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Late season for Sunraysia
Indicators suggest that the grape 
season (vine and bunch development) 
in Sunraysia is about 10 to 14 days later 
than it has been in the previous two years.

Depending on weather conditions 
leading up to harvest, grape 
development and subsequent maturity 
levels may gain a day or two, but is 
highly unlikely to catch up enough to 
become a ‘normal’ season.

Hence, growers should be mindful of 
the timing of critical events such as 
véraison and secondary berry shatter 
which may be later than we have been 
used to over the past couple of years.

Minimise risk of sunburn 
and shatter
Sunburn-sensitive varieties such as 
Sunmuscat and Sunglo may also be at 
risk with the later season.

Growers are advised to keep a close 
watch on weather forecasts of sustained 
hot weather and relate that to the 
development stages of the coming crop.

To reduce the risk of sunburn:  
¡ Maintain adequate soil moisture

¡ Do not disturb the soil, instead it is 
preferable to leave a mulch cover to 
minimise heat reflection.

Create a harvest work 
schedule
Growers should develop a schedule 
aiming to complete summer-pruning 
activities of each of the nominated 
varieties by the following dates.

¡ Carina - No later than the end of 
February

¡ Sultana - No later than the end of 
February - March 2

¡ Sunmuscat - No later than the 1st

week of March

¡ Sunglo - No later than the 1st week 
of March

Under normal circumstances these 
dates provide the optimal conditions 
of day length and temperature to 
successfully get the fruit dry enough 
to harvest. If maturity is delayed, 
consideration must be given to 
hastening the summer pruning and 
wetting operations to ensure the work 
is completed by the suggested dates.

To speed up early breakdown of sultana 
berries, a mixture of 0.6% oil and 0.8% 

potash can be used. To further enhance 
drying an application of 0.5% oil and 0.6% 
potash should be made as the berries are 
beginning to break down (about one week 
after the first application). 

Consideration should be given to 
increasing the recommended rate 
of 0.5% oil and 0.6% potash for 
Sunmuscat and Sunglo to 0.6% oil and 
0.8% potash or even as high as 0.8% 
oil and 1.0% potash.

Chlorpyrifos delisted 
from Spray Diary
Growers are reminded that the 
chemical chlorpyrifos with one common 
product name of Lorsban has been 
removed from the approved chemical 
list in the 2016/17 Dried Fruits Industry 
Spray Diary.

This means that growers are not 
permitted to use this insecticide 
in their spray programs. Where it is 
necessary to control insect pests, they 
must use an alternative chemical.

The delisting is due to the European 
Union (EU) mandating the lowering of 
the Maximum Residue Limit (MRL) of 
chlorpyrifos from 0.5 parts per million 
(ppm) to 0.01ppm in August 2016. 

Prepare for harvest early
Even though the season may be 
running later, it is never too early to 
prepare for harvest.

Equipment should be checked, serviced 
and ready to start when needed.

The increasing number of new patches 
of Swingarm trellis being developed has 
placed additional stress on contractor 
services. It is becoming more difficult 
to have contractors do the work when 
growers want them. So book in early 
with your preferred contractor and keep 
him informed of the development in the 
maturity of your crop and when he might 
be required. 

Keep a watch on the 
weather
Given the likelihood of a later start to 
summer-pruning, it is important to keep 
a watch on the weather and make good 
management decisions about when to 
apply drying emulsions. Do not apply it just 
ahead of any strongly forecast rain. Rather, 
it may be best to wait and apply it in the 
next rain-free period.

The decision of when to harvest is also 
key to a successful outcome. It is better to 
harvest cured fruit at 15%-16% and put it 
through the dehydrator rather than leave 
it on the vine and wait for the fruit to get 
below 13% and get caught with rain on it.

Make the best use of forecasts and any 
good weather opportunities that are 
predicted to enable an easier harvest 
result.

Innovation in Table Grape Production
Location: Robinvale Merbein
Date: Tuesday, 31 January 2017 Wednesday, 1 February 2017
Time: 6:00pm – 9:00pm 6:00pm – 9:00pm
Venue: Property of Anthony Natale

17 Derna Road, Robinvale  
Property of John Argiro
Cnr Wentworth Rd & Paschendale Ave, 
Yelta (look for maroon shed on south 
side Wentworth Rd) 

Cost: $20.00 $20.00 

Agenda

6:00pm Welcome and BBQ dinner with refreshments
Dr Mark Krstic, Melbourne

6:30pm Vineyard Spray Technology 
Alison MacGregor, Mildura 

7:30pm Improving the Colour of Red Table Grapes
Jennifer Hashim-Maguire, AUSCAL Viticulture, Melbourne 

8:30pm Post Harvest management of grapevines
Dr Mark Krstic, Melbourne 

8:50pm General Discussion 

9:00pm Wrap up and Finish 

Please note:  BBQ dinner starting at 6pm and cool refreshment drinks is included in the $20.00 cost.  
See ATGA website for further details about the program or contact: 

Rowena Norris 
M: 0421 553 800 
E: innogrape@gmail.com
W: www.australiangrapes.com.au

InnoGrape is a table grape extension program funded by the William Buckland Foundation

*Note – please bring your InnoGrape folder along to receive your free insert notes.  If you do not have a InnoGrape folder an 
additional $15 per folder will be charged on the night. Session 3 is a field walk session thus new folder note inserts will be handed 

out at the conclusion of the session.

Ensure thorough wetting of bunches to achieve even drying of berries.

InnoGrape Field Walk in 2017
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Mark King
Chairman

BOARD
Chairman
Mark King

Producer - Pomona

Chief Executive Officer
Phil Chidgzey

Board Members
Brian Boulton

Producer - Vinifera

Jenny Treeby 
Producer - Red Cliffs

Stephen Bennett 
Producer - Merbein

Tony Martin 
Producer - Merbein

Warren Lloyd 
Producer - Irymple

Shannon Sharp 
Member with Special Expertise

David Swain 
Sunbeam Foods

Grant Leyden
Sunbeam Foods

Jamie Nemtsas
Murray River Organics

Mike Maynard
Australian Premium Dried Fruits

Mark King
Chairman

Anyone that comes into the Dried Fruits 
Australia office will notice that there 
have been a few changes in the last few 
months. 

The first is the warm smile of our new 
Communications Officer, Lauren Roden. 
A local Mildura girl, Lauren’s background 
in journalism and public relations has 
been evident with the frequent E-news 
that members have been receiving since 
she arrived in September. For those 
growers who haven’t signed up for the 
E-newsletters, you are missing out and 
I encourage you to update your details 
with membership officer Dolores Shaw-
Waite.

Working two days a week in the office, 
I am sure you will see Lauren about 
at DFA functions and around the DFA 
office.

The Industry Development Officer 
project finished at the end of 2016. 
John Hawtin will remain at the office 
working on new dried grape varieties 
commercialisation and other support 
tasks in a part time capacity. I’d like 
to thank John for all his work with the 
growers and I’m sure we’ll see him out 
and about.

Also finishing up is our Chief Executive 
Officer Phil Chidgzey, who has decided 
to retire after 15 years at the helm. 

During this time he has helped lift the 
industry from an all-time low, attracting 
growers back to dried fruits, increasing 
acerage planted, national tonnage 
and securing the future for us all. He 
played a key role in the successful anti-
dumping case against Greek currants. 
In addition, he has overseen the change 
in name from Australian Dried Fruits 
Association to Dried Fruits Australia 
and orchestrated the move from Deakin 
avenue to the more efficient and better 
work environment at Lemon street which 
shifted the DFA budget from the red to a 
surplus last year.

Phil will remain part of the DFA 
community, working directly with the 
Australian Prune Industry Association 
and Australian Dried Tree Fruits.

On behalf of the board and staff I 
would like to thank Phil for his continual 
commitment and dedication to the dried 
fruits industry and we wish him well for 
the future. 

The Board has approved the 
appointment of Anne Mansell as the 
new CEO of Dried Fruits Australia. Anne 

is the Director of a family citrus property 
in Colignan, so understands firsthand the 
issues affecting growers in Sunraysia. 
However, she also comes with extensive 
experience in the corporate world, having 
worked as the Executive Officer of 
Sunraysia Area Consultative Committee, 
the CEO of Mildura Development 
Corporation for almost five years, and 
most recently Policy officer for Federal 
Member for Mallee, Andrew Broad.

Anne is expected to take up the position 
in February.

In other staff changes we continue to 
look for a suitable candidate to fill the 
Field Officer position. Working two days 
a week, the officer will liaise closely with 
growers concentrating on implementing 
and improving best practices and 
increasing yields and grower returns.

The 2017 crop looks to be an average 
crop. The 11 November storm left a trail 
of destruction as it passed through 20th 
street Cardross and onto Red Cliffs. 
Damage reports have varied from 5% 
loss to 100% crop loss and will require 
a couple of years before producing fruit 
again.

The tragedy is enormous for those 
growers and Dried Fruits Australia has 
been talking to both State and Federal 
Governments to see what aid can be 
forthcoming. 

Dried Fruits Australia’s timely action with 
the Hail Recovery Field Walk and expert 
advice followed up by the information 
pack were appreciated by members. We 
will continue to monitor developments 
with State and Federal Governments, 
passing on information to affected 
growers.

On a more positive note, I’d like to say 
how pleased I am that the ‘Backpacker 
tax’ has finally been resolved.

I’d also like to welcome Mike Maynard 
back to the Dried Fruits Australia Board 
as Australian Premium Dried Fruits 
returns as a processor member. It’s 
nice to finally have all local processors 
sitting around the Board room table and 
working together for the future of our 
industry. 
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2016 has been as usual, an interesting 
year. The year we call ‘boring’ will be 
extraordinary! 

The battles often seem never-ending. 
We are constantly at ends with retail 
markets and market access, whether 
that be domestic or international. 
Coupled with ongoing issues including 
fruit quality and quantity, water 
supply, good labour supply, chemical 
access, nature’s little 6 and 8 legged 
gifts, competing growers, councils, 
greenies, consumers, compliance, Hort 
Innovation, politicians, and our most 
feared adversary - ‘the bureaucrats’! 
And while we have no control over 
them, extreme weather events continue 
to be problematic for our industry, 
and our thoughts are with the growers 
whose crops have been devastated by 
the November hail event in Sunraysia.

Our market battles are almost a part 
of life, and generally we deal with 
those issues as they occur. Often they 
are beyond our control and need to 
be addressed on the run. Our Chief 
Executive Jeff Scott has done a 
great job of maintaining, and at times 
reinstating, our markets, and I believe 
we are very fortunate to have someone 
of his ability in our corner. 

That said, much of the industry’s 
progress has been due in no small 
part to John Argiro and Nick Muraca’s 
advice, council and passion for the 
table grape industry. John’s recent 
leadership at a local fruit fly strategy 
meeting is just one example of the 
determination and strength he brings to 
our industry. The experience, mentoring 
and leadership that these men, and 
other ATGA Board members bring to 
our industry is invaluable. 

At the time of writing this report the 
Emerald season has almost finished 
for yet another year, and Mundubbera 
growers are about to start picking Flame 
Seedless. Prices have been excellent; 
a direct reflection of the lower yields 
coming out of Emerald this year. This is a 
good thing for all growers, and a pleasant 
change from the oversupply we have 
experienced over the past few years. 

There have been rumours of new 
plantings in the central and northern 
parts of the state, which will add to the 
early season supply and put an end to 
our good returns. 

There is a common assumption that 
we operate in a supply and demand 

industry, which I believe to be 
incorrect. This rationale quickly goes 
out the window when major suppliers 
are struggling for orders, and start 
discounting a short supply product to 
gain a foothold in specific markets. My 
advice to all growers is to look after 
your export customers, it is the way to 
secure the industry’s future, particularly 
to those in Sunraysia.

The proposed changes to the 
backpacker tax are a classic example 
of what we small businesses deal 
with regularly. There appears to be 
a lack of understanding towards the 
bigger issues, which can only result 
in consequences from a proposal that 
“sounded like a good idea at the time!” 
The bigger issue is that there is no 
accountability for poor policy advice, 
whereas if we make a bad call on our 
farm, it’s our hip pocket that suffers the 
consequences.

That being said, we are all still growing 
grapes, and obviously love what we do. 
As one of the leaders of our industry I 
believe it is important to foster the next 
generation of Australian table grape 
growers and industry representatives. 
This means encouraging younger 
growers to attend meetings, and more 
importantly, letting them have their 
say. We all suffer from foot in mouth 
disease at some time or another, but 
if we offer constructive criticism and 
encouragement we will be able to pass 
the industry baton to a future ATGA 
board member.

On a final note, Rowena Norris 
continues to be a great asset to our 
industry, and even though she has 
moved away from Sunraysia, it’s a small 
world and she is fulfilling her role and 
completing all that is required. Thanks 
again to the ATGA Board members who 
have continued to support me as their 
Chairman for another year. 
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Cover story

Taking on Australia’s iconic rural leadership program

Rebecca Lomman is a highly skilled, 
dedicated individual who is passionate 
about rural Australia. Having moved to 
St George in south-west Queensland in 
2012, Rebecca keeps busy dividing her 
time between working on her husband’s 
family horticulture farm, developing 
local high-value horticulture supply 
chains, running her own premium 
produce business, as well as managing 
some research, writing and regional 
economic development projects. 

Prior to her relocation to country 
Queensland, Rebecca worked in the 
finance industry for 10 years, latterly 
as the Vice President at a global 
investment bank in both London 
and Sydney. Her latest challenge is 
as a participant in Course 23 of the 
Australian Rural Leadership Program 
(ARLP).

For those who are unfamiliar with 
the program, the Australian Rural 
Leadership Program is rural Australia’s 
iconic leadership development 
program. It aims to produce a network 
of informed, capable and ethical 
leaders who can work collaboratively to 
advance the interests of their industries, 
businesses, communities and rural 
Australia in general.

 The ARLP is a scholarship-based 
program that prepares rural leaders for 
the challenges that lie ahead. It builds 
the capacity of leaders, providing 
education and support so that they 
can continue to lead the way forward 
driving innovation and best-practice. 

The program consists of up to 50 days 
face-to-face, delivered in multiple 
sessions over 15 months. Five of 
these sessions take place in locations 
across Australia, and one takes place 
overseas. Group size is 30 to 35 
leaders. Additional development occurs 
via flexible learning. 

In this Q&A we hear about the program 
and the skills Rebecca has learned since 
starting the program in August 2016.

Q. Firstly, congratulations 
Rebecca on being accepted 

into the Australian Rural Leadership 
Program. Was it a program you had 
always been interested in, or were 
you encouraged to apply?

A. Thank you, I’m excited and 
feel privileged to be part of the 

program! 

I was approached by a couple of 
people who knew about the program 
and suggested I apply. Up until that 
point, I hadn’t heard of the program; 
but a quick chat with some local alumni 
and a peruse of the ARLP website soon 
had me hitting the apply button. I was 
offered a place on the program, with 
the backing and sponsorship support of 
the Federal Department of Agriculture. 

Q. What are you hoping to learn 
from participating in this  

            program?

A. My cohort is now a few months 
into the 18-month program and 

I feel I’ve learnt so much already. So 
far key learnings have centred around 

my personal leadership development, 
which I had expected, but I didn’t 
expect that it would be such an 
invaluable learning journey so early in 
to the program. I’m looking forward to 
continuing to push myself out of my 
comfort zone in further developing my 
leadership capabilities, but more than 
that, I’m excited to be able to apply that 
to making a real and positive impact on 
the Australian agriculture industry and 
our rural communities.

Q. There are several program 
participants, what 

opportunities are there to engage 
and learn from one another’s 
experiences in agriculture?

A. Aside from the personal 
leadership development I’m 

taking from this program, I truly believe 
one of the biggest benefits of the 
program is the people. I’m only a few 
months in and have already started 
to develop lasting, beneficial and 
meaningful relationships with the other 
participants in my cohort, as well as 
with alumni. 

Including our cohort, there are over 700 
graduates from all over Australia in the 
ARLP network. I still can’t quite believe 
that I now have the opportunity to 
engage with this amazing and enormous 
network of rural and regional leaders. 

Q. You recently travelled to 
Western Australia’s Kimberley 

region as part of the program 
schedule, what were the benefits of 
being whisked away to the remote 
parts of Australia?

Course 23 of the ARLP in the Kimberley WA in August 2016.
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A. The opportunity to pull ourselves 
away from daily life and focus 

on ourselves is something most people 
feel is almost impossible to do. I’ll be 
honest, before going, I was extremely 
worried about stepping away from my 
life and our business, I felt guilty and 
self-indulgent. 

Following the experience, I couldn’t 
have felt better. It gave me time to 
focus on my own development, and the 
space to consider new ideas and fresh 
perspectives. I truly believe I came 
back to our life and business as a more 
effective and balanced leader. 

