, etc., 
but the amendment to the Closer Settlement 
Act passed by the Victorian Parliament in 
December, 19 3 2, is indeed of interest to «II 
settlers who are settled under a Stare Land 
Settlement scheme. In passing, it appears 
anomalous that the Commonwealth Govern
ment made available funds to the States for 
the settlement of soldiers, and that the settlers 
in each State are working under different Acts 
and conditions. 

UNDER ONE AUTHORITY 
The amended Act provides for a Closer 

Settlement Commission of five members to 
carry out the provisions of the Closer Set
tlement Acts. Prior to this, in Victoria the 
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission 
administered the Acts for all settlers in the 
irrigation districts, and the Closer Settle
ment Board did likewise in the "dry" areas. 
All settlers now come under the control of 
one authority. 

The sections in Act 4091 most important 
to settlers are Section 31, which makes pro
vision for an annual adjustment of the liabili
ties of settlers for a period of five years, and 
Section 32, which provides for the re-assess
ment of the 'total liabilities of each settler at 
the end of this five years. 

To deal with Section 31 first: Any settler 
eligible under the Act, who considers that, 
from causes outside his control, he is unable 
to meet his annual instalments, may apply to 
the Commission to have this instalment. ad
justed. In making any such adjustment the 
Commission has regard to:-

1. Ruling prices for farm prodtcts. 
2. Seasonal conditions. 
3. Requirements of the sett.ler for the 

maintenance of himself and family. 
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4. The means and ability of the settler lO 

make any adjusted payment. 
5. Efforts made by the settler to meet his 

liabilities. 
6. Any other factor which in the opinion 

of the Commission are proper to be 
considered. 

The difference between the adjusted instal
ment and the amount the settler would, but 
for the operation of this section of the Act, 

ha·ve been liable for, is written off and the 
settlers' accounts reduced accordingly. Thus 
for the five-year period, an e:fficieut settler 
would only have to pay as rent for his farm 
the amount available up to one year's rent, 
after reasonable production c'Osts and living 
expenses had been met. 

A CONTENTIOUS POINT 
Perhaps the most contentious point to be 

decided in arriving at this adjusted instalment 
is to decide what is a reasonable amount' to 
allow for the maintenance of a settler and 
his family. A fair interpretation of this ap
pears to be that the figure allowed for living 
depends on the surplus monies available from 
his year's operations after other production 
costs have been met. for instartce, if the 
surplus value of the year's produce over' the 
production costs is only £50, then there is 
only £50 avaliable for that year for living, 
and the instalment could only- be assessed at 
a nominal figure. If the surplus value -Was,
say, £300, then it is obvious that a reasonable 
instalment for rent can be paid afte~ living 
has been provided for. 

VALUATION MATTERS 
Section 32 of the Act provides'that.in·<l.?·~y: 

the Commission shall have Valued 
and improvements (other thaD: tlle_->'itTip~:?;v,e~~~ (~;-
ments effected by the settler -
monies) of each settler, and .. if su,c,tt'- ~!_\ 
ts less than the sum of-

1. The capital value a:t 
was disposed at; 

2. The amount of advanCe$ 
provements; 

3. The arrears of 
spect of the lind and 

then the difference shall be 
the liability of the settler 
ly. The amount to which 
duced shall be reviewed 
which may, if it sees fit, 
duction. In making such 
mission shall have regard to---

1. Any amounts previously ,writt:en· 
(Continued on Page :2) 
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What The Branches Are Doing 
BERRI 

Growers of st.one fruits in Berri Irrigation 
Area have just about brought their 193 5 har
vest of the apricot and peach crops to a close, 
and good returns with fair samples have been 
the general rule. At the commencement of 
the harvest-, weather conditions were not of 
the best; wind and dust taxing the patience 
of the grower in the harvesting of his fruit 
and his efforts to turn out a good s:imple. In 
apricot, peach and nectarine fruits, there has 
been a big demand- for "fresh," ·and buyers 
have been comi11g from other . districts and 
offering to take them off the growers' hands 
at prices that made many think worth while -
accepting. 

Extra Racks: Many growers are now get
ting their racks in order, and also building ad
ditional ones to deal with currant and sultana 
crops. \Vith the exception of those unfor
tunates who were badly effected by frost con
ditions several months ago, some very good 
returns are again promised in these fruits. 

Dips: Whilst there is always the grower 
who prefers to go his own way in the selec
tion of his dip and his method of drying his 
fruit, the great majority of growers in the 
Berri area are sticking closely to the st.andard 
dip of the A.D.F .A. and turning out a good 
sample with it. 

Grasshoppers: The district has not been 
effected badly by these pests. · However, the 
fact remains that they are here, and our ad
visors have acted wisely in taking the matter 
in hand early. An inspector was appointed 
and circulars issued to the growers urging 
them to do their part by taking immediate 
action to keep the pest well under control. 
The poison bait recommended by the authori
ties (nD.F. News," January, 193 5) has proved 
to be highly successful. 

Control Board Election: At the· annual 
meeting of the Berri Co-operative Packing 
Union; 'opportunity was taken to remind the 
nl'enibers of their duty to vote for the 
AJtF.A. candidate on the Export Control 
Board. Growers were also visited on their 

by the collector appointed by the 
_____ ).. · District Executive and had their 

·;~al,lbri:~apers; collected. Members of the execu
:_"::;:i:iy:~:~mta~e -it_ their personal duty to see that 
·· --~.ne;re!er. possible votes for the A.D.F.A. man 

-~-·:.. -- D; ·Howie) were gathered in. A 
app_reciation might here be said for 
le::·.executive--:-Mr. Nicholas, a State 

-~e-~ber, who gave his time freely and 
deb: ·in: gathering votes for the candi
Or ·--organised marketing. 

'Organiser: Early in the New 
ltewart made his appearance, and 

le_aiately-· got to work in following up 
'i::O_t ·,,·.indifferent growers who might 

tt\<i"'ed. themselves to be talked over by 
~' -buyer who boasted that he could 
,Up ·a far ·better proposition than 

·tij"~}{':~.ICtF.A. -Whilst the writer saw Mr. 
!·~t:-O~l!. once during the visit', it is con
il:t.ly<known that no stone is left. unturncd 

a'fter Association interests. 

E, J. R. JOHNSON, 
District Secret'ary. 

CURLWAA 
·The president of the Curlwaa Fruitgrowers' 

Association (Mr. L. B. O'Donnell) presided 
at a large meeting of Curlwaa growers who 
listened with marked interest to addresses 
given by Mr. Watson, chief research officer at 
t'he Griffith Research Station, and Mr. Bar-
ratt, his chief assistant. 

Benefits of Green Manure: Regarding the 
benefits of green manure and its effects on 
the soil, Mr. Watson said that the influence 
of the humic matter in the soil had to be 
considered. Where the length of time between 

·ir.iig1!-~ions was long it was necessary to .. in
crease the Water-holding capaCity of the block, 
and the only method of doing such was by 
increasing the organic capacity. With an 
abundance of organic matter the soils did not 
heat so much. Apart from ·this the chemical 
properties of green manure had a stimulating 
effect upon plants, and particularly on citrus. 
This raised the question of whether the typ:: 
of green manure .to be used on citrus should 
be a -summer or a winter one. 

In these irrigation areas settlers had to con
fine themselves to a winter cr.op, and the best 
results woUld be obtained from a legumes and 

. nor_· granular (such as barlejr). Where · a 
legume crop plac:ed nitrogen in the soil a 
granular crop would rob it of this factor just 
when it was most required; but. in certain 
circumstances the granular crop was not to 
be despised, and sometimes was obtainab;le 
where a leguminous one was not. The be'>t 
1·esults were obtained from tick beans, but 
these were likely t.o fail in places where peas 
or other vegetables could have· been grown. 
"If you can't grow good crops of beans," he 
added, "grow peas or vetches." In growing 
legumes nitrogen was added to the soil and a 
good crop was equivahnt to a good dressing 
of sulphate of ammonia. 

Mr. Barratt stressed the fact that it could 
not be too strongly urged that there was J 

need for adding organic matter to the soil. 
At present. there was a lamentable lack of it, 
and this was having a definite influence on the 
crops· of the areas. 

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS 
Replying to questions at the close of ad

dresses, as to which manure to use for green 
crops, Mr. Watson said that phosphate was 
the best. 

Mr. Barratt, asked when was the best time 
to pl3.nt beans, said in the last week in Feb
ruary or first week in March. 

Asked regarding land where salt had already 
reached the surface, Mr. Watson replied that 
in most cases it was possible to bring it back, 
but it was not always economical to do it in 
very bad cases. Where beans would not strike 
it was sometimes possible to get a crop of 
barley. 

Votes of thanks were accorded Messrs. Wat
son and Barratt, and also Mr. H. Wagsta:ffe 
and Mr. W. McCutcheon, who attended the 
meeting. 

MILDURA 
At the annual meeting of the Mildura 

Dried Fruits Association the chairman Mr. E. 
J. Roberts) said: "The appointment of Mr. 
Orton as chemist in dried fruits matters to 
the C.S. and I.R. had already resulted in valu
able advances in dried fruits processing 
methods. Definite progress had been made in 
treatment of fruit for elimination of grnb by 
use of a chemical known as Eranol. This not 
only destroys the grub, but. the egg and larvae 
as well. So satisfactory were the tests made 
in 19 3 4 that the whole of this district pack 
for 193 5 will be treated by Eranol. Progress 
had also been made in the development of a 
moisture meter for testing the moisture· con
tent of dried fruits. This has always been a 
source of trouble between growers and pack
ers on the· one hand, and packers and in
spectors on the other. The moisture meter 
will be of value in settling by mechanical or 
electrical test the degree of moisture content 
of fruit and its fitness for packing, or other
wise. Problems of fruit dipping and bleach
ing, the use of oil and the Showell process are 
further avenues of research work which Mr. 
Orton will engage in. 

Frost Insurance: The branch could offer 
no equitable plan, but was of the opinion that 
the Board of Management should explore every 
avenue in the way of preventative measures. 

THE AMENDING CLOSER SETTLEMENT 
ACT IN VICTORIA . 

(Continued from Page 1) 

2. Efforts made by settler to meet his 
liability. 

3. Requirements of settler for mainten
ance of himself and family. 

4. Any other factors which in the opinion 
of the Commission are proper to be con
sidered. 

This liability is then to be further reduced 
by the total amount of principal which the 
settler has paid on account of land and im
provements, and this reduced figure· becomes 
the new liability of the settler for his land 
and improvements. The Commission also has 
power to review the amOunt owing by a 
settler for advances made other than for im
provements and to reduce such liability. 

ADDITIONAL AREAS 
In many districts, one hears settlers com

plaining that their holdings are not large 
enough. Provis,ion has been made that the 
Minister may authorise the granting of addi
tional areas if the Commission is of opinion 
that a settler has worked his land properly 
and that he holds land which is not of such 
quality or sufficient area to meet his liabilities 
to the Commission and maintain himself and 
family in average circumstance·s in average 
seasons. 

SICKNESS AND CANCELLATION 
A small amending Act was passed in De

cember, 1933, and two sections of this amend
ment are of interest. Section 12 proVides 
that whe·re a settler, owing to sickness of him
self or family cannot work his land satisfac
torily or meet his liabilities, he m-1y apply ,1t 
any date prior to 1937 for the revaluation 
provisions of Section 3 2 (referred to above) 
provided the lease is transferred to another 
person within a time specified by the Commis
sion. This section also applies to the widow of 
a settler. · 

Section 13 of the amendment provide·s for 
a payment up to £100 to settlers or widowS 
in cases where the leases are cancelled by the 
Commission for breaches of the conditions of 
the lease not arising from inefficiency or 
neglect of the settler. 

INTENTION OF ACT 
From the sections of the Acts referred to 

above it can be interpreted that Parliament, 
before finalising the total liability of any seuler 
to the St.ate, wished to see that a liability w.1s 
fixed on which, in normal seasons and pric<o!s, 
the settler would be able to meet his obliga
tions to the State, as well as provide a living 
for himself and family. It. was apparently an
ticipated that local and world conditions 
would have settled down by 1937 and that the 
administrating authority would h<!-ve sufficient 
information to carry out this work in a man
ner satisfactory to the State and settler. 

GERRARD 
offers the true economy of lowest 
finished cost, a thoroughly effi
cient machine service, and Aus
tralian-made machines, <~nd wire 
strapping designed to ensure e 
satisfactory, trouble-free pack. 

GERRARD WIRE TYINC MACHINES CO. 
Pty. Ltd. 

119~125 Hawke St., West :\felb., C.3. 
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Board of Management Minutes 
At a recent meeting of the· Board, at which 

all memberSl were present and the agents' 
representatives were in attendance, a consider
able amount of routine business was done. The 
following matters are of particular interest 
to growers:-

MATTERS ARISING OUT OF PREVIOL:S 
MINUTES 

Frost Compensation for the Future: Re:.. 
plies were received from 10 branches, but as 
several of the larger branches had not yet re
plied it was decided to defer consideration of 
the matter until the next meeting of the 
Board. 

Currants-Season 1934-Final Account 
Sales Variations: A very careful survey was 
made of the whole currant position in respect 
to sales to controlled export markets and the 
United Kingdom, and it was re-solved, «That 
the final account' sale variations be as fol
lows:-

Two-crown standard grade: 4-crown over 
2-crown, £5/15/- per ton; 3-crown over 2-
crown, £2/5/- per ton; 1-crown under 2-
crown, £2/5/- per ton; M.F. under 2-crOwn, 
£5/5/- per ton; bucks under 2-crown, 
£9/5/ per ton." 

Nyah-Woorinen Enquiry Committee, Woor
inen: A letter was received from this com
mittee, on the subject of the washing of cur
rants and the question of supplie·s of sulphur 
for use in the dried fruits industry. In re
gard to the washing of currants, members of 
the -Board advised that they had discussed 
this matter with Mr. R. P. Allen, and he had 
assured them that his inspectors had been in
structed in regard to the washing of currants 
on the following lines:-

1. Where the currants are clean, there 
w6uld be no necessity for washing. 

2. Where the currants are slightly dusty, 
they would be allowed for export to the Unit
ed Kingdom, but will have to be washed for 
New Zealand and Canada. 

3 . Where the currants are dusty or dirty, 
they must be washed for all export markets. 

In regard to sulphur, the Association has 
alre·ady been in communication with the De
partments of Agriculture in Victoria, South 
Australia, New South Wales and Western 
Australia, and the replies received indicate thn· 
action will be t.aken to fix a standard degree 
of fineness in sulphur sold for dusting pur
poses. 

Mr. E. J. Mulvaney: Having learnt that 
Mr. E. J. Mulvaney, Secretary Department of 
Commerce for many years, has re·tired from 
that position, the Board decided to send Mr. 
Mulvaney a letter, expressing their apprecia
tion of the very valuable work he has from 
time to time done in connection with dried 
fruit matters during his long association with 
the Department. 

The Liberal and Country League, Adelaide: 
A letter was received from the Liberal and 
Country League, Adebide, advising that they 

were holding a conference of representatives 
of country branches on Wednesday, March 13, 
and inviting the Association to send two dele
gates to the conference, to watch the inter
ests of the dried fruits industry. 

Resolved: «That Messrs. H. D. Howie and 
J. B. Murdoch repre·sent the Association, and 
that the item for the agenda paper be <Pro
tection in Relation to Australian Primary In
dustries.' " 

TREE FRUITS MINUTES 
Messrs. H. D. Howie (chairman), T. Steele 

and D. E. Barry-Wood, of the Tree Fruits 
Committee, were present and were assisted by 
Messrs. D. C. Winterbottom, H. R. Jones 
and H. R. Wilkin (agents' representative's) 
and Mr. R. A. Haynes (Adelaide representa
tive for the A.D.F.A.). 

The meeting was largely occupied in dis
cussion on estimates, quotas, prices for the 
various markets and matters concerning agents 
and buyers. 

Prunes 193 5-Marketing: A very long dis
cussion took place regarding the question of 
marketing 193 5 season prunes, it having been 
ascertained that some States had been placed 
in a more favorable position than others dur
ing the 1934 season, and it was felt that this 
position should not be allowed to continue, ,1s 
it would probably cause considerable unrest 
amongst growers. The committee recommend 
that after the declaration of ·193 5 Common
wealth prices for prunes, agents may offer 
their various packs in all States under usual 
A.D.F.A. terms and conditions. 

The Board of Management' approved of the 
above minutes. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Currant crops at Red Cliffs appear to be 

very heavy. Many growers report t-onnages 
far~ in excess of their estimates. It has been 
a good season for this fruit, and the absence of 
any damaging rain means that every berry 
is being harvested for the first time since the 
vines have come into fuU bearing. The in
creased yield due to these favorable· conditions 
is surprising many growers. One settler re
ports almost a four-ton average on his block. 
He has a 70-yard rack of twelve tiers with 
6ft. netting. The rack holds approximately 
4250 tins. 

Mr. A. E. Hyland, the director of Austra
lian publicity in the United Kingdom, is on a 
visit to Australia. He has addressed meetings 
in the main dried fruits areas. Mr. Hyland is 
pre·paring an article for publication in the 
"News," giving an outline of the work that 
is being done in publicity overseas. 

The Association field officer (Mr. J. Stewart) 
has -covered a lot of ground in the last six 
weeks. Visits have been made to Mildura, 
Berri, Renmark, Winkie, Glossop, Adelaide, 
McLaren Flat, McLaren Vale, Marion, Angas
ton, and he is now at Coomealla. 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 
RENMARK 

A ComjJany Owued and Co11trofled by the Growers of Renmark 
for the Co-operativ(' Packing aud Processing of Dried Fruits 

PAID-UP CAPITAL, £32,901 RESERVES, £13,685 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --· 

TJMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS' FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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VINE FRUIT PRICES 
The Australian Dried Fruits Association 

supplies the new season's Commonwealth prices 
for currants, sultanas, lexias and Walthams 
( 10 tons) and seeded raisins, as follow:-

Currants: 4-crown, 7~·d per lb.; 3-crown, 
7d; 2-crown, 6-1-d; 1-crown, 6d; M.F., 5fd. 

Sultanas: 5 -crown, 8fd per lb; 4-crown, 
7fd; 3-crown, 7d; 2-crown, 6-id; 1-crown, 
6fd; plain, 6fd. 

Lexias and Walthams: 6-crown, 6fd per 
lb.; 5-crown, 5 fd; 4-crown, 5 ±d; seedles'>, 
5-id; 3-crown, 5d; 2-crown, 5d. 

Seeded Raisins: 1-lb. cartons, 7/ per doz.; 
12-oz. cartons, 5/9; 8oz. cartons, 4/1fd; 
bulk, 6±d per lb. 

The above prices are for Adelaide, Mel
bourne, Sydney, Newcastle, and producing cen
tres. 

The Minister for Commerce has approved 
of the complementary export quotes, namely: 

Currants, 87{ per cent., sultanas, 90, lexias 
75, prunes 66 2-3rd, apricots 60, peaches 70, 
pears 75, nectarines 60 per cent. being deter
mined as export quotas under the Common
weath Dried Fruits Acts for the purposes of 
Interst'ate t.rade. 

The above quotas represent opening quotas 
only and are made io permit t.rading opera
tions in the 193 5 season's fruit to proceed. 
The qu,ptas will be reviewed as the season ad
vances and more reliable information is avail
able in regard to the probable total produc~ 
tion for the present. season. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
STATE BOARD 

Reports from the above Board indicate heavy 
agendas. Some of the mat.ters dealt with are 
of particular interest to growers and are set 
out below. 

Official Visit to Non-irrigated Areas: Ar
rangements for the Board to pay the promised 
official visit to Clare and Barossa and late:f .t'o 
McLaren Vale were left in the hands. of thC, 
secretary. The party included ProfeSsOr: 
cott, of the Waite Agricultural 
stitute, Mr. A. V. Lyon,:._.'M.Ag~~H::-,.'?;t .. J!1e1 

Commonwealth Research Stici~,·:·_:)4:_e.r~:~i~: 
(Vic.), officers_ of the Instructigp~J,ri3,f,~RP~:,e&£ :. 
the State Department -of Agricultu,~~ .. an.~ ~-n:s2/·: 
presentatives of the 

Clare was visited on 
Barossa the following day 
on February i6, 193 5 ~ 
for experimental purposes_ :.w.,"; ... :'?.··.lf.l,).P~'f~ 
ing the day and in the ev:eni~.&f·' "!t~~-!3 
ings were held to which all _gr9wet's_,, 
vi ted. 

It was agreed to re-app9i_n~J~~R• -'J:yxA_; 
nolly as assistant investigatio~ ~ffi.:f.~~,i~9l 
in the irrigated areas. 02 ~L 

Coonawarra District: AFr:~ng~.J;At:tlf~i
made to despatch an inspec:t:()X_ ::tO.,;:;~J;t,~ g 
warra distric_r to super:ise_ --~~f,.A~i~fJl~.g-·:?fl 
newly estabhshed packmg }iouse ?~I tJP.~:'; 
and to assist growers in prepa~iJ:lg,_':iE~~!(R~ 
and apricots for processiJ?.g. - ' 

Distillery Fruit: A common 
ted by a sub-commit,tee ot ·the 
representatives for the ad.rrliUisi:'f_a'i:idh,, 
regulation governing distillery· ftrilf, ~it'S~·'.cO,U~.: 
sidered and it was agreed thae·· ali_)"-ih1#1l~fY_: 
fruit-, except buck currants, qU~difyirig:f{)t'·~*:J· 
port credit, should be passed by·'a:n:·.~-~p>e,~_r~: 
graded and processed. All .bucks claiminl( :~'! 
port credit should first be deliver~d "to' ·a ·'t-ett!S.l 
tered packing house for inspection 
the issue of a release note. 

Investigation work: The iinnual report of 
the Investigation Officer (Mr. R. G. Birt:) fOr 
the year ending December 31, 1934, was sub-:
mitted and received. This reviewed the work 
of detection and the resultant convictions; 
Regular visits to the metropolit-an produce 
markets and routine enquiries among retailers. 
tn the city and suburbs, as well as enquirie~ 
into reports received from country districts, 
pointed to a diminution in illegal trafficking. 
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THE "BURYING OF VINE CUTTINGS 
By R. M. VOULLAIRE, Junr. 

On the matter of cultural advice, it is the policy of the Association to pub
lish in the "News'' only the opinions and findings of official authorities such as 
C.S.I.R. and the various departments of Agriculture, or special bodies appointed 
for this purpose. It can be readily appreciated that these opinions are given only 
after careful research and experiments under actual canditions. 