That said, I am far from the ‘finished 
article’ in leadership terms and still 
have a lot to learn both within the 
program and outside of it, but I think 
the Kimberley experience was one 
of the most extreme and beneficial 
personal development exercises I’ve 
had. Of course, it helps that it just 
happens to be one of the most beautiful 
places in the world too!

Q. Of the modules included in 
the program, which have you 

completed and which are you looking 
forward to the most?

A. So far, we’ve had the Kimberley 
experience and I’ve just 

returned from a week in Melbourne, 
where we had the opportunity to 
renew and strengthen our professional 
relationships with our cohort, 
alumni and various other industry 
professionals, while further 

developing key leadership capabilities, 
including communication, ethics, 
values, principles, mentoring, and 
managing the work-life balance. We 
still have a couple of trips in Australia, 
where we’ll focus on community, 
regional and national leadership, 
advocacy and influence. 
In between trips we have been given 
some reading and work to do. The 
reading materials have been incredibly 
interesting and insightful and as the 
focus of the program is on experiential 
learning, the workload hasn’t been too 
onerous. 

I’m looking forward to an overseas 
trip next year. I think it will be a great 
opportunity to see our own country and 
leadership styles from international and 
multi-cultural perspectives. 

Q. It is early days, but has 
anything stood out from the 

program and made you think “I will 
implement that at home”?

A. There have already been 
too many ‘aha’ moments to 

mention, some have reinforced what 
I thought I already knew, others have 
been completely new ideas or learning 
experiences. The most beneficial, from 
a personal development perspective, 
have been those that I’ve initially found 
a little confronting, but have been able 
to turn in to positive development 
experiences, within the supportive and 
professional environment provided by 
the program. 

Q. Would you encourage others 
to apply for this program and  

            why?

A. I really couldn’t recommend this 
program more highly. Whilst 

there have been a few challenging 
aspects so far, they have been well 
and truly outweighed by the amazing 
learning and development opportunities 
and experiences, not to mention my 
rapidly growing network of inspiring, 
amazing and down-to-earth rural 
leaders!

Rebecca with husband Robert Lomman at the Partners and family member dinner in 
Melbourne.

ARLP Course 23 group, from left: Neale Sutton, Stephen Martin, Rebecca Lomman, May 
Taylor, Sally Mitchell, Carol Huggins, Alistair Sherwin and Russell Fisher.
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News

Innovative Queenslanders take out agriculture awards
Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries 
and Minister for Rural Economic 
Development Bill Byrne has 
congratulated the winners of the 2016 
Peter Kenny Medal and the Minister’s 
Emerging Leaders Award, who have 
been recognised for their contribution 
to the agricultural sector at the 
AgFutures Conference in Brisbane.

Minister Byrne said the awards had 
been established in 2016 to reward 
and encourage those who had made 
outstanding contributions to a better 
future in agriculture, fisheries or 
forestry.

At the conference dinner Dan Papacek 
was named the winner of the 2016 
Peter Kenny Medal while Claire Dunne 
won the Emerging Leaders Award.

“These awards have attracted a very 
strong field of applicants and the 
winners are very worthy recipients.  
I congratulate all of the nominees,”  
Mr Byrne said.

The Peter Kenny Medal, and $3000, 
was the prize for innovation leading 
to profitability and sustainability. “Mr 
Kenny was an influential and devoted 
advocate of agriculture, rural education 
and regional communities. He was 
passionate about agriculture and 
rural issues and educating the next 

generation of producers. Applicants 
for this prize had to be involved in 
agriculture, fisheries or forestry in some 
capacity,” Mr Byrne said.

“Winner Dan Papacek is a leader in 
his field, committed to advancing 
Queensland agriculture through the use 
of integrated pest management.

“His mission is to help Australian 
growers achieve best practice 
management with minimal pesticides.

“Dan has been a true role model 
and leader through his generosity 
in educating and mentoring young 
researchers and providing unfunded 
extension advice to growers.

“He started his business ‘Bugs for 
Bugs’ in Munduberra in 1981, at a time 
when integrated pest management and 
use of beneficial insects to control pest 
insects was not common practice.

“Dan’s perseverance and belief in 
the science has meant that Bugs for 
Bugs is now one of Australia’s leading 
suppliers of biological control agents.”

The Palaszczuk Government is 
committed to driving innovation, 
building on Queensland’s natural 
advantages and raising Queensland’s 
profile as attractive investment 
destination.

“Building this future will largely 
depend on attracting and nurturing 
Queensland’s best and brightest by 
giving them opportunities to develop 
their skills and put their ideas into 
action,” Mr Byrne said.

“These awards have revealed the high 
calibre of nominees from a across a 
variety of industries and roles, and the 
finalists all demonstrated exceptional 
leadership in their chosen fields. I 
commend them for their hard work, 
commitment and passion for advancing 
Queensland’s agricultural interests.”

Recently, an inspection station for 
food health and residual pesticides 
has opened in a Xining supermarket. 
It is the first inspection station to open 
in the province, where tests for food 
safety and traces of residual pesticides 
will be made on behalf of the citizens. 
The whole service is offered for free and 
guarantees everyone that the food on 
the table is healthy.

The establishment of the inspection 
station is an initiative of the city’s 
Northern region Food, Pesticide and 
Market Supervision Bureau. Two 
types of quick tests were used, one 
for residual pesticide and one for 
residual veterinary medicines. It relies 
on the PRC code GB5009.199 and is 
a step towards high accuracy and high 
speed testing. The inspection station 
emphasises residual pesticide testing, 
veterinary medicine testing and illegal 
food additive testing. Whether it is fruit,

vegetables, meat or pre-packaged 
food, bulk purchase or a single 
purchase, everything can be tested 
in the laboratory if people have any 
suspicions. Inspections can mostly be 
done on the spot. The quickest results 
can be obtained within 3 minutes and 
the whole set of tests takes only 15 
minutes to conduct.

Source: www.wangxingxing.net

Publication date: 11/10/2016

Inspection station opened in Qinghai

Dan Papacek celebrates winning the 2016 Peter Kenny Medal with wife Anne.
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NEED FARM WORKERS FOR

All at NO COST

PRUNING, THINNING, PICKING OR PACKING?
MADEC HARVEST LABOUR SERVlCES WILL:  
• Source workers 
• Conduct crop specific safety inductions 
• Complete immigration checks
• Issue photo ID cards

Training for 
Authorised Officers
Training on the new Biosecurity Act 
2015 is currently being developed for 
Authorised Officers.

Training will consist of a mix of online 
and face to face sessions. Ten online 
modules to reflect the key components 
of the Act are currently being developed 
and will be available to officers in the 
new year. Study guides are also being 
developed to complement the online 
modules. Authorised officers will be 
awarded a certificate of attainment 
upon completion.

Face-to-face sessions focused on real 
and practical scenarios will also be 
rolled out in the new year.

To assist with developing a broader 
understanding of the legislation by 
industry and community, it is proposed 
that the online modules will also be 
made available more broadly prior to 
commencement of the act.

PMA Australia-
New Zealand (PMA 
A-NZ) and Produce 
Plus are pleased 
to announce that 

entries for the sixth annual Marketer of 
the Year Award are now open.

Celebrating outstanding achievement in 
the marketing of fresh fruit, vegetables 
and flowers in Australia and New 
Zealand, the PMA-Produce Plus 
Marketer of the Year Award 2017 will 
be presented at the inaugural Hort 
Connections conference and trade 
show in Adelaide on 15-17 May.

The Marketer of the Year Award is open 
to any individual or team member who 
has shown excellence in the marketing 
of fresh fruit, vegetables or flowers in 
Australia or New Zealand in the past year.

Nominees can be from any part of 
the value chain – whether it be a 
seed producer marketing its offering 
to growers, a packaging company 
marketing its solutions to distributors, 
or a retailer marketing its products to 
consumers.

Entries open for 2017 Marketer 
of the Year Award

“This is a fantastic opportunity 
for marketers to gain industry-
wide recognition, not only for their 
businesses and their products, but also 
for their personal efforts,” said Renee 
Harrison, Marketing Manager of PMA 
A-NZ.

“Marketing plays such a vital role 
throughout the value chain and we’ve 
enjoyed covering some excellent 
examples of fresh fruit and vegetable 
marketing in Produce Plus over this 
past year,” said Gabrielle Easter, Editor 
of Produce Plus. 

“Competition for this award has been 
increasing each year and we’re looking 
forward to receiving some great 
nominations for the 2017 Marketer of 
the Year Award.”

Entries close 31 March 2017, with self-
nominations and nominations by third 
parties welcome.

Send in your nominations for the 2017 
Marketer of the Year Award at:  
www.pma-anz.com/MOYA
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International trade shows 

Diary 2017

Promoting Aussie grapes on the global stage

FEBRUARY
8-10 Fruit Logistica, Berlin exhibition 

grounds, Germany.  
W: fruitlogistica.de/en/

26- Gulfood 2017, Dubai World 
Trade Center, Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates.  
W: gulfood.com

MARCH
7-10 FOODEX Japan, W: jma.or.jp

APRIL
5-8 14th Food & Hotel Indonesia 

2017, Jakarta International 
Expo Centre, Kemayoran, 
Indonesia.  
W: foodhotelindonesia.com

23-27 Australia Made Expo 
2017, Shangri-La Hotel in 
Guangzhou, China.  
W: australiachinaexpo.com

2 Mar

25-27 9th Food and Hotel Vietnam, 
Saigon Exhibition and 
Convention Center, Ho Chi 
Minh City, Vietnam.  
W: foodnhotelvietnam.com/en/
home

MAY 
8-11 HOFEX, Hong Kong 

Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, Hong Kong.  
W: hofex.com

12-13 Riverina Field Days, Griffith 
Showgrounds.  
W: riverinafielddays.com

15-17 Hort Connections, Adelaide 
Convention Centre

16-18 PMA Fresh Connections 2017, 
Adelaide.  
T: (03) 9320 8665,  
E: info@pmafreshconnections.
com.au,  
W: pmafreshconnections.com.au

16-19 Seoul Food & Hotel 2015, 
Korean International Exhibition 
Center, Korea.  
W: seoulfoodnhotel.col.kr

18-20 SIAL China, Shanghai New 
International Expo Centre, 
Shanghai, China.  
W: sialchina.com

19-20 Mildura Field Days, TAFE 
campus Benetook Avenue, 
Mildura. Contact: Field Days 
Coordinator, M: 0487 021 122 
E: info@mildurafielddays.com.au,
W: mildurafielddays.com.au

19-21 XXXVI World Nut and Dried 
Fruit Congress, Chennai, India. 
W: nutfruitcongress.org

JULY
6-8 Ag-grow Field days, Emerald, 

Queensland.  
W: aggrow.com.au

The months of September, October and 
November see a hive of international 
trade activity for members of the fresh 
produce sector, as major trade fairs 
are held throughout Asia and now the 
Middle East. Industry professionals, 
exporters, importers and growers 
flock to major events including Asia 
Fruit Logistica, China FVF and World 
of Perishables, Dubai to promote and 
expand their businesses.

The Australian Table Grape Association 
has helped build strong foundation for 
trade in Asian markets as a result of its 
continuing presence at these shows 
and the associated networking and 
development of industry contacts.

Asia Fruit Logistica
Asia Fruit Logistica, Asia’s only 
dedicated fresh fruit and vegetable 
trade show, celebrated its 10th

anniversary with record visitor and 
exhibitor numbers. This year visitor 
numbers increased 22% on last year 
to more than 11,000 and exhibition 
space increased by 18%. Altogether, 
some 665 companies from 37 different 
countries exhibited their products and 
services at the trade fair, an increase of 
almost 100 on the 2015 edition.

A visitor for the past three years, Josef 
Lazzara from J&F Lazzara & Sons said 

it was great to see how the Australian 
pavilion and the overall Australian 
presence had expanded over this time. 
“We’ve met with a good cross-section 
of buyers, both existing and new.”

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott has 
been flying the flag for Aussie grapes 
at Asia Fruit Logistica for several 
years now. “This year there was a lot 
of interest in Australian grapes from 
Chinese importers,” he said. “We met 
new people in the industry, some who 
import high volumes of fruit from the 
United States and Chile, and were 
delighted with their decision to seek 

more information about importing from 
Australia.”

Part of Asia Fruit Logistica’s success is 
that so many visitors to the show are 
decision-makers within their company. 
It is a great networking opportunity, 
but also a time to nurture existing 
relationships.  

China World Fruit & 
Vegetable Fair
Held in Beijing on 30 October –  
1 November, China FVF is unique 
because of the close co-operation with 
the General Administration of Quality 
Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine 
(AQSIQ).

The event is organised around three 
important pillars: facilitating access for 
foreign products to the Chinese market 
and relevant AQSIQ officials; providing 
guidance and support for foreign 
buyers in China; and putting Chinese 
products and producers on a global 
stage.

The Australian Pavilion was one of 14 
National Pavilions at the fair. Mr Scott 
said as in previous years, it was the 
excellent networking opportunities with 
AQSIQ and CIQA that made this event 
a must on the ATGA calendar. 
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Backpacker tax breakthrough
Deputy Prime Minister and Leader of 
The Nationals, Barnaby Joyce, has 
welcomed a breakthrough on the 
so-called backpacker tax which will 
commence at 15% in the New Year.

An eleventh-hour agreement between 
the Australian Greens and the Coalition 
to support the amended backpacker 
tax bill, enabled the legislation to 
finally pass both Houses of Parliament.

Under the agreement, the withholding 
tax rate for 417 and 462 visas will be 
set at 15%, consistent with the income 
tax rate applicable to 416  visa holders 

under the Seasonal Workers Program.

The superannuation arrangements 
for Working Holiday Makers has been 
amended and will be set at 65% for 
all 417 and 462 Visa holders from 1 
July 2017. In addition, the government 
agreed to provide a one-off additional 
funding commitment of $100 million to 
Landcare Australia. 

Mr Joyce welcomed the 
announcement by the Greens to 
ensure the 15% rate was passed 
which he said would give certainty 
to those sections of the horticulture 

industry reliant on backpackers.

The Deputy Prime Minister remained 
critical of the Labor Party and Senator 
Jacquie Lambie who he said ‘did 
everything to blow the show up’ by 
standing in the way of a breakthrough 
for reasons of ‘pure political malice’.

Mr Joyce described the breakthrough 
as a “common-sense outcome” and 
thanked the Greens and three of the 
four One Nation Senators for offering 
their support to the Liberals and 
Nationals to resolve the issue. 

Register for disease outbreak warnings
Victorian grape growers are 
encouraged to register for a Property 
Identification Code (PIC) to receive 
alerts about disease outbreaks in their 
neighbourhood.

The Victorian Viticulture Biosecurity 
Committee, which includes Dried 
Fruits Australia and the Australian 
Table Grape Association, would like all 
growers to have access to the system. 
A PIC is compulsory under the Plant 

Biosecurity Act 2010 for all growers of 
more than 0.5 hectares. 

Registered PIC growers are 
automatically sent an early warning 
notification of a biosecurity event. This 
provides growers with the information 
they need to make informed 
management decisions.

While there has been an increase in 
registrations in Sunraysia and the Yarra 

Valley, the latest statewide figures 
suggest only 713 out of 2,500 wine, 
table and dried fruit grape growers have 
a PIC. 

Registration is free, and can be done 
by contacting the PIC helpline on 1800 
678 779 or visiting the Agriculture 
Victoria website: www.agriculture.vic.
gov.au/agriculture/horticulture/property-
identification-codes 
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DFA Chief Executive’s report

Members encouraged to utilise online library

Phil Chidgzey
DFA CEO

Dried fruit import statistics
Import statistics (tonnes) for the 8-month period from 1 March,2016 to 31 October, 2016

Total dried grapes imports: 12,507t
up 390t on the same period last 
year

Sultana: 10,737t 
up 1,090t on the same period last 
year 
Main suppliers: Turkey 8,541t,  
China 1,501t

Currant: 372t 
down 506t on the same period last 
year. 
Main suppliers: Greece 261t, South 
Africa 110t

Other dried grapes (TSRs): 1,398t 
down193t on the same period last year
Main suppliers: US 530t, China 219t

Dried apricot: 2,342t 
down 377t on the same period last 
year 
Main suppliers: Turkey 1,879t, US 
352t

Prune: 1,812t 
up 356t on the same period last year
Main suppliers: Chile 1,067t, US 699t

Dried Fruits Australia members can 
access a wide range of industry 
information through the online library.

The library is a key feature of the 
DFA website, and is part of a secure 
members’ area that houses important 
news, reports and industry information, 
useful documents, and other historically 
significant information.

The library was created as an outcome 
of the Dried Fruits Knowledge 
Management Project, which aimed 
to collate all industry references and 
research data in one location. More 
than 1,500 publications, including 
research papers, best practice 
information, books, and past issues 
of The Vine and its predecessor Dried 
Fruits News, are now available.