However, we have growers in our industry who are very keen experimen
talists, and whose findings are well worthy of consideration. Mr. R. M. Voullaire, 
junr., of Merbein, is one whose work in this direction is outstanding and many 
growers in the Mildura district have followed his lead in this particular practice of 
burying cuttings. Requests have been received from several centres-Western Aus
tralia included-for an article by Mr. Voulliare on this very interesting subject. 

The officer in charge of the Commonwealth Research Farm at Merbein 
(Mr. A. Y. Lyon) -recommends this principle as an aid in building up soil texture, 
especially on heavy land. 

The reader is asked to realise that this field 
practice of ditching and cutting burying is 
but a link in the chain of seasonal cultural 
practices evolved to give sound and economi
cal effect towards insuring that our capital, 
as represented by the soil life, will not de
teriorate, and cause lower yields of produce 
with the ageing of our holdings. 

Profiting from past pioneering experience, 
the realisation came that vines on irrigated 
lands gradually lost their vigor. Investiga
tion appeared to show that the main cause was 
the gradual shallowing of the vine feeder roor.s 
to surface soils, apparently due to loss of soil 
"life" from the sub-soil stratas. 

Our pioneers failed to realise that the "ori
ginal habitat of vines was forest count.ries of 
abundant rainfall and luxuriant undergrowth," 
and, that, consequently, it was the inherent 
nature of the vine root system to be parasitic 
to dec.'aying root fibre of other plants. Under 
their original environment, vines were natur
ally deep. rooted, the feeder roots deploying 
downWards throughout sub-soil zones naturally 

in decaying root fibre. Unfortunately, 
of the past time horticulturist W3.S 

according to the freedom of his 
weeds, or other plants which we 

leatned to realise are actually neces-
vitte "life." _ Consequently, with the 

the depletion of the sub-soils 
in the form of decaying 

plants simply spelt the 
surface soils of the vine 

-ith1~'H?~tS'·"':resulting in that inevitable de
!.l>ST'L.:.:t:L-!-Li:~. -- :J- _"_-_ 

learnt ·that here under our 
the cause of this loss of sub

:e -so. necessary for deep rooting and long 
fil&l-i;ftenance of vine vigor, is traceable 

· 'factOrs:.:_.. 
ifu.poverishmen t of organic and 
'in- 'the· sub-soils because of the 

:13:uu;re .. o:r CoiisiStant' annual penetration and 
'Sl}b~quen·t· ... deca.JI" ftom plant root fibre. 
~JL(';','•_'\,; ,'; ' 

::_d~):: ..... 'f:he .. -oversaturation of underlying 
·u,:n-ar-1):'~ ._s:gh~soil zones and local streaks of per

soil sections · (which irregular sub-soil 
$;tr;tlftures -are a feature of these districts) 
~_ain_ly as a result of irrigation and winter 
art4 .. spring rains during those seasonal periods 
~h,efl: ... the· vine· leaf surface is not sufficient to 
f1-tnction a~ a corrective, and thus rapidly 
reniove ufree" water by agency of leaf trans
piration. 

Practical field experiences soon convinced 
us· there was one efficient field remedy for 
these inherent faults. We must ensure sea
sonal penetration of plant root fibre by means 
of growing heavy crops of green manure, and, 
since .careful irrigation alone could not effec
tively .correct oversaturation of the "marly" 
zones-the use of plant leaf respiration cover
ing the full cycle of the year would be a 
s.ound ·and logical method of correction. 

Thus we came to learn that, to ensure 
against loss of sub-soil life here with our pe
culiar sub-soil stratas and irrigation condi
tions, we must necessarily legislate for the 
growing of annual crops of plants of the best 
nature for our purpose. 

TIOK BEANS AND SUPPLEMENTS 
Tick beans, because of their rapid winter 

growth and broad leaf characteristic which 
favor rapid transpiration during the cool~r 
winter months, were ideal for our winter crops, 
but experience soon proved that it was ad
visable to supplement this crop by establish
ing also a crop capable of carrying on this 
work after it was necessary to destroy the 
tick beans in early September, otherwise alkili 
reaction, due to ove·rsaturation following Sep
tember irrigations would result, since the vine 
leaf surface was as yet not sufficiently de
veloped for efficient purpose. 

Another practice under old-time cultural 
methods which contributed to faulty re
sults was the late plowing then usually done i:1 
late August or September. 

Subsequently the idea was conceived that, if 
only we could evolve a practical way of bury
i11g the cuttings in ditches between rows, not 
only could our deep plowing be completed be. 
fore pruning, but it would also be practical to 
establish a crop in the ditches of a t:ype of 
plant that lends itself to winter establish
ment, but would not develop strongly un-61 
spring months. Also, in event of winte·r irri
gations- (often necessary here) -there would 
be no sudden upsetting and rush of pruning 
operations as would ne-cessarily be the case un
der the old methods. 

The method of ''ditching out" to receive 
the cuttings has been simplified with experi
ence, and many of the fancied difficulties of 
burying even the comparatively long sultana 
cuttings, have been eliminated. The buried 
cuttings to a certain degree, by preventing any 
tendency to so~l compaction, create a factor 
of permanency as regards the sub-soiling effects 
resultant. from ditching. 

Another point is, "that the refuse of kind 
is usually toxic to kind," so the actual bury
ing of cuttings in a central ditch tends r0 
deepen future vine root extensions broken dur
ing the initial ditching, since these new ex
tesions, generally speaking, avoid the buried 
cuttings and deploy downward to lower levels. 
This effect is distinctly noticeable when re
opening the strip where cuttings had been 
previously buried. 

TO COUNTER TOXINS 
The winter establishment of a rapidly grow

ing crop of tares with the cut'tings in the 
ditches tends, to a certain extent, to lessen the 
r.oxic effect of the buried cuttings on contract
ing vine rootlets. The following winter a crop 
of tick beans is esablished over these buried 
cuttings, the roots of which plant assimulate 
the soluble substance from the decaying cut
t.ings buried underneath, and they, in turn, 

after their destruction, return their substance 
to the soil in a form suitable for future as
simulation by the vine feeder roots. By this 
means we achieve an effect which might be 
termed a rotation practice. The green manure 
roots feeding on the decaying cuttings and the 
vine roots eventually "getting it back" in a 
form suitable for their assimulation. 

I especially mention this point, as I believe 
that the actual burying of vine· cuttings-if 
carried out over long periods without some· 
such form of corre·ctive against possible toxic 
effects-might easily react detrimentally to 
the vine system. 

The salient points of this field practice can 
be summarised thus:-

1. It is claimed for this pract.ice, if carried 
out effectively, the soil texture is considerably 
improved, and the area of the vines' feeding 
root system is deepened. 

2. It makes it practical to grow a stand 
of green manure every space. A winter grow
ing stand such as tick beans can be carried in 
every alternate row, and a stand such as tares, 
which develop mainly during September and 
October after the tick beans have been disc~d 
down is grown in the cutting ditches. 

3. This system ensures against the accu
mulation of "free" water in sub-soils from ir
rigation or winter rains during the winter and 
spring months; t.he tares continuing the work 
after the tick beans are disced down. 

4. This system simplifies winte'r irriga
tion operations, and minimises inconvenience in 
pruning operations, since irrigation water can 
be flooded through the tick bean rows without 
the necessity of rushing seasonal work. Prun
ing operations can be immediately continued 
even during irrigation. 

5. As green manure has been grown in 
every space, the straw mulching over the area 
is much more perfect, and consequently effec
tive as a counter against danger of damage 
from heat' waves affecting the normal tempen
tures of surface soil zones. 

6. If carried out annually, this practice 
effectively ensures against the automatic effect 
of irrigation water compacting the sub-soils 
and eventually rendering them "dead" to per
ennial plant life. In other words, the· annual 
penetrating root systems of the green crops 
prevent compaction and ensures the continu
ance of sub-soil fertility. 

DITCHING OUT 
The most practical method of dit.ching out 

has been a matter of evolu.tion covering :1 

period of ten years and many mistakes have 
been made. These mistakes were initially 
made, before simplicity of operation was evolv
ed. It seems a pity to see growers following 
up the method making the 'same mistakes and 
thereby making unnecessary work for them
selves. 

To be effective to a point of simplicity, 
the ditches should be comparative, narrow and 
deep with well defined flanking banks. This 
in order to enable an effective grip for the 
disc plates so that the spring operation of fill
ing in the ditches can be simplified, thereby 
saving much time and trouble. 

If the ditches are t'oo wide, or without 
flanking banks, or no herbage is grown through 
the cutting, to enable an efficient steady grip 
of the disc plates, then the operation of filling 
in becomes a comparatively complicated job. 
Growers who try this ditching out for the 
first time will probably find that it will be a 
three-horse job t'o be effective. Also consider
able trouble will result through vine rootlets 
fouling the plow standard, this necessitating 
much stopping and clearing away. But these 
troubles are only encountered the first' time 
the ditching is done within that space. Where 
cuttings have been previously buried the soil 
texture becomes so altered that two horses are 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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THE BURYING OF VINE CUTTINGS 
(Continued from Page 4) The Statistical Position 

quite sufficient power to open out ditche·s. Aho 
there is no trouble from vine rootlets. These 
rootlets, it has been obse-rved, find a lower 
level below the ditches and this effect in it
self is of immense· advantage since it distinctly 
deepens the feeding zone of the vine roots. 

By D. C. WINTERBOTTOM 

It is advisable to make a thorough job of 
the initial ditches as obviously this simplifies 
all further ditching. 

THE SOWINGS 
The amount of tare seed sown is approXI

mately three-quarters of a pound of seed to 
e-very chain of ditch. 

A query has arisen as to the advisability of 
burying "black spot" infected cuttings. 

The writer thus summarises his viewpoint: 

1. If cuttings are disease infected, natur
ally so is the remaining wood on the· vines, 
and, as the only means of combat' is by pre
ventative spraying, consequently efficient rou
tine spraying must be the order of the day, 
and the degree of potential infection really 
matters little. 

2. It is doubtful under this method if the 
scars on the cutting in ditches release any 
spores of spot considering that the cuttings re
main in the open ditches until late October to 
dry out. There is thus an absence of sap 
movement in the ditched cuttings, and the 
scars (unlike those on growing canes) conse
quently remained sealed. 

3. It should be remembered, however, that 
under modern cultural conditions, the effect 
of building up of soil life eventually re·acts in 
heavy and rapid seasonal vine growth; and it 
is a well-known point that the more rapid 
the growth the more easily does this new 
growth become "spot" infected in event of 
epidemic spreads-consequently the necessity 
of methodical spraying. 

Probably the most notable matter of inter

est to growers since our last issue on Janu

ary 11, has been the remarkable sales of sul

tanas, which took place· in the United King

dom during the month of January, when 8100 

tons of the 1934 pack were sold, at full rates 
for the grades sold. These are the most re
markable sales eve·r experienced in January 

and it was a very pleasing development 

There now remains only 2,750 tons of sultanas 

unsold in the United Kingdom with a few 
oddment lots of currants and lexias. This is 

really an excellent position. The previous 

year at the same date the unsold sultanas in 

the United Kingdom were 16,13 5 tons. 

We can certainly feel pleased with the mar
keting position of all fruits. With no carry
overs to face, the prospects for marketing the 
193 5 crop are certainly bright. 

Sultanas 1934: At the moment only 2,750 
tons to sell, to finish up the crop and late 
cables indicate that, although sales during Feb
ruary have been slow, there are signs of re
viving interest in the unsold stocks. Sales 
in the United Kingdom to the end of Febru
ary were 19,267 tons, an average of £37/1/5 
per ton. 

Payments to growers are well up with sales 
and with the mid-March payments, £26 per 
ton will have been paid to date on 2-crown. 
This shows the soundness of the A.D.F.A. 
system of selling as compared with the selling 
for cash. The cash buyers' price for 2-crown 
sultanas was £20 per ton on sweat box, there
fore growers who followed organised market-
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ing have already been paid £6 per ton more 
than those who sold for cash, thus on a 20-
ton crop means £120, which is a very handy 
amount to the grower. 

Currants 1934 are now sold and final ac
count sales will be issued short.ly by most 
sheds. These have come out most satisfac
to;rily. The United Kingdom sales to dat::e 
are 10,151 tons at £36/1/2. 

Lexias are also sold; payments are well up 
and final payment will not be delayed very 
long. The United Kingdom sales to date are 
2,512 tons at £33/5/1 per ton. 

With regard to the 1935 crop, although the 
growing period was a very difficult one, the 
harvesting weather has been everything that 
could be asked for. The period during Janu
ary and February has been practically rainless 
and, therefore, the fruit is free from rain dam
age. 

Currants are now being received at the 
sheds, and the sample generally is about the 
best we have seen in the NGldura district for 
many years, and it is pleasing to see some 4-
crown fruit is being boxed. Reports from 
other districts also indicate good quality. The 
tonnage is up to the earlier expectation, the 
marketing prospects are bright and the en
quiries from Canada, New Zealand and other 
markets indicate that there are no carry-over 
stocks, and early sales can be anticipated. The 
excellent quality will undoubtedly stimulate 
sales and the first shipments for the United 
Kingdom are already on the move. 

Sultanas: The early deliveries to the sheds 
indicate that the fruit already picked and now 
on the racks will all be in the higher grades, 
and as each day of this remarkable spell of 
harvesting weather is reducing the 
remaining on the vines, we should 
a high quality season. The ciOp 
up to the estimates, and with the old seaso:rVs 
fruit practically sold and the 1934 
all producing countrie'S in 
short one, there should be _·no !p.:ffic~t::'Y. in;_~ 
pensing of this pack. ---·-.i ';, __ Lm!li.J 

Owing to the very fast_:_(]IYlP.~_:AW_ea.l:pe. 
is anticipated that the_:ddiveri_e~:·,_to;."ih:e·"~ 
ing houses this season will _-be ·:;.JJ-./'j;~~~m;~ 
tremendous lot of f:tuit-'Will 
racks during the -next- 0--f'ottrii~ht}' 

The latest reports ·pn--i.the·ucii~p,Zl~~J~ 
heavy and some light 
available is hard to 
wineries offering fOi
tralia it is expected 
cons1derably reduced: 

Apricots: 
very interesting. 
was only 33 l-3rd·~·-,:,.-", .. :;;.:;_.:-
South African 

Association .1:'"'-n._ ua:o-- LI"<OU;;· ."V.lU '-~~~ -~.V.l, "'."""":r--.:~ 
delivery to Canada,:· ~~w_·· .. "Ze_aHirii!l1 tt~~-~:·;~~~'-.:· 
United Kingdom at prices·wliicli'sh\\ull:l'"pi'b:'¥:~ 
very satisfactory to growers:·:~·- ,.,.___:_ru:_tl_:·:i\V>b:; __ ~-;'~(>:·;)· 

Peaches: Latest figUr~_S :--~~ili~~t~·rsfh~r. __ fli~-:-: ... 
quantity produced will' he: refs' t~~h ~·:ilt~'~~r 
and forward sales to Cana:da_-and··-New--'Zf'~:llih'd 
haye dealt with the export .quota·, .so: .. ·an._{J¢~ly 
clean-up of tree fruits is expeqted, 

With regard to tree fruits g~nei:aUy/'lie-\v . 
grading and packing regulations.were,_·put_into 
operation this season and it is pleasing ,,r;q·:-he 
able to re·cord the difficulties which alW:-iys 
arise during the change in the order. of 'things, 
are being overcome and the indications are 
that there will be a distinct. improvement in 
these fruits. 



6 

J\uz±raliau c!§rito Jllruitz 
~tfuz 

Official Organ of the 
AUSTRALIAN DR1ED FRUITS 

ASSOCIATION 

All reports, correspondence, etc., should be 
addressed to Australian Dried Fruits News, 

P.O. Box 200, MildttTa. 

For advertising 1·ates apply W. N. 
Secretary A.D.F.A., 45"0 Collins 
Melbourne, C.l, or P.O. Box 200, 

Su.m11er, 
Street, 

Mildura. 

Telephones: Mildura 5 and 73 

All Branches of the A.D.F.A. are asked 
to forward items of interes·~ to the in
dustry as a whole for publication in the 

"N•ews." 

MILDURA, MARCH 19, 1935 

OUR UNITED INDUSTRY 

The results of the election of five members 
of the Commonwealth Export Control Board 

to serve for a term of two years appear else
where in this issue. We congratulate the suc
cessful members, all of whom have already 
given a long period of service to the industry. 
Messrs. Yeates and McLeod have been paid the 
compliment of unopposed return by the grow
ers of Western Australia and New South 
Wales respectively. In the larger producing 
States, the electors had to determin:e the i:;

·sue· betWeen several nominated candidates. 
r,he_ ~esulas in these States are, therefore, par

t_i~?_ulftrly :interesting. 

;:-·Ifi_·-~he'_ considerable organisation which has 
. -"'b~H-:~-created in the dried fruit industry by 

: .. r!iSlcilltar)i' and legislative action, easily the 
important unit is the Export Control 

·· ;_:,;t_~O£rH·; f;::W~iC~---~ame into being under Com-
--~-ffi~ftiw~~iifi.:I~;r -in 1924 at a time when the 

' •;;;,.-- '""' ,.,., ... ,,,,"(• ., ... - :; 

was a bold experiment 
on the part of the 

and many doubted 
success for the new condi

represented by the Board. 
···expOrt side of our indus-

was handed over 

partly elective, partly 
constituted that all 

;fu~jOritj<IDUSt' always be in the hands 
through their elect

imposed on the consti

"tue~cy;,._~_.b,e responsibility of selecting members 
experience, and it was indeed fortunate 

there were available leaders whose candidature 
·;--~;Gei!~~d _-th~ -emphatic endorsement of their 

: fdlo~s. Mr. H. D. Howie and Mr. A. L. 

·Johnstone, .who were: chosen at the first elec-
tion, after- ·ten years of continuous service, 
have again been returned for a further period. 

·-Mr. -Malloch, who has served for a shorter 

period joined the Board when Mr. J. J. 
Scouler left' Australia, and he has been chosen 
.again, ~ith Mr. Johnstone as a member re
presenting the producers in Victoria, by a sub

stantial majority. 
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The re-election of Mr. Howie, who receiv
ed over 80 per cent. of the effective votes 
ca~t by South Australian producers, is parti

cularly gratifying, not only to his persom..l 
friends, but to the industry as a whole. An 
e.lection is always interesting, and more so 
wben it is conducted with spirit, yet with 
fairness and courtesy by all candidates. The 
personal equation is eliminated, and the cause 
being advocated is alone the decisive facto_.·. 

The emphatic endorsement of a policy is ~1-

ways desirable, because those responsible f.x 
the carrying out of such policy have gre·ater 

confidence in performing their duties. All 
must be impressed, ·therefore, by the de·cisive 

vote of confidence in the work of one who has 

been so prominent a leader for years past, 
and one, who, it is well known, will represent 
not only his own supporters, but every grower 

in the most conscientious manner possible. 
The re-elected board rhus enters on a further 
term of useful service with a re·cord of ten 
years' experience which has obviously com
mended itself to the growers of the Com
monwealth; and in the years to come it can 

be trusted to continue to administer the ex
port side of the trade with confidence that 

its work is appreciated and approved by the 
great majority of the electorate. The Export 
Control Board, in its ·wisdom, has worked al
most in silence. True, its functions have in
volved negotiations in Australia and oversea 
which would have been rendered even more diffi

cult by premature disclosure, but the annual 
reports furnished to the Federal Parliament 
bear witness to the continuous attention given 

to its duties, and are a record of performance 
r:ither than of speech. The secret of any sue~ 
cess is the ability to speak for the industry ~~s 

a whole·, rather than for individual or for 
sectional interests. In this regard "union is 
strength." That producers realise the worth 
of the work of the board is demonstrated by 

the fact that our foremost leaders are again 
asked t'o continue their work in this most 
representative capacity, and we are glad to 
know they are available and willing to con

tinue to give of their best .. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 

VINE FRUITS 
The Association sales in the Commonwealth 

for season 1934 to the 28th February, 1935, 
are as follows; and compare with the :figures 
at the same da-te for the two previous years:-

1934 1933 1932 

Tons. Tons. Tons 

Currants 2742 2315 3081 
Sultanas 6337 5086 6190 
Lexias 2603 2087 2255 

11,682 9488 11,526 

The above :figures speak for themselves and 
show that sales in the· Commonwealth have 
been well maintained. 

TREE FRUITS TO FEBRUARY 28, 1935 
1935 1934 1933 

Tons. Tons. Tons 

Apricots 67 33 182 
Nectarii:les - - 3 
Peaches - J 28 
Pears 

PRUNES 

The sales to the end of February, 1935, 
amount to 1083 t'ons, as compared with 1028 
tons at the corresponding dat'e last year. 

PERSONAL 
MR. LEO. ]. CLEARY, manager of the 

Aurora Packing Co. Pty. Ltd., returned re
cently from England, and his comments re
garding t.he overseas fruit production were fol. 
lowed with great interest.. Mr. Cleary is re
turning to England to further the business of 
his company there is the near future. 

* * * 
MR. H. YOUNGS, of Red Cliffs, who is a 

very active member of the Red Cliffs branch 
A.D.F.A. and a director of the Co-operative 
Coy., has returned from a visit to Adelaide. 
Whilst in that city ,Mr. Youngs spent some 
time in dried fruit circles. He has expressed 
concern at the fact of grocers being permitt~d 
to sell fruit without the crown grade being in
dicated. 

'< ·~ * 
MR. G. BELL, A.D.F.A. packer at McLaren 

Vale, is a very keen Association supporter, and 
in t.he manner of conducting his business has 
done a great deal to help the prestige of th~ 
A.D.F.A. Reports from the organiser (Mr. 
Stewart) frequently refer to the goodwill and 
active assistance of Mr. Bell. It is greatly 
appreciated. 

$ * 
MR. C. M. MACKIE, chairman of the Red 

Cliffs A.D.F.A., has been elected a director of 
the Red Cliffs Co-operative Coy. 

MEASUREMENT OF 
MOISTURE IN DRIED 

FRUITS 

The Electrical Moisture 
Meter 

(By A. V. LYON) 

The work of Mr. Orton, who is investigat
ing from the chemical viewpoint the process
ing of dried fruit and the associated problems, 
has this yea1· included a study of methods of 
measuring moisture. 