This project has preserved knowledge 
accumulated over several decades, and 
by bringing it together in one convenient 
location, improved its accessibility and 
usefulness to the industry.

Just this month Dried Fruits Australia 
was contacted by the NSW State 
Library about an article that appeared 
in the Summer 2016/17edition of their 
Magazine for Members. Senior Curator 
for Research and Discovery, Alison 

Wishart had written the article about the 
early years of the dried fruits industry 
and wanted to share it with today’s 
growers. 

Her story, Soldiers, sunshine & sultanas, 
is the latest addition to DFA’s online 
library and shows the diversity of 
material available for the prosperity of 
future generations. See the coloured 
box for an introduction to this 
interesting historical piece.

The library is available to all grower and 
processor members.

I encourage our members to contact 
the DFA office and register to use 
the members’ section of the website 
and browse through the library – you 
never know what useful tips you may 
find to help increase productivity and 
profitability on the farm.

The registration process is quick 
and easy – members need to talk to 
Membership Officer Dolores Shaw-
Wait at the DFA office, confirm their 
email address (which becomes their 
username), and create a password.

WOR D S Alison Wishart*
D R A M A T I C  E V E N T S  B E S E T 

T H E  E A R L Y  Y E A R S  O F  T H E  A U S T R A L I A N 

D R I E D  F R U I T S  I N D U S T R Y .

Soldiers, 
SUNSHINE

& sultanas

‘Tis the season for making 
Christmas cakes and 
puddings. But did you 
know that the dried fruits 
you’re soaking in brandy 
have travelled a long and 
sometimes controversial 
path from vine to table 
over the past century? 
They were expected to 
bring salvation to soldiers 
returning from the First 
World War but, ironically, 
were a source of debt and 
despair.
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Sunbeam/Angas Park 
Dried Fruit Contacts:
David Swain, Supply Manager Dried Fruit: 

M: 0407 834 044

Alan Lister, Field Officer:  

M: 0409 437 801 

Gary Simpson, Field Officer:  

M: 0429 960 234

Barry Bottams, Field Officer:  

M: 0439 214 477 

Steve Barty, Field Officer South Australia: 

M: 0417 838 908

Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

Dried grape and tree fruit crops were 
savaged by the 11 November hail 
storm. Significant crop loss has been 
recorded, particularly in the Red Cliffs 
and Cardross areas and through a 
wide band in South Australia. It is 
estimated that the dried grape crop will 
be reduced by 10% and tree fruit more 
than 50%. It is not the best start to the 
season. 

Dried grapes 
Unseasonal weather conditions through 
September to November have drawn 
out flowering and berry set periods 
and growers have had to manage their 
vines differently from previous seasons. 
Bunch numbers on sultana are down 
on the previous two years; Sunmuscat 
is again proving its reputation for 
consistent cropping with good bunch 
numbers; Carina is also showing a 
good crop and it looks like raisins will 
be plentiful. 

The combination of low bunch number 
and hail damage has reduced the 
volume of available Australian product. 
Having built a strong export presence 
over the last two years, we are hopeful 
that harvest and drying conditions are 
favourable to maximise production of 
light-coloured quality fruit. There have 
also been gains with specific markets 
recognising amber-coloured sultana/
Sunmuscat and reducing the reliance 
on light coloured fruit.

On the international front, Turkey has 
produced more than 300,000 tonnes of 
sultanas this season, bouncing back from 
around 170,000t in 2015. The additional 
volume of fruit will have a detrimental 
effect on global pricing as the Turks 
strive to regain the export markets lost to 
California in the last 12 months.

Leading into harvest it is a good time 
for growers to review the available 
harvest information and plan for 
a successful season. Dried Fruits 
Australia’s Best Practice Guides and 
the Dried Grape Production Manual 
are valuable resources that should be 
regularly referred to. It is also a good 
time to make sure that all the elements 
of the Dried Grape Approved Supplier 
Program are covered.

This year we will expand our plastic bin 
stock by 6,500 units which covers 75% 
of our crop needs. This allows growers 
to use plastic bins for 100% of their 

requirements, including solid bins (no 
vents) for currants. Wooden bins will be 
available for those growers who are still 
modifying machinery to handle plastic 
bins.

In the 2nd half of 2016, Sunbeam 
held half a dozen grower field walks/ 
information sessions focusing on vine 
physiology, nutrition, crop development 
and fruitfulness and maximising 
sultana, Sunmuscat and Carina currant 
yields. Qualified presenters provided 
growers with the best information 
available and enabled growers to share 
experiences from a practical sense. The 
sessions were very well received by 
growers and we plan to offer a program 
of similar events through 2017. 

Prunes
Extensive winter rains provided plenty of 
nervous times as growers waited to see 
what effect the waterlogged soil would 
have on fruit set. Fortunately, it looks as 
though there has been little trouble and 
trees have produced an above average 
crop, which in some cases has been 
thinned to maximise fruit size. 

Crop size continues to be an area of 
improvement. In 2016 grower returns 
rose with the percentage of fruit in the 
pittable size increasing from 50% to 
65%, and the best size fruit grade outs 
achieving $2,550-$2,630 per tonne. 
It was still below the target of 80%, 
requiring imports of large pitted prunes 
to supplement Australian supplies.

The Angas Park Prune Quality Awards 
were implemented in 2015 to recognise 
three growers on an annual basis that 
produce fruit that best meets Angas 
Park’s quality specifications of size, 
consistent moisture (18%), ease of 
grading, ease of processing, with 
minimal skin damage and stickiness. 

We congratulate the 2016 winners:  
J & R Adams; Miglnark Management 
(Gatto Family); and S & C Raciti Family 
Trust. Our winners were hosted to an 

all-expenses paid weekend for two in 
Sydney where they enjoyed a day at 
the Rosehill races. The Quality Awards 
will again be a feature of 2017 as we 
continue to focus on producing what 
the market requires -  good quality, 
clean, large-sized fruit.

Tree fruit
Tree fruit crops have been ravaged 
by the 11 November hail event. 
Angas Park’s Pike River property was 
devastated with 75% of fruit stripped 
from the tree and the remaining 
25% severely pitted; no fruit will be 
harvested from the property this 
season. Several other growers in 
the region reported similar damage, 
leading to estimates that dried tree fruit 
supplies will be less than half of the 
previous harvest.

Fortunately, Angas Park has carryover 
stock from 2015/16 to supplement the 
2016/17 volume to fill both retail and 
industrial market needs. While we did 
export a small volume of fruit last year, 
we won’t have the quantity available to 
support this market in 2017. 

Angas Park’s Prune Quality Award winners for 2016 and AP staff pictured during their 
trip to Sydney.

Storm damage reduces crops
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ATGA Chief Executive’s report

Jeff Scott
ATGA CEO

Storm ends season for some, but export markets 
continue to thrive

The unfortunate hail event on 11 
November caused devastating 
destruction for around 80 growers with 
some growers recording 100% loss and 
other 60-80%. The mini tornado, as it 
was described, caused destruction in 
the Cardross, Red Cliffs and Paringi 
regions. The Deputy Prime Minister 
Barnaby Joyce and the Victorian 
Agriculture Minister Jaala Pulford both 
attended Mildura within a week of the 
storm to see first hand and to talk to 
affected growers. 

The Victorian Government set up a 
disaster recovery centre and assigned 
full time officers to gain the full impact 
of the storm and to assess what, if any, 
offer of assistance they could support 
the growers with. 

The extent of the damage has been 
assessed at anywhere between 2-2.5 
million boxes of table grapes lost, or 
around 15% of the national production. 
The loss was not confined to table 
grape growers, with wine grape, dried 
fruit and almond growers also affected.

The latest report from the Victorian 
Government is that the Premier had 
written to the Prime Minister requesting 
the damage be classified as a Category 
C disaster which if approved by the 
Prime Minister should see some 
financial relief for the growers.

Export registration
The AGTA has again finalised the export 
registration process with nearly 220 
growers registered for China, Japan, 
Thailand, Korea and Vietnam in 2017. 

All growers have been audited; 
however, some issues with the 
auditing process were reported. The 
Australian Table Grape Association will 
discuss these with the Department of 
Agriculture and Water Resources as we 
continue to make improvements going 
forward. At the same we will review the 
actual software development and the 
new additions requested by the DAWR 
this year, such as pest monitoring 
reporting. 

The ATGA has been a trailblazer in 

the export registration process and 
this year will manage the export 
registration of Australian apple, pear 
and summerfruit growers.

Study tour facilitates trade
A recent study tour for growers and 
exporters organised by the ATGA was 
undertaken in December 2016 visiting 
the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. 

A busy schedule was arranged in each 
country visiting the various retail outlets 
from traditional wet markets, through to 
convenience stores, supermarkets and 
hypermarkets. A number of cold chain 
premises were also visited. 

As well there were individual meetings 
with the relevant personelle at each 
location where market insights were 
discussed in detail. 

In each country, leading importers 
were invited to attend an information 
session with the delegates. The session 
commenced with an address by 
the ATGA followed by presentations 
from each member of the delegation. 
Business-to-business speed dating 
meetings were then arranged with every 
importer in attendance as an introduction 
for future commercial arrangements. 

Delegates were given further 
opportunities to meet over 20 new 
business partners at a networking 
reception held at the Australian 
Ambassador’s home in Vietnam. 

Feedback from the grower/exporter 
delegation was extremely positive. A 
jam-packed itinerary had delivered great 
outcomes of new relationships and the 
certainty of export-generated sales.

South Korea
The ATGA is negotiating with Austrade 
Seoul to embark on a new promotional 
campaign in South Korea. 

Korean consumers buy on appearance, 
not taste, and Australia has had 
difficulty selling amber-coloured 
Thompson Seedless. This year to help 
growers develop a market for their 
golden-coloured fruit which eats well, 
we are going to re-brand Thompson 
Seedless as ‘Tams Gold’. The objective 
is to convince the Korean consumer 
to taste Australian Thompsons in the 
hope they will like the sweet taste and 
commence purchasing the variety. 

Korea imports over 50,000 tonnes of 
grapes a year and the industry would 
like to build Australia’s share to around 
5,000t over the next few years. 

Now! In Season
Planning is underway for the Now! 
In Season promotional campaign. 
Promotions showcasing Victorian fresh 
produce are scheduled to take place 
in Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Philippines Indonesia and the United 
Arab Emirates during 2017. 

Now! In Season is gaining momentum 
in Asian countries with table grapes 
prominently displayed in a number 
of stores throughout those countries 
coupled with point-of-sale material and 
in-store sampling.

AGM
The ATGA recently held its Annual 
General Meeting. Richard Lomman was 
elected Chairman and Jeremy Boyd 
from Robinvale, Deputy Chair.

On tour in Asia during December.
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Global grape goss
Below are some headlines from across the globe which recently caught our 
attention! We have provided the source of each article should you decide to locate 
the full story. Note: these are amended versions of the published article.

Global grape goss

Chile: Up to 70% of 
grapes split due to rain
Published: 15/12/2016

The unusual rains recorded last week 
in central Chile caused significant 
damage to producers in the area. With 
an intensity of between 20 and 45mm 
in the grape-producing districts of the 
Valley of Aconcagua, Santa María, San 
Felipe and San Esteban, only a few 
days after the alert situation, growers 
in the region confirm that the main 
problem is the splitting of the fruit. 
In the upper part of San Esteban, Lo 
Calvo and El Cobre, however, up to 
70% of the fruit is affected by splitting, 
mainly the Flame variety, which is the 
earliest in this area.

The snowball of debt
Published: 9/12/2016

This map shows how much each 
citizen would have to pay to completely 
remove their country’s debt. The closer 
to the center a country is, the higher the 
cost per head. 

Eating plenty of fruit & veg 
may delay dementia
Source: medicalxpress.com 
Published: 2/11/2016

New research out of York University 
has found that eating plenty of fruits 
and vegetables, combined with regular 
exercise, leads to better cognitive 
functioning for younger and older 
adults, and may delay the onset of 
dementia. What they found was that 
for those who are normal weight or 

overweight, but not obese, eating more 
than 10 servings of fruit and vegetable 
daily was linked to better cognitive 
functioning. When moderate exercise 
was added, those eating less than five 
servings, reported better cognitive 
functioning. The paper, Physical Activity 
Mediates the Relationship between 
Fruit and Vegetable Consumption 
and Cognitive Functioning: A Cross-
Sectional Analysis, was published  
1 November in the Journal of Public 
Health, Oxford University Press.

Research makes for better 
export deals
source: riverineherald.com.au 
Published: 14/12/2016

Exports can be a complicated process 
especially for small scale growers or 
smaller self run businesses. At a free-
trade agreement seminar, a panel of 
experts took questions and were asked 
an interesting question by Peter Hall. 

He asked who people should turn to 
when trying to get into the complicated 
exporting game. New traders are being 
taken advantage of constantly and, 
with separate regulations and markets 
in different countries, the speakers told 
him to contact Austrade if a deal ever 
feels fishy or too good to be true. 

While they could not help completely 
with the problem, they mentioned 
they could refer them to reputable 

customers or service providers. They 
finished by stating that with the right 
advice and a bit of research, small to 
medium-sized businesses could reap 
many rewards from exports.

‘‘Their advice was sound — buyer 
beware, or seller beware in this case,’’ 
Mr Hall said.

Port of Melbourne lease 
transaction finalised 
Published 31/10/16

The Port of Melbourne has been leased 
to the Lonsdale Consortium in a deal 
worth more than $9.7 billion to the 
Victorian Government. Lonsdale is 
now responsible for the port’s ongoing 
commercial operations for a term of 50 
years. The state will retain responsibility 
for the Harbour Master, Station Pier, 
relevant safety and environmental 
regulation, waterside emergency 
management and marine pollution 
response. 

Lonsdale’s ongoing investment in the 
Port of Melbourne will consolidate the 
port’s position as the biggest container 
and cargo port in the country. During 
the lease term, Lonsdale will maintain 
access to public walkways and bike 
paths for community use. Commercial 
and recreational vessel access will not 
be affected by the agreement, and the 
port will be returned to public hands at 
the end of the lease.

Source: sbs.com.au 
Published: 18/10/2016

The Dieticians Association of Australia 
(DAA) has said that fructose found in 
fruit is not a villain causing weight gain, 
and Australians must continue to eat 
their daily recommended two servings 
of fruit. The sugar fructose, a type of 
carbohydrate naturally found in fruit 
and syrups such as honey, has unfairly 
been the subject of considerable 
scaremongering in recent years, says 
the DAA. Research shows moderate 
fructose consumption of less than 50g 
a day, or around 10% of energy, has 
no adverse effect on the body’s lipid, 
or fat, and glucose control. Similarly, 
less than 100g a day does not influence 

Time to stop demonising natural sugar found in fruit

body weight. In other words, to be 
harmful to health, people would need to 
eat at least 50g of pure fructose on top 
of their regular diet.
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Hort Innovation

Will Gordon
Will Gordon is 
a Relationship 
Management 
Lead with Hort 
Innovation. Aside 
from managing a 
small team of fellow 

relationship managers Mr Gordon has 
direct responsibility for working with 
growers and other stakeholders in the 
dried fruit (dried grape, prunes and 
dried tree fruit) olive and vegetable 
industries.

Brad Wells
Brad Wells is the 
Hort Innovation 
Relationship 
Manager for 
the table grape 
industry, as well 
as for the citrus 

and vegetable industries. Mr Wells has 
been with Hort Innovation (and formerly 
Horticulture Australia) since 2004 in the 
R&D business area as a Plant Health 
Manager (IPM, pesticides, minor use), 
R&D Strategy Implementation Manager 
with the apple and pear, citrus and 
nut industries, and more recently R&D 

Meet your Hort Innovation Relationship Managers

Manager for the Industry Analysis 
portfolio.

Mr Wells has a keen passion for 
horticulture demonstrated through 
his 20 years of experience in the 
agricultural chemical industry on field 
research and technical management. 
He also worked in the hazardous waste 
management industry concentrating 
on waste transport, OH&S and waste 
processing.

Mr Wells loves getting out and meeting 
growers to talk about the table grape 
industry. Please get in contact with 
him if you want to know about R&D 

Mr Gordon has been with Hort 
Innovation since 2006 and has held a 
range of industry portfolios in this time. 
Prior to this he worked for AWB Ltd (the 
former Australian Wheat Board) and 
managed the family grain and livestock 
farm near Colac with his parents. 

Passionate about agriculture generally, 
he loves working in horticulture due 
to the overwhelmingly positive impact 
horticultural products have on our daily 
lives.  He sees a bright future 

for horticulture in Australia and is keen 
to hear your thoughts and ideas for 
new research and development and 
innovations that can help keep the 
industry financially sustainable.

If you’d like to contact Mr Gordon to 
discuss any elements of the dried fruit 
industry programs please do so on the 
details below: 

T: (03) 9691 3525   
E: will.gordon@horticulture.com.au

projects for the table grape industry 
and/or if you want to be involved in the 
consultation process for your industry 
Strategic Investment Plan. 