There has been considerable interest in the 
electrical moisture meter used this year by 
Mr. Orton for measuring the moisture of dried 
fruits. The principle of the instrument is 
based on the resist.ance of dried fruit as a con
ducting me·dium for an electric current. This 
resistance varies with moisture, and it has been 
found possible to calibrate the instrument in 
such a way that variations of resist-ance can 
be read and interpreted as variations in moi:;
·.ure. An instrument based on the same prin:
ciple (The Blinker) is already in use for check
ing the moisture standards in timber. 

It is considered that. the instrument will 
have a value for comparison of the moisture 
content of various ·parcels of fruit in cases of 
dispute. In the Mildura district particularly, 
cases in which the grower, the packer and the 
Government inspector are at variance fr.::
quently crop up. It is felt by all concerne-d 
that it is far better to have a :figure represent
ing the moisture content of the fruit, than to 
depend as hitherto on human judgment. It is 
hope'd that the instrument will achieve this 
purpose. It will also be utilised for investiga
tions dealing with the keeping ·qualities of 
dried fruit as affected by moisture; and for 
measuring the moisture content of fruit taken 
in for furthe·r -drying. 

_;_---"===== 
APPOINTMENT TO EXPORT CONTROL 

BOARD 

Growers will be interested to learn that 
Mr. E. J. Mulvaney, who recently retired from 
the position of secretary to the Department of 
Commerce, has been appointed economic ad
viser to the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Ex
port Control Board. Mr. Mulvaney's long 
experience in this field should prove of inestim
able value to the industry. 
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Dried Fruits Export Control Board 

Election Results 
The follo>ving are the official results supplied by the Returning Officer:

Election of ONE Representative on the Dried Fruits Control Board for the State of 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, January 24, 1935 

Total Number of 
Ballot Papers re
ceived from Vot-

ers. 

1,260 

Total Number of 
Ballot Papers Re
jected at the First 

Scrutiny. 

32 

:--Jame of Candidates 

Howie James 

First Preference on all Unrejected 
Ballot Papers . . . ......... . 978 236 

Total Number of 
Ballot Papers Ac
cepted for Fur-

ther Scrutiny. 

1,228 

Informal 
Ballot 
Papers Total 

14 1,228 

Howie, having a majority of first preference votes was elected. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Lachlan McLeod re-elected unopposed. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Alfred Yeates re-elected unopposed. 

Election of TWO Representatives on the Dried Fruits Control Board for the State of 
VICTORIA 

FIRST VACANCY 

Total Number of 
Ballot Papers Re
ceived from Vot-

Total :-.Jumber of 
Ballot Papers Re
jeded at the First 

Total Number of 
Ballot Papers Ac
cepted for Fur-

ers. Scrutiny. ther Scrutiny. 

C a n d i d at e ex
cluded as having 

Fewest Votes. 

1052 

Number of Ballot 
Papers of Exclud
ed Candidate 
counted to Con
tinuing Candidate 

First Preference on all 
Unrejected B a 11 o t 
Papers . . . . . . . . . 

Tick ell .............. 240 

42 

Names of Candidates 

Johnstone 1Ialloch 

333 435 
110 130 

443 565 

Tick ell 

240 
Excluded 

Informal 
Ballot 
Papers 

2 

2 

1010 

Total 

1010 

1010 

Malloch having an absolute majority of votes 1vas elected to the first vacancy 

First Preference on all 
Unrejected B a 11 o t 
Papers ............. . 

Second Preferences on Bal
lot Papers containing 
First Preferences for 
Malloch (elected can-
didate) ............ . 

SECOND VACANCY 

Name of Candidates 

Johnstone Malloch 

333 435 

322 Elected 

655 

Tickell 

240 

!13 

353 

Informal 
Ballot 

Papers 

2 

2 

Total 

1010 

1010 

Johnstone having an absolute majority of votes was elected to the second va·cancy. 

25/1/35. 

(Sgd.) H. SOUTER, 
Returning Officer. 

LYSAGHT'S 
100% "Australian Made" 100% 

Wire Netting 
Fencing Wire Barbed Wire 

Our Netting and other 

Manufactured by: 

Wire Nails 
products are known through the Commonwealth as of the 

highest standard 

LYSAGHT BROS. & CO. LTD. 
17-19 Bridge Street, Sydney Works: Parramatta River 

Agents for Victorian and South AusfYalia: Gibbs, 13rigbt & Co. 
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OVERSEAS SALES 
The following statistics regarding overseas 

shipments and sales give figures to March 1: 

Shipped 
Sold 
Unsold 

SULTANAS 
Tons 

22,015 
19,267 

2,748 
Average price: £37/1/5 per ton. 

Shipped 
Sold 
Unsold 

CURRANTS 
10,184 
10,157 

33 

Average price: £36/1/2 per ton. 

Shipped 
Sold 
Unsold 

LEXIAS 
2,596 
2,512 

84 
Average price: £33/5/1 per ton. 

List of Agents' Distributing 
Prices For Season 1935 

All contracts for the sale of A.D.F.A. dried 
fruits by buyers shall, subject to all the terms 
and conditions of the Associat.ion, be at the 
prices set out herein:-

APRICOTS (28-lb. boxes) 

4-crown 
3-crown 
2-crown 
1-crown 
Slabs 
Plain 

Choice 
One Box 

Per lb. 
llid 
1-0id 
IO:fd 
9±d 

NECTARINES 
4-crown 

(28-lb. boxes) 

3-crown 
2-crown 
1-crown 
Plain 

PEACHES (28-lb. boxes) 
4-crown 
3-crown 
2-crown 
1-crown 
Slabs 
Plain 

4-crown 
3-crown 
2-crown 
1-crown 
Plain 
Slabs 

9ctd 
9id 
sfd 
6id' 

In reference to_· .. the ':r.eg:UI_a_ti§xl:S_':::~J_ 
Dried Fruits Act, approy_~c1 ifl,)~~~,~~tiY~:.;~#Ji+: .. 
cil on 14/2/35, the secr"'anr'9f1 die···'Dri~ 
Fruits Board (Mr, 
the regulations cons0lidat~4 
in operation and m_ade 
was, moreover, 
terations in the wordi:ri:g 
in consequence of _'the ;·,rec_en,t. ~nact1 
the Dried Fruits Act -b£ )_,3.:·(· anil 1 ~.~.: 
extension of control tO .drie. , .... _ 

The only new regulatloll 
specters the right. to search-.veblCl~~"-~·-_ ~r:~_lJ~f~:•_ 
This power has been held by the p6ar4sc,§f 
the other States for several years. .· \ ' ,._.,.'.,,' 

Certain administrative powers .yth~Ch __ }~~Y~ 
hitherto been exercised by the Board- ar.~:::_now 
expressed by regulation, otherwise_ the ame~ded 
consolidating regulations confer no a_dditiOD.al 
powers of the Board. Copies of the regula
tions may be obtained on application 'to the 
Government Prinr'er. 
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Cover Crops: With Special Reference To Irrigation 
(By A. V. LYON) 

GENERAL-There is, fortunately, an m

creasing interest in the question of cover crops, 
and the growth of these crops is becoming 
more general. Leguminous plants (peas, beam, 
tares, etc.) are of greatest value, as they in
crease the nitrogen content of the· soil. There 
has always been a general recognition of the 
value of cover crops in improving the texture 
of soils by adding humus, and in recent years 
a growing recognition of the value of a cover 
crop in preventing addition to the harmful 
free water of soils in winters of heavy rainfall. 

With the practice of trenching for burying 
cuttings, cover crops sown in the trenches 
have an added value in increasing the depth of 
soil. There is not, and as far as I know, never 
has been any diversity of opinion on the essen
tial facts outlined above. What is wanted is 
a more general adoption of the desirable prac-
tices. 6~· ~· 
~ME--Q~.-Most of the failures 

to grow cover crops successfully are associated 
with a lack of soil moisture. If sown with an 
irrigation early in the autumn, the horticul
tural plants as well as the cover crops are 
taking moisture from the soil, and by the fall 
period, the soil is very dry. Generally, early 
sown crops are successful only in years of good 
e::trly winter rains; or when they secure a 
second irrigation in the late autumn. Late 
sown cover crops are of lesser value. Their 
growth is not generally so satisfactory and 
the plants are too small during the winter to 
function fully as dewatering agencies. The 
situation may be summed up by saying that 
as much as possible of the land should be 
seeded in early aut.umn (March) and the re
mainder, from part of which irrigation water 
has been. withheld pending harvest, be ne·ces
sarily sown later, when the final irrigation for 
the. season is given. -
r e 
s~. 

IRRIGATION FOR COVER CROPS.-
The riecesSities··are apparent.. Early sown cover 
c~oPs have invariably given best results, and 
thiS. '?necessitates autumn irrigation (March) . 
A\SCCond irrigation (late autumn) is then 
nJ·dtSsary in years of our normal low rainfall, 
to··'e:nsure· continued growth. At this late 
·~Ut;runn irrigation, the sowing of cover crops 

COfl1R~e~~d, . ~y seeding the land not 
at the early autumn irti

are rio departures from present 
practice in these propDsals. An 

,·(March) irrigation has been rec:og
desirable for many years for citrus, 

;p.rap~s~ :and the currant vines (harvested) 
.C,l'r were laSt watered in January. The late 

i:t::::::;~~P,~. · ir;:.i~aii611· i~. -·,alSO standard practice, to 
' !'"9'Ji~lbt\ieJvill'~ tll1ti!1eaf fall. and to com-

of the cover crops 
have· been 

>FJ .. ··:)n,;v.ni.:.• ,,. ':". ·. wholly due to 
lie:fact that m roOst settlements water for 
''i'}\ .1· •'•_!}:! :::r\ '>''), »-,,•- • ,, 
li~. i::g~~ri ff~~itib~j$ _s1iP?lied as a "special., 
tW.0~;~%JS:Wt;t~:-~-V:o;i,4.':p~ym~~t ~or_ a special i~ri·-
at.tq:g.J?Y.}l"o/'?:!;m_g _the later 1rngat10n whlCh, 

is available 
_ Thus, :finan-

the main block to early 
on at least portion of 

does not ask himself 
water; he asks whether 

The nett result is that the 
~roPs fail in many years, because the 

SUc'ceSs of the crop usually involves the pay
ment of an .. extra» watering, which definitely 
limits the use of water to fewer holdings. 

.Merbein 'has overcome the difficulty in re
Cent years by making two general irrigations 
available after February. Undoubtedly this 
settlement, in consequence, has been able to 
grow the best cover crops. Naturally, the 
authorities controlling the dates for the irriga-

tions have a much easier time if they have 
more general irrigations at their control. 

Fortunately, the·re has been among the vari
ous Murray Valley settlements a steady increas~ 
in the number of irrigations available under 
the general rate. The very necessary financial 
considerations accompanying this change of 
practice are naturally the stumbling block to 
quicker progress. In three settlements on the 
Murray during the last two years, the settlers 
have voted in favor of an inc·rease in water 
rates associated with an additional general 
watering. 

One method of overcoming the difficulty is 
to quicken the irrigations to the point where 
costs are sufficiently reduced to permit an addi
tional irrigation wit.hout an increase in cost.:;. 
A survey of the accounts is the logical method 
of answering this question. As we are natur
ally limited to a discussion of horticultural 

f""'""~:~,~~~~~'";~~·~·:~~~~:'"''"""'! 
In view of the heavy carry-over of 

muscatels from season 1934, the 

Board of Management desire to warn 

growers that the production this year 

should be kept down to the lowest 

possible level, as it is feared the 

price basis will have to be consider

ably lower than last year. 

'''""""'"""'''"'''' "'"""""'"""""'"""""""""""'""'·'""""·= 

requirements, we must leave the question of 
costs to the controlling bodies. 

THE DIFFICULTIES OF SPECIAL RATE 
W A TERINGS.-Our experience now extends 
to the majority of settlements producing fruit 
on the Murray River. There has been, and still 
are, mistakes in fixing the dates for irriga
tions. These result from trying to make· t.oo 
few general irrigations suit all conditions, and 
are gradually being overcome by increasing 
the number of irrigations. The problem is 
simplified when the number of general irriga
tions is sufficient to enable the authorities fixing 
the dates of irrigation to supply water when
ever a large proportion of the land needs it. 
This will, I think, be the ultimate solution and 
prove the most efficient. 

On the other hand, the principle of special 
irrigations is bad. Those who have paid for 
it usually want. the next irrigation put back, 
while those who do not take it want it brought 
forward. 

To sum up, particularly in reference to 
cover crops, the present position may be defined 

as follows:-

1. Early .sown cover crops give best re
sults, and are also of greater value as dewatering 
agencies. They may, however, need a second 
watering in late autumn. 

2. In all districts where the autumn-irriga
tion is available only by payment of a special 
charge, the majority -of the cover crops are 
sown at a later general irrigat.ion, and fre
quently prove unsatisfactory. 

3. There is a trend in most districts to 
increase the number of irrigations available 
under the general rate, and is accompanied by 
greater efficiency and less danger of bad mis
takes. 

4. Wit.h more general irrigations availabk·, 
the period for each irrigation of a settlement, 
and consequently the costs, are being reduced. 

5. The number of irrigations available at 
a general rate should be sufficient to cover the 
general needs of the sett.lemen t. This gener:1l 
need should include the early sowing of cover 
crops on all horticultural land available for 
that purpose. 

6. When irrigation water is available only 
at a special rate, horticultural requirements are 
often sacrificed for financial considerations. 

7. In relar.ion to finance for water, many 
settlements are now at the transitory stage. 
from the point of view of the distributing 
authorities, an increased number of gener:tl 
irrigations may involve increased cost.s, and 
also less revenue from water sales; while on 
the other hand, quicker irrigation is rapidly 
reducing the period for one irrigation of the 
settlement, and consequently the costs. The 
:financial adjustments necessitated by these 
changes probably need the average of the next: 
few years for stabilisation. 

LEXIAS 
The Department of Commerce have revised 

the regulations in respect to the packing and 
grading of lexias, and in future the small good 
color berries out of the fruit, which was pre
viously graded as 4-crown and 5 -crown, will 
be kept separate, and will form a separate 
grade, so that for the coming season then~ 

will be'-
6-crown, being large light amber fruit, re

placing the old 5 -crown. 
5 -crown, being large light brown -fruit, re

placing the old 4-crown. 

4-crown, being small fruit out of the 6-
crown and 5 -crown grades. 

3 -crown, being large brown fruit similar to 
old 3 -crown. 

2-crown, being small brown fruit out of 
3 -crown grade. 

lrymple Packing Pty. Limited 
OPERATING AT 

MILDURA MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST 

LAND AND INSURANCE AGENTS 

SUPPLIERS OF VINEYARD REQUIREMENTS 

E. J. ROBERTS P. MALLOCH 

Governing Director Manager 

,, 
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COLOR GRADING BY 
ELECTRICITY 

Demonstration In Melbourne 

The Cbairman and members of tbe Vic
torian State Board recently afte1tded a 
demonstration, by Mr. Donald Macdonald, 
of the working of a 11zacbine to color graje 
sultanas. The Board was imp-ressed with 
tbe work of f/J{' machine and its poten
tialities as a possible solution to the prob
lem of getting even lines of fruH. 

1. The invention that is the subject. of 
this memorandum is for the· purpose of color 
grading sultanas. or other similar products. 

2. The development of the apparatus has 
taken place since August last and has been 
carried out. on behalf of a syndicate by Mr. 
Donald Macdonald, acnng on consultation 
with Mr. L. H. M-artin, D.Sc., Cantab. Dr. 
Martin is senior lecturer of the Nat. Phil. 
School of the Melbourne University, and Mr. 
Macdonald is a well-known radio engineer, 
who for the past seven years has specialised 
in picture transmission, television, and photo 
electric work. 

3. The work in connection with the in
vention is in an advariced developmental 
stage, and the electrical and mechanical prin
ciples upon which its operation depends, have 
been proved to be sound. 

4. Two experimental machines have been 
const.ructed, as follows:-

( a) An initial machine (not provided 
with feed mechanism) designed to 
demonstrate photoele·ctric color 
selection and the practicability of 
the operation of the electrical and 
mechanical components. 

(b) A second experimental machine in
corporating a pneumatic feed and 
centreing mechanism, and simpli
fied mechanical and electrical com
ponents. 

~. The second experimental machine is 
that which was demonstrated. It was not 
completed because the capacity of the avail
able exhaust fan (a domestic vacuum cleaner) 
is insufficient to permit operation of the full 
number of selective components. 

6. To be carried out is further develop
mental work:-

( a) To complete the second experi
mental machine. 

(b) To build a third machine capable 
of color grading sultanas under 
commerCial conditions. 

(c) To build a battery of commercial 
machines suitable for installation in 
a packing shed and capable of color 
grading sultanas at a rate of the or
der of, say, five hundredweight per 
hour. 

7. To carry out the constructional pro
gramme mentioned above it is proposed to 
establish and equip a workshop with certain 
machine tools, and to employ a small staff who 
will work under the direct supervision of Mr. 
Macdonald. 

8. It is intended that the commercial 
machines shall consist of a number of units 
assembled in batteries suitable to the capacities 
of the sheds in which they will operate. 

9. Each unit will grade berries into groups 
of two or more shades, and each unit will be 
capable of independent adjustment so that 

.grading to any desired shade or group of shades 
can be readily effected. The only adjust
ment necessary to alter the degree of color 
selection is the operation of a dial similar to 
the tuning dial of a wireless set. 

10. Each standardised unit can be made to 
effect a dual or treble select'ion of berries, so 
that by passing rejects from initial units 

Selling Apricots To "Outside" Buyers 

What Interest Does The Grower Pay 
Indirectly? 

The grower who sells for cash is certainly 
making a bad deal. A few comparisons are 
here made showing the results in several dis·· 
triers, after the finalisation of 1934 season 
apricots. In the non-irrigated areas (S.A.) 
the A.D.F.A. paid an average of £37 at the 
door on all grades and with subsequent pro
gress payments brought the average over all 
grades to approximately £~ 3 per ton. Up :.:o 
6!d per lb. was paid on the higher grades. 
As against the· above initial payment. of £37 
at the door the "outsider" paid a total amount 
of £44 average over all grades. To many 
growers the payment was less, being in the 
region of 4:fd to 4!d per lb. The greater pro
port.ion of che pack was 3 and 4-crown. The 
non-Association supplier has here lost about 
£9 a ton through selling for cash. 

In the River districts (S.A.) much the same 
conditions obtained; A.D.F.A. companies have 
paid approximately £67, £58 and £52 for 4, 
3 and 2-crown respectively. Here the growt:r 
who has sold for cash has again lost heavily. 

In the Coomealla area (N,S,W.) for 1935 
apricots some growers were accepting £60 
cash. Association growers are getting £50 at 
the door and the indications, based on the fol
lowing figures, are that they will receive a 
good deal more than £60 in the :finalisat.ion of 
payments. Apricots should be finalised very 
early this year, due to world shortage and the 
consequent demand for this fruit. 

On 3 -crown the Commonwealth should 
net.t the grower about £70, New Zealand £76, 
United Kingdom at present values, approXi
mately £60 per ton. 

The above comparisons leave no doubt .1s 
to the loss incurred by those who sell for cash 
and it is difficult to understand why the habit 
persists. Some growers make a practice of se'll
ing portion of their crop to get a little ready 
cash and are prepared to take less for the 
sake of this so-called convenience. An analysis 
of the transaction shows that the individual 
is, in effect, paying very heavy interest for 
that convenience. In rhe instances of loss 
given above approximately £9 is paid for the 
use of from £5~ to £60 for a period equal to 
the time that the Association companies would 
take r.o pay this amount to suppliers. By go
ing to an Association company and drawing 
against the fruit the interest involved would 
be very small by comparison and would only 
be on the daily rate until fruit proceeds were 
available to meet the debt. 

There are many men who state that they 
do not want to sign any form of lien and de
sire to be under no obligation to packing 
houses. This is a very desirable state of 
being, but if a man is in the position that he 

through additional units, sultanas can be 
divided into from two to nine or more different 
color groups. 

11. The capacity of each unit is upwards 
of 1 ~ berries per second. T}:le experimental 
machine (initial) has bee·n operated at the 
rate of 2 5 berries per second. 

12. The inventions are protected by two 
Provisional Pat'ents Nos. 19057/34, and 
20858/35. 

13. The workshop cost of each commercial 
unit (when constructed upon a standardised 
basis) is e·stimated to be of the order of £30, 
assuming their assembly in batteries on not 
less than five units supplied with electric power 
from a common power plant. 

14. The cost of operation, apart from labor, 
is practically confined to the electric supply 
consumption which will be of the orde'r of 
.3 kilowatts per machine unit per hour. 

is forced to sell his product for a good deal 
less than it is worth, for the sake of this in·
dependence, it is apparent that he has got to 
very seriously consider some other form oi 
doing business. One· cannot go on losing so 
much each season and hope to ever get ahead. 
The remedy is obvious. To sell through th~ 
A.D.F.A., draw against fruit for the need:;d 
finance, and be sure of getting the full valuE: 
of the fruit by waiting a little longer for the 
payments. Interest must be paid on money. 
The grower should be prepared to pay inter
.est on fruit. 

A further indication of how growers stand 
to lose· in this form of selling for cash is the 
price being quoted by "out-side" buyers to the 
New Zealand trade. The A.D.F.A. prices for 
this market are given as a comparison:-

"Outsiders" A.D.F .A. 

Slabs . lid 7 :J:d 
1-crown J!d 7±d 
2-crown G:!:d S}d 
3-crown 7!d lOci 

There is every reason to be confident that 
this fruit will sell quickly as the demand is 
strong. This tends to prove that the prices 
fixed bv the Association are the true market 
value of the fruit. 

Commonwealth Quotas 

The following proportions have been ap
proved of dried fruits which can be sold ·in 
Victoria, New South Wales and South Aus
tralia for the 1935 Season:-· 

Currants: 12{- per cent.; sUltanaS,··.il-0: per 
cent.; lexias, 25 per cent.; .. prunes; 'B>l·.Jid:. 
per cent.; peaches, 3 0 per 
per cent.; nectarines, 40 per 
per ce'nt. 