T: (02) 8295 2327
E: Brad.Wells@horticulture.com.au

The best way to stay connected with 
your industries levy investments is to 
become a member of Hort Innovation. 
Membership is free so why not get 
your application in now!? All the details 
are on the Hort Innovation website 
W: horticulture.com.au/membership-
application-form/  

The nation’s horticulture Research 
and Development Corporation, 
Hort Innovation has welcomed 
new members to its board as the 
organisation enters into its next phase 
of growth.

Paul Harker has more than 20 years 
of retail experience spanning store 
operations, supply chain, and buying and 
marketing, including four years heading 
up the fresh produce buying team of one 
of Australia’s largest retailers.

Jenny Margetts has worked in the 
horticultural industry for more than 25 
years in a range of roles across the 
supply chain.

Selwyn Snell, an industry leader with 
more than four decades’ experience 
in the agriculture, biotech and life 
sciences industries, was appointed a 
further term as Hort Innovation Chair. 
Northern NSW grower Mark Napper 
was re-elected Deputy Chair.

Mr Snell said he was honoured to be re-
appointed to the position by the board, 

New Board to guide Hort Innovation’s continuing growth
and is keen to work with fellow board 
members to continue to service the 
needs of the nation’s turf, nursery, fruit, 
vegetable, nut and cut flower growers.

“This is a really exciting time for the 
Australian horticulture industry. Growers 
have never been more innovative and 
there is so much technology coming 
online,” he said.

“Consumers are also becoming 
increasingly health conscious so the 
consumption of fruit, vegetables and 
nuts is in the spotlight like never before.

He said on top of that, Hort Innovation 
is working hard with growers to identify 
and tap into new trade markets, with a 
number opening up in recent years.

“At Hort Innovation we are progressing 
in leaps and bounds. The organisation 
is in a great place, working closely 
with industry and top national and 
international researchers, companies 
and government agencies to get 
tangible results for nation’s growers.”

Mr Snell welcomed the new Board 
members, saying it is made up of 
individuals who have a wide range 
of characteristics and valuable 
experience. The complete Board 
comprises:

¡ Selwyn Snell (Chair)

¡ Paul Harker

¡ Mark Napper (Deputy Chair)

¡ Stephen Lynch

¡ Prof Rob Clark

¡ Richard Hamley

¡ Sue Finger

¡ Jenny Margetts

¡ Peter Wauchope

Mr Snell welcomed the re-appointment 
of Professor Rob Clark and Peter 
Wauchope to the Board. He also 
thanked retiring former directors 
David Moon and David Cliffe for their 
hard work and commitment, wishing 
them the best of luck in their future 
endeavours.
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Hort Innovation has appointed Strategic 
Investment Advisory Panels (SIAPs) 
to provide strategic investment 
advice in relation to the research and 
development activities funded by 
industry levies and matching dollars 
from the Australian Government.

The SIAPs are guided by the strategic 
priorities set out in each industry’s 
Strategic Investment Plan (SIP).

The Table Grape, Dried Grape and 
Prune SIAPs are skills-based panels 
comprised of industry supply chain 
stakeholders, a majority of whom are 
levy-paying growers. These panels 
were selected through an open 
expression of interest process from late 
2015 to mid-2016.

Table Grape SIAP
Geographic and sectoral diversity were 
considered in forming the panels. The 
current Table Grape SIAP consists of 
eight members including 5 growers 
from Victoria, Western Australia and 
Queensland), an international marketer, 
an independent grape expert and the 
ATGA Chief Executive, Jeff Scott. 

The Table Grape SIAP met for the first 
time in August this year with a follow-
up teleconference in early September. 
Generally, it will meet twice a year with 
extra meetings via teleconference.

Dried Grape and the Prune 
SIAPs
The panels for both industries 
include a cross section of growers 
as well as processors, marketers 
and representatives of the industry 
representative bodies Dried Fruits

Shape the future of Australian horticulture
Table Grape Strategic Investment Advisory Panel.

Name Organisation Location

Domenic Sergi SJDC Produce Vic

Enrique Rossi Budou R&D / Budou Farms Vic

Roger Fahl Fruitico WA

Brian Charles Tumut Grove Vic

Richard Lomman JDM Nominees P/L QLD

Jeff Scott Australian Table Grape Association Vic

Mark Krstic The Australian Wine Research Institute Vic

Brendan Larkin Department of Economic Development, 
Jobs, Transport and Resources

Vic

Dried Grape Strategic Investment Advisory Panel.

Name Organisation

Bill Avery Murray River Organics

Michael Treeby MT and JM Treeby

Phil Chidgzey Dried Fruits Australia

Peter Jones Peter L Jones

Ivan Shaw IH and JA Shaw

Mark King MR and BL King

Allan Long AJL Vineyards

Malcolm Bennett MR and SJ Bennett

Thomas Cheung Sunbeam Foods Pty Ltd

Ashley Johnstone AR Johnstone Pty Ltd

Prune Strategic Investment Advisory Panel.

Name Organisation

Bruce Gowrie Smith Goman Farming

David Swain Sunbeam Foods Pty Ltd

Grant Delves A and G Delves

Jeff Granger JC Granger and Sons

Malcolm Taylor Agropraisals Pty Ltd

Peter Calabria Yenda Producers Co-operative

Peter Cremasco PA and E Cremasco

Phil Chidgzey Dried Fruits Australia

Thomas Cheung Sunbeam Foods Pty Ltd

Australia and the Australian Prune 
Industry Association.  

Both the dried grape and prune SIAP’s 
met for the first time in August this 
year with discussions focussing on 
short term investment priorities and 
the development of new strategic 
investment plans. It is expected that the 
panels will meet roughly twice a year 
with extra meetings via teleconference.

Table Grape SIP
Hort Innovation, with the ATGA, has 
undertaken a range of workshops and 
one-on-one interviews throughout the 
table grape industry, to help develop a 
draft Strategic Investment Plan (SIP). 
The Table Grape SIAP will review the 
draft SIP and make comment before it 
is placed onto the table grape page on 
the Hort Innovation website for three 
weeks. A link to this site will also be 
made on the ATGA website. Our aim is 
to have the SIP finalised early in 2017.

This SIP will guide the SIAP in 
their deliberations about R&D and 

marketing investments, using the R&D 
and marketing levy and matching 
government funds for R&D, for the next 
five years.

Further information on both SIAP, SIP 
and all things table grape can be found 
at: W: horticulture.com.au/grower-
focus/table-grape/. 

Dried Grape and Prune 
SIPs
Hort Innovation has commissioned 
independent consultants to speak with 
growers and other stakeholders to help 
develop a draft SIP. The draft SIPs will 
shortly be reviewed by the advisory 
panels and others before being placed 
on the dried grape (W: horticulture.
com.au/grower-focus/dried-grape/) and 
prune web pages (W: horticulture.com.
au/grower-focus/prune) for comment 
by any other interested growers and 
stakeholders. In the meantime, though, 
if you’d like to have input please 
contact Will Gordon T: (03) 9691 3525 
or E: will.gordon@horticulture.com.au
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Grower Profile

A lifetime of innovation By Jacinta Gange

He might be retiring, but Ivan Shaw is 
still as passionate and optimistic about 
dried fruit growing as when he first 
began as a raw but enthusiastic novice 
35 years ago.

Regarded as one of dried fruit’s most 
energetic and progressive leaders, Ivan 
is stepping down from his industry roles, 
but he’s hopeful he will watch a phase of 
regeneration continue to unfold.

“What we need is an influx of younger, 
enthusiastic innovative people, who 
want to enjoy the lifestyle and the 
rewards of growing dried fruit,” Ivan 
said. “It just doesn’t seem to be on the 
radar for a lot of people under 30 and I 
can’t really understand why. It’s a great 
way of life, can be rewarding financially 
and it’s tremendously satisfying – but 
you can’t do it now in the way it was 
done 50 years ago.”

Ivan and his wife Judith recently sold 
their 17-hectare (42-acre) property at 
Merbein South, most of which was 
bought from Judith’s parents, Norm and 
Alma Preisig. Norm’s father Wilhelm 
grew dried grapes when he emigrated 
from Switzerland early last century.

“It wasn’t an easy decision to sell 
because of the family connection and 

because we’ve both loved the life and 
the industry so much,” Ivan said. “It’s 
taking some adjustment, but we have 
other things we want to do and we 
thought if we waited another five years, 
we might regret it.” 

Stepping back the pace might, indeed, 
take some adjustment.  

Ivan is one of the industry’s most 
practical and progressive grower 
leaders and his presence will be 
missed at the Dried Fruits Australia 
Board table, as well as on the wide 
range of industry organisations he 
has contributed to. Always pushing to 
improve, simplify and modify, Ivan has 
played a key role in industry leadership 
and on the practical development of 
a litany of ideas and techniques that 
revolutionised the industry.

But Ivan wasn’t always destined to be 
a ‘blockie’. He grew up on the family 
wheat and sheep property at Boort, 
in north central Victoria, then went 
teaching.

“I’ve always been interested in farming 
and mechanics. In the late 1970s while 
teaching in Adelaide, Jude and I would 
visit her family often.”

At the time, the concept of trellis drying 
was being developed by CSIRO, 
originally as a salvage operation in wet 
seasons. Ivan thought it was a fantastic 
concept that it would be instantly 
adopted. It wasn’t, but fortunately 
Jude’s father did, along with a minority 
of growers.

“Jude’s dad and I built a little harvester 
from bits of a grain harvester, a bit of 
an air conditioner, and other parts we 
scrounged from here and there. There 
were only one or two harvesters around 
at the time, and we won a prize for it at 
the Gadget Day which brought some 
interest from growers who were trying 
out trellis drying,” Ivan said.

In 1980, excited by the prospects for 
industry mechanisation and innovation, 
Ivan and Judith bought a 10ha section 
of the Preisig property. 

“We built 35 harvesters over the next five 
or six years as a sideline to running the 
farm and to help pay off our debt,” Ivan 
said. “We didn’t have access to things 
like laser cutting – every one of them 
was made by hand, piece by piece.”

At the same time, Ivan was developing 
and manufacturing dehydrators and 

bin-drying systems, which remain the 
industry standard today. 

As the possibilities for mechanisation 
continued to be proven, the next 
challenge was to develop vineyard 
trellis systems specifically designed 
for mechanised production and higher 
productivity.

“The old T-trellis was developed for 
blocks planted up and worked by 
horses, resulting in very tight headlands 
and hand-working operations,” Ivan 
said.

“The biggest catalyst for change in the 
industry that I remember was a CSIRO 
field day in the early 1980s with plant 
scientist Peter Clingeleffer.

“A hanging cane system was 
among the techniques they were 
demonstrating. There was also a 
Swingarm concept shown, and 
although it was highly productive, it was 
quite unstable and deemed impractical 
by the industry.”

The potential was there, though, and 
people started playing with cordon-
based production systems, such as 
single-wire vertical trellis. This led 
to Ivan’s Christmas tree trellis which 
evolved into the Shaw Swingarm Trellis, 
a more practical improvement on the 
earlier Irymple Swingarm trellis.

“We needed a system that would be 
easy to mechanise, physiologically 
better for the vine and that would 
create a reasonable microclimate 
suitable for the fruit,” Ivan said.

“The new trellises brought us to the 
point that existing machinery were 
not always adaptable, and led to the 
radial head harvester, built specially for 
Swingarm. 

“Then came the evolution of two-row 
harvesters, two-row leaf pluckers, and 
two-row wetting machines which were 
exciting in their potential for dried fruit 
to be grown at scale. That, of course, 
was the beginning of corporate growing 
and led to the planting of some big, 
200ha plus dried fruit properties.”

Industry recognition for Ivan’s role in 
developing mechanised systems and 
machinery and his leadership resulted 
in his award of an Order of Australia 
Medal in 2005. 

Ivan says the industry has been in a 
constant state of adaptation since Merbein South grower and inventor, Ivan 

Shaw.
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its beginnings, but Australia has 
emerged as the world leader in variety 
and technological development and 
mechanisation.

“One of the things I loved about the 
industry is that it was always a very 
sharing community. There were people 
working on ideas all over the place and 
they were happy to share what they 
found out,” he said.

“Back in the 1980s, you couldn’t move 
at the Gadget Day for all the people 
and there were rows and rows of new 
implements and ideas. It was fantastic.”

Ivan believes the reduced scale of the 
dried fruits industry in the past 20 years 
has forced its members to refocus.

“California and Turkey don’t have 
the problem of rain during harvest 
anywhere near the extent we do, so 
for us, the development of alternative 
varieties like Sunglo, Sunmuscat and 
Carina currants has really been the 
saviour,” Ivan said.

“We are such a small industry now that 
we’re a speck on the horizon in the 
influence of world markets, but I think 
with these new varieties we could end 
up with some pretty lucrative niches.

“I think we need to be concentrating on 
domestic markets or our nearer export 
markets that are not fussed about 

having light-coloured fruit, because 
while our Australian fruit is great quality, 
it’s very difficult to consistently grow 
light-coloured fruit here.”

 Ivan says the makeup of the industry 
will continue to evolve as corporate 
players move on the potential 
profitability in dried fruits.

“The corporates are coming into the 
industry because of the potential they 
can see and the industry is evolving 
quite dramatically,” he said.

“There are far fewer growers now than 
there was 15 years ago, and there’s a 
large proportion who won’t be here, 
because of age, in another 10 years. If 
they’re not replaced by someone within 
the family, the proportion of corporates 
will grow but socially, and for the 
industry, I think it’s nice to have a blend.

“An influx of younger, enthusiastic 
young people would improve the 
balance. “I really believe it’s a great 
opportunity for young people who have 
the right sort of temperament, are self-
motivated and like their own company.”

But Ivan says if the family farm is going 
to be part of the equation, the size, 
efficiency and productivity must increase.

“To be sustainable, productivity has 
to be at least 1.2-1.4t/ha (3-3.5t/acre), 
with minimal inputs, on a regular basis. 

It’s completely achievable, but only if 
you make the necessary investment 
in systems and varieties that are 
productive and efficient.

“It’s been very satisfying that Jude and 
I have been able to manage the harvest 
ourselves, and not needed to employ 
harvest labour or contractors for some 
years now.

“Running a good dried fruit property 
is the same as running any business. 
Timing is everything and if things aren’t 
done in a timely manner then problems 
just begin to compound themselves. 
Your attention and your commitment 
must be firstly on the property – you 
plan your fishing trips around the block, 
not the other way around! 

“But the best memories I have of this 
job are being down there after dark on 
the harvester, by myself, and watching 
the bins fill with beautiful fruit – and 
having to scrape the bins back because 
there’s no room left! 

“It’s a great way to live -  being totally in 
charge of your own destiny and able to 
try things without having to go through 
all the red-tape approvals processes to 
do it.

“You live with the consequences of 
what you do, too, of course, but it’s 
never dull.”

Ivan developed the radial head harvester specifically for the new Swingarm trellis.
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Fruit fly

New weapon unleashed against Australian fruit fly

The newest 
weapon against 

one of the world’s 
worst horticultural 

pests has been unveiled in South 
Australia. The National Sterile Insect 
Technology (SIT) Centre will initially 
tackle Queensland fruit fly, or Q-fly, 
which costs the Australian horticulture 
industry more than $300 million a year.

The $3.8 million centre will produce 
50 million sterile male Queensland 

fruit flies each week. The flies will be 
strategically released to mate with 
females, collapsing wild populations in 
fruit fly-affected horticulture growing 
regions.

Fruit flies destroy fruit and vegetables 
in commercial crops, home gardens 
and also impact trade access. Q-fly is 
a major pest which attacks fruit and 
vegetable crops in Australia.

South Australian Agriculture Minister 

Maintaining areas in Australia that 
are free from pests such as fruit 
fly has been an important way for 
producers to access both domestic 
and international markets. For produce 
grown outside of these areas, options 
such as cold treatment have also made 
market access possible. However, 
options other than these ‘single point 
treatments’ are needed to support 
growers outside of the pest-free areas.

A range of on-farm activities – such as 
in-field pest management, inspection 
and grading of produce, postharvest 
treatments and cool storage – are 
widely used to manage fruit flies 
and other pests of concern. Each of 
these steps works to provide high 
quality pest-free produce that meets 
market expectations, but a single 
point treatment is often still needed to 
satisfy biosecurity requirements. This 
is despite the fact that each of these 
steps has an impact on fruit fly survival 
and the risk posed may already be  
very low.

The use of multiple measures along 
the production pathway is referred to 
as a ‘systems approach’, provided at 
least two of them work independently 
of each other. To satisfy biosecurity 
requirements, the cumulative effect of 
these measures needs to provide an 
outcome that is similar to a single point 
treatment. Encouragingly, a number 
of domestic trade protocols already 
recognise such an approach and are 
important for growing areas where fruit 
flies are being effectively managed, but 
that cannot claim to be pest-free.