The three PubliCitY 
laid up from the end 
1st April, have this ·y ---, ____ .... ·' 
been visiting the··mettb,p6lit:ilf.'S'C:Ji~~J~; 
Melbourne and Adelaidi.' 'l·l>< ';,x;.:b 

The reports to hind·,_,;-ff!Offit:i:Ch~ 
charge of the vails ''ilidiCJ&vth~~,(i 
and pictures of· th~···d:rie.,cl.:>frlitpl:~tilf~ 
shown to the childf'eii "are)?nitiCR:' 
There are · ap'prOxifuat:elyJ~OObiY~¥ 
addl·essed each: .,..r'c.,.l,<i';h~r- :';;l;,,.:;:i_,,...fhk'; 

Wby.damage ·vour·-fruif ~l'td 
waste ·.vC:Jvr.: tf.m.~-_;wben nail.~ 
ing doWft apPle, Pear, cit~ 
and banana crateS -':"WIHNI 

an ADECO LID PRESS costs so little t 

.Yoco PrtMI for Standard & Dump.Coses, 7'1/' 
Adeco PrtMI for Banana Cases • .. • 90/· 

IF.O.B. Melbournet 

Cerrard Wire Tying Machines C&. 
Pty. Ltd. 

119-125 Hawke St., West Melb., C.S. 
sYDNEY. BRISBANE, A.DELAIDI:':, PEl'!TH, HOBART, 

il£TAILED PACKING CHARTS AND GENERAl 
FRUIT PACKING INFORMATION ARE SUPPLIED 
FREE ON APPLICATION. 'GERRARD SERVICE. 
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SULTANAS "FINISHING OFF" 
Dealing With Green Tinge 

,By A V. LYON 

The present sultanas season being one of 
low temperatures duYing the ripening period, 
has given us in many instances lOU'-sugared 
green-colm·ed fruit .. The green tinge in the 
dried products is certain to give gTowers a lot 
of trouble. T be first tendency of a number 
of producers is to try to .deliver the j1·uit to 
a packing house with the green tinge showing. 
Tl1is is against both regulation .and common 
sense. 

For many years the Mildura district was 
generally considered as the centre from which 
the highest priced fruit was sent overseas. In 
recent years, however, best prices have been 
secured for South Australian fruit, mainly 
because the growers in South Australia persist 
until they have their fruit properly ":finished 
off," and also because the Standard Dip is 
used by the great majority of growers in that 
State. 

Variations in the dip by individuals, although 
giving quite good fruit, are very bad for the 
industry. With a community pack marketed 
as such standardisation of method is absolutely 
essential far standardisation of the product. 
We are not getting this standardisation in the 
Mildura district because so many individuals 
persist in making alterations w the dip in tem
perature an in other ways. Such variations 
are no good for a standardised pack in regar .. i 
to the changes subsequent to packing. Mildura 
districts can only hope· to recover pride of 
place when they do two necessary things:-

( 1) Adopt the Standard Dips. 
( 2) "Finish-off" fruit properly from both 

cold and mixed dips. 
Ai the present time the green tinge will be 

the· major- consideration so that a note on this 
point: will _prove of interest to growers. 

RllMOVAL OF GREEN TINGE 
·pr~S~i{t ~eguiaticins pi-ovide that fruit with 

a green tinge ~~ll_not'. be accepted at packing 
~ouses. .·.:C:lpo,rop}lll is an unstable compound, 
~d .. the<J..'~riloval of the green color comes very 
;Hi~k.;ly},un:der::·certain·.weather conditions, and 
~!~h_I;-c-~t:~in.-.:•c,·l~sses of fruit. In other cas~s 
,~,~H.g~~f,t :is. most persistent and continued 

1,1~¢e~isary to· ·secure the desired changes. 
~ocedure for the- removal of the green 

;,~:·.f-5t~l;J;3llyf>in:vplves the addition of heat 
f~W~~!l:e,_;,;-~}lough_ exposure on hessian on 

·Qfu;_:t~~,):~ack _is sometimes successful 
uality fruit. Suffico

usually obtained by "bund-
~\g:.}~~-~--fmit: dur-ing_ the heat of the day, 
\~.:~~~Sll-+~:;-to, the,- ~n.. For more resistant 
!M .. _. tlie ((_g-reen~?- .has been successfully elim-

Wash or by moisten
Prolonged 

artificial heating of moist "massed" fruit is 
not recommended, on account of the unneces
sary depreciation of color. Various steps for 
removal of the green or lemon green, one or 
all of which may be necessary, are summarised 
below:-

1. Remove from the rack when sufficiently 
dry to shake down easily. If too dry, as hap
pens occasionally in very ho-t weather, rem'Oval 
of the green is inhibited; if too soft, damage 
to the benies and depreciation in color result 
from handling. 

2. Expose to the sun on hessians immedi
ately on removal from the rack. This is 
necessary to "even up" the moisture content 
of the fruit prior to further treatment if the 
green persists. 

3. If insufficiently bleached when dried, 
additions of moisture are· necessary. Moistur'= 
is added either as a spray or a wash, and mu~t 
contain oil for be·st results. 

4. The "wash' 'or "spray" is a solution ')f 
Potassium carbonate (Potash) in which olive 
oil is emulsified. A satisfactory concentr:l
tion is 2-!lbs. of potash and H: pints of olive 
oil to 50 gallons of water. (The emulsification 
properties of olive oil may be improved bv 
the addition of small quant.ities of lecithin cr 
oleic acid) . 

5. Washing in dip tins, or in specially de
vised washing buckets or tanks, is essential for 
dirty fruit. Immersion on hessians is other
wise satisfactory. Thorough wetting of the 
skin is necessary and is obtained in four or 
five seconds. 

6. Spraying is quicker than washing, and 
is sat.isfact'ory for clean, well-matured fru;t 
which bleaches easily. The fruit is sprayed 
when exposed and then rolled on the hessian to 
ensure uniform wetting. 

7. For persistent greeen not removed by 
the foregoing, there are three methods of at
tack, of which (a) will 'prove, satisfact-Ory for 
the majority of cases. 

(a) Spray when hot at midday and im
mediately roll and leave bundle-d in 
hessian for from one to three hours 
before further exposure. 

(b) Dip in hot wash ( 180 deg. F.) and 
expose, thinly spread on hessian. 

(c) Spray heavily with spraying solution 
( 4 above) and artificially dehydrate 
until conditions are satisfactory. 

THE VAN PUBLICITY 
CAMPAIGN 

The follo~ving article has been written hy 
Mr. J. L. Gibbs in collaboration with Mr. 
A. E. Hammel, both A.D.F.A. publicity 
officers. 

Here and thexe are to be found those who 
scoff at every method of advertising, clinging 
obstinately to the fallacy that all are econom
ically wasteful and unethical. 

It is not these so much as the men who are 
only half-hearted in their faith who form the 
real menace to the success of an adve·rtising 
campaign. Success demands courage and a 
full measure of belief. 

It is, then, imperative to remove every doubt: 
reg;arding the efficacy of any organised plan 
of advertising, otherwise fear, uncertainty or 
timidity will inevitably re"teal itself in th~ 
plan and weaken the whole scheme. 

Owing, therefore, to the existence in the 
minds of some growers (and others who are 
not growers) of a doubt as to whether the;. 
Van Publicity Campaign is worth while the 
following simple statement of facts should 
definitely: dispel any misgivings on the effective
ness of such work. 

The cost of the campaign in relation to the 
results obtained is the sole issue in determining 
the value of this form of publicity. (The 
foregoing statement' is based on the writer's 
conviction that no other form of publicity 
campaign could procure the same results for 
the same expenditure.) 

Therefore let it first of all be clearly under
stood that the cost in relation to results is 
based on an annual Commonwealth sale of 
15,000 tons, shared by 5000 growers. 

The A.D.F.A. bears four-fifths of the cost of 
the campaign, providing for the three repre
sentatives' salaries, expenses and mileage allow
ance plus the-cost of the vans. 

The State Boards contribute the other :fifth 
providing cookery books, window display 
material, wireless and cinematograph equip
ment, together with the cost of taking the 
films of the industry. This means an expendi
ture by the A.D.F.A. of approximately £2800 
and by the State Boards of £700. A total of 
£3500 per annum on 15,000 tons, or 4/8 per 
ton. To reduce. it still further this represents 
l-40th of 1d per lb. Thus, on a market. which 
realises approximately £50 per ton, for an out
lay of 4/8 per ton on a very limited number 
of tons the grower maint'ains an annual ad
vertising campaign of nine months duration 
conducte·d in three States simultaneously. 

What does this mean to the grower? 

NATURE OF CAMPAIGN 
It means that' the combined efforts of the 

three representatives result, each week, in no 
less than 1500 adults and 2000 children seeing 
the film of the industry and hearing the 
lecture; at least 15 00 cookery books being 
handed personally to housewives; from 20 to 

(Continued on Page 12) 

Packing Company Proprietary Ltd. 
NOMINAL CAPITAL ...... . 
PAID-U1P CAPITAL 

£100,000 
£99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
Head Office at 5 68 Collins Street, Melbourne 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society UniOn Assurance Society Ltd. 

Cresco Manures London & Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Harry Johnson's (Irymple) Dip Sisalkraft, Marino Power Spray Plant 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites Aurora for Service 
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ADDRESS BY MR. J. B. MURDOCH 
Following the decision of the Board c:f 

Management Messrs. Howie and Murdoch at

tended a conference in Adelaide, particularly 

to counter certain statements that were con

sidered not in the best interests of the indus
try. 

There is a need for the organised side of the 
industry to meet the various criticisms from 

time to time and in this instance, as a perusal 

of lvfr. Murdoch's address will show, the As
sociation has adequately countered this form 
of attack on the primary industries. 

Mr. Murdoch said:-
Assuming that a settled policy exists in 

Australia in respect to the continuance of a 
protective tariff designed to foster our vari
ous industries, it is highly desirable that all 
industries, both primary and secondary, should 
share equally in such shelter as the tariff is sup
posed to afford. 

Our Aust.ralian population can roughly be 
grouped into two or three sections at most:

The laborer or purely physical worker. 

The skilled artisan and those engaged in 
finance and secondary industries. 

The primary producers. 

The actiVItieS of these component parts of 
our social system conjoined make up our 
national life. No section of the whole can 
call itself independent, but all are intradepend
ent. 

No group then can enjoy a much raised ar
tificial standard of living and comfort without 
a corresponding hurt or loss to the other 
groups of our social system. 

By reason of their occupation, primary ·pro
ducers must continue to look to sell the 
greater portion of their produce overseas in 
competition with the whole world; and in 
so doing must. continue to assist in the protec
tionist policy of our country by paying the 
scale of. han4ling charges, freights, etc., ·as 
prescribed by basic wage regulations. FurtheJ~, 
these self same producers ··must, in turn, buy 
all their requirements from sources enjoying a 
protected home market. to the utmost. 

Representing the A.D.F.A., a voluntary pro
ducers' organisation, we are here· to point out 
that many of our members are gravely con
cerned with the attitude of ·the Associated 
Chamber of Commerce of Australia towards 
the price fixing and control of certain prim
ary production, as reported in the ... Age," un
der date of January 24 last. Also the recent 

~
ALES figures for 3 : 1 
Super and Ammonia, 
combined with crop re
sults in the dried vine 

fruit areas last year, definitely 
point to the fact that the great 
majority of growers now appre
ciate these two points: 

I. That the quick acting and 
readily available plant 
foods are the most suit
able for vines. 

2. That super alone is in 
most cases not sufficient; 
some Ammonia (Nitro
gen) in addition is highly 
desirable. 

The standard recommenda
tions are as follows: 

6 cwt. per acre of 3:1 super and 
Ammonia in July or August (or 
the 5:2:1 mixture if Potash is 
desired) with an additional 2 
cwts. per acre of Sulphate of 
Ammonia for weak vines. 

utterances of Mr. Kitchen, of the Melbourne 
Chamber of Manufacturers along similar lines. 