The development of a systems 
approach was discussed by the 
National Fruit Fly Council at its August 
meeting. The council is working to drive 
the development of a framework to 
assess the effectiveness of treatments, 
as well as the necessary policy and 
guidance to assist industries and 
researchers. Fact sheets about the 
National-Fruit-Fly-Strategy and other 
material will also be developed and will 
be published on the Prevent Fruit Fly 
website, W: preventfruitfly.com.au/.

National Fruit Fly Council considers a 
‘systems approach’

Leon Bignell said the new centre would 
transform the way Q-fly was managed 
around Australia and would help 
increase global confidence in South 
Australia’s biosecurity, product integrity 
and food safety standards.

“The facility will reinforce South 
Australia’s enviable status as the only 
mainland state in Australia which is fruit 
fly-free,” he said.

“It will also help to reduce fruit fly 
populations in other major horticulture 
regions across Australia.

“It is a critical breakthrough for our 
horticulture industries and has the 
potential to mitigate Q-fly as a major 
pest problem and increase returns to 
growers.”

The centre is located at Port Augusta, 
about 300km north of the South 
Australian capital Adelaide. It has been 
established by the South Australian 
Government and is backed by Hort 
Innovation. It’s just one part of the 
fruit-fly-focussed SITplus initiative – the 
$45 million, collaborative R&D program 
involving some of Australia and New 
Zealand’s leading research institutions, 
government agencies and industry 
partners.

Hort Innovation Chairman, Selwyn  
Snell, said researchers travelled to 
Austria, Spain, Israel, Guatemala, 
Mexico and the United States to 
investigate similar, leading operations 
as part of the centre’s development.

“This facility will put us on the world 
map in sterile insect technology,” he 
said. “This vital centre now combines 
all the best aspects of that research, 
making it one of the most progressive 
and advanced in the world.”
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Greater Sunraysia PFA IDC

Visit our website: 
www.woodchuck.com.au

Locate your nearest 
distributor…

Long pointed blades make this 
a popular tool for picking and 
trimming table grapes
•	 Ideal for detailed nursery and
propagating use

•	Strong comfortable handles
•	Securely fitted coil spring
•	All steel construction
•	Length 190mm
AR300L

Long Nose 
Fruit Snip 

Tried & 
proven 

ARS 
quality

The Greater Sunraysia Pest-Free Area 
Industry Development Committee has 
several activities underway to monitor 
and control fruit fly in the region.

Growers are reminded to do their part 
and  be vigilant on their properties as 
the warmer season advances. Fruit 
becomes more attractive to egg-laying 
female flies as it ripens and therefore 
fruit fly populations tend to increase as 
summer progresses. 

Traps can be beneficial for monitoring 
fruit fly populations and to measure 
the efficacy of bait and cover spray 
programs. Alternatively, they can be 
used as part of a mass trapping control 
program.  

Bait spraying can be a very effective 
control mechanism for Q-fly. The 
spray consists of an attractant (protein 
source) combined with an insecticide. 
Flies are attracted to the protein source 
and as they consume the bait are killed 
by the insecticide. are some of the 
insecticides used in bait sprays. 

A number of chemicals and baits 
are registered for the control of Q-fly 
including maldison, chlorpyrifos, 
spinosad and trichlorfon on various 
crops. Growers are advised to consult 
with their agronomist/local chemical 
reseller or contact the Australian 
Pesticide and Veterinary Medicines 
Association (www.apvma.gov.au) to 
determine if a particular chemical is 
registered for their crop and to discuss 
the best method of control for that 
situation. 

Good farm hygiene practices are 
essential. Make sure you remove 
unwanted fruit trees from around sheds, 
houses and along boundary fences and 
control Q-fly in all other host plants. All 
late hanging fruit missed during harvest 

should be removed and fallen fruit 
picked up from the vineyard floor and 
properly disposed of.

Households join fruit fly 
fight
Households within the Pest-Free Area 
municipalities have been encouraged 
to support the current fruit fly mass 
trapping program.

Many towns and urban areas in the PFA 
are micro climates that are conducive 
to the flies’ breeding and survival. To 
combat this a concerted campaign to 
saturate urban areas and reduce Q-fly 
numbers and damage resulting from 
the pest was launched.

The campaign is being coordinated 
by the IDC. Traps were distributed 
to residents in November. It’s a huge 
undertaking, but the committee knows 
from experience that strong community 
cooperation can achieve impressive 
results in reducing fruit fly numbers.

Hygiene and hotspots
The IDC has targeted fruit-fly hotspots 
as priority areas for improving hygiene, 
removing unwanted fruit trees from 
urban areas and ensuring residents 
have traps hung in their yards. They 
report residents and visitors have been 
accepting of the required work and are 
keen to learn more.

Information sessions
Q-fly information sessions for growers 
and service providers were recently 
held in Mildura and Robinvale by the 
Adaptive Area Wide Management of 
Q-fly using SIT team and the IDC.  

Sessions were well supported and 
participants heard Dan Papacek, 
Bugs for Bugs entomologist and 
SARDI’s Peter Crisp present the latest 
information on area-wide management, 
fruit fly behaviour and control as well as 
an update on IDC activities.

Controlling fruit fly



20 The Vine  •  Jan - Mar 2017

Australians were 
among the 300 
delegates attending 
the International 
Prune Association 
(IPA) Congress held 
in Santiago, Chile 

on 7-9 November. Organised by the IPA 
in partnership with Chile Prunes, the 
congress brought together the world’s 
top prune producers and exporters 
from the United States, Argentina, 
France, Italy, Australia and South Africa.

Chilean prunes
Launching the event, Minister of 
Agriculture, Carlos Furche spoke 
about the challenges ahead as the 
Chilean prune industry continued to 
develop. He stressed the importance of 
continued work on health issues as the 
passport to enter international markets, 
and the need to expand markets. 

He said China, which is currently 
the second biggest destination for 
Chile and has a 17% annual export 
growth rate, was going to become its 
main market destination. However, 
permanent technological innovation 
was required along the entire chain, 
from managing the orchards, to 
labelling the products; and the industry 
could not be competitive without it.

ProChile’s newly appointed Director, 
Alejandro Buvinic said the sector had 
12% annual growth for the last four years 
and would achieve exports of 200 million 
dollars in 2016. Additionally, he said, the 
sector has important growth potential in 
China, the US, Canada, and Mexico.

APIA NATIONAL 
EXECUTIVE

Chair
Grant Delves

Grower Representatives
Paul Carver

Peter Raccanello

Tony Toscan

Craig Tropeano

Michael Zalunardo

Packer/ Marketer  
representatives
Chris Brooke-Kelly 

Verity Fruits 

Jeff Granger 
JC Granger and Sons

David Swain 
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Chile: Quality and consistency 
are key for dried plums

IPA World Congress

Fruit size and quality
At the IPA Congress the member 
countries deliver a snap shot of 
activities that are taking place at 
home. There was a standard pattern 
throughout all the countries and that 
was a major focus on producing 
consistent size and quality fruit. 

According to Pedro Pablo Diaz, 
President of Chile Prunes, one of 
the biggest global challenges for the 
industry is to have primarily large sized 
dehydrated plums with the best taste, 
quality and a good sugar content. 
To tackle the problem the technical 
services team delivers a size and brix 
improvement program and they have 
been learning from the Californians 
about how to prune and thin their trees 
to maximise these qualitites.

Mr Pablo Diaz said there was still much 
to learn about the thinning of the plants 
to achieve better size, however, quality 
did not stop at the farm gate. “We 
need all chain participants - producers, 
processors, exporters, importers and 
retailers - to take on the challenge 
of producing a great product for 
consumers by managing the fields, 
marketing, and promoting their products 
in the best way possible,” he said. 

Pedro Torrijos, Latin America’s Director 
of Importaco, reiterated the importance 
of quality. He said the only path to 
leadership was for companies to be 
leaders in quality. “We must tear down 
the paradigm where quality and food 
safety are associated with a high cost. 

The congress is a time to meet new people in the industry and catch up with others from 
across the globe. Grant Delves (right) takes the opportunity to talk to Christopher,  
a French grower, while visiting orchards in Chile.
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“In that sense, I invite you all to review 
your processes and to remember that 
consumers expect their plums to be 
consistent, large and of similar calibres, 
colour, texture, and with no pits.”

Mr Torrijos said in 2008 1% of the 
products sold by Importaco had 
remains of pits, but the company 
decreased this to less than 0.05%. “By 
working closely with our suppliers, we 
no longer receive complaints regarding 
pit remains in our plums. We sell 55% 
of the dried plums in Spain, and our 
product is of Chilean origin,” he added.

IPA President Hector Claro reminded 
delegates that offering a high quality 
and good tasting product required a 
lot of work and effort. If expectations 
of quality were not met there was a 
cost for the entire industry, especially in 
regard to supermarket shelf positioning 
where a new fruit could appear at any 
moment and monopolise that space.

Promotion
Donn Zea, Executive Director of the 
California Dried Plum Board, said the 
industry had reasons to be optimistic; 
among other things because of the 
growing importance that healthy 
products have worldwide and because 
people are starting to replace their 
lunch and dinner with snacks. In that 
sense, prunes have won a space.

The US and Chile are leading the 
charge on promotional activities with 
both countries heavily involved in social 
media engagements, food shows, 
dinners and celebrity endorsements. 
Australian representative to the IPA and 
Australian Prune Industry Association 
Chairman, Grant Delves, told of 
Australia’s idea about promotions, and 
while APIA’s generic promotion will be 
on a much smaller scale than the US or 
Chile, it should still be very effective. 

Outgoing IPA Chairman, Christian 
Amblard of France, spoke briefly 
about the IPA World Nutrient Research 
Program which is jointly funded by 
Californian Dried Plum Board and the 
IPA. It includes studying the effect 
eating prunes has on bone health. 
The project will continue until 2019 
where the IPA is hoping to share some 
positive news.

Global production
Not only was quality a focal point of the 
congress, but also the reliability of supply. 

Mr Amblard also spoke about world 
prune statistics, and said that the world 
orchards had stabilised with average 
production predicted over the coming 
years. 

However, several major prune-
producing countries have reported 
small tonnages due to poor weather 
conditions. California supplies 40% 
of the world market, but this year 
produced its smallest crop on record. 
Argentina has also suffered from 
extreme weather events and will have 
reduced supply.

This has put a strain on supplying 
consumers with a consistent product. 
Countries like US and Australia are 
relying on imported fruit from Chile to 
fill domestic orders.

Chile, the largest exporter of prunes in 
the world produces about 80,000t, but 
plans to increase its prune production 
by an extra 10,000t with extra 
plantings. If this occurs, the increased 
supply will negatively affect prices 
which would be a shame for everyone.

Production
The second half of the congress saw 
several guest speakers address the 
audience talking about production to 
maximise returns. Californian Dried 
Plum Board and Sunsweet Board 

member Joe Turkovich spoke about 
the importance of light interception, 
orchard orientation and mechanical 
thinning. These were mentioned to the 
Australian growers that attended the 
Thinning Field Day 12 months ago, in 
Bilbul. 

Technical tours
After the official proceedings of the 
congress were finalised delegates 
visited a high-tech sun drying facility in 
Rosario. This was first brought to our 
attention at the last congress in Italy 
18 months ago and was of interest to 
many of the delegates.

The following day we continued with 
the technical tours, visiting orchards 
and Frutexsa a major prune processor 
in the Buin area.

Frutexsa not only grows and processes 
prunes, but also walnuts, sultanas 
and cherries. The orchards were flood 
irrigated and looked to be pruned hard 
to achieve optimum size. 

It is a big operation, grading 120t 
of dried prunes each day on two 
machines running constantly over three 
8-hour shifts. Four to five years ago, 
Frutexsa introduced an environmentally 
friendly waste management system 
to differentiate themselves from their 
competitors. The processing plant, 
reuses 100% of the waste water for 
irrigations and composts the solid waste. 

A list of notes from the IPA Congress is 
available online at www.ipaprunes.org.

Trees are protected with hail netting, and flood irrigated. Note the close tree spacing.
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IPA Congress report

On the road in Argentina
In early November, 
seven Australians 
joined international 
delegates from 
France, Italy, the 
United States, 
Chile and South 

Africa on a 3-day tour of several prune 
growing regions in Argentina. The 
tour was organised as a prequel to 
the International Prune Association 
(IPA) Congress in Santiago, Chile, and 
showcased the Mendoza and San Rafael 
areas of Argentina, with visits to orchards, 
drying facilities and a processor. 

This spring Argentinian growers have 
been badly affected by frost. Most of 
the growers we visited had experienced 
huge crop loss following 5-8 weather 
events that were as low as -8°C.

This is not unusual, production in 
Argentina is volatile due to the severe 
frost and hail weather events. One year 
production can be as high as 40,000 
tonne and the next year it can be less 
than 10,000t (Figure 1). 

In a good year, Argentinian growers 
harvest up to 9.88t/hectare (4t/acre) of 
dried fruit. This is generally higher than 
Australian production and perhaps one of 
the influencing factors is tree spacings. 
Argentinian growers tended to plant 
their trees closer than Australia growers 
would, some as close as 5m x 3m. 

There were mixed messages about 
the quantity of fruit that was sun-dried 
or tunnel-dried using gas; however, it 
appears the larger growers are moving 
to tunnel drying.

“In a good year, 
Argentinian growers 
harvest up to 9.88t/
hectare (4t/acre) of dried 
fruit.”
Fruit is solar dried on long bamboo 
mats laying on racks built off the 
ground for up to 21 days. During the 
21 days three lots of fruit are added to 
the mats, with the fresh fruit piled on 
top of dried fruit; this allows the fruit to 
dry more evenly. It is extremely labour 
intensive, but is achieved at a very low 

Figure 1. Variable production of prunes in Argentina.

Aussies from Left: Michael Zalunardo, Grant Delves (APIA Chairman, IPA Rep), Ann 
Furner (IDO), David Swain (Angas Park), Frank De Rossi and Del Zalunardo.

Fruit is sun-dried on bamboo mats on 
raised drying racks in Argentina.

cost with Argentinians reporting they 
can harvest by hand and lay the fruit on 
the drying racks for 10c/kg. 

Argentina is not a member of the IPA, 
but plans to join in 2017 through the 
newly formed East Mendoza Prunes 
Exporting Consortium. The consortium, 
known as Ciruelas del Sur, is made 
up of the Eastern producers: Pedro 
Marcuende of Finca Doña Carmen; 
Juan Jose Villar; Finca Savoini, Fruttino 
SA, Federico Pontoni; Watercolor Posta 
Sonia and Liliana Ferro.

More information about the Argentinian 
tour will be available in the APIA Project 
report. 
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Promotion

California Prunes win Polish PR awards
The California Prune Board is 
celebrating its win at the prestigious 
Polish PR industry contest known as 
the ‘Golden Clips’.

The awards final, dubbed the Polish 
PR industry’s equivalent of the 
Oscars, took place in Warsaw on 2nd

December.

The high-profile event, now in its 14th

year, saw California Prunes’ ‘Friend 
from California’ campaign going head 
to head with some of the world’s 
most powerful brands to compete for 
the top spot in the Food Sector and 
Effectiveness categories. 

The jury awarded the ‘Friend from 
California’ campaign its highest award 
for the food industry sector– the Silver 
Clip. In addition, the campaign for 
US prunes was ranked as one of the 
three best projects nominated in the 
important category of Effectiveness.

The California Prune Board’s European 
Marketing Director Esther Ritson-
Elliott, said, “We are thrilled to win this 

prestigious award, especially given the 
fact that we were pitched against a 
number of iconic brands who have an 
established track record of marketing in 
Poland.”

California Prunes has been actively 
marketing its prunes in Poland for two 

years. During that time The ‘Friend 
from California’ campaign has proved 
highly successful in educating both 
trade and consumer stakeholders on 
the key health and nutritional benefits 
associated with Californian prunes.

“We are working with outstanding 
journalists and a fast-growing food 
blogosphere. Talented Polish chefs 
continually give prunes a new culinary 
face. We are focused not only on 
sending messages to the market, but 
also on listening to our target group and 
preparing content that can be – literally 
– consumed with great taste,” Ms 
Ritson-Elliott said.

“PR plays a pivotal role in our overall 
marketing strategy which makes this 
success all the more poignant.

“Of course, credit must be given to our 
fantastic partners - People PR - whose 
passion, dedication and outstanding 
creativity has now been publicly 
acknowledged within the PR industry.”

California Prune Board European 
Marketing Director, Esther Ritson–Elliott 
accepts the Silver Clip award for the Food 
Sector category.
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Viticulture industry threat focus of Annual Growers’ 
Forum

DFA Annual Conference

One of the biggest biosecurity threats 
to Australia’s viticulture industries was 
the focus of Dried Fruits Australia’s 
Annual Growers Forum.

Held at Mildura Golf Resort on 10 
October, the forum was attended by 
more than 50 dried grape growers and 
industry stakeholders.

This year’s keynote speaker was Sarah 
Hilton, Preparedness Director at the 
Department of Agriculture and Water 
Resources, who made her presentation 
over the phone because her flight was 
cancelled due to bad weather. 

She spoke about a disease that has 
been identified as a national priority 
plant pest. Xylella fastidiosa, also 
known as Pierce’s Disease, is an 
invasive bacterial disease that causes 
significant environmental and economic 
impacts.

Xylella was only known in the Americas 
and Taiwan until 2013, when it was 
found to be associated with the rapid 
decline of olive trees over a large 
area in southern Italy. It has also been 
discovered in France, India, Iran, 
Lebanon and Turkey.

“The cost to California’s grapevines 
alone amounts to $100 million per 
year,” Ms Hilton said.

“Three major citrus regions had 44 
to 63% of commercial trees with fruit 
symptoms devastated in 2005 in Brazil 
and Argentina, and plum leaf scorch 
caused the loss of entire orchards in 
Brazil and Paraguay within several 
years after the disease first appeared.

“More than a million ancient olive trees 
are being wiped out in southern Italy, 

forcing a 20% rise in the cost of olive 
oil across the European Union. The 
Italian Government last year approved 
the felling of 3,000 trees in Salento, to 
create a sanitary buffer zone between 
affected and non-affected areas.”

Ms Hilton said although Xylella was 
not present in Australia, it was of 
major concern to our plant industries 
and environment. “An incursion of 
Xylella into Australia would place entire 
industries, our unique native flora, along 
with important social or heritage trees, 
at risk,” she said.

“A study has estimated that a Xylella
incursion in the Barossa Valley would 
– in the worst-case scenario – cost 
around $4.2 billion in losses over 19 
years.”

Ms Hilton said Xylella could be 
transmitted by moving infected live 
plant material, and by insect vectors 
that carried the bacterium in their 
foreguts.

“Many commercial and ornamental 
plant species are susceptible, and 
every year tests show more plant 
species are capable of being infected,” 
she said.

“Infection clogs the plant’s fluid vessels, 
blocking movement of water and killing 
even a mature tree in one to two years.

“There is no evidence of Xylella being 
successfully eradicated once it has 
established with an effective vector.”

Ms Hilton said symptoms were usually 
more pronounced in plants stressed 
by high temperatures or drought 
conditions.

“Symptoms are easily confused with water 
stress or the presence of other pathogens, 
and can include leaf discoloration, 
browning and loss of leaves, stunting of 
young shoots, gradual reduction in fruit 
size over time, and dieback and eventual 
death of the plant,” she said.

Ms Hilton said because of the risk 
to Australia, emergency measures 
had been put in place and a range of 
preparedness activities initiated.

“Preventing entry of this pathogen into 
Australia is vital,” she said.

“The Australian Government 
Department of Agriculture and Water 
Resources has strengthened existing 
biosecurity measures over the past 
decades as more information has 
become available. Recent emergency 
measures have been implemented to 
safeguard Australia’s valuable plant 
industries against this major global 
threat, and are subject to ongoing 
revision to address changing risks.

“Reporting systems are in place to 
report any detections and Australia 
conducts ongoing surveillance.”

Ms Hilton said there were several things 
people could do to help, including:

¡ On farm biosecurity and awareness

¡ Source plant material from high 
health schemes

¡ Report any suspicious symptoms

¡ Work with other industries

¡ Conduct surveillance – early 
warning is vital 

¡ Research into appropriate control 
and management strategies.

Australia is currently free from Xylella fastidiosa, an invasive bacterial disease that causes extensive damage in vineyards and other crops.
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Contact Gary Thomas
Tel: (03) 5022 8499   Mob: 0418 997 730

PO Box 5051, Mildura Vic 3502
Email: vamvvia@bigpond.com

Please see website for more information 
& order forms

www.vamvvia.org

“Suppliers of improved grapevine rootstock 
and scion wood to the grape industry”

If you suspect a new plant pest, call the 
Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on  
1800 084 881.

Annual Growers’ Forum 
presentations
A number of other industry 
representatives spoke at the forum, 
including:

¡ Wayne Street from Street Ryan & 
Associates gave an update on the 
Dried Vine Fruit Diversification project

¡ Ivan Shaw presented on the 
Producing High Value Dried Grapes 
research project

¡ Stephen Bennett spoke on behalf 
of Dr Jenny Ekman from Applied 
Horticultural Research and Dr 
Vinay Pagay from the University 

The Dried Fruits Australia Annual 
Conference opened with the 2016 
Annual General Meeting. 

About 30 members attended the AGM 
and discussed a range of business 
items, including the annual financial 
statements, membership and levy fees, 
and Board elections.

Board appointments

The AGM endorsed the selection of 
Mark King, Stephen Bennett and Tony 
Martin as producer members of the 
Board for two years.

Finance

The AGM resolved to adopt the annual 
financial statements of Dried Fruits 
Australia Inc. for the 12-month period 
from 1 July 2015 to 30 June 2016.

The appointment of Chan & Naylor 
Southern as the independent auditor for 
2016/17 was also confirmed.

2017 membership fees

The AGM resolved that the Dried Fruits 
Australia membership fees for season 
2016/17 remain unchanged as follows:

¡ Producer membership fee: $9.00 
per tonne (plus GST) on all dried 
vine fruit deliveries, up to a 
maximum of 100t.

¡ Processor/marketer membership 
fee: $4.00/t (plus GST) on all dried 
vine fruit deliveries.

Statutory research and marketing levies

The AGM resolved that an unchanged 
research levy of $11.00/t and an 
unchanged marketing levy of $7.00/t on 
all dried vine fruit deliveries in 2017 be 
endorsed.

Annual General Meeting

of Adelaide, about the Objective 
colour assessment options for the 
dried grape industry projects

¡ Representatives from processor 
members Sunbeam Foods and 
Murray River Organics gave market 
and operations updates.

DFA Chairman Mark King also shared 
his experience from the International 
Dried Grape Conference held in China 
in September.

Mr King said China currently produced 
130,000 tonnes of dried fruit per year, 
while leaders of the industry – Turkey 
and the United States – are producing 
50% of the 1.3 million tonnes produced 
globally. With China’s significant 
contribution to the global industry, and 
low production costs, Mr King said a 

significant price rise was not looking 
likely anytime soon.

Read more about the conference on 
page 32. 

The 2016 forum concluded with drinks 
and nibbles, giving attendees an 
opportunity to catch up and discuss the 
conference. 

Mr King thanked everyone who 
attended, saying Dried Fruits Australia 
was pleased to have hosted another 
successful event.

“The program for this year’s forum 
included some top speakers, who 
delivered information that will make 
growers better informed and help them 
become more successful,” he said.
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Objective grading of dried grapes

Research and Development

Part 2. The University of 
Adelaide

Evaluation of Dried Grape 
Quality 
Dried grape production is a key 
component of the Australian viticulture 
industry covering about. 3,500 
hectares in parts of New South Wales, 
Sunraysia, Riverland, and Swan Valley 
(WA), representing about 21,000 
tonnes in 2016. Increasing demand 
for high quality fruit, typically of light 
gold colour, from several export 
markets, particularly in Europe, has 
put increasing pressure on growers 
and processors to meet these market 
requirements. 

Higher quality light-coloured fruit also 
commands higher prices: the difference 
between the highest (5 Light) and 
lowest quality (3 Brown or below) fruit 
can be as much as $600 per tonne. 

While production of light coloured fruit 
is desirable, non-uniformity of colour 
can arise for several reasons during the 
production process. Drying the fruit on 
the vine generally requires application 
of a drying emulsion, a blend of oil 
and potassium carbonate. Uneven 
coverage with the drying emulsion, 
rain, or wet weather during drying can 
cause the berries within a bunch to dry 
unevenly causing discoloration of some 
of the berries. This inconsistency in 
colouration of berries requires grading 
the lot as it arrives at the packinghouse. 

The price paid to the grower for a delivery 
of dried grapes is dependent on its 
quality or ‘Crown Grade’, which is based 
on the base colour – either light or brown 
– as well as the proportion of berries 
which are classified as dark. If less than 
10% of fruit is dark, the lot is graded 5 
Crown; <15% dark berries = 4 Crown; 
<20% dark berries = 3 Crown; and >20% 
dark berries = 2 Crown.

Trained staff visually assess each 
bin of the delivery of dried grapes at 
the processor’s receiving area and 
designate it a Crown Grade. Given 
that the technique is subjective, 
discrepancies may arise in the quality 
grades assigned by different individuals 

leading to potential grower-processor 
disputes particularly for quality grades 
that are not clearly predominantly light 
or dark coloured. 

The current subjective visual 
assessment procedure has motivated 
the development of an objective colour 
assessment technique for dried grapes. 

Previous efforts by Mike Grncarevic 
and Bill Lewis to obtain Crown Grade 
classifications through measurements 
of the La*b* colour space were 
inaccurate because average colour 
values were used across all pixels of 
the image. Without colour analysis of 
individual berries, the technique made 
it difficult to distinguish between colour 
grades, and between low light (3 Light) 
and high brown (5 Brown) colours. 

A method developed by Mary Millikan  
based on near infrared (NIR) spectroscopy 
was trialled that successfully matched 
colours of berries at packaging to 
previously assigned Crown Grades, but, 
for several reasons, this technique has 
not been adopted at receival. 

The main aim of our work was to 
develop a non-destructive technique 
to objectively and consistently evaluate 

the colour of dried Sultana grapes. 
Specific objectives of the project were: 

1. construction of an imaging system 
that enables uniform lighting for 
reliable colour assessment of dried 
grape berries; 

2. colour digital image analysis using 
the MATLABTM programming 
environment; and, 

3. objective classification of dried fruit 
into a Crown Grade.

Digital imaging system 
Dried grape samples from the most 
common quality grades from the 2016 
harvest were obtained from processors 
in Sunraysia. Samples were pre-
classified by the processors into Crown 
Grades 3, 4, and 5 Light, and Crown 
4 and 5 Brown. ‘Green tinge’ samples 
were also obtained. 

Currently, quality assessments at 
processing facilities are done visually 
in a ‘Blue Room’. For the objective 
analysis of dried grape colour by digital 
imaging, a tabletop light box was 
built. The box was equipped with two 
cool white LEDs and a high definition 
webcam connected to a PC. The LEDs 

The Australian dried fruits industry is a step closer to objective colour grading with a Hort 
Innovation project (DG15001, DG15002) contracting two research services to independently 
identify and critique the equipment and technology available and to develop a method for 
the objective measurement of dried grape colour.  Last edition Applied Horticultural Research 
explained their methodology, in Part 2 we hear the approach of The University of Adelaide’s 
School of Agriculture, Food & Wine. 

Sultana samples are placed in the light 
box (below). Custom-made ‘Berry Colour 
Analyser’ software interacts with the 
webcam inside the light box and runs the 
image analysis algorithm.
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were evenly positioned flanking both 
sides of the webcam and attached to 
the ceiling of the light box. 

To image the fruit, custom-made berry 
trays were designed, and printed using 
a 3D printer. These trays permitted 
separation of up to 192 berries 
per image for accurate colour and 
size analyses of individual berries, 
calculation of statistics, and quality 
grade classification of the batch.

A batch of dried grapes is imaged 
using an image analysis tool, which is 
a custom-made software developed 
by us comprising a graphical user 
interface or application (GUI) coupled 
to an image processing algorithm that 
calculates batch statistics of berry 
colour and number, and quality grade 
classification. The GUI and algorithm 
were both developed within the 
MATLABTM programming environment. 

The image analysis tool captures RGB 
(Red Green Blue) images directly from 
the webcam and the algorithm then 
calculates the colour of each berry in 
the La*b colour space.

In the ‘Colour Class Breakdown’ 
section of the GUI, the percentage of 
berries in each of the colour sections 
Light, Amber, Dark Amber, Brown, and 
Dark of the total (up to 192 berries) are 
presented. Separately the percentage 
of fruit classified as ‘Green tinge’ is also 
displayed. 

The blue field of the GUI reports the 
suggested Crown Grade classification. 
For ease of use, a five-colour swatch 
has been adopted, which can be 
separated into Light (Light Gold and 
Gold), Amber, Dark Amber, and Brown/
Dark. This separation is sufficient to 
categorise the trays into Crown Grades 
via a colour index that we developed. 

The colour index, is a simple calculation 
combining the lightness (L) of each 
fruit and its corresponding b* value or 
yellowness. 

Finally, as part of this image analysis 
tool, a ‘green tinge index’ was also 
developed to determine whether the 
batch of grapes classifies as ‘Green 
tinge’ within its quality grade. The 
tool outputs are stored in a uniquely 
labelled data file (MS Excel format) 
for later retrieval and recordkeeping. 
Additionally, the original RGB (digital) 
images captured by the algorithm 
for analysis are also stored. In the 
event of disputes, the record file can 
be accessed to check the quality 
grade that was originally determined 
alongside the image of the batch. 

Implications for the dried 
grape industry
The digital colour analysis tool 
developed provides both processors 
and growers with a rapid, accurate, 
non-destructive, user-friendly and 
objective quality assessment tool 
based on surface colour of dried grapes 
without prior sample preparation. This 
tool can effectively help prevent grower-
processor disputes relating to colour, 
quality and ultimately price. The ability 
of the tool to store the batch images 
used for quality assessment will allow 
for reassessment and comparison of 
pre- and post-storage quality. 

Australian dried grape berries can 
now be assessed objectively against a 
set of parameters that will allow for a 
more consistent quality product to be 
delivered to the domestic and global 
market. 
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Colour class examples for dried grapes – Light Gold, Gold, Amber, Dark Amber, and Brown/
Dark fruit. The colour index corresponds to the ‘Colour Threshold’ section of the GUI.
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Plant Health Australia

How pollination will change if Varroa destructor
mite establishes in hives in Australia

Currently Australia has a high 
concentration of feral honey bee 
colonies – that is unmanaged hives 
in the wild - and these helpful insects 
pollinate many crops. But as overseas 
experience has shown, if there should 
be an incursion of the honey bee 
parasite Varroa destructor in Australia, 
this invader would kill off unmanaged 
hives, with the loss of these valuable 
pollination services. 

Since Varroa destructor mites are 
found in the rest of the world, including 
New Zealand and our northern 
neighbours, experts fear that an 
Australian incursion is just a matter of 
time. That’s why Plant Health Australia 
(PHA) has been working on a suite of 
honey bee biosecurity projects. Some 
are efforts to prevent an incursion, 
while others aim to assist our 
industries, including plant producers, 
to prepare for the changes that Varroa 
destructor is likely to bring. 

The latest project is a series of 
videos available on YouTube and the 
BeeAware website, to explain the 
threat posed by Varroa destructor to 
our honey bees, how beekeepers can 
best protect their apiaries from pests, 
and the likely implications for plant 
producers. 

According to Dr Jenny Shanks from 
PHA, there will be two main changes in 
the event that Varroa establishes. “The 
first is that many crop producers will 
find they need to use managed hives 
to pollinate crops for best quality and 
yield. This applies to many horticultural 

crops including apricots, apples and 
plums,” Dr Shanks said.

“The second change is that 
beekeepers will need to change their 
beekeeping practices. They will need 
to visit hives more often to check for 
mites and to control them, which will 
put up the cost of pollination services.”

Pollination using managed hives is a 
complex business. “The beekeeper 
and the producer need to consider 
many factors,” Dr Shanks said. “When 
hives are brought in, the number of 
boxes, their placement, the amount 
of brood, and whether sugar syrup 
is added to encourage more pollen 
collection, are all factors that will affect 
the pollination rate.”

Dr Shanks urges beekeepers and 
growers alike to seek more information 
from the new videos or the pollination 
section of the BeeAware website, to 
achieve best results. 

The health of the bees also has a 
major impact. Dr Shanks emphasises 
that beekeepers must follow good 
biosecurity practices so that hives 
function well for producers. 

“Clearly if hives are diseased or half 
empty, a grower is not getting the 
full benefit from that hive,” she said. 
“Growers who hire hives are entitled 
to inspect them, to make sure they’re 
getting their money’s worth.”

Recently, PHA developed the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry 
Biosecurity Code of Practice in 
consultation with beekeepers and 
governments to provide a framework 
for best-practice biosecurity measures.

Some sections of the code are already 
mandatory under existing state and 
territory legislations. Some parts of the 
code apply to all beekeepers; others 
apply only to beekeepers with 50 or 
more hives. The code is available at 
W: beeaware.org.au/code-of-practice.

All of this will become crucial should 
Varroa destructor establish here, but 
producers may find that they benefit 
from the services of managed hives 
now. Even if growers are getting good 
crop yields from feral bees and native 
pollinators, adding managed hives can 
often improve pollination rates further 
and therefore crop yield. 