We would like to point out here that the 
dried fruit industry enjoys a protective duty 
of 6d per lb. It stood at Jd per lb. for many 
years, an amount we found adequate, when 
recently it was raised 6d per lb. at the hands 
of the then Scullin Government. As this came 
about without any- request from the industry 
for additional protection we were surprised, 
but would like to point out that no attempt 
has been made to take advantage of the. full 
6d per lb. and prices still remain within the 
cover offered by the old 3d per lb. margin 
and vary from year to year in relation to 
world parity prices. 

In the Melbourne "Age" of January 24, we 

note that in respect to price fixing:-

Mr. H. G. Darling (Melbourne) moved: 
"That this conference views with grave appre
hension the· trend· towards the bolst~ring up of 
local prices of various· commodities above their 
export value which, in our opinion, is wrong 
in principle, and should be discouraged." 

Mr. Darling referred to the continued tend
ency on the parr. of Governments to pass ·on 
their responsibilities to boards. The Federal 
legislation, protecting the butter industry, was 
one of the worst pieces of legislation introduc
ed in any Ausr.ralian Parliament. Control 
boards assumed a degree of authority greater 
than Governments themselves would exercise. 

It is rather deplorable to :find a body such 
as the Associated Chambers of Commerce in 
conference and an individual of Mr. H. G. 
Darling's standing attacking beneficial legis
lation designed to give some assistance-mostly 
on lines of self help to certain groups of prim
ary producers. Especially when it shOuld be 
remembered those producers_ rriust find_- :their 
chief markets exposed to the fierce blast 'of 
world parity conditions and ever inci_easing
surpluses. 

If, as we assume, a 
is the settled and 
country, the Chamber 
other kindred bodies, 
marily relegates all 
peasant-like existenC:e, 
force be merely he we 
of water for other sections:,-t;,£--'-"t?·e:_-c~ft 
who can and do take- 'al[·_aq'f~;t:~k~~l 

In refreshing contrast,; 
titude comes _-the::- §_t:at_~_:m4n.Ji~.;1: 
Mr. Hawker. in his--Melbourne:,sp~ 

of _ PriinarV Ox 

ers to congratulate-Mr(l{~:\vk(,t~tQ 
of vision. 

Mr. H. G. Darling 
Chambers of 
Chambers of 
quite well aware of a 
conditions and can~ if 
themselves to it., also they 
ignorance of a world-wide tfe_~d_-:'t9'%:~ttl§VIGovJ 
ernmental control by 
boards, and the like. 
tion to the rule-to quote only·_'e:fl.e 
vincing case-the traditional free 
of the United Kingdom, sacrosanct for 
hundred years, has given way under the neces.: 
sity of the hour, and in England there are nO 
less than five boards in existence to control 
and market certain products. 
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New South Wales Dried Fruits Board 
At a recent meeting of the board a very 

lengthy agenda was considered which included 
for the most part matters of a domestic nature 
or of a personal nature to individuals. Meet
ings of the board have been avoided where
ever possible in order to reduce expenditure, 
and much of the business has been transacted 
by correspondence, members being domiciled 
in widely separated districts. This course is 
authorised by the 1933 Act. It has been found 
possible, by rigid economy, to administer the 
Act under the reduced rate of contribution 
by growers, viz., one thirty-second of a penny 
per pound. 

The board decided to extend duting the 
19 3 5 season to dried tree fruit packing houses 
the practice which has been adopted in the 
past--of having inspectors in attendance at the 
dried vine fruit packing houses. 

It will be permissible to deliver dried tree 
fruit to packing houses in bags, provided the 
bags are clean and sound and have been steri
lised or fumigated. Sweat boxes, howevP.r, 
will have to be used for dried vine fruits. 

DELIVERY OF DRIED TREE FRUITS 
With regard to the delivery of dried tree 

iruits from packing houses to merchants and 
others for placing in cellophane packets, it 

RECEIPTS 
£ •. d. 

Credit Balance brought forward 
July 1, 1933 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.151 6 0 

By Levies paid at 1·32d per. lb. 
on-

1,582,328 lb. Cur~ 
rants ........ . 

10.433.347 lb. Sui· 
tanas ........ . 

645,816 lb. Lexias 
11,844 lb. Distil· 
lery Fruit ..... 

4,014,357 lb. Prunes 
410,247 lb. Apri 

cots ......... . 

Nee-

£ s. d. 

206 0 6 

1,358 10 2 
84 2 1 

1 10 11 
522 14 5 

53 9 2 

42 2 7 

4 2 1 
5 9 2 

2,278 1 1 

Registration 
' ,,.ooo. ".······················ 23 5 0 

--~~;::;f:G~Xi)bh \A:.MuS.tment Payments 14 16 0 
; __ ~#;;:f?I!RE!_Cotlp·-. of -·part Show Ex· 

.y;::;.·}:l(fdzlYfsP.~:P.SeS: -a.-nd' Sundry Expen· 
-. beh_f!.lf of Joint 
C'onii:ri.ittee . . . . . . 354 3 11 

will be necessary for the dried tree fruits to 
be packed at the packing houses in accordance 
with the regulations, i.e., in-

( a) clean new cases constructed of well 
seasoned soft wood or hard wood 
that has been smoothed, sawn or 
dressed; or 

(b) clean new corrugated cardboard con
tainers. 

These containers must be branded with the 
name and addres,s of the packer or his regis
tered brand and the name, quality and size, 
grades and net weight of the fruit. There is 
no regulation in relation to the weight of 
fruit which is to be included in each container. 
All that is necessary in connection with the 
weight is as before indicated-for same to be 
placed on the outside of the container. 

GROWERS 'CONTRJBUTION 
The contribution by growers to the New 

South Wales Dried Fruits Board towards the 
cost of defraying the expenditure of adminis
tering the Dried Fruits Act and carrying out 
the duties and functions of the Board was re
imposed at 1-32d per pound, on both dried 
tree and dried vine fruits. 

The following is a statement of receipts 
and expenditure by the Board for 1933-34:--

EXPENDITURE 
July 1, 1933, to June 30, 1934 

Allowances to Chairman, Secre-
tary, and Board Members .. . 

Travelling Expe.nses ........... . 
Fares ....................... · 
Wages ....................... · 
Overtime ................. . 
Postal Expenses ........ . 
Printing . . . . . ................ . 
Proportion of Department of 

Marketing Expenses ....... . 
Contribution to Joint Publicity 

C-ommittee .............. . 
S u n d r i e s-Royal Agricultural 

Show Expenses, Stationery, 
Papers, Family Endowme.nt, 
etc. . ...................... . 

Credit Balance carried forward 
to 1934-35 ................. . 

£ s. d. 

466 9 2 
238 0 4 
160 14 1 
208 4 8 
20 2 0 
51 12 0 
58 411 

100 0 0 

175 0 0 

236 17 3 

2.106 7 7 

£ s,s21 12 o 1 £3,821 12 o 

Iisll!le Mildura Co .. operative Fruit 
Co. Ltd. 

MILDURA 

. £100,000 PAID UP FUNDS £62,000 

Packers and Sellers of Dried Fruit 
HPAOLOCK" BRAND 

p,_ftcU:;.q:"-FRUITS 1PACKED: Sultanas, Currants, Lexias, Walthams, Apricots, Peaches, 
· ... :~:N~Rfarf~e~~ Muscatels. 

.CITRUS ~ACKED: Navel, Valencia and Other Oranges, Mandarins, Lemons, Grape 
F,t"Uit. 

--Manufacturers o'f Marn-..alade, Jams, Lemon and Mixed Peel, Candied Peel, Tomato 
Sauce, Worcester Sauce, Tomato Soup, Lemon Juice, Lemon Squaah, Orange Juice, 
and Other' products • 

Packing Sheds: Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Birdwood 
and Curlwaa 

Sales Offices: Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, London 

Growers are Invifetl to Join the Company 

THE VAN PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN 
(Continued from Page 10) 

3 0 window displays being always on view 
(some of them remaining untouched for two 
months, so attr;ctive do they look and so 
profitable are they to the storekeeper); broad
cast talks fr-om local stations whenever pos
sible, the main point stressed in all talks being 
the health-giving properties of dried fruits; 
requests from the local ·Rotary Club, Chamber 
of Commerce and/or women's organisation to 
be their luncheon guest and/or speaker--oppor
tunities which are jumped at and which mean 
additional publicity to the usual write-up on 
the campaign always given in the local Press; 
the continual display of the industry's pro
ducts before the public gaze day and night; 
the answering of a hundred and one ques
tions on grading, quality, price, etc., and cor
recting the erroneous statements of misin
formed persons on various matters of import 
t'o the grower; the general education of the 
public to a better understanding of the indus
try's difficulties, fostering goodwill and enlist
ing their support. 

PUBLIC'S RESPONSE 
In these days of advanced advertising meth

ods public interest can only be aroused by some
thing out of the ordinary. The Van Publicity 
Campaign does definitely ful:fill that purpose, 
arousing intense interest in both children and 
adults. It is original; the peculiarity of our 
organisation and our product alone making it 
possible. It is enterprising, thorough and 
unique. The representatives receive nothing 
but praise for the growers' initiative and cour
age in conducting such a campaign from ::til 
sections of the community. 

It is not sufficiently understood that before 
advertising can become a sales force it must 
be an educational force; that the first work of 
advertising is not t-o sell goods, but to form 
habits of thinking. From thought comes 
action and from repeated action buying de
velops into habit. 

Free entry is given to schools because head
masters welcome with open arms the education
al gain to the children from this campaign. Es
says are conducted and teachers follow up with 
future reference and questions to the childr~n. 

RESULTS 
After a weeks' work in a country town (lonx 

before one might reasonably expect the best 
results to be obtained), striking proof of the 
stimulus to sales is invariably shown. The 
children's hero-worship of .. the man who 
showed us 'pitchers' at school" results in their 
fixed determination to fulfill the one -promise 
he asked to make, i.e., to t-ake sultana sand
wiches to school twice a week for their lunch. 
Without going into :figures it is easy to see that 
through this one phase of the campaign alone 
the stimulus to sales must be very substantial. 
Storekeepers constantly report that their win
dow displays, in conjunction with all the other 
activities of the publicity representatives, have 
increased sale·s to a remarkable extent. 

It is this constant stimulus in every town 
visit'ed which is doing so much to maintain 
sales within the Commonwealth. Can any 
other primary industry in Australia lay just 
claim to having maintained sales, accompanied 
by a reasonable return to the producer, 
throughout the past five years o-f depression? 

That', at any rate, is what has been accom
plished by the Australian Dried Fruits' Asso
ciation and the several State B~ards and it must 
surely be granted that it is due in very great 
measure to the growers' own enterprise and ef
forts in maintaining a unique and effective Van 
Publicity Campaign; a campaign which has 
a direct and personal appeal to the public, 
not half-hearted nor spasmodic but thorough 
and constant'. A campaign which does the job 
at an approximate cost to the grower of 1-40rh 
nf ld per lb! 
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