Depending on the crop, it can also 
produce larger or better quality fruit, 
and because pollination is more 
synchronised, it can result in more 
defined harvest period.

All the honey bee work that PHA 
carries out is funded by partnerships 
between the Australian Government, 
state and territory governments, the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council 
and plant production industries 
through Hort Innovation. 

See the honey bee biosecurity short 
videos at W: beeaware.org.au/videos

NOTE: Another species of Varroa mite, 
Varroa jacobsoni was discovered in 
Townsville in 2016 sparking a national 
eradication program to prevent it 
establishing. This mite species is a 
parasite of Asian honey bees and so 
poses less threat to European honey 
bees. 
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Exotic pest threats

This series from Plant Health Australia features exotic pests that would survive, spread 
and establish in Australian vineyards should they get through border quarantine controls. 
Growers should be familiar with their appearance and symptoms so that they can 
distinguish them from the pests that they normally encounter. 

Report any unusual or suspect plant pest symptoms immediately via the Exotic Plant Pest 
Hotline on 1800 084 881.

Grapevine red blotch-associated virus 
(GRBaV) is a recently identified virus 
which was first reported in the Napa 
Valley, California in 2008.  

In addition to red blotches on leaves, 
GRBaV reduces sugar accumulation in 
grapes.  

What should I look for?
The symptoms of GRBaV generally 
start appearing in autumn as irregular 
blotches on leaf blades and the basal 
portions of shoots.  Look for primary 
and secondary veins on leaves turning 
red, as well as red blotches between 
the interveinal margins.  

The virus also causes a reduction in 
sugar accumulation of up to 5°Brix as 
well as increased acidity, so look for 
lower than expected Brix values in both 
red and white wine grapes.  

What can it be confused 
with?
Symptoms are similar to those caused 
by leafroll virus, though there are some 
differences.  Leafroll virus causes red 
in and around the secondary veins of 

the leaf only, with the primary veins 
and surrounding area remaining green.  
Leafroll virus also causes the margins of 
the leaf to roll onto itself, unlike GRBaV. 

How does it spread?
Grafting and propagation is believed to 
be the main method of transmission, 
although the ability of GRBaV to affect 
both mature and young grapevines 
suggests the possibility of a vector for 
the virus.  

Where is it now?
So far it has been determined that the 
virus is already widespread in both old 
and mature red and white grapevine 
cultivars throughout grape growing 
regions of the United States.  A virus 
nearly identical to it has also been 
detected in Canada. 

How can I protect my 
vineyard from this virus?
Always source high health status plant 
material from reliable and accredited 
suppliers.

Check your vineyard frequently for the 
presence of new pests and investigate 

High priority exotic pest threats of vines
Grapevine red blotch-associated virus

Grapevine infected with Grapevine red 
blotch-associated virus.

Symptoms of Grapevine red blotch-
associated virus include red blotches 
around the leaf and through the primary 
and secondary veins. 

 Grapevine infected with Leafroll virus. Note the different symptoms, most noticeably the 
green primary leaf veins. 

any sick grapevines for unusual 
symptoms. Make sure you are familiar 
with common grapevine pests so you 
can tell if you see something different.  

Ensure all staff and visitors adhere 
to on-farm biosecurity and hygiene 
practices.  

Photo source: Marc Fuchs, Cornell University.
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Annual conference

The Australian Dried Tree Fruits 
Annual General Meeting was held on 6 
December 2016 at the Loxton Research 
Centre and drew attention to the 
industry’s vulnerable position.

ADTF Chairman Kris Werner said the 
dried tree fruit industry had faced a 
number of challenges in recent years, 
but the decrease in grower membership 
of ADTF along with the increasing 
number of private sellers who did 
not pay statutory levies was placing 
the future of the industry’s research 
program at risk. 

ADTF Secretary, Phil Chidgzey provided 
the Annual General Meeting with a 
report on the financial statements 
for 2015/16 which showed that the 
organisation incurred a significant 
deficit result. He said urgent action was 
required if ADTF was going to continue 
to operate beyond the current financial 
year.

Mr Werner said growers had benefited 
with new improved apricot varieties 
bred specifically for dried production 
in Australia and changes to orchard 
management that help reduce costs 
and increase grower returns. “It’s not 
fair that private sellers access this 
information (and the benefits) but do 
not support the industry and future 
research through levy payment and 
membership of ADTF,” he said.

Mr Werner acknowledged the role of 
the South Australian Research and 
Development Institute (SARDI) in driving 
the industry forward and providing 
solutions to increasing cost pressures 
and a need to improve orchard 
efficiencies. 

“SARDI’s apricot breeding program has 
produced a range of new and improved 
varieties that have better drying ratios 
and are more suited to once-over 
harvest due to a tighter spread of 
maturities,” he said.

Apricot seedlings 
evaluation 
Evaluation of apricot seedlings bred 
by SARDI remains the key focus of 
industry investment. 

Project leader Darren Graetz reported 
on the current season, advising that the 
winter chill factor at Loxton averaged 
1027 Richardson chill units (RCUs). He 
said chill began accumulating from late 
May, and that 2016 was below average 
(down 6.8%) with 957 RCUs and thus 

a light-moderate crop was forecast for 
2016 with variable flowering between 
varieties.

Mr Graetz reported on the status of the 
Apricot seedlings evaluation program 
and the number of outstanding lines.

This is the final year of evaluation of 
the 1,718 seedlings planted in 2008. 
Selections were made in 2012 and in 
2013 106 of the top-rated lines were 
grafted onto rootstock and six of each 
type planted for further evaluation. Of 
these, only 24 lines remain in 2016 after 
further evaluation while cropping on 
rootstock.

“Urgent action is 
required if ADTF is 
going to continue to 
operate beyond the 
current financial year.”
Mr Graetz said three of the 24 lines 
were for dry fruit only, but there were 
a significant number of lines showing 
promise as a dual purpose (fresh and 
dried) variety.

The conference concluded with a field 
walk to observe the apricot seedlings 
planted at the Loxton Research Centre 
for interested members.

Growers wanting further information 
on any of the trial selections should 
contact Mr Graetz at 
E: darren.graetz@sa.gov.au

AGM summary
Members dealt with a range of 
business items at the AGM which are 
summarised below. 

Finance

The AGM resolved to adopt the annual 
financial statements of Australian Dried 
Tree Fruits Inc. for the year ended June 
30, 2016. Chan Naylor Southern was 
confirmed at the independent auditor 
for 2016/17.

Management Committee Elections 

Kris Werner and Rick Steicke were re-
elected to the Management Committee 
as grower members.

Annual meeting highlights current 
risks to dried tree fruit industry
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Research potential 

What do you picture 
when you think 
of Mars? Do you 
see a wasteland 
of craters and 
volcanoes, colder 
than Antarctica’s 
heart, drier than the 
Atacama Desert? 

Do you imagine raging winds that whip 
up blood-red soil? Do you care about a 
place so far away that even the fastest 
spacecraft would take half a year to 
reach it?

Or do you see what NASA does: a 
potato farm in the sky?

In April 2016, the agency briefed 
global media on its plans to sow 65 
varieties of potato in 600 kilograms 
of soil collected from the Peruvian 
desert. That’s the only place on Earth 
you can find anything close to the 
microbe-depleted Martian terrain, fifty 
times more arid than California’s Death 
Valley. And yet it’s still probably more 
hospitable to agriculture than Mars.

The challenge is enormous, but so 
too is the ingenuity it has awakened. 
Teams linked to NASA’s astrobiology 
program have developed fast-growth 
seed chambers for growing guaranteed 
pathogen-free tubers. They’ve 
developed handheld chlorophyll meters 
that give an instant reading on plant 
nutrient needs. They’ve coupled plant 
sensor networks with sophisticated 
software to deliver nutrients and 
pesticides with pinpoint precision.

And if the promise of Martian soil 

comes to the proverbial dust, there 
are many other ways of approaching 
the challenge of astrobiology – from 
LED grow lamps, to bioengineering, to 
aeroponics.

Of course, no one seriously imagines 
that interplanetary potato farms are 
going to cater for the booming food 
demands on Earth, or that we will be 
serving up chips and gravy in a human 
Martian colony any time soon.

And yet in all of these endeavours there 
are critical lessons for humankind.

Mars doesn’t have ‘boundless plains’ to 
waste. Imagine if we thought that way 
on Earth and eked out every drop of our 
planet’s potential. Imagine if we farmed 
in the knowledge we’ll be feeding 9 
billion people by 2050, nearly every one 
of them with developed-country calorie 
and protein expectations.

Small nations have long led the way, 
simply because they have no other 
choice. To find the world’s great 
agricultural innovators, I don’t look 
to nations blessed by climate and 
abundant land. I look at the hydroponic 
factory in Japan that produces 30,000 
heads of lettuce a day with one 
hundredth of the water traditional 
methods would require. Or I go to the 
Arava in Israel, where flowers for export 
bloom in the desert and the average 
dairy cow’s yearly yield is double that of 
its Australian counterpart.

Then I look at Australia, rapidly hitting 
the limits of new land available for 
cultivation even while eager customers 

in Asia show increasing interest in our 
agricultural products. Our potential, too, 
is immense.

New technologies will help us eke 
out more tonnes per hectare from 
agricultural land. And even if the best-
case yield cannot be increased much 
further, we can reduce the worst-case 
yields during weather fluctuations by 
using data from satellite observations, 
unmanned aerial vehicles and moisture 
sensors.

Equally important is to increase the 
dollars earned per tonne by using 
tracking technologies and data 
analysis in ever more innovative ways 
to demonstrate the provenance of 
our products and allow us to charge 
premium prices in fussy markets.

Make no mistake: there are still 
boundless plains in Australia, and there’s 
room for all of us to stand at the frontier.

But it’s not going to be plotted on your 
standard maps.

It’s science.

Stand at the borders of the boundless 
plains armed with curiosity, creativity 
and capability, and you will see the 
opportunity on the other side.

“The above essay is an extract 
from Boundless Plains to Share, 
an upcoming publication from One 
Mandate Group to be released in early 
2017. You can learn about the project 
and read more extracts at  
www.boundlesstoshare.com”

The importance of science in Australian agribusiness
Dr Alan Finkel AO, Australia’s Chief Scientist, speaks about the role science can play in 
furthering the agribusiness industry both globally and in Australia.

A new app called FarmBiosecurity, from 
Plant Health Australia, brings biosecurity 
into the smartphone age. The new app 
enables farmers of both crops and 
livestock to create their own personalized 
biosecurity plan that meets their farm’s 
needs. Plant Health Australia’s national 

New biosecurity app to help growers
horticulture manager, Alison Saunders, 
said the app is framed around the six 
biosecurity essentials which should make 
it easy to follow by anyone who is already 
familiar with them.

“If you are wondering how to implement 
biosecurity measures on-farm, the six 
essentials are a good place to start,” 
Ms Saunders said.

When setting up their custom 
biosecurity profile, users select actions 
which apply to their farm. Once this is 
done the sections selected become 
a to-do list that can be shared, saved 
or printed out for easy distribution to 
others working on the property. 

“The app is easy to use and allows 
producers to take their biosecurity plan 
with them wherever they go, even if 
there is no internet access,” Animal 
Health Australia’s executive manager 
biosecurity and product integrity 
services, Duncan Rowland said. 

Many costly infections can be 
prevented using the six biosecurity 
essentials. By providing farmers with 
easy access to them, it could mean 
better biosecurity practices for farms, 
which means healthy animals and 
crops. If interested, the app is now 
available for free on your Android and 
Apple devices.
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Conference report

Inaugural dried grape meeting in China
Delegations from dried grape industries 
across the world congregated in 
Shanghai, China for their annual 
conference.

The International Seedless Dried Grape 
Producing Countries Conference was 
held from 26 to 27 September 2016 
at the conclusion of the northern 
hemisphere harvest. It was the first 
time the group - hailing from Australia, 
Argentina, Chile, China, South Africa, 
Turkey and the United States - had met 
in China to exchange information on 
world production and marketing.

Dried Fruits Australia Chairman Mark 
King, and Board members Jenny 
Treeby and Tony Martin represented 
Australia at the conference, where 
they heard presentations from guest 
speakers about production marketing 
and promotion in China, and toured 
Shanghai and Turpan to get a better 
understanding of the market.

Dappie Smit of South Africa was 
elected Chairman for the conference, 
while Mr King was elected Deputy 
Chairman, and Mrs Treeby the 
Secretary.

The conference recorded this year’s 
seedless grape production estimates, 
which can be seen in Table 1. While 
unfavourable weather conditions 
impacted global production of sultana/
natural seedless raisin varieties in 2015, 
it was noted that these varieties had 
recovered in 2016. 

A statistical analysis showed a normal 
crop in 2016, which is estimated to 
have increased by almost 8% on 2015 
levels. Carryover stocks will still be 
limited, but it should be possible to 
supply normal market demands.

Overall, the forecast is for Northern 
Hemisphere production to increase 
by more than 100,000t, Southern 

Hemisphere production to increase by 
about 10,000t, and carryover stocks to 
decrease by almost 16,000t.

The conference noted that the recent 
trend of smaller Greek crops had not 
turned around, with a crop of 28,100t of 
currants expected which can only mean 
good news for Australian growers.

Mr King said China currently produced 
130,000t of dried grapes per year, while 
industry leaders Turkey and the US 
produced about 50% of the 1.3 million 
produced globally.

“India is also producing a fair amount 
- at 140,000t this year - but they don’t 
have any carryover because it’s all 
consumed internally,” he said.

“No country has shown a great number 
of new plantings - production per acre 
has risen, but the number of acres in 
production has fallen, so there won’t 
be an oversupply of fruit. It’s the same 
story everywhere - the acres that are 
coming out are going to nuts and other 
industries.”

The next International Seedless Dried 
Grape Producing Countries Conference 
will be held in California at the end of 
October 2017.

Retail products in China
During the visit, Mr Martin observed 
China’s dried grape market concluding 
dried grapes were mainly consumed as 
snacks, used in baking, and were an 
important product in Chinese medicine. 

“Grape seeds are seen as an important 
component of a healthy life, so the end 
product does not necessary need to be 
seedless - except for the sultanas,” he 
said.

“Chinese consumption is only 80 grams 
per head, and it appears that there 
is some potential for this to increase 
because of the changing eating habits 
of younger consumers.”

Mr Martin said China’s retail products 
included large green sultanas - which 
made up 60% of China’s domestic 
consumption, goldens, red sultanas 
(Australia’s brown sultanas), and black 
and white currants (white currants are 
imported from across the border).

“Flame seedless - imported from 
overseas - is a popular new dried grape 
that appears to have growth potential,” 
he said.Delegates from Australia, South Africa and Turkey in Turpan at the lowest inhabited part 

of the world – 154m below sea level.
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“Consumers in China like sweet and 
sour in the same product, delivered as 
a snacking product in a clear package 
of 30 to 50 grams so it can be seen 
easily.

“Salt and soy sauce are also used to 
infuse dried products for a different 
taste.”

Turpan, Xinjiang Province
On the second day of the conference, 
some of the delegates travelled north to 
Turpan, which is close to the Mongolian 
border. Situated between four 
mountain ranges, Turpan is the world’s 
lowest inland basin, with many of its 
inhabitants living below sea level. The 
desert conditions make it one of the 
hottest places in China, with an annual 
rainfall of less than 20mm on average.

Mr Martin said Turpan produced the 
majority of China’s sultanas (raisins).

“Between 130-140,000t of grapes are 
produced annually in the region,” he 
said.

“There are more than 20,000 growers 
producing the grapes on a very 
subsistence lifestyle, and they have 
been doing it that way for thousands of 
years.

“While we were there - after harvest, 
the growers were in the process of 
trimming their vines so they could lay 
the cordons flat on the ground and 
cover them with soil.

“During winter, temperatures can 
reach a minimum of -60°C and, with 
no moisture available, the vines would 
freeze if they weren’t buried.

“After harvest, growers can sell their fruit 
to processors who procure the fruit under 
contracts with single growers, simple 
cooperatives of growers and on spec.”

Mr King said rainfall was almost non-
existent. Furthermore, all the buildings 
are made from mud, so water can’t be 
collected from rooftops - the buildings 
just absorb it. 

Instead ground water has been 
harvested for viticulture production in 
Turpan for thousands of years. “There’s 
something like 500 kilometres of 
underground tunnels that feed water to 
the area - it was a bigger project than 
the Great Wall,” he said.

Mr King said production was one to two 
tonnes to the acre, so the cost of labour 
was high.

“Very few people have a tractor; most 
have motorbikes with a trailer on the 
back because you don’t need a licence 
to drive them, and the work is done by 
hand,” he said.

Mr King said one of the most interesting 
elements of the visit - apart from the 
dried grape activities - was the security 
put in place for the trip to Turpan. 

“We had two Chinese Government 
officials travelling with us, and even 
though we had a letter of invitation, the 
bus we were travelling on was pulled 
over several times,” he said.

“There were metal detectors 
everywhere we went, even in 
restaurants and parks.

“Security was high, but everyone really 
liked to see it there.”

Table 1: Global production of sultana and raisins (all figures metric tonnes packed weight).

Country Carryover Estimated 
production

Total available 
product

Iran 0 155,000 155,000

Turkey 15,000 313,000 328,000

USA 117,770 255,000 372,770

India 0 140,000 140,000

Uzbekistan 0 45,000 45,000

China 0 130,000 130,000

Argentina 0 35,000 35,000

Australia 1,000 19,000 20,000

Chile 0 70,233 70,233

South Africa 1,500 33,134 34,634

2016 Total 135,270 1,195,367 1,330,637

2015 150,903 1,085,070 1,235,972

% difference -10.36% 10.16% 7.66%

Prunings being taken from a vineyard in Turpan to a farmer’s property for stockfeed.

A selection of different varieties of dried 
fruit in Turpan, China.
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Remembrance storm

Hail storm - 11 November, 2016
Remembrance Day, 11 November, 2016 
will not be forgotten for a long time to 
come by Sunraysia growers hit by a 
devastating hail storm.

From Adelaide to the south west of 
Mildura, the hail storm moved its way 
through the South Australian Riverland, 
and into Victoria’s Millewa wheat 
producing region. 

It entered the Sunraysia region out the 
back of South Merbein causing minor 
damage before making its way through 
Koorlong. 

The storm intensified as it approached 
Cardross and travelled along Twentieth 
street with the brunt of the hail tearing 
into fresh foliage and bunches, 
stripping canes bare and leaving 
replacement canes on cordons as 
battered stumps. The storm strip was 
between 1 and 2 streets wide to the 
north and south of Twentieth Street.

The hail storm tore fresh foliage and bunches from the vine leaving canes bare and 
battered.

Hail management strategies for vine crops
Physiology 
The 2018 crop is produced in the buds 
between the middle of November 
through to first week in December 
during flowering determining next year’s 
crop. 

Following the destruction of the new 
developing canes, it is important to 
understand that the vines are starting 
off now as they would have at bud 
burst at the start of spring or with even 
less carbohydrate reserves.

Carbohydrate levels are low as 
developing leaves have drawn on saved 
reserves and were just starting to return 
carbohydrates back into the vines 
before the storm occurred.

Recovery action 
It is important not rush out and hard 
prune vines just to get replacement 
canes that may, or may not, be fruitful 
and come at the cost of carbohydrate 
production back into the vines.

Let the axillary buds burst and grow 
leaves.

Where there has been a total loss, it is 
important to minimise input expenses, 
especially high labour costs. Make the 
most of the opportunity by removing 
old cordons and training up new 

cordons to rejuvenate a patch that has 
a lot of dead wood along the cordons.

Tee trellis 
Hail has cut new canes to about 6-10 
buds in length.

Sultanas are generally most fruitful 
between buds nodes 8-10 sometimes 
out to 12, with a lot of ‘lateral canes’ 
6-8 buds long, there is a high chance of 
a good crop in the 2018 harvest.

In the worst-case scenario, most canes 
that are left are of reasonable length 
and at least one third of the shoots 
should have bunches. This means if 
enough nodes are left on the unpruned 

shoots, there is a good chance that a 
decent crop will be produced next year.  

It is possible to manage the vines 
retaining all of the ‘spurs’ (hail damaged 
canes) similar to the 6 bud spur system 
to crop in 2018.

Swingarm trellis
Total Loss
Where hard wood bearer canes have 
been stripped bare, allow lateral buds 
to grow to produce lateral canes to be 
cropped in 2018.

Allow terminal buds on hail damaged 
cordon canes to burst and develop into 
canes to produce carbohydrates.

Having ripped through Cardross the 
storm front progressed through the 
outskirts of Red Cliffs in the West Cliffs 
area and then crossed the Calder 
Highway to move into the Stewart area, 
again wreaking havoc and causing 
major damage.

Growers in the centre of the storm have 
faced with total devastation, losing their 

entire crop, while those on the outskirts 
have sustained crop losses of 20-50%.

No vine or other horticultural crop 
was spared. Some growers face the 
prospect of not getting back into the 
full production cycle until the crop of 
2019, that is provided everything goes 
to plan with their recovery management 
practices.
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John Hawtin
Industry Development 
Officer

Instigated by the Red Cliffs branch, 
Dried Fruits Australia, through the 
Drying for Profit program, organised 
and ran a ‘Hail Recovery Field Walk’ 
on Michael Dubois’ and John Hunt’s 
properties on 22 November.

The purpose of the field walk was to 
provide affected growers with expert 
advice about how to recover dried grape 
producing varieties and get them back 
into production as soon as possible.

Speakers at the field walk included:

¡ Peter Clingeleffer, CSIRO: Vine 
physiology and possible management 
options for various trellis types for 
varying extents of damage

¡ Michael Treeby, DEDJTR: 
Management strategies for water 
and fertiliser inputs

¡ Alison MacGregor, Agronomy 
consultant: Disease control 
strategies for rapidly growing and 
recovering vines

¡ Stephanie Ferdelja, Rural Financial 
Counselling Service, Victoria: North 
West Assistance available to hail-
affected growers

Over 40 growers and a further 10 
representatives from processors and 
agencies attended the field walk. Dried 
Fruits Australia’s Industry Development 

Officer John Hawtin said that while high 
grower numbers reflected the level of 
devastation, it was positive to see so 
many growers attend the field walk 
and receive the best production and 
management information available.

Dried grape growers that were unable to 
make the field day can access the key 
points in a Hail Recovery Information 
Pack available from the Dried Fruits 
Australia office. A summary of this 
information can be found on page 34-36

Hail Recovery Field Walk

Prune cordon canes in the 2017 winter 
as normal, to grow canes to crop 2019.

Some remaining fruit worth 
harvesting
Water and fertiliser inputs will need to 
be reduced to stop the vines producing 
over-vigorous cane growth with long 
internode spaces, but otherwise treat 
as normal.

Consider drying sultanas as naturals 
to cut costs if they mature earlier due 
to low crop load. But it is essential you 
check with the processor first to see if 
they will buy naturals.

Water and fertiliser 
requirements
Vines have lost a lot of leaves and have 
no crop load; newly bursting buds will 
grow vigorously (bolt) and will produce 
replacement canes that will be of little 
or no use if left unchecked.

Reduce fertiliser and water inputs by at 
least half.

DO NOT allow canes to grow rapidly 
and have internode spaces of 200mm 
and larger. Monitor cane growth and the 
internode spaces, if growing too fast, 
reduce water and fertiliser.

Use flagging tape to mark vines to be 
monitored, this will ensure that you are 
visiting the same vines to measure and 
monitor cane growth and vine recovery. 
Take lots of photos for your records.

It is important to get canes growing 
now, but fertiliser applications should 
stop by early February to ensure that 
the canes harden up before leaf fall.

Consider applying a small amount of 
magnesium sulphate (Epsom salts) 
as a foliar spray by adding about 
2-3kgs to the spray vat to help foliage 
development.

Small amounts of zinc sulphate and 
manganese sulphate could also be 
useful to help foliage development.

Fungicide protection 
program
Leaves and canes will be growing and 
extending rapidly. It is important to 
maintain fungicide cover protection for:

¡ Powdery mildew

¡ Downy mildew

¡ Botrytis

Continued on page 36
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Remembrance storm

It may be necessary to shorten the 
interval between spray applications 
to ensure that the new leaves are 
adequately covered and protected.

Do not waste money on expensive 
systemic fungicides as they do not 
move freely through the vine and not far 
from the point of application. 

Instead a good cover spray program of 
sulphur for powdery mildew and either 
copper or mancozeb for downy mildew 
will be adequate.

Once berries have reached pea size 

or bigger, they are relatively safe from 
disease.

Assistance available 
The hail-affected area has been 
declared a class B disaster by the 
Victorian Government and concessional 
rate loans are available to fund ongoing 
farm management.

Farm Household Allowance is an 
income support payment available 
through Centrelink whether or not the 
event is declared a natural disaster.

Rural Financial Counselling Service 
Victoria – North West is available to 
help with:
¡ Assessing financial position and 

helping to identify options

¡ Making applications for Farm 
Household Allowance 

¡ Developing farm budgets and 
determining carry on needs

¡ Negotiating with creditors and support 
through Farm Debt Mediation.

Contact the Rural Financial Counselling 
Service on 1300 769 489.

The Australian table grape industry 
has banded together in the wake of an 
unseasonal hail storm which devastated 
vineyards across the Mildura region. 

Severe rain, hail and wind gusts in 
excess of 90 kilometres per hour ripped 
through the region with approximately 
30 millimetres of rain falling in less than 
15 minutes. Growers in the Red Cliffs, 
Cardross, Merbein, Mourquong and 
Paringi areas sustained the majority 
of the damage as a ‘hail belt’ passed 
through those areas, shredding fruit 
and leaves from the vines. 

Australian Table Grape Association 
Chief Executive Jeff Scott said some 
growers in Red Cliffs just got wind 
and rain, but it was the hail that did 
the damage. “Hail stones as big as 
golf balls pelted from the sky like a 
machine gun and stripped foliage and 
developing bunches from the vines,” 
ATGA CEO Jeff Scott reported. “Paringi 
alone lost around 750,000 boxes; it was 
wiped out.”

For some growers, this event was all 
too familiar with several having been 
hit by similar storm conditions only two 
years ago.

Many Sunraysia growers were 
preparing for their annual export audits 
when the storm hit. Mr Scott contacted 
staff from the Department of Agriculture 
and Water Resources to advise them 
of the issues growers were facing, and 
seeking leniency in the audit scheduling 
to give growers plenty of time to assess 
storm damage and determine their next 
course of action. 

Mr Scott said some growers felt guilty 
when they confirmed crop losses of 
50-60%, because they would have 

some fruit left to sell while others had 
lost the entire crop. It is this kind of 
compassion and empathy openly 
displayed between growers which sees 
many of those affected by hail damage 
remaining optimistic about their future 
in the industry.

So far it is estimated 10-15% of the 
national table grape crop was lost 
based on confirmations and figures 
provided to ATGA by affected growers. 
This equates to around two million 
boxes for both domestic and export 
markets.

In total, the ATGA estimates that around 
80 growers were affected. “Some 
growers lost 100% of their crops, others 
between 40 and 80%,” Mr Scott said. 

Mr Scott said the industry had been 
fortunate in the direction of the storm 
path as key production areas in Mildura 
and Robinvale were unaffected. 

Furthermore, he believes the losses 
sustained in the storm could be 

Industry remains optimistic for the season ahead

potentially offset by new plantings 
coming into production this year.

Mindful that production systems differ 
significantly, DEDJTR has set up 
small trials on co-operating growers’ 
properties in the Red Cliffs area 
affected by the hail.

Table grapes are cane pruned, and so 
the production of replacement canes 
from the crown is critical.  Shoots 
that emerged in Spring — and would 
have been next season’s bearers — 
are gone.  New shoots need to be 
encouraged, but not over-encouraged; 
bull canes are difficult to manage and 
are less useful.  The vines’ natural 
tendency to push secondary shoots out 
can be used as a means of encouraging 
sensible shoot development.  What isn’t 
known is whether the shoots that are 
produced this Summer will be fruitful.  
It is for this reason that observations 
will need to over the next few seasons; 
producing shoots to bearers for next 
season, but producing fruitful shoots is 
really the aim.

The dark shadow of the storm is not enough to hide the trail of devastation left behind.

From page 35
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Late season for Sunraysia
Indicators suggest that the grape 
season (vine and bunch development) 
in Sunraysia is about 10 to 14 days later 
than it has been in the previous two years.

Depending on weather conditions 
leading up to harvest, grape 
development and subsequent maturity 
levels may gain a day or two, but is 
highly unlikely to catch up enough to 
become a ‘normal’ season.

Hence, growers should be mindful of 
the timing of critical events such as 
véraison and secondary berry shatter 
which may be later than we have been 
used to over the past couple of years.

Minimise risk of sunburn 
and shatter
Sunburn-sensitive varieties such as 
Sunmuscat and Sunglo may also be at 
risk with the later season.

Growers are advised to keep a close 
watch on weather forecasts of sustained 
hot weather and relate that to the 
development stages of the coming crop.

To reduce the risk of sunburn:  
¡ Maintain adequate soil moisture

¡ Do not disturb the soil, instead it is 
preferable to leave a mulch cover to 
minimise heat reflection.

Create a harvest work 
schedule
Growers should develop a schedule 
aiming to complete summer-pruning 
activities of each of the nominated 
varieties by the following dates.

¡ Carina - No later than the end of 
February

¡ Sultana - No later than the end of 
February - March 2

¡ Sunmuscat - No later than the 1st

week of March

¡ Sunglo - No later than the 1st week 
of March

Under normal circumstances these 
dates provide the optimal conditions 
of day length and temperature to 
successfully get the fruit dry enough 
to harvest. If maturity is delayed, 
consideration must be given to 
hastening the summer pruning and 
wetting operations to ensure the work 
is completed by the suggested dates.

To speed up early breakdown of sultana 
berries, a mixture of 0.6% oil and 0.8% 

potash can be used. To further enhance 
drying an application of 0.5% oil and 0.6% 
potash should be made as the berries are 
beginning to break down (about one week 
after the first application). 

Consideration should be given to 
increasing the recommended rate 
of 0.5% oil and 0.6% potash for 
Sunmuscat and Sunglo to 0.6% oil and 
0.8% potash or even as high as 0.8% 
oil and 1.0% potash.

Chlorpyrifos delisted 
from Spray Diary
Growers are reminded that the 
chemical chlorpyrifos with one common 
product name of Lorsban has been 
removed from the approved chemical 
list in the 2016/17 Dried Fruits Industry 
Spray Diary.

This means that growers are not 
permitted to use this insecticide 
in their spray programs. Where it is 
necessary to control insect pests, they 
must use an alternative chemical.

The delisting is due to the European 
Union (EU) mandating the lowering of 
the Maximum Residue Limit (MRL) of 
chlorpyrifos from 0.5 parts per million 
(ppm) to 0.01ppm in August 2016. 

Prepare for harvest early
Even though the season may be 
running later, it is never too early to 
prepare for harvest.

Equipment should be checked, serviced 
and ready to start when needed.

The increasing number of new patches 
of Swingarm trellis being developed has 
placed additional stress on contractor 
services. It is becoming more difficult 
to have contractors do the work when 
growers want them. So book in early 
with your preferred contractor and keep 
him informed of the development in the 
maturity of your crop and when he might 
be required. 

Keep a watch on the 
weather
Given the likelihood of a later start to 
summer-pruning, it is important to keep 
a watch on the weather and make good 
management decisions about when to 
apply drying emulsions. Do not apply it just 
ahead of any strongly forecast rain. Rather, 
it may be best to wait and apply it in the 
next rain-free period.

The decision of when to harvest is also 
key to a successful outcome. It is better to 
harvest cured fruit at 15%-16% and put it 
through the dehydrator rather than leave 
it on the vine and wait for the fruit to get 
below 13% and get caught with rain on it.

Make the best use of forecasts and any 
good weather opportunities that are 
predicted to enable an easier harvest 
result.

Innovation in Table Grape Production
Location: Robinvale Merbein
Date: Tuesday, 31 January 2017 Wednesday, 1 February 2017
Time: 6:00pm – 9:00pm 6:00pm – 9:00pm
Venue: Property of Anthony Natale

17 Derna Road, Robinvale  
Property of John Argiro
Cnr Wentworth Rd & Paschendale Ave, 
Yelta (look for maroon shed on south 
side Wentworth Rd) 

Cost: $20.00 $20.00 

Agenda

6:00pm Welcome and BBQ dinner with refreshments
Dr Mark Krstic, Melbourne

6:30pm Vineyard Spray Technology 
Alison MacGregor, Mildura 

7:30pm Improving the Colour of Red Table Grapes
Jennifer Hashim-Maguire, AUSCAL Viticulture, Melbourne 

8:30pm Post Harvest management of grapevines
Dr Mark Krstic, Melbourne 

8:50pm General Discussion 

9:00pm Wrap up and Finish 

Please note:  BBQ dinner starting at 6pm and cool refreshment drinks is included in the $20.00 cost.  
See ATGA website for further details about the program or contact: 

Rowena Norris 
M: 0421 553 800 
E: innogrape@gmail.com
W: www.australiangrapes.com.au

InnoGrape is a table grape extension program funded by the William Buckland Foundation

*Note – please bring your InnoGrape folder along to receive your free insert notes.  If you do not have a InnoGrape folder an 
additional $15 per folder will be charged on the night. Session 3 is a field walk session thus new folder note inserts will be handed 

out at the conclusion of the session.

Ensure thorough wetting of bunches to achieve even drying of berries.

InnoGrape Field Walk in 2017
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